























other hon. Members, I felt myself to be
on ihe hurns of a dilemma. One horn of

¢ dilemma was the fact that almost
every department of Government was
asking for a substantially inereased
vote, leading to a neavier burden on the
taxpayers. The other horn of the
dilemma was that, by voting against
the Estimates one might be helding up
the nec~-ary work designed to benefit
the peowe of this country as a whole.
I have heard more experienced Mem-
bers, and I express the view that the
problem thiz time was more acute than
for many years previously.

I join with the hon. the Financial
Secretary in regretting that he was un-
able to make his Budget Statement be-
tore the 17th of December last, and I
am more regretful that it will have
taken some eight weeks since the 17th
of December to pass the Budget in all
its stages. Surely, it is a handicap to
all Government Departments and .to the
Members charged with Portfolios not
to be able to know exactly where they
are when the financial year begins on
the Ist of January. OQur tempo is not
fasl enough: we are wasting valuable
time.

It is not in my mind for the first
time that we will do very well to get
away from making our financial year
coincide with our calendar year. De-
cember is becoming increasingly every
yvear the most important internal trad-
ing month of the whole twelve. Decem-
ber iz a month when the public spends
as freely and as heavily as it can. I
think it has become unfair to the pub-
lic and to the business community,
even to the Government that this
month of December should be overcast
with uncertainty regarding new taxa-
tion. I suggest that serious considera-
tion be given to the question of adjust-
ing our financial year and making it
end on the 31st March instead of the
31at of December.

36:

I go on from that suggestion w
sa that it does= not suit these moden
tiuws that th. debate on the Budge
should be the annual oppo ity fo
hon, Members to speak at great length

- individually and in the aggregate, o

every phase of governmental activity
Once the Finance Committee ha
dealt in detail with the Kstimates
then, I submit, the other stages of th
Budget should be carried through ver;
quickly indeed. At the same time I d
agree that there should be one ocea
gion in the year on which hon. Mem
bers should have a “roving com
misajon” to speak as long as the;
wish on almest anything whatever con
nected with the work of Governmeni
but I suggest the best time to do tha
would be bhefore the Estimates of th
ensuing vear are prepared, and 1 suk
wit that June is the most suitabl
month. I hope scon to get another og
portunity to develop this suggestion I
more detail.

I intend to refer only to very fey
points made by the hon. the Financi:
Secretary on the 17th of December i
the Budget Statement, and so far as th
detailed Estimates are concerned I hay
already given my votes in Finance Com
mittee and will do 20 again when we g
into full commitiee.

Speaking of the major water-con
trol schemes formulated by Mr. F. I
Hutehinson the hon. the Financial Sec
retary made a serious statement. H
said:

“Experience over the vyears howevel
suggests that until such schemes ar
embraced, agriculture on the coast wil
remain disappointing, diffieult and unre
warding.”

More recently still, hon. Member
have stated that they consider man:
forms of agricnlture to Dbe
a sorry state, For myself—I haw
travelled extensively in British Guiana
in 1954 I covered much groum
and I feel I have gained a usefu
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am grateful now for that adjusiment,
but I feel that more study should be
given to the matter as a whole.

In this Council I have heard
much gaid about the “small man”,
Good luck to the “small man”! T shall

support every bit as wholeheartedly as
any other hon, Member, any reason-
able proposal to improve the lot of the
“small man”. T am not out of touch
witih his problems; T see them every
day, T have helped many ‘“small men”
and I trust I shall help many more. I
have had my own experience of hard-
ship, particularly during the erisis in
England in 1931, and I shall not forget
my experiences or lose sympathy with
the “small man”, However, my task
today is to speak up on behalf of the
thousand  taxpayers with  incomes
between $5,000 and $15,000, and I shali
describe this. gronp as the “medium.
size man”. I am one of them. Hon.
Members may think that my 75 inches
and 230 pounds disqualify me from the
description of “medium-size man”, bhut

I am speaking not of weight but of
income,

The “medium-size” man wil] get
precious little sympathy from the
“small man”, but it is the “small mind”
that I deplore. I am well aware that
I am speaking for a group that has few
champions, but the group is increasing
" numbers every year, and it is well
for the country that this is so. It is
needed every hit as much as any other
group. The “medium size” man ig al-
ready bearing substantial direct taxa-
" tion, and all in all he already has hig
fair share of worry. In 1955 he will
be hit by heavier indirect taxation.
That is accepted, but do not decrease
the ability of the “medium size” man
to save for his old age, or to protect
his family,

"Tn his report Mr. Nicholas quotes
...n who earns $30,000 ag an ex-
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anple. What an extraordinary example
to choose, when in his own appendix
he shows there were only 11 such for- -
tunate people in the whele country in _
19531 If Government feels it must
strike another blow at those 11, why
smite a thousand and eleven at the
same time? I am prepared to go into
this matter in great detail and I may
do so at a later stage. At thig june-
ture I will make only three more points.
I repeat that I am speaking only for a
few, but in that few are men who gave
five or =ix years’ war gervice, during
which time they were unable to take
out life insurance. Why should they
pe penalised because war service forced
them to take ouf insurance later in life
at heavier annnal premiums?

Then there is the group of self-em-
ployed men who do not enjoy the

benefits of pension schemes. QOne
such man, a mathematician of integrity
and repute, has worked out that
to get on the same old happy level
In his old age az Thig opposite
number in the Civil Serviee, he

needs to put by not one-sixth of his
gross income in tax-free savings, but
one-fifth, It comes with bad grace
from Government to widen the gap
between Civil Servants and their oppo-
site numbers in “the outer darkness”
in the very year that Civil Service sal-
aries are to be revised upwards,

Finally, if we are to compare this
particular proposal with those obtain-
ing in other West Indian Colonies, then
I reply that the ecmparison should be
full and complete, taking into account
taxation in all its branches. In any
case, it is a pity that this country should
follow the bad example of others who
have placed a disproportionate burden
of taxation on their middle clags or
“medium-size” man.

I have spoken at some length on
this matter, becavse T regard =&
prineiple as being involved, namely that









































