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LEGISL/4 TIVE COUNCIL 
(Constituted under the Brit·ish Guiana 
(Constitution) (Temporary Provisions} 

Orde1· in Council, 1953) 

THURSDAY, 2ND DECEMBER, 1954 

The Council met at 2 p.m. His 
Honour the Speaker, Sir Eustace Wool­
ford, O.B.E., Q.C., in the Chair. 

PRESENT 

His . Honour the Speaker, Sir 
Eustace Gordon Woolford, O.B.E., Q.C. 

Ex-Officio Members :-

The Hon. the Chief Secretary, 
Mr. T. C. Jerrom (acting). 

The Hon. the Attorney General, 
Mr. F. W. Holder, Q.C. 

Thfl Hon. the Financial Secretary, 
Mr. W. 0. Fraser, O.B.E. 

Nominated Members of Executive 
. Council:-

'rhe Hon. Sir Frank McDavid, 

The Hon. R. B. Gajraj. 

The Hon. R. C. Tello. 

Devuty Speaker:-
Mr. W. J. Raatgever, C.B.E. 

Nominated Officials:­
Mr. W. T. Lord, I.S.O. 

Nominated Unof ficials :­
Mr. T. Lee. 

Mr. W. A. Phang. 

Mr. L. A. Luckhoo, Q.C. 

Mr. C. A. Carter. 

Mr. E. F. Correia 

Rev. D. C. J. BobV 

Mr. H. Rahaman. 

Miss Gertie H. Collins. 

Dr. H. A. Fraser. 

Lt. Col. E. J. Haywood, M.B.E., T.IJ 

Mr. Sugrim Singh. 

Clerk of the Legislature­
Mr. I. Crum Ewing. 

Assistant Clerk ,of the Legislature­
Mr. E. V. Viapree (acting). 

C.M.G., C.B.E. (Member for Agricul- Absent :-
ture, Forests, and Lands and Mines) . The Hon. G. H. Smellie--,-on leave. 

The Hon. P. A. Cummings (Mem­
ber for Labour, Health and Housing) . 

The Hon. W. 0. R. Kenrlall (Mem­
ber for Communications and Works) . 

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.B.E. 
(Member for · Local Government, Social 
Welfare· ~nd· · Co-oper3:ttv'9 :Pev~)Of!• 
ment). • 

Mr. J. I. Ramphal. 

Mr. W. A. Macnie, C.M.G., O.B.E. 
---on leave. 

Mrs. Estht:r E. Dey-on leave. 

Mr. R. B. J ailal. 

· i'he Speaker r!')ad pra:y~r!il• 
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O.A.TH OF ALLEGIAN'CE 

Mr. Thomas Claude Jerrom, Chief 
Secretary (acting) took the Oath of 
Allegiance and his seat as a Member of 
the Council, and was welcomed by the 
Speaker. 

MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on Friday, 26t h November 
1954, as printed and circulated were 
taken as read and confirmed. 

BIR1'HllAY CONGRATULATIONS TO 
Sm WINSTON CHURCHILL 

Mr. Speaker: On my own respun­
sibi'lity I took a course wh'ich I knew 
will receive your approval, in sending a 
cable to Sir Wim;ton Churchill on the 
occasion of his eightiteth birthday, as 
coming from th is Council. The cable 
read: "On behalf of the Legislative 
Council of British Guiana, honourable 
Sir, ·please accept sincere congratit• 
lations on your bi'rthday." 

LEA VE GRANTED TO MEMBERS 

Mr. SJJeakcr: Leave has been 
p:ranted to the ·hon. Members, Mr. 
Ma•cnie and Mrs. Dey to be absent today. 

T,he hon. Member , Mr. Correia, who 
is here, has appli'ed for leave of absence 
from the Council for hv-o and a ha1f 
months, from 18th December. I hope 
he wiJl take advantage of it. 

POUNDS ( AMF.NDMENT) BILL 

The Chief Secretary (acting) gave 
notice of the introduction and first 
reading of a Bill intituled: 

"An Ordinance further to amend th~ 
Pounds Ordinance, with r espect to the 
Publication of Lists of Impoundecl Strays." 

1- --------

DRAINAGE AND lRRIG,W'ION 

(DECLARATION OF AREA AND 

VALIDATION OF ACTS) BILL 

Sir Frank McDavid (Member for 
Agriculture, Forest". Lands and Mines) 
gave noti'ce of the introduction and first 
reading of a Bill intituled: 

"An Ordin:mcc to provide fer the 
establishment of a certain Drainage and 
Irrigai.ion Area, the Validation of the 
construction of certain works and for pur­
poses cc'n11cct~d therewiA:h.'' 

D AMAGED PADI 

Mr. Lee: Mr. Speaker, may I i:Je 
permitted, before you proceed wi.th the 
Order of t he Day, to give notice of a 
motion which I would like to read and 
afterwards ask for the necessary leave 
for the suspension of Standing Orders 
in r.rder to have it taken today, with, of 
comse, the permission of l{is Excelle11cy 
the Governor. 

The Attorney General: May I ask 
if the hon. Member has submitted his 
motion to you, Sir? 

Mr. Speaker: I have seen it. 

The Attorney General: I am satis­
fied, 

Mr. Lee: I have taken the necessary 
steps to consult the Speaker beforehand. 

The motion reads: 

"Whereas on account of the abnor· 
mal and heavy rainfall there are large 
quantities of wet padi in the isl;inds of 
Wakenaam and Leguan; 

And whereas there are no facilities 
availa'ble to the growers fqr drying such 
padi; 

And whereas rice millers aTe offer· 
ing for such padi prices far below ti\~ 
minimum fixe\:! price; 
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Be it resolved.: That this Council re­
commends .to Government that urgent 
consideration be given to the purchase of 
such padi by Government at an economic 
price t,, the growers.'' 

That ls the motion which I would 
like to move. 

· Mr. Speaker: I have allowed the 
hon . Memuer to read the motion and 
I have already informed hon. Members 
that I hav·e seen it. I hope the hon. 
Member, Mr. Lee will speak to the 
Member in charge of such a matter, as 
perhaps action has been taken along 
those lines, though not necessarily as 
regards the· purchase of padi. I will ask 
the hon. Member to do that in the in­
terval and when the proper t ime arrives 
J propose to allow the motion being made 
for the suspension of the Standing 
Orders; so I am not going to refuse 
him. In the interval also, let Members 
know what it -is all about, i f !·ou can. 

The Attorney General: While 1 
appreciate that, Sir, I think hon. Mem­
bers will agree that the motion itself 
or the terms of the motion may have 
implications as far as general principles 
and policy are concerned. I think it is 
fair to say we should have the proposed 
motion before us so as to have an op­
portunity even to study it. Apart from 
the question of consideration being 
g-iven to it by all Member,;. T think th.e 
Member 'in charge of th ifl particular 
subject ma)· care-

1\fr. Soeaker: I hope we will be able 
t.o meet to!Tiorrow. There is very little 
business today. I will consider the mat­
t er. ;rnd I shall have some copies of the 
111otion made. 

Mr. J,.-,e : 
mission, Sir. 

I am asking your per-

:\,fr. Speaker: Althoug-h I propose 
to give it J do not think I should do so 

unless ~~1eml.Jers are fully info-rmed about 
it. In the meanwhile let copie5. be 
made of your motion and have it cir, 
culated to Memibers. 

Mr. :Lee: Is the Council sitting 
tomorrow? 

Mr. Speal~er: I cannot tell you; I 
have inquired but I do no_t know my­
self. Let's get on with the business on 
the Order P.aper. 

Mr. Lee: What I am concerned 
about is this-< 

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is 
not in order. I have already told him 
what I propose to do. When the text 
of his motion has been seen by hon. 
Members arn;l they are ready and willing 
to discuss it today I shall endeavour to 
meet their wishes. Please let us get 
on with the business on the Order Paper. 

NEW AMSTERDAM _TOWN COUNCIL 
( AMENDMENT) BILL . 

Council resolved itself into Com­
mittee to consider clause by clause the 
Bill intituled: 

"An Ordinance to amend the New 
Amsterdam Town Council Ordinance, 
19419." 

Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to after the 
correction of a misprint in clause 2. 

Clause 3. -Amendment of section 
90 of the Principal Ordinance. 

·, Mr. Lu.ckhoo: There seems to be 
some ambiguity about subclause (b) 
which says: 

"(b) by the substitution of a full-stop 
for the semi-colon after the word "Mayor'' 
in sub-section (1) , . . " 

In s.ubsection '(1) of section 90 of 
the Principal Ordinance the word 
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(Mr. Luckhoo] 

"Mayor" occurs in the third and ninth 
Jines. It seems to me that i t is the 
word "Mayor" in the ninth line which 
should be subject to amendment in order 
-to identify which Mayor we are refer­
ring to. In section, 90 ( 1) there is a 
semi-colon after the word "Mayor" in 
the third and ninth lines. 

ately. The object of the subclause is to 
delete the words following the word 
"Mayor." 

Clause 3, as amended, agreed to. 

Clauses 4 to 11 passed as printed. 

Title and enacting clause agreed to. 

Council resumed. 
Mr. Speaker: Would you miml 

reading the section in t.he Principal Mr. Farnum: I move that the Biil 
Ordinance·? be now read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Luckhoo: Section 90 (. l ,! 

reads : 
"!llJ (1) The Council may appoint any 

councillor le be •he Deputy Mayor to 
hold office during the term of office oi 
,the Mayor; and in the absenc-~ or ill.nes:. 
of the Mayor, such Deputy n1Iayor shail 
be deemed to have c>uthority to exercise 
al1 the powers .ind discharge all the duties 
vested in and imposed upon tee Mayor 
under and by vir tue of .this Orcli.nance and 
nny ot!,er law; and aU things done, ex­
ercised, or suffered l:iy the Deputy Mayor 
as aforesaid shall •be as valid and effectual 
in all Tcspects as if they had been don<?. 
exercis~d, or suffered by the Mayor; bu1 
such Deputy Mayor shall not, unless he 
is a Judice of the Pec.ce, ac.t as a Justice 
or in any judicJal capacity." 

Clause 3 (b) of this Bill seeks to 
substitute a full-stop for the semi-colon 
after t1:e word "Mayor" in subsection 
( 1 ) of section 90 of the Principal Or­
dinance, but the word "Mayol'" with a 
semi-colon appears more than once in 
that s ubsection. 

The Attorney General: Perhaps 
the ambiguit.v might be obviated by 
amending subclause (b) to read: 

"(b) by the substitution of a full­
s.top for 1he serni·colc;n after the worci.~ 
''suffered by ihe M.iyor" 

'l'hat would identify this particular 
M:+YPr of New Am§terd~m moi·e ace1,p;. 

Mr. Gajraj seconded. 

Qu€stion put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a third time and passed. 

.M.UN'tGiPAI. COUNCILS ( POSTPONEMENT 

OF ELECTIONS) B ILL 

Mr. Farnum : (Member for Local 
GoVPrnment, Social Welfare and Co­
operative Development): I beg to move 
the si,.::oncl reading of the Bill inti tu led : 

"An Ordinance to provide for the 
pcstponem-=:nt of elections to ~he Town 
Council;; of Georgetown and New Amster­
d::.m and for purposes connecte<l there­
with." 

As the title indicates, the object of 
ti1is Dill is to make provision for the 
11ostµonement of the election of mem­
bers of the Georgetown Town Council 
and the New Amsterdam Town Council 
ciue to be held in 1954, pending an in­
quiry into the Local Government system 
of the Colon.y with a view to its reform. 
Provis'ion is made in Parts II and Ill 
of the Bill for the postponement of elec­
tions to the Georgetown Town Council 
and the New Amsterdam Town Council 
respectively. 

Clause 2 of the Bill seeks to em­
power the Governor to declare by Pro­
clamation a t any time that Parts II and 
III of the Bill, or either of them, shall 
ce~se t9 1:)e in op,erat\9.n I a,n,q to prov!cl@ 
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thereupon for the holding of elect ions 
to the appropriate. Council or Councils, 
subject to such variations from the 
~xisting statutory provisi-0ns as may be 
specified by the Governor. 

Clause 5 (a ) seeks to .provide ·.;hat 
no general election or by-election of 
Couucillors of the Georgetown Town 
Council shall be heid during the con­
tinuance in operation of Par t II of .:he 
Ordinance. 

Clause 5 (b) seeks to provide t hat 
the persons who are elected Councillors 
of t he Georgetown Town Council at the 
commencement of the Ordinance shall 
continue in office; but provides that 
t he seat of a ny such Councillor may at 
any time beeome vacant in accordance 
with the provisions of the Georgetown 
Town Council Ord'inance. 

Clause 5 ( c ) seeks to provide ·~hat 
where the seat of any such Councillor 
becomes vacant such vacancy may be 
filled by a new member nominated by 
the Governor. · 

Clause 5 (d) seeks to provide that 
-!!O person shall be requir,ed to do any 
act in · connection with t he registration 
of voters or the holding of elections 
under the Georgetown Town Council 
OrdinaRce. 

Clause G seeks to provide that the 
Governor in Council may from time to 
time nominate not more than three per­
Eons to serve on the Georgetown Town 
Council for periods of one year com­
mencing on the 1st of Jannary of each 
year. 

Clause 7 seeks to provide that 
nothing in t he Bill shall prevent or in­
terfere with the election of the Mayor 
or Deputy Mayor in accordance w'iti.1 
the pruvis ions of t he Georgetown Town 
Council Ordinance; but seeks to provide 

also that where no person is elected as 
Mayor nt t he meeting held f-0r -the pur­
pose the Mayor shall be nominated by 
1 he Governor from among the Council­
lors. 

Clauses 9, 10 and 11 seek to make 
prov;s ion w ith r f:spect to t he New A:m~ 
;;terdam Town Council similar to the 
provisiuns contained in claus-es 5, 6 and 
7 with respect to the Georgetown Town 
CounciL 

Mr. Speaker: Do you not propose 
to ask for an amendment of any of the 
clauses'? 

Mr. F arnum: No, Si1·. 

The Attorney General : If I may 
be permitted at this stage, I desire to 
say I propose to suggest an amendment 
to clause 1. That is t he only on e. It will 
be moved in the Committee stage. It is 
for t he purpose of providing against 
any aet of omission or commission in 
the period during which arrangements 
m2.y have been ma'C'le for the purpose 
of election. 

Mr. Gajra j : I think it is well 
known that under the Georgetown Town 
CouncH Ordinance, Chapter 86, and also 
Ordinance No. 25 of 1949 which refers 
to t he New Amsterdam Town Council, 
t here is provision for general elections 
to be held for the elected seats on both 
CouncJ!s once every two years. In t he 
case of the Georgetown Town Council 
that statutory period given under the 
Ordinance is at t he end of 1954, and 
by virtue of an extension of the life 
of the New Amsterdam Town Council 
Ordinance t he election should also be 
held for t he New Amsterdam Town 
Council in December of this year. The 
Bill that has been put before this Coun­
cil, as the hon. Member has explained, 
:,.eeks to provide for a postponement of 
the elections to both of these bodies. 
'The grounds for seeking permission to 
postponr these elections are based upon 

1 

l 
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[Mr. Gajraj] 
the necessity for a review of Local Gov­
ernment institutions in Bridsh Uuiana. 
That necessity has been underlined iri 
the Report of the Constitutional Com­
mission, which was laid on the Table 
of this Council some time ago, wherein 
a recommendation was made that some­
one of 0utstanding knowledge in respect 
of Local Government should come to 
British Guiana and study and investi­
gate the aituation here and make recom­
mendations for a possible overhaul of 
our Local Government machinery in all 
its aspects, so as to identify the people 
of ·both the urban and rnral areas of 
the Colony with the administration of 
Local Government institutions, perhaps, 
in a better or closer manner than was 
hitherto possible under the Ordinances 
in existen:::e. 

I speak in support of this motion 
on.ly because I feel ther e is need for a. 
proper investigation and for a general 
r eview of the powers of Local Govern­
ment institutions. If there were any 
other 1·easons I would not be so willing 
t o support a postponement of the elec­
tions to these Local Government bodies. 
As I said, I am very much satisfied that 
there is need for such a review. In 
t he case of the Georgetown Town Coun­
cil, for example, we have been consider­
ing di.iring the course of this year the 
need for having a larger number of 
elected councillors and the need for al­
tering the boundaries of the size of 
the Wards, to brin-g in new areas which 
we all know and call these days "The 
Greater Georgetown" ar·ea. · Besi<leR 
these points there is the question of the 
Franchise qualification. That is some­
thing which has also come up for re­
view. There is another point which a 
former Town Councillor in the person 
of 'Mr. A. A. Thorne for very many 
years fought insistently to obtain-the 
introduction of the system of Aldermen 
in the Local Government body of 
Georgetown. 

These are points which, I th ink, 
need investigation, need someone of out­
standing knowledge and abili ty to come 
here and make recommendations to us. 
As I said eal'lier, it is because I realize 
that this would g ive us an opportunity 
for correcting whatever faults there are 
in our Ordinances and for giving the 
people of the Colony an opportunity for 
jdentifying themselves even closer with 
the affairs of thei1· respective Local 
Government bodies, that I am pr~pared 
to support the measure wh'ich is before 
this Council. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Brn read a second t ime. 

COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE 

The Council resolved itself into 
Committee to consider the Hill clause 
by clause. 

The Chairman: I am going throngh 
the clauses very slowly, as we are deal­
ing with two Ordinances in this Bill. 

Clause 1-Sliort T'itle. 

The Attorney General: I would like 
to make an amendment to this clause. 
It is very short. It is the substitution 
of the following for the printed clause-

"This Ordil.1&nce may be cited as the 
M1m1cipal Councils (Po;:t-ponement of 
Elections) Ordinance, 1954, a11d shall be 
deemed to have corr:e into operation on 
the 1st day of October, 1954." 

·r.n other ,,·ords, the words "and 
shall be deemed to have come into 
operation on the 1st day of October , 
1054" are added to the clause for the 
purpose of covering any .possible 
omission or act of commis-sion which 
may have occurred with reSipect t o the 
existing conditions and provisions · of 
the Georgetown Town Council Ordin-
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ance, Chapter 8G, and the Ordinances 
under which the New Amsterdam Town 
Council operates. From enquiries made, 
the 1st of October :would cover any 
possible circumstances in connection 
with either failure to take action re­
quired by la,w or any action taken 
which should not be taken. I move that 
the proposed clause be substituted for 
clause 1. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Clause as amended passed. 

·clause 7-Election of Ma(JJor and 
Deputy Mayor. 

Mr. Raatgever: As regards the 
second part of this clause, I think, 
there is a provision in. the present 
Geor,getown Town Council Ordinance to 
the effect that in the event of a tie for 
the office of Mayor the matter is to be 
sent to the ratepayers to ibe resolved. I 
see ther-e is nothing suggested here -.o 
allow t hat. T,his clause says : 

"Pro,vided tha,t where no person is 
elected as Mayor a.t: the meeting held for 
such purpOiSe the prc;visions of sub-&ec­
tions (9), (10), (Lli), (12), (13) and (14) 
of section eighty of the Principal 0Tdin­
ance shall not apply and ;the Mayor shali 
be nc!l'inated by the Governor from 
among the councillors, and ~hall hold 
office as such in the same manner as if 
he had been elected undE!'r the provisions 
of the Principal Ordinance." 

Mr. Farnum: There will be no 
election by the ratepayers. 

The Chairman: Allow t h e hon. Mem­
ber to finish his remarks. 

Mr. Raatgever: I do not think lt 
is right that in the event of a tie the 
Governor can nominate any other Coun­
cillor than from those nominated by t he 
Council who tied for the office of 
Mayor. I do not think it is democratic. 
If two <persons are nominated for (be-

office of Mayor and the matter cannot 
be resolved by the Council, at the present 
time the matter is taken to the rate­
payers to decide. What is proposed here 
is that His ExceUency can nominate any 
Councillor for the office. I do not think 
it is right. The nomination should be 
made from the two persons who tied. 
T,hat would bring the precedure in -con­
formity with the ,provision of the Or­
dinance as it is at present, as His Ex­
cellency would then be acti-ng in the 
capacity of the ratepayers of George­
town. 

The Attorney General: I ,do not 
quite agree with the last hon. Member 
that this provision is not democratic. 
It is as democ.ratic as this Council is. 
I think, Sir, that on reflection the hon. 
Member and all hon. Memlbers would 
appreciate the necessity :for putting thig 
particular clause in. this particular 
form. It does not mean that the 
Governor in the exercise of ·his dis­
cretion or the exercise of the .power 
which is being given him under this 
provision would be most likely to go 
outside of the two persons nominated 
by the Council. · 

But nobody sitt ing around this 
ta-ble can envisage all the ipossible 
eventualities that can arise :in a Town 
Council election. I am sure hon. Mem­
bers will agree with me that the 
Governor himself should be permitted a 
discretion without any limitation. As I , 
say, it does not mean that it would be 
going outside the two persons who t ied. 
I think in making a provision of this 
nature that the exercise of that dis• 
cretion should be left entirely with the 
Governor. 

Mr. Correia : I have listened t o the 
Attorney General, and I do not agree 
with him. The possilbility still exist s 
that the Governor can decide on a 
Councillor outside the two or three tha.: 

L 



i3oi Municipal Councils 2ND DECEMBER, 1954 (Pu.;!' 1,zeut of Elec. ) Bill 1308 

[Mr. Correia] 
might be proposed for the office of 
:Mayor, and I would like to suggest a 
slight amendment. In the fifth line of the 
sub-paragraph of Clause 7, I propose 
that the word "those" should be substi­
tuted - for the word "the'' coming 
after the word "amo11g"; and afte,1· the 
wcl'd "Councillors" I would like inserted 
the following words "who were pro­
posed and seconded as candi.dates." 

The Attorney General: Even if 
t hey did not get a vote? 

Mr. Correia: This will provide in 
case;:; where there is a tie that the 
Governor can only select from among 
those ,Councillors. 

Mr. Gajraj: The weakness of that 
suggestion is seen when one realises 
this: the Geor getown Town Council 
has 12 ,Councillors. -Suppose three per­
sons are nominated and seconded, and 
each of two of them gets five votes, 
and t he other person get s two votes. It 
would be for His Excellency to choose 
from amongst all three, and with that 
power he can choose the person who re• 
ceived two vot es. But as t he Attorney 
General has said, this has been proposed 
in a wide manner out of abundance of 
caution, because we know ourselves the 
position of our Council. ·we do realise 
it is being clone with t he best of ·inten­
tionR, and we will limit it and make it 
as serious as if he went to the polls. 

Mr. Raatgever: I was going to 
move an amendment later, after hon. 
Member s h ad had a chance of express­
ing their views. My amendment would 
be something like this : ' 'iprovided how­
ever, in the event of a failure to eler.t 
being due t o a tie, such nominations 
shall be limited to the Councillors who 
tie". I agree with the hon. Member, 
Mr. Gajraj . Democratically speaking-, 
if two persons tied, it is from tho::;e 

two that one shouid be chosen. If the 
Councillors felt that one of those two 
should be Mayor, then that should be 
carried out: 

Mr. Correia : 
my amendment 
Raatgever's. 

1 beg to withdraw 
in favour of Mr. 

The Attorney General: The point 
l wish tu make is this, that we are giv­
ing t he Governor ihis discretion be­
causti of the special ci rcumstances. 
Tll is is a special Bill in particular cir­
cmnstances. ·where a Member of t he 
'I'own Council for any reason vacates 
his seat, although he is an elec"t;ed mem· 
her, t he Governor is now being em­
powered to appoint somebody in his 
place and in his stead. 

We are having the Council itself 
voting on two members of the Council. 
The Bill seeks to g ive the Governor the 
right to decide from either ibetween 
those two or any other member of th e 
Council. If it is t hought undesirable t hat 
a person who is not elected should be 
Mayor, then t he Governor will have the 
right to put up an elected 'member. I 
do not see anything wrong with that, 
but I am not suggesting t hat the Gov­
ernor himself would possibly go outside 
of the two. One cannot envisage all 
sorts of possibilities and eventualit ies 
whirlh might arise. The hon. Member 
is sayinig, ··We have a tie. The Gov­
ernor l'esolves it hy spinning a coin-­
Headic1 'A', Tails 'B'. That is what it 
amounts to-or what somebody has 
said. I clo not t hink it is desirable in 
legislation that we should deal with a 
matter in this form as suggested. 

1 appreciate t he point the hon. 
Member , lV'Ir. Raatgever has made, but 
I would suggest to hon. Members t hat 
in these times one has to consider t he 
position and give the widest possible 
discretion to the Governor in order t hat 
he might exercise that discreti.on in 
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tlie best possible way in the interest of 
the Colony and the Munipipality as a 
wnole. 

M1·. Raatgev,er: I appreciate ail 
the hon. Member the Attorney General 
has said, but I know the special circum­
stances and the reason why this i& 
brought forward - so as not to have 
elections at this t ime. 

The Attorney General: I do not 
t hink the hon. Member is entitled to 
~ay that, because the Governor in his 
address made a statement that in view 
of the recommendations and suggestions 
put forward in the Robertson Commis­
sion's Report whereby some person of 
high status should be brought to the 
Colony to examine Local Government, 
it was desirable to postpone these elec­
tions. 

Mr. Raatgever: I do not see t he 
reason for it. I am moving an amend· 
ment, and if I am t he only person to 
vote for it, I will still do so. Would 
you like me to put it in writing? It 
reads . as follows: "Provid.ed however, 
ii, the event of such failure to elect 
being due to a. tie, such nomination shall 
be limited to the Courncillors who tied." 
I sincerely feel it is the correct thing 
to do, and I am doing it . . 

Sir Frank McDavid: (Member for 
Agriculture, Forests, Lands and 
Mines) : I do not want to enter 
this dispute, but I do feel hon Mem­
bers have been making use of this 
word "democratic" too freely. Now, "the 
Bill as it stands proposes a suspension 
of a democratic process-the object of 
it is to prevent the electors of George­
town from electing Councillors t o the 
Municipal body for the reaso1'1s given, 
and we have accepted them. We have 
swallowed the 'camel' but are strainin.g 
at a. 'gnat' in that we are trying to 
prevent the Governor under these cir­
cumstances, from · exer cising a proper 
discretion. I . feel Members know fnll 

well what stands behind all this. They 
know how completely desirable it is t hat 
where discretion is granted the Gover­
nor, he should not be limited. by law in 
doing hi;; best in the general public in­
ttirest. I myself feel there is little in 
the thought we are being undemocratic 
in not tying the Governor's hands to 
the nomination as Mayor of one of the 
two persons who may have tied. I do 
advise .my colleagues to agree in these 
circumstances that it is r ight and pro­
per that the Gov:ernor should have · un­
fettered discretion, knowing that in 
normal circumstaJ1ces he would select 
one of t he two; but there may be pecu­
liar cilcumstances which would make it 
desirable that he should go outside of 
those t wo- for t he good of the people. · 

Mr. Speaker: In Clause 7 it says 
the "Governor." We do not know if it 
:means "Governor in Council." Other 
opir,ion about it may say it does not 
mean "Governor in Council," ·but, it 
means the "Governor" only. 

Mr. Lu'ckhoo: Except in Clause 
6 where it says "Governor in Council.'' 

The Chairman: I think I am the 
only person who tied with anothff 
Councillor in nomination being made 
for the election of a Mayor for l!.i20 
w:hen I was elected by the ratepayers, 
In my case Mr. Nascimento- tied with 
me and I was elected. The only case of 
its kind. 

Mr. Co11reia : In this case I take it 
that it means the "Governor in Coun• 
cil." 

The Chairman: I do not know what 
it means. Let us s ettle this matter be• 
fore I put the motion. 

The Attorney General: The law is 
giving it to the Governor, and if the 
law gives it to the ,Governor, it all de• 
pend,s upon the irtte1,pretation put upon 
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the Instruments and Orders in Council 
m:ider v.rh>i:ch the present Constitution 
is operating. In the suspended Con­
stitution t}:iere were certain limitations 
with regard to the Governor. Unless 
it was ,said, "the Governor in his 
discretion,'.' then it was taken to mean 
"the Governor in consultation with 
Members of the Executive Council". 
That is a large difference. 

The Chairman: 
Member's opinion? 
him: 

What is the hon. 
I am only asking 

Do.es the hon. Member, M.r. Luck­
hoo, accept the Bill as it is? 

Mi;. Luckhoo: .Sir, at first blush 1 
was rather inclined to believe it should 
be· limited to those peo,ple who tied, but 
after hearing the eX'planation offered by 
the hoi1. the Attorney General that it 
i.s more than likely that the persons who 
tied would be the ones that will receive 
prior consideration, and! that this is 
only provided for. ca~es which might 
be very uri·usual, I am quite pre-pared, 
speaking for myself, to accept it as it 
is. 

The Chairmfl.n: What about tl1e 
word "Governor": does it mean the 
Governor alone? 

Mr. Luckhoo: · It seems to me, Sir, 
it does mean the Governor alone. 

The Chairman: I think it ought to 
be made quite clear. 

Mr. Luckhoo: There is nothing to 
preclude . the Governor from asking 
advice, but as it is, it is in contrast to 
Clause 6, which speaks of the Governor 
in Council for nominations . 

. The Chairman: Is the debat~_on 
that finished? 

This question arises: t he Rules in 
practice in this Counci]. I would like 
to draw your attention to the wording 
in these rules supposed- · 

The Attorney General: Not "sup 
posed" , Sir. They are Rules. 

The Chairman: I have made a 
statement quite definitely about it. 

The Attorney General: I know you 
have. You were quite wrong, and I do 
not agree with you. You did so while 
I was on vacat ion. I read it in the 
debates. It was quite wrong. 

The Chairman: The point is, that 
was my ruling. I am going to continue 
to use the Rules. There is a Clause 
dealing with amendments to Bills and 
there is also a Clause dealing with 
amendments to Motions. The question 
of an amendment does not arise. This 
is a Bill, and it is in the same form as 
any other Bill. If Member,s will allow 
me to read, I will show what di:fficulty 
the Chair is sometimes faced with. 
"Wbere a Bill is under consideration 
in Committee." 

Sir Frank McDavid: May I ask 
what Clause you are reading from? 

The Chairman: Thirty.eight. 

"When a Bill is under consideration 
in Commi;ttee, the Chairman shall call . 
several clauses in order, by reading the 
number of each clause. If it is proposed 
to move any amendment in a clause 
when called, he shall put them in their 
propu· order." 

What is meant by t'he words, "If 
it is proposed to move any amend­
ments"? It does not say "when an 
amendment ha.s ibeen moved". And 
again, what is meant by the words "if 
the clause is not amended, he shall put 
the · qu-estion". Ho-w can this be done? 
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"If the clau..;;e is not amended he shall 
put the question 'That t'nis clause stand 
part of the Bill'. If the clause is amend­
ed, he shaU put the ques,tion 'That th.is 
clause as amended stand part of the Bill'.'' 

I am goh1•g to recognize the 
original amendment, and I consider the 
bes,t thing to do is to put the question 
"That this Clause as amended stand 
part of the Bill". It is just the same. 
If Mr·. Correia had not withdrawn fi;., 
amendment, in :,pite of the Attorney 
General's remarks. 

The Attorney General: I do not 
think your statement was quite correct. 
To make a public announcement in this 
Council is undesiralble. 

The Chairman: I _am not ashamed 
of having done it. _I have made it quite 
clear and I ·have submitted a Minute to 
that effect-these are the Rul-es, but 
giving effect to these Rules is not like 
giving effect to a p:iece of legislation, 
because it :pm~ports to amend and it 
cannot be done. That question does mot 
arise here. What I- am ,going to do is 
to .put th-e Clause as amended. 

Sir Frank McDavid: I entirely 
bow to your ruling, Sir. Nevertheless, 
as I understand it, you propose to ,put 
the clause as amended, but it has not 
been ,a.mended. An,,amendment has been 
moved which has not been ,put. 

The Chairman: I said that if there 
were two amendments I would not have 
known what to do. There 'being one 
amendment, if it is carried, I shall put 
it fo this form: "'Dhat the clause as 
!I.mended stand part of the Bill". 

Sir Frank McDavid: Do I under­
stand that you will put the .amendment 
first? 

The Chairman: I should like, tc 
think I should. I shall put the amend­
ment in that way. If it is not carried I 

will then say: "Those in favour of the 
clause as printed will say "Aye·'. 

Sir Frank M<iDavid: If you would 
then put it "That the Clause as ,printed 
stand part of the Bill" that would be 
all rigiht. 

The Chairman: If the clause is 
amended I do not know how to put it. 
What ,purports to be the Standing Order 
says : 

",,,,. : ... ,Jf it is proposed ,to move any 
amendments on a clause when called, he .. 
shall put them in their proper order." 

There has been only one amena­
ment. The Standing Order goes on to 
say: 

"If the clause is · no.t amended he 
shall put the que;rtion, 'That ;this clause 
stand part of ;the iBill.' If the clause is 
amended, he shall put the question 'That 
,this clause as amended stand part of the 
Bill'.'' . 

I do not. know what it means. 

Sir Frank McDavicr: Following the 
House of Commons practice I take it 
that if the1,e are a series of amend­
ments you would put them in their 
reverse order. 

The Chairman: That is deali~g 
with a Bill. 

Sir Frank McDavid: This is a 
Bill. · The normal procedure is to put 
the amendments first, and i.f they are 
thrown out you put the clause ai 
printed .. 

The Chairman: That is what I pro­
pose to do, and to put them in their 
proper order and everybody will then 
understand what they are voting for. 
Does any other Member wish to speak 
on the amendment? 

Mr. Far,num: It is quite clear, 
Sir, but I would like to make a note 
of it. 

'-: 
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The Chairman: The amendment is 
that at the end of clause 7 there be 
added a second proviso which reads: 

1'Provi<led however in the event of 
such fiailure to elect ,being due to a.- tie, 
such nomina.tioJl shall be limited to the 
councillors who ,tied." 

Mr. Raatgever: I said I would 
i'~ave it to the Law Officers to put the 
9:.~endment in proper legal form. 

The Chairman: I will put it as it is. 
I will n_ow put the question "That the 
clause as amended be adopted." 

I declare the "ayes" have it. 
_ Mr. Raatgever:.,I ask for a division 

Sir. 
The Committee divided and voted: 

For Agai'inst 

Mr. Correia. Mr. Sugrim Singh. 
Mr. Lee. Lt. Col. Haywood. 
Mr. Raatgever-3. Dr. Fraser. 

Miss Collins. 
Mr, R.ihaman. 
Rev. Bobb. 
Mr. Garter. 
Mr. Luckhoo. 
Mr. Phang. 
Mr. Lord·. 
Mr. Tello. 
Mr. Gajraj. 
Mr. Farnum. 
Mr. Kendall. 
Mr. Cummitr1gs. 
Sir Frank McDavicl 
The F_inancial 

Secretary. 
The Attorney Gen­

eral. 
The Chi,ef Secretary 

.._19. 

The Chairman: T-he division result 
shows that then~ voted for the amend­
ment 3 and agairtst 19. 'l'he amend­
ment is not carried. I will now put 
the question "That the clause as ptinted 
stand part of tihe Bill." 

Clanse 7, as printed, carried. 

Clauses 8 t o U passed as printed. 

Title and enacting clause agreed 
to. ' 

Council resqmed. 

Mr. Farnum: .I move that the Bill 
be now read a third time and passed. 

Mr. KendaU seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Brn read a third time and passed. 

BRITISH GUIANA SANATAN DHARMA 

MAHA SABHA (INCORPORATION OF 

TRUSTEES) BILL 

The Inst item on the O1'der Paper 
was the second readirtg of the private 
Bill inti tu led: 

"An Ol'dii1ance ti) incorporate certain 
persons as Trustees of the -body known 
as the British Guiana Sanatan Dharma 
Maha Sabha; to vest in such persons cer­
tain property; and for purposes connected 
with the mait!ters aforesaid.'' 

Mr. Sugrim Singh: I wish to ask 
that the second rea.dh1g of this Bill be 
po~,tponed for a fortnig.ht. 

Mr. SJ>•eaker: That will be done. 
The only other business remaining is 
Mr. Lee's proposed motion. 

MOTION BY MR. LEE RECOMMENDING 

nrn Fl!RCHASE OF DAMAGED PADI 
BY GOVERNMENT 

Mr. Lee: I beg to move the sus• 
pension of the Standing Orde1·s to en­
able me to proceed with the motion of 
which I gave notice earlier this a.fter­
noort. I may mention that I have His 
Ex~ellency's ,permission t o move the 
sus-pension of the Standing ,Orders. 
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Mr. Speaker: I am in 
hands regarding this matter. 
wish of Members that the 
Orders b_e suspended? 

Members' 
Is it the 
Standing 

Mr. Raatgever: I will second the 
motion for the suspension of the Stand­
ing Orders. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Standing Orders suspended. 

Mr. Lee: I beg to move: 
"Whereas on account o( the abnormal 

and heavy rainfall there aa·e large quanti­
ties of wet p,adi in the islands of Wake· 
naam and Leguan; 

And whereas there are no facilitie,s 
available to the g..-owers for drying such 
padi; 

And whereas rice millers, are offering 
for such padi prices far below the min­
imum fixed price: 

Be i,t resolved: 
Thait this Council recommends to 

Government that urgent consideration 
be given to the purchase of such padi 
by Governm.ent at an economic price to 
the growers.'' 

I shall 1be very brief, hut I would 
like to look back into the history of the 
rice industry- to the t ime when there 
was no single-selling organisation and 
rice growers had to incur the expens,'! 
of bringing their rice to Georgetown 
and selling it at $2 and $2.50 per bag. 
Their .position was pitiable then, and 
Government saw fit to protect the pro­
ducers •by estaiblishing a single-selling 
organisation in the Rice Marketing 
Board. I am now a,sking Government to 
recommend to that single-selling organ­
isation some sympathetic gesture to­
wards t he rice growers in Wakenaam and 
Leguan in their present pligiht. I visiterl 
Leguan and Wakenaam last week and 
found that although the great ma.iorit:v 
of the rice growers had reaped their padi 

and had it .bag.ged, two or three tiers of 
the staioked ~adi were soaked by water 
as a result of the heavy rainfall. There 
was no mea.ns of drying the padi a,nd 
when it was taken to the mill all the 
grower,s were offered was $2 or $3 per 
Lag. I a:m aski'llg this Council to recom­
mend to Governfoent that some help· be 
g iven to those rice growers in the pres­
ent crisis. I would like to read to this 
Council the power;; under which the.Rice 
Mar,keting Board can assist the rice 
growers in their difficulties. Under 
"General Powers and Duties of the 
Board" the Rice Marketing Ordinance; 
No. 5 of 194,6, section 10 says: 

"10. Subject to the pro-visions of the 
Ordinance, it s,hall be the duty · of the 
Board to exercise general supervision over 
the disposal. of padi produced· in the Col­
ony and to control-the manufac,ture,. pure 
chase, ::;ale, distribution and export of all 
rice manufactured in the Colony,. and . for 
such purposes the Board may en.t,eJ· into 
any agreement and make such financial 
arrangements as the Board may deein 
necessary. 

Then section 11 (1) says: 
"11 (1) The Board may purchase any 

pacii, and may sell such padi in ;\;he Col­
ony, arrange to have it manufactured inrto 
rice by a manufacturer, or e~port iit. for 
sale." 

Those are the relevant sections 
which give the Ri:ce Marketing Board 
power for the <lisposal of padi and to 
purchase this damaged padi if it is so 
disposed. The Board has a rice mil1 at 
Anna Regina ,vhich, as far · as I un&er­
stand, is equipped with drying 
machinery. 

Mr. Raatgever: '1.'he Rice l\farket,. 
ing Boa.rd has no rice miII in ariy part 
of British Guiana. · · · 

Mr. Lee: I agree. The Board ha's 
the power to purchase padi and to exel'­
cise eontrol over ilh-is damaged padi. 
'fhe Ric,e Development Co., which·· is 
partly con·troJle<l by iGovernm~nt1 and 

) 
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whose Chairman is the Member for 
Agriculture (Sir Frank McDavid), also 
has an opportunity to show its intere~t 
in the rice growers. As the rice millers 
have offered prices far below the 
minimum fixed price for padi, the 
Rice Marketing B-oard and the Rice 
Development Co., between them could 
purchase the damaged padi and have it 
dried at the Company's mill. · 

Mr. Gajraj: I do not wish it to 
be thought that I am u•nsympathetic to 
the general idea of the hon. Member's 
motion, but..I would ask the hon. Mem­
ber to speak to his motion whi'.!h 
recommends that Government ,be as·kerl 
to purchase the q:>adi. I have not heard 
tihe hon. Member make the point that 
Government, as a Government, should 
buy the padi. 

Mr. Lee: I wil:l not be deferred by 
these unnecessary interruiptions. If the 
hon. Memlber would wait a little he 
would see the point. I am going into :i. 

little history to show the confidence of 
'the rice g rowers in the Government. 
Should not the Government get those 
two 01'.iranisations together to see what 
could be done to hel,p bhese unfortll'nate 
rice growers? It is the duty of the 
Government to look into this matter 
and help the g1·owers. 

Mr. Speaker: Would the hon, 
Member like the Council to unclerstancl 
what he means by that-that the Rice 
-MarkE:ting Board should purchase th/J 
padi? 

Mr. Lee:- I ·am saying that if the 
Government, having known the history 
of the rice industry, can take such 
interest in it as to constitute the Rice 
Mar.keting Boar<l. the Governor can 
direct the Rice Ma.rketing Bo~rd to 
purchase the farmers' padi l}nder the 
1,Jowers given the Bo[lrd by the Ordi­
nance. 

Sir Frank l\'IcDavid: l am sorry 
to interrupt the hon. Member. I want 
to ask him to stick to the point. The 
Governor has not the power to direct 
the Rice Marketing Board. The Gov­
ernor cannot direct the Rice Marketing 
Board to purchase padi. 

Mr. Speal,er: Would the hon. 
Member alter his motion to read "the 
Rice Marketing Board" instead of "the 
Government"? 

Mr. Lee: Thank you, Mr. Speakcl'. 
I will certainly ask for that amendment. 

Mr. Raatgever: The Rice Corpor a­
tion buy padi and have it milled in 
Essequi,bo, but t he Rice Marketing 
Board has no mill to mill padi. Wihil(~ 
I Hy:npathize "ith the motion, I would 
li.ke to tell the hon. Member that what 
his motion seeks will have to be applied 
:ill over the Colony and not only to 
the Island~ of Leguan and Wakenaam, 
as the same thin~ is happening thel'e. 

Mr. Lee: The public would see 
that the members of the Rice Market~ 
ing Board do not want to help them. 

Mr. Raatgever: I did not say so. 

Mr. Lee: If ther do want to help 
them, I re.peat, they have the po...,~er 
under which they can do so. The Board 
can purchase padi. I am saying that 
the Gover.nment should take notice of 
the situation and recommend to the 
Rice Marketin,g Board that ,con&ider­
ation be given to the purchase of padi 
at the minimum price so as to help thH 
grawers. I da not know t he situation 
of the rice growers ~II over t):Ie Col­
ony, as I have not beerr recently on the 
East Coast Demerara and on thP 
Corentyne Coast, but I do know of the 
situation in the Islands of Leguan a'!ld 
Wakenaa.m. Between the Rice Market­
ing Board and the Rice Corporation 
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they !have at their disposal the 
mac,hinery •with which something can 
be done to help these poor people. The:, 
need not even pm,chase the people's 
padi; they can take the padi at their 
mil'l and dry it. The peop1e would be 
satisfied if even that is done. I know 
the people well, and they would appreci.­
ate that the Rice Corporation is there 
for t heir benefit. They would be able 
to say "When we were in great need 
the Corporation came to our assistance: 
when we were.in want the Board gave 
us the minimum ,price for our wet 
padi." They would be able to say "We 
ha.ve two Government institution s 
which would he1p the rice industry at 
all times". 

I do not want to say t hat I am an 
eX!pert in the drafting of motions. The 
motion I have put 1before this Council 
is that this Council recommends to 
Government that the Rice Marketing 
Board or the Rice Corporation should 
do something to help the rice growers. 
The on1y way that can be done is !,:;) 

t rans·port the growers' padi to where 
there are dryers, instead of allowing 
the people's padi to be ruined like that. 
The millers in Leguan and Wakenaam 
are taking advantage of the people 
because their ,padi is wet. They a!"C 
paying them $2.50 to $3.00 per bag for 
their padi. The Board is there to pro­
tect the growers at all times, and I 
strongly recommend to this Council 
and those who advise the Government 
that Government see the Rice Market­
ing Board and the Rice Corporation in 
o.rder to find out what jointly they can 
do to assist the growers in their 
present s it uation. 

Sir Frank McDavid : May I ask 
\vhat the hon. Member means by "an 
economic price to the growers"? 

Mr. Lee: I need not say that il 

bag of padi is 143 lbs., and the minimnn; 
:Pri~e payable by the Rice Marketh1r: 

Board is $6.30, but the manufacturers 
are now paying the growers $2.00 t,o 
$3.00. What price should be paid the 
g rowH3 in the present circumstances is 
not what .I am to tell the Government 
or1 the Rice Marketing Board or the 
Rice Corporation. They are to find 
that out. 

Sir . Frank McDavid: I 'am jm;t 
asking the hon. Member t o explain what 
he means by that expression. 

Mr. Lee: I say, if the fixed mini­
mum price is $6.30, that is an economic 
price. If Government is going to assist 
the growers, the price paid for their 
padi should be . of benefit to them. The 
Rice Marketing Board and the Rice 
Corporation are parties interested in 
the rice industry and, therefore, they 
should protect the growers. It . is 
necessar y to protect these people be­
· cause the time may come when they are 
~;oh:g t o ask for an amendment of 
the Rice Corporation Ordinance, and 
they would then be free to express their 
opin'ion, and they might do so in terms 
w:hich both the Board and the Corpora­
tion would not like. 

' 

Mr. Sugrim Singh: I rise to seconJ 
the motion. The hon. Mover of the 
motion 'in his enthusiasm may not have, 
perhaps, put it in a logical perspective, 
but I think'I am safe in saying that this 
Council is sympat hP-tic with this motion 
not only with the 1•ice growers of Le­
guan and Wakenaam in r espect of whom 
the hon. Mover has spoken from per­
sonal knowledge b ut those of other areas 
similarly affected. No one is to be 
blamed for what has happened. There 
has been, as everyone knows, unusual 
and abnormal rainfall. I h ave passed 
t hrough t he area and h ave seen -the peo­
ple us.ing .boats in t r ying to save what 
little padi they have under water. I 
>n1ppor t thh, motion; and I would ;.i,sk-
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I am not going to call at the moment 
the name of any particular department 
-this Council to see what can be done 
immediately in t he situation. 

The mere fact that this motion 
f inds itself in th is part of the Order of 
the Day is commendable. A stitch in 
time saves nine. The situation is no­
body's fault. Abnormal rainfall has 
flooded several areas in t his Colony and 
not only t hose of Leguan and Wake­
naam. It is true that on such occasions 
t he mill-own-ers find very good grounds 
for hard bargaining, as the small -tice 
fai·m~rs are on the horns of a dilemma. 
If something can be done to save these 
farmers, it must be done immediatel?­
I speak with special reference to th<, 
hon. Member for Agriculture (SL: 
Frank McDavid) . I do not know if the 
hon. Mover has brought this matter· to 

his notice. I have always found him in 
cases of emergency to act promptly, 
There was another matte.r which '.a: 

brought to his notice and I am proLH · 
to say that the matter was handled ex 
peditiously and the s ituation remedied 
1 would like, if I may say so, to pass 
this matter on to the hon. Member fo1 
Agriculture, as I am confident tha1 
something can be done not only to save 
,the rice far-mers from ruin but, perhaps, 
.to . enable this Colony to meet its com­
mitments abroad. I am not at the 
moment in possession of the figures, 
but we have certain commitments abroad 
for our r ice and, I think, it is commor: 
knowledge that we have to toe the l i11e 
not only as r egards to quantity but 
quality as well. 

One .:tnows that on oc:::asions like 
these as t he result of the heavy rain­
fall the padi cannot give the same sam-
0p1~ iM normally._ l may- be e;,<a1,sgerat-

ing, but in these circumstances when 
all the places are flooded-I believe that 
I am digressing and I crave your in­
dulgence, Sir--the people with a few 
heads of cattle have to drive t hem on 
to the road, and I have seen hundreds 
of cattle taken to the pound at Sparen­
daam as a result. As many as 79 were 
taken there at one time during th11 
heavy rainfall when the water _was knee-• 
deep on the land. Several hon. l\iem­
bers of this Council have intervened in 
this matter and have gone to the Drain­
age Board in trying to assist t hese peo­
ple by getting the catching of strays 
and the impounding of them tempora­
rily stopped in the flooded areas where 
the pens and the pastures and the rice 
fieldR a re all flooded. 

I would like the Gove•rnment Of­
ficers charged with cer tain responsi­
bilities to move in the matter as a mag­
nanimous gest ure. Many of these peo­
ple have, to borrow money at exorbitant 
inte-rest or sell thei,r cattle in order to 
get them out of the pound. I know 
the hon. Member for Agricult ure can 
be of immense help in this situation. 
l h~1;Je no doubt that he has been al­
ready exercising his mind on this sit­
uation, and I wish to urge that this mat­
ter be g iven immediate consideration so 
that these people do not fall victims 
to unscrupulous rice millers. I do not 
say that all are unscrupulous, but some 
do- not lose such opport unities to aug­
ment their income. 

Sir Frank McDavicl: Mr. Speaker, 
the first thing I would like to say is, 
that British Guiana has suffered this 
year from the worst weather in my 
i·ecolldction, and its results have been 
very disastrous to the rice farmers. 
But this kind of weather is not -pecu­
liar t~ British Guiana alone. Only this 
morning I was listening on the radio to 
an ac;count of t he situation h1 Great 
Britain, lt was alap:nln~ to hear th~t 
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thousands of acres in certain parts of 
England were under water; and that at 
the present moment crops could not be 
reaped and several crops have been des­
troyed. Not that that is any consola­
tiqn to us, but it seems very strange 
that so many parts of the world should 
suffer from these ,veather oisabilities 
at the moment. 

I am sure that all hon. Members of 
Council would join me in expressing 
~:ympathy ·with the rice farmers who 
have suffered this year and are continu­
ing to suffer this unfor:tunate state of 
affairs. As to what _measures are pos­
s ible to meet it, I do not know. Earlier 
in the year when the first planting of 
padi took place and the rice farmers 
suffered from the very heavy rainfall, 
hon. Members would remember that ac­
tion was taken through the Department 
0f Agricultne to purchase and distri~ 
bute a large quantity of seed padi in 
order to help the farmers. I think 
something like 7,000 bags of seeds were 
purchased from the Rice Development 
Company. Fortunately we have been 
able to get some good seeds which were 
taken to various pa,rts of the Colony and 
there distributed to the farmers. But a 
condition of that operation was that 
those persons who had received seeds 
should put up in payment an equiva-

. lent amount of their produce from the 
present Autumn crop. It was hoped 
that somehow the accounts would bal­
ance with a small loss. The Finance 
Committee approved of the· net loss on 
this operation being met from public 
funds. $60,000 to $70,000 has been 
expended as an advance on the opera­
tfon. 

Well, I feel that it would be a 
very generous gesture in·deed if under 
these circumstances of bad weather the 

. . ' 

Government should consider writhrg; 
off the · whole of the amount, so ex.­
pended and l ,propose to ask my­
colleague the hon. the Financial Secre­
tary to consider it, and invite . the, 
Finance Committee of the Legislative, 
Council to approve of it ibeing written' 
ofd'. I do not· think it · would now be­
fair to call upon the farmer to pay fo1;. 

seed which had to be replanted because" 
of the earlier losses of this year. 

As regards the motion itself, the 
hon. Mover will forgive me if I say· 
that he did not know exac,tly what he: 
wanted. The motion as it is drafted 
does seem to invite MQmbers to con­
sider Government itself buying the pa,:li, 
but at the same time the hon. Member 
spoke of the Rice Marketing Board's 
special ,powers to do so. Now, the 
ostensible object of the motion is to (a) 
save the padi and (b) help the farmer­
The Rice Development Company has., 
already taken . the first ste.p in the 
erection of its new Central Rice Mill 
at Anna Regina-that ·is the erection 
of a first class dryer. But for that 
dryer, which is . now in operation, a 
great deal of ·padi on the EssequLbo, 
Coast itself would have been ,Jost. What 
is being done now is this: miiling at 
the old rice mill has been sto,prped so 
as to concentrate all efforts on ;putting 
as much .padi as possi•ble through that 
dryer, so that farmers can save as much 
as possible. The point I am trying to 
make is that the dryer at Anna Regina 
is operating at full capacity and ,can · 
not take any more. There is . a lot of 
padi on the Essequibo Coast the 
farmers would like us to take and we: 
cannot take . it. And what the hon: .. 
Member is suggesting is that padi from 
Wakenaam and Leguan as well be taken· 
to Anna Regina. This is quite imprac- . 
ticable, .I' am sorry to say. 

Now, as rega1·ds the buying of 
padi, a curious situation exists. The., 

I 
l 
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Rice Marketing Board has by law fixetl 
the price q;f. $6.30 per .bag for all well­
winnowed and dried padi-the minimum 
price. And the difficulty is that that 
price is too high for padi damaged 
under conditions like these. The hon. 
Member has said some ·millers are 
buying padi at $2 per bag. That is 
illegal but it is nevertheless desirable 
that something should be done to 
e nsure that padi that is not up t o 
standard, or is bad, can ibe sold at its 
p roper value. I understood there was 
,some arrangement whereby if a farmer 
signed a piece of paper saying "I am 
willing to accept a lesser price for my 
padi ibecause it is not up to standard", 
it can be done with the approval of t he 
.Rice Marketin.ir Board. But t his 
.arrangement does not seem to have 
sufficient elasticity, and it does not 
allow all such padi to be pm1chased at 
:reasonable prices. I think Members of 
the Hice · Marketing Board should con­
sid-er that situation and see what can 
be done to regularise a price of padi 
that should be properly purchased at a 
Jlrice lo,wer than the minimum without 
breaking the law. 

When it comes to the question o.f 
·the J3oard rpm•chasing padi, it has been 
done in the past, but with a spec,ific 
object. For example, in. cases where 
millers of a certain area g,ang u,p to 
depress the price, the Board has decided 
to buy padi in t.hat area, so as to pre­
vent a monopo~y from being created in 
that area. It is done to control the buy­
ing of padi where the farmer is bein!! 
deprived of his, proper price through 
a combine of millers, and where he is 
not getting a square deal. Now, if the 
Rice Marketing Board, fo circumstances 
like these were to undertake ·1arge­
~cale purchasing of wet padi- padi that 
'is not up to the minimum standard-

what is going to happen? l t will have 
to arrange to have that padi miiled and 
the result is going to be a 10,ss-and, 
of course, that loss will have to be 
borne ,by ric-e producers as a whole 
because the Board, believe .it or not, 1s 

a creature of the 11ice ;producers. I take 
it that one should not mind that, for 
I think in a .state of emergency like 
this the ,proper thing is for all rice 
producers to share in the loss. 

Let us suppose Government bought 
up all this padi; it would then be 
putting a tremendous strain on the 
organisation of Government, and," of 
course, on the taxpayer. I say that be• 
cause while the hon. M!:!mber is making 
an appeal for Wakenaam and Leiuan 
we must ·not forget that similar con­
di_tions apply to Mahaica, Ma:haicony­
Abary, some part s of the Corentyne, 
the West Coast of Ber.bice and West 
Demerara. Does the hon. Member 
think that Government c-an find the 
money to take care .of the rest as well? 

I do not wish to discuss t he motion 
in all its terms, and I am very glad t he 
motion merely invites consideration by 
Government. The hon. Member, Mr. 
Sugrim Singh was right. The Com~· 
pany of which t am still Chairman has 
!Suffered very heavy loss indeed, 
thi'ough these floods, ipossibly some 50 
per cent of its expected crop. There­
fore I know th~t other rice producer!'l 
will suffer loss. I will certainly do what 
I can to heJ.p. It may be that relief 
should be granted in some other way, 
but· it is most important to do some~ 
thing. 

As I said, I am glad to see that 
~he motion only seeks to invite con­
sideration. My own view is that it is 
a good thing that the hon. Member has 
by his motion ventilated this subject, 
and that everything possible should be 
done by t he Rice Marketing Board and 
the ' Rice Development Company and,- of 
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-course, the Government, to afford as­
.sistance where it is needed. I suggest 
that the motion should therefore be 
withdrawn. But if the hon. Member 
,wishes to press the motion, I for one 
would not -oppose it, because it merely 
invites consideration . 

I hope, however, that what I have 
·.said will serve to show how very 
. -difficult is the subject matter of the 
motion, and that the Member must not 

. be surprised if the result of the con­
sideration is unfavouraible to his 
wishes. · 

Mr. Lee: The Member for Agricui-
·ture having given the ·under.taking that 
the Government as well as the Rice 
Marketing Board will give consideration 
to this matter, I will ask leave to with-

1draw the motion. I would like to tell 
: the Member that those people who have 
·suffered such loss would, where it is 
possible, -need assistance in the cultiva­
tion of their next crop, by way of loans 
,or otherwise. I must thank the hon. 
Member for the suggestion he made in 
respect of padi that was given fo1· 
seeds. As far as I know, they were re­
quired to pay back in money the value 
of the seed padi, and if due considera­
tion is being given to this ma.tter by 
him, I will ask leave to withdraw the 
motion. 

Mr. Gajraj: Before leave is given 
·to withdraw this motion, I must say I 
agree with the Member for Agriculture, 
Forests·, Lands and Mines, in the way 
in which he has put the matter. I am 
in sy;mpathy with the rice producers, 
but I would not like this Council to go 
on record as saying that we have lost 
the whole or fifty per cent of the rice 
crop. The hon. Member has referred 
to the Mahaicony-Abary area -

· Sir Frank McDavid: Al I I refei'red 
to was the land that is dir.ectly culti­
vated by Mahaicony-Abary. 

Mr. Gajraj: I agree; I am say­
ing that I would not like to see 
in the Press tomorrow morning 
that British Guiana has lost fifty 
per cent. of its rice crop, because 
we have a great interest in the 
export trade. If that sort of statenienb, 
goes abroad, buyers will soon be looking 
elsewhere for their rice. We realise 
fully it is not a disaster. At the start 
of the reap,ing time British Guiana, it 

· seemed, would have had the largest 
crop in its history. It is that additional 
portion that- would have made it a 
record that has been lost; and I do feel 
that in the final analysis, when the -. 
padi is all reall)ed we will still be abfo 
to say we have prod,uced enough rice, 
as in the previous crop. 

Sir Frank McDavid: I must thank 
the hon. Member for raising that point, 
and I hope members of the Press will 
take due note. 

Mr. Tello: I must express sympat:hy 
with the motion. My moral in this 
matter is, ,how wise people can be after 
the event. In the past I went around 
;i sking people to take an interest in the 
colony. I beseeched rice millers and 
rice growers, to provide themselves with 
~hei-r own artificial dryers. I saw it 
coming at No. 71 on the Gorentyne. My 
good friend, Mr. Rahaman, was present 
when I told rice growers .that if the 
rice millers refused to assist them in 
providing ready means of drying their 
padi the time had come when they 
themselves must take those things into 
their own hands, and I invited them 
to accept the facilities of the Co­
operative Movement. I pointed out that 
at the Rice Development Company's 
concern at Mahaicony-Abary there w:1~ 

provi:Jion for drying the padi from the 
fields, and suggested they also should_ 



.. , 
' 

1 · -

- ·---- -~. 

rn:n Moti cm re Purchase of 2ND DECEMBER, 1954 Darnaged Padi 1332:-, 

LMr. Tello] 

provide themselves with artificial means 
of drying padi at No. 27, which can be 
said to be a fully rice-farming area._ 
But I am sorry to say that when I had 
cause to go around to those areas and 
saw the rpeo.ple suffering I wished that 
the matter of encouraging the farmers 
to organise themselves into co-operatives 

~nd establishing their own drying 
facilities should be given consideration·. 

Mr. Speaker: The position is that, . 
v'.'ith the .permission of the seconder,. 
the hon. Member's motion is withdrawn• 

There being no other business, 1. 
must adjourn the Counc.il sine die. 


