LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF BRITISH GU'ANA.

(Constituted under the British Guiema (Constitution) (Temporary Provigions)
Order in Counctl, 1953)

OFFICIAL REPORT

(HANSARD)
OF PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE FIRST SESSION
IN THE
THIRDSBDIX¥D: YEAR OF THE REIGN
OF HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II

FIRST SITTING TUESDAY, 5th JANUARY, 1954.

The inaugural meeting of the First Legislative Council of Br Guiana,
constituted under the British Guiana (Constitution) (Temporary .ovisions)
Order in Council,. 1953, was held in the Chamber of the Legislature, Public
Buildings, Georgetown, on Tuesday, 5th January, 1954, at 9 am,

His Honour the Speaker and Members of the Council having taken and
subscribed to the Oath of Allegiance, His Excellency the Governor, Sir Alfred
Savage, K.C.M.G., addressed the Council.

‘ PRESENT
His Honour the Speaker, Sir Eustace Gordon Woolford, O.B.E., Q.C.

.Rx-Officio Members :—
The Hon. the Chief Secretary, Mr. John Gutch, C.M.G., O.B.E.
v The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr, F. W. Holder, Q.C.
The Hon. the Financial Secretary, Mr. W. O. Fraser, O.B.E.

Nominated Members of Executive Council :—

The Hon. Sir Frank McDavid, C.M.G., C.B.E. - (Member for Agricul-
ture, Forests, and Lands and Mines).

The Hon. P. A. Cummings (Member for Labour, Health and Housing}.
The Hon. W. O. R. Kendall.
The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.B.E.,
The Hon. G. H. Smellie.
The Hon. R. B. Gajraj.
v The Hon. R. C. Tello.

Deputy Speaker :—
Mr. W, J. Raatgever, C.B.E.
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Nonynated Officials :—
Mr. W. T. Lord, L.S.0.
v~ Mr. J. I. Ramphal.

Nominated Unofficials ;:—
Mr. T. Lee.
Mr. W. A. Phang.
Mr. L. A. Luckhoo.
Y Mr.
Mr. C. A. Carter.
. Mr. E. F. Correia,
Y. Rev. D. C. J. Bobb.
7 Mr. H. Rahaman,
v Miss Gertie H. Collins.
v Mrs. Esther E. Dey.

v D . A. Fraser.

W. A. Macnie, C.M.G., O.B.E.

Lt. Col. E. J. Haywood, M.B.E., T.D.

Y Mr. R. B. Jailal.
v Mr. Sugrim Singh.

Clerk of the Legislature—Mr. L. Crum Ewing.
Assistant Clerk of the Legislaturé —Mr. 1. R. King.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

Mr. Speaker :© Hon. Members of
Council, our first duty is to take our
respective Oaths of Allegiance to Her
Majesty the Queen and thereafter sub-
scribe our names in the book of records
kept for that purpose. The Oaths wil}
be administered by His Lordship the
€hief Justice. I shall take my Oath
first and thereafter Members of Coun-
cil will follow in rotation of their pre-
cedence,

The Honourable the Chief Justice,
Sir Peter Bell, then administered the
Oath of Allegiance to His Honour the
Speaker and to each Member of the
Council in order of precedence.

His Grace the Archbishop of the
West Indies, the Most Reverend Dr,
Alan John Knight, read prayers,

CounciL. CONSTITUTED

Mr. Speaker : Hon. Members, 1
now declare this Council to be duly
constituted and in session. Before re-
suming my seat I should like to thank
His Lordship and His Grace for the
services they have given us this morn-
ing, and I am sure you will join with
me in tendering to our respected Chief
Justice our sincere congratulations on
the dignity that has recently been con-
ferred on him by Her Majesty. (Ap-
plause). 1 may be allowed to add that
we have heard with very deep regret
and disappointment that His Grace has
not found it possible to accept nomina-
tion to this Council, and I take this
opportunity to thank him for the valu-
able services he rendered in the State
Council during the short period of fts
existence, and to express the hope that
in course of time he will-dgain lend ¢¢
our deliberations hig g‘uldancend}l
blessing,
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With the permission of hon. Mem-
bers I will now vacate the Chair for a
short while. Council will reassemble
after the arrival of His Excellency the
Governor which will take place before
40 o’clock. Members may leave their
‘seats during:the interval but are re-
quested to be present in their seats
when His Excellehcy arrives in this
Chamber.

Council adjourned at 9.25 and re-
sumed at 10 a.m. when His Excellency

the Governor, accompanied by Mr.
Speaker, entered the Chamber.
GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS.
His Excellency addressed the

Council as follows :—

Mr. Speaker, Your Grace, Your Lord-
ships, Honourable Members, Ladies and
Gentlemen—

About eight months ago it was my
privilege to open the Legislature
which was established under the Brit-
ish Guiana (Constitution) Order in
Council, 1953. It was hoped then that
with the large measure of responsibili-
ty given to the Colony such develop-
ment would have taken place as would
justify further constitutional advances.
Unfortunately, such hopes were not
realised and, as you are aware, circum-
stances arose which made it necessary
for Her Majesty’s Government to sus-
pend the Constitution and to provide a
new form of Government. The British
Guiana (Constitution) (Temporary Pro-
visions) Order in Council, 1953, was
accordingly made in London on 22nd
December, 1953, providing for the sus-
pension of the Constitution and for the
establishment of a new Government.
This Government has now been ap-
pointed.

It would be improper for me to
ctmment further on the constitutional
changes as a Commission has been ap-
pointed and will arrive in Georgetown
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tomorrow, and will, I am sure, wish to
commence its work immediately. 1
understand it is the intention of the
Commission to make an early touir of
the country districts in order to obtain
a picture of general conditions. I trust
that all sections of the community will
either submit memoranda to the Com-
mission or will volunteer to give oral
evidence.

I considered it essential that thke
new Legislative Council should be ap-
pointed and begin its work with the
least possible delay, and I accordingly
fixed the 1st of January, 1954, as the
day on which Parts IV and V of the.
Order should come into operation., It
is now my privilege toda¥ to open the
new Legislative Council and in spite
of the difficulties and hindrances
which faced this country in 1953, I do
so with undiminished faith in the
future. For ten days Part "'I of the
Order in Council, which gave me full
powers of legislation, has been opera-
tive and I feel that I should explain
publicly but briefly, the laws which I
have passed in that period and the
reasons for each of them.

(a) An Ordinance amending the law re-
lating to certain statutory authorities.
Two orders were made under Sec-
tion 4 of the suspended Constiyu-
tion Order in Council which trans-
ferred the power of appointment
from the Govermor or Governor in
Council to certain Ministers, The
Ordinance just passed by me restoreg
the original power and, at the same
time enlarges the field of selection
by removing any restrictive provi-
sions limiting appeointments to
members of the Legislature.

(b) A decision was taken to postpone
the holding of the New Amsterdam
Town Council Elections during
December and I have passed a law
to give authority to the postpone-
ment for one year and to provide
that the Mayor and Town Council of
New Amstcrdam as at present con-
stituted shall continue in office for
a further period of one year,
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The budget for 1954 has been drawn
up by m— official advisers. I should
emphasgiz. Jhat t non-official mem-

bers of - ecutive Council carry no
responsik for itg preparation. I
do not i bo anticipate th~ “udget
Addresag 1e Financial {__retary

which Wi suurtly be presented; but I
will only observe that the Budget is
not in any way a caretaker budget— -
noy might I add is this Government a
caretaker Government. Our task is net
mark time but to march forward.

The Budget will be presented cn
the lines proposed by the World Bank
Mission in two parts—a recurrent bud-
ret and a capiltai budget. The recurrent
yudget provides for a substantial in-
crease in services and therefore of ex-
penditure.  The capital budget has
been prepared on the basis of the re-

ymmendations of the World Bank,
sume of which it is proposed to expand
and/or accelerate. We shall need
assistance in one way or another from
overseas and the proposals have been
sent to the Secretary of State, I would
add that it is my intention to visit the
United Kingdom at the end of next week
and have consultations with the Colo-
nial Office regarding certain matters
including the financing of our develop-
ment programme,

I am sure that the eslimate il
receive the careful consideration of
the Members of this Honourable Coun-
cil.  They provide for substantial ini-
provements in various services as well
as new schemes both economic and
social — extending over a very wide
field. Given confidence and co-opera-
tion I have no doubt that this New Year
will bring new production and in-
creased employment in most parts of
the country. The population is in-
creasing rapidly and if we are to main-
tain and improve our standards of liv-
ing there must be, given certain con-
ditions, increased production — more
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sugar—Imolre rlice—more copra—more
cattle—more milk—more meat—more
mineral and general development. Mincr
industries must he fostered. There
must be morce work—more building---
more louses in the country and in
towns—more seif-help—more drive-—
more unselfish enthusiasm for the ad-
vancement of British Guiana. There
must be a greater spirit of understand-
ing and co-operation beiween capital
and labour. But above all, there must
be a greater regard for moral and
spiritual values. TLet us put first
things first. There must be a greater
recognition of the brotherhood of man
—practical recognition not theoretical.
The increasing attacks on religion ara
the development of colour prejudice as
political weapons are another reflec-
tion of Communist technique but you
and I, everyone of us, have given by
our shortcomings in the past the oppox-
tunitv for seeds of doubt to be gnwnp,
We have a lot of ground to recov__ in
1954 but unless we put Airst things first
we shall not succeed,

Honourable Members of this Coun-
¢1l have a special responsibility for the
future, but also a great opportunity. I
pray that God’s blessing will be with
yvou in your thoughts, deliberations
and actions and I offer you as a chal-
lenge those well-known lines ;—

“Thai which we are, we are,
One equal temper of hervic hearts
Made weak by time and fate, but strong

in will

To strive, to seek, to find and net to
yield.”

Mr. Lee: Your Excellency, may 1

take the opportunity now on behalf of
my fellow Councillors and myself to
thank you for the excellent and well
considered address you have given us
today, and to assure you, Sir, that you
can expect the fullest co-operation from
this Council in its fulfilment. 1 beg to
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move that permission be granted by
you that the said address be printed
and circulated among the Members of
this Council.”

His Ixcellency withdrew from the
Chamber.

Mr. Speaker: This Council will
now adjourn until tomorrow afternoon
at 2 o’clock, when- the Hon. the Finan-
cial Secretary will deliver his Budget
Address.

Cbuncil adjourned to 2 p.m. on
Wednesday, 6th January, 1954,





