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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

Fi·iclav, 27th April, 1945. 

The Council met at 2 p.m. the 
Hon. E. G. °'Yoolforcl. O.B.E., K.C., 
Deputy Presi!1Pnt, h1 the Oltair. 

PRFSRNT. 

The Deputy Presiclrnt, t11e Hon. 
F,, H. "'°'roolford, O.B.E., ICC. (New 
A mstC'rdam). 

ThC' Hon. t1w Colonial Secretary, 
.Mr. M. B. Laing. C.M G., 0.B.E. 
( Acting.) 

The Ho11. tlw Attornry-General, 
Mr. E. 0. Prc_>theroc, :M.C., K.C. 

The Hon. the Colonial Trensurer, 
!\fr. E. F. Mc Dnvid, C.Il.E. 

The Ho11. F. .J. Seaford, C.B.E. 
(Georgetown North) 

The Hon. C. V. ·wight (Western 
P.�seqnibo)

The Hon. ,J. I. clc Aguiar (Oen· 
tral J)!'merara) 

The Hon. J. W. .Jackson, O.B.E. 
(Nominnted) 

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequibo RiYer). 

Tlie Hon. A. l\'L Echm (Nomi­
nated). 

The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated) 

The Hon. C. P. FerrC'ira (Berbice 
T:iver). 

'!'hr Clerk read 11rayers. 

'l'he minutes of tl1c meeti11g of 
the 001rneil held .on the 2nt.1t April, 
l!l4G, :1,: 111'intcd aml cireulat.ed, were 
taken as read and confirmed. 

ORDER OF THE DAY . 

CoMllUTTEE · OF INQUlnY INTO- P.W.D. 

Th<> DEPUTY PTIESIDBNT: Yes­
tcrch1r nfter110011 the hon. Member for 
Georgetown South was speaking, and 
the hon. lVIPmher for Western Esse­
quibo illtirnn t<>rl to me that there are 
other l\iembPn, wl10 would like to 
take part in tlie debate. The hon. 
M:embn· · for "W<>stern Essequibo is 
not J1ere: J1P fa e11g-aged at t11e present 
mome11t i.n the Law Courts and hol)es 
to lie hC'rC' 11�- 3 o'clock. Has the hon. 
Nominated l\foml1er any objection to 
waiti11g a bi.t aud our taking some 
Government business-Bills_and then 

�'. 
The Hon. H. N. Critchlow (Nomi- resmning consideration of his motion? 

nated). 

Tl1!' II011. F. Diai-, 0.13.E. (Nomi­
nated). 

The Hon. l\'L B. G. Am;t.in, 0.B.E. 
(Nominated) 

The Hon. .I. R. 'S'ingh, O.B.E. 
(Demerara-Esseqnibo). 

The Hon, Pcei· Bncclms (vVestcrn 
Berbice) 

l\Ir. RDUN: I ,have no objectioll.. 

The DE!PUTY PRESIDENT: 
nm glad for tlrnt. 

POST & TELEGRAPH (AMDT.) 
mLL, 1945 

I 

On a motion by the ATTORNEY-
0-ENERAL seconded by Mr. DIAS
Standing Rule nnd Order, No. 9, was
imspended to permit of item 2 on the 
Order of tho JJuy being tal{en first.

I 
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Second Reading of-

A Bill intit uled "An Ordinanee 
further to amend the Post and Tele­
gr a,ph Ordinance, Chapter 185, by 
providing that t he Governor in Coun­
cil may fix rates of duties of postage 
and other sums to be cha r ged under 
the Ordinance by pr oviding for the 
issue of a Post Office Guide; and 
by providing that the Post Olffice 
Fine Funrl sh all cease to be appro­
priated for the ben efit o:f th'! families 
of rleceased officers of the Post 
Office." 

Tl1r ATTORNRY-<1RNERAL: Thi.s 
is a short Bill to a mend the Post 
an,l Trlt,gN1 ph Onlimrnre. It pro­
poses to do three things.- Firstly, to 
eo1 T<•<· l tll'o rnista ke:s in fl1e Onlinance 
as it now stands, secondly, to r a ise 
thr str111,l:ncl of the Prn:; f· Office Guide 
to that of an official publication ; and 
thirdly, to alter the application of 
fli p prorrrds of tl1r P ost Office Fine 
F1111rl. 

Firstly, to correct two mistakes 
a!pipearing in the Ordinance- hon. 
Members a1·e aware tha t when the laws 
wc>1·r co11;;0Ji(fatc•cl in a vast number 
of . pla res the Officer ma kii1g the 
(•011r,;0Jidatio11 m:ide nse of the 
rxp1·e,:;;.;io11 "<+ovt•1·nor and Lrg i;;l:itive 
Council" which is quite meaningless, 
a s the Governor is President of t he 
T.Pg-isl:1 t i,·e 001mcil ancl therefore is 
Jlil ,·t of t he f'on nr il. That il JlJl<':l.l'!'. 
in hl'O places, sw·t iom, H, ::irnl ~O. "\Ve 
a l'C~ seeking· to s1thstitnte the 
<'xp1·p;;;,-ion which if:: alw:i.ys inte11ded 
''Gov-crno,· in Com1cit" Tliat change 
h<'conw:s 11<>reRf::fl l')' ::is section 16 says 
the Gover1101· and Lrgislat ivc Council 
rn n alter t11 e• rates of postage, 
whereas section 17 says the Governor 
i'n Conncil ra n gil-e <>ffrcf' to th" 
TTn 'iYenrnl Post:i l Rc>~ul;:1 t ion s. TTncler 
the Universal Postal Union Regulations, 
Air l\fail postage is now i11rlncled. One 
;;ertion of the\ 01'(1i1rnnce says the 
Governor and Legislative Council 
ma)· rlo ROm<'tliilig nncl tl1e next Rection · 
;;::i~,,. tl1 r <l-o,·prnor h1 BxPcntiv<' Coun­
cil 111ay do nie ·,;:1me thing. To lia v,, 

two OrclcrR made makrs I us look 
quit e silly, when Orders so ttiade come 
brfon• t h is Council. It is proposed 
to add a new subsection (3) set out in 
th<' Rill whi.ch s:irs in effect that 
rw ry 0 1'<1<>1· m:ide m1cler section 16 
rnnst be laid on the table of 1tl1e Coun­
l'il w ith in . four d:iyf:l of the Order 
m:HlP arn1 t ltcr ea ffrr the Council can 
rn<>Y<' t l1:1 t prnt he annulled. This 
f'o 1111rll :still 111riintni11s r011trol over 
1_·he rates of postagr. In t,10 case of 
intc mal po;;t:ige tlrnt i s rl. matter 
mentioned in the Budget and is sub­
.i<'d to nn)· rhange. This otlly relates 
t n m·el'>-<'H s nncl for all l pn1.ctical 
1rn 1·pos<>s 1o Ail' l\fail pos age. 

'l'hr Rc>rond l'lrnnge rela es to the 
P m,t Offiri> flnicle. At tl)C present 
·111011H'111" i:h r Postm.n stor-General 
publis hes a volume called the ''Post 
Office Guide" which contains useful 
i nfol'ma tion rrg-a rc1ing t.l1e cornnu.Rsi.on 
011 P o,,t:i l 01·ders aml the rates of 
posta1:rr., 1111d various husineRs done, 
:ind also <>xtr:i rts from a number of 
Onlt>1·:-; a 11(1 Rrgul:ltiom; i11 relation 
1o tlH• Poflt Offire for the benefit of 
the country districts, owing to the 
fact that the law1, have been 
reprinted so long ago there are a 
m1mbrr of n11rie11t regnlntion,: an.cl 
o l'(lt•1·s ;;till i11 oper:ition but out of 
JH'int. It is proposed 1mti.l tl1e laws 
can h<> pl'intrd, rertain1y not in a 
~-<':11' or two mHlrr prese11t conditions, 
tl1r Po;;t ma ;;ter-C-:c11<>1·a l will set out in 
the Guide those Orders and Regulations 
i-11 ord(•t· th :i t ·Postmnstrri:; r:111 know 
wha t 1-h<'Y :ire r1oini? nml fll')'" member 
of fl1<> publi c who hnyi:; tlie hniil.e will 
al ;;o know wlint 11<' is floi11g·. 

Tlt t' last nme11dment i•elates to 
thr Post Offitc Fine Fund. Amounts 
p:iid a!-- fines fire placed in the Post 
Offirr Fi ne F und nnd, ns it stands 
nt th<> morne11t, t h r proceeds of that 
Fund are used in connection w ith 
t h(' (lt-a th of Px-ofl'irer ;; of the Po;;t 
Offir<· and al;;o tl1e death of officers 
ri n<l tl1<>ie famHies. 
fact, the fines are 

As a matter of 
very srrnall and 
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thr Funcl is incapable of meeting tlie 
calls of the death of officers of the 
Post Office and their families. In a 
,rear 01· two tlie demands exceeded 
the· whole fnncl e:xr.ept fo1· a few 
trifling amounts coming in. Therefore 
it i s proposed that the proceeds of 
the Fn:nd f<hould lie pnyable in 
respect of tl1e officers' fm1eral expenses 
nnd llOt tlrnt of their farnilirs. I he~ 
to move the ;;ecollCl reading- of t he Bill. 

1'fr. DIAS seconded. 

Qnei:-tion put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the second time. 

Council resolved itself into 
Committee and proceeded to consic1er 
the Bill clause by clause. 

Council in Committee. 

Clcwse 1-Shoi-t Title 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL. I 
move the substitut ion of a capital 
letter for the common letter ' 'a" in the 
word "amrndment'- in brackets. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill passed as amended. 

Thr Council resumed. 

The ATTOTINEY-GEWERAL: I 
111 0 Y<' thnt t he nm be read a third 
(·ime anrl passed . 

Mr. DIAS seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the third time and passed. 

C INEMATOGRAPH ENTERTAINMENTS 

B ILL, 1945. 

Second Reading of-
A Bill intituled "An Ordinance to 

;,,mend the Tax Ordinance, 1939, by 
increasing the duties payable in respe~t 
of ·Cinematograph entertainments." 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Hon. 
Members will remember that the 
hon. the Colonial Treasurer in his Bud­
get Statement last year remarked that we 
will have to find fresh sources of 
revenue to meet additional expenses 
because of the payment of Old Age 
Pension and other schemes. At that 
time he mentioned that one of the 
methods would be to increase tha 
Licence Duty on Cinemas and also t1,e 
Entertainment Duty on visitors to the 
theatres. Lessees and patrons of 
t heatres have a five months' run for 
their money before the legislatfon is 
brought forward. The object of this 
Bill is to give effect to the proposal3 
by the hon. the Colonial Treasurer at the 
Budget Session. 

Clause 2 of this Bill seeks in 
effect to increase the Entertainment~ 
Licence Duty on the lessee or owner 
of a Cinema which is paid qua,rterly. 
Under t he Ordinance as it stand3 
now, they actually pay a three monthly 
licence. That is not the same thing as 
a quarterly licence although it is so 
called. It is proposed to institute a 
small amendment in the last part of the 
section, and to increase all the licence 
fees in respect of the theatres. In the 
case of those in Georgetown which now 
pay $40 a quarter it is proposed to 
increase that to $120 a quarter; those 
in New Amsterdam at present pay 
$24 a qua,rter and it is now sought to 
increase that to $80 ; in the rest of the: 
Colony wher e they now pay $8 it is 
sought to increase that to $24. 

Clause 3 seeks to increase the 
Entertainment Duty paid on ticket,,; 
purchased by people attending the 
performances in these theatres. It is 
difficult to compare the proposed new 
,rates with the old ones. One effect 
iiS that in respect of t ickP.ts 
between 8 cents and 24 cents there is 
no alteration at all, but all other 
tickets will have a slight increase. 
That increase is much heavier in 
respect of the more expensive seats. 
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The duty paid now on Cirtema tickets 
comes up to one cent on eight cents, 
two cents on between eight cents and 
twelve cents, four cents on between 1.2 
cents and 60 cents and six cents on 
tickets exceeding 60 cents. I need not 
read out the proposed -rates as they are 
very clearly set out in the clause. 

The last clause deals with the 
date of the commencement of the 
Ordinance. It is proposed to make one 
date for the tickets and another for the 
licence. At the time it was provided 
the Ordinance said quarterly licences 
will be up in March, June, September and 
December. In fact it is found now that 
licences are taken out at various times 
of the year and at odd dates. I beg to 
move that this Bill be r ead a second 
time. 

Mr. DIAS seconded. 

Mr. ROTH: While I aim fully in 
agreement with -the general principles 
of this Bill I am not in agreement 
with the threatened forms of its 
administration. The increase in the 
Entertainment Tax on each individual 
ticket no one can find fault with, hnt 
I would draw this Council's attention 
to clause 2, sub-clause (d) . Government 
has acknowledged the difference in 
status of the theatres, those in George­
town and those in New Amsterdam; 
and a further difference between those 
in New Amsterdam and those in th,:; 
country districts, but it has failed to 
acknowledge the difference between the 
theatres in Georgetown. Government's 
proposal is to -put one tax on all 
theatres in Georgetown i-rrespective 
of their capacity or status. Is it fair 
to put the same tax ori a little theatre 
like Rialto or Capitol, or Olympic, which 
has a seating capacity for 1,200 and 
which only shows second-run picturefo, 
as on the four first class theatres in 
the town? I ask hon. Members to 
think of that little matter, 

If we pass the Bill in this form 
it would be an open door for anot her 
monopoly as occurred some years ago. 
The poor man cannot car,ry bn under 
these conditions, and I ask Cl overnment 
t0 consider the idea of flxing the 
licence on the basis of the seating 
capacity. When we come into the 
Committee stage I shall ask Govern­
m,:,nt tn defer the question and r econ­
sider the noint. At nresent l am not 
in a nosition to state the seating 
capacity of the· small theatres except 
th~t I know the difference is very 
nearly in the vicinity of 100 per cent. 
Therefore I a,m not in a position to 
move an amendment. I do ask Govern­
ment to defer that clause and recon­
sider it in the light of the facts I have 
mentioned. If this Bill is P!lSSed the 
small man would have to sell out and 
we would then have a monopoly as some 
years ago, one firm owning all the 
theatres in Georgetown. 

Mr. EDUN: I realize that the 
picture theatres are the only simple 
kind of recreation the working cla~ .. 'l 
people indulge in. I was thinking 
whether or not the licence should be 
increased. I think the theatres in 
Georgetown can pay more than $8() a 
year. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: They 
pay a quarterly licence. 

Mr. EDUN: I think that is q11ite 
in ordeT. 

Dr. SINGH: 1 agree with the 
views expressed by the hon. Nomi­
nated Member, Mr. Roth. Theatres 
like Capitol, Rialto and th,e one at 
Lomba,rd Street are really second 
grade picture houses and show second 
rate pictures. For that reason, I think, 
some concession should be made to the 
owners of them in regard to this tax. 

. . 
Mr. DIAS: The two theatres 

mention by the hon. Members are 
not the only second rate ones in George-
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town. I refer to the London 'Theatre. I 
have been there and seen pictures 
which had been shown two or three 
t ime.s elsewhere. They have no original 
pictures of their own to show, and to 
ask them to pay $120 licence will mean 
closing them down altogether. The 
Empire Theatre is the next in line. I 
was in the balcony there nnd there 
were not more than ten persons in that 
section because they were showing 
pictures which had been shown before. 
That is the position. I went there just 
a few minutes before 5 o'clock and t he 
lower flat was practically empty. These 
theatres cannot be placed in the 5ame 
category as the Metropole and Astor. 

Mr. FERREIRA: There is another 
view I would like to express. The 
points made by the hon. Nominated 
Member, Mr. Roth, I would not worry 
to press too much, but surely it is in 
the interest of the picture houses to 
increase their capacity or go about 
their business in a much more busi­
nesslike manner than they do in pro­
viding better pictures so as to cater to 
the community. The Cinema that 
shows second-run pictures do not pay 
the same rental for them as the ones 
showing first-run pictures and, there­
fore, what they lose on the one hand 
they gain on the other. From what 1 
have seen in Georgetown there is 
hardly a cinema house which does not 
have a orowd particularly at the first 
two shows. Now I see they run three 
shows a day. I have the facts before 
me. Why the licence in ,respect of 
cinema houses in New Amsterdam 
should be increased from $24 to $80, 
whereas that of others is being 
increased by the multiple "three"­
$40 to $120 in Georgetown and fro,n $8 
to $24 for those in the country 
districts-beats me. The town is 
small and I do not see why N~w 
Amsterdam theatres should be called 
upon to pay more than the others. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: '.1':ly 
personal regret in the matter is that we 
cannot get the anticipated revenue ont 

of the film companies which are looking 
only to do business in this Colony wiih­
out having to pay for it. The system 
by which films are released is that they 
are rented here for a limited period and 
shown at the various theatres. The 
greate,r part of the proceeds go to the 
film companies who have no domicile 
here, and contribute nothing to the 
revenue of the Colony while they get 
away with a large sum of money. I 
have brought the matter to t he notice 
of Government on several occasions but 
the financial advisers, the Comptroller 
of Customs and myself, have not been 
able to conceive a ·way of taxing those 
companies. There should be some way 
of getting some revenue from those 
companies, and I intend to think out a 
scheme by which that can be done. 

In t he meanwhile the proposal is 
that this tax should be paid by the gen· 
era! public. If the general public are 
going to submit to it without making 
some effort to get themselves relieved 
of it they will do so, but I know of 
publics who would not stand it, and for 
a time at least ·would avoid going to 
cinemas where prices are increased, or 
would occupy cheaper seats. At one 
time I thought of organizing a cam­
paign to do that, but what I felt about 
the matte1· was that a certain enter• 
prising local gentleman wouid have done 
something in order that the public 
should be entertained. 1 should be the 
last person to try to injure the lo~al 
manager of one of t he theatres wh:i is 
very businesslike and very accorrtmocl• 
ating. I know of cases where the local 
cinemas have endeavoured to get -films 
which would not ordinarily be ,relea~ed 
here. I do not think the public realize 
how the local cinemas are controlled by 
the film companies abroad who actually 
go the length of saying what pictures 
should be shown at this theatre and 
that theatre. I hope that some public­
spirited person will be able to conceive 
a method by which this -revenue, instead 
of being paid by the public here, would 
be paid by the film. companies abroad. 



I 

r 

2391 Cineniatograph 27 APRIL, 1945. Entertainments Bill 23!)2 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Sir, 
I am grateful for what you have said. I 
understand you to say that you will at 
some future time endeavour to conceive 
some scheme by which we in this Col ­
ony, and our neighbours in the West 
Indian Colonies too, would be able 
to impose some form of taxation on 
the owners of films. That is a problem 
which has been exercising my mind, and 
the minds of my colleagues in the West 
Indies, for quite a long time, and I can 
assure the Council I have given it up as 
being com.plete-ly impracticable, except 
in one particular. 

'l'he ·tiim:s are c.x.hiuited here l•, · the 
proprietary comp.anies to whom:' the 
rights are sold by the manu-
facturers of the films in the 
United States. Those films come here 
and are leased to the exhibitors in 
consideration of a percentage of the 
takings of each house. There is no 
manner by which we can impose a 
direct tax on the owner of the exhibi­
t ion rights of the films. Whatever we 
may do he would be still in the position 
to reimpose that charge on the exhibi­
tor, and the exhibitor in turn on the 
patron. Up to a few years ago we were, 
even unable to bring the o,¥ners of the 
films into assessment for income tax, 
but I am glad to say we have overcome 
that particular difficulty. In order to 
s,afeguard their rights in these Colonies 
the film owners have appointed local 
agents in each territory, and by doing 
that they brbught themselves within the 
pale of local income tax. and so we have 
been able to put assessment upon t hem 
-not very successfully because, 
altiough their collections a re large, 
that is what they collect from thE 
exhibitor-what they are charged on 
the other side, representing the cost to 
them of the film charged by the manu-­
facturer abroad is very heavy also, and 
therefore their profits appear to be 
very small. However, we do get some­
thing. by way of taxation from those 
people who hire the films. 

I was interested to hear t!l.e 
remarks of the hon. Nomina ted Mem­
ber, Mr. Roth. He said that we mu;,;t 
not impose a tax on all the picture 
houses irrespective of their status. At 
first blush that does seem hard, but the 
hon. Member has suggested kometlling 
.which would not ,vork also. The seat­
ing capacity of the London Theatre is 
probably greater than tha~ of the 
Empire; it is probably as gre t as that 
of the Metropole, and whil , as one 
Member said, the pictures are s2cond· 
,rate and the profits of the Llmdon are 
much less he would impose a tax ba11ed 
on seating capacity. Tlierefore he woulcl 
impose on the London Theatre a tax 
which would be as great as that imposed 
on the major picture, houses. Seating 
capacity is not the criterion. In fact I 
do not know what the criterion is. 

Mr. ROTH: I understand that in 
England the tax is based oh seating 
<·apac ii'y. 

'l'lw COLONL\L 'l'REAS1J11E:u : I 
am :,;ngge:-ti11g that thei·e al·c large 
p ic·tui·e l1011sex with very poo~· results, 
such as the London Theatre. The 
reRult:-; of a pic ture house are very 
rn uc-l1 in the ltall(l:,; of t he proprietor. 
Tf lte W,llltl'; 1·0 lrnvc• good 1·rsnlts he 
must show good films. The hon. 
Mr. Dias spoke of the poor J ttendant:c 
ye;;tc•1·d,;_,. aftel'lloo11 a t tl1e I~mpil'e 
Theatre. I have gone to the Empire 
Theatre myself at a time when I coulJ 
11ot gel: i't1. Jt a ll depends npo11 the 
dn:-;; of pi,·tun•. If thPy l'il~ow good 
pi<'t111·e;; t h e~· :-i<'<'lll'e g·oo<l taldings. If 
they show poor pictures, br show 
pictures for a second or third time, 
they cannot expect to get gooa profits. 
Hut aR ;111otht>1· :\ft>mhP1· ha ;.; pointed 
out, the expenses of the cheaper shows 
are smaller. and perhaps they make as 
good a profit as when they a re show­
ing a better film and paying mbch more 
for it. 

The last point I wish to make is 
that the increa,;e of the licence will in 
no way cause so great a finaAcial em-
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barrassment to the smaller picture 
houses as would cause them to sell out. 
At present they pay $160 a year. The 
Bill seeks to increase it to $480 a year, 
an increase of $320. I cannot conceive 
that the Capitol or the Olympic Theatre 
is going to go into bankruptcy by hav­
ing to pay an addition of $320 a year. 
It is really a very light tax for the kind 
of business they do. They do a cash 
business and they are all doing fairly 
well. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the second time. 

COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE 

The Council resolved itself into 
Committee to consider the Bill clause 
by clause. 

Clause 2 (d)-

Mr. ROTH : With all due defer• 
ence to the explanation given by the 
Colonial T,reasurer, I ask that this 
clause be deferred, and that Government 
consider the question of taxation on th3 
basis of seating capacity. 

The CHA,IRMAN : Does the hon. 
Member realise that this imposition has 
been long deferred'? Government's 
intention is to impose it early. Until 
when would you like it deferred? 

, \ 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The 
hon. Member has the idea that a system 
of taxation by seating capacity woulu 
be ~ore equitable than . the figures set 
forth in this clause. 

Mr . ROTH: In Georgetown. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That 
is the position in the West End of Lon­
don. I suggest that we should not defer 
the Bill, for the reason I gave when 1 
intimated that I would move an amend­
ment to clause 4. I will undertake tlmt 
the matter will be looked into and a 
comparative table prepared showing 

how the two systems would work. I 
suggest that the Council should wait 
and see the figures. 

The CHAIRMAN: Does the hon. 
Member agree with t hat? 

Mr. ROTH: I have nothing more 
to say. 

The CHAIRMAN: Have you any 
alternative method to suggest? Do you 
move an amendment? 

Mr. ROTH: Unfortunately, I have 
not the figures of the seating capacity 
of the theatres, and I am not in a 
position to move an amendment. I only 
made the suggestion that Government 
should reconsider the basis of the tax. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: I am sorry 1 
was not here when the debate began. 
I was hop,ing t hat the hon. Member 
would. have pursued h:is point parti­
rnl:nJ~- with i•espert to t he theatres in 
the country districts. Since the public­
ation of the Bill i t l1as bet>n brought 
to mY 110tire th:it :rn inrrease of the 
qn:i 1·tn-l _v lirence from $8 to $24 might 
hr p:irt irula r-1~· lrnrd in respect of 
somt> of the thcat1"es in tl1c country 
<listi·irts. 'l'hc theatre :it Bart.ira may 
be nhle to ]):l)" tl1e inrrC'asecl tax but. 
I doubt ve1·~- much wliether those for 
rxamplC' a t Plaisaiirc, Buxton, Beter­
verwagti11g and Golden Grove would 
be able to carr.- a similiar charge. 
I do not thi11k we want to see these 
pirtnre houses go out of existence. 
I do not agree that there is any chance 
of those theatr('S bei11g solcl to • a big . 
rontrolling· company, but it does seem 
to 11w th::it an i11rrc:ise of the tax to 
$~4 a (]lUI rter wonlcl be· very h:i rd on 
thP111. I woulcl suggest that if the 
existh1g rate "-C're doublecl we mi!rht 
he cloiilg _justice to tlie particular 
hou»es I l1:1ve in mind. I do not think 
we would like to see these small 
tl1PatrN< in tl1c cmmtrv 0 ·o out of 
hu;;inN,s. T h ey ~crve a t;se:ful pnQ)ose 
although sometimes they serve bad 
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purposes. I formally move that the rate 
be increased from $8 to $1G a quarter. 

Ml'. EDUK: I agree with both of 
the iVIembei-s so far a s the country 
tltea tres are c011cerned. I should say 
that there is a crnze for pictures so 
far as Indian films are concerned. I 
have visited theatres in the country 
districts. I attend the one at Vreed­
en-Hoop and I can say that it makes 
money, especially when Indian film11 
are shown. 

l\fr. de AGUIAR: I move. that 
$16 be substituted for $24 in par. (2) 
( c). 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I 
ca11not speak with any knowledge of 
the subject, and I was pleased to h ear 
oHc or two facts from tl.J.e hon. Mem­
ber fo1· Be1·bice River (Mr. Ferreira) 
about the cost of leasing pictures. 
All I know is tlut-t I see people coming 
out of the theatres both in George­
town and in tl.J.e · countr y. If that is 
any thing· to go by then the people 
who lease these theatres a re doing very 
well. There al'C times when the roads 
are blocked by people and cars. J; 
lrnve seen in a report of Police Court 
pl'oceedings the number of people in 
one of these small vi,llage cinemas. 
::bo Members really think that the 
lessees of those thcattes would minci 
trnyii1g the extra ,tax? If they do 
11ot Why should hon. Members excite 
the.i.1rnch-es fo their behalf? Before 
the B1ll was introduced the Colonial 
Treasurer caused inquiries to be made, 
nnd he is abundantly satisfied that 
all classes of lessees of picture houses 
a r e doing ver y well indeed. I cannot 
see any justification for a r eduction 
of $8 when those people a,re making 
money on the scale they are doing. 

Mr. 4le AGUIAR: There is one 
point I wish to make in reply 
to the Attorney-General, and that 
is t ha t I . thought I had made 
it per fectly clear when I spoke just 

now, that it was represented to me 
after the Bill was published, and l 
think t he iruplication was t hat I was 
not speaking out of rny hat, but with 
a cer tain amo11nt of knowledge and as 
a 1·esult of 1·ep1·esen tatiorns made to 
t'nc. If I i;poke as a Member of the 
Legislative Coun cil it is because I 
am entitled to do so. It was repre· 
seutccl to me that a tax of $24 a 
quarter on COlllltry cinemas would 
create a hardi;hip on the people carry­
ing on t-l10,;c tl.J.e~1t1·ei;. I went further 
a n d ,;aid that in some instances it 
might mean that a t heatr e here and 
there might luwe to be closed down. 
lf that showi; the prosperity of the 
cinema busine,;,; in the country districts 
I clo not know. The theatre at Vreed­
en-Hoop may be all right. I have no 
doubt that when ' an Indian picture 
i8 being Rhown-1.hey a re very rare 
Jlictm·e,,;c-t here i s a full house, but 
I think ihe hm1. )Jominated M:ember, 
:!\It·. E<'ltm , will agree with l me that 
it doc,; 11ot show an Indian picture 
every week. I do know that there a~·e 
cer tain eou ntry picture houses which, 
for ~Orne 1·ea son or otl1er, cannot get 
a crowd, and w ill never get one even 
if t hey liacl the best Jli.ctures. Will 
1\Iembcr:- be s urprised to lmow that 
the majoriity of tho:-c• c01mtr:r theatres 
give onl.v two or three showi:J a week? 
'fhcir be:-t 11igltt:,; arc ~aturdays, 
Sundays and 1\fondays.. I am not 
going to p1·e:;s my amenclmc1~t . 

Mr. EDUN: The theatre at 
Vreed-en-Hoop gives fou-r shows a 
week, OH '.l.'.111.u·:,;clay, Satunlay, Sunday 
nml l\fonduy, antl p ractically every 
week the1·e is an I ndian }licture. 
IndJan pictures draw a full house 
every n ight. I have seen crowds 
refui;ecl adruission. So long as the 
present cra ze for pictures exist s the 
cinema pr opriet oi-s can easily pay the 
increased tax. I am satisfied about 
that . Let m; have it for a year, and 
if ther e is any real hardship we can 
reduce it. 

~ 
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-.1\lr. de AGUIAll: It is very diffi­
cult to Sillglc out a particular theatre. 
I know that a muuber of houses are 
doing fairly well, lrnt everybody knows 
that the one at S uddie h acl to be 
closed clown. I went there on one 
occasion when there were half a 
dozen persons present. I also attend­
eel the theati·e at BeLervcrwa~ting 
one evening and I could count the 
number of persons ou the fingers of 
one hand. 

Mr. L.E:E: I have had represen­
tations from the owners of cine mas 
in my constituency that the increased 
tax would I.Jc a heavy burden on them. 
I fofcr to the t heatres at Bartica and 
Wakenaam. Are we going to use the 
cinema as a means of educating the 
people in the country, or tax it beca!1se 
they want to learn'? Only when an 
Indian picture or a cowboy picture is 
being shown the country theatres draw 
a crowd. The policy of Government 
should be to use the cii1ema for t he 
showing of educational films. To 
increase the tax on country cinemas by 
300 per cent. would be an imposition. 
ls there any other form of amusement 
for the poor people than the Cinema? 
Have they the facilities of Clubs or 
otherwise? They have none. Beca.use 
some bright 1,pecimens of humanity in 
British Guiana think the Cinemas can 
be taxed, they go to the Government 
and say ·•Tax the Cinemas." I say this 
imposition can only emanate from the 
brains of some persons who want to do 
away with the Cinemas which provide 
t he poor man's entertainment. I am 
moving the deletion of this item 
er,tirely. 

Mr. PEE'R BACCHUS : I am in 
favour of t he item as printed. 

Mr. LEE: Because my friend 
does not go to the Cinema perhaps ! 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: Maybe. 
If cinemas have been closed beca4se 
they cannot pay a licence for $8, 
I thrnk it is very unfortunate that area 
ha•s been selected for a cinema at all, 
because if a cinema cannot pay a 
licence for $8 it does not justify its 
existence in an area. .I cannot for th~ 
life of me see that an addition of $ll:i 
more per quarter ':':iii cause the clos­
ing down of any cinema. If t here are 
tax•es to be raised you can do so no 
better than through the Cinemas. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I do not propose 
io speak on the subject. 1 am sorry 
I was not here to hear the debate. 
When t he hon. Member for E ssequibo 
River says that is the only recreauon 
the poor peopie have, I suggest to them 
footoall and cricket. Outdoor recre­
ation is better for them than sitting in 
a dusty room where they are all packed 
t ogether anct run the nsk of contract .. 
ing disease. 

ivlr. LEE : If my hon. friend says 
that, may I ask where are the grounds? 

Mr. SEAFORD : All over the 
country side. 

Question that sub-cla use 2 (c) , as 
primed, stand part of tne .8111 puL, anu 
the Committee divided, the voting 
being-

For: Messrs. Edun, Jackson, Pee!" 
Bacchus, Austin, Dias, Critchlow, 
C. V. Wight, Seaford, the Colonin.l 
Treasurer, the Attorney-General and 
the Colonial Secretary-11. 

Against: Messrs. Roth, Lee, Dr. 
Singh, de Aguiar--4. 

Amendments negatived. 

Clause 2 passed without amend· 
ment. 

Clause 3- Substitution of new sec­
tion 50 in the Principal Ordiuance. 
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pay. The vi,sitors who attend the 
shows must pay t his addition I licence 
fee, but in -addition to that th theatres 
can make any charge they like for 
admission to their shows. If Government 
sees any sense in what I say, somei:hing 
should be done in order to ptotect th2 
visitors to theatres. 

M1·. DIAS: A tax is to be put 011 

the Cinemas by increasing the licence. 
We understand that. On the other h:J.nd 
I want to say that while you put the 
additional charges as outlined here, 
there is nothing to prevent the propri­
etor cf a cinema in the meantime rais­
ing his 'present charges to anything he 
likes when this Ordinance is passed. 
If you · 1ook at the last item-·'(e) 
Where the payment exceeds 72 cents-
12 cents."-

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Clause 
3 deals with the tax collected by the 
proprietor and paid over to the Govern­
ment. It is collected along with the 
admission cha:r,ge. 

Mr. DIAS: But there is nothing 
here to prevent a proprietor increasing 
his charges tc any figure he likes. He 
can do that and more than· compensate 
for the difference between his present 
licence charge and what he will have 
to pay. Unless you are going to secu,·e 
something to the public it is no good. 
I can quite understand, if you leave it 
open they will collect more than this. 

Mr. SEAFORD: One· point I 
would like to ask the hon. Member. I 
am not a theatre fan. Don't they vary 
the prices accord-ing to the picture t):{cy 
show? If you notice in some of the 
theatre advertisements they state 
"Usual week-end prices," but there i~ 
nothing to inform anyone what they are. 
I have not been going to theatre for 
some years, and I went when ''Song of 
Bernadette" was being shown and I was 
made to pay one shilling more, but they 
did not announce the increase to the 
pu,blic. That is the -0nly case I know 
about. 

The CHAIRMAN : "Gone with 
the wind" is another. 

Mr. DIAS: Government must pro­
tect the puiblic. There must be limit­
ation to these theatre char ges. They 
have to charge something more which 
Government calculates will compensate 
for the extra licence fee they have to 

Mr. LEE: I would like to supporl 
the hon. Nominated Member in hi~ 
remarks. I know as a fact that t~,e 
proprietors of theatres in Georgetown 
have got together and are welcoming 
this increase, because the moment this 
law is passed they are going to increase 
their prices. Then where is the protec­
tion to the public? This is only protec­
tion to the Government and to the people 
who own or lease theatres. I think it 
is an imposition. May I enquire from 
Government how much revenue this 
increase of the tax will give, and if we 
are going to apply it to something con­
structive? 

The COLONIAL TREASVRER : If 
the hon. Member had been here when · 
I moved the second reading he would 
have known that I did remind the 
Council that part of the amount is 
required for the payment of Old Age 
Pens,ion. This i,s one of the methods 
of raising money to pay Old Age Pen­
sion. 

Mr. CRITCHLOW: That is why I 
support it! 

Mr. LEE : You are going to appiy 
this increase to Old Age Pension. May 
I enquire what it is? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: We 
do not anticipate that i•Tflmediately 
the Cinema people are going to increase 
the prices of tickets. If they do, it may 
only be by a few cents. I suggest that 
we wait and see what the Cinema people 
do. If they increase the prices and we 
0an say that the increase is unsound 
and prohibitive, Government can intro­
duce an Amendment Bill and attempt 
to restrain them. W:hy jump to the 

,;-
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conclusion that there is going to be an 
increase? Why not wait and see what 
will hap'.Pen? 

Mr. ROTH: It is definitely stated 
by the theatre proprietors: '·We do 
not mind the increase. We will pass it 
on to the publ,ic." 

Mr. LEE : What I am t elling .t his 
Council is what has been brought to 
my notice. I have been requested to 
oppose the tax in respect of country 
theatres. I am giving information con­
veyed to me because of the fact t hat 
the proprietors met at a certain hotel, 
discussed the matter and decided t hat 
the moment the tax is increased they 
are going to increase their charge;;. 
Government is affording the theatres an 
opportunity to get more money from 
the public, which is not the proper 
thing. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. Mem­
ber is quite in order in presenting his 
views before this Council. This 
increase is purely required to augment 
general revenue because of the increa.s~::i 
expenditure due to Old Age Pension. 
Th'= hon. Member can· anticipate the 
revenue. However, the revenue this 
clause will give, providing the figures 
do not vary materially over the past 
three years, is $20,800. 

Mr. DIAS: l s that figure based 
on the present charges? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Ou 
the average attendance for the past 
three years. 

Mr. DIAS: Those prices a re not 
remaining as they are today. If it is 
intended that the public should pay 
more money we can understand that, 
but that is not the intent ion. Then it 
should be made so clear as t o prevent 
any attempt being made by anyone to 
increase t hose charges. 

The CHAIRMAN: There a re dif­
ferent views on cinema entertainments. 
Some look at them as a luxury and 

some as entertainments of educational 
value. The hon. Member may bear in 
mind that educational films are shown 
and suggest to the Government that on 
tho::e days no entertainment tax be col­
lected . The hon. the Attorney-General 
, ays it is applicable under this Ordin­
ance . 

l\lir. LEE: If I may point out, the 
first part o·f the cinema shows relate 
to information abou t Great Britain, 
. s.merica and the Allied counti-ies. That 
is educational in itself. They also 
;,how what is called a travelogue, and 
that is educational in itself. I unde:· • 
!:'tand that those films are lent free of 
charge to the theatres. 

The CHAIRMAN : There being 
no amendment t he question is "That 
clause 3 stand part of the Bill.'' 

Question put, and agr eed to. 

Clause passed. 

Clause 
Ordinance. 

4-- Commencement of 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I 
move that the clause as printed be 
deleted and the following · substituted 
therefor: 

"This Ordinance shall come into oper­
ation on the fourteenth day of May, nine­
teen hundred and forty-five." 

The reason for that proposal is 
that enquiries made show that the date 
as set out in the Bill will have the 
effect of levying on the three big 
theatres for three quarters while the 
others will only be for two. By adopting 
this amendment it will put all theatres 
in the same position. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill passed as amended. 

Council resumed. 

l 
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved 
and Mr. D/IAS seconded that the .Bill 
be read a thi,rd time and passe~. 

Ques tion p ut, and agreed to. 

Bill read the th ird time and pas-;ed. 

COMMI'l'TEE OF I NQUIRY INTO P.W.D. 

The Council resumed consideration 
of the following mot ion by Mr. EDU N--

WHEREAS the recent Public Works 
Conspiracy Case that was heard and con­
cluded in the Supreme Criminal Courts of 
British Guiana having very clearly dis· 
closed that grave irregularities in the 
general administration and in the expendi­
ture of Public Funds by that Department 
are being committed; 

AND WHEREAS the very nature uf 
the such and said existing irregularities 
is absol utely inimical to the best interests 
of the tax-paying element of the Colonv, 
aforesaid, and that the said . tax-paying 
element continue to experience and 
exhibit a very deep feeling of unea.,iness; 

AND WHEREAS not having since or 
subsequent to the determination of the 
said case made, in fact, any 1;mbli..: 
announcement or otherwise given any 
information, knowledge and/or intelligence 
to the said tax-paying element of any 
course of action which it may consider 
rlesirable to nrnsecute. with the vk•w to 
restore the people's confidence in the afore­
said Department of Public Works; 

BE IT RESOLVED that this Honour­
able Council recommends to His Exc2l­
lency the Governor the desirability of 
setting up a Compeient Committee of 
Inquiry to investigate and report on the 
broad and detailed functioning of the Pub­
lic Works Department, aforesaid, in rela­
tion to all works of a public nature under­
taken and carried on by the Department; 
aforesaid: e.g. the Drainage and Irriga­
tion Board, the Pure Water Supply, the 
Transport and Harbow·s E-oarrl and other 
Boards connected and entrusted with 
Schemes within the Colony of British 
Guiana; aforesaid; 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
that this Honourable Council recommencts 
to His Excellency the Governor the 
appointment of a VIGILANCE COMMIT-

TEE compnsmg of Members of the Leg­
islative Council to act as watch and ward 
on the expenditure of Public Ftlnds by the 
Departments, aforesaid. 

Mr. CRITCHLOW: Sir, as .a 
mem):)er of the Public Works Advisory 
Committee I beliieve in constructive 
criticism and not destructive criticism. 
I can assure this Council that on the 
suggestion of a member of the Com­
mittee we v isited the Triumph Office 
and were not satisfied wit h the method 
of paying. The Paymaster ,~ill call for 
''John Brown" who will be asked if he 
is the person and on h is saying "Yes'' 
he is paid. When the next ma n was 
called I asked him how much he had 
earned and how much overtime he m ade, 
and the man did not know. A labourer 
may not be able to calculate his pay but 
he can say how many days he worked 
and the overtime he worked. We found 
that some of the men for some reason 
would not tell us how much they had 
worked for. That was because they 
did not know how much they were d own 
on the pay-sheet for. vVe found that 
after a time the men r an back and said 
they had overdrawn so much which 
t,hey handed back to the perSO'n who had 
booked their names and knew how much 
they had worked for. The men being 
afraid of not getting more em ploymen t 
handed back the extra money. The sys ­
t€iffi is bad. We suggested a syst em like 
that employed at waterfront . If no 
one i s there to say that the per,,on 
answering to a name is the person, there 
should be some photograph of the per­
son to satisfy t he paymastei· that he is 
the same per son who had worked. But 
they said that would entail t oo much 
expense. 

It is not that the Advisor y Com­
mittee is inactive. When it lwas noticed 
t hat certain things were going on, the 
Chairman suggested that more efficient 
men be employed on certain jobs. I 
remember that on one occasion when 
the Ohai~·man fo und out they could not 
get the necessar y help the Public Works 
Department wanted, he approached the 

~' 
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Governor and asked him to increase the 
staff with some efficient meri which 
we could not get. Hon. Members must 
remember that our Committee was 
appointed after some of the crimes 
referred to were committed. Since then 
the Committee strove to do everything­
to improve the situation. It is difficult 
to prevent people from stealing at 
this time. I know cases where police­
men have been put to watch and the 
very policemen encouraged the com­
mittal of c,rimes. 

The motion speaks of a Vigilance 
Committee. That puts me in mind of 
the last war. It was then said that the 
Army, Navy and Air Force were fight­
ing to end wars, but I see t here is still 
another war. I agree that we must 
have a strict eye en the Department. 
The Chairman of the Advisory Com­
mittee and the Director of Public Work,, 
are not responsible for what is going 
on in the Department, and any sug­
gestion to improve the situation we ·will 
welcome. You cannot blame the pres­
ent Committee for what is going on. 

Mr. JACKSON: The debate, l 
think, has served a useful purpose. I 
read some of it and yesterday I heard 
some of it . I am satisfied that it has 
served a very useful purpose, and I am 
wondering whether if we admit that it 
ha,s served the purpose for which it 
was pr'imarily intended the motion will 
not be pressed. For years the Public 
Works Department has been slated con­
siderably in this Council, but for the 
present I believe that the main object 
is to hring before the notice of the 
ptJblic the extreme care that at the pres ­
ent time is being taken over the finances 
of the Colony by certain Members of this 
Legislature. As a matter of fact, if we 
were sure that the General Elections 
were soon then I believe those who have 
spoken ·with such vehemE:nce would have 
a good chance, including the hon . Mem­
ber who knows as a matter o-f fact that 
after the General E lections several 
Members will be out of this Council. I 
can see that the motion will not be 

pressed, but the electorate has already, 
I believe, notiiced through the Member s 
who have spoken showing out the 
weakness an~l irregularities of the 
Department and is satisfied that those 
Members are the people who should 
manage this Council and should be 
elected at all times to carry on the 
wcrk. We may not have a Director of 
Public Works to suit certain Members 
of this Council. We may not have ,rn 
Accountant in the true sense of th~ 
term in the Public Works Department, 
but for one thing, I think, we can be 
satisfied, if we a re t o take him at his 
word, we have an Accountant in this 
Council. We were told yesterday that 
one hen. Member was trained as an 
Accountant and knew all the phases of. 
the accountant's job. What I am very 
sorry for is that the foresight of His 
Excellency has not gone so far as t o 
place that Member on the Committ ee 
and make him Chairman of it. If that 
had been dcne, t her e would not have 
been any need for this discussion 
because we would have had a trained 
Accountant at the head of t he 
Committee, one capable not only of 
detecting faults but finding faults 
even where they do not occur, one who 
is capable of carrying en and manag­
ing a huge department as the Public 
Works Department is. 

There is no doubt there have been 
irregularities. No one will be so bold as 
to doubt that. But any attempt to have 
the irregula rities checked altogether by 
the m0tion that is put forward is tc rny 
mind an attempt t hat is futile m id 
cannot succeed. I cannot believe that. 
hon. Members of this Council-I believe 
there are not many who will -will 
at all sanction a mot ion of this kind 
when Government -has appointed au 
Advisor)" Board or Committee to go 
and lock after the affairs of t he Public 
Works Department as well as the 
affairs of other Departments. If there 
is an Advisory Committee appointed 
for that purpose, . it is to my mind 
madness to t ake two or three men of the 
same Committee to go into the matte1· 
as a Vigilance Committee, Let the Com• 
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mittee perform its duties. I a111 

satisfied that the Committee as at 
present constituted is enough and with 
a capable Accountant much of the wrongs 
that have been or are being perpetratetl 
in the Department will be seen 9.!10 

checked. The motion should certainly be 
voted against, and I do not know 
whether it will be pressed. To my mind 
it is a great political dodge intended to 
catch the eyes of the electorate. For­
tunately, or unfortunately, the E lections 
are not near. To my m ind this is a 
motion that cannot be accepted, and I 
am perfectly satisfied t hat this Council 
will turn it down. 

Mr. SEAFORD I would like to 
say a few words. I do not propose to go 
into the various details of the accusa­
t:ons made here, but merely to gener­
alize because, as a m:imbe:· of the 
Committee which inquired into the 
s taff of the Public Works Department 
about two years ago, I was a party to 
certain recommendations made to Gov­
ernment. Our chief recommendation 
was that the staff of the Department 
was quite inadequat e to carry on the 
work of the Department. Works which 
the Department has to do now are three 
or fou,r times greater than what it had 
to do in the past, while the staff has no;; 
been increased more than 20 per cent. 
We are asking the Director of Public 
Works and his staff to do infinitely more 
work. 

There are irregularities thrnl.! ghout 
the Colony, but I think it is unfair to 
blame the officers of the Department 
who have not t he time to devote to the 
supervision of the val·ious works as 
they should and would like to do. I 
know that Government and the Advisory 
Committee have made efforts to increase 
the technical staffs of the Public Work~ 
Depar tment, the Sea Defence Board, and 
the Drainage Board. but it has been 
quite impossible to get the right type 
of people with experience to fill the 
posts. A scheme was started to t rain 
apprentices, and youngsters were taken 
from school and t r ained, but it will be 
E:-ome time before they are fully equippea 

,-=::. 

for the jobs which they will have to 
undertake. It is not easy to find quali­
fied and experienced men to fill these 
posts. 

I do not myself think th1t ~- Vigi­
lance Committee would serve any use­
ful purpose. I come into close contact 
with the officers of the Public Works 
Department in various ways, ~nd I am 
quite satisfied that the Advisory Com­
mittee has been very vigilant indeed, and 
gets a$sistance f ~·om the Director of 
Public Works. It does not matter how 
vigilant one is, and what steps he take;;, 
he can never prevent irregularities so 
Jong as there is collus ion amorigst mem­
bers of a staff. I have had a great deal 
of experience on sugar esta~es where 
much higher wages are paid than by the 
Public Works Department, antl in spite 
of checking, cross-checking, ahd super­
vision, ir~·egularities still take place. I 
can assure Members that with all the 
Vigilance Committees in the world we 
will not stop irregularities. tet us be 
honest and face facts . Let u~ give th e 
Advisory Committee a chance to put 
things right. The Directnr is doing 
his utmost , and the mover has said that 
he has a great admiration fo:: him. 
,r_ 

The mover of the motion remarked 
that if experts could not tell when accre­
t ion or errn:;ion would take place they 
should be sacked. As far as I know 
there is only one expert who !could tell 
when such things would take place but, 
unfortunately, He is not on th,is earth. 

~11·. t'. Y. 'IYJ< :IIT: Kve1-~·bod_,· 
seems to have spoken, and I think I 
should be as brief as I possibly can. I 
would like first of all to sty that J 
resent one remark made by the hon 
Member for North-Western District 
(Mr. Jacob) . At the beginning of my 
career in this Council I repeatedly 
warned the hon . Member that I would 
stand no personal attacks from him, and 
that I would give as good as he was 
prepared to take. The hon. Member, 
who is not in his seat today, deliber­
ately accused me of a crime. He said 

~ 
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I knew the culprits in the Public Works 
Department, and I was shielding t hem. 
I would like to tell him that I have 
never yet faced a jury in this Colony, 
and the Supreme Court has never yet 
convicted me of br ibery and corn1ption 
or any election offence, and I hope I will 
never have that privilege. I hope that 
statement will be r ecorded ior his bene­
fit. I will _g-o no further as I know that he 
is now in the throes of a libel action, 
and I am not prepared t o help his 
opponent by giving him any material 
upon which he could be cross-examinP.d 
in t he witness-box. In the House of 
Comm6ns, if a Member makes an accusa­
tion against a Minister of Works, there 
is a procedure whereby the Min.ister can 
go to the H ouse and call for an explana­
tion. Unfortunately, we have not got 
that procedu,re in this Council, or I 
would have challenged the hon. Member 
to do so. 

However humble a man may be one 
cannot accuse him o{ an offence unless 
one has proof. The hon. Member 
expects to whisper to me that this or 
that man in the Public Works Depart­
men,t is guilty of this or that offence, 
and that I must act on it. Am I not to 
be satisfied in the interest of that man 
that the hon. Member is not getting at 
him for some personal reason? Am I 
just to take his word that an offence 
has been committed? The hon. Member 
is a member or the President of a trade 
union, and he would be the first to sa)' 
that t hat man had been thrown out of 
employment without being given a fair 
h earing. That should be t he hon. 
Member's attiturie if, as he states, he 
is a leader of a labour organization. I 
cioubt whether he would be prepared so 
to do, and I fear what goes on in any 
organization controlled by him. 

With regard to the basins incident 
which was reported to me, I have 
already stated that I travelled three or 
four times and inspected the basins, 
making a check-up to see where they 
came from. There was a missing link, 

but it was found out who delivered it, 
in what cart it was conveyed, and t o 
whom it was delivered. The hon. Mem­
ber suggests that there was a culprit, 
I.Jut he has not the gumption to name 
the person he suspects. Why doesn't he 
put it in wr iting? Jf he does I would 
answer the charge a1,cl plead guilty, but 
until he g ives me that evidence I "!:efuse 
to t ake any notice of what he says. We 
know who he was getting at. There is 
an hon. Member of this Council who 
represented the individual concerned, 
and if he so desires he C'.-111 tell this 
Council that there j g not a titt!e of 
evidence on which to lay a charge 
against t he person whom the hon. Mem­
ber suspects. Is the hon. Member 
aware of those culprits ? Does he know 
who they are? If he does he should 
come fo1;ward like a man and tell us, 
and we would see if he can be prosecuted, 
and use our best endeavours to see 
t hat he is prosecuted. The hon. Mem­
ber submits anonymous letters and 
hearsay evidence by one employee 
against another. He suggests t hat one 
overseer or foreman is guilty. He does 
not produce any evidence. How are we 
to know that his information was not 
supplied by a man who wants the fore­
man's job? A foreman jg entitled to 
protection. 

I wonder how the hon. Member 
was allowed to get by with his general 
accusation against the officers of the 
~epartment. If I were an officer in 
that Department he would not be 
p~·ivileged to accuse me of being dis­
honest by saying that every man in the 
Department is dishonest. He would 
have to answer for it. It is unfair to 
say that every man in that Department 
is dishonest. The hon. Member has 
said t hat there is dishonesty from t he 
top to t he bottom, and I ,resent that 
remark. The mover of the mo6on has 
said that he admires the Director of 
Public Works, and so do all of us. The 
Advisory Committee is working as 
ha1"moniously as possible with the 
Director. I go fur ther and state that 
t.hi." Cnmroittee is working harder t han 
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any other Advisory Committee, and 
harder perhaps than Members appre­
ciate. There are certain hon. Members 
who think they are the "know-alls" of 
this Colony, and are the future leaders 
of the country. I am prepared to fight. 
They suggest that everything in this 
Colony i,- wrong, and everybody is 

·wrong and crooked except themselves. 
If a man is honest he does· 
not have to stand up every time 
and say "I am an honest man." 
He has practically stated in plain 
language what the future of this 
Colony would be if those Members were 
put in charge of our destinies. 

The mover of the motion stated 
distinctly that he had nothing against 
the Director of Public Works. I 
personally would welcome Committees to 
investigate if they were necessary. I 
would welcome Committees to investi­
gate even the work of the Advisory 
Committee, but I do not think it is 
necessary. A Vigilance Committ ee 
would have to be comprised of dozens 
of members who would have to be on 
the spot every day checking up on the 
labourers. Surely they would have to 
depend on the very same persons on 
whom the Director and the Executive 
Engineers now have to depend. Are 
they going to take part in the execution 
of works? Are they going to be on the 
job every minute of the day? In any 
community, or in any society of pers~ms, 
we must depend on others. Every man 
at the top has to depend on the man 
below him, and as long as human life 
is what it is nobody in this world will 
be able to prevent theft. We hea1· 
about irregularities in the Public 
Works Department. Who knows about 
them better than the members of the 
Advisory Committee ? But they did not. 
star t in our time. Members would be 
surprised to know that as a member of 
the Sewerage Board I overheard a 
certain remark, and I saw a new car with 
five new tyres. From that casual 
remark I got from the chauffeur all the 
information I wanted. I was not then 
Chairman t>f the Advisory eommittee, 

but that information was followed up, 
and we have to give credit to t he Direc­
tor of Public Works and certain officers 
of the Department for finding out what 
was going on. 

I place the blame for these irregu­
larities on hon. Members themselves. 
You cannot place a man in a position of 
trust and only pay him $30 per month. 
The Advisory Committee has repeatedly 
drawn the attention of Goven1ment to 
that fact. Attention has also been 
drawn to the fact that the whole Depart­
ment is understaffed, not only in 
respect of Executive Engineers, but also 
thE: general staff and t he accounting 
staff. Hon. Members must appreciate 
the considerable increase in work which 
has been thrown on the Department in 
the last two or three years, and t he 
considerable amount of work that will 
be put on the Department if the works 
that are planned are carried out. I do 
not think t hat the Committee or any 
Committee has had much opportunity to 
go into this. 

I was rather surprised to hear the 
hon. Nominated Member who seconded 
the motion suggest t hat a Committee 
of the Advisory Committee should be 
appointed to investigate. Why not let 
the whole Committee sit every fortnight 
and continue its work? The mover of 
the motion suggested that there should 
be a Committee of which the hon. Nom­
inated Member, who seconded his motion, 
should be Chairman. I would suggest 
that if there is necessity for the 
appointment of a Committee it should 
be comprised of three members - the 
hon. Nominated Member, Mr. J. A. 
Luckhoo, as Ohairman, with Mr. C. R, 
Jacob and Mr. Edun. I do not, how­
ever, see the necessity for sua.h a Com­
mittee, but if a Committee is to be 
appointed I would suggest that it should 
be composed of the members I have 
named. 

Mr. EDUN : I do not think the 
hon. Member has followed the remarks 
of the seconder of the motion at all. He 

t· 
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suggested a Committee 9f Inquiry into 
the affairs of the Public Works Depart­
ment-not a Standing Committee to 
adminis,ter the Department. 

'Mr. WIGHT : I was rather sur­
prised, and . I am sorry he is not here. 
i think the most reasonable suggestion 
came from the hon. Member for Western. 
Berbice (Mr. Peer Bacchus) who sug­
gested that if it became necessary we 
should extend the powers of the Advis­
ory Committee. I do not at the 
moment see the necessity for such an 
extension, because it is advisory and not/ 
executive. After all one must appreciate 
that in ordinary business the Board of 
Directors or the Managing-Director, who 
is on the spot, cannot prevent frauds. 
One hon. Member suggested that this 
debate will in itself have some effect; 
that the matter having been ventilated, 
those who were inclined to continue with 
those irregularities would realize that 
they are •being watched, not only by 
the Advisory Committee and the Exe,~u­
tive Officers of the Department, but by 
each Member of this Council. Thl:!re­
fore the debate will have served its 
purpose,. Beyond that I cannot see 
that any purpose can be served by the 
motion. 

I do not propose to go into mw 
cletails, given to me, but as Chairman of 
the Advisory Committee I would likl:! 
to say that information supported by 
evidence, or on which evidence could be 
obtained, is welcome. We welcome 
assistance not only from Members of 
this Council but from t he nublic. Some 
Members think they are th; only people 
who can give information. We are aiso 
in touch with the public. It seems to be 
thought that members · of the Advisory 
Committee do not know any members of 
the public. A departmental inquiry 
would serve no more purpose than what 
has already been achieved by the Oourt. 
It has been said that certain officers of 
the Department are being protected. 
How can anybody who has listened to 
the recent trial and seen what trans­
pired in that case suggest that the 

,1•eal culprit has not been brought 
to justice. During the 60-days' trial 
the ieamed K.C. did his utmost 
in the interest of one of t he 
accused. Wouldn' t he have laid the blame 
on the rig.ht man? He had it in his power 
to d·o so. It therefore seems unfair to 
say that certain officers of the 
Department are still ·guilty. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The 
accused themselves made statements and 
were allowed every facility to do so. 

Mr. WIGHT: You know th::it 
your,self, sir; you were one of the 
counsel defending. Every one of the 
accused gave a statement of what 
transpired, implicating himself. I con­
sider t hat the Department is to be 
c1·edited with having got to the bottom 
of the matter. How can it be said that 
other people are being protected? 

With regard to the question of the 
reads I would like to refer briefly to 
the statement I made on a previous 
occasion that the work was progresi:;ing 
and was being investigated by the Road 
Research Department. A survey has 
actually been started on the East Coast 
wit h the view of eliminating some of the 
bends but, unfortunately, when the 
surveyor had got well up the Coast his 
services were required elsewhere 011 

account o.f shortage of staff. The 
Department is hopelessly inadequately 
staffed, and wants at least six more 
Engineers. The question will have to be 
decided some day whether the present 
system of paying labourers' wages by 
the Paymaster is satisfactory, or 
whether the Exeeutive Engineers 
should ma.ke the payments. The 
districts are large, and the Advisory 
Commi,ttee advised Government to 
increase the staff of Engineers, but 
Government was placed in the unfortu­
nate position that, although willing, it 
could not obtain Engineers. 

As regards the accounting work in 
the Depa1•tment that is also unsatisfac­
tory, but we are still in correspondence 

~ .. 
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with Government on that matter. The 
questions of leave pay, roadside 
trenches, co-ordination of transport 
services, building construction, and 
timber priorities are all under consid­
eration, but the activities of the 
Department are being concentrated at 
present on the completion of the 
airport. I think I have given Members 
a comprehensive survey of what we are 
doing, and I feel sure that they will 
not support the motion. 

I • (fl 
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I 
proposed to put the question this 
afternoon. Can the hon. Nbminated 
Member reply in a short time ? 

Mr. EDUN: I do not think so. So 
many things were said which were not 
satisfactory, and I would like to maim 
some observations on them. 

The Council was adjourned until 
Thursday, 3rd May, at 2 p.m. 
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