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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Thursday, 6th July, 1944.

The Council met at 12 noon, His
Excellency the Governor, Sir Gordon
Lethem, K.C.M.G., President, in the
Chair,

PRESENT:

The President, His Excellency the
Governor, Sir Gordon Lethem, K.C.M.G.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
Mr. W. L. Heape, C.M.G. .

The Ion. the Colonial Treasurer,
Mr. E. F. McDavid, C.B.E.

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, O. B. E.,
K.C. (New Amsterdam).

The Hon. F. J. Seaford, C.B.E.
(Georgetown North).

The Hon. J. A. Luckhoo, XK.C.
(Nominated).

The Hon. C. V. Wight, (Western
Essequibo).

The Hon. J. I. De Aguiar, (Central
Demerara).

The Hon. H. N. Critchlow, (Nomi-

nated).

The Hon. E. A. Luckhoo, O.B.E.
(Eastern Berbice).

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, O.B.E.
(Nominated).

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O.B.E.

(Georgetown South).

The Hon. J. B. Singh, O.B.E.
(Demerara-Essequibo)
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The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western
Berbice),

The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North
Western District),

The Hon. J. W. Jackson, O.B.E.
(Nominated).

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequibo
River).

The Hon. A. M. Edun (Nomin-

ated).
The Hon. V. Roth (Nominatgd).
The Clerk read prayers.

The minutes of the meeting of
the Council held on the 14th June, 1944,
were taken as read and confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

FRANCHISE COMMISSION’S
REPORT.

The PRESIDENT: Hon. Members
of Council,—this meeting is called today
for the specific purpose of debating
publicly the report of the Franchise
Ccmmission, It has been thought

. desirable to have this early and tenta-

tive expression of view from the
most authoritative body in the
Colony before I submit any con-

sidered recommendations of Govern-
ment to the Secretary of State. I have
arvanged in fact to proceed to London
by the quickest route, three to fout
day passage, at the end of this month
and wish to take with me the expres-
sion of view of Members of this Coun-
cil. It is very desirable that this more
expeditious mode of progress should be
followed rather than that we should
attempt to carry the whole matter
through by correspondence.

It will be, of course, further use-
ful in that I would hope to be able to
fix the vexed question of the Civil List
there rather than pursue the scarcely
satisfactory compromise which we had
proposed to be followed at our last
discussion both in Finance Committee
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proper steps that should be taken to
ensure that the irrigation and drainage
works will be carried through so as to
ensure the best possible health condi-
tions. I have received a special report
from the Malariologist of which I
quote:—
“In the carrying out of any land
and improvement aimed at the agricul-

tural and ecomomic betterment of the
coastal population, it is of the utmost

finportance that a met distinction be
made between = agriculturai lands
and village or residential  areas.
Adequate reservation for the latter
should be made on the healthy
front lands, and the  characler-
istics which make these front Ilands

heaithy (salt soils and surface waters
—active ventilation) should he conserv-
ed, improved and regulated. Legisla-
tion to this end will be necessary.

Sea water influence should be con-
trolled but mnot excluded. Cultivation
and the planting of trees in and around
the villagez and settlements should be
snbject to strict control.

For a depth of at least one and one-
half iles sonth of the limit of the
settlement zone, the land should be laid
out into drained, open pastures. The
amount of fresh water in this zone to be
strictly regulated.

Beyond this buffer of drained, open,
fully ventilated and well stocked land,
all kinds of irrigated cnltivation can
be practised withont compromising
the health and vitality of the popula-
tion.”

These conclusions seem to me
eminently sound and I see no reason
why they should not be followed.

DEVELOPMENT OF TNTRERIOR.

With regard to another matter
which was raised te me in particular
in addressing Council on the 30th May,
that of development of the interior, 1
have appointed a Committee under the
chairmanship of the Honourable the
Seventh Nominated Member, on which
I will myself sit, as well as the princi-
pal Government officers concerned, with
the following terms of reference.

““(a) The planning for the economic
survey of the interior,
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(b) Interior communications generally,
(c) Minor projects of development in
specific areas.”

Some progress has already been
made.

In notifying to Council my forth-
coming visit to London I should also
record that my return by the same quick
route by air is being arranged: though
not its date until I reach London. I
should hope myself that could be some
time in September.

PAPERS LAID.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Mr. Heape) laid on the table the fol-
lowing documents:—

Parcel Postage Rates (Venezuela) Regu-
lations, 1944.

Defence (Transport and Harbours Ordi-

‘nance Amendment) Regulations, 1944.

FRANCHISE COMMISSION’S
REPORT
Mr. WOOLFORD: I beg to give

notice of the following motion:—

“Whereas the -Report of the members
of the Franchise Commission appointed
on the 26th day of May, 1941, has now
been laid on the table, and has also been
printed and made public for the
information of the commmunity in gen-
eral;

Be it Resolved, that the necessary
steps be taken by Government to give
effect if so advised to the recommenda-
tions of the said Commission but more
particularly those relating to the quali-
fication of Electors or fo make decisions
with respect to all or any of the said
decisions.”

I take the opportunity of asking
leave to amend the resolution by the
insertion of the word “to” after the
word “particularly” in the second line,
and the substitution of the word
“recommendations” for the word
“decisions’ appearing at the end of the
resolution,

The PRESIDENT: I think it will
be necessary to accept the suspension
of the Standing Orders in order to take

























































































