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LEGISLATIVE GOURGIL

(Comstituted wunder the British Guiana
(Cons'itution) (Temporary Provisions)
Order in Council, 1953)

THURSDAY, 28TH MARcH, 1957

The Council met at 2 p.m.

PRESENT :

_ His Honour the Speaker,
Sir Eustace Gorden Woolford, O.R.E,
Q.C.

Ex-Officio Members:

The Hon. the Chief Secretary,
My. F. D. Jakeway, C.M.G., O.B.E.
The Hon. the Attorney General,
Mr. A. M. I Austin,

The Hon. the Financial Secretary,
Mr. F. V. Essex.

Nowminated Members of Ezecutive
Council:

The Hon. Sir Frank McDavid,
C.M.G., C.B.E.,, (Member for Agricul-
ture, Forests, Lands and Mines).

The Hon. W. Q. R. Kendall (Mem-
ber for Communications and Works).

The Ilon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.RB.E,,
(Member for Local Government, Social
Welfare and Co-operative Develop-
ment).

The Hon. R. C, Tello.

Nominated Official :
Mr. J. I. Ramphal

Nomwmated Unofficials:
Mr. T. Lee.

Mr. C. A. Carter.

Rev. D. C. J. Bobb.
Mr. H. Rahaman.

Miss Gertie H. Collins.
Mrs. Esther E. Dey.
Dr. H. A. Fraser.

Mr. R, B. Jailal.

Mr. Sugrim Singh.

Clerk of the Legislative:
Mr. I. Crum Ewing,

Assistant Clerk of the Legislative:
Mr. B. M. Viapree (Ag.)

Absent:
The Hon. P. A. Cummings (Mem-
ber for Labour, Health and Housing).
The Hon. R. B. Gajraj—on leave.
Mr. W. A. Phang—on leave.
Me. L. A. Luckhoo, Q.C.
Mr. E. F. Correia—on leave.

Mr. W. 1. Lord, 1.S.0.—on leave.

The Speaker read.prayers.

Oath Of Allegiance

The Hon. the Attorney General
(Mr. A. M. I. Austin) took the Oath of
Allegiance and his seat as an ex-
officio Member of the Council.



1767 Anouncements—
Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting of tl‘le
Council held on Thursday, the 14th of
April, as printed and circulated were
taken as read and confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Attorney General Welcomed

Mr, Speaker : Hon. Members, |
am sure that each and everyone of
you will join with me in extending a
very hearty and sincere welcome to our
new Attorney General who has just
taken his seat. I do not know what his
personal experiences have been in the
other places where he may have
served, but my advice to him is that
he wiil, as far as possible, refrain in
his own interest from making too
many comparisons between what exists
in those. other places and in this
Colony. He will lzarn in the course
of time that the office of Attorney
General in this Colony is one in which
he becomes acquainted with every
branch of the law, an experience
which—I happen to know as a pro-
fessional man myself—members of the
iegal profession in other parts of the
world never gain,

In the course of time he will {ind
that he has enriched his experience
by living in this Colony. We mesat cach
other so often that whatever his
troubles may be in the performancc
of his duties the general knowledge
and experience He will acquire will he
of very great help to him.

But it is in this Council Chamber
that the reputations of the Attorney
Generals are made or lost. You, Bir,
will realize that a very cnsiderable
portion of your time will be spent in
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this Council Chamber and you will
eventually become an experienced
politician. I do not know precisely
what is prescribed in the terms of
your appointment, but you must be
prepared to become a politician. Mem-
bers of the Council, will, on occasions;
offer various criticisms on propeosed
legislation some of which you may
agree with and others you may
be inclined to repel. But whatever may
be the composition of the Legislative
Council in this Colony, you may be
assured of always having the co-opera-
tion and support of its Members. I inen-
tion that because we are on the eve of
a general election. You will have heard
of our past constitutional experiences
and of the necessity of introducing
cmergency measutes to meet the situa-
tion. You have now become a Member
of a purely nominated Legislative
Council,

I am sure that whatever duties
vou have to perform here, you will in
the course of time realize that it is your
wood fortune, having regard to your
family origin or part origin, to bhe
considered “a son of the soil” or *a
grandson of the so0il,”” and that by
reason thereof you will escape some
of the criticisms that those not born
here are made to suffer and endure.
You hold a name that is well known by
members of this community, many of
whoin, 1 believe are relatives of yours
—- the most distinguished of whom
was the late Bishop Austin, the
Anglican Bishop of this diocese who
was much revered and esteemed in
this Colony. I wish you a long and
successful career of office, and that
both Mrs. Austin and yourself will
he happy and enjoy your stay here
with us.

The Attorney General: I
greatiy obliged.

am


















1779  Committee—

fThe Chief Secretary]

Brigade and {or purposes connectec
therewith”.
The Attorney General: T beg to

second the motion.
Question put, and agreed to.
CouNciL 1N COMMITTEE

The Chief Secretary : Although
i have no amendment to clause 22, I
have to explain that the point made
by the hon. Member, Mr. Jailal, has
been considered in consultation with
the Chief Officer of the Fire Brigade
.and Law- Officer, and one of the Law
Officers had consultation with the hon.
Member himself, I believe. We do
vot feel it necessary to make sperial
provision for a member of the Fire
Brigade to control electricity: we feel
it is adequately controlled under the
existing law and I hope hon. Members
will be satisfied with that explanation.

Now, looking through the Bill
again, a small error has been discov-
cred in clause 25 and I would like to
recommit that clause. The words,

“in the last preceding section”
appear in the second and third lines
of that clause in the Bill as printed.
They were put in while there must
have been no clause 23 and clause 24
because the clause refers to section
22 of the Ordinance. So I beg to
move that the words,

“section 22 of this Ordinance”
be substituted.

Clause 25 recommitted.—Duties and
immunities of water undertakers.

The Chairman: The question is,
that the clause be amended by the
substitution of the words, “section 22
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of this Ordinance” for the words “in
the last preceding section”.

Question put, and agreed to.

Clause 25 passed as amended.

The Chief Secretary: I would like
to recommit clause 27, too.

Question put, and agread to.

Clause 27 recommitted. — Interfer-
ence with brigade,

The Chief Secretary: Two points
were raised on this clause: one was as
to whether this clause provided a pen-
alty for an infringement of c¢lause 24.
I am advised that if any action were
taken under clause 24 by a police offi-
cer and that artion was disobeyed, thare
is appropriate sanction and penalty
under the Police Ordinance. If any
member of the Fire Brigade gave an
orcder under 24 and it was disobeyed it
would be a breach of 27 and it would
Le covered by 27, so there is no need
for an amendment to cover that. But
it was also suggested that it can be
quite a serious offence and that the
penalty did not seem sufficiently severe.
That point has been considered and I
would iike to move that at the end of
the clause as nrinted be added the words
“or to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding three months, or 1o both
such fine and imprisonment”.

Question put, and agreed to.
Clause 27, as amended, passeri.

The Chief Secretary: 1 beg to
move that the Council do now resume.

Council resumed.

The Chief Secretary: I beg to
report that the Bill intituled: “An
Ordinance to provide for the establish-
ment of the British Guiana Fire Brig-
ade and for purposes connected there-
with’ has been approved in Committee,









