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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Psltimates, 1948

Friday, 4th December, 1942,

The Council met at noon, IIis ITxcel-
lency the Governor, Sir. Gordon, Lethem,
K.C.M.G., President, in the Chair.

PRESENT:
The Ifon. the Colonial Secretary, Mr.
(x. D. Owen, C.M.G.

The Ifon. the Attorney-General, Mr.
L. O. Pretheroe, M.C., K.C.

The Ilon.
Agriculture.

J. 8. Dash, Director of

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C,
(New Amsterdam).

The Hon. E. T. MceDavid, C.B.E,
Colonial Treasurer. -

The Hon. F. J. Seaflord, O.B.E.,
(Georgetown North).

The IIon. M. B. G. Austin, O.B.E,

(Nominated Unofticial Member).

The IIon. W. A. D’Andrade, O.B.E,
Comptroller of Customs.

The Hon. M. B. Laing, O.B.E., Com-
missioner of Local Government.

The IIon. G.
Iingineer.

0. Case, Consulting

The Ilon. I. G. Crease, Director of
Iiducation.

The Hon. B. Conservator
of Torests.

R. Woodq,

The Hon. TPercy C. Wight, O.B.I.

(Georgetown Central).

The Hon. J. Eleazar (Berbice River)."
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The Hen. J. I.
Demerara).

deAguiar (Ceniral

The Hon. Jung. Bahadur Singh

(Demerara-Iissequebo).

The IIon. H. C. Iumphrys, K.C.,
(Ilastern Demerara).

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O.B.E.,
((ieorgetcwn South).
The ITon. Teer Bacchus (Western

Berbice).

The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North-Western
District).

The Hon. J. W. Jackson (Nominated
Unofticial Member).

The Ion. C. V.
Essequebo).

Wight (Western

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequeboj River).

The Clerk read prayers.

MINUTES.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on Thursday, 3rd Decem-
ber, 1942, were taken as read and
confirmed.

AXNOUNCEMENTS.

SUPPLEMENTARY ISSTIMATE.

The PRESIDENT: I wish to refer
lhon. Members to a mnote circulated by
the Treasurer with a number of' items
requiring supplementary financial pro-
visicn which he would like to take at
an early meeting of the Council. If
before the adjournment Members feel
that we can consider those items I
would ask the Treasurer to put them
forward,
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Mivitary REORGANIZATION.

In my address to the Council I said
that T was unable to give any details
af the military reorganization that was
going on in British Guiana, but that
the Commandant would welcome at any
time- an opportunity to show Members
of the Council what was being done. I
have a nofe here which says that Thurs-
day, Deeember 17, would be a very
convenient and usef'ul time if Members
would like to go to IKitty when certain
operations are under wayx that morn-
ing, and when Col. ITooker thinks he
could very usefully show Members what
is heing dane as the Militia are coming
to the end of their very intensive train-
ing programme om that day. No doubt
a formal note will be issued to Members
if they cave to avail themselves of the
opportunity, and if T can go myself I
shall do so.

INACCURATE NEWSPAPER REPORT.
Members will have noticed that our

good friend the Daily Chronicle has
projected ws a good many momths

hence, and in its anxiety to get rid of!
the Official Members has declaved their
abolition as from yesterday, not only
in the heading but in the text of its
report. (langhter). The other news-
paper had the matter correctly reported,
but the Daily Chronicle reported me
as saying:—

“I have to announce to hon. Members

that we ave sitting under the new
constitution.  The very useful official

bloe will no longer continue.”

I said yesterday that the official bloc
was serving a very useful purpose in
enabling us to proceed with {he
Lusiness  instead off adjourning on
account of no quoram.  ITenvevar, the
correct interpretation is in the other
newspaper.

PETIDION.
Mr. GONSALVES laid on the table a
petition from T. Christiani, retirved

LrecrsnaTive Couxern

letter-carrier, praying for a lump sum
gratuity ar compassionate allowance.

ORDER OF THIE DAY.

SeTIMATEN, 1943,

The Council resolved itself into Com-
miltee and resumed consideration of the
estimates of expenditure to be defrayed
from revenue for the year ending S1st
Pecember, 1943.

Law Orricrrs.

Mr. LELEAZALR: This is a very
difficult head to tackle in this Council.
For one thing the Attorney-General is
always in good form and always ready
for the fray, and another thing is that
lie is not the only maker of laws in
these days. 1 suppose he supplies the
verbhiage, but he has nothing to do with
the material that he puts into words
whenever he makes these laws, .other-
wise T should be very much inclined to
ask him what has prompted him to
order flogging fer a man who steals an
cegg? T observe the hon. Member for
New Amsterdam (Mr. Woolford) shak-
ing his head. T know what I am saying.

Mr. WOOLFORD: I rise to a point
of order. The Attorney-General, who is
sitting here—T suppose he is anxious to
liear what the hon. Member is saying—
has asked me what he said and T
replied that T did not know. T wish the
hon. Member will not make remarks of
that kind.

The CHAIRMAN: The incident has
escaped me. I therefore ask the hon.
Member to proceed.

Mr. BLEAZAR: T was saying that I
know there is emergency legislation in
these days, but this legislation has heen
coming very fast and furious since the
war, and I was wondering whether the
legislation now in operation, whereby a
person might be (logged for stealing
poultry or eggs, emanated from the
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‘Attorney-General. 1 would also ask on
what principle of law has that Dbeen in-
troduced? Iiven emergenty legislation
must come under some principle ot law.
I know that in the 12th Century people
were hanged for sheep stealing, and I
Iknow that in the olden days there were
the thumbscrew and other forms of
torture. Therefore, I was wondering
whether poultry stealing in this country
has Dbeccme so rampant as to warrant
the infliction of the greatest torture
known to the British law.

I submit that flogging is the most
demoralizing and painful punishment
known ta British law te-day, and one
which' should not even in time of war
be put into operation unless something
very grave was in the atmosphere. T
live in the country and I know of no
such gravity in poultry stealing as to
warrant flogging. It almost amounts
1o vielence upon civilization to flog a
man for stealing a duck, a fowl or an
egg. I go flurther and say that I
helieve Your Iixcellency has been mis-
informed. The position must have
been grossly exaggerated if anybody
informed you that there was sueh a
menace to poultry rearing at this time
te warrant a person being tortured in
that way. People who make laws very
seldemm  find themselves amongst the
people.

I observe an item of $48 for
travelling and I wonder if that is the
1reason why the Attorney-Gemneral is so
seldom in Berbice. I have ne recollee-
tion of having seen him there, but I
heard he was there emce. I do not
think he has very much time for joy-
rides in these days, but I think if a
sufficient sum were provided for
travelling the Attorney-General would
certainly take a run up to Berbice
some time or other to see what is going
on there. I am inclined to the belief
that if one has an idea of the localitv
in which a erime has been committed
it helps considerably in deciding how
that crime should Dbe treated. Some
time ago the vote for travelling was a
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lIarge one, but I do not know if it has
been reduced to, $48 Ly request.

I think the Attorney-General should
visit New Amsterdam twice or even
once a year. I am sure that if he
went there two or three months ago he
would not have found sitting accom-
medation in the Court-room unless the
Set. Major was kind enough to fetch a
chair for him from his private quarters.
The seats were in such a derelict
condition that one had to be extremely
eareful with his pants, but that was not
a1l he had to provide against. I think
it the Attorney-General had seen the
condition of things there it would not
have reached that state. The Attorney-
General snould be provided with an
adequate travelling allowance.

T know he is very Dbusy now and
that this is not the time to suggest
that some of our long overdue Regu-
lation should be made. Tor instance,
there are Regulations to be made under
the TPublic Ilealth Ordinance which
was enacted in 1934, but they have
not yet been made, and great hardship
exists until nosv. We have to fall back
upon the Lecal Government Board
Regulations, but they do not always
meet the case. T make these remarks
more or less to Lkeep those matters
alive.

Mr. LEE : Under this head I would
like Government to consider the pro~
posal T made last year which I make
again to-day. In my opinion, if a
legally trained officer were added to
this Department most of the work
which is overlapping in the Magis-
trates’ Courts and the Iolice Depart-
ment would be reduced. As far as my
Iknowledge goes, statements are taken
in indictable cases Dby policemen
ithrough the County Superintendent and
then forwarded to the  Attorney-
Cieneral’s Office for his information
and advice. T ecan assure Your IExcel-
lency that on several ocecasions the
prosecuting Police Officers are seen
fumbling with prosecutions and wast-
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ing the-precious time of the Magistrate.
I am suggesting that a legally trained
officer might Dbe attached to the
Attorney-General’s Office to, take those
statements, and he might also prose-
cute in all indictable cases in George-
town, and other districts. That would
save the time of the Magistrates, the
County Superintendent of Police, and
the public.  Such an officer could also
give legal opinions on village matters.

Mr. PEER BACCIIUS: 1 did not
intend to take part in this debate, but

owing to the remarks of the hon.

Member for DBerbice River (M.
' g .

Eleazar) that Governmment was ill-

advised to declare every district in the
Colony with reference to poultry and
eggs T would like to say that the hon.
Member knows as well as anyone else
that it is the poor people in the
country districts who deny themselves
of a good many necessities to rear a
few poultry, and they actnally buy the
ecos in the shops. If those people are
td Dbe deprived of their eges and
poultry by a set of young people who
adopt that line of trade I think the
time is long overdue when steps should
be  takem to protect them. The hon.
Member also knows that the poor
people in the country rear poultry for
the purpose of meeting unforeseen
expenditure, such as docters’ bills. I
think the hon. Member has come out a
little Dbit toc early. ITe shonld make
his plea at the Magistrate’s Comrt when
defending one of those people.

My, JACOB: I was wondering
whether the two previous speakers
were mot speaking on the question of
poultry sicaling under the wrong head.
I think they might very well have done
so under Agriculture. I was wondering
whether the Director of Agriculture
was not the culprit who suggested that
flogeing should be imposed in order to
enconrage poultry rearing and so om,
but I have not a legal mind. Maybe,
the hon. Member for Berbice River (¥Mr.
Elenzar) is correct. I am very doubtful
whether flogging for poultry or plan-

Legistamive CouNcin

—Comimittee 198

tain stealing would help to give us all
the eggs, poultry and plantains we

require at the present time.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I know that this
Department is under severe pressure
and I am suggesting that an oflicer be
appointed, even if temporarily, for the
duration of the war. 1 am not doing so
on the grounds mentioned by the hou.
Member for Issequebo River (Mr.
Lee), ut we heard only yesterday from
one of the Heads of Departments that
ihe Law Officers are filled up with
work. There are Regulations concerning
the Department of Lands and Mines
and other Departments which mneed
revision, tightening up and moderniz-
ing, and it isx absolutely necessary that
someone  should be atfached to the
Attorney-General’s Office who would be
able to devote his attention entirely to
bringing up to date all this necessary
legislation. I therefore move that item
(e)—Clerical Bstablishment, $1,170—Dbe
increased by $2,400.

The CIIAIRMAN : I think. the
Treasurer has an amendment to move
which he will indicate now.

Mr. McDAYVID: I was about io speak
before the hon. Member for Berbice
River (Myr. Eleazar) rose to inform the
Council that this head was discussed
in Committee, and Members will remem-
ber that the question of providing some
extra money to enable the Attorney-
General to secure some assistance in
his office to relieve some of the burden
of work on him was raised and lef't
over for decision pending a discussion
with the Attorney-General. That dis-
cussion has now taken place and I am
instructed to ask leave to move in a
new item—1 f—Additional legal assist-
ance, $2,000.  This lump sum will be
nsed at the Attorney-General’s disere
tion in securing such necessary assist-
ance in his office as le thinks fit next
year.

Mr. ¢ V. WIGHT:  Why $2.0007
Wouldn’t that preclude the Attorney-



199 Estimates, 1943

General from obtaining the necessary
assistance over a longer period? Why
not $2400? The Crown Counsel com-
menced at that salary and I think the
appointment should be made on that
basis.  Even the Attorney-General’s
clerk gets $2,004.

The ATTORNEY-GIENERAL: The
difficulty is this: that in this building
the accommodation  is extremely
strained, and as we are situated at
present, cven if the momey is provided
it is impossible to provide oftice ac-
commodation for an additional lawyer.
It is true he could share chambers, with
cne of the Law Officers, but at present
that is impossible because each offficer
has at least eight interviews eacli day
and it is quite impossible to interview
people when there is another person in
the same room doing the same thing.
Whoever is appointed to act as a Law
Officer must have reference to the Liw
Giticers’ Library. In these days we are
myking a completely new International
Law, at least that which applies to
belligerents. The law relating to ship-
ping is completely different from what
it  was  three

years ago, i
you have to make vast notes from
certain Dooks published in Ineland
and make still more wuse of certain
documents  which come from the

Admiralty Court in Ingland through
tlie Admiralty itself and from the
Colonial @flice. Anybody who comes
to the Law  Officers’ chambers would
liave to amswer at a moment’s notice
by teleplione questions which in pcace-
time are put in writing. You get a
teleplione message from a IPort Officer:
“Is be an enemy alien or not?* You
have to answer that then and
there, and with due respect to prac-
titioners I say that nobody coming in
there at present could answer that
question in many cases until he has had
a chance to read all those documents on
the subject. Thereflore, to bring an
extra man in we must put him in the
existing chambers or very near. The
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present chantbers are already congested .
and so much so that I will have next
Year to borrow library space elsewhere.

As  regards office accommodation
cutside those chambers, Members ave
aware that we are overcrowded and
congested now, and I think, sir, you
nentioned in this Council two days
ago the fact that you intend te Dbring
the T.ocal  Government Department
down to this Dblock of buildings. There-
fore, great changes will have to Dbe
snlade, and  when these changes arve
made T hope one small room may be
provided for the Law Officers. In that
ciare I should welcome an additional
Law Officer here; but at present, al-

though .the money is provided, we
cannot  provide the accommodation.
The amount I have asked for is the

round figure of $2,000. What T had in
view is this: that there are three cham-
bers which are at present occupied, but
the Crewn Counsel only spent six
weeks in chambers last year. During
the rest of the year he was in
Essequebo.  The Assistant Attorney-
General  spent just six months in
Comrt  in  Georgetown, Berbiee, and
chambers, and during the other half of

the vear he was also in Cowrt. It is
obvious that if one of those two
officers — the  Assistant  Attorney-
General would De the one—could Dhe

relieved of Court duties and he would
e in chambers the full year it would,
be of very material assistance. I asked
for this $2.000 in ovder to he able to
brief counsel who could appear at the
Rerbice and Essequebo sessions  and
afford much desired relief, to the other
Law Officers.

Mr. WIGHT: T take it that the
Attornev-General does mnot propose to
put an  assistant in  the Deartment
jteelf, hut that this money will be used
for assistance in the Courts.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: T do
not wish to be bound hand and foot hy
ihie wording of the item. Before the
war all the big Colonies had legal
draftemen, Lut during the war, owing
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1o the vast amount of legal drafting to
be done, a great number off Colonies,
including our neighbours in the West
indies, have appointed draughtsmen. If
during the coming year it is found
necessary we might have a temporary
dranghtsman, in which case the wording
of this item would, I hope, cover that.

Mr. LIEIS: I would suggest that if
one of the officers in  the Magisterial
Department is  appointed who has
already had training in drafting, it
would De mnecessary to appoint a

temporary Magistrate, and it would
certainly  require more than $2,000.

Such an arrangement would Dbe more
efficient 1wrom the point of view of the
office as well as parties concerned. I
suggest that the sum De increased to
$2,400 in case my suggestion is
adopted.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I think the Attor-
ney-General has amply met the situa-
tion. 1f counsel can Dbe found to do
the outside work, which has been done
on previous occasions, then the officer
holding the substantive office would be
able to remain in chambers to do
drafting work.

Mr. C. V. WIGIIT: I would leave
the figure at $2,000 as suggested by the
Attorney-General.

Item put, and agreed tos

LocAL GOVERNMENT,

Myr. MceDAVID: There are a number
of amendments which are set out in
detail on page 3 of the IFinance Com-
mittee's report, totalling  $11,440.
Members know, of course, that the
reason for these amendments is the
introduction of a new District centred
at Bartica, and the proposal to station
a  District  Officer at Leguan. The
matter was fully discussed in IFinance
Committee. T move that the Head

be approved at the figures printed, plus
$11,400.
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Tre CIHAIRMAN: Members of the
Council whe attended the meectings of
the IFinance Committee are fairly well
aware of the details of this proposal.

Mr. BLEAZAR : My friend on my
right (Mr. deAguiar) has almost fright-
cned me into saying nothing under this
Head, but I have so much to say about
it. T am wondering whether Your

Excellency will not leave out the addi-

tional Commissioner. These Commis-
sioners are not doing all that iy
expected of* them. What we expecte:d

when the s‘vstem.of District Adminis-
tration was introduced Dby Sir Ceeil
Rodwell and left half-way Dy Sirv
Gordon Guggisberg has not inspired us
with any great confidence in what they
are doing. We know what District
Commissioners are in other places, and
1 suppose Your Iixcellency has in mind
ihe same functions for those here. A
District Commissioner lhere is simply
an officer of the Tocal Government
Board. e has to send to headquarters
for nearly everything. Ile is supposed
to be the man on the spot, but if the
man on the spot cannot settle a matter
but has 1o refer it to headquarters,
what is the advantage? Tt leads to a
tremendous amount of ved tape. The
system is unsuited to this Colony.

I am told that Your Excellency has
in mind the placing of a new Commis-
sioner at Bartica. T am not sure
whether that should mnot be allowed
to pass, because it is not easy for a
man at Bartica to communicate with
headquarters, but if the Commissioner
is mot given the power to act on his
cwn what advantage would be gained by
placing him there? Speaking generally,
T do not think these Commissioners arve
giving all that .is required of them.
First of all, they have mot the power,
and their duties overlap those of other
officers. They have no control over
the Village Councils, which need not
{ake their advice if they do mnot wish
te. There is no justification fhr a
Commissioner on the Fast Coast and
much less for one in Georgetown. The
District Commissioners in this Colony
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are a joke as compared with what we
know them to Dbe in other countries.
It seems to me that when we blunder
in this Colony we do not vetract but
seek to perpetuate the wrong by resort-
ing to all sorts of dodges. ~ When the
scheme was inaugurated it was said
by Government that a great saving
would be effected, but Your Excellency

will be astounded to see what the cost
is now.

Tur CITAIRMAN: As T am primavily
responsible for the proposal toy put a
Commissioner at Bartica T will take
this opportunity to reply to the hon.
Member’s remarks now.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I said there was
some justification for that because
Bartica is far from Georgetown.

Tur CITAIRMAN : T would like to
take this opportunity to put on record
the reason why the proposal was put
forward. We discussed it fully in
Iixecutive Council and in  Finance
Committee but we can also record our
views in the proceedings of the

Council. I went up to this district of
the Colony last March, T think. I
have heard a great deal in this

Colony about mal-administration heing
the root of all our troubles. T am
not going to say anything about the
rest of the Colony, but T have never in
31 years’ colonial administration seen
such a lack of administration as I
found iu that part of the Colony.
When T got to; Bartica T found a 3rd
class clerk in charge of the office there.
His jurisdiction extended over a dis-
tance of two or three miles, and heyond
that right up to the Venezuelan
frontier, which must be 15,000 square
miles, there is simply no administration
at all. There is some administration
in respect of mining and forestry, and
a Magistrate goes up at extraovdinary
inconvenience and waste of time to
Tiold Court ecvery other month, but
administration generally is non-existent.
At every place I stopped—at 112 Miles,
108 Miles, Potarn, Tumatumari, and
Bartica-—people collected and wanted to
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see the Governor. They said they would
like to have this and that done for them
and a little Dbit of advice from the
Department of Agriculture. There was
no machinery whatsoever, and my
only reply to them could be *“ Come
10 Georgetown or write a letter to
Georgetown.”

On the other side of the picture
found the District Commissioner of
West Denlerara whose district extends
from Wismar and Christianburg on the
Demerara river right across to the
Iissequebo river and including Bartica
itself. What I am proposing, therefore,
is that.we have a separate administra-
tion of the Bartica area with the
maximum degree of decentralization
and co-ordination with the Department
of Lands and Mines and the Forestry
Departments, so that the functions of
those Departments might be carried on
as much as possible on the spot. The
proposal goes much further than the
mere posting of a District Commis-
sioner at Bartica. Ife will be an officer
who has had experience of the district
and of Lands and Mines work, and the
Land Officer in Essequebo will go to
Bartica and work in the closest
co-operation with him. In short, the
Department of Lands and Mines and
the Local Governnient Department will
work in the closest possible co-opera-
tion.

I think the proposal has met with
the general acceptance of those Mem-
bers who have had the opportunity of!
discussing it in IFinance Committee.
It is not tremendously expensive be-
cause we take a Dbit of it from the
Department of Lands and Mines itself.
Tt is going to help to some extent the
Aagisterial work, saving a good deal of

“time without interfering with the actual

wark of the Magistrate. T thought it
useful to explain it here and now.
Here again is this settlement on the
Bartica road almost without any decent
cuidanee at all. T bave not seen such
a had example of the abuse of land. and
such lhopeless work heing done as there
—work which might have heen directed
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much more usefully. We are trying to
do that now, and this nmew machinery
will help us to do that too.

Mr. JACOB: I do not share the view
expressed Dby the hon. Member for
Berbice (Mr. IEleazar). In so far
as my district is concerned I lhave
received very few, if any, complaints as
regards the District Administration
there. On  the contrary I think the
distriet iz very well administered by
1he Commissioner there, but I have
received complaints from other parts of
the (olony, and the vemarks T made
under T.ands and Mines and the
Secretariat regarding co-operation and
s0 on, particularly in regard to the
granting of appliecations for Crown
lands  and co-operation Dbetween the
reople and the District Administration,
apply particularly to the Demerara and
Rerbice distriets. T do not think there is
much complaint about IEssequebo, but
there are certainly definite and genuine
complaints and grievances in Demerara
and Berbice.

If there was a Dletter understanding
between the Distriet Commissioners and
the publie, particularly the farming
public, this Colony would make pro-
gress more rapidly. I know that
people have to ga to the District
Adminjstration  Office  several days,
travelling many miles, and return to
their hontes without having anything
dane. That happens on the Iast and
West Coasts of Demerara, and on the
Corentyne Coast and New Amsterdam.
I do urge that the needs of the people
be more carefully considered by the
several Cemmissioners in Demerara
and Berbice.

I would like to take this oppontunity
to refer to item (7) on page 27. 1
thought there might have Dbeen some
proposal in connection with that item
hut T have nat heard anyv. I think the
FFinance Committee suggested certain
things:

Mr. MeDAVID: Is the hon. Member
referring to the proposal with respect
to a personal allowance?
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Mr. JACOI3: Yes.

Mr. MeDAVID: That is in the report
of the Finance Committee and is being
adopted.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I wish to thank
you, sir, for the explanation you have
given with regard to Dartica. The
conditions you have seen there call for
a Commissioner, but you did not find
cne there. In Georgetown there is a
Commissioner where there is no need
for ome.

Mr. LAING (Cemmissioner of Local
Government) :  There is very little 1
lhave to say, because there has not been
a great deal of criticism of the work of
ihe Department. The hon. Member for
Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar) has fre-
quently in this Council expressed his
views on the system of District Admin-
istration. The system was introduced
for the purpose of co-ordinating all the
efferts of the various Government
Departments in the districts, and 1
think it has bheen very successflul.
With regiard to the District Commis-
sioner in Georgetown, whom my friend
dees not consider mecessary T  must
point out that the District Commissioner
{for Georgefown is a misnomer, because
Georgetown is administered by a Muni-
cipality. ITis distriet, however, embraces
the East Bank, and his work in George
town is mwore that of a revenue officer.
He collects a very considerable amount
of inland revenue in the City.

The hon. Member {lor Berbice River
{Mr. Eleazar) and the hon. Membey for
North-Western District  (Mr. Jacob)
niade reference to delays in dealing
with applications for Crown lands. 1
am ready to admit that delays do oceur,
but it is very difficult to proceed more
speedily with those applications. They
as a rule cover arcas very remote from
public roads, and they are usually
applications for grants of Crown lands
many miles up river, and places very
difficult of access. TUnless the appli-
cants  can  give the District Commis-
sioner a complete description of the
land he wishes to occupy it means
inspection of that land.
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Another point is that the work of
the Depariment of TLands and Mines
has not been completely -decentralized.
While the District Commissioner has
a record of all the names of lessees of
Crown land in his district so s to
enable him to collect Crown lands
revenue, he has mot in his distriet
the stock sheets which show the
unoccupied Crown lands available.
Therefere, before an application can be
eranted it has to be sent down to the
Departiment of Lands and Mines in
Georgetown  to  ascertain from the
records there whether the land is
available or not. In many ecases the
Iand has then to be inspected. There-
fore there must be a certain amount of
delay  in  that respect. Tt may e
possible Taler on to improve the system,
but of cenrse that will mean additional
cxXpense.

The hon. Member for North-Western
District made a remark yesterday in
connection with applications for Crown
lands made to {lie District Commis-
siomer for East Demerara. I under-
stood him to say that thosge applica-
tions were veferred to a certain person
whom he would not name. I was not
clear as te the hon. Member's meaning
and T communicated with the District
Conmmmissioner concerned  who assured
me that the applications for Crown
lands made to him were sent to no
other person than myself or the Com-
missioner of Tands and Mines. If the
hen. Member desires  any  further in-
formation T would be glad to supply
him  with  what information I have.
Your Excellency has already explained
in detail the need {for stationing an
c¢ificer at Bartica to control the Potaro-
Mazaruni-Cuyuni District.

Mr. ¢ V. WIGIHT: Arising out of
the remarks of the hon. Commissioner
of Lecal (tovernment in reply to the
hon. Member for DBerbice River in
connection  with the abolition of the
post ef District  Commissioner fow
Georgetown, could not the revenue-
collecting duties of the District Com-
missioner for Georgetown be handed
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over to the proper authorities who
now administer the City, as stated by
the Commissioner of TLocal Govern-
ment? (laughter).

Mr. JACOBRS: I am glad for this
opportunity to advise my hon. friend,
ihe Commissioner of Local Government,
that if he would kindly consult the
Yeferverwagting - Triumph Ratepayers’
League he would get certain valuable
information concerning the matter I
referred to vyesterday. I see the hon.
Member {or Central Demerara (Mr.
de Aguiar) is laughing. I know as a
matter of fact that certain correspond-
erce has passed between those people
and the District Commissioner for Ioast
Demerara, and the whole thing has
Dheen very unsatisfactorily dealt with.
Yesterday I was glad to hear from the
Commissioner of Tands and Mines that
applications fer Crown TLands have
uot only to go to him but to three
or four other bodies or parties. Tor
day the hon. Commissioner of! Local
Government says they are only sent
1o the District Commissioner and to
ihe Commissioner of Lands and DMines.

There is a conflict. I am sure those
applications have to go to several
other places. I think the hon. Com-

missicner of Tocal  Government has
not given the exact information to-day.
I know as a matter of fact there are
necessary details to be seen after. not
only by the Oflicer of the Lands and
Mines Department. An Officer of the
District Commissioner’s Office has to
inspect the land and satisf'y himself
that everything is there. But there
are cerfain other red tape formalities
to be observed. There must be a cer-
tain amount of red tape, but there is
far too much of it and that has
resulted in  decreasing production,
especially  faod production, all these
vears.  This Department must shake
off all the shackles. it has. It has
several shackles. The District Com-
missioners  must do  their job. The
Commissioner of Lands and Mines
must do his job, and the Secretariat will
ihereby not Dbe Dburdened as well as
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other people. Let each  Department
do its job and yeu will have a smoother

local government.

Mr., LAING: T am gratefnl flor the
information and may say that I spoke
ta an Executive Officer of the Triwmplh-
Beterverwagting Ratepayers’ League
only vesterday, but he gave me none of
ihe information I wanted. However,
I will speak to him again and, T hope,
get  what the hon.  Member  has
described as “valuable infopmation.”

Mr. JACOB: For record sake T may
state  that if the hon. Commissioner
would ask the District Commissioner
for Iast Demerara (Mr. Nevin) for
the letters lie received from f{he
Beterverwagting - Trinmph Ratepayvers’
League in regard to the applications
for Crown Lands, the matter would be
taken a stage further.

The CHAIRMAN: It is recorded.

Head

passed as amended.

MagisTrATES.

Mr. MeDAVID (Colonial Treasurer) :
Under {this Head there is a minor
amendnent  recommended , by the IMin-
ance Committee resulting in a redue-
tion of the total vote Ly $456. That
is  the result of the deletion off the
sub-item “Bailiff, Mazaruni”. The total
of the Head is $76,892.

Mr. C. V. WIGIIT: There are just
cne or two points I would like to
raise under this Ilead. The first is
the salary or salaries of each Magis-
trate or the Magistrates. I attended
1the meetings of the TFinance Committee
throughout and we have seen in the
Estimates that there are quite a few
aifices in
Tilace.

which increases have taken
There is mo meed to mention
each and everyvone, hut as an example
there was one in the Colonial Scere-
tary’s Office. The professional man, as
was stated Dby the lhon. Nominated
Member, Mr. Jacksom, has to acquire
his profession at some con-
siderable expense. Ie then sits on the
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Magisterial Benclhi  and has certain
responsibilities, but he is only paid at
the rate eff %200 per month rising
cventually to $3,720 per annum. It is
considered that  comparisons are
adious, but can vou say that in respect
of a professional man of that standing,
when increases all arcund are bheing
sought and handed out, when theve is
mereased  expenditure  of living and
otherwise, when in certain cases that
Officer  is stationed  in an oullying
gistrict, and is really the head of the
whole administrative structure in that
district and hax to Dbear certain
Lurdens and to bear them cheerfully
whether he desires to do %0 or not?
There is a guestion T would like to ask
and it is whether it is proposed by
yovernment to increase or strengthen
the Magisterial Department, and if 0
when isx it going to take effect.

The other point is somewhat similar
though, perhaps, in another direction.
I touches generally and not specifical-
Iy the particular Officer to whom 1
refer in the sense t(hat there are
tremendous anomalies which, I think,
can be obviated and should be obviated
by the Promotions Board: T am noi
going to concern myselt, even if the
answer is given, with such an answer
as a particular Officer is too old for
sromotion or a particular Officer has

not got the mnecessary academical
qualification for promotion. There is
an Officer in this Department in

Georgetown about whom certain hon.
Members here can speak, who has for
years—I think I am correct in saying
it is a matter of!f eight or nine years,
but I speak subject to correction—
served as a most efficient clerk in that
Department though lie was only cate-
gorized as a Bailiff. TIIe was, how-
cver, -never promoted though as a
matter of fact his case was placed hy
certain Memhers on  the TIlxecutive
Council before Government. Te still
remaing a Bailift doing the dnties of
a Clerk. T observe, as was explained
in Tinance Committee, there is to he
a Class TI. Officer appointed to the
Georgetown Magistrates’ Office.  Does
that mean that the Officer I have
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referred to will refuwrn to his substan-
tive post as a Bailiff?  1f that is so,
I say it is an injustice to the par-
ticular Officer who has mnot only
served in {he last War but has given
Gavernment. service in a capacity the
benefits of which he does not enjoy in
lis substantive post as a Bailiff. Tihink

the lon. Member for New Amster-
dam (Mr. Woolford) can support

that, also the hon. Member for Isse-
quebo River (Mr. Lee), and the hon.
Member  for  Georgetown South (Mr.
Gensalves). T do mot see any other
Lion. Member present. who is a legal
practitioner, except the hon. Member for
Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar) who con-
fines  his  practice  to  Berbice. Tt
seems, Sir that of all the cases placed
on the Ilstimates at this Session this
Qificer’s cage deserves the earnest and
most seriens consideration of Govern-
ment. As T have said, T do not feel
it is the duty of lhon. Members here
te plead the cause off any particular
Officer unless it comes within the
general scope of his observation.

Mr. LIEIZ: T would like to support
the plea of the hon. Member.

T ATTORNEY-GENERAL (M.
Pretherce) : There is one point T desire
te refer to, and that is the question
of the salaries of Magistrates. IHon.
Members will remember that at the
meeling of the Council in 1939 and
towards the end off 1940 the same
cuestion  was  Dbrought up, and last
year five hon. Members of this Council
cot up lhere and spoke in support of
the fact that the
underpaid  compared  with certain
other Officers of the Government.
The hon. Member fer New Amsterdam
slressed the point, and in answering I
said that T would look into the matter
In  that very month—December—I
wrote to Jamaica, Trinidad and the
Windward Islands  asking for the
conditions of service of' the Magistrates
there and if there were any proposed
changes in those conditions of service,
and also for anything that might be
useful to assist us in. arriving at a

Magistrates are
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conclusion in regard to the salarvies of
Magistrates in this Colony. Owing to
difficulty of communication due to the
War 1 did not receive a reply until
March this year, and in April I put
up cerlain recommendations to the
Receretary  of  State  through  Your
Iixcellency advocating that the Magis-
1r:1lcs'.<l.1nnl(l receive a higher rate of
salary scales which were mentioned,
and I also recommended that one
additional Senior Magistrate should be
appointed.  As the salaries of the
Assistant  Attorney-General and  the
Crown Counsel are in a manner related
to the salarvies of the Magistrates, I
also recommended that their salarvies
should be increased.

Those recommendations went to Ilis
Excellency the Governor who put them
to  the Exccutive Council and they
were  supported  unanimously.  They
were sent to the Secretary of State
Dy Air Mail in the month of May, but
we received no reply for weeks after
and T  assumed that, for reasons. I
will  mention later Dhut not affecting
ihis matter, they were taking certain
action. That is impertant in view of
my answer te any question which T
kiiow is going to De raised. In a
month a reply came from the Secre-
tary of State regarding the salaries of
Magistrates. The Secretary of State
said what was in effect said in the
House of Lords in June this vear, and
ihat was that he proposed to intraduce
a scheme for all these Colonial Depart-
ments unifving their salaries, so that
those Officers in wealthy Colonies will
receive the same salarvies as those in
the less wealthy Colonies. Consequent-
Iv there will be no transfer from one
(‘nl(\)ﬁ_\' to another for the purpose of
cbtaining an increased salary. In
view of that lie (Secretary of State)
preferred  that the reconmmendations
1egarding the salaries of Magistrates
in this Colony be not pressed now but
left until after the War. IIon. Mem-
bers  will realize the effect of what
that means “After the War’”. It will
take some time after the War to work
out sowe unified scheme and some
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further time to get all the Colonies
concerned 1o agree to it. That des-
patch puts oft the proposal to increase
the Magistrates’

salaries for some
vears. This Government has in fact
put  forward new recommendaiions,

backed by the Executive Council and
by Your Ixcellency with wyour full
power, for this increase in salary
which have not yet been considered.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : T am glad for
1lie explanation given by the hon. and
learned Attorney-General. It seems
that this request has the full support
not only of Your Iixcellency but also
of the Executive Council, the ITead of
the Depariment (the hon. and learned
Attorney-General), and this Counecil,
but there ix one point T would like
to make in reply to the point made by
the hon. and learned  Attorney-
General about the statement made in
the TTouse of Lords. There are several
details to be worked out in relation to
the scheme as proposed. Tn certain of
the Islands these posts are net entirely
confined to legal requirements. In
certain places, T Dbelieve and I speak
subject to correction, the Attorney-
General is a sort of Colonial Secretary.
Administrater, and all Kinds of things.
Then one has to take into considera-
tion the question of) the cost of living
in the varions Colonies and the fact
that the dutiex are less in some of the

smaller Islands. The cost of living.
Liouse rent, and the cost of various
other items are much below that of

this Colomny. There is also the ques-
tion of promotion. At the moment we
have had very little promotion abroad
from this particular Department. I
think  we have anly had eme within
the last fifteen years. I speak subject
to correction. T think the Officer is
now in Jamaica; he got promotion
and increased salary. The question of
promotion will mnaturally have some
bearing on the question of salaryv. and
it the question of salary is now to be
unified then our local men will have a
much better opportunity of getting
greater promotion. In other words a
man drawing £500 a year here can Dle
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transferrved to one of the small Islands
at the same salary. It will be pro-
motion in the sense that he will be
able to save more, but if he is drawing
a much greater salary here then he
will mot Dbe promoted there but to
some Dbigger Colony and to some bigger
pest.  The Magisterial Bench in this
Colony is comprised of local men, and
a much greater oppariunity  will  Dbe
afforded them flor promotien to bigger
posts if their salaries are increased.

My, ELEAZAR: Sir, T am almost
astounded at the reply we have goi
from the Secretary of State in rexpect
¢l this maiter. T suggest to Govern-
ment and to this Council that we
request  Your Excellency to infoprm
the Secretary of State tor the Colonies
that these men’s increase of salary is
100 long overdue, war or mo-war and
whether there is to be a unified scheme
or not. A Magistrate who goes to a
University and (ualifies as a Barrister
should sit on the Bench and receive
a  salary of $200 a  month, while
a Labeur Inspector who is having a
lazy job gets the same <=alary. The
thing is astounding to see Junior
Solicitors in the Magistrates’ Courts
with five or six or seven briefs twice
or 1lree times a week ecarning an in-
come per month far greater than the
monthly salary of the Magistiate be-
fore whom thex plead. $200 a month
is  absolutely inadequate. Tt is so
inadequate that one can havdly con-
ceive how Gavernment can tolerate it.
I am =so pleased to learn that the
Ioxecutive Council, the hon. and learned
Attorney-General, and Your Txcelleney
have represented this matter to the
Secretary of State for the Colmies
who, T think, does not know the cxact
position. That is how T view the
reply, as ecoming from one who is not
ait fait with conditions in the Colomy.

Take for instance the Magistrate in
Berbice. e has to travel at times
47 miles before hie can commence work
in the morning and 47 miles when he
is finished in the aftermoon. On Mom-
day he has to travel 28 miles—14 miles
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to the Court and 14 miles back from the
Court; on Wednesday he travels 34
miles—17 miles to Whim and 17 miles
back; on Thursday he travels 47 miles

to  Springlands and 47 miles back.
That man at the end of the day
has dome all that travelling apart

from the duties he has to perf'orm on
the Bench, and all for $200 a month.
In the old days $200 a month was
altractive to those men, as $1 could
have given as much goods as can Dbe
liad to-day for $3. There is no ques-
tion about that. When it has become
necessary to-day to appoint an Officer
who has mno special gqualification at
2200 a month, vou can at emece see how
inadequate that salary is for a man
who has to go and qualify for his

post. T am asking Yonr Excellency to
get an expression eof cgpinion  from

1his Conncil to the Secretary oft State
for the Colonies and to say that with
all due deference to his reply nnder
local conditions—cost of living and
evervthing else—a man must become
disgruntled in his job if he is told to
wait 2 or 3 vears. T{ the Secretary of
State is too busy now to go into the con-
ditions in the different Islands, Your
Excellency is placed here as Repre-
sentative of ITis Majesty the King and
when you have made a survey of the
whole - local situation yeur word hack-
ed by the word of! the Members of the
Executive Council, vour advisers, and
of the Members of this Council, should
be stronger than that of any Clerk in
the Colonial Office or of the Secretary
of State himself. We have had three
Recretaries of State for the Colonies
in the last three years—TLord Moyne,
Tord Crarnborne, and Mr. Stanley.

The position is serious. It is grave.
Those of us who practise befere the
Magistrates” Courts know it. I some-
times feel ashamed when T see certain
Counsel appearing befare the Magis-
trate once or twice and think what it
means 1o the Magistrate. When
addressing Tis Worship and His
Worship does not go along with him
Counsel looks at him with contempt
as much as te say “This pettifogging
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fellow wants to put himself against
me.” That is how it looks. Te does
not say it but does so in lLis heart.
You ecannot put a man in a position
where he can Dbe looked upon with
contempt by others. The Magistrates
are amongst the worst paid Govern-
ment Officials in the Colony. What is
200 a month te those men when they
have to pay Tncome Tax and other bills?
There are very few Junior Barristers or
very few Junior Solicitors in the Colony
to-day who do not earn that awount.
The Magistrates get next to nothing as
salary and it is not commensurate with
the work they have to do. The work-
man is worthy of his hire. T Dbelieve
that with the sanction of this Council
and of your advisers Your Excellency
can see vour way to again write and
Secretary of State that
this  matter is of a pressing nature
and cannot stand waiting. Tt is ureent
and should be locked after at omnce.

Trur CHAIRMAN: T am always
lhearing about the rising cost of admin-
istration. That is in general, but I
have come to particular Heads and
the hon. Member tries to get some-
body’s salarv raised or some special
appointment made in Berbice. Yester-
day he was rightly against retrench-
ment in the \Educnt_ion Department.
Tt is true that T supperted the
Attormey-General’'s recommendation on
the Magistrates’ pay, but vou know
there is such a thing as supply and
demand. During the last eight years
that I Thave Deen Governor in the
Colonies T have feaund that there are
Barristers to be picked up like “Dlack-
birds” for such position in one case at
a salary of €250 a year. I cau guar-
antee to get six qualified Barristers
to-marrow for the post of Magisirate
at the existing pay. Just think of
sapply and demand. Tt is the easiest
qualification tce get in the world and
the lowest in standard. T speak as a
Parrister.  You must remember that
if you want these men of - special
qualification they are fairly easy to get.
Tt is quite a different thing to if you
vant  engineers. You will have
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to pay the engineers ' double the
salary because they are not
s0 easily to be had. Ilowever,
I willingly accepted the advice of the
Executive Council and supported and
despatched the recommendatiom.

Mr. ELICAZATR: T did not think the
Government wonld descend so low as to
commercialize the Service beeause there
are many men to be got for the job. T
think the workman is worthy of his
hire.

The CHATRMAN: Terhaps that is
why T agree to the Attorney-General's
recommendation.

Mr. LEE: I wonld like it to be
recorded that first of all T certainly
protest against the Secrelary of State
for the Colonies dirvecting against what
is a unanimons vote of this Council.

The CITATRMAN:
{hat altogether. TTe has not directed. The
Secretary of State returned a very rea-
sonable reply which T shall take this
epportunity ta explain. Tt is intended
1o get away from this extreme dilficulty
that the small Colonies particularly are
experiencing in getting fnlly qualified
or the best people for the difficult jobs.
Tn this Thnified Service this question
af salary will no longer be an obstacle
in getting the best man. That is to sav,
the poor Colonv will be able to get as
eaod men as the rich Colony, becanse
the pay will be the same. Tow that is
to be dome T do mot know, but it was
said in the ITouse of Lords that it will
Dbe at the expense of the Tmperial Gov-
ernment. The Tmperial Treasury may
have a better scheme in mind than we
lhave recommended, but it is anite open
10 us to continue diseussing the matter.
T must peint out that we are under the
Treasmy’s  control and, it does mnot
matter what vote you put through, it is.
subjeet to their serutiny.

Mr. TEE: May I enquire whether any
indication has Dbeen given with refer-
ence to the scale of salaries te be given?

The CHATIRMAN: Yes, but the hon.
Member is wrong in saying that it is a
vote of this Council. It was not a vote
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of this Council. It was only a discus-
sion. No vote of this Council is valid
tinless it is supported by me or has my
sanction.

Mr. LELE: Tt was not a vote! Tt was
a suggestion made by certain Elected
Members of this Council. Mayv I Dhe
informed as to the seale of salaries of
the Unified Service?

The CITAIRMAN: We can get them
and Tet you know.

Mr. LIEE: What T would like to point
out is that you have Members of this
Comncil accepting the view that the
Magistrates in this Colony arve doing a
lot of work and their salarvies are not
sufficient to meet their requirements
with the inereased cost of living. Tf that
ix s0o and Government has accepted
that view, then the Magistrates should
e given more salary. T fleel certain
ibat Government can find a wayv out
whereby their salaries ean be increased;
if not in the substantive pay, T would
suggest and sincerely hope—althoueh T
do not agree with the principle and al-
ways reject it—Government will see its
way to relieve them of their liouse rent
by giving them a TTouse Allowance. Tn
that way, although it will not Dhe an
increase of their substantive salary,
they will still be getting an  inerease
which will not  De pensionable and
which, T think, thix Ceuncil can vote
subjeet tn the sanction of the Treasury
in England. T suggest that an item be
placed on the Tstimates — “ITouse
Allowance for Magistrates throughout
the duration of the War.” T have no
figures showing the amount which will
Dbe requirved. but that can be given hy
the hon. Colonial Treasurer, as he
knows how mueh each and everyvone is
lLeing paid as TTonse Allowance. Tn that
way, Your Excellency., we will be
inereasing their emoluments.

I would also like to support the hon.
Menmber for Western Essequebo (Mr. C.
V. Wight) with respeet to that Bailiff
in Georgetown. T know personally that
he is a very efficient Officer and very
©obliging te the publie, and that he
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remains sometimes long after hours in
order to get through his work as a
Clerk in the Magistrates’ Office in
Georgetown. I can assure Your Excel-
leney that the work there has increased
tremendously, and the only drawback
ta his promotion is that he has not got
the scholastie cerfificate which is
required of Clerks in this branch of the
Service. T s=ay, Sir, that from his
experience there of over eight or mine
vears he is better qualified for the post
of Clerk to the Magistrate than any
new Class IT Officer who may be taken
from another Department and put
there, because things that he will be
able to do in five minutes that Class IT
Officer will take practically a half day
i do as the result of not having an
intimate knowledge of the work. I sug-
gest that tliis Bailiflf be promoted to a
Clerkship in the Magisterial Depart-
ment, although he has
with the educational requirements of a
certifieate.

Mr. JACOR: T am not going to plead
flor an inerease of salaries for the
Magistrates. T think a very strong case
has been made out for them. and I
agree that a Magistrate should not be
expected to live on $200 a month at this
{ime. 3ut T am going to plead a case
which, I think, is far stronger than that.
Tt is the case ef the Bailiff stationed in
the Nerth-Western Distriet who gets
$15 a month (laughter). T think that is
a stronger case than the Magistrates’
and it is the only one, I think, which
cannot be ignored. Tt is not going to he
considered too much if T suggest that he
be given a similar pay as 1he other
Bailiffs. T am not going to suggest the
seale $28S by $24 to $480. but that the
amount of $180 be increased to $283. 1
think that it an extremely reasonable
request for an extremely hard case. I
irust that mo Member ef this Council
will abject to that and further that the
amount will be placed on the Fstimates
te-day.

The CTIATRMAN: The hon. Member
will remember the discussion in Finance
Committee. We agreed thatf the amount
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seems to be low, but we did not know
whether he has other income
as well. The amount is  small and does
look low. The hon. Colonial Treasurer
will endeavour to find out that before
putting up a specific proposal.

Mr. JACOB: T can say that he gets
nothing else. TTe has no other source of
income and toes this work alone. 1
know it will take some time to find out.
Bbut in the meanwhile the amount may
Le placed on the Tstimates so that if
nothing is learnt by the hon. Colonial
Treasurer as to his doing other work
and getting other payv he will not he
penalised. T am afraid that if it is not
put on the Estimates now he will not
get it as from January. T must confess
that the matter had escaped me. last
vear. When it is considered that he daes
not even get as salary sixty cents (60c.)
per day which is the Subsistence Allow-
ance paid other Officers, T think that on
the whele it is an extremely hard case
and an extremely strong case to press
for {he immediate consideration of
Government.

Mr. MeDAYID (Colonial Treasurer):
T give the assurance that, if after
enquiry T find that the Officer has no
other source of income than this, T shall
make a strong recommendation—and T
have no donbt Government will accent
it — that his pay be at the minimum
rate as from the 1st January. T cannot
understand myself why the Officer is
not paid at the minimum rate of salary,
4988 rising by $24 to $480. There must
Iie seme explanaton for it.

Mr. De AGUTAR: T am a layman and
at no time attempt to join in a debate
with lawyers, but T do think this is one
of the matters T must support, althongh
T nmst say at ance that Iawyers arve’
peeple T keep very far away {from in
the course of my daily life. Tt seems to
nie that the question we have to con-
sider in the light of the information
given us Dby the hon. Attorney-General
—the reply received from the Seecretary
of State for the Colonies—is whether or
neit we should go back to the Seeretary
of State now and make further recom-



291 Rstimates, 1943

mendations in this matter. T may say
at the very begiunning, though T am one
of those Members who probably feel
tempted te do a little more than that at
the moment, that T do appreciate the
point mentioned by Your Excellency
that this Conncil is unable to initinte
any money vote unless with the sanec-
tion' of the Chair, but T may take ihis
opportunity to point oul that the Section
of the Law which gives that power is
not happily worded. Very ofien Members
are fempted to exceed what theyv con-
sider the privilege of this Council, which
is the one controlling the initiation of
money votes, It states very clearly :

“The Council shall not pass. nor shall
the Governor assent to, any law, vote,
or resolution the ohject or effect of
which may bLe to impose any tax or
dispose of or charge any part of the
public revenue. or to revoke, alter or
vary any such disposition or charge,
unless such law, vote, or resolution
shall have been proposed by, or by the
direction of, or shall have the exnress
approval of the Governor. But subject
to the foregoing exceptions it shall he
competent for any Member of the
Council to propose any question for
debate therein. and such question, if
seconded by any other Member, shall
be debated and disposed of according
to the Standing Rules and Orders.”

T am not a legal man but iff hon.
Members reading that Section feel they
are privileged in a discussion of this
kind to move an amendment and that
amendment is  properly seconded., if
seems to me that the amendment will
bHe in the form of a resolution and will
carry the same weight.

The CITAIRMAN:  Oh, ves. I have
never apposed that, as yvon know.

Mr. De AGUIAR: In view of the re-
marks made Dby the various hon.
Members who have spoken, it appears
16 me that though the matter so far
Iias Deen fully represented to the Secre.
tary of State for the Colonies he seems
not to have understood the position as
well as we do here. How are we going
to get him to wnderstand it? Of course
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that is mot a matter for me, but I can
hardly conceive that there is any com-
parvison in the main between the grades
of salavies paid to Magistrates and
those paid to unlettered men in the
other hrinches of the Serviee. Yon have

only to leok at the salarvy grades of-
Chiel Clerks and Senior Clerks and
quite receutly, DPrincipal Clerks and

place them alongside the salary grades
of 1the Magistrates under this ITead to
see the inequality of the salavies. I have
every regard for the snggestion put tor-
ward to wait until the Unified Scheme
is prepared, but, as the hon. Attorney-
(fencral has rightly pointed out and we
accept that, at lTeast T personally do, it
will take some time to bring that
scheme into being. This matter has been
discussed in this Couneil fer the last
three or Tour yvears, that is my recollec-
tion, and vet we have to stand by and
wail until some scheme is put up which
will take five or ten or possibly fifteen
years to come into being. The point I
wish to make is this. Ts there any justi-
fication for the preseut seales of
salaries paid to the Magistrates? Tf the
answer is in the negative then it seems
that some immediate action should be
taken.

The CITATIRMAN: T would just like
to answer one or two peints. T wonld
ILike te inform hon. Members that for
some months T tried to get the Imperial
Treasury control removed from this
Colony, even before we knew that we
weuld balance our Budget this year. I
got a reply, which was quite sympathe-
tic, to leave it until the present Budget.
T am not without hope of getting rid of
this incubus. T am perfectly prepared
to put this particular thing up again.
T remember T was asked for the actunal
figures in respect of the proposal, and
in the despateh that T put up the pro-
posal was to make the maximum £700
instead of £600 which it is now, and
also to create a third post of Senior
Magistrate with pay up to £300 which
is the rate now for a Resident Magis-
trate in Jamaica.

Myr. GONSALVES: I wish to join my
legal confreres in this Council in ex-
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pressing disappointment at the decision
of the Secretary of State in connection

“with this matter, and I wish to condole

with the hon. Attorney-General in the
disappointment which T am sure he has
in not getting snpport on the other side
in regard to the recommendations which
he has pnt up. T think #hose of: ns who
are legal Members of this Council owe
il to him te extend him .some kind of
sympathy, because we have alwayvs out-
side this Council attributed delay or
any drawback in connection with this
Department to lack of inferest on the
part of the Attornev-General in putting
up recemmendations to Government for
the improvement of the Department and
of the entire Judicial Departments. T
understood Your Excellency to sav that
the poor pay in the Colonies is responsi-
Dble for the appointment off poor men. I
presume  Your Iixcellency refers to
analified men in regard to this particu-
lIar branch of {lie Service. T was sorry
to hear that, but at the same time it
made me wonder whether there was anv
trmth in that, having regard to the
criticism vou  just made in regard to
appointments to posts of that nature.

The CITATRMAYN: T was not referr-
ing particularly te this Colony. T made
a g@eneral  remark. That is  one
of the weaknesses under which the poor
('olonies labour.  They are unable to
offer attractive salaries fo men snitable
for the jebs.

Mr. GOXNSATLVES: T understand
from Your Txcellency that the smaller
Celonies arve suffering as a better pay-
ing Colony cannot send on to a poorer
paying Colony anything it has got. It
lias been a criticism of this Colemy that
appointments np to a few years back
have not been of -‘the best. The thought
ocenrred to me when Your Txcellency
made the remark in regard to the gnes-
ion of the Magistrates, why that
particular point is to De held over uniil
some decision is arrived at in regard to
salaries?

The CITATRMAN: I had intended
when I spoke vesterday to quote rela-
tive paragraphs eof the reply of the
Secretary of State. I will do so now;
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“The difficulties with which you are
at present faced in this matter in Brit-
ish Guiana are not likely to be solved
until after the War...

“I have in mind certain measures for

the post-war reorganization of the
Colonial Service and, if those should
eventually Le adopted, they would
assist the solution of your present
difficulties. I suggest that the present
matter should be deferred for the time
being.”

That does mot stop wus in any way
raising it again.

Mr. GONSALVES: I am glad to hear
that. In view of what Your Ixcellency
has said as regards the salary of a
Senior Magistrate in Jamaiea, it would
be well if the suggestion is accepted so
that it may Dbe possible to have it raised
ai the conxideration of the matter later.
As regards the question of an inade-
¢uate number of Magistrates, I may
state that {o a question recently asked
by me as to whether any complaint had
heen made Dby the Magistrates in
Georgetown in regard to excess work
T received the astcunding answer “No”.
T{ surprised me to hear that the Magis-
tfrates did mot complain nor was any
complaint received, when the complaint
is  bheing made by the Magistrates to
practitioners appearing before them of
their inability to hear cases any more
urgently than they have been able to do.
Those of us who practise in Georgetown
—T think all of ns do with the ex-
ception of the hon. Member for Berbice
River (Mr. Eleazar) who rvestricts his
practice to that part of the Colony—
know that cases are fixed one month or
two- months ahead. If the Magistrates

are able to get through their work as

they should, there should Dbe no
necessity to postpone cases for so long
a time. The answer given to my ques-
{ion on that score was that measures
1o liquidate the arrears of work of the
Courts had Dbeen the subject of dis-
cussion  Dbetween the Magistrates and
the Attorney-General on several ocea-
sions. T would like to appeal to the
lion. ‘Attorney-General that, if those dis-
cussions have bornme any fruit at all



225 Kstimaies, 19483

and they have worked out on ihe side
that an addifional Magistirate or some
assistance is necessary, the decision he
put into effect as early as possible, T
suppose it has passed the stage of dis-
cussion now. T would not like 10 (hink
the Tion.  Attornev-fencral  is one of
those  who ‘like 10 go on disenssing
without arrviving at some decision, If
lie hias had sueh discussions and he is
in favonr of the suggestion fhat some
assistanee is rvequirved, T Lope an eariy
decision wouldd he arvived at with the
view of gelting the congestion of work
in the Conyis relieved.

I observed in one of the newspapers

quite rvecently that the  Attorney-
ieneral paid a  visit  to the
Court-room at Vireed-en-TToop. Tt was
rather significant that it was made
a little after the Magistrate was
attacked by a man who had been
convicted. T hope the Attormev-General

i« not going to wait nntil one of the
Magistrates in Georgetown is atfacked
before he pavs a vicit to the Magis-
irates' Court in Georgetown and sees
what goes on there. T appeal to him
to pay a personal visit hoth to the
Criminal and Civil sides of the Court,
and T would suggest to him to do so
on days like Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday, when the Court is most eom-
gested and there is difficulty in regard
to the work., He would then see for
Tiimself and  be convineed as to the
necessity for that help.

With regard to the remark of the
hon. Member for North-Western Dis-
teiet (Mr. Jacob), T have to agree that
if that man disecharges the duties of
Lailiff there and has no other sonree
of income $15 a month is a very
inadequate «alary to pay especially to
one living in that part of the Colony.
Tt is said the rvevenune of the country
ix well off. No one disputes that. T
think {hen that the Bailif in the
North-West  Distriet  is - entitled  to
Dbetter treatment. ITix is a very strong
ase, as strong as that of any -other
in the Colony,
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Mr. TIUMPHRYS: T am
I am in time for
althongh T did not

-glad that
this debate fo-day,
know il was on

uinlil  when I oarveived. Youwr Toxcel-
Tenev rather gol me on my leegs wilh
the remark that one has to consider
snpply and demand inorespect of the
appointment  of  Magisirafes, With
that | entirely agree. Of counrse one
Tas 1o conxider  supply and demand

i respeet of all appoinimenis in {he
Governmen( Service.  While T am not
for one moment saying, nor am T pre-
pared to say, that the gualitication of
a Barvveister,  which Yomr TBxcelleney
ferms  {he  easiest  in the world to
obtain, ix the most diffienlt  or  the

casiest, you must Dear in mind {hat
it is not only fthe passing of examina-
tior« thai makes him a  usefnl pro-

fessional  man or otherwise. bul it
depends  on the  practice he has and
ithe expervience he gains, Tt muost e
horne in mind  {hat the laws and
regnlations of the Councils of fo-day
canmot be passed until the game have
heen examined by qualified Barvristers
bere. Tt is not fair (o sav that a man
only passes an examination which is
of easy (ualification and, therefore. the
salary he shounld get should he of a
very  moderate amomt. T do  not
think Your Txeellency went as far as
that. When it eomes to the question
of the =salavies of professional men
ivi this Colony. T think {lhe medieal
nen are disgracefully paid. There s
no doubt in my mind abeut that .As
regards the Mamistrates. apart from
their qualification these men have an
cnormons amount of work (o perform,
During the past flew weeks T had the
recessity (o vigif the Courts frequenilv,
and T was astounded to see on two
Aifferent  occasions  the  eongestion.
They have whal is ealled “Call Over
Nav.” One Magistrate lTiad 192 fresh
cases called in one day. T spoke to
Tim  and  found  out  that the week
hefore Tie had 200 fresh cases. Those
cases are called and the pleas taken,
and the not-guilfy ones are heavd at
length and determined. All {hat in-
volves a considerable amount of work.
T do feel that while the Magisirates
are  doing all  they can for a day’s
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work, a little more salary will give
ihiem an incentive to start work earlier.
They will do a hit more than thev are
doing, i{' they feel they are to De
compensated for the work they per-
form

T would like with Your Esxcelleney's
permission tg refer to the (Civil List
Ordinance, Chapter 52. There T find
ithat the amount provided for Magis-
trates is #33,000. but here the ytmost
of onr commitments, including 1ihe
amounts paid to acting Magistrates, is
$2L000, a difference of about $9.000, T
am not . contending {hat it must
necessarily be that amonnt, but T sub-
mit - that  1he Magistrates should be
better paid 1han they ave. T join in
asking Your Fxcelleney to make repre-
sentations not only on account of the
Magistrafes but on  account of the
general publie and litigants as a whole.
Not only do the Magistrates need
more salary but we need more Maeis
irates.  They  simply  ecannot  get
through {he amount of work. There
should definitely be another Magistrate
in Georgetown, and the seale of salary
which Your Exeellency says vou will
be inclined to recommend should he
put. forward to the Secretary of State.

T ATTORNEY-GENERAT: Moxst
of the points raised were comnected

with 1he salaries of Magis{rates. and
T need say mo more about that. The
hon. AMembers for Western Tssequebo
(Mr. €. V. Wight) and Tssequebo
fiver (Mv. Lee) rveferred io the case
of the acting clerk at the Georgetown
Magistrate’s Court. TTe has been act-
ing as a clerk for some time and it ix
@ yather diffienlt ease. The Magistrate
concerned is of the opinion that he is
one of the best c¢lerks he has got. and
has recommended that he he appointed
a clerk. TTe has said that he is Detter
than  many’ lawvers, but rhe fact
remains that he is not aualifiel for
entry into the Clevical Service. and if
any  exception is made in lhis, eaxe
dozens of other exceptions will have
to be macde. T may sav his case was
put forward, and it was found that

Laaisuarivie Councrn

—Committee 228

ne exception eonld he made.  There-
fore we ave placed in a difficult posi
tion. ITe is admittedly a goad clerk hut
not qualilied for the posi-
tion. It is mot quite as one hon.
Member said. {hat we are sending
2nd elags e¢lerk there who will not he
able to do the work. TIn fact the
additional 2nd-class elerk s required
ar cashier and will relieve 1he present
cashier to do the eclerk’s duties. The
clerk who will be sent there will be
ene  who  knows something  ahout
accommting, The acting clerk has been

retained as a hailiff and T am afraid
the only thing T can cay is that ir
iz admilledly a hard ease.

-

see the estimates before
The Treasurer has
undertaken to look into ihat matter.
The hon. Member for Georgefown
South (Mr. CGousalves) referred to the
question of an extra Magistrate for
feorgetown. Everybody admits that in
the (ieorgetown Conrt and the Berbice
Courts theve is a fremendons amount
of work. We will remedy the situa-
tion in Berbice in the very near future.
hut in the case of Ceorgetown it is
rather diffienlt. One of the reasons, of
course, for creating a new Magisterial
distriet is that we would get additional
assistance in Georgetown, but that is
diffienlt than at first

T do not
hon. Members do.

proving more
imagined. The large  mumber  of
Tabourers employed at the Air Base

hias caused a great deal more work ati
the Qlagistrate’s  Court  on the Rast
Bank this vear than before, so that
onr original fienres have Dbeen thrown
hadly ont of gear, but how temporary
that may be 1 (do not know. Work is
caring down at the Base and undoubt-
odly a large number of labourers will
leave 1hat area and return to George-
fown and the East and West Coasts.
Mowever, it is expected that there will
he an expansion of the population‘
along the East Bank road, and it has
lheen agreed in principle that a new
Court must be Dbuilt somewhere be-
iweeen Providence and Hyde Park. Tt
may not be an additional Court. We
may remove the Providence Coyrt to
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a new site, but it is useless to fix on
a site at the moment. The population
is moving and we must first ascertain
where it is going to settle and then
build 1the Court. So that the whole
question of {he Georgetown distriet at
the moment: is difficult. Tt is admifted
in  principle that {here is too mnch
work for the Magistrates in the City,
and it s diffieult for the DMagistrate
on the West Coast to eo to Providence.
With all those things in mind it is
not easy to make a permanent appoint-
ment of a Magistrate for Georgetown.
However, the matter hias heen under
consideration the whole year and we
are watching events ecarefully in order
that any appointment that is made
may prove to be made in the right
place and at the right time.

I went to the Abary and Mahaicony
area to ascertain whether we could
move the boundary of the Berbice dis-
triect in 1his direction in order to
include as much of the Tast Demerara
distriet as possible. T wanted to trans-
fer a population of 4,000 from the Tast
Coast to the Berbice district by remov-
ing the boundary, but when T got there
on Monday night T found it extremely
diffiecnlt. I either had to transfer
about 3,000 people or meve the hound-

ary right down to Cove and .Tohn.
which is mueh too far. When Mem-
Ders  express regret that things arve

moving slowly I say that moving a
boundary is a very intricate and slow
process unless we are going to make
a mess of it.

I do realize that there is too much
werk in Georgetown for two Magis-
trates. T agree that <some form of
relief either by a permanent or a
temporary appointment has to e
undertaken, and !if the hon. Member
looks at the estimafe he will see that
I have made a temporary appointment
which will relieve the congestion as
was done two yvears ago. Hon. Mem-
Ders are f the opinion that the nnm-
Dbers of Magistrates: are too small. T
would be ihe last to oppose that point
of view. Tt would greatly assist me
to get as many Magistrates as possible,
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If T only &had to consult my own
convictions T would say “Let ns have
ihree more.” The fact remains that we
have to live on what we have in hand.
Toach year the esfimate for Magis-
irates is going np and up, and those
AMembers  who ecarve to, comparve the
figures of {the expenditure on DMagis-
{rates in thig Colony with 1the popnla-
tion and work it out in comparison
with other Colonies would he sur-
prised, to find that we come very near
the top of the list mow. Increases of
salarvies, if approved, will take ns still
further up {he list, and T hope hon.
Members realize that we cannot afford
too many luxuries. T am frying to
keep the cost of the Department as
low as pessible. and that is the reason
why T Thave not submitted any item
for an additional Magistrate this vear.

Mr. ¢ V., WIGIHT: I regret that I
canmot accept the statement that he-
cause this  man is not qualified to
enter the Clerical Service he cannot he
appointed 1o a post in which he has
heen acting for over eight years.

T ATTORNEY-GENERATL: T have
merely passed on to the hon. Member
the reason given to me. T am mot
saving that iz my opinion.

Mr. TVIGTIT : The information
which  the Attorney-General has so
Lindly passed on to me seems to me
to have absolutely mno  foundation
whatever.  When this  Government
desires fe do somefhing it always finds
a wayv. We have the Dbland statement
that this officer is not qualified to enter
thie Clerical Service, therefore Govern-
ment cannot promote him. and he must
returrn to his post as a Dbailiff. There
it no mention that he is to Dhe com-
pensated in any way. This officer
gerved liis country, and when he was
doing <o he was precluded from attain-
ing scme scholastic  degree o1 some
edueational certifieate.  Ile has aected
as a clerk forr 8 or 9 vears, vet he is
not qualified to enter the very Serviee
as a clerk. Tt is illogieal. Tt hap-
pened in one case here that a Magis-
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{trate acted for 15 years hefore he was
appointed. Ile was not qualified and
there was some reason why he should
not Dbe appoinied. I can see no
argument for it in this case but only
oround for dixcontent not only by this
cfficer but, in the whole Service, and T
think it is a matler which should be
taken up Ly the Service generally. T
am not pleading only for this officer.
There are other cases, and iff they are
as hard as this one, which is admitted
Ly the hon. Attorney-General, T think
there should he some compensation of
officers of this kind.

Your Excellency rveferred to the pay-
ment of £250 to a harrister in some
other Colony. I do mot know it vou
referred ta a small island, but T know
that Judges in England give up large
and remunerative practice te go to the
High Court DBench, perhaps because
they do not want such hard work as
the Bar demands. T am asking you,
sir, to go into cases of this nature,
and especially the one under con-
sideration.

Mr. GONSALVES: T would like to
ask whether the proposal {o engage
a ftemporary Magistrate will be put
into effect as from -the 1st January
next, because I gathered that no per-
manent  appointment  will  he  made,
although T did think at one time that
it might have been possible to see an
additional Magisirate sitting  some
days in Georgetown, now that Govern-
ment has spent money in providing a
new Court-raom where there is a dock
in which mobody has vet Dheen put.
An additional Magistrate might sit
ithere once a week instead of! once a
month.

With regard to the case of the act-
ing clerk T think that in view of the
fact that Government knew that the
Regulations do not permit an unguali-
fied man to fit himself for a post in
the Clerical Service it was unfair to
put him te act as a clerk for a num-
ber of years and when he has done
so he is told he cannot get a perman-
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ent  appointment Dbecause he is not
qualified. That poliey js wrong and
should mot De continued. Since that
officer is not eligible for appointment
as a clerk I hope he will be borne in
mind for appointment as a Maishal,
to which the Regulations do hot strict-
1y apply.

Mr. FLEAZAR: T do not know who
{he officer is. I have only heard of
Lim or of lLis case, but the excuse for
not appointing him is not supported
cenerally by  Government's conduct.
T Lknow of my own knowledge that
iliere was an age-limit for docters, and
T know also of tliree doctors who were
appointed over the age-limit. One of
tliem gave suclt valuable service that

he was retained until his death. The
other {wo are still ‘ alive. What,
therefore, is  there to prevent this

voung man from Dheing employed as a
clerk after acting for so many years

as one? If Government cannot
appoint him te the Clerical Service
Dbecange lie has  mnot the neeessary

qualifieations then let him remain as
a  bailiff and give him a personal
allowance. T cannot think that Gov-
ecrnnmient has  nat safficient ingenuity
te meet a case of this kind.

Tiur CHAIRMAN :
note of it.

I will make a

Mr. SEATPORD: It seems to me that
Government can casily get over the
difficulty by  adopting  what was
attempted by the Town Coauncil the
other day when, in making Regulations
for Tublic Tealth, they ipserted a
clause , giving Government power to
break any of the clauses when they

saw fit. (laughter).
MrpIcaL.
Tnr CHAIRMAN : I shall have to

leave the Council f'or half-an-hour at
hialf-past two and the Colonial Secre-
tary will carey on. T shall be back
at about 3 o'clock. There is one ques-
tion T would like to raise and that
ix  touching the Medical Officer at
Tegnan.
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Mre. MeDAVID: There are two minor
amendments  under  this Ilead recom-
mended by the Finance Commiltee, in-
volving o sun of #3801 and making
the grand total $320,157.

Dr. SINGIT @ Under  “Medical”? I
would like to make a suggestion. A
Targe sum of money is being allocated
to the operation of this Department
to equip and staff the hospitals and
dispensaries and to make the Medical
Service a useful and helpful unit in
the community. The question is eften

asked: Is the Medical Serviee a useful
and  helpful  Department where the
masses are concerned? T would say
“Yes,” but in certain areas its use-
fulness and help is not evenly dis-
fribuied.  IFor  that 1reason I am
sugeesting  that  Government might

appoint an  Advisory  Committee  to
assist the Divector of Medical Services

with advice on several matters. The
Medical  Department  is not only a
Department in which  medicines and

surgery  are  involved, but there are
sub-Departments, and for that reason
it needds some form of assistance.  TFor
instance, af Georgetown ITospital
there are 400 heds at the present time,

ihe

numerous floor beds and  about 100
patients  aftending  the  Out-Patients

Department.  The Tlospital is stafled
with about 12 Medical  Officers, of
whom =even arve speeialisis, It means

that  the werk isx carriedd on in a
mechanical wav. T am  very hepeful
that if an Advisory Committee were

appointed it wonld assist a great deal
in improving conditions at the Hos-
pital. The Department ix  so  well
cquipped that it would entail no extra
expenditure. It would only Dhe a
quektion of re-adjnsting matters and
making recommendations for improve-
ment.

Mr. LEE: T would like it 1o be put
on  record  that  In oy experience it
would be beneficial to the  pablie if
DMstriet Medical  Officers  were  paid
adequate  salaries  and  {he fees for
privafe practice weve regulated and paid
into  Government revenne. Whern the
temporary arrangement for the medical

1 Drcearner, 1042

—Committec 231
service in Legnan and Wakenaam was
Leing inaugurated T discussed it fully
with the Direeter of Medical Services
and  pointed out  to him that when
viceaneies ocemrrred in distriets where
private medical practice was known to
Lo remunerative, doctors whe have had
the opportunity of serving in hospitals

and  who Thave taken post-graduate
courses  ahroad generally apply  for
those posts, and by their seniority
they  were appointed.  From their
private practice they  sometimes get
more than their substantive pay, and

1 feel that the hospitals are deprived
of the services of those specially
qualified doctors who have had years
of experience.

Apart from that I find that many
of the Medical Officers in the outlving
districts, il ealled out at night or dur-
ing their rounds they are summoned (o
a  patient  who canmot pay the fee
charged, cither attend to the patient
through  sympathy or refuse 1o at-
fend  nmlesss the  fee i paid. If a
Medical Officer was paid a sulficient
salary by Government he would know

that he has to attend to the publie,
and that the publie ix paying his

saliry. [ respectfully submit that e
would be more eareful in attending to
tlie public {han if he had the privitege
of refusing to attend to a. poor person
whe could not pay his fee. Tt has
heen  proved  conclusively in Leguan
and Wakenaam that for atlendance at
the Dispensary a person is charged a
fee oft one shilling, but-if the Medical
Officer i called to attend a persom he
cliarges up 1o $1 for attendance, ansl
that  wmeney  goes  into  Government
revenue. . T have found {hat in many
cases  in which injections were given
they cost more than §1, so that the
patients  gained  the benefit of 1he
services of the Medical Officer. T con-
fend that i Medical Officers were paid
adequate salarvies they woeuld be more
attentive to the public. 1 respectfully
submit thai the trial made at Leguan
amd Wakenaam has proved sueccessful
and that it should be extended to the
other districts. of the Colony.
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At this stage the President left 1he
Clhawmber  and  the Colonial Seeretary
took the chair.

Mro BELEAZAR: 1 just want ta say
A few words this Ilead.r What
I want  to complain abont is some-
‘thing  which  hax  Dheen doing on in
recent years and seems (o be hecoming
a practice. It is a good thing that
tha  newly appointed Director  of

under

Medical  Services is  mnot  herve vet,
therefore I can say what T want to
say. For =ome years the post of

Dirvectar of Medical Services has been
given to some senior Medical Officer
in the local Medical Service. T remem-
Ler Do Greeves and  Sir Joseph
Godfrey, but within recent times when-
ever this senior posxt becomes  vacant
somebody xends somebody from Abyss-
inia, Nigeria, or the Gold Coast to
il it, and new we arve get{ing some-
body from the Solomon Islands, thanks
to the Japanese. Tt is very good for
the officer and perhaps for the Colonial
Qifice to find a plice for an officer who
Tas managed (o escape the
but it is not a  good thing fer this
Medical Service at all. Tn this case
it seems fo he  an emergency, bt
certainly  men who  have serves (his
country well and for a long time and
Tooking forward to promotien nms{ he
disappointed. T he  appointment  of
afficers from abroad Dlocks the way of
Tacal men. 1 am just making a mild
profest  aeainst  ihe  appointment of

Japanese.

men  from abroad over the leads of
men - who o have  the  right and the
@ualifications to entille them to lnok
forward to promolion.

[ have been looking for the par-
ticular item but I do net see il
I am referving (o the Tulor-Sister
who is coming. T have o distinet
recollection  that  when this post was
created orviginally by Sir Joxeph

Godfrey his argument was (hat he was
Bringing out a Tntor-Niuise, o Matron.
as she was ihen called. for the pur-
pose of training nurses loeally fo fill
those very posts which are heing filled
bv the Sisters who come from time
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to time. A number of  appointments
Teive since been made. but 1 am not
aware up to. the present time that
one local persen has been appointed a
Sister. Tt is true that we have very
short memeries  forr these things  in
ihis Colony, and possibly the Members
who were here then are not here today,
and it las been forgotten. I Lknow
that some persons have gone to
Tngland on their own to qualify, and
if affer a number of years we are
eetting another Tutor-Sister to train
nurses who will never get the posts
for which they were being trained, T <o
not think it is good enough. We have
eancated and intelligent young women
in  this  Colony in every walk of life,
and if .Government is going to train
people all T am asking for is a fair
field and no faveur. One is tempted
te axk whether il is mnot camouflage.
We do not get the full Dbenefit from
such appointments hecause, through no
fault of her own, a Sister comes to
this Colony and does not get all the
sympathy she should expect, and she
cannot tell why.

A regnrds  ilem 26-—Training  of
Medical Officer  in Bacteriology  and
Pathology, $4568—I am going to move
it deletion. I wish to ulter my- deep
and protest  against  this
Government to pay for
somebody's education 1o come and get
a job. When Government  wants  to
give Mr.o A" or M B largess Gov-
ment asks the taxpayers of the coun-
fry fo pay for

sincere
attempt by

im {0 qualify as a
Dactericlogist. [ would like to kuow
who put this item here. Who is  1his
favonred person? T cannot believe it
has heen done by mere accident. T do
not  think « the  faxpayers should he
called upon to pay for a man's educa-
tiom. These only  happen in
Caommittee. Government is blamed for
Tols of things bt someltimes the hlame
ie certainly undeserved. T am going
Te move  the delefion of this item
whether support or not, hecause
it will come up again in some other
instance.

{hings

I wel
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Tur CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member
has  just stated something which
makes me wonder whether he thinks
that an application has been received
by Government from somebody. This
is a recommendation which was sub-
mitted Dby the recent holder of the
office of Director of Medical Services
and has nothing to da with any applica-
tion from any individual.

Mr. ELEAZAR: T am glad-to hear
that Decause it would Dbe casier for
Govermment to strike it out.

Mr. ATUSTIN: Why do we send
Guiana scholars away? Ifor the Dbene-
fit of the Colony as a whole and in the
lhope that when they come back they
will be able to assist the Colony in
various  ways. In this particular
instance we have a very Dbright young
man who may be extremely helpful to
the people of the Colony if he can go
abroad at this particular time to get
the training which is necessary to
enable him fe suceeed an officer who
Iias given him a certain amount of local
training. T ¢anmot think that the lon.
Member realizes what assistance this
young man's training may mean to the
people of this Colony.

Mr. JACODB: I agree with the princi-
ple of training men for specialized
posts. It has been done in the past and
should Le done in the future, but I cer-
tainly do mot like this item as it ap-
pears on the estimate. T think the
position is that someone in the Service
iz going abroad to become qualified.
The officer concerned has a flair for
this particular kind of work and he is
being assisted by Government, but his
salary  has  Dbeen included in this
amount. I think his salary should Dle
paid from the substantive vote and the
extra amount provided in this item. If
the officer’s salary is $250 per month
Iet that Dbe paid from the substantive
vote and the fees for his training in
England be provided by this item. T
raised the question in IFinance Com-
mittee and the explanation was that
this item is inclusive of his salary. I
urge that the item be changed.
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Tur CIIAIRMAN: I think the point
iz that the Department will want to
1i1l this officer’s post while he is under-
eoing (raining, and provision has been
made for that under item (13).

Mr. JACOB: I see that this officer
is going on leave and retains his posi-
tion in the Service. He should therefore
be paid through the ordinary channel.
That is my point.

Mr. MeDAVID: I think the hon.
Member’s point would have been a good
ane if the officer concerned was on the
Fixed Iéstablishment, Dbut I am
informed that he is one of four Assis-
tant Medical Officers under item (22)
on page 33, his salary Deing $1.680. In
that case a fairly substantial sum would
have to be included under item 26.

Mr. JACOD: T see no ohjection to
putting it in two places. It does look
peculiar here.

The point made Dby the hon. Member
for Lssequebo River (Mr. Lee) that the
Government Medical Officer in the
Leguan  district  should receive an
inclusive salary, that is salary plus
private practice, is an excellent one.
The distriet is not a very rich one:
in fact it is very poor, and Government
should consider that aspect of the mat-
ter and puay the officer an inclusive
salary. In other words he should he
rated in the same way as Government
Medical Officers attending to patients
on sugar estates in the Counties of
Demerara and Berbice. It is true that
those officers receive fees from village
patients hut they receive no fees from
the estate anthorities nor from the
patients on the sugar estates. I have
always had it in my mind that the sys-
tem in force whereby Government
Medical Officers attend to patienis on
sugar: estates free of charge should he
cxtended to the villages. T really cannot
gee why there is this difference. Why is
this favoured treatment as regards one
set of employees? T raised the point on
the first day I entered this Council. The
taxpayers in the villages should be in
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the same position as those on sugar,
rice and coconut estates, but those on
sugar estates have a distincet advantage,
why, T do not know. Why should sugar
estates have the services of Medical
Ofticers free? Nothing is paid to Gov-
crnment Medical Officers residing in the
villages for attending residents on
sugar estates. I am not asking for a
curtailment of the privileges enjoyed by
sugar estates, bitt T am contending that
the general taxpavers should pay for
medical services for everyvbody and not
for persons on sngar estates.

M. ELEAZAR: T really cannot
understand the logic of my friend. Ile
Las worked for vears on a sugar estate
and le knows that sugar estates pay
for their medical service.

Mr. JACOB: My friend does not
know. The sugar estates do not pay the
Government Medical Officer residing
gay at Buxton. but he visits Lusignan.
The estate pays the Government Medi-
cal Officer af Buxton for attending to
the staff, hut the Government pays him
to go to the T.uxignan hospital.

Mr. SEATFORD:  With reference to
ihis discussion I do not know what it
has to do with the matter. The lon.
Member says he does not know how it
came abont. e Lknows Detter than any-
cemne in this Council how it came about.
Iie has always professed that he knows
evervthing about it. That is the effect
of indentuied immigration in  this
Colony.  Daoes he honestly say that he
does not know heaw it came about?

Mr. JACOB: T did not exactly say
that. T said 1 did not know why it was
not withdrawn.  Irom the very first
dav T came in this Legislative Council
I have suggested that it slhould be
stopped.

Mr. SEATORD: I may explain the
position. Gevernment Medical Officers
attended the immigrants on the estates
free because they were suppoesd to be
under the control of Government. They
were breught to this country wunder
indenture and Government was sup-
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posed to look after them through the
Immigration  Department and the
Medical Department. That was the
reason. The same principle went on as
before, and very little change was made
after the indenture system was abol-
ished. Some vears later the estates got
their own Medical Advisers and Practi-
tioners to look after their staff, but the
fee that was paid to the Government
Medical Officers, although they did not
look after the staft at all, was con-
tinned. That had been the case until the
War when for various reasons that was
changed. The hon. Member is well aware
of that fact. The Estates have ne, desire
to carry on their hospitals and will
willingly give them up to-morrow. They
will he delighted if Government takes
them over, if that is what the hon.
Aember is insinuating.

Mr. JACOB: I cannot understand my
lion. friend's attitude in twisting what
T stated. T am suggesting that ihose
privileges should not be withdrawn but
extended. It is not disputed that work-
ers on the sugar estates, say at Pl
Lusignan, get the services of the Gov-
ernment Medical Officer at Buxton free
of charge. The employers of those work-
ers give them medicine free. T am ad-
mitting that. T am saving that should
be continued. What my hon. friend was
suggesting is that I am asking that
those privileges be withdrawn. I object
to my hon. friend twisting things in
that manner. As regards the hon. Mem-
her for Berbice River (Mr. Ileazar),
aimost everytime he gets up here he
speaks of things lhe knows very little
about.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
Lion. Member may mot have meant it,
but le did say “I do not know why
these things are still going on.” Xe
then went on to say that the Doctor
visits the Estate ITospitals free. I
think T am right in saying that he does
not know why Medical Officers attend
the people in the listate THospitals free,
but in the villages the people have to
pay a fee. That is what the hon. Mem-
her for Georgetown North (Mr. Sea-
ford) was referrving to.
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Mr. JACOB: What T meant to con-
vey was that since it is going on and
cannot be stopped suddenly, it ought to
be continued at Wakenaam and Leguan.
From the first time T enlered this
Legislature T suggested that medical
services be  given free to  evervone
throughout the Colony. T have no mis-
understanding abouit that. Let me make
my position perfectly clear. I am not
sngegesting  that  medical services  be
withdrawn. I am suggesting the medi-
=] services Dbe extended. T know the
Lien. Member for Georgetown North,
shall T say, is deliberately twisting
what T say. I have that impression.

The DPRESTDEXNT
resumes his seat.

re-enters  and

Mr. SEAFORD: Tt matters little to
me what impression the hon. Member
lias. Tt is quite impossible to twist any-
thing he has said.  as  that  Das
already been twisted. The hon. Member
made certain statements here and T
challenged those statements because he
is unable to stand up lhere and prove
them. T tried to explain what the posi-
tiem is. Il you are going to give lhospi-
talization and free altendance in one
distriet, I take it, it should.be done
everywhere. Members get up and sug-
gest spending money lhere and there
without the least {hought as {o where
that memey is to come from or how it is

to be provided. The Thon. Mem-
Dber is a  husinessman, le says,
but Tha shows very little Dusiness
acumen in  these .things. ITas Te

any idea of the cest?  One would like
to know Dbefore granting it what it
would cost. T am afraid, as T have so
often lieard expressed in this Couneil,
ihe hon, Member is living in the clonds.
T do not ihink there is anything move T
need say as regards that. T only rise to
explain the position as regards medical
attendance in hospitals on Tstates as
1eferred to by the lion. Member.

Mr. LER: T would like it to he placed
on record that when this officer returns
to this Colony, if he does return, he will
be employed by the Government with-
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out any private practice. This idea of
private  practice is Dbecoming  very
obnoxious to the public. Charges are
made and the public has to pay then.
T agree with the principle of the public
paxving for officers’ special courses of
studies, but when they retwrn here let
tliem be paid a sufficient salary te give
their services free to the public.

Theve is another matter I would like
to diraw Gevernment's attention to. I had
raised it in the Iinance Committee.
There are to be provided three consult-
ing rooms for the Specialists. 1 desire
to ask whether Government will con
sider 1he possibility of the puDblic not
necessarily having to go to a private
practitioner for a leiler in order to con-
sult these Specialists. T feel that any
responsible member of the commuuily
krnowing the posifien of any person
who desires to consult one of 1lese
Specialists at the ITospital <hould he
able to give a letter of introduction to
that Specialist.  As it stands now,
tliese  Specialists have a  consulting
practice and persons cither have to get
a letter from a private practitioner or
be patients in the Tlospital Defore they
are scen by any of them.  Sometimes
those persons do not want to he
patients in the TTospital on acconnt of
their employment not allowing {hem
time forr that, but at the same time
they would like te consult one of these
Specialists as to {heir health. T am sug- °
gesting that that be done and. if there
iz 10 be any charge, Iet it e fixed and
paid in to Governmeut and the Special-
ists given an allowance for aftendance:
te the publie, as the public is paying
his substantive salary.

Mr. C. V. WIGTIT: The only vremark 1
desire to make in regard to this item is
1that when the officer returns after hav-
ing fully qualified, his services will be
retained by this Governmen{. Tn ofher
words, the question of! projmotion will
he naturally precluded from him. It
scems obvious that when he comes hack
after having obtained a great deal of
experience and knewledge in this parti-
cular hranch of his profession al the
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expense of this Colony, he should not be
removed on promotion within a period
of one or two, or three, or five years.

There is only one other point I want
to make generally under this Iead, and
that is the poiut raised already by me
in IPinance Committee. Tt is that I
trust eventually this Department and
these concerned will have in view the
adoption «f a panel practice system. T
do not say it can be done entirely as in
Iingland, but it secems to me that will
cradieate all the objections and criti-
cisins that have been raised against the
particulay Department and the particu-
Lue system under  which Government
Medical Officers of this Colony operate.
T would alsc like to add that T have al-
ways  heen against the question of
private practice, though I realize the
dilficulties of the Department in the
matter. T intimated this fairly foreibly
in the Finance Committee. Tt seems that
the men are well paid at the salaries
cffered Dy Government at least in the
later stages. T do not say they start off
in the same way. As T had referred in
ihe case of the Magistrates, T do con-
cider that the professional salaries paid
liere to a Junior at the commencement
are not exacily as remunerative as they
might be. If the system of appointment
we are adopting here is to be that one
must be educated and qualified and
lave special certificates, then do not let
us turn round and ask that person to
live on a mediocre or very poor salary.
From that point of view I o think that
ihe general tendency indicated by the
debates  and the discussion in the
Finance Cemmittee is running in the
direction as indicated by me.

Mr. TLEAZATR: T regret very much
{hix item is so unhappily worded as to
cause all this debate here today. Had we
Deen told that Government has second-
ol a Medical Officer to go and get
special qualifications or ta complete his
education in that particular Dbranch
there would ltave Deen mo question at
all, because T knew that Govermment
Lias had a qualified Medical Officer sent
abroad to get certain ideas about cer-
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tain’ things so as to carry on as a
School Medical Officer. The. item is put
lere as if you are going to pay a man
75 a nwonth and then qualify him for a
job. Naturally T could not allow that
to pass.

Mr. MceDAVID (Colonial Treasurer) :
That is fully explained in the Explana-
tory Memorandum.

Mr. ELEAZATR: That is just as un-
happily worded!

The CIIAIRMAN: My idea was to
try it out in those two Islands. I do not
agree that what you do in one distriet
sliould necessarily be done all over the
Colony. This is quite a big place. I have
Leen acenstomed tar Colonies where the
Government Medical Ofticers have no
private practice at all. Tt scems to me
that the Wakenaam—Teguan conditions
are favourable te a trial of the scheme,
and I suggest {hat the Director of Medi-
cal Services direet his attention to it
and see what may be done with respect
to the appointment. A similar appoint-
ment is to be made for the Aboriginal
Indians in the interior wunder the
Colonial Development and Welfare Act,
and, T hope, it will he without private
practice, the officer working whole time
for Government and mno question of
that kind coming into it.

Dr. A, II. B. PEARCE (Director
of  Mediceal  Services, acting): The
various points raised by hon. Members
in this debate need very little reply. The
I:on. Member for Western Berbice (Mr.
I’eer Bacchus) raised the question of
the pay of Senior Sanitary Officers.
Speaking quite frankly, the pay is a
bit low and I would like to see it raised,
Iut it is a question of finance. I think
the pay throughout the whole Service is
low, and it is a question of funds being
available to raise it. That is a matter
for this Council to decide. Tt is a hit
low compared with what men of their
ivpe get clsewhere.

As regards the question of private
practice, there has been a Iot of talk
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about it. I listened with great interest,
because it took my memory back six
or seven years ago when I was in
another Ceolony, 1,700 miles 1'rom here.
The Executive Council in that Colony
tried to introduce a whole-time service.
The Doclors were getting £500 to
L7700 a year, free quarters and private
practicec. There  were very wealthy
sugar estates and some of the senior
nmen  were making  £2,000 {o £3,000 =
year, and they mnaturally rvesented it.
T'he men who employed them were on
the Legislative Council aund they too
objected strongly to a whele-time «er-
vice. One can quite understand what
the conditien of that Service was. When
you have men making an enormous
income in private service, it is only
natural that they will serve those who
pay  them TDest. After a five yvears’
battle T got the Service reorganized
DLefore I left. The officers start at
£600 a year rising to £300, and then
there is a har and they have to go
Tfeme and get some special qualifica-
tion when their salary rises to ££.000.
They give full-time service and are
given quarters, travelling allowance
and free passages for wives and
families cevery three years. Since I
liave been in this Colony T have made
enquiries  as  to how the system is
working and have been told it is work-
ing extremely well and the men in the
Service are looking after the welfare
of the people, public health, sanitation,
etc. To my mind for the short time
I have Dbeen here a similar system
sghould De introduced in this Colony.
I? is, however, a very big and thorny
question. As the mew Director of
Medical Serviees is arriving here short-
Iy, mnext week, I think it should be
deferred until he arrvives. I wrote the
“DMA” in Tondon and explained
what I did. You might, perhaps, do
that here.

T am afraid T could not quite follow
the argument of the hon. Member for
Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar). TFirst of
all he talked about the Sister-Tutor
and about local girls not getting a
chance of employment as Sisters in the
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Iospitals.  As you know I have only
Leen here two years. A very charming
young lady came out here from Iingland
where she was trained as a Nurse at
the London ITospital. She came and
saw the D.ALS. and myself. She
wanted a job in the Service but there
was none at the time, and so she started
private practice.  Subsequently there
was a vacancy and T sept for her and
offered her the job, stating the terms
of service. She wrote back saving that
she was doing so well in private prac-
tice that she ceuld mnot think of
accepting the job.

Then the hon. Member talked about
local men being appointed as D.ALS.
I approve of that. They are belong-
ing to a unified service and the Secre-
tary of State has records of all the
senior men. The new D.DLS. is per-
feetly known to me as an exceptionally
fine man, level-headed and a good man
in public health and T.B. work
especially. I think this Colony is very
fortunate in getting him.

As  regards the training of  Dr.
Nehaul, T cannot understand the argu-
ments put up by hon. Members.  1lere
vou have a local man who is going to
De sent ITome and trained for a job
for which y»ou have imported men from
FEngland and paid a high salary. This
is a mnew Department and 1is most
important hoth from the viewpeint of
publi¢ health and the general public
and, I think, the officer you have got
new in that job is a wvery highly
scientific man. He is a stranger to the
country like myself. Why mnot train
your own local men for it? Send
them abroad and have them properly

trained for these highly specialised
jobs.
The question was raised about the

Specialists  at  the ITospital.  These
Specialists are allowed by appointment
{c do consulting practice. T do not
think houn. Members undersiand what
consulting practice is. It means con-
sultation with another doctor. These
doctors in turn are very busy and have
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to take their patients to the ITospital
or send them there. TWhen patients
are sent to the Specialists the doctors
send a short letter explaining the case

which the patients cannot tell the
Specialists. Tt is put in  Dblack and
white. There is mo reason why any-

Dbody should mnot be able to go to the
Out-patient department of the ITospital
and so get to see any Specialist that
person wanis. All they have to do is
to ask for and consult the Doctor in
charge. Tt is quite simple and is done
every day.

Mr. Lee: I am glad to hear that.

Mr. PEARCE: To refer back to the
question raised Dy the hon. Member
for Western Berbice (Mr. Teer
Bacclius), one of the Senier Sanitary
Inspectors gets a pav which does not
appear here. I do not think the lon.
Member knows that he receives $30 per
month from the New Amsterdam Town
Couneil for testing milk.

The CHATRMAN: We are
obliged to 1he Director.

ereatly

Ilead passed as amended.

MEDICAL—DBACTREROLOGICATL
DEPARTMENT

AMr. LEE: I would like to draw Gov-
ernment’s attention to a certain matter.
I understand that anyone who wants
to Dbe treated for filavia Dby injection
lias to pay 50 cents for snch ireatment.
If that is so, I would ask Government
that the practice be discontinued. Many
of ms kmow that several of the poor
peeple in this Colony suffer from filaria
and if they have to go to the George-
tewn Publie ITospital and pay 50 cents
for treatment by Doctors who are re-
ceiving a decent salary from the public,
I feel that is-a great hardship.

The COLONTAIL SECRETARY: I
understand the hon. Member lhas
addressed a letter on the subject to the
Head of the Department, aund it is re-
ceiving attention,
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Mr. LEE: Thank you!

Head agreed to.

MEptcAL—-THosSrTALS  AND  DISPENSARIES.

Mr. MeDAVID (Colonial Treasurer) :
I move that as recommended by the
Finance Committee the total ITead e
increased by $30,500 making the amount
$178,023. The increase is principally on
the Dietary, Butchery, and DBakery
votes—Sub-heads 3. 11 and 14—of the
TIMospital.

Mr. LEE: Do I understand that the
Finance Committee’s recommendation
in respect of Sub-item 1 (19)—“Nurses
and Servants” has been accepted?

The CITAIRMAN: We are putting on
10 additional altogether.

Mr. McDAVID: That particular
item is Deing increased from $210,000
to $212,400.

The CITAIRMAXN: We have already
put on an inerease of! five, and it now
means a further inerease of five.

Mr. McDAVID: That is so.

Mr. GONSALVES: As regards item
§—16 Dispensers—may T enquire wheth-
er 1epresentation has been made to
fovernment about these men in regard
{0 their scale eof salaries, and whether
tlie matter has been definitely decided
ar is subject to reconsideration?

Mr. ¢ V. WTGHT: That was raised
by certain hon. Members in TFinance
Committee and, T think, {he hon.
Colonial Treasurer was to go into it.

The COLONTAT, SECRETATRY: T
Lave a mnote, if this is the point -the
hon. Member is referring to, that the
sugeestion was made that three Dis-
rensers be put on a higher grade.

Mr. LEE: No, sir. A pelition was
sent in Dy the Dispensers and Govern-
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ment said it was receiving attention. Tt
was with vespect to a new rating of
their salaries.

Tre CHAIRMAN: Ts it not a ques-
tion of the grade being made longer
instead of being divided into two?

My, C. V. WIGIHT: That is so.

The COLONTATL SECRETARY: That
is included in item 15.

Triie CHATRMAN: They are going to
be placed in one long grade—$28S to
$600—without a bar, instead of wait-
ing for a vacaney to go bevond the bar.

Mr. JACOB: T think the pelition has
Lieen sent and reference has been made
1o it. T have raised this mafter several
times in thig Council. T have raised it
with the DALS. who has just refired
and the previous one,and T gathered that
the idea was to bracket the Sanitary
Inspectors and Dispensers together.
They should be equal. It is considered
that the services rendered by the Sani-
tavy Inspectors were just as important
as that by the Dispensers. T have tried
for vears to reconcile myself with that
view. Maybe T am wreng. What T wonld
like to point out is that even if {the
opinion of the Medical Authorities is
cerrect in so far as the Sanitary In-
spectors and Dispensers are cencerned,
there is still a discrepancy in the Fsti-
mates. On page 33 we have 3 Comnty
Sanitary Inspectors drawing a salary
of $1.5G60 to $1,800 (item 19), and when
vou look at page 38, the Dispensers are
not s graded. They are graded—one
only at $1.200—while 4 Sanitary Inspec-
tors are of that grade, 6 at $960 and 9
at $720.. Lower down on page 33 von
have 21 Sanitary Inspectors—5 at $960,
G at $720 and 6 at $600. The 29 Dispens-
ers who are graded at $28R% to $480 are
now being brought up to $600, so far as
T understand. The Dispensers have been
behind hand and are now heing bronght
up te the level of the Sanitary Inmspec-
{ors, but the Sanitary Imspectors from
{ime immemorial were on a higher
seale of salary. The County Sanitary
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Tnspectors are drawing a maximum of
%1800 a wvear while the maximmnm of
only one Dispenser is $1,200 a vear. I
think that the Dispensers have an ex-
tremely  good case for consideration,
and T urge that the matter be gone into
and they be put on the same footing as
the Sanitary TInspectors, accorvding to
Government’s way of thinking. To my
mind the Dispensers in the remote parts
eof the Colony, who are actually left in
charge of life and limb, are certainly in
a better position than the Sanitary In-
spectors. T value life and limb far more
than ordinary preventative work as re-
gards health. T do not think T need say
anyihing more. T leave it to the Medical
Authorities -to put the Dispensers now
cn an equal footing, if not a better foot-
ing, with the Sanitary Imspectors.

T would also like to stress the case
of the Dispenser in my own constitn-
eney. 1ITe is an extremely good man, T
think. Tn the past T have never pleaded
for these people from my seat here,
thongh T thought their services were not
being appreciated to the extent they
might have been. T understand the Dis-
penser, I am referrving to, had asked to
bhe transferred and was transferved. He
had found it Detter to be elsewhere.
Eventually the Department found itself
in diffienlty to get a suitable man to
work there and he volunteered to re-
turn. He is doing excellent work. Te
lhas shown merit in his job and eught to
be placed on a higher seale of salary. T
frankly do not agree with the principle
that you must go up in the ordinary
way; whether yvou give full-time serviee
or not you must go np in rotation. I
think the officer has shown merit and
should be given promotion. T plead far
the Dispenser in the North-West Dis-
triet, who is giving very good service
and is doing additional work to that of
Lis main qualification. T am suggesting
that he should be given greater consid-
eration.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I
did mot make a mote of the officer’s

name. As regards putting three Dis-
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pensers on the higher grade as in the
ase of the County Sanitary Inspectors,
it is not desired to havée County Dix-
pensers. It the hon. Member will furn
1o ifemx 1 and 2 on the page lLe will
cee the avenue of promotion for Dispens-
ers. They look forward to being pro-
mated 1o those posts when vacancies
ocenr.

Mr. TJACOB:  There is only one
Steward who gels a salary above that
of a Counly Sanilary Tnspeetor, the
salary of (he others is less. T do sub-
mit that it is not a satisfactory answer.

Mr. GONSALVES: T raised the ques-
tion in owder to hear what has heen
done. As T understand the positiom,
a petition was sent suggesiing that
the qnestion of the regrading of the
salarvies of Dispensers should be consid-
ered by Government, and the reply
given.is what appears in the Tstimates.
T understand the petitioners asked Gov-
crmment  to reconsider the matter in
the light et ont in the petition, hnt T
see from item 15 that the Dispensers’
mmmum salary is $24 per month and
that it will take them 19 vears hefore
they can werk for the handsome salary
of $50 a month.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: To
save time T may point out that the
question  of  Connty  Dispensers  was
dealt with Dy the late Director of Medi-
cal Services in a memorandum to Gov-
ernment and he recommended for the

Dispensers and Sanitary Inspectors,
who were in two grades—$288 to

$480 and then to $G00—and had to
wait for vaecancies in the grade above,
that, there shonld be one long grade.
This vear for the first time the two
orades ave amalgamated. T have just
1eceived another petition from the Sani-
tary Tuspectors and it may be that that
is the petition the hon. Member is
referring to. T have not had {ime to
read it.

Mr. GONSALVES: T cut short what
T have to say follewing the remarks of
the Hon. Colonial Secretary, but I liope

LLEGISLATIVE
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this new petition which has Deen re-
ceived will be given favourable consid-
cration.

Mr. ELEAZAR: Your Iixcelleney,
there was a hospital in the Mara Dis-
{rict at one time when the estate was a
coing concern, and there was a Doctor
residing there. Subsequently the Doc-
tor was removed and a Doector 'from
New Amsterdam went up there once or
1wice a week. That arrangement did not
seem to work well. They then had a-
Digpenser there and a Dispensary. T
{hink it was last year or the year De-
fore there was some falling out
between (he Director of Medical RSer-
vices and the propriefor of the estate.
The building had become very much out
of repair and the Director called upon
1he proprietor to repair it, but the lat-
ter wanted the Government to repair if.
T'he Director said it would cost $6,000
and as the proprietor would not under-
take the rvepairs the Digpensary was
removed. That removal has left the
people of the Mara District without
any medical aid at all. The publie road
there is so bad that the Doctor ¢annot
o0 there from New Amsterdam even if
he wants to have pl’i\':lf() practice. The
Dispensary has been remeved further
un the River and the people arve left
there without any means of getting
medical assistance except they travel
by open boat to New Amsterdam. That
is  very undesirable and something
should be done for them. I am asking
Government and the Director of Medi-
al Services that enquiries he made as
to conditions there with the view of
seeing whether the Dispensary cannet
be restored in the vicinity of Mara.

Tur CHAIRMAN: That mafter will
engage the attention of the Dirvector of
Medical Services.

Dr. PEARCE: I think the hon. Mem-
ber fer Berbice TRiver surely must
know .that the old Dispensary at Mara
has been remoaved but one mile away to
Scehepmoed where there are a Dispenser
and a Nurse,
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Head passed as amended.

MiLrria

Mr. McDAVID: 1t was recorded in
the Finance Committee report that the
figures under this IHead should stand.
T have talked with the Commandant and
he thought the reduction by two-thirds
according to the neote should be made.

Mre. ¢ V. WIGHT:
ber far Georgetown South (Mr. Gon-
salves) unavoidably had to leave the
Chamber.  IIe had raised the question
also  with me in the Tinance
Committee as to Jump sum
and pension for the men of thix
Band. The hon. Celonial Treasurer said
he was going into it. T think we had
Your Txcelleney™s sympathy also in
ithis matter. I do not know if any
decision Thas been arrived at yet on
this particuiar subject. T think Your
Lxcellency expressed the view that if
the Bandsmen want te fall into line
with the Police® Tump Sum and Ter-
sion Scheme they should be allowed to
do so whether it is to their detriment
or otherwise, as- long as it is their
desire. T do mot Lknow if the hon.
Colonial Treasurer has considered it
az vet.

The hon. Mem-

Mr. MeDAVID: T did not gather
that from Your Excellency's remarks.
This question has been Dhefore the
Executive Council as least three times
and  was turned down three times.
Since the TFinance Committee T have
written  te Government pointing out
the remarks made in that Commitiee
and asking for further consideration
of the matter.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: T anticipate the
Ixecutive Council will turn it «own
again.

The CITATRMAN:
the hon. Member.

We will inform

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: T prefer it to go
to Your Excellency for your recommen-
dation,
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The CITATRMAN:
know what is Dest.

We will let you

TTead agreed to.

MINTSTERS oF RELIGTON.

Mr. McDAVID: This Head shows a
further reduction in accordance with
ithe Taw.

Mr. TACOR: Tor
wonld like in the event of the Iaw
being changed and further payments
being made to submit that not only the

record sake T

Chureh of IEngland, the Church of
Scotland and the Church of TRome
cliould get a contrvibution under this
Yeate. There should be a  wider dis-

tribution among the
eroups in {his Colony.

other religious

The
wide.

CHATRMAN: That s
It is a question of policy.

very

Mr. C. V. WIGTIT: May I ask if
the hon. Member is going to seek to
include the Jordanites and other ‘ites?

AMr. JACOB: T think my point goes
to the root of what we stand for in
this world. We have te respect each
other’s views and religion pariicularly,
and if you have people here repre-
senting almost 40 per cent. of the popula-
tion then it is time that their religion be
considered toe. Tt is not in respect of
one or two persons that T make the
plea it is in respect of at least 40 per
cent. of the population of this Colony
for whom a little more religious train-
ing will do a world of gcod. T know
that some of my hon. friends arve
going to pounce down upon me as
coon as T take my seat, hut T feel that
in doing so T am discharging a duty
T owe to and for the Denefit of a large
section of this mixed population in
this Colony.

Mr. ELEAZATR: T do not know why
the hon. Member does not go among
the same people and do whatever good
he desires for them. T want to remind
him onee for all that the TLaws of



255 fistimates, 1943

British Guiana and the Laws of Eng-
land are based on the Christian
religion. 1f he can digest that he will
soon see what I mean. On the other
hand I would like him to emulate me.
He stands on a pinnacle by himself
and causes the people to go in the
other direction. I certainly would not
do that. I would ask the people to
come and follow me. - That remark is
sufficient. The Laws which are being
exercised in this country are based on
the Christian religion.

Mr. JACOB: T would like to add
for the enlightenment of my hon.
friend who has just taken his seat that
what T have suggested here is what
is actually going on in  Trinidad.
T'rinidad is distributing money for the
propagation of religion on a wider
basis that is shown here. T do not
want to see the word “Rome” under
this Head at all. T would like to see
it deleted from this page. T wish to
goodness that place can Dbe bombed
cut to-morrow.

Mre. C. V. WIGHT:. T would just
point out to the hon. Member that is
exactly what he dees. IIe talks about
freedom of religion,” when it suits
him. T will spare the hom. Member’s
feelings.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. Mem-

ber reminds me of a Judge who asked

Lraspative Couxcrn
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there any  religion
mixed up in this case between the
two parties ?” The counsel vreplied
“Oh, no; they are both Presbyterians”.
(taughter)

counsel “Is

TTead passed.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES,
1042,

Statements of additional provision
required to meet expenditure in excess
of the provision made in the Estimates
for the year 1942 were next considered.

Mr. McDAVID: These statements
bave Tbeen circulated to Members.
They would ordinarily have been put
before the Finance Committee. but as
we are sitting now in a Committee of
the Council T think we ean take the
opportunity of doing the same thing
as  we would have done in Finance
Committee proper. The items are set
ont with full explanation, and we can
take each item separately as we go
along.

Ttems put and agreed to.
The Council resumed.

The Council adiourned to 12 noon on
Wednesday, 9th December, 1942.





