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Prayers 

[Mr. Speaker in the Chair] 
Present: 

i His Honour the Speaker, Mr. A, P. Alleyne

Members of the Government 
1·,iinisters 

The Honourable L. F. S. Burnham, Q,C, 
Dr, the Honourable P. A, Reid 
The Honourable P. S, d'Aguiar 
The Honourable N, J, Bissember 

The Honourable R. E, Cheeks 

The Honourable E. F. Correia 

The Honourable Mrs, W. Gaskin 

The Honourable L. John 
The Honourable R. J, Jordan 

The Honourable M, Kasim 

The Honourable w. 0, R, Kendall, C.B.E.

The Honourable o. Mahraj 
The Honourable c. A, Merri.man 
The Honou1·ahle J. H. Thomas 

0 Prime Minister 
- Minister of Home Affairs
0 Minister of Finance
- Minister of Housing and

Reconstruction
(Leader of the House)

Minister of Local Government
- Minister of Communications
- Minister of Education and

Race Relations 
- Minister of Agri..cul ture
• Minister of Forests, Lands

and Mines 
- Minister of Works and

Hydraulics 
- Minister of Trade, Shipping

and Civil Aviation 
• Minister of Health
- Minister of Labour
- Minister of Economic

Development 



Parliamentary Secretaries 

�1r. D. B, deGroot 

Mr. G. Bowman 

Mr. 0, E. Clarke 

Mr. P. Duncan 

Mr, J, °G. Joaquin, O.B.E., J.P.. 

M�. C, V. Too-Oiung 

Other Members 

Mr. w. A. Blair 
Mr. J. Budhoo 
Mr. w. 

·G. Carrington 
Mr. R, G. 8. Field�Bidley 
Mr. H. Prashad 

- Parliamentary Secretary,
Prime Minister's Office 

- Parliamentary Secretary,
Ministry of Labour 

� Parliamentary Secretary, 

Ministry of Education and 

Race Relations 

- Parliamentary Secretary,
Ministry of Local 

Government 

- Parliamentary Secretary,
Ministry of Works and 
Hydraulics 

Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Finance 

Mr. T. A. Sancho 
Mr. M, .F. Singh 
Rev, A. B. Trotman 

Mr. H. M. S, t\hart.oQ, J.P. 

Members of the Opposition 

Dr, c. B. Jagan, Leader of the Opposition Mr, 1M. Hamid, J.P. 
Mr. A. Chase Mr, J. a. s. Luck 
Mr. B, H. Benn Mr. D. C. Jagan 
Mr. Ram Karran Mr. H. Lall 
Mr. R, Oiandisingh Mr. M, Khan, J.P. 
Mr. Ii, J, M, Hubbard Mr. Y, Ally 
Dr, Charles Jacob, Jr. Mr. L. Linde 
Mr, c. V. Nunes Mr. R. D. Persaud 
Dr, f, ff, w. Ramsahoye Mr. s. M. Saffee 

Clerk of the National Assembly - Mr. F. A. Narain. 
Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly - Mr. M. B. Hen ry 

Absent: 

The Honourable S. S. Ram.phal, C.M.G., Q.C., Attorney-General and 
M:inister of State 

�lr, R. Tello, Depu!Y .Speak£r - on leave
Mr. E. M. G. Wilson 
Mr. M. N. Poonai 
Dr. S. A. Ramjohn 
Mr. E. M. Stoby 
Mr. M. Bhagwan - on leave. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 

LETTER OF THANKS FROM HIS 

EXCEllEl\CY THE GOVER!\OR-GENERAL 

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, 
I have received a letter from the 
Governor-General which I will ask 
the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk rea:J the following. 

II GUY .-\\A HOC SE' 

Georgetown, 

Guyana. 

22nd December, 1966. 

My dear �r. Speaker, 

I am writing to express 
to you my sincere apprecia
cion of the excellent ar
rangements which you made to 
welcome my w�fe and myself 
to the Special Sitting of the 
National Assemb ly on the 
occasion of my appointment to 
the office of Governor-Gen
eral. �lay I also take this 
opportunity of asking you to 
conve� my g ratitude to all 
Honourable Members for grant
ing me the special privilege 
of addressing Parliament on 
this significant occasion, 
Will you please also convey 
my sincere thanks to the 
o ff i c er s o f the Nati on al
Assembly concerned in the
ceremony and in its p,epara
tion.

As I o bserved in my 
address to the House, no man 
could receive such an honour 
in his own country without a 
real feeling of humility. I 

am most grateful for the very 
generous tributes which you, 
Sir, and the Honourable the 
Prime Minister addressed to 
me in the �ational Assembly. 
I am also most grateful to 
the Honourable Leader of the 
Opposition for the kind words 
of welcome and encouragement 
which he addressed to me on � 
the same occasion. I have 
written personally to the 
Prime Minister and the Leader 
of the Opposition in this 
connection. 

·Mr. Sp�aker, there is
little I can add to my ad
dress to the House except to 
re-emphasize to you and to 
all the Honourable Members my 
resolve, with the assistance 
of my wife, to dedicate my
self to serve the people of 
G uyan a  in  the  office of 
Governor-General. We all 
have a great challenge to 
face and an opportunity to 
work together in the service 
of our country. As I com
mence my tenure of office as 
Governor-General it is my 
fervent hope, as I am sure it 
is the fervent hope of all 
Members and indeed of all our 
people, that the life of this 
first National Assembly of an 
ind·epP.ndent Guyana may see 
our steady advance along the 
p ath o f  peace, national 
unity, and a better standard 
of living for all our people. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sgd.) David Rose, 
Governor-General. 

His Honour the Speaker, 

National Assembly, 
Georgetown." 
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PUBLIC BUSI NESS 

1he Leader of the House (Mr. 
Bissember): Before we move into 
Commi tt_ee stage, I wish to say 
that I had indicated to the hon. 
Member Mr. Chase that we would 
stop at 6.30 this evening. If 
we do n�t f inish ihe CARIFTA 
dedate today, we wdll continue 
·tomorrow.

2.10 p .m. 

MOTi ON 

APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL PAPER 
NO. 5/1966 

Assembly in Committee of 
Supply. 

Statement hy Miuister of 
Finance re Unauthorised Excesses. 

The Minister of Finance 
(Mr. d'Aguiar): Mr. Chairman, 
before  proce eding with this 
Motion, I wish to ma ke a state
ment with regard to Supplemen
�ary Provisions. 

I want to inform this House 
that a request from the Permanent 
Secretary, Ministry of Works and 
Hydraulics, for a Supplementary 
Provision of $1.5 million has 
been refused since it was clear 
that the money had already been 
unlawfully spent or committed. 

Furthermore, I suspected 
there was much wasteful expendi
ture going on. I wrote a minute 
t.o the Secret.ary to the Treasury
r.·questing immediate investi
� ati on a nd such disciplinary
r:2asures as might be necessary.

I have had a report from the 
Director of Audit. This con
firms both that the money has 
been spent or committed without 
authority, a nd that there is 
administrative confusion a nd lack 
of control in the Ministry. 

Paper No. 5/66 

I am of the opinion that un
a uthorised excesses such as 
the.se should be specially dealt 
with, as is indicated in articte 
112 (2) of the Constitution. 
Just to bring these exce�ses 
before the liouse as an Estimate 
of Supplementary Provision seems 
to me to ma ke nonsense of the 
Financial Regulations. 

Accordingly, 1 intend to re
commend to the Cabinet that· a 
Statement of Excesses be brought 
before the House in accordance 
with the Constitution as quickly 
as possible, so as to provide 
_a uthority to. pay suppliers for 
materials delivered to the Min
istry. of Works _and Hydraulics 
in good f_ai th. 

Assembly in Committee of

Supply. 

Mr. d' Aguiar: I signify 
that, in terms of article 80(2)
of the Constitution, the Cabinet 
h as recommended this Motion for 
consideration bj ihe National 
Assembly. I beg to Move: 

11 1hat the •Committee of Supply 
approve of the proposals set 
out in Financial Paper No. 5 
of 1966 - Schedule of Addi
tional Provision on the 1Cur
ren t and Capital Estimates for 
the.period epding December, 
1966, totalling $1,535,681." 

The Chairman: Page 1. 

uEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

Personal Emoluments 

Dr. Jac ob:· I am referring 
to Item No. 1. The amount sought 
here is $274 •. It is stated, 
among other things, that the 


















































































