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MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on Friday, 27th February,
1959, as printed and circulated, were
taken as read and confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
LEAVE TO MEMBERS

Mr. Speaker: 1 have to announce
that Mr. A.M. Fredericks is still on leave
and is engaged in an Inquiry.

ORDER OF THE DAY
APPROPRIATION BILL
BUDGET DEBATE

Council resolved itself into Com-
mittee to resume consideration of the
Bill intituled,

“An Ordinance to appropriate the
supplies granted in the current session of
the Legislative Council.”

CounciL iIN COMMITTEE
FOREST

The Chairman: When last we dealt
with this Bill in Committee we were dis-
cussing an Amendment moved by Mr.
Fredericks for the reduction of sub-head
1 — item (1) — 1 Conservator of
Forests, $8,640 — by $1. If any
other person desires io speak on the
matter he may do so. Unfortunately
Mr. Fredericks is not here today, but I
will put the question.

Question put, and negatived.

DEPUTY CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS

Mr. Burnmham: I beg to move
ths reduction of sub-head 1 — item (2)
— 1 Deputy Conservator of Forests
$7,200 — by $1. The reason for
my moving this Amendment is to
ask why there is no Deputy Conservator
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of Forests, and whether the hon. Minister
considers that this Department can be
efficiently run without a Deputy Con-
servator of Forests?

Mr. Hubbard: I am rising on a
point of order. Rule 33 (7) states:

“Every Member shall confine his obser-
vations to the subject under consideration,
and, where more than one question has
been proposed, as by way of amendment,
the debate must be relevant to the last
question so proposed, until it has been
disposed of.”

I am submitting that the hon. Member’s
remarks are not relevant to his Motion.

The Chairman: I do not agree
with you; I think they are most relevant.
He moved the reduction of the sub-head,
Deputy Conservator of Forests, and went
on to mention something about that
officer.

Mr. Hubbard: The hon. Member
was asking questions.

The Chairman: Proceed, please.

Mr. Burnham: I am most grateful
to Your Honour. As I was saying
before the hon. Member rose to a point
of order, I would like the hon. Minister
to state whether he considers the Depart-
ment can be efficiently run in the absence
of a Deputy Conservator of Forests,
because we have heard the Minister
speak of magnificent plans which he has
for this Department and the forests of
British Guiana.

But I think it is common knowledge
that the last Deputy Conservator of For-
ests left some time ago for an appoint-
ment — a better one, I understand —
and there is acting in his place someone
who is certainly not a qualified forestry
officer, for, as I understand it, to be a
qualified forestry officer one has to be in
possession of certain technical qualifica-
tions, especially in the 20th century.

In spite of the fact that the last
Deputy has left, I have not noticed
in the Press any advertisement for the
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post, and so I amn wondering what it is
that Government proposes to do with this
Department. I also know that there are
several trained forestry officers, tech-
nically qualified, with seven years’ service
and more, in British Guiana and in the
Department. [ wonder why it is that
Governmeut has thought fit to Icave this
post vacant and have acting in it some-
one who is not qualified.

Appropriation Bill

The Minister of Natural Resources
(Mr. Beharry): I spoke somewhat ex-
tensively when last we were dealing with
thc Head, Forest, and I explained to hon.
Members the necessity and the need for
maintaining a very good Forest Depart-
ment, especially when we are to take
an evaluation of this most important
resource that this country possesses.

I also stated at the last meeting
the need and necessity for thc Forest
Department to maintain a staff which is
properly qualified in the utilization of
the forest resources of British Guiana.

With respect to the question asked
by the hon. Member for Georgetown
Central, realizing how important this re-
source is, it will be necessary for us to
have a Deputy Conservator of Forests.
As I see it, it would be very sad if this
Department could not have a Deputy.
However, I think the Chief Secretary,
under whose Portfolio appointments are
made, would be best qualified to say
something about the appointment of
a Deputy Conservator.

I knew there was a vacancy. Mr.
Bagshaw has left for appointment to a
post in Africa. I would like Government,
through the Chief Secretary, to have this
post filled. I believe that when that is
done we will have a first-class Forestry
Department. There is great need for
Forestry officers not only here, but
throughout the Caribbean, and the last
conference 1 attended in Trinidad
stressed that this particular resource had
not been properly exploited

We in British Guiana have forests
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and yet we import a large quantity of
lumber to take care of our needs. I vis-
ualize the day when, with proper planning
and improved quality of products this
importation can be stopped and we can
make ourselves self-sufficient.

I think it is necessary for Govern-
ment to appoint a good and qualified As-
sistant Conservator of Forests, but I do
not know how far the Chief Secretary has
got in advertising for one. I agree with the
hon. Member that we should advertise
here and in the West Indies and further
abroad, so that if there is a qualified man
to fill the post, we will give our own men
an opportunity to do so.

Mr. Burnham: I am very sorry that
the hon. the Chief Secretary is not here
and the Minister finds himself in a quan-
dary. He agrees with me in practically
everything I have said, but the person to
agree or disagree is not here.

But before withdrawing my Motion,
I desire to impress upon the Minister
that (a) his colieagues in the Executive
Council get down immediately to the
question of the appointment of a Deputy
Conservator of Forests, (b) if possible,
that Deputy be recruited from British
Guiana, and (c) the recruitment should
take place as expeditiously as possible.

May I digress for a moment and say
that very frequently in the case of these
high posts in British Guiana one finds that
there is no advertisement in British
Guiana, which is deliberate; and we shall
expect the Ministers in the Executive
Council, as the guardians of Guianese
rights, to see that the advertisements for
these super-scale posts appear in British
Guiana, and that Guianese have the
opportunity to apply and to be inter-
viewed. I shall also ask the Minister
to impress upon his colleague, the Chief
Secretary, the point of view, which has
not been denied, that the present Deputy
Conservator of Forests is not qualified—
and I am sure the Conservator of Forests
will admit that.

It is something really wrong with
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the Establishment side of this Department
when we have people who are qualified
not being appointed to act as Deputy,
and a person who is not qualified, who is
on the verge of retirement, and whose
field of expertize is not that required for
the post of Deputy Conservator, acting. It
is wicked, it is wrong. It is not just wicked
but vicious on the part of the Establish-
ment not to appreciate what type of quali-
fications are necessary for what posts.
For too long in British Guiana this has
been happening. Kisscs go by favour but
it is time that kisses go by merit.

In these circumstances, Mr Chair-
man, I ask leave to withdraw my Motion.

The Chairmam: In any case, un-
doubtedly the Minister could not have
said more than he did.

Mr. Burnham : Mr. Chairman

Mr. Bebarry : I agree with the re-
marks made by the Member for George-
town Central, and I would like to assure
the hon. Member that I have never been
silent in my support for a local person to
{ill a post when he can do so, and in the
past I have dropped the full whip on my
colieagues to bring this to bear. I have
not been responsible for not allowing any
local man to serve his country, and the
Government is doing its best to give local
men an opportunity to do so.

Item put and agreed to.

CENTRAL TIMBER MANUFACTURING
PLANT

Mr. Burnham: I beg to move the re-
duction of sub-head 9—*“Central Timber
Manufacturing Plant, ”$291,500—by $1.
It is a pity that we did not hear the Min-
isters on the Second Reading, but I feel
1t is time that there is some clear state-
ment on this Manufacturing Plant.

There are at least two criticisms of
this Plant. One, that a great deal of tax-
payers’ money is wasted and that it does
not serve its purpose — it has not suc-
ceeded under its present administration
in popularizing many woods which are
not known to the public—and, two, that
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it enters into unfair competition with pri-
vate enterprise.

As at present advised, I can-
not vwvouch ‘- for the accuracy of
these criticisms, but what I can say
is that these criticisms are abroad
and are accepted by many persons and,
as I see it, it is always the duty of Gov-
ernment to persuade the public, to per-
suade the taxpayers, whose money they
spend, that money is not being wasted;
and if, in this case, it is suggested
that Government activity is in unfair
competition with private enterprise, Gov-
ernment must state its policy that the
department is being run for the benefit of
the community, or that it is not a fact
that it is an unfair competition with
private enterprise.

1 must not be taken as saying that
everytime there is competition between
Govermnent and industry, that Govern-
ment must withdraw. My point of view is
that you must know what Government’s
policy is, and if Government is going to
enter into competition with private indus-
try in a particular industry, Government
must explain its reason; probably the
reason may be .convincing or possibly
the reason may be ineffectual.

Mr. Beharry : The Central Timber
Manufacturing Plant is not in competition
with private industry, in that private en-
terprise specializes in marketing green-
heart timber and crabwood, but it does
not handle other various species handled
by the Central Timber Manufacturing
Plant. The chief preoccupation of the
Seasoning Plant at Kingston has been to
popularize the lesser known species of
our woods. It is not Government’s policy
to compete with private industry.

The policy is, as soon as this Plant
becomes a profitable concern, as soon as
it can be run efficiently and profitably,
it will be offered to private enterprise.
There are cases where private enterprise
is skeptical to enter into undertakings like
this, but Government can enter into it,
develop it and prove to private enterprise
that it can be done, before handing it over
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to private enterprise. The forest industry
falis into such a category.

1 can assure the hon. Member that
the forest industry today is breaking new
ground. We have not been suffering the
losses we experienced in the past, but
last year we made a profit. That does not
include interest on the capital we have
been using, nor does it include the depre-
ciation of our machines, but profit on our
actual trade last year.

Another thing I would like to draw
to hon. Members’ attention is that last
year we broke new ground. Our Forest
Department has been growing and mak-
ing history with respect to the worth
and beauty of hitherto unknown vari-
eties of British Guiana wood.  Last
year we were able to make shipments of
these woods to Europe for the first time
in the history of this country, and we
were also able to make extensive ship-
ments to the Trinidad market. Only
two weeks ago I got the Mill Manager of
the Forest Department to conclude an
agreement to supply a new hotel which
is to be built in Trinidad, the Hilton
Hotel, with both its structural and archi-
tectural requirements, and approximately
$200,000 worth of our wood is expected
to be sold to the Hilton Hotel.

We were not only thinking of the
Hiiton Hotel, for last year we were able
to supply the decorative requirements
for a community centre and concert hall
in Trinidad, a Civil Service Sports Club,
the Port-of-Spain Fire Brigade, the
Electricity Commission, several large
companies as well as Government institu-
tions in Trinidad which have been
attracted by the decorative and structural
boards which British Guiana produces
through the Forest Department. The
workmanship is of such a high quality
and the beauty of the wood after season-
ing so attractive that we have been able
to get the Trinidad market to absorb a
great quantity of our woods.

Hon. Members will observe on the
Estimate an item of $ 1,500 for “Pro-
motion of Exports.” We are hoping to
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cast our eyes farther afield. I do not
see why we should confine our exports
to Trinidad. It is hoped that this year
the Department will be able to make
shipments to other Caribbean islands,
thereby enhancing and assisting the
development of the forest industry and
the economy of British Guiana.

The Financial Secretary (Mr. Essex):
There is one thing I would like to add,
and that is the aspect of competition which
has worried me from time to time. I think
it is a good thing that it has been brought
up, and I am quite sure that Government
will be very careful to see that there is
no direct competition with private enter-
prise in a field in which private enterprise
does very well. But on this question
of private enterprise there is a strange
misconception with some people that
the Timber Seasoning Plant does saw-
milling; it does not. It is in a sense
in co-operation with private enterprise
in that it takes large quantities of sawn
timber from something like 60 small saw-
millers. The Government plant deals
with marginal timbers and it is hoped that
it will do much more in the production
of seasoned timber for the improvement
of the country’s economy.

Mr. Burnham: I am grateful to
both the Minister and the Financial
Secretary for their explanations, especi-
ally assuming the accuracy of the Finan-
cial Secretary’s statement that about 60
small saw-millers do benefit from the
production of the Government’s plant.
But even though I am fully apprecia-
tive of the amount of wood we have
been selling to Trinidad, which, inci-
dentally, is very good argument in favour
of Federation, I would like to know
whether the trade with Trinidad has any-
thing to do with the Central Timber
Manufacturing Plant. I have a shrewd
suspicion that the Minister has taken
this opportunity to make his “Second
Reading speech,” but I would like to see
the tie-up between the Central Timber
Manufacturing Plant and our contribu-
tion to the architectural beauty of the
new hotel in Trinidad.
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Mr. Beharry: When I said that,
I was not referring to the timber industry
as a whole, but to the Timber Seasoning
Plant run by Government, which supplied
lumber and finished board. The ship-
ments to the various organizations and
institutions in Trinidad were made direct
from the Timber Seasoning Plant and
not by private enterprise which has been
sending greenheart to Trinidad and
other parts of the world.

Mr, Burnbam: I am very glad to
hear that it was the direct result of having
this plant that we have been able to get
this large amout of business for the
erection of various institutions and build-
ings in Trinidad, but I wish to ask the
Minister one question before I withdraw
my motion, and to say that I am per-
fectly satisfied that this expenditure is
deserving. What I would like to know
is why hasn’t the Timber Seasoning
Plant done anything about having imora
seasoned for the purpose of railway
sleepers? 1 have been told by many
people in the field, that although we read
periodically in the newspapers about
Dutchmen and Pakistanis being interested
in mora sleepers, we cannot supply
them because our seasoning is such that
by the time the sleepers arrive at their
destination, in the majoity of cases they
have warped and are therefore not up to
the standard of quality demanded by the
purchasers.

From what 1 have been reading
in the newspapers, and from my own
knowledge and inquiries abroad, it seems
to me that there is potentially a very
good market for sleepers. Hasn’t Govern-
ment thought it necessary to do some-
thing? I, a layman, think that a seasoning
plant is a place where we should experi-
ment with the secasoning of mora, and I
think it is time Government does some-
thing to see whether we can produce
the quality of timber required for the
sleeper trade which is on our doorstep,
but which, in spite of newspaper head-
lines, we have not been able to take ad-
vantage of.

Mr. Beharry : The hon. Member
rightly says that he is not quite certain
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about the seasoning of mbra. Really the
problem is not the seasoning of mora but
one of production. We did have an order
through the Timber Seasoning Plant for
half a million sleepers, and every effort
was made to see if we could supply them.
The Ministry called a meeting of repre-
sentatives of the timber industry and
the loggers of the country to consider the
ability of the country to supply those
sleepers, but the price offered was unre-
munerative. The Timber Seasoning Plant
does not produce lumber. The Forest
Department does not go in for logging;
it simply seasons boards produced by
small millers. Logging is the preroga-
tive of private enterprise, and the produc-
tion of mora sleepers is really an activity
of private industry. Every encourage-
ment was given to private enterprise
when that order was received from
abroad. It was really the Timber Season-
ing Plant that got that order, because of
its activities, and we made every effort to
get private industry to supply the order,
but the price offered was not attractive
and the industry was unable to take up
the order.

Mr. Burnham : 1 ask leave to with-
draw my Amendment.

The Chairman: I shall put the Head.

Mr. Tello : I move the reduction by
one dollar —

The Chairman : 1 wish Members will
not try to lead me on a string. I wait and
after a long time has elapsed I proceed
to put the Question, then somebody gets
up. It is like a small boy trying to catch
at something.

Mr, Tello: Actually, Your Honour
was not looking across this way, and I did
not catch your eye.

The Chairman:

What item do you
wish to deal with?

Mr. Telle : Item 16—Experimental
Woodworking Shop — Construction of,
$5,000. We on this side of the Table are
doubtful of the wisdom of this expendi-
ture. The Minister has explained that the
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Central Timber Manufacturing Plant is
only an interim arrangement, and that
later it will be turned over to private
enterprise. The position is quite different
now. We have quite capable factories

operating and it is felt that it
would be better if Government
would co-operate with private

enterprise instead of carrying on this
experiment independently and finding
some difficulty in selling the results of
its cxperiments to private enterprise later
on. This matter was discussed in another
place and we feel that, having expressed
his intention today to assist private enter-
prise, the hon. Minister might agree with
us that it would be better to collaborate
with private enterprise.

Mr. Behamry: 1 tried to explain to
hon. Members that there has been a
growing consciousness, even abroad, of
the quality and worth of British Guiana’s
woods, and it is through this Experi-
mental Woodworking Shop that we have
been able to polish and bring out the true
beauty of our woods.

What is required under this vote is
$5,000 for the construction of a shop to
hold the machines used in making experi-
ments. The Department is experiment-
ing with the machines with a view to
testing the various types to see which is
better. We have a lot of machinery in-
cluding band-saws and so on, but we need
a building for them. As soon as this
building is made available the Department
will be in a position to make further
experiments.

The Department has shown how
various woods could be utilized attract-
ively as well as structurally in the con-
struction of buildings. It is no use
having these machines without having
proper facilities for housing them. I
hope hon. Members will agree that it is
necessary to have a shed to protect these
machines from the weather. That is why
I have been asking for the small sum of
$5,000.

Mr. Tello: While I appreciate the
hon. Minister’s explanation, I am of the
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opinion that $5,000 is a rather enormous
sum to spend on the construction of a
shop. 1 wonder whether he would be
good enough to explain further what he
means by a shop ?

Mr. Beharry: It would cost more
than $5,000 to build a first-class shop,
but we are endeavouring to build some-
thing which will take care of the basic
needs of the Forestry Department. That
is the reason why only the small sum of
$5,000 has been asked for. 1 can assure
the hon. Member that this is not an ex-
traordinary sum for the building we have
in mind.

Mr. Burmham: It seems to me that
the hon. Minister has been caught in a
dilemma. If the hon. Minister says that
$5,000 is not enough to give the Depart-
ment a first-class shop, he will have to
agree that this Government has been
dealing in a miserly manner in so far as
the project and the Department are con-
cerned.  The hon. Minister tells us of
our forestry resources and he points out
how rich those resources are. If what
he says is true, then Government should
spend more money on this project. Why
spend this miserly sum of $5,000 on such
a rich project ?

I congratulate the hon. Minister for
his honesty. I think it is most unsatis-
factory to spend only $5,000 on con-
structing a shop to house so many
thousands of dollars worth of machinery,
in the light of what the hon. Minister in
his flowery language has told us. I am
not in a position to deny the Minister’s
prophecy, diagnosis or prognosis.

Mr. Beharry: I thank the hon.
Member for his generosity in suggesting
that I should spend much more money
on this project. If this amount proves
inadequate I will defiuitely return to this
Council for an increase in the form of
Supplementary Estimates, but until such
time Government will endeavour to
economize wherever possible without
denying the country of the full use of any
particular resource. Qur resources are
limited in this country and we will try































































































