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The House met at 2.30 p.m.
Prayers

[(Mr. Speaker in the Chair]

ORAL ANSWER TO QUESTION
Federal Civil Service Establishment

Dr. Radix (Grenada) asked the Prime
Minister to state the number of persons
cmployed in the Federal Civil Service
Establishment and to give the number
from the various Territories.

The Prime Minister : Mr, Speaker,
if the hon. Member does not mind I would
pass on the answer to him instead of
reading it, the reason being that whenever
one has a lot of figures to read out—unless
the gentlemen beyond the gangway have
pencils and paper, I am sure they would
not remember what is read to them. How-

ever, for the benefit of the House I don’t:

mind reading it.

“The total number of posts in the Federal
Public Service is 392. Of these, 305 are in The
West Indies (including personnel of the Meteoro-
logical Services stationed in the Bahammas and
British Honduras), and 87 in Overseas Commis-
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sions. The total number of posts of the entire
Metecrological Service is 72.

Of the 305 posts in The West Indies, 288 have
been filled and the appointees have been re-
cruited as follows :—

Antigua 9
Barbados 43

Wr. Joseph : I beg your pardon ?

The Prime Minister : Barbados 43;
not 143 as it should be.

Dominica 6
Grenada 14
Jamaica 34

Why only 34 I don’t know !
Montserrat

No alternate.
St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla 1
I really don't know from which of thesc
three Territories he comes. Perhaps the
Leader of the House would be able to
tell us.

St. Lucia 5

St. Vincent 4

Trinidad & Tobago 131

British Guiana 3

The Bahamas 11
Strange to say!

British Honduras 2

United Kingdom and
other overseas sources 24

In a few cases, officers originating from
one Territory may have been serving in




































trated in the minds of the Minister of
Communications and Works for the simple
reason that he belongs to a particular
Party that has spawned more committees
than any other Government in the entire
West Indies. They have spawned so many
committees that they can now follow that
famous author who wrote that book “Gov-
ernment by Committees”. That is the
whole argument that is misleading the hon,
Minister of Communications and Works.
If & committee outside of this House had
been appointed, then the Government
could have ignored the report and recom-
mendations of that committee with im-
punity.

The Prime Minister :
ing tripe !

You are talk-

Mr. Sinanan: The Prime Minister
has made use of this word “tripe” so often
in the House that I am beginning to feel
that he has a very close association with it.

The Prime Minister : T haven’t eaten
tripe for forty years.

Mr. Sinanan: I believe he likes it,
like all good West Indians, in 2 particular
pot.

That is the confusion which T believe
is affecting the Minpister of Communica-

ability aud his good scholarship; bu
that he should stand here and make suc
a lame excuse for departing from hi
former stand—I'm afraid I cannot accep
it. If he had said these are my hones
views, and I think they are right, but w
have a Party and Party discipline is part;
discipline, and I couldn’t do otherwise,

would be the first to accept it. But don’
stand up in this House and read the par
ticular page of May's Parliamentary Prac
tice and refuse to turn to the page tha
deals with abstract resolutions and forge
the arguments he raised here sometim
ago. I ask you to agree that if this Com
mittee was an outside Committee, a Com
mittee appointed by Government fror
outside this House, a Committee of in
dependent citizens which reported direct]:
to the Government, then the Governmen
wasn’t bound to accept the report. Bu
even then a good Government, a wis
Government a sensible Government woul
bave come to this House and explaines
to us why they had re ed to accept th
recommendation of that Committee.

Remember it is this Parliament tha
created them, gave them a voice and keep
them in the Government front bench t
introduce a policy which is subject to th
review of this House; and I am afraid th










































673 Appropriation (1960)

and say that this House

tion to be passed. They n

the Committee and say th

that is the language—ord

a Resolution that the o

found and these increas:

must go back to the Con

that in view of that order

Finance has told us that

the money therefore we r

amended Report. And le

of that Committee know.

of Finance comes before {

letter—I understand that

either by a letter or a

which he tells the Membe

mittee, “These are the fi

find the money.” I ask you, as wuv wonws
man responsible for this Portfolio, to report
to the House that I have given you the
information and that you are satisfied
that I cannot find the money in accord-
ance with the order of the House”. And
I am sure that every Member, once the
statement is reasonable and acceptable,
would want to report to this House that
after further consideration the Minister
begs leave to report that they would alter
the order because we are satisfied that the
Minister of Finance cannot find the money
to act in accordance with the wishes and
orders of this House. No other way. It
can be done no other way. And it must
come back to the ITouse. The House is
the only supreme authority to amend that
order. No Government, no Prime Minister,
no Minister of Finance, no Minister with-
out Portfolio, not even the Minister of
Communications and Works can alter the
order of this House.

Mr. Rocheford: Mr. Chairman, I
would like to move that the Question be
now put,

CrIILIEGEIL,
tude ju this whole matter—not only to
ignore the House, not only to ignore the
order of the House, not only to bulldoze
everything here in their own way, but to
try to shut up those of us who wish to
protest. Well, I was about to close my
address but T have now started. I am now
going to begin—move the closure every.
time, even when I am standing on my
legs . . .

Mr. Rose:

AL I3 LULIDIOLGWALIL Y LLIL WAL wuws

Filibuster.

Mr. Sinanan : Call it what you want.
Call it filibuster, call it what you want.
They are so brazen on the other side to
stand up when a Member of the Opposi-
tion is speaking against a Government
measure that is so reprehensible in itself,
and attempt to shut him up! Well all I
can: 7 is that they are asking for it. Now
let us fulfil the words of the Minister of
Communications and Works—we will fili-
buster. I am going to send for the Bibl..
I will read every page of it for him.

I will respect your wishes.
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would say that. Nonetheless, I have had
my say. We are not finished on this side
yet, but I hope that by the time we have
finished some little amount of conscience,
some little amount of something that must,
have becn taught them at some time in
their lives, will awaken and let them realise
that no rcal advantage has been gained
by their little “anancy” trick.

The Chairman : The question is that
Ttem 1(d) —

Mr. rcyan: I am cnquiring of the
Chair — I Jdidn't hear.

The rime Minister : Order. order.
The Chairman: I am putting the
question  now.

Question put—that Ttem 1{J) he re-
duced by $5.

Amendment negatived.
Item Ife):

Mr, Bryan (Eastern Counties, Trini-
dad): My, Speaker, I wish to offer to
this House some rather general remarks
about the status and prestige of this
House. I believe, Sir, they can very well
be embraced under the Head which is now
before the House—Head II1, the vote for
the Legislature.

Actually, Mr. Speaker, if you permit
me I would like to say that I can now
very well see the reasonableness of your
calling me when I rose just now, becausc
there is ample opportunity here for me to
express the things I would like to say.
As we come *~ approve the vote for the

WILICH WE € BUVEILEU 11 LIS MW LRLEn
of ours.

When the last question was being de-
bated there emerged one thing which to
my mind stood out more pertinently than
any other, and that is the fact that
whether or not Members were prepared
to recognise that this House-—call it this
Legislature, this arm of Parliament—is the
supreme authority :his House to which
people have been elected by the free votes,
we hope in all places, of the people of the
Territories. And we must in our affairs,
especially at the incipient stage of our
history, put into recognition, on a big board
that the rest of the world can see, that we
accept the fundamentals and traditions of
this way of life, and that this House is the
supreme atthority in matters that concern
the people of the nation.

When I say this, Mr. Chairman, I would
like to recall one occasion, at our last ses-
sion, when this House was involved, or
embroiled, I should say, in a very sharp
or acrimonious debate. Members had
spoken on both sides of the House, but the
guestion had not been fully ventilated,
and T remember that the Government side
found itself in deep waters and the hon.
Minister of Finance rose to his feet, in
the old parliamentary manoeuvre of ask-
ing for a closure, and asked to apply the
closure simply hecause the Government
had the majority and the Goverr ent was
in a tight situation.

I would like to point out that the
Speaker came to the rescue of the minority
on that occasion, as he is supposed to do,
and protected them by saying he did not





































































































