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LEG IS LAT IVE COUNCIL. 

Thuraday, 9th October, 1941. 

The Council met at 10.30 a.m. pursuant 
to adjournment, His Excellency the Officer 
Administering the Gevernment, Mr. G. D. 
OWEN, C.M.G., President, in the Chair. 

PRESENT. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 

(Acting) Mr. G. C. Green, M.B.E. 

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr. 
E. 0. Pretheroe, 1\'I.C., K.C.

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E., (Nominated
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. J. S. Dash, Director of Agri­
culture. 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C., (New 
Amsterdam). 

The Hon. E. F. McDavid, l\i.B.E., 
Colonial Treasurer. 

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, 0.B.E., 
(Nominated U nolficial Member). · 

The' Hon. W. A. D'Andrade, O.B.E., 
Comptroller of Customs. 

The Hon. N. M. Maclennan, Director of 
Medical Services. 

The Hon. M. B. Laing, O.B.E., Com­
missioner of Labour and Local Govern­
ment. 

The Hon. L. G. Crease, Director of 
Education, 

The Hon. B. R. ·wood, Conservator of 
Forests. 

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E., 
(Georgetown Central). 

The Hon. J. Eleazar (Berbice River). 

The Hon, J. I. De Aguiar (Central 
Demerara). 

The Hon. Jung Bahadur Singh (Dem­
el'ara-Essequebo ). 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western Ber­
bice). 

The Hon. E. M. Walc ott (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North Western 
District). 

The Hon. J. W. Jackson (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. F. A. Mackey (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. C. V. Wight (Western Esse­
quebo ). 

MINUTES. 
The minutes of the meeting of the 

Council held on the 8th of October, 1941, 
as printed and circulated, were confirmed. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

TENANCY OF RICE LANDS.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT, on behalf of Mr. 
Mr. LEE, asked and the COLONIAL 
SECRETARY (Acting) laid over replies 
to the following questions :-

Q. 1. Is Government aware that proprietor� of
rice lauds are increasin!! their renLs P If the 
answer is in the altirmative, will Government 
state what stPps are being taken to prevent 
this iccrease? Is Government also aware ttiat 
the owners of rice factories have increased 
their charges to mill padi ? 

lf no e.cLion is beiug taken to pre,·ent them, 
will Governme11t state whether any increase in 
the pric·e of rice will be made? 

Q. 2. Is Government aware that lan<led pro·
prietors, who are owners oi rice mills on these 
eaij est-ates, are refusing to mill the padi 0£ 
the tenants, and are compelliug them to sell 
their padi to Lbe mill P 

Q. a. ls Go\'ernment aw .. re that such proprie­
tors have du ri11g this small or Sp riug crop poid 
less than the market price fixed for padi received 
at their mills ? 

If theanswais i.i the aflinnathe, will Govern­
ment state what steps are beiog taken to 
prevent this ? 

Q. 4. Is Government aware that the several
tenants are under thre!l.ls of riispossEssioo, ii 
the padi is n,,t sold to I he mill ? 

Q. b. Will Goveruwent protect these poor
teoa.uts by i11troducing some 1neasure of legis­
lation to give them some security of tenure fur 
the duration of tbe w,r? 

A. 1 to 5. 'l'he Government, is !\\Yara tbat the
relations between lan<i-owner-m1llers nu,t µad1 
gro-,·ers nre iu m"uy cases 11us,uistae1ory 
althoo�h lhe fault does nor. lie ouly with Lhe 
former. Hepresent.ations lrn.ve also be en 
receivtd ou behalf of the proprie, ors urgiug 
that statutory protect.ion sbonld be aff_,n1e,1 
them with respect to advances made tn pa.di 
growers who, it is claimed, in some cases dispose 
of their padi frauclulently after having rece1vetl 
advances against it. 
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With regard to land rents, the hon. Mem­
ber's nttention is invited to the letter dated 
13th Jnne, 1941, addressed to him by the 
Colo11i11J Secretary, in which he was informer! 
that it is considered that legislation to control 
reutal charges of rice lands would be impracti­
cable. 

With regard to milling fees, etc., draft 
amending Hegulations to the Defence (Rice 
Control) Regulations, 1940, are under consit.lera· 
tion which would enable milling fees to be 
fixed if necessary, and would dso provide power 
to the Governor to take suitable action in any 
specific case of exploitation of padi growers by 
a miller. 

With respect to the pl'ice of rice tbe boo. 
Member's attention is invited to Notice No. 
131:{ in the Gazette of 4th October, 1941, iu 
which tbe Hice �arketiag Boarcl announce an 
increase of 20 cents per bag in the Bo ad's 
purchase prices for all grades of rice. 

.Kegarding pa.di purchases the Government is 
not aware that there has been any general 
breach of the regulation fixing a minimum 
price at which parli may be purchased from a 
grower. The specitic incident to which tbe hon. 
Mero ber drew attention in his letter to the 
Colonial Secretary dnted 26th May, 1941, was 
investigated and settled on 4th June, 19U, by 
the Dist1 ict Agricultural Superintendent who 
found tlrnt the padi in queetion was so poor in 
quality tl:at it could not be manufactured into 
even the lowest grade of rice and consequently 
arranged for it to be retnroed to the growers 
for use as stock feed. 

GOVERNMENT COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT 
ScHEi\rns. 

Q. 1. Will Government state what schemes,
proposals and/or memoraLCla were submitted 
to �ir Frank Stockdale for the improvement 
and development of the Co lony by the Go,·ern­
ment? 

Q. 2. ,vill Governmen� supply the Members of
this C..::ouncil wiLh copies of the said memoranda 
a.nd etc., as �i ven? 

.l. l &2. A number of projects were submitted 
by the Government and discussed with the 
Comptroller for Developruent and Welfare 
during his visit to this Colony in March, but 
they were not prepared in the form of applica­
tions for assistance froru the Colonial Develop­
ment and \Velfa.re Fund. Since the Comp• 
troller's visit, however, reports dealing with 
Agricultnre, Public Health, Drainage and 
and Irrigation ba,·e been received from him 
and bis Advisers and t-bese liave been laid 
belore the Legislative Council. 

A pplicatioas· for assistance to enable a 
number of the proposals in ihe reports to be 
carried out have recr.ntly been submitted by 
tbe Go,·ernmeot to the Secretary of State, and 
estimates in respeet of other schemes are in the 
course of preparation. 

CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT BANKS. 

Mr. JACOB asked and the COLONIAL 
SECRETARY (Acting) laid over replies 
to the followini questions :-

Q. 1. How many Co-operative Credit Banks
were in operation as at June 30th, 1941, in the 
Couuties of Demerara, Berbice and Essequebo, 
gi vio g each separately ? 

A. l. Twenty-two Co-operative Credit Banks
are in operation:-

Ia County of Essequebo 4 
In County of Demerara. 10 
In County of Berbice 8 

Q. 2. What w:ts the amount of Capital in these
Banks; how much was subscribed by their 
members; and bow much was loaned by Gov. 
ernment as at June 30th, 1941? 

A. 2. The µaid-up share capital of these Banks
is $68,901.99. At June :-rnth, 1941, Government 
loans to these banks amounted to $55,936 
of which $34,630 has been repaid, lea,·ing a 
balance of $21,306 owiug. l<'urther loans 
to these banks, amounting to $8,000, have 
been also approved of which $2,500 bas since 
been taken, In aclrlition, atnhority bas been 
sought to provide Sl0,000 more which, ii ap­
proved, will make a total of $30,000 avaihble 
this yea1·. 

Q. 3. What is the rate of interest chargeable by 
the Government on loans to the Co-operative 
C, edit Banko? Is it pos�ible to rednce the rate 
of interest ? 

A. 3. Government charges interest at 4 per
cenr,. per aunurn on all loans to Co-operative 
Credit Bau ks. The rate for these loans and for all 
Government loans to Local Authorities was 
reduced from 6 per cent. to 4 per cent, with 
ett'ect from 1st Jannary, 1935. 4 per cent. is 
considerer! to be an ap1nopriate rate. 

Q. 4. What is the rate of interest charged to 
rnem bers or borrowers, on loans from the 
Banks ? 

A. 4. Thirteen Banks cha.rge interest at 12 per
cent., eight charge IO per cent., and one Bank 
charges S µer cent. per annum on loans to 
members. The profits of Banks return to mem­
bers up to 6 µer cent. on shares. 

Q. 5. What amount was loaned to Cane, Rice,
Coconut. and Coffee Farmers to the end of 
December, 1940, giving ea.ch separately? 

A. 5. During 1940, loans were made to pea-
sant farmers only as under:-

Cane ,_$ 1,289 00 
Hice ... $ ll ,964 51 
Coffee ... $ 1,304 00 
Coconuts ... $ 262 21 

It is impracticable to analyse all the loans 
which have been made by the hanks under the 
above heads. 

6. What additional amount was loaned to
Rice Farmers for increasing the production of 
rice after the deputation of the Hice Producers' 
Adviwry Committee had interviewed His 
Excellency Sir Wilfrid Jackson in July, 1940, 
when it was decided that a sum not exceedino­
$150,000 would be made arnilable for lending 
to rice producers ? 

A. 6. Under the provision of the Rice Growers
Loans Ordinance, Chapter 155, the sum lent to 
rice farmers through the Co-operative Credit 
Banks was $14,649 of wliich $l3,202.98 has 
already been repaid to the Treasury. No legiti­
mat11 application was rejected. 

Q. 7. \\'hen were these Banks established, a11rl
whut is the reason for their slow ]Jrogress, or 
110 progress at all ? 

----7 
--
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A. 1. Of the Banks under consideration:-
One was registered in 1915 
Eleven were registered in 1916 
.Four 1917 
Two ,, ,, ,, 1918 
One was registered in 1927 
One ,, 19:,9 
Two were ., ,, 1940 

Refereuce is invited to the anuual repu1ts on 
the working ot these Banks, which have been 
printed and laid before the Legislative Conncil. 
These reports indicate the progress which bas 
been made since their estaolishment a.n,1 the 
factors which have retarded their continuecl 
development in recent years. As stated in Lhe 
answer to Question 2 the Banks are now being 
provided with additional capital in the form of 
Government loans, and their activhies are being 
expanded at the present time. 

00MPASSIONATB AWARD TO ALI BACCHUS. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr. 
G. C. Green, Acting) : I beg to move-

THAT, with reference to Governor's Message
No. 13 dated 25th August, 1941, this Council 
approves the grant of an ex gratia payment of 
an amount not exceeding $1,680 to Ali Bacchus, 
who as a result of an assult on him by ex-Police 
Constable Barrington in December, 1939, has 
now become permanently incapacitated. 

I think the facts of this case are within 
the recollections of hon. Members. It wa,1 
a bad case. It was a case arising out of a 
bush rum raid carried out by the Police in 
December, 1939, when P.O. Barrington and 
other police constables arrested certain 
persons including Bacchus. At the Police 
Station a very bad assault was carried out 
by Barrington on Bacchus. It has been 
proved that on three occasions at the 
Police Station this Police Constable 
assaulted this man in such a manner as to 
render him permanently incapacitated. The 
most th,it could be said in favour of Btu-• 
rington was that his sanity was in doubt. 

It was proved, however, that he was sane 
and as a result he was prosecuted and 
sentenced to four years' penal servitude. 
He is n.o)v1serving his sentence.

, oa ·· .. 110:; l.''t" 1
t', 

The case of Bacchus has been vel'y care­
fully considered by Government, and, while 
no legal liability rests with Government, it 
is considered equitable that he should be 
compensated in some manner. He was 11 
labourer and lived with his wife, mother 
and brothers, and as a result of his incapa­
citation his wife has had to devote all her 
time looking after him, so that she wlto 
may have become a source of help to the 

family has not been able to assist in any 
way. In considering what payment should 
be made in this instance Government used 
as a basis what may have -been paid had 
Bacchus come under the purview of the 
Workmen's Compensa,tion Ordinance. That 
was only used as a guide as that Ordinance 
does not :1pply and in this case it is only 
an ex gratia payment. In order to ensure 
that Bacchus's family is provided for 
Government proposes to this Council that 
this ex gratia payment of $1,680 should be 
handed over to the Public Trustee to be 
disbursed in monthly sums of $10 for the 
benefit of the family. I beg to move the 
motion. 

Mr. DIAS seconded. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: We do not third 
motions he1·e, and so I am supporting it 
beca,use I cannot third it. I have intim,1tc 
knowledge of this matter because I was the 
first person outside that got to know what 
transpired. When it occurred, there were 
three men with this policeman in the 
Guard room and two of the men came 
to me to act in their behalf in the prosecu­
tion. 'l'herefore, whatever tl'anspired those 
men were the only ones to give evidence, 
and what they said when it had just 
occurred could be regarded as the truth. 
While I support the motion to help poor 
Bacchus, who is u. pitiable sight to see, I 
would ask Government to consider Bar­
rington who is now in penal servitude. 

Barrington is one of the most quiet of 
men. He was a simple inoffensive police­
man of eighteen years' standing in the 
Police Force, He was a very huge man, 
a half giant. It appears that while arrest­
ing the men one of them toppled him over, 
and notwithstanding that they were taken 
into the station and Barrington wai; left 
in charge of them. The unfortunate boy, 
Bacchus, was communicating with others 
outside, and all that Banington did w:1s 
to take him up and push him violeutly 
down on the bench and so injured his spine. 
Ban·ington became so weak tha.t he could 
not defend himself; he would not say a word 
in his defence and there was the other man 
almost lifeless. It was thought at first that 
Bacchus was playing the fool, then it was 
discovered that he wns injured. At the 
trial the Judge cajoled and coerced him 
to say something, but Baningtou would 
not speak with the result tlrnt he got four 
years' imprisonment, 
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Looking at the injured man, it seems that 
all one can hope is that kind Providence 
would one day relie,•e him. On the other 
hand,Barrington is a married man with chil­
dren and, I understand, the injured man may 
bring an action against him. If Govern­
ment is going to give Bacchus this money, 
Government should be satisfied that no 
action would be brought against Barrington 
and should make further enquiry and see 
whether the penalty imposed on Barrington 
should not be commuted. Barrington has 
lost eighteen years' service and an action is 
hanging over his head. I know for certain 
that the action was started. What I say here 
to-day is first-hand. It was told to me by 
the only persons who should know, because 
they were the only persons besides the 
injured man in the Guard-room with Bar­
rington at the time. I think that while we 
consider the unfortunat,e Bacchus, we can 
also consider the equally unfortunate Bar­
rington I do implore Government that in 
doing this for Bacchus to remamber Bar­
rington who is lying in pri;,on. It has been 
said to be a very bad case from the way it 
was represented to Government. I think an 
enquiry should be made its to the action 
which is to be brought against Btirrington 
to take away his house, and an effort made 
to see whether Bacchus could not be 
inclucecl, as Government is helping him, to 
forego his action. 

Mr. JACOB: I think Government 
should be congratulated for bt-inging for­
ward a resolution of this kind. I am not 
aware uf all the circumstances, but it does 
seem to be a very kind gesture. Actions 
of this kind will certainly be of great 
Qenefit to Government. ·what I would like 
to suggest is that as Bacchus's two childrens 
are six and eight years old respectively, the 
amount allocated to be disbursed in four­
teen years would be better disbursed in 
ten years, when one child would be sixteen 
and the other eighteen and both of them 
be in a position to earn something for 
themselves. At the present time $10 
per month to feed a disabled man, his 
wife and two children is far from adequate, 
and I take it this man muRt get some 
attendance and his wife would not be able 
to earn anything much as a result. I 
think it would be well if Government con­
sider this suggestion that $14 per month 
be given as it is a more reasonable figure 
for four people, including two children, to 
live 011. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do 
not desire to say much in reply except, as 
regards what the hon. Member for Berbice 
River (Mr. Eleazar) said, to point out 
that from the facts at Government's dis­
posal the assault was not of the character 
to which he referred, but was a very bad 
case indeed. I do not propose to tell the 
Council of the sordid details The only 
thing that may be said of Barrington is 
that his sanity was in doubt at the time. 
On no less than three occasions was the 
assault committed. 

In rega1·d to the request of the hon. 
Member for North Western District (Mr. 
Jacob), Government will be very glad 
indeed to give consideration to the ques­
tion of increasing the monthly payment 
and, if the Council pass this motion as it 
stands, Government would consider increas­
ing the payment from $10 to $14: per 
month. 

THE PRESIDENT: I would like to 
mention that in regard to what the hon, 
Member for North Wes tern 1.Jistrict has 
said, Government had in mind the ages of the 
children. One child is six years old and if 
the payment is $ H per month it would 
cease to be made six years henoe when the 
child is only twelve, whereas if it is $10 
per month it would go to the other extreme 
and end when both children are able to 
earn something. $12 per month is the 
happy mean and may be the right figure. I 
think the hon. Member suggested $14 per 
month, but that would cease when the 
second child is twelve. I think it should 
probably be $12 per month. 

Mr. JACOB: I take it that the monev 
will be invested and that some interest will 
accrue which will help to extend it. 

THE PRESIDENT: Very little. I do 
not want to commit Government to $14. 
Leave it to us and we will give it further 
consideration and see what would be best. 

I would like to say a word in regard to 
what the hon. lVIembet· for Berbice River 
said. vVhile I appreciate the provocation 
to which policemen are very often put, I 
have read this case very carefully and cer­
tainly think :some cruelty was definitely 
done to that man, Barrington was given a 
perfectly fair trial and sentence was 
imposed on him by the Court, and I am 
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not prepared to interfere further with the 
matter. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : I simply said Govern­
ment acted on information it had prior. 
I am saying that two of the three men 
present came t.o me about an hour after 
the occurrence and told me the whole 
story. I do not know what was dished up 
in Lhe Court. When I make statements 
here I do so either on my own or on first­
hand information. 

Motion put, and agreed to. 

:Motion passed. 

19,J,0 FINAL SUPPLEMENTARY EXPENDITURE 

STA.'l'EMENT. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I beg 
to move-

That, this Council approves the final state­
ment of supplementary expenditure for the 
year 1940, additional to that included in the 
Schedules of Additional Provision for the year 
1940, already passed by the Legislative Council, 
which has been laid on the table. 

This should be rega1·ded as a sort of 
winding-up fo1· the year 1940. It is the 
final statement of supplementary expendi­
ture for the year. I think, perhaps, if 1 
invite hon. Members' attention to one 01· 

two large amounts it might assist in the 
consideration of the Statement when we 
go into Cowmittee in the usual course. 

On the first page hon. Members will see 
under Head VIII A-" Education "-the 
sum of $5,203.68. That is for the purpose 
of meeting the revised rates of salary to 
teachers under Regulation 80 (now Regu. 
lation 95 in �he New Code). Under Head 
XV.-" Magistrates "-there is an excess 
of $3,800 on Crown '\Vitnesses' Expenses. 
It is not possible to control that item. 
Under Head XXIII. -" Miscellaneous " 
-there is a sum of $1,350 in respect of 
which the Council has already given its 
approval in principle. The original
amount of $6,000 was under-estimated.
Under the same Head on the next page is
the sum of $3,936.67 as contribution to
the B.G. Airways, Ltd. It represents an
increase on the annual subsidy, With
respect to this the Council has already
given its consent to this increase in respect
of 1941 and this is in respect of the period,
1st October, 1939-3Jst December, l!J4O.

The principle has been already accepted by 
this Council. Under Head XXVIII­
" Police "-there is the sum of $3,075.70 
for uniforms. This is due to the rise in the 
price of materials. Under Head XXIX­
" Poor "--there are a number of items 
which, I think, speak for themselves. 
Under Head XXXIII-" Prisons " - there 
are two items of $1,800 each, due to the 
continual increase in the prisons population 
and the increased cost of commodities. 

On the third page under Head XXXVI 
-" Public Works, Annually Recurrent"­
there is an item of $7,943.18. This is 
required to meet a temporary excess of the 
vote for Unallocated Stores. Under Head 
XXXIX " Sea Defences " the sum of 
$4,933.19 is required for maintenance. It 
is due to considerable damage done to the 
earth dams in all districts during Septem­
ber and October last by high spring tides. 
Under Head XLVIII-'· Colonial Emer­
gency Measures "-there is the sum of 
$1'!,658.99, an extraordinary expenditure 
in connection with the war. 

On page 6 under Head XV-" Magis­
trates "-there is another item of Crown 
witnesses' expenses, $1,075, due to the 
unusual number of long cases. Under Head 
XIX-" Medical, Hospitals and Dispen­
saries "-there is an amount of $1,000. ln 
most of these cases, it is expenditure on 
dietary and other incidental expenditure 
and it is not possible adequately to con­
trol that during present conditions. 

On page 7 under Head XXIII-" Mis­
cellaneous "-there is the sum of $1,980 
for telegrams required in excess of the 
vote that has been already granted. At 
the bottom of the page there is also a sum 
of $1,004 more than already granted for 
payments under the vVorkmen's Compensa­
tion Ordinance. 

On page 8 there is an item of $2,023, 
which is to cover the increased cost of 
water supply and the cost of installation 
of meters, etc., in line with Municipal 
Water By-laws, 1938. 

. 

Turning to page 10 under Head XXXVI 
-" Public Works, Annually Recuncnt "­
there is an item of $3,a 17.19 which is due 
principally to the renovation of the ceiling 
and walls of this Chamber. From UJY 
own pers,in,d kno .\'l,•d;;c it wu.s an extra-

7 
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ordinary difficult job canied out in a 
very efficient manner. 

I do not think there is any other pal'ti­
cular item to which I need draw attention. 
In the Committee stage I hope to answer· 
any questions which ma.y be asked, an<l I 
now beg to move that this Council resolve 
itself into Committee to consider, item 
by item, the Final Statement of supple­
mentary expenditure for the year 1940, 
additional to that included in the Schedules 
of Additional Provision for the yeai· 1940, 
already passed by the Legislative Council, 
which has been laid on the table. 

Mr. McDA VID (Colonial 'l'reasurer) : I 
beg to second the motion principally 
because I would like to invite hon. 
Members' attention to the results of the 
year's working as set forth in the Colonial 
Treasurer's Report for 1940, which has 
been laid on the table. There ha.s been no 
previous opportunity for referring to those 
figures and, I think, hon. Members would 
be certainly interested, if they have not 
,tlready read that t·eport, to hear ,t very 
brief summary of the position. 

We were very fortunate in closing the 
year, 1940, with a surplus of $20G,47 5 on 
the working for that year. That is to say 
revenue for 1940 excec::ded expenditure by 
that sum. Not only that, but the Council 
will remember that by reason of the 
resolution which was passed some time in 
August last year this Council undertook to 
relieve the Imperial Government of its 
undel'taking to pay a grant towat·ds certain 
very special reconstruction works so that 
all the expenditure on those works amount­
ing to $231,362 has been met from the 
Colony's Budget without any grant from 
Imperial Funds. Furthet· than that, this 
Colony has also waived payment from the 
Colonial Development Fund of another 
$41,452. Those two items were taken on the 
Colony's expenditure and notwithstand­
ing that, we also had to pay temporary war 
bonuses amounting to $177,000 while our 
war vote came to another $52,000. Not­
withstanding all these we ended the year 
with a surplus on the working of $206,475. 
1 think we were very fortunate in d_oing so, 
as no one anticipated the position would 
have been as happy as it turned out to be. 
'l'he finftl result is that the surplus at the 
end of last year stood at $982,0t>S. 

·with regard to the excess expenditure

now before the Council £or consideration, I 
would just like to mention that although 
it is rather a large amount yet the actual 
net total of excess expenditure on what 
we may call the normal budget is only 
$13,000 above the original appropriations 
in the approved estimates for the year. 

Mr. JACOB: This statement reads 
",Final Statement of supplementary 
expenditure for the year 1940, additional 
to that included in the Schedules of 
additional provision for the year l\H0, 
al1·eady passed by the Legi�lative Council." 
If that heading is correct, I do not see the 
necessity for bringing this forward today. 
I wish to say that when a heading is put 
on a statement it should convev its actual 
meaning. This heading says; "Already 
passed by the Legislative Council." 

THE PRE SI UENT : Additional to the 
schedules already passed. 

Mr. JACOB: That is one point it does 
convey to one. I am not s,iti::;fisd that it 
does not still convey to some people tha.t 
this thing has been ,dready passed. It is 
put in that way to mislea.d. Furthe1· 
these expenditures have all been incurred­
I do not know if that is going to be 
disputed-last yeat· and probably the year 
before, and here it is on this day, the 9th 
of October, we are asked to pass additional 
provisions not already passed. The whole 
thing seems to me rather absurd, and it 
looks more absurd when a responsible 
Council like this is to continuously stage 
these things. We are here just to fot·ma.lly 
agree to these expenditures, as tliey have 
been incurred and already included in the 
hon. Coloni(1l Treasurer's st.1tcment of 
expenses. 

The PRESIDENT : I do not know if it 
would save time, if I remind hon. Members 
that at the beginning of every year a 
schedule of this sort is brought up dealing 
with items which it was not possible to pass 
at the conclusion of the previous year. I 
admit that it is rather h1te in the year to 
bring it before the Council, but it is 
a schedule which is put annually before 
this Council. This is not the first occasion 
that it has been done. 

Mr. JACOB: I agree, but my point 
is t,J1at it sl1ould havt> been brnught up 
beforn the fir,t quarter of thf.l ye,tr had 

-· -�--...---
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pasi1ed and not in the last quarter. The fact 
is, if criticism is offered here it is practi­
cally useless. I kuow that Government 
does not like to get criticism from the 
Elective side of the Council, hut we have 
to justify our position here, although we 
may not be required here. It looks like a 
farce. I do hope the time is not far dis­
tant when this thing will come to an end. 
This is only the preliminary to our going 
into committPe. I have various matters 
to raise just to let them get on the 
records to show that there are a few per­
sons, particularly one, who never approve 
of these things. 

THE PRES! DENT : I quite agree with 
a g •od 111:1ny of the things you have said. 
It is unfol'tunate I hat a schedule of this 
sort is brought in October, but the only 
previous occasion on which it could have 
been placeu befol'e the Council was in 
Febrnary last,, Spei�kin!! from memory, I 
do not think there has been a meeting since 
then, and I know that the schedule was not 
ready in February. I think it is usual to 
bring it in Marc.:h or April, as we are 
never in a position to do so in Febrna,ry 
of the yeM following the yei�r to which it 
relates. 

Mr. JACOB: I ha<l written to this 
Government asking that a meeting of the 
Council be called some time in April 
because there were so mrmv matters I had 
to raise. One is apt to ge·t disgusted, but 
I have made up my mind nut to get 
disgusted and to raise them still. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Council iu Committee. 

A Gl!ICUL'.l'Ull E. 

Item 29-Passages of l\f r. and Mrs. 
J. LI. Gillespie, $2:39.85.

'l'Irn CO LU NIAL SECRETARY: 1
rise at this stago to make an explanation 
to tho Council in regard to a mntter 
on which there has not previously been 
any opportunity to iuforn1 hon. Members 
fully. J£ hon. Members would look at 
the item am! two similar one.s-one on 
page 2 under Post Ullice, " , assages of 
.&Ir. and Mrs. J. (>. Reilly, $458.08," and 
tlte othet' on page 3 under .Prisons, ".Pass­
ai:es ,,£ :Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Hodgson, 
$207.87 "-it would be noticed that tho 

note in the remarks e0luron refers to 
Colonial Regulations 95 to 100. Thos11 
regulations were adopted by t�is Govern­
ment in 1937 and laid before this Council 
on the 17th December of tha� vear. It is 
quite naturnl that, there being no particular 
explanation at the time those regulations 
were la.id, hon. Members were not fully 
acquuinted with the purport ur those 
re�ulations. I think it is only fair that, 
this l,eing the first orp0rtunity which has 
since arisen, t,he Council should be fully 
informed ,.f the purport of those regula­
tions. 

Those regulations are the result of the 
Committee set up by the Secretary of 
Sttite some yeat'S ago with Lord 1:'lyroouth 
as Chairma11 to consider leave and passag1; 
facilities of Government Officers in the 
Colonial 11:mpire, and they relate specifi­
cally to the facilities to be granted to 
Otlicers on trnnsfe1·. U oder the old regu­
la.tiuns the procedure which had been 
approved and adopted was a simple one. 
That is to sriy, on an officer corning to 
this Colony f om abrniid this Colony paid 
the full cost of his passage and that of his 
family in accnrdance wi1 h that procedure 
which was laid clown. Conve1·sely an 
Officer transferred frot0 this Colony would 
have the C<!St of his and his family's passages 
paid hy the receiving Colony. '�'he new 
regulations change that sy,tero. They are 
based, as I say, on the principles laid 
down by the Plymouth Repol't which at 
the very start were based on a <:1Jnsidera.­
tion that does not exist in this Colony. 
That is to say passages are paid when 
officers proceed on leave. That considera­
tion does nut at present apply to this 
Colony, and under these regulations to 
which I refer when an officer is transferred 
from this Colony to (�ay) Nigeria, this 
Colony which is the transferring Colony 
will be asked to pay either the full cost 
of the ofl:icet·'s passage from here to 
England or a proportion of that cost 
based on the amou11t of resident service 
wbiclt tho officer has at the time he 
leaves here. The underlying principle is 
that on transfer officers should be 
encouraged to take such leave its is due 
to them prior to taking up tippointrnent. 
In such C1Lses this Colony will be incurring 
a liability which has not hitherto been 
approved by this Council. 

Looking 1tt it from the other side, if an 
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officer came here from Nigeria under th& 
old conditions this Colony has to pay the 
entire cost of his passage, but unclet· the 
new regulations if in the course of coming 
here he goes to the United Kingdom and 
is allowed to take such leave as is due to 
him by the transfening Colony, which will 
be Nigeria, that Colony will be responsible 
for at least a proportion of the cost of 
the passage from Nigeria to the United 
Kingdom. 

At first blush it may appear that this 
Colony is undertaking iL liability far 
greater than that which now exists, and on 
the first occa�ion it has bePn applied with 
these three items it appeared as though this 
Colony is going to be 8addled with greater 
expenditu.-e than was agreed to in the past. 
Consequently representations were 1nade 
by this Govel"llment to the Colonial OBi<:e 
pointing out that the new regulations were 
based entirely on the principle that all 
Colonies had agreed to the principle of 
free passages on leavt, and stress was made 
that m the long run this c .. 1011y which 
does not now pay leave passages might find 
itself saddled with greater· expendit111·e. As 
the result of th�tt representation it ha;.; 
now been ruled that where an officer pro­
ceeds to the United Kingdom 011 transfer 
elsewl,ere n,erely for the purpose of t.aking 
his leave and not as a nec•-ssary �,art of his 
journey to the Colony to which he is 
going, a Colony like this which docs not 
pay leave passages will not be called upon 
to pay any proportion of the cost of that 
officer's pas,age to tlie United Kingdom. 
In the meantime thesP three particular 
c"ses have arisen and the regulations as 
then enforced are applied to th, m. 

But let us take the case of an officer 
coming here from Nigeria. To come here 
he will in normal ci1·cumstances h,ive to 
travel via the United 1{ ingdom. and in 
those circumstances the transferring 
Colony, which will be Nigeria, will pay 
the cost of the pass11ge from Nigeria to 
the United Kingdom or at least a propor­
tion of it. On the other hand if we 
transfer an officer from here to Ni 0eria 
and it is necessary for the officer to t�avel 
via the Unit.ed Kingdo10 and not by a 
more direct route, then tlris Uolouy will 
be asked to pay the proportion of the cost 
of the passage from here to the United 
Kingdom. We have a case of an officer 
tran�fened from here to Barbados. Undel' 

the regulations as they originally stood, it 
appears that an officer could rightly claim 
he is entitled to go to the United 
Kingdom before going to Barbados, but 
under the ruling laid down by the 
SecL"etat-y of 8tate no charge against this 
Colony will >1rise becaube thaj; is not a 
necessruy part of the journey in getting to 
Barbados. 

I think that with this exception to 
which I have referred as now adopted by 
the SecL"etary of State the Colony will not 
pay any more thiLD it is paying at present. 
,v e had a case not very long ago of some 
officers transferred from PfL!estine to this 
Colony. The Colony under these regula­
tions was relieved of the proportion·nf tl,e 
cr,st of the passages from Palestine to the 
U11ited .Kingdom, so I think that in the 
long run this Colony will not p:1y more 
tlm11 at present and in fact, speaking for 
myself from a study of the situation, I 
feel tha� in the long run this Colony 
really stands to benefit financially from 
these t-rnn�actions. 

There is one other point. which His 
Ex<.:ellency has reminded me of, on which 
we have :i. ruling. There are one or two 
Colonie, which have not adopted these 
reguhLtions. Barbados is one of the111. 
111 such cin·um,tances it has been ruled 
that the regulations will not apply but 
ad hoc arrnugements will be made in each 
particular <.:ase. I think it is only fair 
to the Council I hat 011 thi, occasion it 
shoul<l be fully i11formed of the purport of 
the Regulatious which had been laid before 
the Council 11s fur back as 1937. I hope I 
have made myself clear. I e11deavoured to 
do so. I hope Council will vote the amounts 
and adopt the principle. 

M.1·. C. V. WIGHT : Having heard the
hou. Colonial ::::ecretary I have been dl'iven 
to wouder whether the Colonial Office has 
by tire Coloni,Ll ltegulations of 1937 
decided to give legislative sanction to that 
oft-repeated phrase in this Colony "Birds 
of p,issage ". It. would appear looking at 
this St,Lte,nent-I have read it u.nd I make 
no mist,d,e that it is not additional provi­
sion-there is some confusion. On t.he 
first page oue sees three items dealing with 
passages in respect of three officers. There 
is a constant 1·epetition throughout the 
whole St,Ltement of "Passages". I am go­
ing to ask this Government, if the Colonial 

--,-
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Office is not aware oE it and has not 
decided on any payment, that great care 
be taken in the selection of officers and 
thus diminish the necessity of officers 
having to travel round the world and 
having any part of the passages paid by 
the community in which they were. The 
hon. Colonial Secretary persisted in his 
reference to a certain part of the Empire­
Nigeria. Why, one does not know. He 
then differentiated wi1 h Barbados. We 
know Barbados and all about it. 'liVe do 
not know how many officers have been 
transferred to Barbados, but we know 
Barbados does not like anv infiltration. 
That is why, perhaps, they did not enter 
into the scheme, 

While it is necessary to have transfers, 
those transfers should be requested by 
those communities who desire them. The 
passages of certain officers in certain cases 
may be willingly paid and the vote readily 
acquiesced to by the majority of Members 
of the Council. An officer may during his 
regime in this Colony make himself so 
objectionable that one may consider the 
advisability of giving him a bonus in 
addition to his passage to get him out of 
the Colony. I would ask this Government 
particularly to bear in mind the question oE 
the;e transfers and passages and to make 
strong representation to the Colonial 
Office on that score. vVhy go to Nigeria 
to get an officer transferred here when we 
have the adjacent West Indian Islands and 
the cost of pas1ages will not be so much? 
I ask that it be bome in mind when mitk­
ing appointments and transfers to give 
consideration to the fact that an officer 
t.1ansferred to this particular colony from
elsewhere than the vVest Indies will neces­
sarily sojourn in England on leave on the
way out. I am not referring to any parti­
cular officer or item, but just generally to
the question of passages a11d the cost
thereof. The hon. Uolonial Secretary quite
glibly said we are going to be benefited by
the arrangement and it will not be 
such a financial burden to this Colony.
No doubt it may be so, and I quite appre­
ciate his perspicuity in so far as this
matter is concerned. We have had some
debate which in no way arose from our
apprehension of the future increase in the
total aggregate this Colony may have to
pay in regard to the cost of pass,Lges on
the transfer of officers.

Mr. ELEAZAR: The intention is very 
apparent. It is part of the policy of the 
Colonial Office and this Government to 
bring all these " misfits" into the country 
and mismanage its whole affairs. That is 
why this Governme11tb here and this country 
is as it is to-day. The hon. Colonial Secre­
tary could not help every time he opened 
his mouth referring to Nigeria. I wonder 
why he did not say Hong Kong. '.!.'here 
was a gentleman here to whom everything 
was Hong Kong. The people who have 
been brought here from the East-present 
company excepted-always are not wanted 
here. '.!.'hey come here with blurred vision, 
"\¥hen they see men with the same pig­
ment as the men they left behind but with 
nothing else in common, they say after a 
while that the country does not want them 
and they do not want the country. 'Ihe 
Colonial Office in order to govern these 
Colonies, because the population is mostly 
coloured, must first send officers to the 
East where they see the people in a most 
prirniti ve or half-nude condition mid then 
send them here. It cannot mix. The 
latest importations we have had from 
the East were very objectionable to 
the general rule, and if I had the power 
and this Council would follow roe I 
would ask the Colonial Officer not to ser,d 
any officer from the East here, and -when 
we ge� "misfits '1 here to give us the liberty 
to pity their passage, give them a bonus 
and �end them back to the East. vVe do 
not want them here. One of Your Excel­
lency's irurnediiite predecessors told us on 
one occaRion here that so-and-so was saicl. 
by the 8ecretary of State, and when he was 
tulcl: "You rn�an to say he settled it and 
we cannot touch it when you bri11g it 
before us? 11 he said that was not correct 
the Srnretary of State meant subject to 
the approval of the Legislative Coulll:il. 
But we are not alw,iys told th,Lt. "\Vh_y we 
are not given the opportunity as in Bar­
bados to say "we do uot want this thing 
and as the occasion arises we will act " ? 
I have no doubt that we were given here 
to understand that the Secretary of State 
did so-and-so and we must fall in line and 
sav so. I remember there was a time when 
G�verment Officers were given le,we and 
those, who wanted more than three months, 
must go out of the Colony, but I cannot 
remewber that their pas�ages were p,iid. 
'.Vhy must we pay the pas�ages of veople 
who ure going on holiday? 
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TB£ COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
rise to a point of order ! U is not a case 
of paying the pas•ages of officers going on 
holiday hut of pnying a proportion of. the 
cost of the passage of an officer transferred, 

· who in the course of his journey necess-
arily has to touch the United Kingdom
and \Vhilst there opportunity is taken to
have such lea\'e as there is to his credit.
.This Colony has not acccpterl the prin­
ciple of paying the passages of ofiicers on
leave. It did at one time, but that does
not exist now. At that time all ranks of
Government Officers goli �heir passages
paid. I would like to make that distinc­
tion. This Colony does not now pay the
passages of Govemment Officers on leave.

Tm: CHAIRMAN: 'l'he hon. Member
does not quite understand. In n•gard to
leave it is just the reverse to '\\·hat he
thinks. vVhat the hon. Culonial Secretary
said h tlii,;; if an officer is removed from
here and s,rnt to Nigeria and be goe� to the
United Kingdom for a l1oliday before going
on to Nigeria, this Colony, as it dnes uot
gra11t pass,.ge, to officers on le,we, will not
pay as much as the one that does. lt is
when an officer is going straight from one
Cohuy to another that the transfening
Colony will pay a proportion of the cost
of tho pnss,, ge. The, e is no qt1e3tion now
of paying passages for officers going away
on leave.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I quite understand
that, but we do not seem to see the sa.me
thing. A ma.n goiug · to Nigeria goe� to
E11gla11d for t-wo months before proceedin!{
on to that Q,,lony, and this Colony pays
his passage to England. I strongly pro­
test against the continuation of the policy
of briog'ng ollicers from Nigeria and uny­
where else in Africa. They are "misfits"
and will continue to be so. Government
does nc,t know what "birds of passage"
anri nt some times "Lirds of prey " we g"t
here, present company of course ex.cepted .

Mr. DE AGUIAR: The · hon. Colonial
. SP.cretat·y stated more than· once that he
was very glad for the opportunity to
inform this Council of the deeision that
was arrirnd at by the Colonial Office in
regard to this. I rather expei:tl'd to hear
hi:n s:iy also th,it he was ver_y- grateful for
th" opportune moment afforded him,
b· c;iusc imniedi,itely f,,llowed the hon.
Co ouiaf Treasurer, "·ho told us _in a few

words· how well off we were 11.nd there­
fore we should be generous in the way of 
grnoting passages to public officers. What 
I am concerned about is this : Whether 
or uot this Colony will face gn!ater 
liability in the future as a result of that 
decision? I am not prepared to express 
nny opinion at the moment, but what is 
quite obvious is that the hon. Colonial 
Secretary has put up quite a few proposi­
tions as coming from Nigeria. Perhaps, 
be could have gone farther afield and given 
us the case of an officer transfened to the 
Facific, but he might be faced with a 
problem there. I do not know why he did 
not go as far ns that. Perhaps, lie had 
good reasons. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 
used Nigeria not for any specific purpose 
but because of a fair example. I could have 
gone farther a.field but in presenting tho 
case on behalf of this Colouy I wished to 
use a fail' example. If we go furthet· afield 
the benefit to the Colony under the new 
regulations _becomes greater. 

lYfr. DE AGUIAR: I bear so much 
about the benefit to the. Colony being 
better. 

TaE CHAIR�JAN: What he means ia, 
we will pay less if an office!' is transferred 
from Fiji, I mention Fiji because I 
succeeded an officer in Barbados who wn� 
transferred from Fiji, and I know how 
many hundreds of pounds (sterling) it cost. 
In the ease of an officer transferred from 
Fiji to British Guiana with leave to his 
credit and stopping at the United Kingdom, 
this Colony -will not pay so much towards 
his passage. That is what is meant by 
saying that it will be of benefit to the 
Colony, as we will pay less. 

l\fr. DE AGUIAR: I hear so much 
about paying less. Somebody has to pay, 
though it may be less, when an officer from 
Fiji or the Pacific is coming here an_d
stops at the United Kingdom to spend his 
leave. The position may be the other way 
a_bout. We may have to send an officer 
there and in that case we will have to pay. 
The point I am making is thr..t soU1e 
Colony has got to pay, because the pnssn�o 
of the officer is being paid wherever he. 15 

comiug from. '\Ve may gain in one in­
stance, but we have to pa.y. \V'hat I ain 
complaining about is this. Pel'btLp� th; hon. Colonial Secretary did uot stuto it. 
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would like to know whether this Colony 
,ms consulted on the question of the 
change of thete Regulations, because I 
have no knowledge of that having been done. 
I ,un more concerned about these changes 
taking place without this Colony being 
consulted, either the Government or 
the Legislature. Any decision involving 
t,ransactions of a financial nature, this 
Legislature must first be consulted, Secre­
tMy of Stu.ta or no Secretary of Staie, and 
I am opposing this vote on the principle 
that I have no knowledge that this change 
wa, put forward to this Council before it 
was adopted, in the same way that I have 
always taken up the attitude when speak­
ing ou Supplementary Estimates that 
money is spent without authority from 
this Council. I am quite prepared to con­
cede that in some instances it is practic­
ally impossible to obtain consent in the 
first instance, but I do not like any new 
item· appearing unl, ss this Council bad the 
opportunity Lefore of going into the 
matter. 

I do not want to raise the question of 
liability again, but with all due respect to 
the opinion expressed by the hon. Colonial 
Secretary I know the time is going to 
co rue The few i11st ances that have occurred 
so for put us on the rig Ii t side of the 
account but tba,t is not in my opinion 
the conect view that should be taken of 
tliis decision. Whether or not thi� Colony 
is going to be on the right or wrong side, 
I still maintain these regulations should 
not be adopted unless tltis Council was 
first consulted. 

Ta� COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
would like to answer the hon. Member 
for Central :::.,emerara, (Mr. De Aguiar) on 
Lhe question of prior approval by this 
Council. I thought I made it clear that 
this appears to be the first opp11rtuni1y 
th,it has arisen for making the Council 
fully informed of the purport of these 
regulations. The regulations were sent out 
to this Government and were accepted in 
principle, and on the first opportunity a 
copy was laid before the Council, but as I 
st,id the Council was uot then fully apprised 
of the purport of the regulations. It is not 
inteoded even uow that the Colony should 
be forced to accept this liability, if it is 
the wish of the Council that it should not 
be accepted, though it is Government's 
recommendation. It would, however, be in 

the interest of the Coluny and of the 
Colonial Service genernlly that these 
regulations be accepted. No opportunity 
had previously Hisen prior to the cases of 
these three particular officer8, aud us the 
cases of these officers fall within these 
regulations they were considered accord; 
ingly, and the Council is now being made 
aware on the first suitable opportunity of 
what the regulations mean and what the 
Council in passing the Supplementary 
Estimates will be accepting. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Has this money been 
paitl already ? 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : In 
this case, yes, because the regulations had 
been accepted by Govfrument. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I cannot say why 
they were not put before the Council 
sooner. It may have been auticip:1ted 
when the regultttions were laid Llmt 
shortly after that a case w.,uld have 
occurred and then the vote would have 
come before the Council and an opporLuuity 
given t., Members to express views thereon, 
as had been dcne before. Four years 
have passed before the first case has come 
to the Council, but the reguhi.tions were 
laid in 1937. 

�fr. DE AGUIAR: That is my com­
plaint. It is not sufficient to say Lhe 
regulations ,.ere laid some time in 1937 
and that iR a good reason for their adop­
tion. Members of this Council bad no 
opportunity of criticizing them. Is their 
submission as lays by Govemment the ouly 
form? 

THE CHA1RMAN: The very fact 
that the hon. Colonial Secretary in 
referring to these items took the oppor­
tunity or explaining the regulations shows 
that Guveroment does not regard the lay­
ing of the regulations before Council as 
sufficient. Government has taken this 
opportunity to bring the regulations 
to the notice of the Council, but why it 
was not done before in some other form 
I do not know. These are the first passuges 
to 1:.,e paid under the new regulations. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: It would have beeu 
different if this Council had becu 
approached on the ground that these 
regulations had been agreed ou by the 
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Secretary of State and laid over by the 
locnl Go,•ernment in this Council, and this 
is something we would have to do as it is 
something we have really accepted. But 
this Council bas not accepted these 
regulations. When it comes to matters 
of a financial character in which this 
Council is interested, I have already 
advised this Government that every 
opportunity should be afforded Members 
to express their views thereon before 
corning to the Council for approval of the 
expenditure. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : It appears that 
the money was paid on the understanding 
that Government can pass it through the 
Council with its nu1jority. What would 
be the position if Governrneut thought it 
advisable oe could be pee:.uaded to throw 
the debate to open voting? Unfortu­
nately there are few Elected Members 
present. I agree with the hon. Member 
for Centr:i.l Dememt·a that this money has 
been paid and all we hnve been asked here 
to do is to give formal sanction to it. It 
is useless at the present moment opposing 
it, but it does call for some strnng 
criticism on tho part of Government's 
ii.ction. 

Mr. JACOB : I have been listening 
attentively to all that has been said. We 
have been talking nearly nt1 hour and 
Your Excellency has been repeating that 
this is the first opportunity that. has 
presented itself to put this matter before 
the Council. Your Excellency has been 
sel'ving in Barbados. I think there is a 
principle there of the House of Assembly, 
which is appropriate to this Council, 
meeting every fortnight, and I think that 
same principle is to be found in several 
of the Crown Colonies. Why is this 
Council not called more reguiarly ? I do 
not know that any Elected Member 
of lhis Council knows. I do not accept 
the explana,tion that this is the only oppor­
tunity Government had. I am inclined 
to think that opinions expre�sed here 
are not even considered. Government had 
every opportunity to do so. I was look­
ing at the debates for this ye:u· and com­
paring them with those of last year this 
year's volume is about half the size of 
the previous year's. Why that is so, I do 
not know. Maybe it is economy in 
another way, I do not know. So far as I 
am concerned, having accepted member-

ship here I am prepared to come het·e as 
often as possible, and it is time that 
Government realize that the assistance of 
Elected Members is absolutely essential 
for the progress of this country. I do not 
accept the explanation that this is the 
first available opportunity Government 
had of b1·inging this matter forward, when 
the expenditure had been incuned since 
last year and the year before. I feel tliis 
Council should be treated with a little 
more courtesy. No useful purpose, how­
ever, will be served in objecting to tho 
vote. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon. 
Member will pa�s this vo1e. Tt is rather 
difficult at this late date to deal with the 
question. If the Elected Members are all 
opposed to it I would ask them to pass it 
on this occasion on the promi�e that their 
representations will be forwarded to the 
Secretary of State, if it is the unani­
mou� feeling of the .1£lected Members that 
an item of this sort should uot be passed. 

Mr. D& AGUIAR: I would make a 
similat· request but in a slightly different 
way. I suggest that we pass the item ns 
it �tauds, as the money has bcc·n already 
paid, pending a review of the general ques­
tion of pasmges of officers. •flie views of 
the Council expressed today may be com­
municated to the Secretary of State, and . 
we may intimate to the Secretary of State 
that we have no intentiou at present to 
take part in these new regulations they 
have put forward. I do not think the 
matter should stop there. vVe may find 
we are creating an injustice and that is 
why I suggest the whole thing should be 
reviewed iu that light. 

'.I'm,: CHAIRMA�: I was hoping when 
the hon. Member for Western Essequebo 
(Mr. C. V. Wight) ilaid that we are not in 
a position to say whet.her it will cost 
more or less, that he would have said 
further that these regulntions have been 
in force for four years and we have been 
able to judge their effect only for a limited 
period, whereas if we try them out for 
another two or three years we should be in 
a better position to present a c�se to 
Government. I would rather hon. Members 
consider trying out the regulations fot· a 
further period of a year or two and seeing 
what the financial results will be. 

-------
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M1·. ELEAZAR: The monev has been 
already spent and we must con�ent to it, 
but we must make it clear that we are not 
accepting the regulations at all. We put 
ournelves in the same positio11 as Barbados 
and will deal with the cases as they occur. 
To get Government out of an invidious 
position we agree to the vote. 

THE CHAIR:WA�: It is not within my 
power to amend the regulations. I will 
forward the debate to the Colonial Office 
but I cannot give nn undertaking now that 
the regulations will no longer apply to 
this Government. 'l'his Government has in 
the pa5t informed the Secretary of State 
that they have been adopted, 11,nd I am not 
in a position to say if that decision can be 
va1·ied. 

Mr. De AGUIAR: In addition to for­
warding the debati-, there is one spr,cific 
request I would like you to make-if 
Government has previously co111cnitted 
itself then put it as a request from the 
Legislative Council-that tihis Colony no 
longe1· wishes to continue under these regu­
lation�. It seems that the Executive 
Government has more Ol' less made a 
promise in the matter. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The Council has 
only heard the views of four Elected 
Members on the subjec�, and I canuot say 
that it is the wish of the Council. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I do not know if 
you would like to take a vote on the 
request. 

THE CHAIRMAN : What is before the 
Council now is the item. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I have no desire to 
embarrass Government, but if the vote is 
negatived by the Council and it would assist 
you in the request I make, then we might 
do so. 

THE CHAIRMAN : You may assist me 
in the way it is put before the Secretary 
c,f State; that is the only assistance I need. 
I do not want the hon. Member to think 
I am asking him to revise the Lt•ave and 
Passage Regulations. 

Mr. DB AGUIAR: It is certainly my 
wish and that of ench Member who has 
just spoken. It is a request going forward 

that this Colony no longer wants to take 
part in those regulations. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I may remind the 
hon. Membe1· that the Secretary of State 
pointed out, when representations were 
made, that the scheme wt1s devised in the 
interests of the Colonial Governments 
generally and he found it very difficult to 
withdraw thai scheme from this Colony 
so shortly after introducing it. Be made 
the suggestion that we try it out a little 
longer as we had not had an opportunity 
of testing it. I would ask hou. Members 
to consider t1·ying out the regulations 
for a further period. We ma,y find the 
results to be the reverae of what is 
anticipated. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: What I am afraid 
of iti this : This is the only apportunity 
we have to let the Secretary of State know 
that we have no desire to acquiesce to the 
regulations. Unless the Secretary of State 
is communicated with at once he may 
come back. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I am not sure that 
the hon. Member is not in the minority 
among those who have spoken. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I am going to for­
mally move that the item be deleted. 

Mr. C, V. WIGHT: I second it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: That is a negative 
motion. The procedut·e is to vote against 
it. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I am quite prepared 
to do that, so long as there is opposition 
for this Goverument to convey to the 
Secretary of State. 

The CHAIRMAN : Perhaps the hon. 
Member may move the suspension of the 
Standing Rules and Orders so as to be 
able to move a motion to that effect. 

Mr. AUSTIN: I rather think this 
matter can be got over by suggesting to 
the Secretary of !:ltate that the 1 egislative 
Council desires to review the whole situa­
tion in respect of the passages of Govern­
ment Ollicers on transfer from this Colony 
and vice versa. As far as I know of this 
matte1·, I think it is still under consider­
tion by Government. A final decision has 
not yet been given. All these costs have 
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been paid because no final decision has as 
yet been come to. Until the matter is 
debated, I think, the Legislative Council 
may pass these items and at a later date 
debate the question as to whether the pas­
sages of officers transferred to the Colony 
should b6 paid on the lines as set out in 
the regulations. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I think I am right 
in saying that thA hon. Member for 
Central Demerara will be no better off. 
The regulations came before the Council. 
in 1937 when they wel'e laid and any 
Member has the right to move a 
motion in respect of that lay. It has 
been brought to his notice now, if he did 
not realize before that the regulations had 
been laid and adopted. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: The request I make 
is that pending a later revision of the 
payment of passages the Secretal'y of State 
be informed that in the meantime this 
Colony through the Legislative Coun­
cil no longer desires to join that scheme 
that was put forward. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The majority of 
the Co•.mcil have not yet expressed tliat 
view. I have only heal'd the views of four 
Members. If a motion is brought forwal'd 
it would be debated and Governmeut would 
have some idea of the feeliugs of the 
Council in the matter. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: The question is that 
these regulations ba"e never been adopted 
by this Council, and to say you are taking 
it now is begging the question. 

Tm: CHAIRMAN: Colonial Regula­
tions do not come before the Council to 
be appro,-ed, but the effect of the regula­
tions cun be dealt with by the Council. 
The effect is to cause expenditure and 
that is the form in which they are COPSi­

dered. This Council cannot l>.-ush �side 
the Colonial Regulations but the desired 
effect can be attained by refusing to vote 
the money required. I aw suggesting that 
if a motion is moved and it is intiwated 
that it is the wish that these pas::mges be 
not paid, that would be the best way 
to bring it before the Government. 
It is not a questiou of refusing to pass the 
regulations. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: If we Yote on this 

L_ 

particular item, we do not want to be told 
that we a1·e estopped from rai�ing the 
puint because we have already agreed to 
these passages having been paid, having 
passed the items as they are. I do not 
think, howevel', it is necessary to have 
much debate on it. If, as I suggested, the 
motion can be shortly disposed of and 
a Yote taken on it, then we can go right 
ahead with the items. 

Mr. J A.COB: I canuot agree with the 
remarks of the last speaker. The Council 
has a right to vote to-day and not with­
hold its vote to to-morrow. I think the 
suggestion made by Your Excellency is 
1he best one, and also that made by Ml'. 
AuHtin. 

Mr. WALCOTT: It seems to me that 
for the last hour and a half I have been 
listening to a discussion which reminds 
me of l1:1ving a funeral service befo1·e there 
is a corpse. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I wanted to give 
hon. :Members an opportunity of express­
ing thei1· view•. It is unfortunate that this 
lapse of time has occurred. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: The first item hero 
deals with the case of Mr. Gillespie ; he 
was Agricultural Superintendent and was 
transferred to another Colony. But am I 
right in saying that he waq succeeded by 
rit r. Bell who came from Palestine a11d 
his passage was paid on the basis of these 
regulations ? The opportunity had occur­
red to endorse I he basis on which it was 
paid. 

Tm,: CHAIRMAN: Mr. Bell came hero 
in 1()39 and these regulations have been in 
force since 1937. 

Mt·. WOOLFORD: Hon. Mewberg 
have been referring to the th,ee items that 
cau be classified together. Mr Howieson 
was secouded to this Colony for a specific 
time-

THE \J,JLONIA.L SECRETARY: To a 
point of c,,rrection ! We are not dealing 
with Mr. B.owieson's case. 

1'HE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Howieso11's 
case is not one of the three. 'l'he second 
is Mr. Reilly's on page 2 and the third 
Mr. Hodgson's on page 3, 
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Mr. WOOLFORD : Members have been 
referring to the three items on the first 
page. Whether I am mistaken or no1, 1 
have risen to find out if it is the intention 
of the Elected Section that when a vacancy 
occurs in this Colony tho cost of the pas­
sage of an officer filling that vacancy is not 
to be borne by Government Whilst thi1 
matter is under discussion I presume it is 
not the intention of hou. Members to say 
that the cost of the passage of an off:i.Cel' 
leaving this Colony and g-oing to Nigeria 
or Fiji i, not to be paid. 'l'he only point 
of difference is what, is the proper propor­
tion to go on. These regulations have 
been adopted with the view of being of 
benefit to the Colony in the near future, 
but they may proYe not to be of benefit 
to the Colony in which case 1 sug­
gest that this proposed motion be 
borne in mind and at the particular 
opportunity brought into effect. At the 
moment I cannot see how any 1\1:erober 
cnu say definitely they will be eithP.r of 
advantage ot· of no advantage to the 
Colony. It is very embarrassing to hon. 
Members like myself to vote one way or 
another. Whllt the hon. Member, who 
moved the motion, can do, is when the 
vote is under discussion, as this is a specific 
vote, to vote against it, but lie cannot 
disturb the general effect of the adoption 
of the regulations. 

l\ir. DE AGUIAR: I do not think the 
hon. Member was in his seat when I was 
speaking. 

Mr. WOOLFORD : I was present and 
was not sleeping. I heard every word. I 
hope he was not speculating as to whether 
I was paying attention or not. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: If he was, then 
probably he did not heat· the various 
propositions put up by the hon. Colonial 
Secretary when he was dealing ,vith the 
matter and even the one I was putting up 
as regards a transferee from the Pacific. 
I am not prepared to say whethe1· the 
change in the regulations would be of benefit 
or not to the Colony. The point I wish to 
stress is that the adoption of this change 
was without consultation of the Legisla­
tive Council, which is the authority on all 
financial matters. I do not want it to 
appear that I am oppose<l to the item. 
I am in favour of it, and that is why I ask 
for no division. I was only speaking 

against the principle. I can see the 
difficulty in approaching the matter, as 
Your Excellency suggests that it may be 
remedied in the form of a motion, but I 
do ask that in the meantime the debate 
be sent on to the Secretary of State. The 
motion may not be put. 

TnE CHAIRMAN: I certainly give the 
assurance that the debate will be sent on 
as �oon as I get the Haman] report. I 
would, however, like the hon. Member to 
understand that if an appointment is made 
between now aud the time the despatch is 
received by the Secreta1·y of State he 
ehould n<,t feel that I have broken my 
word. I am very glad to hear that he 
does not propose to oppose the item. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I understand the hon. 
Coloniai Secretn ry to say that Barbados 
had ,,ot approved of the 1·egulations and so 
is out of the scheme. If we vote the 
money now, does it uot show we have 
adopted the regulations ? 

THE CHAIRMAN: I do not know in 
whar. form the matter came before the 
Legislature the1·e, but this is the first 
occasion it ha� been debated here and the 
hon. Member for Central Demerara has 
said be will deal with the matter in a diff­
erent way. \Ve can now dispose of the 
item. The hon. Member for Berbice River 
will have another opportunity of expres­
sing his views when a motion is before 
the Council. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Then this Council is 
not doing anything I 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I promiae the hon. 
Member that he will have the opport'unity 
of seconding that motion. 

Item put, and agreed to. 

EDUCATION, 

Item 10-Grants to Schools, $5,203.68. 

Mr, JACOB: I have always wanted an 
opportunity to say certain things in regard 
to Secondary Education generally, and I
am glad for this opportunity to say briefly 
what I wish to say. I made the point some 
time a.go that there are at least 30 per cent. 
of the children of school-goiug a.ge who 
are not going to school. Some other par­
ties said iu was about 40 per <.:ent. r was 
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happy to find in Legislative Council Ses­
sional Paper No. 8 of 1941-a despatch 
from the Comptroller for Development 
and Welfare in the West Indies to Bis 
Excellency the Governor forwarding a note 
by the Medical .Adviser to Sir Frank 
Stockdale on Public Health in British 
Guiana-the following (paragraph 19, page 
9): 

School Medical Service -There aro somo 240 
schools in British Guiana and about 80,000 
children of school age, of whom nearly 55,000 
are on the school rolls. 

That gives me the figure of 25,000 
children of school-going age who are not 
in the schools. I do not know if the 
Medical Expet·t Adviser to Government 
would be able to enlighten me as to what 
percentage of the population would be 
children of school-going age. It seems, 
taking the population as 340,000, that 
50,000 children of school-going age gives 
us 23 pet· cent. of the population. I do 
not know if statistics are available to show 
the exact number not in school. I think 
it is very desirable particularly in this 
community where lack of education and 
lack of culture and refinemPnt are as they 
are. I think that serious attempts should 
be made to find accommodation fot· those 
children in the schools. I do not think 
the cost would be so prohibitive. I do 
not think it is beyond the capacity of 
Government to do that. If the assistance 
of recognised bodies were not rejected 
when offered-I am certain there is a feel­
ing among a large percentage of the com­
munity that thefr assistance is not 
required-there would be necessity for 
suggestions to be made for improving the 
general education of the Colony. It will 
now be admitted that at least 30 pet· 
cent. of the children of school-going age 
at·e not in the schools. The East Indian 
Association has calculated that at least 
40 per cent. of the East Indian children 
are not attending school. This is a very 
serious problem and one that requires 
urgent attention. 

If one compares the expenditure on 
Education with the expenditure on Police 
aud looks through the Supplementary 
Estimates, one would be alarmed to see 
the amount that is spent on Police on the 
one band and that on Education "n the 
other hand. I do hope Governml·11t \\'Oulu 
realize that if you educate the peo1Jle Lhey 

would become so law-abiding that there 
would be very little expenditure on Police 
work generally. but it does appear to me 
that is not recognized and appreciated by 
this Government. I maintain that apart 
from the number of children of school-going 
age who are not in the schools, there are 
large numbers of people between the ages of 
20 and 40 who are illiterate. I am going to 
8uggest that something should ho done fol· 
them. At the moment it may not be pos­
sible to dr, anything for tbem, but I do 
suggest that that aspect of the question be 
very seriously aud carefully considenid. 

I have been writing Gov•wnment on this 
matter since April last year, and I have 
written no le�s than one dozen letters tu the 
Director of Education, copies of which were 
forwarded to the hon. ColouiiLI Secretary. 
I sent a two page letter on the 11th April, 
1940, and a four pago letter on the 
4th Febru:i.ry this year, uoth closely typed. 
I have tried to bring argument� to bear to 
convince Government that something 
should be done, and J have had little or no 
�ncouragement. In fact I was gr·eatly dis­
couraged and also those who tried to assist 
me. I do not know if that statement is 
going to be contested by Government or by 
the hon. DirPctor of Education. I have 
been testing the feelings of a large nuruber of 
people and they feel that Government is not 
inclined to encourage education among these 
people especially when it is known that 
constructive suggestions have been refused 
by Govcruroent. vVe have taken this 
matter up through various means. vVhen 
Mr. George Hall was here last month the 
matter was referred to him too, and while 
we have His Majesty's :\ttorney­
General here agreeing with certain rulings 
by the Director of Education, we have 
somet,hing else that shows that even if 
those rulings can be said to be legally 
right the effect creates an interesting state 
of affairs. I am not concerned with what 
the ruling of the law is on the point ; I am 
concerned with the actual state of affairs, 
and if it is the intention of Government 
to libel ce1·tain people in this community 
and to continue to keep that libel on and 
not receive recommendations for improve­
ment, then there is something wrong. 

I have seen in the reports of the 
Di 1 ector of Education for H/37 and 1938 
the followiug statement appearing:-

- __.__ 
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It has always to be remembered that of the 
pupils enrolled 39 per cent. are the descendants 
of East Indian immigrants among whom there 
is not yet a settled tradition in regard to 
school attendance. 

.. Whoever could have started that libel 
on the East Indian community? If a 
member of Government is responsible and 
Government is continuing to repeat that 
libel then I slrnll have to lo"k further for 
the cause. Is Government going to say 
that as late as 1938 there was not yet a 
settled tradition among the East Indian 
people as regards sending their girl chil­
dren to school? I have had occasion to 
speak here very strongly on indictments 
made on the East Indian community from 
time to time, and I do strongly object 
to any member of Government libelling 
these people. 

THE CHAIRMAIN : I do not think it 
is a libel, but 11, view expressed by the 
Head of a Department in his report. 

Ml' . JACOB: This fact must be appre­
ciated, and I do not think it is appreciated 
up to now by the majority of Government 
Officers, that they are �ervants of the 
public, servants of the people. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I think Public 
Officers regard themselves as Government 
Servants. 

�fr. JACOB: And I think Oovernment 
regard itself as something apart from the 
people. It has got to be appreciated that 
if all the people of this Colony go away 
there would be no room for any Govern­
ment Officer. It has got to be appreciated 
that as l,,ng as there are people in the 
Colony there will be Government Officets 
to look af1 er their best interests. I do 
hope that aspect 11f the matter would be 
appreciated by every Civil Servant in this 
Colony, and if that is done this country 
w"uld progress and that rapidly. Here 
we have the people in this Colony anxious 
to get all the edueation they can and 
org.,nised bodies, even the Church, are 
anxious to assist but to no ticcount. I 
have known a case where the Church ap­
pointed a qualified master as Head Teacher 
of a school and tlie Director of Education 
said he would accept that teacher as an 
Assistant and not as a. Head Teacher. 
After the Governing Bodies of Schools 
appoint teachers no Pir�ctor of Educ;!l-tion

1 

according to the Code, has a right to over­
ride that decision. I think the Director 
of Education in this instance exceeded his 
authority to a very large extent. Let us 
say the Law gives him that power, what 
is Government going to do, allow that 
state of things to continue? I think that 
with the assistance of recognized organisa­
tions the expenditure on E<lucation will 
not be so great. I do urge that this 
Government tackle this problem and that 
quickly. 

Long before 1930 I began to put my 
views to Government. I have visited 
areas in Berbice, where Government has 
been compelled to appoint an additional 
Magistrate and erect an additional 
Police �tation, and have found in a small 
settlement with 200 children of school­
going age that 60 of them are not going to 
school. When it was brought to the 
notice of the Education Department 
that those 60 children have been going to 
a school the head teacher of which is not 
qualified the Department said that such is 
a private school and they have nothing to 
do with it. But the people are contribut­
iug to tht:l taxes. I found the father of a 
family, aged 40, illiterate, the mother, aged 
36, illiterate and their children illiterate. 
Those children who have been going to 
school for five years are not even in the 
second standard. Not only the l<:ducation 
Department but the Education Committee 
tou is responsible. The hon. Member on 
my lPft (Mr. Jackson) is on that Com. 
mittee, 

Mr. ELEAZAR: And so am I. 

Mr. JACOB: Three hon. Members of 
this Council are members of that Com­
mittee and what repre�entation have they 
made? Have they come to this Council 
and protested against the manner in which 
Government is acting? Because they want 
to hold on to their seats on that Commit­
tee they will not say anything about 
Government's inaction. I would definitely 
refuse to be a member of a Committee or 
to sit on it if constructive suggestions 
are put there and they are not looked into. 
But we have this sort of thing going ou 
fot· nearly a century. I would be 
surprised after I have taken my seat if I 
am 11ot torn to pieces for bringing forward 
this matter. I am expecting it, but so 
long as l qo my dqty to the community

"1 
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it does not matter whether I receive the 
support of a single Member of this Council 
01· not. If this Council adopts a different 
11tti tude progress would be recorded. 
This Council is responsible to a largH 
extent if proper education facilities are 
not provided. This Council has never 
done its duty to the people of the Colony. 
I am looking forward lo the day when the 
whol� thing will go and something else 
take its place. If the majority of hon. 
Members of this Council continue with 
their present attitude I shall refuse to be 
associ:l ted with them. I do deprecate 
the attitude adapted by the majority of 
Members. Three-fourths of the hon. 
Members of this Council are taking 
absolutely no interest in the welfare of the 
people. 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: To ii 

point of order! The hon. �fember has no 
right to be rude to Members of Council 
even in this Chamber, and to suggest tha,t 
three-fourths of them have not pe1formed 
their duty is a gross abuse which shoulu 
not be permitted. He should not be 
permitted to be rude to Membe1·s of the 
Council even in this Chamber. 

Mr. JACOB: I do not know if that 
opinion is correct. I do not know tl1at as 
a Mero her of the Council I can be rude 
to other Members of Council. 

The Committee adjourned for the 
luncheon recess until 2 p.m. 

2 p.m.-

The Council resumed and resolved itself 
into Committee to resume consideration 
of t-he Final Statement of Supplementary 
Expenditure for the year 194.0. 

Mr. JACOB, (resuming): When the 
Council adjourned I was endeavouring to 
explain that the mtijol'ity or three-fourths 
of the Members of this Council, including 
the Elected Members, have uot <lischargeJ 
their duty to the people of the Colony. 

Tns CHAIRMAN: I will remind the 
hon. Member that Members of this Coun­
cil ,we entitled to claim courteous treat­
ment in debate. To make a statement of 
that. sort cannot be regarded as treating 
:Members of the Conncil with the courtes,Y 
tQ )Vb�ch they a�e e�titled. 

Mr. JACOB : I find it difficult to hear 
you, sir, at this end of the table. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I said that Mem­
bers of this Council are entitled to cout·­
teous trea,tment in debate. To make a 
statement such as the hon. Member has 
made is not treating Members of the 
Council with the courtesy to which they 
arc entitled. 

M1·. JACOB: I agree with you, Rir, that 
it is well to bo courteous to everyone. but 
I am stating a fact; I am prepn.l'ed to 
substantirite it. I am stating Lhat that is 
the impression I have formed. 

THE CHAIRMAN : That is c1uiLe a 
different matter. The hon. Men,bcr may 
have formed tlmt impression hut he cannot 
take advanti1ge of his seat in this Council 
to be discourteous to Members. I must 
ask the hon. M em be1· to keep to the i tcm 
before the Committee. 

Mr. JACOB: This is the point I am 
making. I have travelled throughout the 
Colony during the last few months and 
Your Excellency is a"·are of that fa.ct,. 
The hon. Member for Essequebo River 
(Mr. Lee) and I have discussed the con­
stitutional issue and conditions in the 
Colony generally from one end of the 
country to another, and we have held at 
least ::\5 public meetings which were largely 
attended and at which certain resolutions 
were passed. I cla.im and submit with all 
respect to every other Member that while 
their feelings may be wounded by what I 
am saying, I have a constitutional right-

'l'm, CHAIRMAN: What has that got 
to do with the questiou of increasing the 
vote under Head VII A--Education­
Grant to schools? 

Mr. JACOB: I :tm going to appeal to

this Council, whether it is iwcepted 11r not, 
thftt votes of this kind should be incrHHsed. 
I have been making that ,tppenl contin­
uously. That i� the ohjeet of my speaking 
in this strain, :ind I n111 sitying that it is 
my pri vilego to be able to ex pres� the 
views of the people whom I repl'escnt in 
this Council. Whether those people's 
views are in con A iet with those oE ruy 
brother Elecl ed Members aud the officers 
of Government is absolutely 110 concern 
of mine. I am here to dis(;har"e the duty 
_imposed upon me by the priviiege� of this 
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Council, and I maintain that I am within 
my right i11 expressing the views of my 
constituents aud the inhabitants of the 
Oolouy m this Legi�lative Council. They 
may not be ve1·y courteously expressed-I 
am not going to quibble about thi�t; wo 
may have differences of opinion as regards 
the mauner of expres�ion-but I maintain 
that if any hon. Member is sati�fied tliat 
the educational facilities offered here are 
good I disagree with him 100 per cent. I 
am contending that they are fat· from 
satisfa<:I ory, and I am submitting further 
that if they are improved we will have a 
be1 ter country 11nd will spend less money 
on police stations and other services 
unessential to the good government of 
auy colony. That is the object of my 
speech here to-d,1y, and while I a.m not 
out to court displeasut·e-His Majesty's 
Attorney-General said I was rude but 
I do not wish to be rude to anyone; 
I am the humblest individual in the 
country; I speak to the humblest man 
and I hope I may speak to the highest. 
We meet on equal terms ; there is uo 
superior individual. We have to respect 
the Ohair and the Chair alone. If the 
Chair r11les me out of order I will sit 
down, but I am not going to accept that 
from any single individuaL 

Tm: CHAIRMAN : There is one point 
I wish to refer to and that is with regard 
to accommodation. The hon. .!\1.ember 
said he hoped Government would soon 
come f.,rward with a vote to inct·ease the 
accommodation in the schools. I would 
like to take this opportunity to inform 
the Council that the question of accom. 
modation is being investigated now, that 
is to say additional accommodation 
required, and what it would cost to pro­
vide it. Estimates are being prepared and 
the matter is being pursued. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: The hon. Member 
poses a.s a champion of education in the 
Colony. My friends who, like myself, are 
members of the Education Committee, 
treated him wibh the coutempt which he 
deserved, but I am not of that tempera­
ment; I cannot stand it. Who made the 
hon. Member the champion of education 
in this Colony? Good ruanuers is the 
foundation of education. A man who 
has not good manners cannot claim to be 
an educated m,.n. He comes here and 
attacks other Members. What is the mean-

ing of that? Where was the hon. Mem­
ber whi>n other· Members were advocating 
educational reform iu this Colony? He 
was looking after rice and assisting to keep 
without education the very people whose 
cause he is now championing. 

l\lr. JACOB: I strc•ngly object; I rise 
to a point of correction. .M:y hon. friend 
is suggesting that I employed people on 
ric:e cultivation and kept them out of 
schooL Is that what he is suggesting? 

THE CHAIRMAN : Tl1e hon. Membc1· 
said that you may have been interested in 
rice at the time. That, I think, was his 
remark. 

Mr. J ,\COB: I do not think he hon. 
Member is justifi9d in making such a 
remark because, from the first day I entered 
this Council, 1 have been talking about 
education aud the improvement of educa­
tion. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I do not think the 
hon. Member should object to the remark 
because he has always been interested in 
rice. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: My friend must be 
able to t,,ke what he is always ready to 
give. 

Mr. JACOB : I object to these personal 
reforen ces. 

::v.Tr. ELEAZAR: My friend gives blows 
and he must take them. I tim giving him 
a dose of his owu medicine. The hon. 
Member was here when members of his 
race approached the Governor at the time 
and made a tremendous row that East 
Indian girls should not be sent to school. 

Mr. JACOB: That is distinctly untrue. 
I rise to a point of correction. 

�l r. ELEAZ AD: I state without feo.r 
of contradiction that the Swettenham 
CirculaL" was due to a request made by the 
East Indiim community_ The1·e is no 
question about that. The Governor 
thought he was doing them a service be­
ca.use they asked fot· it but they c;1me back 
,1,nd begau to complain. A tiger does not 
lose very much through marks on its body. 
These people are from the East. 'fhey 
regard education as nothing, mouey 11s 
evet·ything, and they would work in the 
field for a. bitt rnthe1: than go to 
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school, and they regard other colonists 
as fools because they wony about 
education. They are reaping what they 
have sown. We who thought educa­
tion was of value tried to get it for all and 
sundry. Those who thought it was of no 
value disregarded it. If they now complain 
of illiteracy it is what they have earned. 
My friend claims to have gone over the 
whole Colony and spoken to everybody. 
He sent a letter to my district saying that 
he had been invited there. He even sent 
one to me. I do not know by whom ho 
was invited but when I wrote the leading 
man in my district and asked him u.bout it 
he sent a man from the Man Power Asso­
ciation--

Mr. JACOB: I rise to a point of cor­
rection. I am not connected with tl1e 
Man Power Association at all and I did not 
send to any membe1· there. .Mr. Conrad 
Semple and Mr. Mcakan approached me 
and the hon. Member can approach thew. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I would suggest to 
the hon. Member for Berbice River that 
he shorten his speech. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I am glad to do Lhat, 
sir, but the hon. Member canoot make 
statements which are unfounded �nd get 
away with them. It is unfounded Io say 
that the people of my district invited him ; 
he invited himself. 

Mr. JACOB; I rise to a point of cor­
rection. I can name the party who invited 
l\fr. Lee and myself. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : I have nothing more 
to say. My friend has got what he asked 
for. Whenever he opens his mouth he 
puts his foot into it. In my last breath 
I will make him understand that he is not 
the ooly pebble on the beach. 

Item put and agreed to. 

PVBLIC WonKs-.ANNUALLY BEco111tEN'l.'. 
Item 18-Un�llocated Stores, $7,943.18. 

Mr. JACOB: Yeaterday, while the 
debate was proceeding, one or two hon. 
Members interrupted and I do not think 
the debate ended in a very satisfactory 
manner. I should like to refer to the 
Hansard report of the debate on the 11th 
December, 1940, at page 278, in which the 
President said;-

I_ 

"If tho hon. Member has any information in 
bis possession I think it is his duty to place it 
at the disposal of Government. If it is put in 
my hands and it is suffiuient to justify an 
investigation I would see that a proper 
investigation is made." 

That followeri a lengthy deb,tte in which 
I tried-I mav not htive been successful-­
to point out' ce1·tain irreguhuities and 
over-payments in respect. of public funds. 
The hon. Member for Essfquebo Hiver 
(Mr. Lee) nncl I received several complaints 
and several written t·cquests that we should 
endeavour to check some of the irregular­
ities, and in view of His Excellency's 
promise I addressed 11. letter elated the 28th 
June to the Colonial Secret.ary, enclosing 
a letter elated the 24th January from a 
person residiug at Ph1isance village, com­
plaining of several i rreuulari ties a.ad over­
payments in respect of public funds on 
the East Coast, in the Plaisance-Beter­
verwagting area. I also enclosed a copy 
of anothe1· letter dated the 27th June 
from Golden Grove which reads as fol­
lows:-

THE HoN. C.R. J1.coB, 
Dear Sir, 

We have the honour to inform 
you that it was brought to our notice that in 
the work of clearing the sea channel at Golden 
Grove, under the supervision of Mr. Harrison, 
Overseer of the Drainage Board, names have 
been entered on the Paysheet when those 
persons did not work. We, therefore, ask you, 
most respectfully, to ask the proper person in 
authority to instruct the Paymaster not to pay 
out monies ou au authorisation for the said 
clearing of tho channel, on Monday the 30th 
inst., then it would be seen that monies would 
remain unclaimed. 

Thanking you in advance, 
Yours faithfully, 

Mr. C.V. WIGHT: �fay I ask, sir, what 
item we are discussiDg at the present 
moment? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Head XXXVI, 
item 18. 

Mr. WIGHT: I draw the Council's 
attention tu Rule 30. 

THE CHAIRMAN : The hou. Member 
appears to me to be in order. vVe are 
dealing with the head, Public Works­
Annually Recurrent, 

Mr. WIGHT: 1£ the ruling of the Chair 
is to that effect then we can go into the 
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whole of tbP Public 1Vorks Department and 
il'regula rities. I submit tu the ruling of 
the Chair but I wish to call the Ouunt:il's 
attention to that aspect. 

Mr. DIAS: May I ask the hon. Mem­
ber lo favour the Council with the name 
of the writer of th,tt lotter? 

. 

Mr. J AOO B: I do not wish to disclo�e 
the name publit:ly because of the possibility 
of victimization and what not, hut I am 
in possession of the original letter. 

THE CHAIRMAN: If I 1im correct I 
think this matter has not yet been finally 
settled. I am not qnite sure because 
many cases have been brought to the 
notice of Government Whether this par­
ticular one is one of them I cannot say. 
If it is I reallv do not see with what 
object the hu1;, Member is raising the 
question now. 

.Mr. JACOB: As I said at the begin­
ning, the debate yesterdiiy did not end 
satiffactorily, and one 01· two hon. Mem­
bers suggested that they knew absolutely 
nothing about �hese matters. I will just 
give one or two cases and I will show 
what is the result since the investigation 
began. I think the Council should be 
apprised , f these matters and I should 
be given every opportunity to ventilate 
them in this Chamber. 

The OHAIRM AN : Government still 
wants to get to the bottom of any irregu­
larities but I cannot see any advantage in 
ventilating those matters at this stage. 

Mr. JACOB: So far as I am c"ncerned 
the matter is at an end, but this letter-

M r. ELEAZAR: Is the hon. Member 
entitled to bring anonymous letters to this 
Coun<.:il or to say hP. is withholding the 
names of the writers? Is he in order? I am 
not taking him at his word for anything, 
and if the name of the writer cannot be 
given the Council I cannot see how the 
letter can interest this Council. 

THE CHAIRMAN : The letter is not 
an,,nymous. If the name of the writer is 
revealed it may interfere with the investi­
gation which is proceeding. 

Mr. JACOB: That is co1Tect, sir. 

Mr. ELEAZAR; Is the hon. Member 

entitled to read a letter and not disclose 
the name'! \Ve do not know whether it 
is home-made or written at all. (laughter). 
I am not prepared to take the hou. M em­
ber at his word for anything. 

Mr. JACOB : If my friend will give 
me an opportunity I will give a ve1·y 
satisfactory explmmtion. Hi8 Exccl�e1:wy, 
Sir Wilfrid Jackson saw the ongmal 
letter. 

Mr. DIAS : First of all I do not think 
it is proper for any Member to read any 
document dealing with any subject except 
it is au authorized document. He cannot 
read letters or extra,cts from letters 
addressed to him. I will remind the 
Council that some time ago the hon. 
Colonial Treasuret· was prevented from 
reading from the minutes of the Rice 
JYlarketing Board on the hon. Member's 
objection. 

Tim CHAIRMAN : He having made the 
request before the letter was read, in this 
case it has already been read. 

Mr. DIAS: I am submitting on a point 
of order that the hon. Member cannot read 
a portion of a letter ; he must read the 
whole lette1·, and if it has a name he must 
diselose it. That is a point of procedure. 

Mr.JACOB : I am amused really. Your 
Excellency is awani of this letter; a signed 
copy is in the hands of the Colonial Secre­
tary-in fact the full correspondence. I 
am just reading a portion of it. I stated 
that I wrote a lette1· to the Colonial Secre­
tary dated the 28th June with certain 
enclosures, and I read part of a letter 
which was enclosed. All the correspon­
dence is in Government's h,inds. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The letter can only 
be read with the permission of the Ohair, 
and if you wan1; my permission to read it 
I will give it on the one condition that the 
whole of the letter be read and·the name 
of the person who wrote it. 

Mr. JACOB: If Your Excellency rules 
that I should read the whole letter as sub­
mitted to the Colonial Secretary this is 
the letter. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : .And 
the name too, 
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Mr. JACOB: The name wa,; uot sub­
mitted to the Colonial Secret::n·y. 

THE CHAIRMAN : If the letter is 
1·e,1<l to thu Council I will requirn that the 
uame of the writer be read as well. 

l\lfr. DE AGUIAR: I take it tlll1t the 
main object of t,he hon. :Member',; ob;;er­
vatious is Lo inform the Council of wl1c1t i,; 
going on in the Public \,Vorks Department. 
Personally I would be very little info1·u10d 
unlo:;s the hon. J.\fombe1· give:; me tho full 
iufornmtio11. T mu:;t know the full fact::;. 

l\lr. J A.COB : I think I will give you 
thu fact:;. 

Tu i,: CH.A.IR.VIAN : Do you intend to 
give the name ? 

Mr. JACOB : t:iir, I submitted to you 
as Colonial t:iecrntary ,t copy of a. leLtc1· 
which did not h,1ve the mime of the 
writer. 

Tim CHAIRMAN: I wish to ask the 
hon. Member a question. Is he prept1red 
to give the name ttftct· reading the lotter? 

:Mr. JACOB: The name is noL on the 
letter. 

'l'm; CHATRMAN: 
letter cannot be read. 

An anonymous 

Mr. JACOB: It is not anonymous. 
If I am given an opportunity I will explain 
tlrnL by reading my letter forw,1rding cer­
tain enclosures. Tho last p,tragraph of my 
lotter reads as follows-

TBB CHAIRMAN : I am not going to 
permit any po1·tion of that letter to he 
read unless the whole letter is read and the 
name of the writer is given. 

Mr. JACOB: I a,m going to rm1cl my 
letter to the Colonial Secretary. It i,; a 
very lengthy letter and I will only read a 
portion of it. 

TnE CHAIRMAN : The Council wants 
to hear the whole lrtte1·, not 11 p,�rt of it. 

Mr. JACOB: 
tho 28th June. 

CoNFIDENTIAL. 

I will read my letter of 
It states:-

Sir,-I have the honour to confirm our conver­
sation of yesterday, regarding over-entries and 

over payments by certain officers of tho Public 
Works Department and/or the Central 
Drainage and Irrigation Boal'cl. 

2. As I mentioned to you at the interview, in
view of what has happened in regard to the com­
plaints made by the Honourable Theo. Lee and 
myself, with respect to over-entries and over­
payments by the Department mentioned above 
when work was being carried on at Craig Vil­
lage and Golden Grove-Nabaclis, and tho 
assurances given to mo by His Excellency the 
Governor at a recent meeting of the Legislative 
Council, when I referred to the matter, that he 
would personally welcome information which 
would lead to the prevention of a waste of 
public funds, I stated that I was not prepared 
to give certain matel'ial details which may be 
used, as was dor:c previously, to cover up 
irregularities that are being and have been 
arranged. 

3. As payments will be made by tho Pay­
master on Monday, June 30th, I am forwarding, 
herewith copies of the following, for immediate 
attention :-

(a) Statement by a resident of Plaisance,
dated 24/6/41, whose name I am with­
holding for the present;

(b) Copy of a letter, dated 27/6/41, from
residents of Golden Grove Village, whose
names I am also withholding for the
present.

4. In regard to (a), it is not necessary for me 
to make any comm1mt at this stage. But as 
regards (b), I recommend that the su�gestions 
contained in the lotter be carded out, and tho 
"authorisations" be impounded by the Pay­
master, on presentation, so that the signatures 
may be verified and the persons named in the 
authorisations be called or brought up immedi­
ately by the Police, and a statement taken 
from each person, who should state clearly 
whether he or she was employed; and by whom; 
what kind of work was performed; where was 
the work performed; the number of days work­
ed; in whose company was the work done; what 
was the rate of pay arranged; what amount 
he or she expected to receive; who was author­
ised to receive the amount entered in the pay­
sheet; and when and where the authorisation 
was made and signed. All this should be done 
on Monday, if the allegations are to be investi­
gated, and a watch kept on the overseer and 
foremen, to see that no contact is made by 
them with the persons whose names appear in 
the Paysheets, but who did not turn up to 
receive the money against their names. 

5. While on this subject, I am enclosing
copies of two letters, dated June 11th, 1941, 
from a resident of 26, Saffon Street and from 
another resident of Ruimveldt Water�ide, 
regarding employees of the B.G. Rice Market­
ing Board, for tho information of His Excel­
lency the Governor. The names of the persons 
who wrote the letters are also withheld for tho 
present. 

6. Mr. Lee and I arc willing to give every 

assistance possible to put a period to these 
irregularities or to greatly minimise them, if 
our advice and assistance are accepted. 

7. On my return from the North West Dis­
trict on Friday, July, 4th, I shall arrange to 
soc you again to ascertain what progress has 
been made in this matter. 
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8. As arranged, Mr. Lee and I will see His
Excellency the Governor at 11.30 a.m. to-day, 
when we will leave a copy of this letter, and 
discuss the matter in greater detail. 

I have, etc., 
(Sgd.) C. R. JACOB. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 
Public Buildings, 

Georgetown, Demerara. 
I do not know if the Council wants to be 

burdened will .,11 those enclosures. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Are those the 
anonymous ones ? 

Mr. JACOB: I l'epeat that they are not 
anonymous. I have the originals which 
I 1.im prepared to submit to you. They 
were submitted to His Excellency, Sir 
Wilfred Jackson, and aftel' His Excellency 
was perfectly satisfied he ordered an inve;;­
tigation. 

Tim CHAIR'.\1.AN : I do not think any 
::\'!ember of the Council wishes to hear 
those letters unless the names of the 
writers are disclosed. You submitted the 
letters to the Governor but I do not think 
hon. Members wish to hear them unless 
they can be informed of the writers' names. 

Mr. JACOB: I have a confidence; I 
have told these people in confidence that 
their names would not be cliscloHed except 
a.t a judicial enquiry, and I am not pre­
pared to brm,k that confidence·

THE CHAIRYIAN : T suggest that the 
hon. Member should withhold the letters 
from the Council. 

Mr. JACOB: I was merely reading ,i 
portion of the letters to convince the 
Council that the letters are there, and vou 
will admit that these letters are in Gov;rn­
ment's possession. 

Tim CHAIRMAN: If that is what the 
hon. Member wishes me to say I will ce1·­
tainly say that they are in Government's 
possession. 

Mr. JACOB: Following that, I wrote 
another letter dated the 9th July complain­
ing that the investigation was not proceed­
ing as I expected. Then I received a letter 
dated the 28th July, written by you, sir, 
and we arranged that certain things should 
be done, and those things were done. I 
wrote another letter dated the 18th J·uly, 
complaining against a member of the 

Drainage Board connected with those 
enquiries. Then I received a further letter 
from a resident of Hopetown village, vVest 
Coast, Berbice, complaining about other 
il'regularities there. I forwarded a copy 
of that. letter, under date 27th August, to 
the Colonial Secretary and asked tlmt the 
matter be investigated, Since the 27th 
August when that letter was forwarded, 
making specific charges against certain 
officials of the Department, I have received 
no reply. After investigating the matter 
with the Deputy Director of Public Works 
I received a letter from him dated the 20th 
September, suggesting something further 
to be done. I wrote again on the 30th 
September. suggesting what further should 
be done, and on the 4th October, I received 
another letter from the Deputy Director 
of Public Wot·ks. In view of the tenor of 
that letter I am not prepared to carry on 
this matter any longer, vV e have spent all 
this time-the hon. Member for Essequeho 
River (Mr. Lee) and I-we have tried our 
best, but I am sorry to say we have not 
received the co-operation expected from 
Government. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Government seems 
to hiwe been in communication with the 
hon. Member a. gre1it deal. 

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do 
not want to be drawn into an argument 
over this matter but this is the crux of the 
who'e affair. The hon. l\1embel' declined 
to have any investigation m1,J0 thrnuglt 
the l'euoguizecl channels of Government. 
He ha.� told me in his own worch tha.t he 
<listrusts the Police. He nnd the hon. 
Member for Essequebo River (Mr. Lee) 
wish to conduct this investigation in their 
own manner, in their own professional 
manner. 

Mr. JACOB: I am afraid I cannot nllow 
the Colonial Secretary to make incorrect 
statements. '\Ve have not stated that we 
wanted to conduct the investigation in our 
own manner but in a particufar way with 
the co-operation of the Government. 
(laughter). I uannot unclcl'Strmd the 
laughter. W c did not want to leave it 
entirely to the Public Works Depat·tment 
or t.o the Police, because another matter 
wa.s left in the hands of the Police and we 
hei,rd nothing more about it. vVe wanted 
to have some say in the matter, to see how 
the investigation was proceeding and direct 
how it should be proceeded with. 

.. 
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THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I did 
not interrupt the hon. Member when he 
was speaking, but despite his interruption 
at this stage I will say that what I have 
st..1,ted is conect. The hon. Member told 
me in no uncertain terms that he did not 
trust the Police Department. I was pre­
sent at au interview with his Excellency, 
Sir Wilfrid Jackson, when the hon. Mem­
ber asked that the investigation should be 
couclucted in the manner suggested in his 
letter. 

J\'fr. JACOB: I t,m afraid that is not 
strictly correct. ·when His Excellency 
telephoned for the present acting Colonial 
Secretary we had already left. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: That 
is so, but nevertheless a request had been 
made of the Governor that the investiga­
tion be carried out strictly in accordance 
with the procedure set out in the hon. 
Member's letter. I was given specific 
instructions by His Excellency to follow 
minutely the pl'ocedure laid down by the 
hon. Member. Two persons and two 
persons alone were acquainterl with the 
contents of tlmt letter, the Deputy Director 
of Public "\Yorks and myself. Sealed 
orders wore given to those concerned, but 
because nothing has trnnspit-ed up to the 
present from the allega,tions made by the 
hon. i\fombers they continue in their 
allegation that no co-operation is given; 
that everything is wrong ; that nobody is 
out to help and that in fact the entire 
structurn of Govm·nment is !'Otten from 
the top to the bottom. 

l\llr. C. V. WIGHT: There is a solution 
-appoint the hon. Member to the vacant
post of Deputy Commissioner of Police.

Ml'. WOOD (Cooservn.tor of F,orcsts): 
No, Directo1· of Public Persecutions. 

Mr. J A.COB : If I read a letter of the 
4th October from the Deputy Director of 
Public \Vorks I think it would throw some 
light on the m,ttter. 'l'he letter reads :-

Public Works Dept., 
Georgetown, Demcrara, 

4th Oct., 1941. 

IRREGULARITIES, OVER-ENTRIES AND OVER­
PAYMENTS, PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 

Sir,-1 have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 30th ult. bearing 
the above heading and used in this instance 
without prejudice; in reply I beg to advise you 

that as the men concerned are not regular 
employees of the Department I have no 
authority to call them to present themselves to 
the Cove and John police station at any time 
unless I am prepared to pay them for tho time 
involved. 

2. This being out of the question I have to
suggest that any stops taken to interview those 
men must be a matter for yourself entirely. 

3. I regret the delay in answering your let­
ter, for which my absence in Esscquebo was 
responsible. 

I have, etc., 

F. H. ALLEN, 
for Director of Public Works. 

Thi8 letter does not bear out the state­
ment of the Colonial Secretary that they 
have carried out everything as indicated 
by us and we are not co-operating. This 
letter definitely brings about a breach in 
the whole arrangement. 

THE CHAIRMAN: If the hon. Member 
will deposit the money to which those men 
would be entitled for missing a day's work 
I am sure the necessa1·y steps would be 
!;,'\ken for tham to interview the hon. Mem­
ber at the place suggested. 

Mr. JACOB: Thank you very much, 
sir. Yesterday you gave rne an assurance 
that the matter would be further inves­
tigated and I said I would give pl'Oof. 
The onus is on the Government and not 
on me to spend rnoney on Government 
business. I am spending sufficient time. I 
have spent all this time frying to stop the 
waste of public funds and that is what I 
get from the Chair itself. 

THE CHAIRMAN : There is no vote 
to which such an amount could be charged. 

Mr. JACOB: Your Excellency has the 
power to order an investigation to check 
irregub,rities which are going on, and if 
Your Excellency is not prepared to do it 
I am not prnpitred to pursue the matter 
auy longer. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I wou1 d like to ask 
a relevant question. If I remember cor­
rectly this item-Unallocated Stores, 
$1,000-is ,t sort of token vote. I do not 
understand why we are called upon to vote 
this incl'eascd amount of $7,943.18 under 
this head. I want to know about the cor­
responding credit which was to take place 
all the time. Perhaps the system has 
been changed again. I would like to be 
informed whether there has been a change 
in the system, and whethet· all the money 
spent in 1940 was a total of $8,94q.18, 
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Mr. McDAVID (Colonial Treasurer): 
I know the hon. Member has a peculiar 
fondness fo1· this vote and I anticipated 
such a question from him. It would be 
perhaps clearer if the two figures compris­
ing that difference of $7,943 had been 
indicated on the supplementary estimate 

. itself, but they are shown in the statement 
of acLual expenditure in the Colonial 
Treasurer's Report, and if the hon. Mem­
ber has a copy he will find that the pur­
chases under Unallocated Stores for the 
year total $75,000 odd, and the iRsues from 
those stores total $66,000 odd, so that this 
item here re:Llly represents the excess of 
the purchases under Unallocated Stores 
for the year _over the amount issued and 
charged to votes. Consequently its value 
is represented in actual stores on hand at 
the end of 1940, the value of which is 
recorded in the Colonial Treasurer's fman­
cial statement. 

Mt·. JACOB: I understand that a cm·­
tain quantity or cement, public property, 
was transported from the Public V1T orks 
Department Store to some place on the 
vVest Coitst of De1nerMa recently. 

Tm: CHAIRMAN : The hon. Membee 
is referring to a case which is now receiv­
ing the �l,ttention of Government. 

Item 18 put, tLnd cigreed to. 

EDUCA'rION-SCIIOOLS, lNS'l.'l'l'U'l'IONS AND 

l\'J JSCELLANEOUS. 

Item 16-Chil<lren's Breakfast Centre, 
$471.50. 

Mr. JACOB: It is a vel'y good thing 
for n. BL"eakfast Ceutre to be carried on in 
Georgetown but I am wondering whether 
similar provision cannot be made in cer­
tain remote parts of t,he Colony for some 
assistance of this kin<l to be given, parti­
cularly in Essequebo. I do not know 
whethcl' my friend, the hon . .iYJember for 
the division, was told �l,bout it, but I 
think a public service of this nature should 
not be confined to Georgetown hut should 
be extended to Es8equebo. 

Mr. CREASE (l 1it-ector of Ednrntion): 
It is only provided in Georgetown. 

THE CHAIR'.\1AN : The hon. :Member's 
remarks will be noted by the Directo1· of 

Education and I will ask him to give con­
sideration to the point. 

Item put, and agreed to. 

LABOUR AND LocAL GovEHNMEN'.r. 
Mr. JACOB: Unde1, this head I would 

like to refer to the re<.;eutly created Canals 
Polder Country District. As a, member 
of the old Canals Polcler Authority I know 
that when the Authority was going out of 
existence a resolution was carried recom­
mending to Government that the area be 
converted into one or two Village Dis­
tricts. That resolution 1vas carried unani­
mously. Even the Association in the dis­
trict, although there was some disagreement 
as to the kind of Authority they wanted, 
desired something better than what they 
got. In a Village District the people elect 
two-thirds of the members while Govern­
ment nominates one-third, but in a 
Country District all the members of the 
Authority are nominated by Government. 
The outgoing Authority recommended that 
one or two Village Districts be created; 
the people themselves asked for something 
better, and while they were advised by 
myself and the hon. Member for the dis­
trict (Mr. A. G. King) that they could not 
get anything and that it would be too cum­
bersome, they agreed that a Village Dis­
trict would be the best thing for them. To 
the surprise of the people and to my great 
astonishment a notice appeared in the 
O.fficinl Gazette of the 7th June, 1941,
creating the Canals Polder Country Dis­
trict. The names of the Councillors
appeared in the Gcizette of July 20, and
since then I think there was one meeting
of the Authority.

Thr.rn we have a large number of people 
who, iu my opinion, are capable of manag­
ing their own affairs, asking for something 
but the Local .Government Board thought 
it wise to give them the worst kind of 
govemment they could get. The Local 
Government Board consists of the Colonial 
Secretary as Ch;l,irman, the Commissionee 
of Labour and Lo<.;al Government as 
IJeputy Chairma.n, and a few Elected Mem . 
hers and Nominated Members of this Coun­
cil. That kind of treatment might have been 
all right some time ago, but as the result of 
serious dissatisfaction with the administra­
tion of the whole Colony a Royal Commis­
sion visited the Colony and made ce1·tain 
recommenda_tions which have been accepted 

�· 
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in principle. In paragraph 26 the Royal 
Commissioners recommend specifically :-

" ... More, and not less, participation by the 
people in the work of government is a real 
necessity for lasting social advancement." 

In another part of the document the 
Royal Commissioners recommend in para­
graph 36 :-

" ... Some initiative is required of Government 
to ensure the proper organisation under the 
Local Government Law of all rural and village 
communities, wherever situated, and whether 
or no they have happened to express a desire to 
be brought within the scope of the Local 
Government Board." 

Here we have the Royal Commissioners 
specifically advising this Government that 
the people roust be given gren,ter oppor­
tunity to manage their own affairs-they 
have recommended so far that there should 
be adult suffrage at least in the villages. I 
do not think it is going to be argued that 
even in village administration the villagers 
should not have the right to vote. As a 
matter of fact in Jamaica the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies gave the Legislative 
Council the privilege of adopting adult 
suffrage, and I am saying that there can be 
no doubt that villagtrs ftt least in this 
Colony should have adult suffrnge. The 
Royal CommissionerR l1avc recommended 
that village communities should be given 
a greater opportunity to manage their own 
affairs. 

The outgoing Authority recommended 
it; the people themselves asked for it 
but the Local Government Board has 
given them the worst possible form of 
government. I cannot reconcile that 
attitude of Government, and I must lay the 
blame specifically on the Colonia,l Secretary 
as Chairman of the Local Government 
Board. I ,.m confident that if he did not 
represent the Government on that Board 
and the Colonial Secretary had recom­
mended to the Board that it was only 
right and proper that the people should be 
given a better form of government the 
Board would have granted it. Respon­
sibility must be placed somewhere and I 
am submitting that the l'esponsibility must 
be fixed on the Board and the responsible 
officers of this Government. Government 
ha::; specific instructions from the Sec1·etary 
of State for the Colonie�-

Ta E CHAIRMAN: I would like tho 
lwn. JY�e�ber tq temind me again of those 

specific instructions. He read ,t portion 
of one of the paragraphs of the recommen­
dations of the Royal Commission but I am 
not sure whether he is suggesting that one 
of the recommendations was that Village 
Districts and not Country Districts should 
be formed. I would like to be clear on that 
point. 

Mr. JACOB: I will read the recom­
mendation again. 

'rm, CHAIRMAN : I wish the hon. 
Member would. I have the Recommenda­
tions before me and the hon. Member did 
not read the recommendation I see here. 

Mr. JACOB: I thought these recom­
mendations were so well known and the 
quotations I luwe made were so well 
!mown that it would be unnecessary to
read the whole paragraph.

THE CHAIRMAN : I did not recog­
nize the quotation made by the hon. 
Member, and that is why I turned it 
up. 

Mr. JACOB: I took parngrnph 26 n,nd 
read a portion of it, but if Your Excel­
lency wants me to read the whole para­
graph I will do so. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I have a copy of 
the Recommendations before me but I 
think hon. Members of the Council would 
like to know the contents of tha,t 
para.graph. 

Mr. JACOB: Under the heading "Con­
stitutional and Closer Union" p,ir. 26 
state::;:-

26. We do not support either of the extreme
proposals put before us for the grant of immed­
iate and complete self-government based on 
universal suffrage, or for a wide increase of the 
authority of Governors which would convert 
the existing system into a virtual autocracy; 
the one because it would render impossible 
the financial control necessary if, as we con­
sider to be inevitable, substantial assistance is 
to be afforded by His Majesty's Govt. through 
tho West Indian Welfare Fund and otherwise; 
the other because it would be politically a retro­
grade step. More, and not less, participation 
by the people in the work of government is a 
real necessity for lasting social advancement. 
At the present stage, we attach more import­
ance to the truly representative character of 
Legislative Councils than to any drastic change 
in their functions 

I only read two and a half lines of the 
paragraph in th� Arst inst11,nce wher� it 

- --�



677 Estimates, 1940 LEGISLATIVE CouNOit. -L. and L. Gove1·nment 678 

says distinctly '' More, and not less, parti­
cipation by the people in the work of 
government is a real necessity for lasting 
social advancement." 

THE CHAIRMAN: That recommenda-

Officers actually go M·ound telling the 
people what benefits will accrue to them 
if they become membe1·s of Local Authori­
ties. I have evidence to show that that is 
done. 

tion has reference to the Legislative THE CH.AIRMAN: I hope it is not 
Council. anonymous. 

Mr. JACOB: Very well, sir, I will read 
the other part. On page 28 par. 36 reads 
as follows :-

36. British Guiana: Outstanding loans-in-aid
from the Imperial Exchequer should be con­
verted into free grants, outstanding obligations 
on account of the work of the Boundary Com­
mission and of Loans from the Colonial Devel­
opment Fund should be remitted, and in future 
loans-in-aid should be avoided. Special meas­
ures should be taken to protect the Amerindian 
peoples of the remote hinterland. Some initia­
tive is required of Government to ensure �he 
proper organisation under the Local Govern­
ment Law of all rural and village communities, 
wherever situated, and whether or not they 
have happened to express a desire to be brought 
within the scope of the Local Government 
Board. 

I am submitting that paragraph 36 must 
be read in conjunction with paragraph 26. 
If that is admitted then what justification 
had the Board to give the people less than 
what they asked for? 1'he Royal Com­
missioners have made it clear that the 
present system is not satisfactory, and they 
suggest that the people should be given a 
greater opportunity to manage their own 
affairs. Instead of giving them the same 
opportunity Government has given them 
less. That is what has happened in the 
Canals Polder. Government, in order to 
keep the people down and definitely hinder 
the progress of this country-

THE CH AIRMAN : I cannot allow the 
hon. :Yiember to make such a statement. If 
he accuses Govemment or any individual 
Government officer of doing all he could 
to keep the people down I will not allow it. 

Mr. JACOB: I am submitting with all 
confidence that the Local Government 
Board acted in this instance against the 
wishes of the people and against the recom­
mendations of the Royal Commission. I 
do not think it will be disputed that there 
is great dissatisfaction in the Canals Polder 
at the moment. As a matter of fact the 
system of Governruent is such that by 
actual coercion you get things done. The 
District Commissioner goes around ask­
ing people to be members of the Board. 

Mr. JACOB: I have the evidence here. 
When I stated yesterday that I had the 
evidence I had the evidence. 

Mr. WALCOTT : But we never saw it. 

Mr. JACOB: I did not want·to show 
it too early; you are not going to have it 
to victimize those people. When I made 
the statement this morning that this Coun­
cil is not fully representative of the 
Colony, grave objection was taken to it. I 
am expressing the view which has been 
put to me over and over again. As a matter 
of fact I am going to the Canals Polder 
on Sunday to see those people and to sug­
gest what fUl'ther steps they should take. 
They have asked me for my advice; I am 
not hiding anything from Govemment. 
·whenever I get a communication I send it
along. At present I ,Lill not prepared to 
give the names of certain people in certain
cases because I know the result, but in
other cases in which people do not mind I
can give their names.

But I have been digressing ttgain. I 
believe these things are done to thrnw me 
off my balance. (laughter). The point I 
was making is that here Government had a 
wonderful opportunity of using its initiative 
and creating a Village District in the 
Canal5 Polder, thus giving the people an 
opportunity to look after their own affairs. 
I would like to have a definite statement 
from Government as to why it disregarded 
the recommendation of the Royal Com­
mission and the request of the people 
themselves. 

Mr. J ACKSO:N : The conceit of some 
people is definitely amazing, and their 
effrontery still more alarming. It does 
seem to me thiit thP.re are certain hon. 
,\' embers who feel that they are the last 
word in everything; that whatever they 
say or do is correct, but everything 
Government does which does not meet with 
their views is wrong. I deprecate such 
conduct by Members of this Council. The 
Local Government Boa.rd has been charged 
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with not giving the people the best system 
of a,dministration they can have. Tho best 
system seems to be what the hon. Member 
for North Western District (Mr. hcob) 
considers the best. 

Mr. JACOB: I rise to fl. point of 
correction-what the people asked for. 

Mr. JACKSON: A child might a8kfor a 
knife to play with but the wide-awake parent 
would not give it. It must not be taken 
for granted that everything a person asks 
for should be given to him. The initiative 
of om· worthy friend might he tho beRt 
thing for anybody to fl.dopt, but I :i.w satis­
fied in my own mind that so for as the 
Local Government Board is concerned it 
dischttrgos its duty to the best of its ability 
tind provides for those for whom it is 
responsible what it consider;; enough for 
them. If tinyone object8 to tha,t lei, him 
object, but he must not foist on the public 
his views and ideas i:.s to what ought to be 
done. 

I do think tlmt when one poses to be the 
be-all and end-all of eve1·ything he simply 
makes ti mistake. I remember reading 
when I was a child at school t.hP. followiug 
passage:-

" Young people at the period when they are 
acquiring knowledge are very liable to self­
conceit, and thus by their own folly defeat tho 
great purpose of instruction, which is not to 
make them vain but wise. They are apt to 
forget that knowledge is not for show but for 
use, and their desire to exhibit what they 
know is invariably proof that their knowllldgo 
is superficial." 

I am inclined to think tha.t those words 
might be taken in good part by some of us 
around this table, and that we ;;hould be 
more tolerant of the views of others instead 
of endeavouring to foist our views upon the 
whole community, including this Council, 
and be annoyed when they are not accepted. 
(applause). 

will get nowhorn in this Council 
without tho co-operation of cvel'y hou. 
Member. Nothing can be achieved by 
personal abuse b)" the hon. Member of 
certain hon. Members. In a, spirit of 
ill-breeding OJ' i 11 manners the hon. 
.Member approached the conslituoncy of 
:1nother hon. Member in regttrd to the 
Kitty district. Does the hon. Nlember not 
know that there is a difference of opinion 
on the question of raising the st,.tus of the 
Kitty Local Authority? Does the hon. 
Member not know that 1 was asked at a 
meeting by certain persons to make repre­
sentation to rnisu the st.ttus of tbt,t vi llago, 
and does lie not know t,lmt the 11011. Mem­
ber for Contral LJemerarn (:i\-.Lr. De.Aguiar) 
has been ttpproache<l in anotlto,· direction? 
·what rnust tlte Lot:ttl Gove1·11mout Board
or any other body in such a, position do in
such a case? If the .Board docirled in
favour of one side it would be attacked bv
the other.

The hon. Member ia reading certain 
documents in Council this morning Rug­
gestcd th:i.t if the nanws of tho writers 

• wore disclosed there might be victimiz,ttion.
'Will the hon. Member Stty that he has
refrained from discloi:;iug cert,.iu corres­
pondence relating to .i business arrange­
ment between himself and a leading firm of
the Colony, Messrs. Booker Bros , because
he is �tfraid of viclimization?

Mr. C. V. 'WIGHT: In endorsing the 
remarks of the hon. M1·. Jackson I desire 
to refer to that portion of the debate in 
which the criticism of the hon. Member 
for North vVestcrn District resolved it­
self into a question of representation of Lhe 
people. 'rhe hou. Member has stated 
here repeatedly that in his opinion there 
are only two Members capttble of repre­
senting the people in this Council. 
The hon. Member forgets that we 

Mr. JACOB: I rise to a point of order. 

M1·. ELEAZ.-\R: 1 yield to no one in 
respect of my knowledge of representation 
in tho villages but I will not put my know­
ledge against tlmt of the hon. Member for 
Nort;h Western District (Mr. Jacob). I 
support tho remiirks of the hon. Mr. Jack­
son, but perht�ps t!to height of his htnguago 
might miss itH mark. I will therefore tell 
a story of it little boy who asked his father 
for a bicycle and his father told him to 
pray to God every night and he would get 
a bicycle. Tho boy prayed until one 
morning he awoke to find a tricycle out­
side tho door oE the bedroom. The little 
fellow exclaimed " Oh Lord, do you moan 
to say you don't know· a bicyc'ic from a. 
tricycle?" (laughter). •r1ie father knew 
that the boy was too small to ride ,t bicycle. 
1 know the people in tho villages because 
I have been a Councillor and tt Chairman. 
They very uften ask for bicycles when they 
cannot even ride tt-icycles. Government 
I-ms done the conect thing. In this Council 
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I protested some time ago and told Govern­
ment that the worst thing they could do 
was to gi \7e the villages the right to elect 
their own Chairmen. The people of the 
Canals Polcler may think nut, but Govern­
ment has done the best thing for them. 
They think they can ricle a bicycle. 
(laughter). 

Trrn CHAIR.MAN: The hon .. Member's 
story is quite apprnpriate because we a,1·e 
dealing with the subjevt of tr:Lnsport ,Lncl 
trnvelling under the head Labour and 
Local Government. 

Mr. JACOB: I ,Lm not at all surprised 
at the remark,; of tho last tl11·eo hou. Mem­
bers who have spoken. It is well that 
they were drawn out anrl that the public 
should know the contempt with which they 
are treated in this Council bv hon. i\'I em-
bers who represent them. 

Mr. LAING (Commissioner of Labour 
and Local Government): That there have 
been requests from the people of the 
Camils Poldcr ,uea that there should be a 
Village Council for tlmt area is perfectly 
correct; but it is inconect to s,iy that 
t.heir representations were disregarded. As
a matter of fact they receivecl very careful
consideration. The anxietv of the Local
Government Board was, ·of course, that
there should be some administrative
authoritv in the aret, to carry on the work
of the district, and it is qu-ite impossible
to appoint a Village District until it has
gone very thoroughly into the matter and
a voters' list has been prepared. If the
hon. Member for North Western Dis
trict (Mr. Jacob) will refer to the
local Govel'llment Ordinance he will find
that the preparation of a voters' li:-;t
takes a considerable time. There would
have been no Local Authority iu
power at the present time had it been
decided that there would be a Villu.ge
Council. There are alw other points to
receive consideration beca.use the Cauals
Polder is very cli:fferent. to au ordinary 
Local Authority in the country. If the 
hon. Member intends to vi:-;it the Canals 
Polder in order to suggest whitt furthe1· 
1;teps should be taken I would suggest that 
he should come and see me so that I may 
put him in a better position to acivise the 
people. 

'l'HE CHAIRMAN : I hope the hon. 
Member will accept th,it invitation, 

Mr. J"ACOB: I ,tm surprised at the 
attitude adopted in this Council. I feel 
that while there ,ue leg,Ll obsh,cles they 
are not insurmountable and they could 
have Leen removed before now. I wclco10e 
the suggc:;tion that I should see the Oom­
mi.sRi011e1· of L,ibour ,md Local Govern­
ment on the 11rntte1· but I do not think I 
h,we the time. (hughter). I know he is ,, 
very pet'Htrnsive gentleman ,ind he would 
tell me ,ill kinds of things, but if I do not 
advise the people according to what he 
S,Li_d-

Tim CHAlR.l\-1.AN: l think the ltou· 
Member i� afrnid of Lht' Commissioner's 
persuasive powerH. 

Mr. J ACO13: I am uot afrnid of that, 
but what I Mn afraid of is that the hou. 
Member will not ust ,L littlP bit more of 
his initiative. Greatn· energy is requirnd, 
,tncl Government must realize that 
$180,000 has beeu :-;pent iu tlmt al'ea and 
there is di�satiHfactiou and litigc,tion by 
the Drainage Board ,igainst some of the 
people. The1·e i,; going to be trouble and 
I was be:;eecherl to go there on ounday­
not that I wish to go. In fact 1 decliued 
to go on ,;everal oct:asions. I feel that I 
should go and give the people wrne advice. 
I want to know wh,it Elected l\l ember in 
this Count:il consults his constituents as 
often as some of us do. I want to know 
if it is not their duty to ,;peak on behalf of 
the people whom they represent, However, 
election time is coming. 

LAW 01,'J;'JC};RS, 

lter.n 3-Fee to counsel for prosecuting 
,it Criminal Session,;, $795. 

Mr. JACOB: J h,we alwiiys questioned 
this item. I considet· that far too much 
money is spenL iu paying outsiders to 
prosecute at the Sessions. I remember 
distinctly that before the Assistant 
Attorney-General was a whole-time 
officer outside assistance was employed. 
Later it w,is s,iid that if fL Crown 
Counsel was employed and the Assistant­
A ttoruey-General was made a whole-time 
officer there would be 110 necessity to go 
outside for legal assistance. Those things 
have been done, but the employment of 
legal assistance still continues In the 
other Supplementary ·1!;stiw.ates, I think 
this item appears in two ot· three places. 
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THE CHA Il{MAN : I ttLke it that the 
hon. Member has read the explanatory note 
in which it is poiuted out that it w,ts bectLuse 
the Assistant Attorney-Genernl was ap­
pointed to act as a Judge. 

Mr. JACOB : I am not going to speak 
on the other items but I wish to t,Llrn this 
opportunity to say that I do not think this 
amount was spent during the whole period. 
I would like to know whether this expen­
diture cannot be avoided. I do not know 
whether the Legal Members of the Council 
know ,mything about it, but I have been 
asked 1Jy severnl legal men how it was that 
previous Attorneys-General have prosecuted 
on behalf of the Crown at the Crimimtl 
Sessions and the present Attorney-Genernl 
has not p.rnsecuted one day since his 
arrival in the Colony? I do not know 
whether th.tt prfLctice should not be con­
tinued, and whethet· outsiders should be 
employed continuously and public funds 
used to such an extent. Perhaps there are 
good reasons why the present Attorney­
General does not prosecute on behalf of the 
Crown-maybe he has more work to 
do as the result of the war-but I do 
not think he has given that assistance 
which previous Attorneys-General have 
given to the Colony up to two years 
ago. The finances of the Colony are 
not in such a healthy state as to justify the 
legal members of the Government in asking 
for legal assistance from outside. I am 
objecting to this expenditure. In fact it is 
no use objecting to it because the money 
has already been paid. I am suggesting that 
in future greater care should be taken in 
appointing outsiders so frequently to pro­
secute on behalf of the Crown. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon 
Member does not judge the work of 
the Attorney-General, or any previous 
Attorney-General, by the time he spends in 
Court. 

}'fr. JACOB: I am just making ,L com­
parison. vVe had no Crown Counsel in 
those days; now we have a Crown Counsel 
and a full-time Assistant Attorney-General, 
and yet we are paying all this money to 
outside legal practitioners. This is not 
the only item of its kind. 

'l'HE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I was 
delighted to hear the hon. Member speak 
on this particular item four tillles or ruore. 
He has drawn attention to the fact that I 

have not appeared in Court in a criminal 
prosecution since my arrival in this 
Colonv. That is quite true, but it so 
happe;1s that this particular vote is incor­
rectly shown against Law Officers because 
the Assistant Attorney-General was lent 
to the J udici,tl Department for six months 
a.nd after that was on sick leave for three
months, so that for nine months of the
year he was absent from my Chambers.
That brought the staff down to two, and the
rem,tining officer, the Crown Counsel, with
the exception of 6½ weeks, w,1,� in Court
and never in c1rnmbers. The result was
that I was the only Law Officer in cham­
bers throughout the year with the excep­
tion of l¼ months when I had the assis­
tance of the Crown Counsel. In addition
to the work of my predecessors-and I
know that they complained that they were
overworked--there is an eruption on the
other side of the world called war which
unfortunately reacts on this side, ,md the
repercussion is considerable. It is quite
true that the hon. Member has said he has
no idea how much work has been cast on
the Law Officers as a result of this war.
Moming, noon and night I am called upon
to give immediate and urgent decisions, to
express my opinion as to wh,it decisions
should be. This morning I was up at 1.30
to give a decision with respect to a boat
which was to sail in 15 minutes. I hiwe
endeavoured to the utmost of ruy ability to
keep expenditure down in this Colony. I
know how badly off the Colony is. I
believe I am making a correct statement
of fact now when I say it is the only
Colony of the Empire which has not
engaged an extrn Law Officer as a result of
the war. Barbados lms an extra Law
Officer and I think evet·y other Colony has.
This Colony l:ms not done so yet.

In addition to the extra amount of work 
suffered by .ill Colonies we have additional 
troubles-the question of air bases. The 
hon. Member would not know how much 
extra work that cast on the Law Officers. 
I can assure him that at least l½ hours a 
day of my time is spent on questions con­
cerning the air b,tses. He will realize that 
my predecessors did not have that work. 
Then we have the question of Constitutional 
Reform and the Commission appointed to 
con�ider the various points, which was 
unable to decide certain questions relating 
to its terms of reference. Those matters 
have thrown an enormous amount of extra 
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work on the Law Officers. During the 
year in question we were not at full 
strength and the result w,Ls that outside 
aid had to be called upon if the prosecu­
tions were to be performed. It stands to 
reason wl1en two Courts are sitting you 
have to employ two counsel, and, as 
it happened this year, the January ses 
sion was sitting at the same time as the 
April session, with one Judge sitting in 
the January session and two J uclges sitting 
on the same clay in the April session you 
want three prosecutors. I cannot in any 
wav lessen or shorten the sessions, and as 
long as that happens a.dditioual assistance 
will be required. 

As pointed out in the note, the excess is 
solely clue to the fact that the Assistant 
Attorney-General was lent to the J uclicial 
LJepartment and served with great dis­
tinction for six months, after which he 
proceeded on three months' sick leave. I 
think that charge should in common fair­
ness be shown against the Judiciary vote; 
the Law Officers Department incurred no 
extrn expenditm·e. 

THE COLONTAL SECRETARY: The 
hon. Attorney-General has fully explained 
the position but I would like to add a per­
sonal note. I have been ,issociated with 
a number of Attorneys-General through­
out my career and I can speak with per­
sonal knowledge of the tremendous excess 
of work which has deyolved upon the 
Law Officers. 

Item put, a.nd agreed to. 

MEDICAL-HOSPITAL AND DJSPENS.UiI ES. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: For some con8iderable 
time I lmd been asking Government and 
I hacl great t.rouble to get Government to 
appoint a Committee to enquire into the 
working of the Public Hospital. They have 
gone off at a tangent again and I am not 
sure whether Government should not be 
asked to appoint another Committee to 
make further inquiry, because all is not 
well at the Public Hospital. It seems to 
me we are getting a set of people from 
Africa or Asia, anywhere except from the 
East, and they are bringing all kinds 
of innovations into the country, and 
when people resent. them Govei·nment 
supports them on the pretext that it must 
support its officials. It is an open secret 
that no fewer tlrnn 3i:i of those hard-work­
tn� people, the ,vardmatds at the Public 

Hospital, are out of employment because 
of ,in innovation introduced by a recent 
arrival in the country-that they should 
all go on their knees to scrub the Hos­
pital floor. When they complain they are 
told it is done all over the world. That 
may be partly true but it is partly untrue, 
and a lie which is partly true is the worst 
kind of lie. I have a friend who had to 
attend hospitals in France, Austria 
and Germany, and he tells me that that 
sort of thing is unknown in those places. 

I feel that labour of that kind is unjusti­
fiable because not many days ago I was 
reading an article by ,t doctor, an M.D., in 
which he pointed out tlrn.t what is known 
as housemaids' knee, a form of disfigure­
ment, is the result of scrubbing on the knees. 
At least within the last 15 vears I cannot 
remember seeing wardmaids' scrubbing the 
floor of the Hospital on their knees. If 
that was a necessary thing to do I cannot 
imagine why it wn.s not ordered by the 
Surgeons-General we have had from time 
to time. I do not wish to make inviduous 
distinctions, but of the Surgeons-General 
we have had during the last 50 years I 
t·ernember Dr. Godfrey particularly. He 
was very much interested in the working 
of the Hospital; as a matter of fact it was 
he who introduced the system of bringing 
Nursing Sisters to the Hospital. 

After all these years it is a person who 
has come to the Colony just four months 
ago who says that the wardmaids must go 
down on their knees to scrub. A woman 
who had been employed at the Hospital 
for 18 yeat'R has been dismissed for dis­
obeying orders. I "·ould not be surprised 
if a doctor called upon a clerk one morn­
ing to wash his car, and if he refu8ed he 
was dismissed for disobeying orders. I 
understand that the matt.rr was brought to 
the Governor'� notice, but His Excellency 
never worries with those things. I cannot 
believe that thr MPdicn.l Department c,m­
not find anv other rlevice bv which the 
floor of the

0

H0Rpital can be ;crubbod. It 
looks to me a spiteful act, and I am 
emboldened in that opinion by the opinion 
of the doctor in the ,irticle I have referred 
to. I am told by n high official " These 
people must do what they are told. 
They have not clone it and others have 
t.-ken their places." lf there is unemploy­
ment iu the country why wouldn't other
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people take the work? That is no reuson 
why people should be oppressed. 

I know of an incident in New Amster­
dam in which a man w,is called in from 
his day off and told to do Romething which 
was not ptirt of his duLy, and because he 
refused to do it he was interdicted from 
duty for refusing to carry out instructions. 
That man happens to be a bandsman and 
was off for the d,iy. \Vhcn he w,1,; called 
in he found that the othl'r members of the 
Baud had refused to J..>lay brcausc tlrnf 
wanted some considernLiou. Bec,iuse he 
joined the otherfi in· their stand he was 
interdicted from duty for refusing to obey 
orders. vVas it fair Lo tlu1t man? Times 
arc hard and unemployment is rife. It is 
not fair to bring opp1ession on these 
people. T regard it as ,1 form of oppres­
sion. The Head of the Dep,1rt10ent seldom 
knows of these thing:;, but if ho does know 
he has an excuse; he is expected to uphold 
his subordinate o1licer. \Ve are told that 
it is the diseipli1w of the imtitution. So 
long as I am he1·r and lmvc au opportunity 
to speak I shall let Government know 
these things. I w,1nt it to be known thH.t 
the people of the Colony have to look 
fonvard now to povcrLy, blood a,ud firn 
aftrr the war, ,11111 I do not think ;:inybody 
in this Colony should push them on too 
quiekly. Do uot take arlvantage of the 
unemployment which is 1·ife i11 the coun­
try to n,dcl to thl' burden of Llw people of 
the country. Tt ha,; ncn·r paid any 
Government to have people who delight in 
buing tyrnnnic,il towards their lu,;s fovou 1·ed 
brethren for one 1·eason or ,inother, know­
ing that their rlC'eision would be upheld 
lie1.:ause the Hc,ul of thu lleparL111e11t docs 
not wish to intc1frre "·ith the discipline of 
the institution. 

A11 innovation of tlmt kind at lhe 
Rospi t al was hound to cause trouble. 
The mmlieal profe,;sion must be s,iclly 
lacking if it eannot find m1:-- other 
methods of cleaning tho floor, am! I do 
not think it is w lacking. I tncntion 
the matter here because I feel very strong­
ly n.bout it, and but fot· my h<•alth at the 
time I might have done something. I 
think the la<ly responsible shoulrl ham 
bel'n sent home. Those women who hrwc 
been dismissed have contributed to her 
:;alary. I have 110 doubt that if you en­
quire you .,ill fincl that this person has 
come from Tanganyika, Nigeria, or perhaps 

South Africa or Hong-Kong. We must 
not complain although we >tre being 
squeezed. Things are not going right at 
the Hospit,il. These people are not to be 
,illowcrl to use the institution as if it were 
their own property. After all thr. pPople 
of the 1:onntry l1rwe to pay the piper. Even 
Crown Colonv GovPrnmt•nt ctiimot hold mv 
tongue. Case�-; of thi8 kind slionld be .lookecl 
into by Government and Government 
should "ta,ke a more sympathetic view of the 
matter. It would Le unkind, unfair and 
un-Chri8tian for me to stancl here a,ncl s,iy 
,inything clisparnging of His Excelleney in 
his absence, but he w,1s here and he did 
nothing. 

Tm: CH.AIRMAN : I happen to know 
that the Governor had a great denl to do 
with it. 

1\h. ELEAZAR: He might have done a 
g1·0,1t deal but it was not very e[ectivc. His 
;;re,1t de,11 amounted to little or nothing, be­
cau8o the only eontention oft he wardmai<ls 
was h,wing to go on their knees to scrub 
the floor. They protested and they were 
rlismisserl for insuhol'clination. The topic 
of the d,iy in this country should be what 
can he clone to win tho war, and after ,,e 
lrnvc finished with the encmie8 tLbro,itl we 
can clcal with the e1.w111ies at ho111e. \Ve 
should be di,-cu�sing measures as to how we 
could help to win the war. \Vhen I come 
here with a comphLint it has merit in it. 
These people hn,ve ,1 great grievance. 

i\-fr. JACOB: I will tell the Council 
something I have inYcstigato<l. I have 
br-en told by sevcrnl people that the 
,11.:commorlatiou, ,mnita1·y arrangements, 
linen and so fo1·th at the Public 
Hospit,il are vct·y unsatisfn.ctory. I asked 
permir;:;ion, antl the J.-tesident 8urgeon 
ttecompauied the hon. Member for Esse­
rtuebo River ( 11 r. we, and myself through 
three of tho \-Varel:; of the Public Hospi­
t,il. \1 c ,Yerc imrp1·iscd at some of the 
thiog8 wr sa,Y. There may be some short­
age of iiccommochtion but I do not regard 
tha.t as Yl'l", serious, bt1t there is a short­
,igc of beds� nmttre�sPs, pillows, bod sheets 
pillow case,; aurl blankets. We found 
patients lying on the b,irc beds with just a 
blanket over the springs. \-Ve found othm·s 
lying on mattresses on the floor, without 
sheets, bhinket-s or pillows. In some cases 
there were pillows without cases. After we 
had gone through the thrne Wards Mt·, 
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Grierson agreed with us that there was a 
shortage of those materials. I ,im not 
prep,tred to say what fut·ther discussion 
took place, but tlie t;Onditions at the 
Hospital wern simply deplorable. 

Dr. MACLENNAN (Director of Medical 
Services) : Was the visit made at night? 

Mr. JACOB: Yes, we went purposely 
during the night because in the day you 
cannot see these conditions very well. In 
the night the patients must be in bed and 
we went purposely around 8.30 at night. 
Maybe I have no right to do these things; 
I am intrudiug. 

THE CHAIRMAN : No, hon. Members 
are welcome to these in�titutions. I am 
sorry the hon. :Member paid his first visit 
this year and not sooner. 

Mr. JACOB : I think the Director of 
:M.edical Services will correct you there, 
sir. I have been paying visits. I have 
written several letters ,Lnd I have had re­
plies which I do not consider satisfactory. 

Dr. MACLENNAN: I think I told the 
11011. Member that we always welcome 
visits by hon. Members to any institution, 
and I think the hon. Member knows that. 

Mr. JACOB : The treatment meted out 
to me in this Council in the debates on 
Education and the Public Works Depart­
ment was not very kind, but J anticipate 
that it will be my duty to make certain 
remarks here until the session closes. 

The Council adjoumed until 10.30 11.m. 

the following day. 




