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2.10 p.m. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 

LETTER OF THANKS FROM 

MRS •. CHAN-A-SUE 

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, I

have to announce that a -letter 
has been rece ived from M rl;l. 
Eloise Cban-A�Sue, expressing her 
gratitude to Members of this hon. 
Assembly for the kind sentiments 
expressed on the occasion of the 
death of her husband, Mr. ,Charles 
Chan-A-Sue. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Leave of absence from today's 
s itting has been granted to the 
hon. Mohamed Kasim, Minister of 
Works and Hydraulics. 

WELCOME TO MR. C. V, NUNES 

I notice the hon. Member , 
Mr. C.Y. Nunes, in his seat. I 
want to express a welcome to him 

Nazarene in Guyana 

and I venture the hQpe that his 
term of service in this National 
Assembly will proceed uninter­
rupted. [Hon. Members: "Hear, 
hear.·"] 

PRESENTATION OF PETITION 

PRIVATE BILL 

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 

IN GUYANA 

The Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Works and 
Hydraulics (Mr. Joaquin): On 
behal f of the Church of the 
Nazarene, I present a petition 
seeking permission to introduce 
in the Assembly the Private Bill 
intituled: 

11 An Act to inco rpo rate the 
Church of the Nazarene in 
Guyana. II 

T he Ac ting Cl e rk (Mr. 
Vi.ap ree): The Peti tion reads 
as follows: 

"HIS HONOUR THE SPEAKER 

- and -

HONOURABLE MEMBERS OF 

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

The Humble Peti tion of: 

REV. DAVID FRANKLIN BROWNING in his 
capacity as the Executive Officer 
of the General Board of the Church 
of the Nazarene Jefferson, Missouri, 
United States of America. 
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Nazarene in Guyana 

RESP:Er;TFULLY SB.EWETH: 

1. That the General Board of the Church of the Na.za.rene Jeffersol[,, 
Missouri, United States of .America is a Christian Organisation
incorporated, organised and existing under and by virt�e of the
Laws of Missouri, United States of America and through its Foreign
Missions has become established and has been working among the
people of this country continuously since 1948, when the Re..v.
Leland Rogers was appointed a Missionary in this country.

2. �t present there are eleven organised Churches located in the
tov.ns and villages, four full congregations without present church
buildings and forty-seven Sunday School groups of which twelve are
ready for the establishment of churches and full congregations.

3 . The enrolled member�hip at  date is 712 and the Sunday School 
enrolment numbers 3,400. 

4. The establishment is staffed at present  by five Mission-
aries,

Rev. David Franklin Browning 
Rev. Samuel M. Taylor 
Rev. Everet Wayne Knox 

Rev. Peter C. Burkhart 
Rev. Jerry Larkin Demetre 

all of whom are appointed MaITiage Officers. 

5. The organisation has acquired by special licence the property
shown in the attached schedule for the establishment of clmrches,
offices and residence for its personnel.

6. The organisation desires to acquire further property in Guyana 
to expand its churches, mission work and establish training facil­
ities among its congregation. Thus it requires to incorporate
t.he General Board of the Church of the Nazarene in Guyana under
the name a nd style of the General Board of the Church of the
Nazarene, Guyana, with power to acquire and dispose of property
and to obtain the other benefits and obligations of such incor­
poration in Guyana.

7. Your Petitioner respectfully requests permission to have intro­
duced into the National Assembly the following Bill, viz.,

11 A BILL intituled AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE CHURCH OF THE 

NAZARENE IN GUYANA". 

AND IN DUTY BOUND WILL EVER PRAY.

Dated 11th August, 1966. 
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Pe titioner 

The General Board of the Church 
of the Nazarene Registered Office 
230 Al mond Street , Post Offic� 
Box 170, Georgetown. 

Samuel M. Taylor, 
Attorney 

Frank R. Allen 

Counsel for Petitioner. 11 

Question -

" Th at the P romo t e rs be 
allowed to proceed with the 
Bill" -

put, and agreed to. 

PRESENTATIONS OF PAPERS AND 

REPORTS 

The following Papers were 
laid -

Minutes of the First 
Meeting of the Committee of 
Selection held on the 17th 
o f A u  g u s t • 1 9 6 6 - [Mr •
Speaker.]

Financial Paper No. 2 
of 1966 - Schedule of Addi­
tional Provision on the Cur­
rent and Capital Estimates 
for the period ending August . 
1966. totalling "$2,5 09,747.00 
[1he Minister of Finance .] 

In terms of Standing 
Order No . 69 1 the Minister of 
Finance nam ed Mond ay, the 
29th of August, 19661 as the 
d ay for t he consideration 
of the Financial Raper. 

(a) Crown Lands (Amendment)
Re gulat ion s ,  1966,
m ade und er section 17
of t h e  C rown Land s
Ordinance. Chapter 1751 

(b) 

by the Governor-Genera l 
on the 25th of Ju ly, 
1966. 

Petroleum (Prospecting 
and Wi nning) (Amend­
me nt) R e gu l atio n s ,  
1966 (No. 7) made under 
section. 4 (1) of the 
Petroleum (Production) 
Ordinance, Chapter 199; 
by the Governor-General 
on the 8th of August, 
1966,, and p ub lis he d 
in the Gazette on the 
13th of August. 1966 .• 
[The Minister of For• 
ests, L ands and Mines.] 

Third Annual Report and 
Statement of Accounts of the 
British G uiana Electricity 
Corporation for the year·end­
ed December 31, 1963. [The 
Minister of Tra de, Shipping 
and Civil Aviat ion.] 

QUESTIONS TO MINISTERS 

GOVER�MENT CONTRACTORS 

Mr. I.ban: I beg to ask the 
hon. Minister of Labour Question 
No. 1 standing in my name on the 
Order Baper: Is i t  true tha t 
Government Contractors are re­
quired to follow Government regu­
la tions in respect of fair wages 
and ot.her benefit.s for their 
workers? 

The Minister of Labour (Mr. 
Merri man): Contrac tors 'employed  
by Government are required to ob­
serve the pro vi sions of a ny 
existing law which might apply to 
their workers or the msel v es. 
Apart from this, they are re­
quired, as a condition of the 
cont�t, to comQly with the Fair 
W�es Rules, 1946. 
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Mr. Khaa: I should like to 
ask the Minister whether it is 
an es tablished practice that , 
before any contract is awarded, 
these conditions ought to be 
fulfilled, namely a contract for 
fair wages and other benefits for 
the \\Orkers. 

Mr. Merriman: I do not un­
derstand the question that before 
the contract is completed the 
contractor has to satisfv the 
conditions. 

u 

2.20 p.r.i. 

Mr. Ram Karran: Is there any 
means of checking on these con­
tractors? Is the Minister aware 
of the fact that contractors are 
carrving out contracts without 
fairu wages being observed for 
their workers? 

Mr. Merriman: All contrac­
tors who undertake work with 
Government are examined as to 
their honesty of purpose. When 
contracts are executed, contract 
officers check �v $ee if contrac­
tors comply with regulations. 

Mr. Hubbard: Can the hon. 
Minister say what tribunal de­
termines the honesty of purpose 
of a contractor? 

[The hon. Minister offered no 
reply.] 

Mro Khan: Prior to the exe­
cution of a contract, are there 
not certain requirements which 
the contractor must conform to 
before the contract is given out, 
one of them being to ensure fair 
wages and other benefits for the 
workers? 

Mr. Merriman: I said tha�, 
in order to be listed, a Govern­
ment contractor has to O'ive such 
indications. 

"' 

OVERTIME TO MINISTERS' 

CHAUFFEURS 

Mr. Khan: I beg to ask the 
Minister of Labour Question No.· 2 
standing in my name on the Order 
Paper: 

(i) Is Government aware that
chauffeurs employed by
Ministers and paid from
Government funds are dis­
satisfi ed that they are
being called upon to work
abnormally long and unus­
ual hours, without their
being paid for overtime?

(ii) What steps will G overn­
ment take to ensure that
these chauffeurs are not
unconscionably exploited
either -

(a) in respect of the non­
payment of overti me
rat es, or

(b) by their being made to
carry out unusu al or
humiliating duti es?

Mro Merriman: The Answer is 
as follows: Chauffeurs are em­
ployed by individual Ministers, 
who are paid a chauffeur allow­
ance monthly by Government to be 
used towards the expenses of em­
ploying a chauffeur. Representa­
tives of the General Workers' 
Union, which is seeking recoani­
tion to bargain for the ch:uf­
feurs, met the Minister of Labour 
and discussed certain representa­
tions for an increase in wages, 
P�YJ!lent of oyertime and the pro-
v, ,s::, nn n f ,,., , fr,.,..,.�. 
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Mr. Luck: The hon. Minister 
said that they met with him. 
Will the hon.· Minister of Labour 
not confirm that his Qolleagues, 
hon.· Ministers of the Government, 
thrBatened their chauffeurs with 
dismissal for asking for these 
minimum decent conditions of em­
ployment? If this is so, what 
has been the result of the repre­
sentations made to him bv these 
people? 

[The hon. Minister offered no

reply. J 

Mr, Luck: I will repeat the 
question. Representations on 
behalf of these people have been 
made to the hon. Minister of 
Labour. [The Prime Minister: 
"Question!"] I should like to 
know what has happened as a re­
sult of these representations. 

[The hon. Minister offered no 
reply. J 

Mr, Bhagwan: As a further 
supplementary question: Will the 
Minister inform this liQuse (i) 
How many chauffeurs are now· em· 
ployed by Ministers? (ii) What 
wages are now being paid to them? 
(iii) What overtime.earnings do
they get? (iv) What is the
position with respect to the
granting of uniforms?

[The hon. Minister offered no 
reply.] 

Mr, Wilson: Will the Minis­
te r say whether sume of the 
duties of the chauffeurs employed 
by Ministers are to wash their 
dogs - [Laughter.]-· attend to 
th_eir gardens and ci.r_ive their 
wives to the markets? [Mr. 
Ch�ekst "What's wrong wit h 
t:. at '1 1 

[The hon •. Minister offered no 
reply.] 

Mr, Khan: Can the Minister 
say, upon the determination of 
the representations which have 
been made by the union to the 
Minis try of Labour, whether 
chauffeurs will be paid for over­
time work prior and subsequent to 
these representations? If they 
are not going to be paid, will 
the Minister tell us why? 

Mr, Merriman: I do not know 
if the hon. Member is anticipat­
ing the reply to the second part 
of the Question. 

Mr, Khan: May I ask the hon. 
Minister to answer the second 

· part of Question 2?

Mr, Merriman: The Answer to 
the second part of the Question 
is as follows: As you are aware 
no minimum wages are prescribed 
for private car chauffeurs. As 
was pointed out to the represen­
tatives of the union, however, 
Govern ment has increased the 
chauffeur allowance payable to 
Ministers from $90.00 to $120.00 
per month with effect from 14th 
December, 1964, and the rate of 
$120 .00 per month, which was the 
least paid to the chauffeurs of 
Ministers, is more than the mini­
mum wage prescribed for hire car 
chauffeurs. The union was also 
advised to take up with the indi­
vidual employer the question of 
payment for unusually long hours 
of work where this obtained and 
also the supply of uniforms, if 
this was a requirement for the 
job. No representations were re­
ceived nor reference made to 
duties which might be termed un­
usual or humiliating to ·a chauf­
feur. 
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Mr. Luckt Will the Minister 
of Labour not deplore statements 
allegedly coming ·from Ministers, 
published in the newspaeers, that 
they would dismiss their chauf­
feurs rather than pay them over­
time? Cfhe Prime Minister: "Do 
not wo rry with the Mirror. 11]
These statement� ere published 
irithe Guyana Graphic. [The Prime 
Minister: "The Mirror. 11] As Min­
ister of Labour, will the Minis­
ter indicate to this House what 
are the normal hours of work for 
these chauffeurs, so that over­
time pay ment may accrue after 
those hours have been observed? 

Mr. Merriman: That supple­
mentary question is not relevant 
to the Question before the House.' 

Mr. Khan: In keeping with 
the Answer given to the second 
part of Question 2, and in view 
of the abnormally long hours that 
chauffeurs employed by Ministers 
have to work, will the Minister 
say_ whether any consideration 
�ill be given for them to be paid 
:)Vertime? 

Mr. Merriman: If I am so in­
formed, I will give considera­
tion, but I am not aware of it, 
as I previously said. 

Mr. Khan: I did not hear 
that answer. 

Mr. Merriman: If this is so, 
[ will consider it. 

Mro Ram Karren: Will the 
1inister indicate whether it is 
the function and duty of the 
!hauffeurs to drive Ministers'
,'fives to the mar kets?. [Mr.
:hll!!�lk•: "What is wrong with
�hat?"]

2.30 p.m. 

Mr. Merriman: I thought it 
was a condition of duty during 
the early part of 1964. 

WATER FOR FAIRFIELD · 

DE Kffi"DERffi . COTTAGE AREA 

Mr. Kh an: I beg to ask the 
hon. Minister of Local Government 
Question No. 3 standing in my 
name on the Order Paeer: 

( i) Will the Minister state
how soon will the water 
pipel ines be rejoined
or repa ir e d  in the
Fairfield-De Kenderen­
Co ttage area so as to 
provide pure water for
the residents of those 
areas?

(ii) Will the Minister st.ate
how soon will Govern­
me nt pro v ide p ip ed
pure -water services to
the residents of the
Craig-Hope-Friendship 
areas on the East Bank
of Demerara?

The Minister of Local Govern• 
ment (Mr. Cheeks): The Answer to 
the first part is: 

(a) , The pipel ine in the
Fairfield-De Kenderen­
Co ttage area was re ­
si ted when the public 
road was being recon­
structed. It has since 
been damaged, and sec­
tions removed, by per­
sons unknown. 

The pressure of the 
wells supplying the 
area is too low to pro­
vi de a sa tisfact ory 
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flow throughout the 
line and this is be­
lieved to be the reason 
why the lin e has be,en 
br o ke n  in  se ve ra l 
places. Government is 
pursu ing the questi on 
of replacing the pipes 
and introducing a pres­
surised system. 

An ad equate supply can 
be provided if one of 
the wells is pumped but 
the r e sid ents wou ld 
have to p a y f o r t· he 
c ost of maintenance 
and operati on. 

The Answer to the second part 
of the Question is: 

(b) Craig, Hope and Friend­
ship formerly received
a pressurised supply of
wate r from the Govern•
me nt own ed  w ell at
Friendshin, which is on 
privately· owned land.

In February, 1964, as a
result of an incident
between the owner of
the land and the Pure
Water Supply Depart­
ment, pumpin g  op er  a­
tions had to be discon­
tinued. 

Arrangements were, how­
ever• made for Craig
Village District to be
supplied from the Sugar
Industry Labour Welfare
Fund Committee's dis­
tributi on system at
Grove while H ope and
Friendship continued to
receive water from the
Friendship well, by
gravit y flow·.

During t�e ear�y part 
of this year the resi­
d e nt s  o f Ho pe a n d  
Friendship made repre­
s entations for an im­
proved pure water sup­
ply, and agreed to pay 
fo r  private con n e c­
tion s. 

It was decided to give 
effect to this and the 
land on which the well 
i s  situated has n ow 
been leased to Govern­
ment and it _will now be 
possible for pumping 
operations to recom­
me nce.

It is expect ed that 
work in the area will 
commence shortly. 

Mr. Khant With respect to 
the f irst part of- the Question, 
obviously the hon. Minister did 
no t  know what he was talk ing 
about. I should like to know 
whether the Minister is.not aware 
that the well between the junc­
tion of Fairfield and de Hoop has 
sufficient pressure to feed the 
p ipel i nes right thro ugh to 
Cottage. 

Mr. Cheeks: I am advised 
that that is not so . That sys­
tem is not pressurised. 

Mr. Khan: Is the Minister 
aware that when these pipelines 
were res ite d, they were not re­
s ited in such a way as to give a 
continuity of flow, and as a re­
sult , there is no water? I 
should like to know whether the 
hon. Minister is aware that the 
p ipelines were not s ited correct­
ly, as a. result of which, resi­
dents are suffering? 
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Mr. Cheekai The Answer to 
that is th.at the residents them­
selves have broken the lines. In 
some cases, parts have been re­
moved. If the Member goes there 
he will see that. 

Mro Khan: Will the Minister 
tell this House if he is aware of 
the fact that when the road was 
being widened, all the pipelines 
had to be dug up and, consequent­
ly, parts were removed from the 
main section and transferred to 
the Mahaica section by the Pure 
Water Supply Division? 

[The hon. Minister offered no

reply.] 

Mro Wilson: The Minister 
said that water c�n be provided 
if one of the wells is pumpeQ, 
but residents will have to pay 
the costs of maintenance and 
o peration._ Does the Minister
mean that water will not be sup­
plied until they can pay? [Mr.
Bisseaber: "Do you infer that?"]

[The hon. Minister offered no

reply.] 

Oro Ramoahoye: Could the 
hon. Minister tell this House 
when it was discovered that the 
pipelines were broken? 

Mro Claeeke: The pipelines 
w ere disco vered broken some 
months ago. They were repaired 
and shortly after they were found 
broken again. The 11cocks11 as 
they are called, were remved. 

Mr. Wilson: Will the Minis­
ter admit that it  is because of 
the incompetence of his Ministry 
that water was not available at 
Wismar for the dele gates -­
[Lauihter.J 

TRANSPORT & HARBOURS 

DEPARTMENT 

Mr. Lall: I beg to ask the 
Minister of Communications Ques­
tion No. 4 standing in my name on 
the Order Paper: 

(i) How many persons in the
Transport an�H�rbours
Departme nt are desig­
na t e d  as G rade 11
Supervisors on the New
Amsterdam Wharf?

(ii) Are all the persons so
g raded being paid the
salaries of Grade Il
Supervisors?

(iii) Ii any Grade II Super­
visors are being paid
the salaries of Grade
III Supervisors, will
the Minister state the
reasons therefor?

The Minister of Commonica• 

tions (Mr. Correia): 

(i) There are no employees
designated Supervisors
at the New Amsterdam
Stel ling, but there are
Clerks and it is pr•­
sumed that these are
the persons to whom the
Question refers, It is
normall y the case that
one (1) Grade II Clerk
i s  posted f or duty at
th e N e w  A m s t e r dam
Stel l i n g.

At p resen t, owing to
temporary transfers and 
postings, that Grade II
Clerk is serving at
Stanleytown Stelling
and a Grade III Clerk
has been posted to New
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Amsterdam as a tempor­
ary measure. 'Ihere is, 
therefore, no person 
designated as Grade II 
Cl erk a t  t h e  New 
Amsterdam Stelling for 
the moment. 

(ii) and I n  the light of the
(iii) Answer to th e firs t 

Question, the sec on d
and third Questions do 
not apply. 

Mr. Raa larraa: Would the 
hon. Minister say how long this 
condition will continue and when 
these Clerks will be pa.id? 

Mr. Correia: The appointment 
is a temporary one a.nd it will be 
adjusted as soon as the depart­
ment can fi nd a Cl erk to f il l  
that position. 

Mr. Ra.a Karraa: Would the 
hon. Minister tell us whether the 
Chief Civil En gi n e er i n  t h e  
Transport and Harbours Department 
is being replaced by an expatri­
a.h? 

[The hon. Minister offered no

reply.] 

Mr. Linde: Is the Minister 
aware of the serious dissatisfac­
tion over the receipt of wages? 

Mr. Corr e i a: I h a v e  n o t  
heard of any serious dissatisfac­
tion of paym e n ts rece i v ed by 
Clerks. 

Mr. Wilsoa: Is the Minist�r 
saying that Grade II Clerks are 
satisfied? Is he saying.that? 

Mr. Correia: I have no rea­
son to believe that there is any 
dissatisfaction. 

Mr. Lall: Is  i t  true t o  
state that workers who were pro­
mo ted as Grade I Clerks several 
years ago are still being paid 
as Grade II Cl erks? 

2. 40 p. m.

Mr. Correia: I a.m. not a.ware 
of that. 

TERMS OF EMPLOYMENT OF 

MR. RAMPHAL, C.M.G., Q.C. 

Mr. Wilson: I beg to ask the 
hon. Prime Minister Que stion 
No. 5 standing in my name: 

(i) Is t h e Hon o u r abl e 
S.S. Ramp hal, C.M.G.·
Q. C., Attorney-General,
employed on contract by
the Government? 

If the answer 'is in 
the af f irmative, w ill 
the Prime Minister say 
for how long? 

(ii) Is Mr. Ramphal to re­
c eiv e a grat uit y or
other form of superan­
nuation benefit and/or 
compensation at the end
of his term as Attor­
ney-General? 

(iii) Is Mr. Ramphal to be 
p r ovid e d  wi t h, a t
Government's expense, a
free house or an al low­
ance ill lieu thereof?
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The Pr i a e M i n i • t e r ( Mr • 
Burnham): Th e Answer to  the 
Question is: 

(i) No.
(ii) No.

(iii) No.

Mr. Lu ck: I h o p e  we a r e  
getting truthful Answers regard­
ing this matter. I would like to 
ask the ho n. P r i m e  M i n i ste r 
whether Mr. Ramphal did not live 
in Government q ua rte rs for at 
least six months before he occu­
pied his own residence? 

The Priae Minister: In order 
to facilitate the hon. Attorney­
General, while his present resi­
dence was being reconstructed and 
he could n ot find  a suita ble  
residence to rent, he was accom­
modated by Government in a cer­
tain build ing whic h  was  o n c e  
occupied b y  the brother of the 
hon. Member. 

Mr. Luek: Wi ll  t he h on. 
Prime Minister say what was the 
rent paid fo r this  r es id en c e 
which was occupied by Mr. Ramphal? 

The Pri•e Minister: I am not 
aware of the rental value· of the 
residence. 

Mr. Lock: The rent for the 
house, which was computed for in­
come tax purposes in relation to 
somebody else, was $240. I would 
like to ask the hon. Prime Minis­
ter whether the sum of $240 has 
b een computed in the hon. Mr. 
Ramphal's income for the purpose 
of income tax, less such rent as 
he may actually have been paying? 

His taxable income must now be  
increased by $240, less the $60 
rent that he has been paying. 
Has this been done? 

The Priae Minister: I am not 
aware of what rental was p aid. 
The hon. Attorney-General lives 
in his private house for which he 
receives no.allowance. 

Mr. Lock: Wi ll the hon. 
Prime Minister give this House 
the assurance that, in relation 
to the per i od w h en the h o n .  
Attornev-General was living in 
the hou;e of the Credit Corpora­
tion, he will be treated no dif­
ferently, in law, from any other 
person who may have occupied that 
house? 

The Prime Minister: Under my 
administration, no one is above 
the law. 

KITIY RAILWAY STATION 

Mr, Ally : I should like to 
ask the hon. Minister of Communi­
cations Question No. 6 stan ding 
in my name: Will the Minister 
state when construction of the 
proposed new Railway Station at 
Kitty will be started? 

Mr. C.Orreia: Government does 
not have any plans for the con­
struction of a new Railway Sta­
tion, at Kitty. 

Mr. Ram Karren: Is the hon. 
Minister aware that the accommo­
dation at the Railway Station is 
inadequate? 

[The hon •. Minister offered no

reply.] 
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The Minister of Housing and 
Reconstruction (Leader of the 
House) (Mr. Bissember): May I 
draw Your Honour's attention to 
the tiine? It is now 2.45 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker: 
that. 

I have observed 

t1NEMPLOYED AND 

UNDERE\IPLOYED PERSONS 

IN GUYANA 

Mr. Ally: I should like to 
ask the hon. Minister of Labour 
Question No. 7 sta nding in  m y  
name: What was the number, as at 
31st March, 1966, of -

(a) unemployed persons

( i) in Georgetown?

(ii) in the areas outside of
Georgetown?

(b) underemployed persons?

Mr. Merriaan: There is no 
information available on the num­
ber of per sons who were unem­
ployed or underemployed,at 31st
March, 1966. However, data show­
ing the position in �arch, 1965, 
can be obtained from the Report 
on Manpower Requirements and the 
Labour For ce, 1965, which was 
published in June, 1966 . This 
Report used two bases for measur­
i� t� la b out fo rce a nd its 
various ch a ra ct e ri st i CS; one 
measuring the situat ion over a 
period of one week and tlie- other 
over a period of one year, both 
periods te rmina t i n_g on  20t h 
March, 1965. The following posi­
tion was d isclosed in the Re­
port:,-

( a) Unemployed persoas during
"Survey Week" (i.e. week
ended 20th March, 1965)

George­
town 

Other Areas -
8,830 persons 

27,814, II 

36,644 persons 

Unemployed Persons during 
Year ended 20th March, 
1965 

George-
town - , 8 800 persons

Other Areas - 18�336 
27,136 persons 

(b) Underemployed is a sub­
jective term depending on
the nature of a person's
gainfu l o ccu pation and
th e amo unt of annual
earnings a person would
be content to live on.
Fo r these  rea s o ns n o
attempt was made in the
'.surve� to determine the
'proportion of persons who
WO U 1 d h a Ve - C 0 -D Si de red
themselves underemployed
du r in g t h e Y. e a r en d e d
20th March, 1965, How­
ever, t he table below
shows the level of em­
ployment among the per­
sons who· worked during
the year according to the
number of months worked:

N1111ber of Months Worked Person• 

Less than one manth 
One to ·th re·e mon tbs 
Four to six months 

1. 968
20,793
35,421
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Seven to nine months 

Ten months and over 

Not stated 

30,564 

75,572 

l, 594 

165,912 

The Employm ent E x c hang e on l y  
attempts to place in employment 
those persons who are unemployed 
and who are reg istered at t he 
Exchange. 

Mr. Speaker: The next Item 
pl ease; we have to close Ques­
t ions. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL 

ORGANISATIONS BILL 

The Minister of Fin an c e 

(Mr. d'�uia r): I beg to mo ve 
that this Item be deferred. 

Question put, and a8reed to. 

MATTER OF PRIVILEGE 

INADEQUATE NOTICE OF MEETINGS 

OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

Leader of the Opposition 
(Dr. Jagan): I should like to 
raise, in this Assembly, a matter 
regarding the privileges of Mem­
bers of this House. I refer the 
Jersistent and consistent late 
iotice for summoning meetings of 
�his Assembly. Notification for 
,oday' s meeting reached me only 
>n the evening of last Tuesday.
¥hen I approached some of my
:::olleagues of this House, I found
that some of them did not re­
ceive their notices of the meet­
ing until Wednesday. ·1n fact,
the Secretary of the P.P.P. par-

liamentary group, Mr. Luck, did 
not receive �is papers until he 
came to the House this afternoon. 

A Member of this House who 
resides in Berb ice, Mr. Poonai, 
has not yet received his papers, 
We have also two Members who are 
living in remote areas in the 
�o un try: one liv es in the 
Berbice River; he  is here acci­
dentally and not because he had 
received any notice of this meet­
ing; and another Member lives in 
the Moruka River who is not here 
today, no doubt, because of the 
fact that he ha s not received 
any notice of this meeting . 
2 .50 p.m. 

Only last week I had to speak 
to you, sir, by telephone in con­
nection with another meeting , 
namely, the meeting of the Com­
mittee of Selection, notice of 
which, according to the notifica­
tion, was written on the 15th 
August for a meeting swnmoned for 
the 17th August. Clearly this is 
not good enough. As I po inted 
out, there are many Members of 
the Assemblv who come from remote 
areas and s�me are practising at 
the Bar. As the Prime �linister 
would know, Judge s and Magis­
trates are not always willing to 
give leave of absence to Barris­
ters or to allow postponement of 
cases. 

I would urge you, sir, to re­
quest the Leader of the Govern­
ment Bu siness at all times to 
give ad equate notice of these 
meetings, so that t he work of 
this Assembly can be carried out 
properly and so that the Members, 
at least those of the Opposition, 
can come here well prepared for 
whatever subject may be under 
discussion. I do hope that these 
lapses will not continue in the 
future. 
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Mr. Speakers Hon. Leader of 
the House will you say something? 

Mr. Bissember: I do not con­
cede that there have been any 
lapses on the part of the Govern­
ment. 

The hon. Leader of the Oppo­
sition has spoken to me on sever­
al o�casions, not about non­
receipt of notifications . In  
some cases we have tried to  meet 
him. I have in mind two cases. 
On one occasion he was campaign­
ing in the Essequibo district and 
Government's business was urgent. 
We met him and did not sit on the 
Monday planned. 

Without going into the mat­
ters in detail, I may say tha t  
every effort is being made for 
members of the Opposition to be 
notified in good time. It is not 
correct, as stated in the letter 
of the Leader of the Opposition 
to you, sir, which was copied to 
me, that the Standing Orders make 
provision for notice. The Stand­
i ng Orders make no provision 
and �e follow the practice in 
England, which we ---consider is to 
give reasonable time.· We-always 
try to give reasonable time to 
the hon. Members of the Opposi­
tion, so that the business of the 
House can be proceeded with. I 
undertake in future to ensure 
that reasonable time is given to 

Members before they attend the 
sittings of the House. 

PUBLIC BUSI NESS 

MOTi ON 

REVISION AND/OR MODIFICATION 

O.F STANDING ORDERS

"Whereas the Standing 
Orders as in force in the 

previoua Hous e of Assembly 
prior tp the 26,th May. 1%6. 
are sti ll in force a s  the 
r ules of  procedur e of the 
present National Assembly; 

And Whereas t�e afore­
said Standing Orders need 
revision and/or modification: 

Resolved, That the said 
Standing Orders be referr ed 
to th e Standing Orders Com­
mittee of the Nation al Assem­
bly for the  n ecessary revi­
sion and/or modification." 
[Mr.·Bissember.J 

Mr. Bissember: Under para­
graph 7(4) of The Guyana Indepen­
dence Order 1966, provision was 
made for the Standing Orders of 
the then House of Assembly to be 
effective for·the pre,sent National 
Assembly. It has become impera­
tive, not only because of repre­
sentations made by my colleagues 
o n  this  s ide of the House,
but also because of the addi­
t ional number of Members in
this House, that these Stand­
ing Orders shoul d be revised or
amended.

I therefore move that the 
present Standing Orders be rt­
feITed to the Standing Orderh 
Committee for any necessary revi­
sion and/or modificat ion. The 
report will be submitted to the 
Assembly in the normal course. 

Question put. and agreed to. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Resolved, "That this Assembly 
do now adjourn untilMonday, 29th 
August, 1966, at 2 p.m." - [Mr., 
Biss ember. J 

Adjourned accordingly at 
2.54 p.m. 
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