









































2455 Motion — Hvitish

of 20 millions or more, and so long as
we pget money to develop our country
people will flow here as & natural event.
We can get as many people as we want,
but our first dnty iz to the people of
1this  country. They must get the
henefit of their heritage. I would he
a traitor to my people if T stood quietlly
and allowed this to Le done.

Mr. Ramphal: Would the hon.
WMember agree to Federation if the Is-
lands asked us to join?

Mr. Raatgever: [ say: let the Is-
lands federate first, and then we could
Le approached in course of time. I am
gaying ne more than that. This is no
time for us to go hat-in-hand and beg
them, because we cannot get in on the
gronnd floor.

Comments have heen made during
this debate about the Rev. Mr. Peters
who is a personal friend of mine, a
gentleman for whom I have a high re-
gard. He has travelled extensively in the
United States and has acquired consid-
erable experfence. With your permissio,
Sir, T would like to vead two paragraphs
{r ‘he H~~sard repnrt of the speech
he made in .ais Chamber on the 16th
Janus L8952, which T think are quite
arp opriate. Ie said:

“Why should we be in such a hury to
give up our political identity—or at least
a measure of #—to despise cur territorial
and continental integrity heeause we have
been tempted to -walk along with leaders
dripping wet with desire to get what
the Islands, by association, have ta offer
us? Tventure to zay that wha* thev have to
offer us would bz comparatively 1 tle. Per-
haps the time might come when we would
be the people to offer a great deal "o them
But, at the same time, we should reserve
for ourselves the privilege of considering
any question about the merging of their
destiny with ours.”™

Then a Tittle later In his specch he
gaid:

“If British Guiana must need he

mixed up w  any sort of Caribbean in-
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veiglement, the day is not yet. We here
should not be afraid—should not he so
cowardly az to decline to seek to work
out our own salvation, even if it be with
fear and trembling. I know that so far
as I am concerned, if I am to be a
weathercock over thiz matter I would
say: ““Let ug tales Federation and try it
Bul in these days my own belief is that
the day of the politician as ch is past
and over. COur Colonies and nations are
calling for statesmen — men who would
forget all personal interests, subdue the
cry for their own personal actiom and
stand up—walk and shout—for the good
¢f the Colony and, particularly, for the
goad of the people whom they claim to
represent.”

1 would ask hon. Members to take
those words to heart and study them.

Before I deal with the final portion
of the motion I would like to read some
extracts from a lelter 1 received from
Sir Gordon Lethem, a former Governor
of this Colony. I amn asking tn be allow-
ed to do s: because of the remarks made
by a Member with reference to the in-
terview I gave to a newspaper, in which
I said that Sir Govdon Lethem had said
he did not think Federation with the
West Indies wag a good thing for this
Colony. 8ir Gorden has told me T could
make whatever use I wished of hiz lei-
ter. I have never used it hefore, but I
think T should use it now. It is dated
October, 1951, and he wrltes:

“Though eertain historical affinities,
English cceupation and language, and im-
migrant African and East Imdian popula=
tion, are with the islands, the ‘natural’
affinities ave with the continent, and 1
believe that these fundamental and almost
physical facts will be the more important
in Guiana's future.”

“I think that British Guiana should
make up its mind that, not being an island
ringed around with water, it should not be
so treated. It should aim at retaining its
individual entity as a quite substantial
hit of South America, with & fulure and a
future ecenomy different from those of a
West Indian island, and it should develop
rather than restrict (and restriction
would be probable if in an island fed-
eration) ifs contacis with the continent.









































