























1301 Dangerous Diugs
Myr. Correia: The hon. Mover
remarked that the Bill is non-contro-
versial. I do mnot know whether he
meant non-vexatious, but to the lay-
man it is puzzling. I hope the hon.
Mover would explain to us more than
he has done, as to the
layman it does not mean anything.

Mr. Speaker: What
drug he referred to?
what he referred to?

abeut the
Do you know

Mr. Correia: No, Sir.

Mr. Speaker: Nor do I.

Mr. Correia: I was hoping to get
more explanation. I expect the hon.
Mover to be in a position to explain
the Bill.

Mr. Cummings: The hon. Memler
must remember that I too am a
layman. All I can do is to take the
advice of the Medical Board, the
Chairman of which is the Director
of Medical Services, that this is one
of the substances we ought to control
in view of the fact that its use is
being abused in a way inconsistent
with the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance.
To tell the hon. Member, Mr. Correia,
what exactly this drug is giving the
formula, even then I am afraid I
cannot say that far.

Mr. Correia: What I am afraid of
is that this Bill may affect the impor-
tation of some simple patent drug
that the people use.

Mi. Cummings: I do not know
if this would help. I am merely repeat-
ing what I said before. It was permis-
sible and within the law to sell a sub-
stance with less than one-fifth per cent.
of morphine. It has now been found
that drug addicts are purchasing

in small quantities this drug which
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contains less than one—fifth per cent.
of morphine and reducing it bhy
some process of distillation or boiling
to Opium, which is a prohibited drug.
We are now advised that it is in
the interest of the public to substitute
for the words “not less than one-
fifth per cent. of morphine or one-

tenth  per cent. of cocaine or of
ecgonine” in  section 10 of the
Principal Ordinance the following

words ‘“‘any proportion of morphine
or cocaine or ecgonine”. I do not
think I can take it further.

It has been pointed out that nearly
every one of our patent drugs contains
these things. If we can get something
more suitable we would be sure a2¥Xout
what we are passing; we might be
trying to stop drug addicts, but there
are dozens of persons in the rural
districts who might want these
drugs, and what about them?

Mr. Speaker: They might opevrate
without the authority of the Bill,
but ignorance of the law would be
no excuse.

Mr. Cummings: For the benefit
of my hon. Friend, Mr. Correia, I
will read the advice from the D.M.S.
(acting), and I have no reason to
differ from the statement made as
vegards the reason for seeking these
restrictions by way of a deterrent
against addicts. The letter reads:—

“T have to inform you that recenily a
particular drug has been imported into
the Colony without any restrictions. This
drug is called Tincture Anodyne. It is
purchased hy Opium Addicts in large
quantities anc boiled down into a con-
centrated substance which is opium.

“According to Section 10 (e) of the
Dangerous Drugs Ordinance, Chapter 142,
Tincture Anodyne can be imported legally

into the Colony as it contains 0.19% of
























































