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LEGtSlATIVE COUNCIL 

· THURSDAY, 26th SEPT,EMflER, 1946 

The Council met at 2 p.m., His Excel­
lency the Governor. Sir Gordon James 
Lethem, K.C.M.G., Pres-ident, in the Chair. 

PRESENT: 

The President, His Excellency the 
Gov<"rnor, Sir Gordon James Lethem, 
K.C.M.G. 

The Hon. tln Colonial Secretary, Mr. 
W L. Heape, C.M.G. 

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mi·. 
F. W. Holder. 

The Hon. the Colonial Ti-•2asurer, Mr. 
W. 0. Fraser (Acting).

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, O.B.E., K.C.
(New Amsterdam) . 

The Hon. C. V. Wight (Wes.te-rn Esse­
quibo). 

The Hon. J. I de Aguiar (Central 

Dzmerara). 

The Hon. H. N. Critchlow (Nomi­
nated). 

The.Hon. Dr. J.B. Singh, O.B.E. (Dem­
era.ra--Essequibo). 

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E. 
t Georgetown Central) . 

The Hon. W. J. Raatg·ever (Nomi­
nated). 

The Clerk read 9rayers. 

MINUTES 

The minutes of the mE·eting of the 
Council held on the 13th September. 1946, 
as printed and circulal·ad were taken as 
reivl. 

Mr. JACOB: M:w I draw Your Excel-· 
lency's attention. to . the preparation of 
these minut·es, Sir ? I think in the past 
it was the· rule to record in full any 
que-stion or questions asked by a Mem­
b·er of this Council, but I notice on page 
1 of the minutes before us today that the 
questions ask-ed by the hon. Nominattd 
Membei·, Mr. RO'th, and myself at the last 
meeting have not been record-ad in full, 
and the way in which th·2y have been put 
does not convey a correct interpreta-
tion of the qu·astions. 
it is stated thP.t: 

For instance, 

"Mr. Jacob gave notice of questions­

(a) relating to advances to 
Trad·as Union Officials 

(bl late submission of depart­
mental reports." 

The questions r-zlating to advances 
were not. in r·zspect of Trades Unions only; 
they implicate·d certain Members of this 
Council and it would be far better if th-e 
usual practice is followed of having the 
questions fully recorded in the minute5 as 
was done in the past. 

The PRESIDENT: Your point is that 

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O.B.E. the questions should ha.v-e been fully set 

(Georgetown South). 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western 
Berbic•al. 

The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North Western 
District). 

Thz- Hon. T. Lee (Essequibo River). 

The Hon. V. Roth (Nominat·ed). 

The Hon. C. P. Ferreira (Be1·bice 
River). 

The Hon. T. T. Thompson (Nomi­
nated). 

out in the minutes ? 

Mr. JACOB: Yes, Sir. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
answe;•r is that I myself was in tha Chair 
and I received the questions and took them 
to Government Hous,e to show them to 
Your Excellency. The replies will be 
prepared and giv·en at the next meeting of 
the Council. The reason why the ques­
tions · were no,t included verbatim in the 
minutes is that the Clei-k had no access to 
them. I took them away and kept th-am 
·itt Goye�nment House, so I must take the
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blame. They will b-2 answered in part. I 
do not know whether I have the answers 
about departmental reports, but I hav·e 
got complete replies about the advanc€s 
made to Trades Union Officials - when 
they were made, and so on-in reply to 
Mr. Roth. 

Mr. ROTH: I am not concerned v,zry 
much about the r•aplies to my questions 
being given at the next meeting of the 
Council. 

The COLONIAL SECRET ARY: They 
will be. 

Mr. JACOB: Would it be in order if 
I suggest that these minutes be amendl'd 
to r·aad "questions relating to Trades Union 
Officials and Members of the Legislative 
Cotmcil ?" 

The PRESIDENT : I am sure that any 
other question do·es not arise apa1,t from 
the question of their being handed t.o the 
Clerl{ and the fact that they will be an­
swered 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Yes; 
that is so. 

The PRESIDENT: I am suggesting 
that the hon. Member's queston is lik·aly 
to be out of ord'ar. It is merely a matter 
of procedure, but I think it is usual that 
a doubtful qU'zstion should not appear 
on the Order of the Day until it is 
passEd by the Attorney-G•anzral. 

The COLONIAL SECRET ARY: My 
point is that the qu·2stions would normally 
aippear in the minutes and that they would 
have appeared today if I had not taken 
them to Government House. Ther-c is no 
question of referring them to the Attorney­
General. 

Mr. JACOB: I accEpt that and I trust 
that in future as long as questions ar-2 in 
ord·zr they will appear verbatim in the 
minutes. 

The PRESIDENT: I think that is in 
order. 

Minutes confirmed 

ANNOUNCE:MEN'fS 

SUPPLEJl[ENTARY FINANCIAL PROVISION 

Th-2 PRESIDENT: Hon Members of 
Council,-The meeting today is of a purely 
)msiness character dealing with details of 

-----�-... -

supplementary financial prov1s10n, and it 
is scarc-aly nEcessary or even proper that 
I should take up your time with any gen­
eral remarks on larger matters of policy 
sL1ch as, for example, my discussions in 
London with the Colonial Offic-2, which 
concerned principally future finance and 
development projects. I shall have. no 
doubt, a lat·ar opportunity of speaking 
with Members on these and any ot-her 
impertant subjects before I leave the 
Colony, as you are aware I shall require to 
do approximately in the first week of 
November. It will not be possible for me 
to do much more than record my general 
advice on lines of policy, and I shall not 
be able to carry the responsibility of per­
sonal attention to the details of the Budget 
which cannct come forward IJ,afore my 
departure. I shall, however, be able to 
leave that with a very confid•ant feeling to 
the Colonial Secretary whom I should 
like particularly to thank for the manner 
in which he has fill·ad my place in these 
recent months, and to other senior ad­
vis·ars of Government. I would also wish to 
rrcord my warm appreciation of the labours 
of this Council in this period of rec�nL 
months. · I am very aware of the arduous 
and complicated business which they have 
been asked to put through. I should, how­
ever, at least record my personal pleasure 
·at being baclc in Guiana, even for this
short period which seemed to me on this
occasion very much like a return to a
second home.particularly from the friendly
welcome accorded me by so many Members
of Council and others of the community.

THE LA1'E HON. ,J. w. JACKSO� 
I also take this opportunity in meeting 

again Members of this Honourable Coun­
cil to record my very deep personal 
regr-et at the death of one Member since my 
last attendance here. I refer to the late 
Hon. J. W. Jackson and I should like to 
associate myself in the most sine-ere 
fashion with the tributes paid to the late 
gentleman by t-he Officer Administering 
the Government and this Council. I need 
add nothing in w-ords beyond perhaps to 
record personally that it is my acquain­
tance with so many Guianese of the 
character of the late gentleman-with a 
sincerity of purpose and real readiness to 
serve the community-the community as 
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a whol.:i without individual or sectional 
limitation - that makes me hope.ful for 
the futur,e of this country, hopeful in spite 
of admitted handicaps, difficulties and 
faults in Guiana, of the future• of this 
country when ,the responsibility for that 
future is placed more and more, as it 
should be, and will be•, on its own people. 

I propose, therefore, to proceed forth­
with with the business of the day which 
perhaps should not delay us very long 
when I know that so many Members have 
their eyes on another place. 

I understand the Attorney-General 
would wish to take his one Bill, which is of 
a non-controversial character, through, 
all st.ages today. Ther,e is a good deal of 
othe·r legislation of first importance pre­
parEd, but the continued handicaps of 
printing have so far prevented the getting 
of them forward. I very much regret 
this delay, as I am vei:..v acutely conscious 
of the urgent necessity of s•e.utling them. 

Ao:--UNISTRATION OF T1-m INTERIOR 

There• is one question of administra­
tion with which I have dealt in the last few 
days, tha,t is touching the administration 
of the interior. The new Commissioner who 
is now in the country will take over th·e 
practical executive work carri.::d by the 
·committee. There can be no question as
to the practical and effective job carried
through by this Committee under th•e
Chairmanship of the Hon. the Fourth
Nominated Member, Mr. Roth. I propose
to continue it still und·er the Chairman­
ship of the Hon. the Fourth Nominated
Member and to reoriEntaite it and some
•extension, I think, may be possible wiith
representation of general interests, as a
body worl{ing wiLh Llle Commissioner to
provide him with knowl1zdgeable advice
and comment, and, I hope, backing. The
Chairman, the Hon. the Fourth Nominated
Member, will provide the link with this
Council. I shall also ask the Secretary
of State and this Government to antici­
pate allocation of funds under the
Development and ·welfar,z Act to the
ext·ent of $30,000 in 1947.

I will now proceed with the formal 
business. 

PRESIDENT WELCOMED 

Mr. WOOLFORD: Sir. b-efore pro­
ceeding with the Order of the Day I 
should like, with your permission, to state, 
both on my own behalf and that of the 
other Members of this Council, how 
deeply pleased we are to see you with us 
once ag•ain. I am sure it is th-e wish of all 
the Members that I should extend to you 
a hearty and sincere welcome on your 
return to perform the duties of Governor 
of this Colony, even if it is only for a 
short time. It is an added pleasure to us, 
Sir, that it should have been possible for 
you to have brought your daughter-Dr. 
Mary Lethem-with you, and it is our 
very gr-2at disappointment that Lady 
Lethem has not been able to accompany 
you also. 

The announcement of your retir-a­
ment, Si;1•, has bee:n received by Mem­
bers of this Council and the community 
in general with profound disappointment 
and regret which, I feel, is shared by 
every section of th-a community. I know 
that there are those present here today 
who would like to record their objection 
or disagreement over the decision taken 
by His Majesty's Secretary of State, but 
I will suggest to those Members. with 
very great def·2rence to their opinions on 
the subject, that this is not an opportune 
time to do so, if it be their intention to 
do so at this moment. I thin!{ it would 
be both very embarrassing to you, Sir, 
and indelicate ip the circumstanc•es in 
which we have met, if we at this moment 
show our disapproval in any way with 
that decision. I know there are those who 
do not understand or appreciate the 
meaning of the words "on grounds of 
general policy" which are contained in 
the Secretary of State's announcement, 
and I feel sure Members of this Council 
will take the necessary st·2ps to express 
their views on what is considered a nry 
unwise d·zcision. 

I should like also to have placed on 
record this Council's appreciation of the 
manner in which the Colonial Secretary 
has administered the affairs of the Col­
ony during your absence-a tribute which 
you were quite rig•ht in extending to 
him, Sir, and which we who are in the 
Colony also appreciate. In his capacity 

... 
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as Presidrnt of this Council, I think, he 
enjoy•zd a very happy immunity from 
dirngreement. He had the full co-opera­
tion of the Members to such an ,extent 
that he was daring enough to say at the 
lri.st meeting that he had be•,m more in­
dulgent than any other President of this 
Council. As he liked it--thz position 
which he filled with distinction-let us 
hope he will not have cause to change 
his •mind. In any •event, I should like to 
place on record our appreciation of the 
manner in which he performed the 
duties of P�·esident of this Council. I 
think I would be ungracious if I did not 
extend to Mr. Parkinson also our apprecia­
tion of the manner in which he dis­
charged the duti-es of Colonial Secretary 
during that time. 

I can only hope, Sir, that both you, 
and your daughter who has already 
E'ntered into the Sl1irit of the community, 
will have a very happy and joyful time 
during your stay here. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
just want to say thanks v·zry much in­
deed for Your Excellency's kind 
acknowledgement of my work and, to the 
Deputy Presid·cnt, Sir, I would like to say 
I am really most grateful for his kind 
expressions of appreciation, both on 
behalf of myself and on behalf of Mr. 
Parkinson who act2d as Colonial Secre­
tary. I am sure Mr. Parkinson, who is in 
his office now, would li!{e me to say 
"thank you" on his behalf. I shall only 
add, Sir, that if I am to administer this 
Colony again, in the near future, and if 
the substantiv•e Governor does not come 
out quickl;r I will do my best to carry out 
Your Excellency's policy so long as I am 
in the chair. (Applause). Furth�r, I 
would. ask hon. Members. Sir-if you 
permit m•z to exm·ess this remark-to 
bear in mind that however deep their 
resentment may be about the decision of 
the Secretary of Stat·z, they really can 
best show their appreciation of Your 
Excellency in helping me whil-e I am in 
the Chair-if I go back there-to carry 
out Your Excellency's poliiCy. 

AnnrrIONAL FmsT CLAS<; P1w'T' 

The COLONIAL TREASURER com­
municated the following Message to the 
Council:-

MESSAGE No. 8. 

Honournble Members of the Legislative, 
Council, 

The present demands for Pilots 
for duty in First Class Pilotage areas 
and in the Be1 bice :md Essequebo Rivers 
render it ess·zntial that active First Class 
Pilots should be increased from two to 
three. For the past two years 2nd Clai;:; 
Pilot N. B. l<"ras·er has been called upon to 
perform the duties of a First Class Pilot, 
and as he is the only 'fully licensed 1st 
Class Pilot not holding th•e appointmEnt 
as such, I consider it equitable that he 
should be promoted to the grade of 1st 
Class Pilot as from the 1st of June, 1946. 

2. No Supplementary financial pro•
vision is Pcquired as Transport and Har­
bours Department is at the present time 
operating with five 2nd Class Pilots, in­
stead of six as shown on the ,estimates 
for 1946. 

3. The Council is accordingly in­
vited to approve of this appointment as 
from thE date mentioned. 

GORDON LETHEM, 
Governor. 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
British Guiana, 

25th September, 1946. 

PAP1::m, LAID 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY laid 
on the table the following documents:-

Report of the Comptroller of Customs 
for the year 1944. 

Report of the Governing Body of the 
Imperial College of Tropi0al 
Agricultur·e, 1945. 

Statements of the Accounts of the 
Georgetown Mariners' Club for 
the y.ea,r end•ed 31st Decem:ber, 
1945. (Leg. Co. No. 7 of 1946). 

OOYER:>llVIE:\''l' NOTICES 

ADDl'l'lOi\'AL FIRST CLASS PlLOT 

The COLONIAL TREASURER gave 
notice of the following motion:-

That, with reference to Gov­
ernor's Message No. 8 of the 25th 
of Septemb-er, 1946, this Council ap-
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proves of the number of first class 
Pilots in the Transport and Harbours 
Department being increas·cd from 
two to three. 

IKTRODUC'TJ0::-1 Or BrLL 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL gawi 
notice of introduction and first reading 
of the following Bill intituled: 

"An Ordinance further to amend 
th1a Constabulary Ordinance by pro­
viding for thE: preservation of the 
p·ension rights of fl, Non-Commis­
sioned Officer or constabh when 
secondE'd or temporarily transferred.'' 

FNOl<'FJCI AL KO'l'TOES 

LABOUR ADVTSORY BOARD 

Mr. CRITCHLOW gave notice of the 
following motion:-

RESOLVED: That this Honour­
able House ,recommend to Gov•arn­
ment the need for the appointment 
of a Labour Advisory Board, on which 
a \voman or w01mm should be 
appointed, for the purpose of in­
vestigating the conditions of em­
ployment of domestic s2rvants in 
the Colony of British Guiana, and to 
mak•e recommendations in respect to 
measures to be adopted along the 
lines indicated below:-

1. The daily working day should 
begin at 7 a.m. and end at 
7 p,m. without a reduction
in the present rate of pay.

2. Each worker be given a daily
break of three (3) hours.

3. Each worker receive a half­
day off weekly of 4 ½ hours
so as not to interfere with
the principle of the eight­
hour day.

4. If a servant has to work be­
fore 7 in the morning or
after 7 in th•a eveniJ Lg, that
such extra time be paid for
at double time.

5. Domestic servants be re­
lieved from duties every
other Sunday.

6. One week annual holiday
with pay be given each
domestic worker.

7. Where workers are expected
to wear uniforms that the
employers supply the uni­
form.

PETTTIO.:S 

Mr. GONSALVES laid over a petition 
from Gov•�nment pensioners praying for 
an increase in war bonus, and for pay­
ment of their pensions before the end of 
ihe month as in th-a case of Old Age 
Pensioners and Civil Servants. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

SALE ()p MALT foQUOR IN CAKE-SIIOPS 

Mr. ROTH asked and the COLONIAL 
SECRETARY l'cPlied to the following 
question:-

Q.-With a view to encouraging 
the consumption of tha less potznt 
alcoholic beverages and to mak-a the 
same· more easily available to the 
less wealthy classes. will Govern­
m,mt see its way t-o amend the rele­
vant Ordinance so that, on pay­
ment of an annual licence of Fifty 
Dollars restaurants and cake-shops 
may sell malt liquor to be consumed 
on the premises ? 

A. - Government contemplates 
amending the Intoxicating Liquor 
Licensing Ordinance, Char>t€r 107, 
and consideration will b2 given to 
t.he inclusion. with other matters, 
of an amendment to permit the sale 
of wine and malt liquor in restaurants 
and caka-shops for consumption on 
the premises. 

Cns1·01rn Ou,\Rns & NEW INDUSTRIES 

Mr. GONSALVES aslced and the 
COLONIAL SECRETARY replied to the 
following questions:-

Q. 1.-(a) How many Customs Guards
(apart from Boats' Crews) 
are there in the Customs 
Department in GeorgeJ­
town? Are there any senior 
Guards of that numb-er ?  

(b) If there are none is it not
desirable to have at least
six of these Guards classi­
fied in a higher grade as
Senior Guards whose duti•as
could be of a more respon­
sible nature to the others?

-(c} If considered desirable will 
Government make provi­
sion therefor in the Esti­
mates for 1947? 

A. - (a) There a1•z 20 Guards 
(apart from Boats' Crews) 
-15 Class I Guards with
salary @n the scale $480 x
30-$720 per annum (pen­
siona-ble), and 5 Class II

,. 
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Guards with salary on the? 
scale $480 x 30-$600 per 
annum (non-pensionable). 
There is no grade higher 
than Class I. 

( b) It is not considered d•esir­
able to m·•eate a higher
grade since all Customs
Guards perform the same 
type of duties and there 
would be no advantage at 
pr-asent in attempting to
reallocate the work so as

to provide more responsible
duties for a higher grade
of officer.

(c) See (b) above.

Q. 2.-Is Government fully aware
of the acute over-crowding 
in the city of Georgetown? 
If so, will Government 
give all possible assistance 
and encourag·ement in the 
starting of such industries 
in the country districts of 
th,e Colony as might attract 
such people who are over­
crowding? 

A. - Gov·ernment is aware of the
influx of persons seEking 
employment in George­
town, and is pr•epared to 
afford assistance and en­
couragement, where feas­
ible and practicable, in the 
initiation of industries in 
the rural areas. 

Q. 3.-Will Governmzait make a
statement as to the action 
taken or proposed to be 
taken on Reports submitted 

A. -

(a) 

Cb) 

(c) 

(d) 

to Government by the 
S·econdary Industries Com­
mittee or other persons 
from time to time, in con­
nection with the intro:luc­
tion · of new industri<:s in 
the Colony? 

During his visit to the 
United Kingdom. last yee.r 
Mr. G. 0. Case. Chairman, 
Secondary and Minor In­
dustries Board, submitted 
six preliminary reporls on 
the possibiliti·es of manu­
facturing-

White a n d
cement; 

Paper Pulp; 

Glass; 

Aluminous 

Plywood and veneers; 

(e) Chinaware, pottery, and
kaolin fillers for the rub­
ber, paper, and paint in­
dustries;

(f) Refractory products.

The foilowing act.ion has already IJ,een 
taken:-

1. White Cement :

Mr. R. E. P. Shearer of the firm of
Messrs. Henry Pooley recently vi.sited 
the Colony and it is expected that with­
in the mxt three months he will r-:�port 
to Government on the economic impli­
cations of c·ement manufacture in Brit­
ish Guiana. 

2. Paver Pulp :

Government is obtaining informa­
tion regarding the area of forest which 
it would be necessary to mak•e available 
for the establishment of a paper pulp 

industry, and has und·ar consideration 
the question of engaging the services of 

a paper pulp expert to report on the 
Economic issues involv·zd. 

3. Glass:

The necessary technical tests have
been compl•eted and a report by the 
Chairman, Secondary and Minor In­
dustries Board, on the possibilities of 
manufacturing glass in British Gui­
ana has be·en published. 

4. Plywood and Veneers :

Samples of veneers cut in the Col­
ony were s·�nt to the Commonwealth 
Plywood Company Limited, who have 
reported that the tests made w•ere satis­
factory. The Company have enquired 
whether logs for making plywood and 
venzers can be dispatched to Canada. 
Samples of 26 different sp·ecies of ven­
ee,rs cut in the Colony have also been 

sent to the Forest Products Research 
Station, Princess Risborough, which has 
t·2en asked to inspect and advi,se· on 
the suitability of these types of timber 
for making plywood and veneers. Sam­
ples of plywood mad•e locally are now on 

exhibition at thz Carnegie Library. 

The possibility of establishing a ply­
wood factory in British Guiana is under 
com.ideration by Government. 

5. Chinaware, Pottery and Kaolin
Fillers : N

The Government has engag·2d Dr. 
Alex Scott, a ceramics expert in the 
United Kingdom, to report on the suit­
ability of local kaolin clays for the 
manufacture of chinaware, pottery and 

kaolin fillei'S for the rubber, paper and 
paint industries. Samples of local 
materials hav•2 been dispatched to Dr. 
Scott for tests. 
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6. Refractory Products : ·
Gov·arnment is in correspondence

with a firm of expert consulting engin-­
eers with a view to their visiting Brit­
ish Guiana and reporting on the pos­
sibility of manufacturing r,efractm·y 
products locally. 

SuPPLt�rE.\JTAIW EsTL.ilJA1'E FoR 

AuGu�·r 19-:!Ji 

On a motion by the Colonial Trea­
surer th'.3 Council resolvec'! itself into 
Committee to consider th·e Schedule of 
Additional Provision for August, 1946. 

COU:'W1L IN COMMITTEE 

AGRICULTURE, 

Item 36-Ccme Fanning Industry, East 
Dernerara-Assistance to, $7,191.65. 
Mr. JACOB : I am moving the d•ele­

tion of this item because I understand 
that there is not that co-operation which 
one would exp·ect between the millers of 
the cane and those who plant it. There 
has been, unfortunately, a good d·eal of 
trouble on the East Coast, Demerara, and 
it appears to some of us at least that the 
Colony is not going to get the full benefit 
of this money t.hat. i� being spent.. R-ecenLly 
there was some litigation between cane 
farmers and certain sugar estate owners. 
There has always been some dispute over 
the question of weighing the canes and 
I do not know if the hon. Member for Cen­
tral Demerara (Mr. de Aguiar) can tell 
us anything about it. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: The remarks made 
by the hon. Member for North Westarn 
District (Mr. Jacob) have not been fully 
appreciated by me. The question raised 
is that this money is not being properly 
spent because ther•e has been bickering 
between the cane farmers and the estate 
proprietors, but I would like to draw the 
hon. Memb-2r's attention to the fact that 
the item under discussion does not make 
any referenc·e whatever to the estate 
proprietors, but it is an amount of money 
being voted to improve the lot of the cane 
farmers in the district to which. it refers. 
The hon. Member may not be aware of 
the purpose for which this money is being 
Spent and, if that is so, I should iike to 
explain to him that it has for its objects 
the improvement of drainage facilities 
and also flood fallowing in order to improve 
the yields in the district. lf the hon. 

Member feels that this vote would not 
benefit t-he cane farmers, I must express 
,iisagTEement with his view, and I feel 
sure that other Members would do so. 
There can be no doubt that one of the 
reasons why cane-farming on the East 
Coast-, Demerara, fell to a lo,v ebb is be­
cause of the fact that the· farmers found 
it impossible to obtain satisfactory results 
on account of the low yields. The hon. 
Member is perhaps not aware of the fact 
that t,here has been for some time a stand­
ing committee known as the Cane Farming 
Committee, and it is within my knowledge 
that they meet regularly and discuss the 
questi.on to which tha hon. Member has 
referred. They also discuss such matters 
as yields and the polarization of sugar. 
I do not think anyone would say that in 
an industry of that kind differences of 
opinion should not arise and that when 
they do arise it would not be best to have 
them settled by discussion. 

Mr. ROTH: The hon. Member who 
has opposed this item seems to have ov•er­
looked the fact that the money was voted 
since last y·ear, but owing to circumstances 
over which we had no control all the 
money was not spent. 

Mr. LEE : I would like to give the 
assurance that a committee of this Leg· -
lativ-.:i Council discuss�d this matter a d 
that the arrangements made for t, e 
exp'znditur,z of this money are to t e 
satsifaction of the Committee. This is 
only a �·evote to carry out th•e policy f 
th•� committee. 

Mr. JACOB : I thought the ho 
Member for Central Demerara would ha e 
referred to the question of the litigati, n 
going on. !M:y object in referring to it 
was to bring the matter to the attenti, n 
of Government, so that there should 
a better understanding btween the est

�

e 
proprietors and the cane farmers. It is 
said that the proprietors who buy t e
canes do certain things. If the canes a ·e 
planted and the farmers have no repr -
sentativ-2 to see that the scale is in ord r 
and that the canes are properly weigh 
then, I think, the money would not h

l

•e 
been properly spent. The hon. M�mb r 
for C-entral Demerara has made referen e 
to the services of the Cane Farmers' Co -
mittee. That committee might be doi, g 

., 
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a good job, but when this Council votes 
money I like to know that that money 
will be prop-arly spent. We have had too 
many instances of money not being prop­
erly sp-::mt and, while I agree that condi­
tions should be improved for these cane 
farmers, I am satisfied that all was not 
well in the past. I ask Government to 

see that this money is properly spent. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: I am sorry I can­
not be of much more assistanc•z to the 
hon. Member. I do not know whether he 
looks upon me as a Bail Court or a Court 
of civil jurisdiction. I suggest to him 
again that his method of approai::h is 
wrong, and I would point out that if l1is 
motion is carri·ed it would interfere with 
the development of this industry. 

IVlI::DJCAI, - B'ACTEFtJOI.OGICAf, 

D1•:PARTMB:-S'f. 

Item 3 - Instniments, Supplies, ·etc.,

$2,000. 

Mr. LEE: I would like to draw to 
Government's serious attention that there 
a.re vary few, or if I may say none at all,
up to date instruments in this Bacterio­
logical Department. During my investi-·
gation I found that, although we have a
very comp•ztenrt offic·ar there, he• has no up
to date instruments and materials with
which to make the necessfl.ry tests. Your
Excellency. Gover,nment has paid for ona
of our boys to go away and take a post­
graduate course of studies for work in

this Department. He has returned and
would lik·z to give of his best to the Col­
ony, but unless he is assisted with Ul) to
dRte instruments he will not be able to
do so. I do not know what he wants but,
from what I understand, thi:; vot,<J of
$2,000 is not sufficient to purchase all
those instruments. I am seriously asking
Government to enquire into this matt-2r.

Apart from that, I would ,also lik1e to 
draw Government's attention to the fact 
that this Officer's salary is not on th•2 
level of that provided for experts em­
ployed in other Departments of Govern­
ment. Although he is one of us, I feel he 
ehould b,z given the salary of an expert 

as in the case of the other Officers who 

are experts at the Hospital. I ask that 

that be considered for the coming year. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: In 
reply to the hon. Member I would like to 
explai.n, that in th-2 Es.timates for this year 
there is a sum of $2,000 for two instru­
mcmts. A further $2,000 is being pro­
vided for in these Estimatis. and all. in­
crease of $4,000 has been asked for next 
year. I .spoke to the Director of Medical 
Services on the subject, and he told m'� 
that the Bacteriologist is perfectly satis­
fi·2d, if provision is made for the Depart­
ment to be properly equipped next year. 

Mr. LEE: Why I have mentioned tl1is 
matt·2r, there was a Medical expert who 
came out here and was doing certain 

tests at this Department but had not the 

f3.cility of th-2 necessary instruments for 

carrying out his experiments and tests. 

Vvhen these exp·2rts are seconded here 

for the purpose of carrying out certain 

experiments, thzy should be able to 

obtain the necessary equipm·2nt here. I 

am glad for the hon. the Colonial Tr1eas­

urer's explanation, and I since.rely hope 

the instruments will be got cl.own as 
Farly as possible. 

l\fEDIC'AJ.,--IIOsPJTAJ,S & DrsPB�SARTFS. 

Item 37-Purchase of StJ,tion Waggon, 

$3,000. 

Mr. ROTH: With regard t.o this item, 

I desire to take this opportunity to 

mention to Government that in the 

present conditions a station waggon will 

not be of much use as half of the road 

cannot be used. I refer to the south·2rn 

half of the Hosororo-Mabaruma mad. 

If you are g·oing to have a station waggon 

th2re, it should be possib}� to make the 

fullest. use of it. The waggon will not be 

able to get to the Hosororo Hills a,·ea.. 

Tha COLONIAL SECRETARY: May 

I ask the hon. Member if he has received 

my letter or not? 

,Mr. ROTH: I received one some weeks 

ago but not recently. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
directed a letter to the hon. Memh2r yes­
terday. 

Mr. ROTH: I have not yet received it. 
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The CHAIRMAN: The letter is on 
the way to the hon. Memb·er. II have 
taken a note of what the hon. Member 
nas said. 

M1�CELLAi\'EOUS. 

Item 5-Contingenci-�s, $1,500. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: This is more than 
double the original item when the 
question was raised. I am just wond•ering 
what could have arisen to have brought 
about an Estimate of increased exp-endi­
ture of more than the original amount 
for last year. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The 
reason for it is, the Department has tc 
mEet a rather unutual compen,5ation. 
An accident occurr·ed between a Police 
car and two men and compensation to 
the amount of $180 has to be met. 

Mr. de AGUIAR : I am nry glad I 
asked the qu·astion. I thought this item 
hE:re or fund, which is under the control 
of the Colonial Secretary, covered such 
little things like petty expenditure. Now 
I hear it is for the purpose of paying com­
pensation for the Police Department and 
something else. I am going to suggest 
seriously that this is not the prop·ar 
place for it. Hon. Members are unable to 
keep track of expenditure when it is 
allowed to be met from Contingencies 
under the control of the Colonial Secre­
tary_ Surely it can be put under the Head 
of Police. The Police Department ought 
to pay the compensation when one of 
their cars get into trouble·. But they s'zem 
to get into troublf. very often. I would 
like to see compensation for accidents of 
that kind placed under the Police Vote 
so that it can be seen easily. 

Mr. JACOB: I am afraid I do not 
agree with the hon. Member. How can 
you anticipate what amount must be 
placed on the Estimates? I think it is 
being placed under the correct head -­
'1Misce1laneous - Contingencies•". I am 
afraid my hon. Friend has miss·�d the 
point on this occasion. I do agree that 
the Police cars and motor cycles run 
about the streets of the town far too 
r-acklesslY. They ji1st race along the
streets as if they own the place. I think
a stop ought to be put to that. I think

the Commissioner of Police ought to look 
into this matter. Only y•zsterday I saw 
a motor cycle ridden by a policeman 
travelling on the street at about 40 
miles an hour, while h·z should not be 
going at more than 15 miles an hour. I 
am not surprised that these accidents do 
occur. My attention was drawn to the 
fact that the Police cars instead of being 
used are misused. At some Jat·er stage 
we shall ser. the condition of the cars 
from what use t1:h2y are b•.:ing put to, and 
how they have deteriorated. 

M1·. de AGUIAR: I would not like the 
hon. M·zmber's remarks to go unchal­
lenged. I want to r·emind him that if he 
turns to the various Heads on the Esti­
mates hz would se-z the item of compe<nsa­
tion has been put down as a token voite 
every y<zar. and if the amount is exhausted 
Government comes back to the Council 
for an increase. I suggest to him to look 
under th-e Head-"Tramrport and Har­
bours Department"-and the Heads of 
the various other Government Depart­
m-2nts where the itP.m of compensation 
appears. It does not surprise me that he 
agrees that compensation in this case 
should appear under a vote of which I 
had no knowledge, and I do not think the 
hon. Member himself has any. 

Mr. LEE: I would lik·a to' find out 
whether the Police cars are insured 
against "third party" risk or otherwise. 
If that is so, I do not see the necessity 
for a vote in this Council. According to 
the law every car on the road must carry 
··third party" insurance. Therefore in
the event of any accident this Council
will not have to vote any money as com­
p•;msation save and except an excess over
$5,000. I do not know whether the Police
cars are exempted from "third party" in­
surance.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The 
subhead "Contingencies" is to cover ex­
p·anditure that cannot be easily fixed 
under any vote on the Estimates. In so 
far as compensation is concerned to 
which the hon. Member for Central Dem­
erara has referred, there is already a vot·3 
on the Estimates for compensation under 
the Workmen's Compensation Act. But 
this will not. be compensation under that 
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Act. There ;,; rn; :-�::er approp1%t� I!f'.ld 
in th() Es�,m::;:,r., r.o which it Cr\il be 
charged. 

Mr. F'ERREIH-A: I fail to se-;, why 
an amounL like that should not be in­
serted as "Upkeep and Maintenance of 
Police v-ehicles." It is a matter which con­
cerns the running of these vehicles. I 
totally agree with what I hav-z heard 
about these Police cars running about 
furiously. Som-� care ought to be exercised 
in that direction. The question raised 
by the hon. Member for Essequibo River 
(I.I.fr. Lee) is an interesting one. I 
gather the law says that every car must 
have "third party" insuranc•e, and I do 
not see why the Police cars should not 
be so covered. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: That 
risk is carriEd by Gov-arnment itself. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: Arising out of 
that. every lawyer knows how difficult it 
is to sue the Government. It takes a 
lawyer a considerable amount of thought 
to do so, as it is not the usual writ. I can 
assure the hon. th1� Colonial Treasur,ar 
that, but for that fact Government 
would haVe b-aen sued many more times 
than it is sued at the present moment. 

The CHAIRMAN: 
companies will not 
business at all. 

Some insurance 
tak-e Goverrunent 

Mr. LEE: The reason is that the 
driver's name has to be given. What I 
am concerned about is that accid·ants do 
occur and a poor man cannot recover 
damages from Government for injury he 
receives, as th•a process is a very expen­
sive one. I would like to ask Government 
whether it is not possible to introduce 
legislation or otherwise· whereby when 
these accidents do occur, soma process 
may be made available to the injured 
party to recover compensation from Gov­
ernment without the expense of engaging 
a lawyer. 
Item 45 - Exvenses of visit of expert to

advise on manufacture of White and 

Aluminous cements, $7,040. 
Mr. LEE: . May I enquire whether 

this Council or the- Executive Council 
was consulted in resp,ect of this expendi-

ture? As r::1 Elected Member of this 
Council I thought that this expert's 
expanses were being paid by the Imperial 
Governmrnt from the Colonial Develop­
mrnt and Welfare grant. Her-a we find 
that we have to pay this expert's 
expens·2s to the tune of $7,040. After this 
expert has given his report, is this Gov­
ernment going to undertake or vot-e the 
money for the erection of a factory? 
What is the use or this Government 
spending this money when it is not going 
to carry out the expert's recommenda­
tion, if at all it is favourable, but will 
throw it in a pigeon-hole or the waste 
paper basket, unless there are firms 
abroad or locally who ar-a interested in 
these industries and will buy copies of the 
report and then invest money in thes-e 
industries? We have already spent this 
mon-ey, but I am asking Government that 
in future, when any exp·ert is to come here 
and this Colony has to bear the cost of 
his visit, this Council be consult·ed. 

Mr. FERREIRA: I am rather dis­
appointed and surprised at the remarks 
made by the hon. Member. As a British 
Guianese one would have thought he 
would be glad to have all the facts about 
our interior's wealth placed before the 
world so that outside capitalists as well 
as local capitalists could be interested 
and find it worthwhile to assist in the 
develo.pment of this country. I commend 
Government for going forward with this 
matter. It is only by these means we can 
hopa to make any progress. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: I was, hoping the 
hon. Member for Essequibo River would 
have as,ked Government a sp·ecific ques­
tion on this matter. He has failed to do 
so, and I have risen to get some clarifica­
tion of it. What I think hon. Members 
would like to know-eertainly I would 
like to know-is whether Government 
will make the report, which will be 
issued at some time or other by this 
gentleman, available to any interested 
party. I would agre-e with the hon. 
MembeT if the intention is that this 
gentleman will make his report and it will 
be considered and possibly pigeon-holed. 
What is meant is that Government 
should make the report available to 
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interested persons. I do not think that 
such a report will be published as the 
hon. Member thinks. If my understand­
ing of the matter is correct, then I think 

the obvious question is whether Govern­
ment will make this report available to 
any party or parties interested in the 
the development of projects of this kind. 
I would like to ask Government that 
question. 

Mr. GONSALVES: Arising out of 
the discussion which has taken place on 
this particular item, I desire to draw 
Members' attention to the reply given 
to my question which �as been answered 
today, The question reads: 

"Will Government make a state­
ment as to the action taken or pro­
posed to be taken on Reports sub­
mitted to Governmant by the 
Secondary Industri·es Committee or 
other persons from time to time, in 
connection with the introduction of 
new industries in the Colony ?" 

The reply that has been given to me 

is: 

"During his visit to the Unit·ad 
Kingdom last year, Mr. G. 0. Case. 
Chairman, Secondary and Minor In­
dustries Board, submitted six pre­
liminary reports on the possibilities of 
manufacturing-

<a> White and Aluminous c-arnent;

(b) Paper Pulp;

(c) Glass;

( d) Plywood and veneers:

(e) China.ware, pottery. and kao­
lin fillers for the rubb-a1-,
paper, and paint industries;

(f) Refractory products.

"The following action has al­
ready been taken:-

1. White Cement: Mr. R. E. P. 
Shearer of the firm of Messrs. Henry 
Poole r-acently visited the Colony, 
and it is expected that within the 
next three months he will report to 
Government on the economic im­
plications of cement manufacture in 
British Guiana ..... " 

It seems from that answer we will 

have to wait three months in order to 

have the report and to find out the possi-

bilities of cement manufacture in the 
Colony. If that is so, we would have to 
€xercise patience for some months to see 
what the report will bring forth. 

Mr. JACOB: I am inclined to agree 
that the money to be voted today, $7,040, 
is somewhat on the high side. Then there 
is a note which reads: 

"It is probable that further 
supplementary provision under (b) 
-Travelling and other exp-enses of
Mr. Shearer-will be required but 
this is dep,:mdent on shipping con­
nections of Mr. Shearer." 

I believe this Council will be asked 
to vote a further sum of money in connec­
tion with these Secondary Industries. 
What would be the position if this Colony 
spent $7,000 on each of the six new 
industries that are proposed? If there 
are going to ba results, very well and 
good, but not if the Colony is just going 
to get these reports and pigeon�hole them 
aft·ar spending a large sum of money to 
get them. I think these things should be 
followed up in a different way. 
there is someone interested 

Unless 
in the 

development of these industries, Govern­

ment should not go to the expense of 

getting experts to advise on them. If 
thue are no enquiries and no one is pre­
pared to do it and Government is not 
prepared to do it, what is the object of 
sp·anding all this money? I do think that 
spending such a large sum of money 
without the possibility of starting the in­
dustries seems to be almost a hopeless 
situation. That has been the unfortunate 
position in this Colony for a long time. I 
rar-aly see _anything practical done. Per­
haps I am wrong. Perhaps I am a pessi­
mist. I would like to be an optimist and 
to· see certain development, but for the 
present I can see nothing practical. I 
urge on Gov·ernment to go slowly in get­
ting experts to prepare reports for these 
large sums of money_ 

Mr. LEE: I would ask Gov·arnment 
that as many of these reports and geo­
logical reports be published in appropri­
ate magazines or we2kly editions of 
certain papers abroad. If these reports 
are published in g·eological magazines in 
England and Canada we may find capi-
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talists in those countries being interested 

in them. In this instanc-e I ask when the 

report is sent to Government th�t Gov­

ernment should consider its publication 
in Canada and England in appropriate 

magazines or w•eekly papers. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: With regard to 

the remarks of the hon. Member for 

North Western District (Mr. Jacob), I 

can assure him that, particularly in con­
n:zction with the expert who came down 

here with respect to White Cement, there 

WEr•e several enquiries and capitalists are 
vErY ke·en about it. If this white· cement 

can be manufactured economically in this 

Colony, it would he a considerable boon 

to the Secondary and Minor Industries. 

This report will be read with considerable 

interest by s·everal firms, and there have 

been several enquiries. They have al­

r-eady practically intimated their willing­
ness to come in without awaiting th·e 

nport. It is a question of wealth coming 

in if this particular form of cement, 

white c·2ment, which is very valuabl•e and 

which is the cement used considerably 

instead of marble and things of that kind, 

b-ecomes an industry.

Mr. JACOB: I am very glad to hear 

that. I do not know much about it at the 

mom.:nt to be able to torm a considered 

opinion, but if this expenditure is going 

to bring people here to develop this thing 

it would be a very good thing for this 

Colony, I would like just to make an­

other point in connection with this 

matter. I do not think it is wise to put 
forward a Budget Statement in this 

Colony showing huge deficits. For 

tnstanc·e, the last Budget showed a 

deficit of nearly $3,000,000 for this year 

and over $2,000,000 for last year. Yet you 

expect capitalists to come here and 

invest in new industries. I have been 

asked in Canada rec·ently: "Are we going 

to get protection from taxes if \Ve have 

to contribute to the deficit in the work­

ing of the Colony?" If the deficits were 

real one would be satisfied, but when 

these deficits are so imaginary and so 

huge, clisplaying very little skill in their 

preparation, then I ask t-his Government 

to endeavour not to damage the reputa­

tion of the Colony by putting forward 

such figures. I understand the deficit for 

last year amountecl to only $1,000,000, 

while it was shown in the Budgeit State­

ment as being nearly $3,000,000. The 
deficit for this year is shown as being 

over $2,500,000, but I doubt whether it 

will be $1,000,000. I think that Budget 

Statements of that kind frighten away 

capitalists from the Colony. I think 

Government should be very cautious, if 

it int·ends to invite and encourage 

capitalists to come here, not to put for­

ward figurfs that are erroneous. I trust 

that when we se-e the Budget this year 

I will not have the occasion to make the 

very caustic comn1ent I made last y•ear. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I 

would like to say, the matter of the 

Budget is being gone into very carefully, 

and I hope when the time comes the 

forecast will be as nzar reality as 

possible. 

The CHAIRMAN: The suggestion of 

the publication of repor-ts abroad is noted. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I think arrange­

ments are being made for that. 

The CHAIRMAN: The report shoulcl 

be published in technical journals abroad. 

That is what is meant? 

<Mr. LEE: Yes. 

Mr. C. V. W:IGHT: We had one of the 

reports printed at your direction. 

Item 46-Leave Passages, Public Officers, 

$5,000. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: When 

I moved the motion for Leave Passages 

I informed t11e Council that-with Your 
Excellency's permission I will read from 

th3 Hansard report--

"0 f /icers can only qualify for 
this concession when they haV'e com­
plet·ed a minimum tour, which is 
three years in the c,::ise of senior offi­
cers." 

Actually I was wrong. It should be 

two years in the case of senior officers and 

three years in t.he case of junior officel"'S. 

The reason why that slip occurred in my 

statement I cannot now trace, except that 

the papers had referred to officers entitled 
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to six months leave after three years and 
I must have got confus·ed. The point I 
am trying to make is simply this: A mini­
mum tour is three years. It does not 
make any difference in principl,e because 
a minimum tour is not the time an officer 
actually goes on leave, as ,either he can­
not be spared or he does not want to go 
on leave. I do not think it makes any 
difference to the question at all, but the 
fact is that this Council has approved of 
regulations which provide for leave 
passages to be granted after an officer 
has completed a minimum tour. What 
I had said was quite wrong. The minimum 
tour is two years for senior officers and 
three years for junior officers. 

POOR 

Item 6-Uniforms for Nurses and Ser­
vants, $1,800. 
Mr, LEE: Under this item I desire to 

plead for Nu>rses and the lower-paid 
employees at the Alms House. When 
there are vacancies in the higher grade 
it is reasonable for those in th·e lower 
grade to expect that they will be pro­
moted. I understand that there are two 
vacancies in the higher grade at present, 
but no promotion has been made. I do 
not think that is right and I would ask 
that inquiry be made into it. Fur­
ther, it is thought that this is an 
institution in which nursing is a neces­
sity and that th·ere should be a 
satisfactory standard of pay as in similar 
institutions. I ask Your Excellency to go 
into the matter. 

Th·e CHAIRMAN: I will ask the 
Colonial Secretary to pursue the matter. 

Item passed. 

POST OFFICE 

Item 3-Uniform, $1,600. 
Mr. JACOB: I would like to raise th•a 

question again about the delivery of 
letters to persons living on the front lands 
of sugar estates, and on other lands owned 
by o,her people. I think the Postmaster 
General has received a communication 
about this maU)er. The distance from 
the Post Office to where some of these 

people live -is nearer than the distance 
between their homes and the Manager's 
housa. Recently I received complaintG 
which showed that sometimes letters re­
mained at the Manager's house for as long 
as a week. I had an interview with the 
Postmaster-General recently and he said 
he had received complaints but improve­
ment of the situation would mean 
increased staff. I ask this Government 
to have letters addressed to thi,rd parties 
when it is 1-equested that they be delivered 
directly to the addressees. I am not sug­
gesting that the whole system oe changed, 
but that there should be some improve­
ment. I have been raising this question 
here for the last 8 or 10 years. and I will 
continue to do so until some improvement 
is made. 

The CHAIRMAN: I will ask the Col-
onial Secretary to take notice of it. 

Item passed. 

THANSPOIVJ.' & HARBOURS DEPT. 

Item 13 - Purchase of motor car,
$1,000. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: I do not know 
wheth-er there is a little omission here. 
We are being asked to vote $1,000 for the 
purch�se of a motor car, but I do not see 
any vote for the upkeep or the running 
of theJ car. I am wondering whether 
there 1s an omission, or whether this is 
one ofj those cases where we are being 
asked .to bite a little bait first and that
in addition to this expenditure we will 
have to pay for th-a running of the car, 
and for the chauffeur and so on. If that 
is so :rl think we should be informed at 
once so that we could come to some 
conclu�ion as to whether this amount 
should !be voted or not. I would ask the 
Hon. the Colonial Treasur.cr to assist us 
on the point. 

Mr. JACOB: I do not follow the 
remarks of the last speaker. The hon. 
Memb-ar is a Commissioner of the Trans­
port and Harbours Board and yet he comes 
here and questions a vote of $1..000 for a 
motor car to be used by the General Man­
ager. After all, Members of this Council 
should be able to rely on Members of that 
Board for information. Is the Board use-
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less, or is it a dictatorship Board or not ? 

I s·ee all the Members of the Board present 

are enjoying this debate, and I do not like 

the way in which the poor taxpayers' 

money is being voted. I should like to 

hear a little more about this matter. 

Mr. LEE : I should like to tell my 
friend on my right <Mr. Jacob) that I am 

a Memb·er of the· Board and I do not think: 

this matter was ever put before the Board. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : I 

should like to explain that this it·em of 

$1,000 comes under Ca!1ital Expenditure 

and should be charged to the Annual 
Recurrent Vote of the Transport and 

Harbours Department. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: I am afraid the 
Hon. the Colonial Treasurer has not an­

swered my question at all. He has only 

told me where to look for the vote. There 
is no indication that this car will be for 

t.h•e sole use of the General Manager of 

the Transport and Harbours Department, 

and whether the cost of the upkee!) and 

the chauffeur and so on is going to be 
paid by the Department. I must antici­
pate that the answer is going to be in the 

affirmative and, therefore, I must say that 

it is a reversal of Government's policy in 
matters of this kind. r happen to know 

that if a Government officer requires a 

car for the performance of his duties Gov­

ernment would assist him in buying it, but 
this seems to me to be a departure from 
that policy. If it is the intention of the 

Department to pay the cost of upkeep of 

the car, then I am going to ask for an an­
nouncement of Government's policy. I 

would like to know whether Government 
is pr·apared to acquire cars for the use 

of Civil Servants rather than pay the 

allowances we are now paying. I have in 

mind the fact that this Council was 

approached not so long ago for an increase 

in these allowances, and I am wondering 

whether it has been found that the allow­

anc·as are too much and that it will be 

more beneficial for Government to operate 

its own cars. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I quite agree 

that this item involves a principle, and 

an important principle at that. I see in 

the B.e1,1arks column that the cal' has 

been taken over from the Motor Lorries 

Control, but I do not know what that 

means. I know that the Controllers are 
the Police and that th•ey are the head 

of that department, and if this means 

the buying of a motor car from the Police 
Department, I would mov•a the deletion 

of the item. 

Mr. LEE: I would suggest that the 

item be postponed. During the consid·era­

tion of the Motor Vehicles and Road 
Transport (Amendment) Bill ther•a was 

no provision made for supervision by the 
General Manager of the Transnort and 

Harbours Dapart.me:nt, or by the Con­
troller of Motor Lorries, .but if this is an 

indirect way of purchasing a motor car 

for the General Manager and cha.rging 
the cost of maintanance, against the 

Department, I do not think it would be 

best to pass the item now. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I 
would -axplain th9t the $1,000 is really a 

reimbursement; it is not an actual •ax­

penditure. The car was purchased from 

the Traffic Office which is going out of 

existence and it is being taken over by 
the Transport and Harbours Depart.: 

ment. As regards maintenance, that is a 

matter for the Transport and Harbours 

Department whose estimates do not reach 

this Council. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: I cannot accept 

that. I think the Hon. the Colonial Treas­

urer means that if the Transport and Har­

bours Department operates at a profit its 

estimates might not reach this Council. I 

want to remind him that so long as 

this Department operates at a loss and 
has to come to this Council for coverage 
then its estimates must come here. I 

want to know whether this is a raver§a-1 

of Government's policy-to purchase a 

motor car and let the Department pay for 

its upke•ap-as against the present policy 

whereby an officer is required to pur­

chase a car and if, due to financial cir­

cumstances, he is unabl·e to pay for it 

then Government usually comes to his 

a.;sistanc•e and lends him the money to pay 

for it and h-e repays the capital cost. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 

think the hon. Memoor is wrong; we 

cannot make an,l'oocty ouy a car. If an 
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officer has to use a car, however, and 
would not buy but just hires one, that 
might mean considerably more expense 
to Government. 

The CHAIRMAN: It is often better 
to assist him in buying a car. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
will point out with the greatest respect 
that if an officer has to use a car he 
should be assisted to get one. This Coun­
cil seems to have· overlooked the fact that 
only about 8 months ago it pass·ed a 
vote to buy a car for the Medical Superin­
tendent of the hospital at Mahaica. 

1 Therefore, there is nothing unusual in
this item. There may be certain circum­
stances which justify an individual case, 
but in this particular case no money was 
expended. This is just a transfer of 
money from one Head to another, and 
when I was asked by the General Man­
ager of the Transport and Har,bours 
Department whether it was a proper 
thing to do, I said "Yes, provided an 
accurate Jog book is kept." Col. Teare 

told ffi'i!! that ev•2ry mile done by that car 
is noted and that it will only be used on 
Government duty. 

The CHAIRMAN: I agree with what 
the Colonial Secretary has said-that it 
is not the general policy to buy a car for 
an officer, but that there may be special 
circumstances. That is one· question of 
principle, but the other is that this car 
was owned by the Motor Lorries Control 
and why should we not take it over for 
the General Manager of the Transport 
and Harbours Department. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Ex­
cept that th•e Motor Lorries Control 
no longer wanted it. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: The fact of the 
matter is that this car is being taken 
away, It was being used by the Motor 
Lorries Control for operations in the 
Corentyne district and was therefore· 
m:cessary at the time. The General 
Manager of the Transport and Har_, 
bours Department said he wanted a car, 
and he took it. The only way to get over 
that difficulty was, as the Hon. the 
Colonial Treasurer said, to make a cross 
entry in the books and credit the Motor 

Lorries Control with a hypothe-tical 
figure of $1,000. I ·would lik-. to know who 
gave the valuation of this car as $1,000. 
I would not like to enter into competition 
with the, Departm,mt, but I would pay 
$1,500 for it now, and I would make a 

profit on a resale. I gather from. the 
remarks mada: by the Hon. the Colonial 
Tre-asurer-he did not quite say it but I 
understood him to mean it--that the 
cost of running the car with all the 
little frills, such as driver and so on, 
will be borne by the Transport and Har­
bours Department. That must be so, 
because it has been stated here that the 
allowance whch is being paid to the 
General Manager will la!)se. I was never 
aware that the General Manager even 
received a motor car allowance. If he has 
to inspect the New Amsterdam area he 
should trave-1 by train, and if he does not 
travel by train he would not be doing his 
job properly. He will have to pass about 
20 stations on the way, all of which will 
need inspection, and if he went by car 
he would be neglecting to visit these 
stations. My recollection is that the Gen­
eral Manager hired a car when he 
wanted one, paying a certain 1·ate of 
mile:age. I do not think any Member of 
this Council is convinced that the Gen­
eral Manager of the Transport and Har­
bours Department has more need for a 
car than the Controller of Motor Lorries. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
Gene·ral Manager did not tak•e it away 
from the Motor Lorries Controller. The 
Controller wrote and said: "I have no 
us,a for the car and I understand the 
General Manager of the Transport and 
Harbours Department wanted it." I 
agreed on the understanding that a log 
book will be kept_ I also stated in the 
file that this will not be a precedent as 
regards Government officers. 

Mr. THOMPSON: This question, to

me, is most amusing, There are certain 
Members who, apparently, know more 
about it than others, but I am very glad 
the discussion has come up and that I 
have heard what fell from the lips of the 
hon. Member for Central Demerara. He 
states that the car has been taken 
away-
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: And 
I have dmied that. 

Mr. THOMPSON: I agree that soma 
more information should be given to us 
or that the item should be thrown out. 

Mr. GONSALVES: Am I to undEr­
stand that after this car is tak·,m over 
there will not be any need for another 
by the Controller of Motor Lorries? 

Th3 COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
think so. This car was purchased by the 
Lorries Control for use on th•e Coren­
tyne Coast and was no longer required 
by them. It was there lying idle and it 
is now being transferred to the Transport 
and Harbours Department with the con­
sent of Government-with the consent of 
myself and the Acting Governor. The 
Gemral Manager ask·ed to have the per­
sonal use of it and I thought that in view 
of his high position and responsibilities 
and duties it was a reasonable l"equest. It 
is not a question of buying a new car; it 
is a question of using a car that has 
already been paid for by Gov•arnment.(, 
and I cannot defer consideration of the 
matter. There is nothing mor•e to tell 
hon. Members. I have- told you all the 
story. (Laughter). 

Mr. FERREIRA: I reside in B-erbice 
and if I have seen the car up there 
twic•e, then that is as much. At any rate, if 
the car is going a-begging I think the Pub­
lic Works Department would like to have 
it. 

Mr. PERCY c. WIGHT: I am a 
member of the Transport and Harbours 
Board and I can say that nothing has 
been heard there about this car. I can­
not sez the logic in the Hon. the Colonial 
Treasurer's statement that it will be a 
cross entry. The money has to be paid 
to somebody for the car. We had a meet­
ing here the oth•er afternoon and noth­
ing was said about it. I would like to 
know where the car is at the moment 
and, I think, the matter should be post­
poned. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
car is under the control of the Transport 
and Harbours Dctsartment. I repeat that 
no money has to be paid for it. 

The CHAIRMAN: We would like td 
sell it for some money. 

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT: I consider 
that that car will be a gift to anybody for 
$1,000. If I am going to sit on the Board 
and allow things like that to happen, 
then I had better come off. It is one of 
the best cars in the- Colony. 

Mr. GONSALVES: I do not like the 
taste of the d·ebate on this matter. Here 
we have a matter concerning the Trans­
port and Harbours Department and 
Memb-ers of the Board saying they do 
not know anything about it as it never 
came before them. It confirms the 
doubt in the minds of the community when 
that first Transport and Harbours Bill 
cam-e up to give absolute power to the 
General Manager to do w·hatever he likes, 
whenever and hO\vever he likes. That 
power is not in his hand, but there has 
been placed before this Council an item 
concerning a car for his persona.I use and 
Members of the Transport and Harbours 
Board, the controlling authority of the 
DeparLmenL, know nothing about it. 

The CHAIRMAN: The General 
Manager got an allowance before? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: He 
got $20 per month. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: I am glad for that 
information. Government says "Give him 
a car" and, possibly, we will have to give 
him a chauffeur. The car has to run, 
and I do not know wh•ether the car will 
run on air or petrol. I am sure it is going 
to cost this Government $70 per month. 
I really do not like it. 

Mr. GONSALVES: I formally move 
the del-etion of the item. 

The CHAIRMAN : Why have you 
put this particular item the deletion of 
which is moved? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Can 
I sugg,est to hon. Members that they 
should not really attack this matter. 
Take it as a car belonging to the Trans­
port and Harbours Depu..·tul�ut and 
allow the matter to be def�rred so as to 
let the General Manager consult the 
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·Board of Commissioners and th-cn come
back again to this Council. Why not
transfer it to the Department and not to
the General Manager personally?

Th2 CHAIRMAN: That is what it 
is now. 

Mr. LEE: There will be an increa$e. 
If the General Manager is given an 
allowance of $20 per month and he goes 
to the Board with this cost of $70 per 
month, would they agree to it? It means 
an increase of $50 per month expendi­
ture. 

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT: I ask that 
it be not struck out, but let it go before 
the Commissioners first. W.e, bought a 
station waggon and had to get Gov·zrn­
ment's permission to do so. 

Tht, CHAiIRMAN: In other words, 
pass the item subject to confirmation 
by the Board. 

MEMBERS (in chorus): No. 

Mr. GONSALVES: My purpo&e in 
moving the deletion is to show disap­
proval of the matter. I do not think it 
is the proper way in which the ma.tter has 
b-2en gone about.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
suggest that it be deferred to the Trans­
port and Harbours Board. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: Is it with­
drawn? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It 
will be withdrawn. 

Item withdrawn. 

CoLONfAL DEYEI,OPMENT AND YVELl1'ARE 
8CHRMES 

Uem A. 9�Improvem'ent Work ,,t Rice 

Exveriment Station, $2,712.27. 

Mr. LEE: This Rice Experiment 
Station, I tak•e it, is the one at Abary. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: This has nothing 
whatever to do with the Mahaicony­
Abary Scheme. 

Mr. LEE: I say nothing more. 

!tern L. 1-Labour 0/Ji,cers' Conference

in Barbados, April, 1946, Attendance 

of E.G. delegate, $192. 

Mr. LEE: I would like to mention 
here for the purpose of having it re­
corded that ther-2 is necessity for co­
operation between the workers and Gov­
ernment in all these Colonies. Therefore 
when the Labour Department sends its 
officers at Government's •expense to a 
conference in Barbados of Labour Officers 
in the Coloni·es without any representa­
tive of the workers at that conference, 
how can there be that desired co-opera­
tion in respect of the labour policy of the 
Governments throughout the West 
Indies? I ask Government to make as a 
,recommzndati!.on that at these labour 
conferences there should be a repres·znta­
tiv•z from the worktrs themselves, chosen 
by election or otherwise·, so that they can 
Jom in the discussion on the future 
policy of the Labour Departments. Those 
representatives on their return to their 
respective Colonies will be able to in­
form the workers as to the policy Gov­
ernment desires to carry out. In the 
interest of co-operation the workers 
should know what occurred at the Con­
ference and wha.t is Gov•ernment's policy. 
At present they know nothing about what 
has taken place, a.t the last confzi·ence, 
Except that they are able to see the 
report. I sincer-2ly hope- the B.P.I. will 
publish these reports as time goes on. 

The CHAIRMAN: I tak,z a note of 
that and will have that comment passed 
on. 

1','.IrncELLANEous. ( SuuvENTrONS, ElTc. 
OTHER 'l'HAN l\:IUNlCIPAL) 

Item 62 - Subsidy to British Guiana 

United Broadcasting Comr-,:my, Ltd., 

$5,000. 

Mr. LEE: I am going to ask Yout

Excellency to int-crvene on behalf of the 
B.P.I. to get a longer time for the broad­
cast of its information. As far as I 
undErstand, the B.P.I. is only given a 
limited time and there is difficulty in 
broadcasting all the nec·zssary details 
which the public should know. I ask that 
enquiries be made into the matter with 
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the view of securing a long·er time for the 
B.P.I. to broaddast certain necessary in­
formation. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: I think what the 
hon. M·ember for Essequibo River means 
is not that the Station will not give the 
time to the B.P.r., but it is that the 
B.P.I. has not the funds to purchase th:; 
time from th•a Station. Unless the hon 
Member m·aans that by reason of the 
subsidy granted by Government. Gov­
ernment should approach the Station for 
free time. I am not aware that Govern­
ment receives any free time from the 
Station. If it is in respect of free time I 
would like to be so informed. What I 
understood when I had a conversation 
with the Publicity Officer on this ques­
tion of broadcasting·, was that formerly 
the Publicity Officer got a much longer 
time, about two or thre-a times a week. 
but now that has been reduced to once a 
weoek and only on Sunday for a very short 
time-fifteen minutes. I agree with the 
hon. Member that fifte-en minutes per 
week for the B.P.I. is insufficient to 
broadcast Government information to 
the peop1'e. If it is found that the new 
Service Station is of value to the people, 
then it se-ems we should al:;:o consider 
doing the job properly. I agree that fif­
teen minutes is too short to disseminate 
Government information to the people 
and, pe-rhaps, it is a waste of money. 
Either we must do it properly or not at 
all I think we should do something in 
the matter. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: As Chairman of 
the B.P.I. Committee I may say that 
there is a draft rEpresentation to be 
made to Government on this subject. 
whit� Members have not seen it. I have 
revised it and it will be circulat·ad to 
Members. It deals with the whole qu·zs­
tion of the · radio receiving licenc·as and 
as to how far the Broadcasting Company 
�hould be entitled to r·eceive those 
licences. The great objection �s the 
limited period that the B.P.I. is given on 
the programmes. It is not always a veTy 
convenient hour. The whole question is 
under consideration. 

,Mr. LEE: I am a member of that 
Committee and I desire that if our policy 
Is to be carried out and the B.P.I. has in-

formation, be it foreign, imperial or 
local, to be broadcast. there must be 
some means of obtaining a longer time 
than fifteen minutes. 

The Council resumed. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I 
beg to move that this Council approves 
of the Schedule of Additional Provision 
for August, 1946, as am,mded. 

The COLONIAL SECRET ARY se­
conded. 

Question put, and agTeed to. 

Motion adopted. 

CossTABULARY (A1vrEND�rnN·r) BILL 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Your 
Exc·ellency, with the permission of Mem­
bers of the Council I. beg to move th•e first 
reading of a Bill intituled-

"An Ordinanc•2· further to amenc' 
the Constabulary Ordinance by pro­
viding for the JJreservation of the 
P·ansion Rights of a Non-Commis­
sioned Officer or Constable when 
seconded or temporarily transf·erred." 

Mr. CRITCHLO\,V seconded. 

Question put. and agreed to. 

Bill read a first time. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I move 
the suspension of th-e Standing Rules and 
Orders to allow me to proceed with the 
Bill through the other stages today. 

Mr. CRITCHLOW seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Your 
ExceJJ-ency, this Bill, I suggest to hon. 
Merr.bers, is not of a controversial nature 
as will be seen from the Objects and Rea­
sons which accompany the Bill and 
which r,ead:-

"If a non-commissioned officer 
or a constable is s·econded or tempor­
arily transferred to duties other than 
those of a member of the Police 
Force of this Colony, the period of 
his service in the employment to 
which he is seconded or temporarily 
transferred would not count as s·er-
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vice for pension under the Constabu­
lary Ordinance, Chapter 30, and 
when he rzsumes duty as a member 
of the Police Force there would be a 
break in his pensionable service. 

"This is not considered to be 
desirable, and the ob,i,ect of this Bill 
is to provide for the preservation of 
the pension rights of a non-commis­
sioned officer or constable in the cir­
cumstances stated in paragraph l". 
I may mention for the information of 

hon. Members, that the main matter 
which has made the Bill necessary is 
that some time ago the Government of 
the Bahamas asked this Colony whether 
it can recommend candidates for second­
ment as Inspectors with the Bahamas 
Police Forc-e. After some correspondence 
this Government recommended certain 
candidates one of whom has been 
selected. There are two points which 
arise in r•egard to this. First of all the 
question of payment of pension over and 
above that provided in respect of the 
Officer i,e,conded. That point has be-en 
s·ettled, the Legislative Council of the 
Bahamas, the receiving Colony, having 
approved of the payment of pension con­
tribution. The s·econd point arose in view 
of the fact that the Ordinance, Chapter 
30, does not contemplate th•e secondment 
or temporary transfer of non-commis­
sioned officers and constables of the 
Police Force of this Colony_ This Bill 
which is in general terms s•eeks to make 
provision in respect of such a contin­
gency, With this observation I beg to 
move that the Bill be now read a second 
time. 

Mr. CRITCHLOW seconded. 

Mr. JACOB: I only desire to ask a 
question. The Bill has only been published 
on th•e 21st September. Is it strictly in 
accordance with the Standing Rules to 
put the Bill through today? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I had 
asked for the suspension of the Stand­
ing Rules to do so. I take it, the matter 
not being controversial, the Standing 
Rules and Orders can be suspended to 
enable a matter of this sort to go through, 
provided hon. Members have no objec­
tion to such a course heing taken. I take 
it that hon. Members have no objection 

in a matter of this sort. �e hon. Member 
has raised the• point of procedure. The 
very fact of having the Standing Rules 
and Orders suspended provides the neces­
sary procedure. 

Question put, and agi..,�ed to. 

Bill read a second time. 

On a motion by the ATTORNEY -
GENERAL seconded by Mr. CRITCHLOW 
th·z Council resolved itself into Com­
mitte•c to consider the Bill clause by clause. 

COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE 

Clause 2 - Preservation of Pension 
Rights. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I P,sk 
leave to delete the comma and the words 
"with the consent of" and to substitute 
therefor the word "for". 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Clause as amended passed, 

The Council resumed. 

The PRESIDENT: With the consent 
of M'zmb·ers I propose to call on the hon. 
the Attorney-General to move the third 
reading of the Bill. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I beg 
to move that the Bill be now read a third 
time and passed. 

Mr. CRITCHLOW seconded. 

Qu·estion put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a third time and passed. 

ADDITIONAL 1st CLASS PILOT 
The PRESIDENT :We have now that 

motion on Message No. 8 which I gather 
the hon. the Colonial Treasurer proposes 
to put forward now. Is that in order Mr. 
Attorney-General ? 

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL: If hon. 
Members agree. 

The PRESIDENT: There being no 
objection I call on the· hon. the Colonial 
Trea,surer to move the motion. 
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The COLONIAL TREASURER: I beg 
to move the suspension of the Standing 
Rules and Orders to enable me to move 
the following motion:-

"That, with reference to Gov­
ernor's Message No. 8 of the 25th 
September, 1946, this Council ap­
prov·es of the number of first class 
Pilots in the Transport and Har­
•bours Department being increased 
from two to three. 

The COLONIAL SECRET ARY s·e­
concl'ed. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Relevant Standing Rules a:nd Orders 
suspend•ed. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The 
establishment of Pilots consists of one 
Chief Pilot, two 1st Class Pilots and six 
2nd Class Pilots. Under the Harbours and 
Pilotage Ordinance a 2nd Class Pilot is, 
only licensed to pilot vessels in the George­
town Pilotage area, the southern boundary 
of the Port of Georgetown. The number 
of vessels coming now to the Colony 
requiring to be piloted outside the 
Georgetown Pilotage area is more· than 
the number of 1st Class Pilots can handle. 
It is therefore necessary to meet 
the position by asking this Council to 
substitute a 2nd Class Pilot for a 1st Class 
Pilot, the substitution to take place from 
the 1st June, this year. The cost will be 
$480. I trust this Council will have no 
difficulty in approving of the motion 

The COLONIAL SECRET ARY se­
conded. 

The PRESIDENT: I think the Mes­
sage explains itself. Hon. Members are 
invited by the proposal of the hon. the 
Colonial Treasure.r to approve of this ap­
pointment of a 1st Class Pilot. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Motion unanimously adopted. 

The PRESIDENT: I have now a notice 
that one, hon. Member desires to raise on 
adjournment a matter of public import­
ance. The suggestion has b1.:en made by 
the hon. the Deputy President himself 
that I do not adjourn Council but that I 
vacate the Chair. I accordingly do so 
and ask the· Deputy President to preside. 

The President left the Chamber and 

the Deputy Pre:Nilent (Hon. E.G. Woolford, 

O.B.E., K.C.J occupied the Chair.) 

E.:s:'l'ENRrnN OF GovERKOR 's TERM 

OF OFFICE 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Hon. 
Members, I would like to speak to you on 
a matter of public imJ)ortance, and for 
that reason I am going to ask that 
the hen. the Colonial Secre1tary and 
the hon. the Colonial Treasurer should in 
the circumstances withdraw from the 
Council. The hon. the• Attorney-General 
may remain for reasons that will be 
cxplainEd to hon. Members. 

The Colonial Secretary and the Col­

onial Tr'easurer here retired from the 

Chamber. 

The DEPUTY :PRESIDENT: I must 
alrn ask the representatives of the Press 
and the gen-eral public to withdraw. 

Press Representatives and the public 

withdrew. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The mat­
ter is very urgent. I must ask hon. 
Members to listen to me for just a few 
minutes so as to see whether some means 
can be devised to give expression. to what 
I know to be· the feelings of some Members. 
I regret we have not sufficient time to do 
so by deferring our meeting, but as we are 
all here very representative of this Council 
we may do so now. As I know, and as you 
know yourselves, the announcement of the 
Governor's successor may be made at any 
time. I would ask tlwse of you, who do 
not agree to the decision as has been 
announced, to say whether you will agree 
that further representation be made to 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
in the matter and that we proceed with 
such notification so that what we are 
about to do may reach him by cable. I 
have prepared a draft cable which I will 
read to hon. Members. Wihether you 
agree or disagree I would be very glad if 
you would let me know 

Mr. JACOB: What is the object of 
the meeting ? 

� 
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. 
Jacob, before I can speak you are inter­
rupting. Let me finish what I am saying. 
The draft cable reads as follows:-

"Respectfully request defer an­
nouncement of Governor's successor. 
Further representatiops as to the 
urgent necessity of extending term of 
pr-asent holder of office for a period of 
one year at least and so securing 
desirable co-operation of all sections 
of community in supporL of n�w 
administration - not pecessarily cer­
tain-being forwarded. Widespread 
public disapproval being openly mani­
fested and announcement that de­
cision has been arrived at on grounds 
of general policy has not allayed 
public feeling and anxiety and is being 
universally resented. Members of 
Legislative Council especially feel 
-notwithstanding assurances given -
that their representations have not
received tl;le fullest consideration.
Suggest desirability in public interest
of present Governor · remaining in
office until after general elections and
formation of new Council".

If any Members do not wish to sign 
the cable they may not do so but may still 
remain, as what is prepared is subject 
to your advice in the matter. I have 
taken this course because I had been 
asked by several Members of this Council, 
after what the Governor had said, to show 
our disapproval by leaving the Council 
Chamber. I did not think that was the 
course to adopt. 
wa1 d this cable. 

I suggest that we for­
We all know that such 

an extension has been made in other 
Colonies. The words "not general policy" 
have really no meaning at all. They 
convey nothing. I do not know what the 
general policy of the Colonial Office is. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: What I 
do emphasize is that this is a most impor­
tant moment for the people of this Colony, 
seeing that the general elections 
are just a few months off. 

Mr. JACOB: A few months? 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I may be 
wrong. 

Mr. JACOB: You are always wrong 
sir. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The 
course of events will prove who is right 
and who is wrong. The course, I have 
suggested, is one• that the Members of this 
Council should take. We represent _the 
people. If any Member does not wish to 
have this done or wishes to suggest that 
this should be done, he should say so. 

Mr. RAATGEVER: I would like to 
support most whole-heartedly the sending 
of this telegram to the Secretary of State: 
If you will only circulate the document, 
sir, I will attach my signature to it. 

Mr. JACOB: I take it that this is an 
informal meeting of the Legislative 
Council, am I right ? 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I do not 
know. You say I know nothing. You 
have a tight to speak, however. 

Mt JACOB: If Members of this 
Council desire to ask for the retention of 
th� Governor they might do so, but I cer­
tainly do not think that the decision of 
the Secretary of State should be disturbed. 
I think it will be· a little ungracious on 
the part of Members of this Council to 
attempt to dictate to the Secretary of 
State as to whether the term of a Gov­
ernor should be extended. The Regula­
tions do not support us; the Regulations 
say that a Governor shall retire at sixty 
and the Governor has reached the age of 
sixty. It is therefore plain that he must 
retire from the Service. As a matter of 
fact, I have already taken certain action. 
I have sent letters etc.. away and Mr. 
Creech-Jones knows about them. I was 
going personally, but on account of cer­
tain political manoeuvres in this Colony I 
could not. I certainly think that if this 
gentleman is allowed to remain here a 
petition will be sent to the Secretary of 
State asking that he be made to retire. 
It must be understood that the Governor 
in this Colony has not got absolute power 
and, although certain Members of this 
Council have always supported him and 
still want to support him at this stage, I 
suggest that it will be a little ungracious 
to ask the Secretary of State to retain 
him. If this Council is going to send the 
telegram, I suggest that it be made clear 
that it is from the majority of the Mem-
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bers and not from the entire Council. 
Before the telegram goes, I think, I am 
entitled to see it. I was invited to leave 
the Council this afternoon if I would not 
agree with this steP-a hole and corner 
matter-but I have never done anything 
in a "hole and corner" way in my life. I 
think Sir Gordon has done very well during 
his term of office, but as regards the prac­
ticability of his schemes I cannot see rt. I 
have done certain things already and I am 
not ashamed of them. 

Mr. ROTH: :C am afraid the hon. 
Member for North W2stern District (Mr. 
Jacob) has allowed his personal feelings 
to overcome his good .iudgm•ent. I have 
only bun in this Colony for 40 years, but 
I have not known of any Governor who has 
done so much for the Colony as the 
present Governor has done during the five 
yeaTs he has been here. The last 
spe.ker said the Governor should l'eti.ref 
at 60 years after having served for fiv•a 
years, but it is within my memory that Gov­
ernor Hodgson was here for seven years 
I hav,a heard it said that some Governors 
should be reti.red at fifty, while others 
&'hould be kept until they are seventy. I 
repeat that I am entirely in agreement 
with the resolution. 

Mr. LEE : I would like to make it 
very cl€ar to my hon. friend, Mr. Jacob, 
that while I associate myself with him in 
certain political matters I disagree with 
him entirely in this particular matter. I 
suggested to him that if he did not agree 
with this proposal he should leave. 

Mr. JACOB : I was not referring to 
you. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I guess the hon. 
Member was ref-erring to me and, perhaps, 
he prefers to refer to me than to the hon. 
Member on his left (Mr. Lee). 

Mr. LEE : The reason why I am 
supporting the resolution is because there 
are certain things that will require the 
pr•esence of this Governor for some time. 
If we have any feeling against him, let 
us drop it for the good of the Colony as 
a whole. I know that my hon. Friend 
(Mr. Jacob) has some feeling against the 
Governor. I know also that he has cffi'-

tain political vi•ews and, perhaps, they are 
responsible for the Governor's departure. 
Ther-e are, however, certain schemes which 
require the presence of the Governor. 
He has won popular favour with th•e pub­
lic for introducing a number of things. 
The general elections ar,e coming within a 
few months under the new franchise 
<Hear, hear), and it is right and fair that 
he should be her,e to see the new Council 
elected and th-e new franchise in operation. 

M1·. JACOB : No ! 

Mr. LEE: My hon. friend says no, 
but if he reasons it carefully he would see 
my point. I am told that certain Com­
mittees are not statutory and, therefore, 
their recommendations should not be car­
ried out, but this Governor has instituted 
certain policies on the official side and, 
l think, he would be the proper person
to show the Members of -the new Council
how they should balance themselves for
the progress and development of the
country. I may be ,;rong, but that is my
conviction, and I feel that if my fri,end
should weigh the matter in that light he
would see that I am right. There are
many things to be done and, after all,
what is a year-the period for which we
would like the Governor's service extended?
It will pass vei·y quickly; time passes and
we are gone. W,a often criticise Govern­
ment and even criticis-a each other when
we should not. My hon. friend desires
that there should be Committ•ees to exer­
cise control over certain Departments.
and after the next ,elections we can ask
the present Governor for assistanc•e in
that respect if he is still here. From my in­
terviews with the present Governor I know
that he is desirous of giving eff-ect to such
measures when the time is rip-a. We want
to prove to the Imp-erial Government that
the people of this Colony can rule them­
s·elves, and I think the time is ripe for
us to do so. We want him to tell the
Imperial Governm.ent that if the right
pEople are elected they should try and
help them. This Council wants all tha
assistance it can get, especially as a 10-
year plan of d·evelopment has been laid
down for this Colony by the Imperial
Government and His Excellency knows
that tha financial arrangements are not
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sufficient. I heartily endm·se the pro­
posal to send a telegram to the Secretary 
of State, and I_ will sign it. 

Mr. GONSALVES: I do not think 
any long speeches are necessary in this 
matter. We all know -the merits and de­
merits of the suggestions made, and if we 
feel that the Governor should remain let 
us sign the request to the Secretary of 
State, but if we do not agree that he should 
then we should not sign it. Personally, 
I feel that everything has Jnen done 
already over there, but if we think His 
Excellency should continue in office then 
we should liell that to the Secretary of 
State. His Excellency has returned with 
t-he id-ea that he· is going back in about 
seven weeks and I do not think he ex!)'ccts 
to stay longer. I know, however, that he 
will appreciate what we are doing. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: The point I 
would like to make with r,agard to the 
whole of this issue is tha.t we in this 
Colony sit down too much, and we know 
it. We have the machinery and should 
use it, but we aTe sending this letter­
this p-etition-to the Secretary of State. 
We have heard it already that His 
Excellency's term of offic-e will not be 
extended and I suppose that this will b-e 
dealt with by some junior clerk in a 
st·ereotyped form and he may not even 
bother to answer it. Here we have Mem­
oers of this Council sending representa­
tions to the Sec-retary of State in this 
matter a.nd what do we get ?-A reply 
stating that this is a matter of general 
policy. Do we know whe•ther the Secre­
tary of State or the Prime Minister has 
seen th•e communication? Yet we have 
ignorant people here feeling that we a1·e 
going to have self-gov•ermnent. If we 
are going to have self-government we 
must show now that our wishes must be 
11e,.spected. We are settled her-e, and 
when we make· representations from 
time to time the Secretary of State 
should not control us as he is doing. In 
this instance, because of personal feel­
ing he does not wish to decide in our 
favour in a big issu•e-a Colony-wide 
issue and one in which this Legislature 
by a majority has requested him to act 
a certain way. I want that pointed out 

-that it is the majority that speaks-­
and ·they have requested him to do
something, but he calmly writes back to 
say that general policy prevents him from
doing it. What do we find now? That 
general policy has not b-een applied to 
,same Colonial Service there alret three 
Governors whose terms of office have 
been extended. Let me take this last 
opportunity of saying that I am one 
who was born in this Colony and so I do 
not trust anybody at the Colonial Office 
on this question of Colonial policy, be he 
a Conservative, a Liberal or a Labourite. 
Unless he was born in this Colony he has 
no us-e for us. That is why we find that 
in the House of Parliament with its 600 
members, only fifteen atliended a debate 
on the Colonial question rec·ently. The 
othe1· day they doubled it and made the 
attendance thirty, and yet we are being 
told a lot about the Fabian Society and 
that Mr. Creech-Jones is doing this and 
that for the Colonies. The Fabian Society 
or Mr. Creech-Jones cannot have much 
control over 600 members and they do 
not care "one hoot" about us. 

If it were left to me, with the suffer­
ance of the Deputy President I would 
tell the Secretary of State and the Prime 
Minister that they are not consistent and 
th-en show that this question of general 
policy is nothing more than a Service 
Regulation which says that a Governor 
shall go up to 60 years of age. What 
about th•e petitions we have put up here 
from time to time and have been turned 
down by the S·zcretary of State?-Do we 
know that he has seen them? It is on 
that score I am inclined to be much more 
fmceful in my representation. I will tell 
hon. Memb-ers here straight that I do not 
think this decision was made by the Sec­
retary of State but by some clerk in his 
office, and I say unhesitatingly tha.t the 
majority of the people in this Colony­
regardless of race, colour or creed -
desire that the Governor's terms of 
office should be extended. 

Mr. CRITCHLOW: In rising to sup­
port this telegram I can assure hon. Mem­
bers that the majority of the people in 
this Colony are very much annoyed over 
the secretary of State's decision. We-
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the Trade Unionists-were about to take 
'l.nother step, but we have been asked to 
postpone it. In various districts which I 
have visited many people have told me· 
tha·t they C!l,nnot understand the decision 
and that the Secretary of State· should 
be asked to l"e-consider it. I must con­
gratulate the Deputy President on the step 
he has taken in this mattel' and I can 
assure you, sir, that the working-classes 
are behind you. They feel t,hat we should 
have a right of appeal. 

Th e DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I 
think I am correct in ·saying that the 
"general policy" refers not only to this 
Governor but, I think, there are twenty 
or thirty others in the British possessions, 
and that is not a good reason, as I can 
see i:t, for reaching the d•ecision. I think, 
b-acause of the position of the Colony at
present, we should express the wish for
an extension of His Exc•ellency's term
of office for one year. I think about thirty
other chang•es are being effected and that
it is not being done only on the ground of
"g•,meral policy". As regards the hon.
Member for North Western District
(Mr. Jacob), his statement about the
p1•ivileges of Members of th-e Legislative
Council is correct and if h-e does not wish
to sign the telegram he need not do so.
When the hon. Nominated Member, Mr.
Edun, moved his resolution it was for a
further term of office for not more than
five years. I think I have already stated
that the period for a Governor used to be
six years, but just before the Governor
came here it was reduced to five years.
Some places are consulted before a Gover­
nor is transferred and we should have at 
least, •the courtesy of having our case
reconsidered. I think the reason given for
the decision is wrong. Sir W1lfrid Jack­
son was here at 62, and unl-ess some bet­
ter reason can be furnished - and the
S·ecretary of State might be able to flll'­
nish it-I think, as Mr. Critchlow has put
it, we should have a right of appeal.

Mr. JACOB: May I ask when we 
will have the general elections? 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT : I do not 
know. 

Mr. JACOB: You said in a couple of 
months. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I said 
"a few." The general elections have 
nothing to do with this, however, even if 
they are to be held in March. They ought 
to be held within a year. 

Mr. JACOB : I have nothing p-ersonal 
in this matter at all, and I wish that to 
be clearly und·erstood. My objection is on 
a question of principle, and policy too. I 
do not see why the Colonial Secretary 
should not administer the affairs of this 
Colony for anoth·er year or two. 

Th•e DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I do 
not object to your saying that you are 
objecting on a question of policy, but that 
is all you can say. Before I adjourn the 
Council, let me say that Members who 
wish to sign the telegram can remain and 
do so or, perhaps, I should circulate it at 
once. 

Dr. SINGH: If it is passed around 
now we will sign it. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: I agree that in 
view of the special circumstanc·es exist­
ing in the Colony at the pres·znt time it 
is right for this Council to make special 
representations in this matter. I am not 
sure wheth-�r the hon. Member for North 
Western District was in the Colony when 
the resolution was passed, and therefore 
he did not have the benefit of the views 
expressed by those Members who spoke 
in support of it. I think I am correct in 
saying that I have not y•et had an oppor­
tunity to speak today, and that every other 
Member has already spoken. My acquies­
three African Colonies, because in the 
cence to the motion was given when it 
was put to the vote and carried. I can­
not understand the objection to the tele­
gram to b-e sent to the Secretary of State, 
since we met here and considered this 
question and decided to make representa­
tion. I am also doubtful as to wh·ether the 
decision was already taken by the Secre­
tary of State but, •even if it was. it seems 
to me that full consideration was not 
given to the resolution and to the wishes 
of the people of this Colony, It is there­
fore right and proper that this Council 
make further representations so that the 
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Secretary of State will be fully seized of 

the expressions of opinion which, I ven­

ture to say, ar,e general in this Colony at 

the present time. 

I cannot Tecall-withi,1 memory at any 

rat·a-a more popular r:!ception given to 

any man whether Governor. legislator, 

labour 1'aader, or else-th:m that which was 

accor<ied the Governor on his return to 

thE Colony some days ago. I have never 

seen anything like it, and if that is not 

evidenc•a of the fact that the people of 

this Colony would like to have Sir Gordon 

with us for a little long·er period, than I 

do not know what else can be produc:::d 

as evid'.:nce. The hon. Member for North 

Western District talks about his signing 

a petition, I do not know where that 

petition will come from. It will probably 

come from his constituency, but I am 

going to suggest to him seriously that 

when he reads that petition he must be 

sure it is not a question of the Governor 

being refused another term of offic,a but 

something els·e. I •think we should make 

this representation. If we do not make it 

here and now, we would be destroying 

an important right which, I think, this 

Council has. In the matter of making 

representation to the Secretary of State 

for the Colonies, it is my opinion, apart 

from the incident itself. that we should 

go back to the Secretary of State and tell 

him in no uncertain term that th,e deci­

sion he has made is most unpopular and 

does not meet with th� wishes of the 

people, and what is more it will send the 

Colony back for another 20 or 50 years. I 

am not going to say that Sir Gordon has 

not made errors. We all ma�a errors. But, 

l think, I am right in saying that he

should b·e g'iVen an opportunity to see 

som� of the things he has introduced

carried out to some extent. I personally

agree that a telegram should go to the

Secretary of S-tate for the Colonies under

the names of individual Members. I tpink

that is how it should be done. I will most

willingly subscribe my name to it.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I will try 

to s•ae thait this cable go:s this afternoon. 

I propose to keep the draft as a record. 

... 

Dr. SINGH: I would not have spoken 

if I did not fael slighted, as I represent 

90,000 Hindoos. As far as my memory 

serves me, this is the first time in the 

history of the Council a resolution of this 

nature has, been passed requesting the 

·extension of the term of office of the Gov­

ernor for anoLhzr five yctus. I know that

we had moves in this Colony for the

r·icall of a Governor. I know of an

instance where the people actually paid no

he�cl when a Governor was leaving the

Colony. I know of an instance where the

psople w-ere praying that a Governor would

be removed. Such is not the cas,a with

Sir Gordon. Those who visit-2d the ramp

last Thursday will remember that the

poor p·zople, old and young men and

women and children, clustered there to

accord him welcome. Old and young

people lined the streets from the ramp

to Government House only to get a glimpse

of him and to honour him and to show

th·eir respect to one whom they loved.

But, sir, the Secretary of State for the

Colonies has thought otherwis·a and has

turned down the request of the accredited

repres·,mtatives of the people of this

Colony. He has also turned down the

request of 90,000 Hindoos and, sir, as a

Joya.I citizen I protest, and as the· Presid,ant

of the British Guiana East Indian Asso­

ciation I had wanted earlier today to re­

cord my protest by leaving the Chamber

after expressing a few words, but you. sir,

spoke to me and I remained. I think we

should also embody that we propose the

Governor should remain here.

Mr. THOMPSON: I have nothing 

much to add. I have express·ad my feelings 

to you. I represent e.'Ven the 90h000 

Hindoos the last Speaker mentioned. I 

represent the villagers of the country. 

You can quite understand that several vil­

lagers wanted to hold protest meetings, 

and so I urge it is imperative that we come 

to an und•2rstanding in this matter. We 

cannot allow these resolutions that we 

send ,to thz· secretary of State for the 

Colonies to be tw·ned down so lightly. 

They had heen sent by this honourable 

Chamber and, I think, it is very unkind 

that we should have been treat-ad in the 

manner that we have been. Let us send 

this cable and let the Secretary of State 

� 
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for the Colonies understand that we are all 
in agreement that His Excellency be given 
another year. 

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT: My only regret 
is that we did not put in that resolution 
that the Governor has inaugurated all 
thase schemes during a period of war, as 
that might have encouraged them to grant 
the extension. I had not be•an in agree­
ment with the Governor in all those big 
schem1�s but. I think, it is only fair that 
he should be given an opportunity to see 
them started. I remember when Sylvester 
was alive he wanted to get Bel Air Park 
sold and ha had a petition which was 
signed by dead people. I do not know 
if my hon. friend is going to follow suit. 
He said ha has written Mr. Creech-Jones 
to get the Governor taken away. He says 

it is anothar person well known to all of 

us. That person had been nominated by 

the Governor himself to serv·a on this 

Council, and he had wasted much of our 

time here in getting up and lauding the 

Governor. We know that the Governor 

takes a keen interest in the Colony and 

has done more than many Governors for 
the Colony_ I was a staunch admirer of Sir 

Edward Denham as Governor of this 

Colony but, I think, Sir Gordon has excel­

led him. I regret sincerely that one 
Member has said ha is not going to sign 
the cable. I am going to use my 
good offices to get him to sign it. 
When h2 -says there is no personal 
feeling against the Governor. it maJc.as one 
suspicious. We should certainly send this 

telegram, as six years is not too long for 
a Governor to s·arve in a Colony. 

Mr. LEE: I take it you will get the 
other Members who are abs·ant to sign also. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I may 
not be able w get that done as I want to 
send it off tonight. 

Mr. de AGUIAR : I formally move 
that the tel-agram be despatched to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies as 
submitted 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: seconded. 

Motion put, and unanimously adopted. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I must 
thank you all for having remained. I ad­
journ the Council sine die. 

Council adjourned sine die. 
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