b91 Members Present

LEGISLATIVE GOUNGIL

Friday, 28th July, 1944.

The Council met at 12 noon, the
E. G. Woolford, O.B.E.,, KC,,
Deputy President,

‘. Hon.
“.-(New Amsterdam),
! in the Chair.

PRESENT.

. The Hon. the Colonial Secretary,

* Mr. W. L. Heape, C.M.G.

The Hon. the - Attorney-General,
Ir. E. O. Pretheroe, M.C., K.C.

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer,
Mr. E. T, McDavid, C.B.E.

The Hon. F. J. Seaford, C.B.E,
(Georgetown North).

! The Hon. J. A. Luckhoo, K.C.
- "(Nominated). .
The Hon. C. V. Wight (Western
Fssequibo).
N The Hon. J. 1. deAguiar (Central

- Demerara).

The Hon. H. N. Critchlow (Nomi-
+ ated).

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, O.B.E,
Vominated).
The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O0.B.E,,
(Georgetown Central).
J
The Hon. J. B. Singh, O.B.E,

* {Demerara-Essequibo).

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western
Perbice).
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The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North West-
ern District).

The Hon. A. G. King (Demerara
River).

A. M. Edun (Nomi-

The Hon.
nated).

The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated).

The IIon. C. P. Ferreira (Berhice
River).

The Clerk read prayers.
MINUTES.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on Thursday, 27th July,
1944, as printed and circulated, were
taken as read and confirmed.

UNOFFICIAL NOTICES.

AMENDMENT OF LICENSED PREMISES
BiLyL.

Mr. CRITCHLOW gave notice of

the following motion:—

Be it Resolved, that this Council recom-
mends to Government that legislation be
enacted in order that the hours between
which licensed premises may be open in
urban areas, as set out in the First
Schedule to the Licensed Premises Bill,
1944, be amended as follows:—

(a) That every day with the exception
of Sundays, Christmas Day. and

Good Friday. and as otherwise pro-

vided in this resolution be amended

to read—8 a.m. to 12 noon—2 p.m.

to 6 pm.

That Saturdays be amended to read
—8 am. to 12 noon and 2 p.m to 8
p.m.

(c) That all Wednesdays and public
holidays be amended to read—8
a.m. to 12 noon.

(b)

SPIRIT SHOPS HOURS.
Mr.. EDUN gave notice of the fol-
lowing motion:—

WHEREAS, Government has embarked
on Social and Welfare matters ably
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assisted by the Imperial
from funds under the Development and
Welfare Act:

AND WHEREAS. Social Welfare con-
stitutes the well-being of the Spirit Shops
employees, regarding their hours, ameni-
ties and conditions of woark;

AND WHEREAS, it is an essential
ingredient of Social Welfare matters that
public streets, roads and/or pavements be
kept free of undesirables and debaucher-
ers loitering thereabout until very late
hours of the night and thus creating
trouble of various characters;

Be it Resolved, that this Honourable
Council adopts a measure for fixation of
hours attaching to opening and closing of
Spirit Shops in the City of Georgetown
aforesaid, to remove the menacing eyesore
in quarters and/or places of the City of
Georgetown, aforesaid.

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE ON
GOVERNMENT ESTATES.

Mr. EDUN gave notice of the fol-
lowing questions:—

1. What are the comparative {figures
of revenue and expenditure of the Gov-
ernment estates of Windsor Forest, La
Jalousie and Hague during the years 1941,
1942 anc 1943 regarding the cullivated
sections of the aforesaid estates?

2. What are the comparative figures of
revenue and expenditure of the house lot
sections of the Government estates of
Windsor Forest, La Jalousie and Hague
during the years 1941, 1942, 19437

CONTRIBUTIONS To WAR FUNDS.

Mr. AUSTIN: Sir, before the
Order of the Day is proceeded with I
shall be glad if you will permit me to
make a few observations on a matter
which has exercised the minds of most
of us for the last two or three years.
I refer to the small sums of money
which some of us would like to be able
to send to the United Kingdom rather
than deposit them at the Post Office
Savings Bank. I am not suggesting that
the Post Office is not safe; it is as safe
as any other Government Department,
but in every Colony in the British
Empire the system exists whereby sums
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Government of money can be sent to the United

Kingdom for the

savings,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Not
every Colony. It does not exist in the
Bahamas.

Mr. AUSTIN: I will qualify that
by saying that it exists in most Colonies.
We can send our small contributions
through the Banks but this Colony gets
no credit whatsoever for sending such
sums of money. It is not that the
individual wants to know the amount
subseribed, but I think it rather
unusual that in this one British Colony
01 the South American Continent
people are unable to get tokens for
sums which they may like to invest in
war funds. The Colonial Treasurer has
always been very eloquent against it.
I cannot comprehend why he should be.
Many of us are doing it through
Trinidad and other places, and it is
known that that is done, There need not
be any great expenditure about it
A start could be made in Georgetown
and New Amsterdam. All people want
is a token from the Post Office that it
has received 10/-, £1 and anything up
to £10, and that the money would be
sent direct to the United Kingdom for
the purpose intended. I do hope that
further consideration will be given to
this matter because, although the
Treasurer naturally likes to see a large
sum of money in the Post Office Savings
Bank, he must not forget that quite a
lot of that money comes from stores,
and that the Post Office Savings
Bank was never intended for that
purpose.

purpose of war

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I shall
draw Government’s attention to the
hon. Member’s tremarks. I think he is
aware that a statement was made on
this particular subject some time ago.
I do not know how much further I can
carry it at the moment, but I will
undertake to see that it is brought to
the notice of the proper authorities.

ORDER OF THE DAY.

RICE FARMERS (SECURITY OF TENURE)
BILL, 1944,
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The Council resumed the debate
on the second reading of the following
Rill:—

A Bill intituled “An Ordinance to
provide better security of tenure for
tenant rice farmers; to fix the rent
payable for the letting of rice lands; and
for purposes connected with the matters

aforesaid.”

Myr. C. V. WIGHT: This Bill has
my entire support. As a member of
the Committe against whom criticisms
have
expect that I should support the Bill
which . proposes to give effect to
certain of the recommendations in the
Committee’s report. It is unfortunate
that some of the Members who have
spoken, not necessarily against the
composition of the Committee, did not
have the opportunity of listening to
the evidence which the Members of the
Committee heard. I was - rather
surprised to hear the hon. Member for
Demerara River (Mr. King), for whom
I have the greatest respect (as a matter
of fact my opinion is that he is perhaps
the best solicitor in the Colony) say that
on the Committee there were three
barristers not instructed by solicitors.
We barristers, although we are not
given credit for it, pride ourselves on
being able to handle any situation,
sometimes well sometimes badly, and
sometimes whether we know what we
are talkng ahout we handle a situation
very well.

With regard to the evidence
which was led, I would like to point out
that every opportunity was given to
the landlords to come before the
Committee. Some of them chose so to
do but others did not; why, one hesitates.
to say. The evidence led before the Com-
mittee was in the main given by tenants.
Perhaps the necessity for this Bill is
not, so urgent now as when the
Committee was taking evidence. [ say
that because at that time there was no

doubt about it that there were
certain landlords who were
simply skinning their tenants, and

they were people of their own race. relis
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gion and creed. They were the worst
offenders. The hon. Member for Esse-
quibo River (Mr.Lee) was also a member
of the Committee. He will tell the Coun-
cil that there were certain allegations
made of acts which seemed to be inhu-
man, and there was a lot of truth in
some of them. Some were exaggerated
and others figments of the immagina-
tion, but there was a great deal of
truth in some of them.

Since then we have had the Defence
Regulations which prohibit the eject-
ment of tenants, and which to a cer-
tain extent has led to (I do not like the
word) victimization. It is very diffi-
cult to eject a tenant today. In view of
that and the present situation as regards
the price of rice the need for the Bill
is not as urgent now as it was a couple
of years ago, but at the time the
Committee was set up there was uvgent
need to give tenants some kind of
security and to see that they got their
just due as producers. This Bill is the
result,

Member  has raised
certain objections. Some of them may
or may not be of any weight, not
riecessarily legal weight in the sense
that there is legislation of a similar
effect in Bngland. T think T can claim
responsibility for the setting up of the
Committee because I had repeatedly
urged in this Council the necessity of
giving some security of tenure to
tenants of rice estates, and that was
because I represent a district in which
the rice industry is perhaps the largest
and the only industry in that area. It i3
true that in that district the riee
industry is not carried on in the same
way as it is in the other areas. There
the tenants have to sell their padi to the
millers. They are compelled to have theiyr
padi milled at the mills of their land-
lords. Tn other words, they wie in the
grip of the landlords. I have uo hesita-
tion in saying that those tenants were
seriously mulcted in several ways by
that system.

The hon.

I happen to know of cases (whether
they still exist or not I do not know) in
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which tenants had actually put their
padi into the mills but did not know
what price they would get and did not
have any document to show what amount
of padi they had put there, and for two
years or more had not received what
was due to them. There have
been cases where even after accounts
had been gone finto and a gettlement
arrived at, no payment was received by
the tenants. In some cases they receive
payment in dribblets. Those tenants
were nothing but economic slaves,
bound hands and feet to the landlords.
There are some landlérds in my con-
stituency who would chain their tenants
and keep them in servitude for life.
They are doing it even now. I would
like to see whether those tenants will
under the extension of the franchise
support those landlords. Quite likely
they will, but why one cannot say.
One only has suspicions.

That is the general background of
the Committee's set up. The hon.
Member who has. just taken his seat
happens to be interested in the same
ostate as I am. His views do not coin-
tide with mine but there may he
something in what he says. He has
asked that the Bill might be deferred
for consideration by a Committee.
That request was made to His Excel-
lency in Essequibo ocn Monday —- that
the Bill be deferred in order to give
certain persons an opportunity to con-
sider its practical effect. There seems
to be a division of opinion as to wheth-
er the Bill should be referred to a
Sclect Committee of this Council or to
a Committee consisting of landlords,
tenants and Members of this Council
From what T gathered, His Excellency
seemed rather sympathetic and inclined
to defer the Bill if it became necessary.
Ig¢ it necessary to defer the Bill in its
entirety? Is it necessary to defer it
at all? There seem to he really only
two clauses against which criticism
might be levelled or could be levelled.
Those clauses are those dealing main-
ly with specified conditions and the
standard rent. First of all I am
orposed to going to the Courts, I am
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a lawyer and it may be a small source
of revenue for me, but I try to keep
people out of the Courts. I must say
that at the Magistrate’s Court during
certain hours of the day chaos reigns
and will continue to reign. The slip-
shod methods and the ignorance of
legal methods being exhibited today in
one or two of our Magistrates’ Courts
is not a position in which this Colony
can be happy. With those few general
remarks I think we can dispose entire-
ly of the argument for recourse to the
Courts or at least some of them in this

.Colony.

The specified conditions I have
referred to are really questions of the
purchase of padi and the milling of
padi.  Some landlords feel that both
are necessary. I cannot agree with the
purchasing of the tenant’s padi because
I see no reason why a tenant should
not have the right to have his padi
milled and sent to the Rice Marketing
Board on his own account. Why
should the landlord or anybody else be
able to speculate on his padi? In
other words, there is no harm in saying
straightaway that a tenant should be
allowed to sell his padi to whomsoever
he pleases, provided he is mot in debt,
and perhaps at the best price. There
is, of course, one objection to both con-
ditions,—the purchasing of the padi by
the landlord and also the milling of it.
The objection is that there is a possi-
bility that the tenant may be hood-
winked by intermediaries who may
become middlemen. Men with a few
thousand dollars may set about to pur-
chase padi from the tenants by devious
methods and otherwise and have it
milled themselves and sold to the Rice
Marketing Board. In other words, not:
only will you have the landlord but the
agents going around and offering more.
If these middle men are allowed to run
riot we would get the same effect after
a time as we got with the landlord. In
other words, you will not get away
from the evil you are attempting to
stop.  You start advancing money at
exorbitant interest and they will be
compelled to sell, perhaps, at such a
price that will have agents doing the



















































































