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LEGISLATIVE GPUNGIL

{Congtituted under the British Guiana
{Constitution) (Temporary Provisions)
Order in Council, 1953)

THURSDAY, 9TH SEPTEMEBER, 1954

The Council met at 2 pm., His
Honour the Speaker, Sir Eustace Won!
ford, L. B.E., Q.C., in the Chair.

YRESENT

His Honour the Speaker, Sir

Eustace Gorden Woolford, 0.B.E., Q.C.

e io en | arer—

The Hon, the Chief Secretary,
Mr. ¥. D. Jakeway, O.B.E. (acting).

The Hon. the Atterney-General,
Mr, G. M. Farnum {acting).

The Hon. the Financial Secretary,
Mr. ¥ 0. Fraser, O.B.E.

Nominated JMembers of Executive
Council :—

The Hon. Sir Frank MeDavid,
CHM.G., CB.E. (Member for Agricul-
ture, Forests, Lands and Mines).

The Hon. G. A, C. Farnum, 0.B.E.
{Member for Local Government, Sccial
Welfare and Co-operative Develop-
ment).

- The Homn. G. H. Smellie.

The Hon. R, B. Gajraj.

The Hon, R. . Telo,
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FCIL ' Present

Depuly Speaker:——

Mr. W. J. Raalgever, C.B.E.

Nominated Officials :—

Mr. W. T. Lord, £.S.0.

Mr., J. I. Ramphal.

Nominated Unofficials :—

Mr. W. A, Phang,

Mr. W. A, Macnie, C.M.G., 0.1
Mr, C. A, Carter.

Mr. E. F, Correia,

Rev. D. C. J. Bobb.

Mr. H. Rahaman,

Miss Gertrude 1. Colline
Mrs. Esther E. Dev

- T r.

Lt, Col. E. J. Haywood, M.B.E.,
Mr. R. B. Jailal,

Mr. Sugrim Singh.

Clerk of the Legislature—

Mr. . Crum Ewing.

Assistant Clerk of the Legislature

My, H. H. Tross (acting),

Absent (—

The Hon. P. A. Cummings (]

ber for Labour, Health and Housiny
—on leave.

The Hon. W. 0. R. Kendall (I

ber for Communications and Wor

Kr. T. Lee.
Mr. L. A. Luckhoo, Q.C.—on 1

The Speaker read prayers.






1101 Goet. Noliees

I would like tu take this Bill
through all its stages tomcrrow. It has
heen published in the Gazelfe since the
28th of August,

“The Attorney-General: On behalf
of the Member for Labour, Health and
Housing 1 give tictice of the introeduc-
tion and first reading of a Bill
intituled—

“An Ordinance further to amend the
Cinematograph Ordinance with respect ic
the granting of Licences.”

[ may say that as we go further
along the Ovder Paper I shall ask leave
to withdraw a similar Biil which is
down on the Order Paper,

CusToMs ORDER IN COUNCIL,
No. 45 or 1054

The Financial Secretary gave notice
of the folluswing motions:—

it s Council in ferms of Section
9 of the Customs {(Consolidation) Ordin-
ance, 1952 (No. 69) confims Ovder in
Council Ne. 45 of 1954, which was made
on the 17th of August, 1954, and pub-
lished in the Gazeite of the 28th of
August, 1954,

CustonMs ORDER 1IN (COUNCIL,
No. 16 oF 1954

That this Ceouncil in terms of Secticn
9 of the Customs (Consolidation) Ordin-
ance, 1952 (No. 69) confirms Order in
Counci] No. 48 of 1954, which was made
onn the 18th of August, 1954, and pub-
fished in the Gazette of the 4th of Sep-
tembher, 1954,

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES FCR
JuNE AND JuLry, 1954

That this Council approves of the
Supplementsry Estimates for June (2) and
July, 1954, which have heen laid on the
{able,

SUPPLEMENTARY DEVELOPMENT
EsTiMaTES For Mavy—JuLy, 1954

That this Council approves of the
Supplementary  Development  Estimates
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for May, June ond July, 1954, which h
heen laid on the table.

CROWN LaNDS (AMENDMENT)
REGULATIONS, 1954

wir Frank McDavid (Member

Agrienlture, Forests and Lands ¢
Mines) gave notice of the follow
moticn—

That this Council approves of
Crown Lands {Amendment) Regulatic
1954, which have been laid on the tah

UNOQFFICIAT, NOTICGES

ReEFUND oF TAx DUTY To DIOCESE (
GUIANA

Lt.-Col. Haywood:
the following motion—

That this Council recominends
Cavernment the relund to the Diocese

na cf the sum of one hundred dol
paid . terms of the Tax Ordinance, 1
ior the Private Bill intituled ' An Ord
ance to consolidate and amend the
rclating to the Diocese of Guiana.”

1 give notice

I may say that permission has
ohtained from His Excellency the G
ernor to move the suspension of
relevant Standing Orders to enable
to proceed with it teday.

AROLITION OF CONTROLE

Mr. Raatgever: I would like
tind out when it is proposed
Giscuss  the motion 1relating to
abolition of Controls, notice of wh
was given by the hon. Memh
Mr. Luckhoo, some time ago. The m
ter i very urwent, because the C
troller of Supplies iz creating a w
intolerable condition with the comm
cial cominunity. T[Inless something
done immediately, T am afraid, I +
not be able to answer. for what n
happen. T ask that the matter he plac
on the Qrder Paper as early as possil






1105 Finance Comniithbee—
L% not know whose duty it is, but I
think the hon. the Financial Secretary
might see that something iz done to
ive greater publicity to the important
vcik being done in Finance Committee.

The Financial Secretary: [ desire
o thank you, Sir, for the remarks you
have made with regard to greater publi-
city of the proceedings in Finance
Committee, and to say that the Min-
utes of Finance Committee are laid on
the table in this Council from time to
time. I think I am also right in say-
ing that-copies of thoge Minutes arve
seni* to the B.P.I. who could select any
portiong of those Minutes for publicity.

Mr. Speaker: They could, but i
think some direction should be given
for greater publicity.

The Financial Secretary: 1 will
gpeak with the Public Information
fi .

Mr. Speaker: The whole idea of a
Finance Committee is to prevent
Tengthy discussions in this Counecil

Sir Frank MeDavid: The Finance
Commitiee does indeed sit in camera,
as you have gzaid, 8ir, although
that particular phrase in that connexion
really means that the public is not ad-
mitted. Tt does not mean that the
Finance Committee sits in secrecy. At
the conclusion of its meetings, as I am
sure my colleague will bear me out, a
Press communique is usually issued
with respect to Important items that
have been discussed at those meetings.
Indeed representatives of the Press
normally attend at the conclusion of a
meeting and wait for a Press release.
There is only one difficulty—that the
Finance Committee cannot make firm
decisions because its decisions are sub-
jeet to the approval of this Counecil
‘Consequently a good deal of caution has
to be exercised in releasing information
to the Press which may. be taken as
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firm decisions, whereas obviously this
Council is the final arbiter and may, as
it has on previous occasions, decide
otherwise.

Nevertheless, I think that Members
will bear me out when I say that im-
portant decisions of Finance Committee
are duly reproduced in the newspapers
on the following day. It is only a mat-
ter of discretion as fo what is important
and what is not important for imme-
diate releagse. Ag rvegards that very
important matter to which you referred,
Sir—the awarding of the contract for
the Boerasirie Extension Project to Sir
Lindsay Parkinson & Co—which, of
course, was not approval but merely an
announcement in Finance Committee,
it did have proper publication in the
Press. Later on, when the Minutes of
the PFinance Committee are actually
laid in Council here they then become
public documents, and the Press are
completely at liberty to take them and
puiblish whatever they like. I never
myself thought that important deeci-
gions of the Finance Committee do
receive publication, beeause 1 think the
Press usually exercise great pressure to
get them.

Mr. Speaker: Tots of people
complain that they do not know what
takes place here. There are very much
abridged reports of what takes place.

Mr. Raaigever: While it is true
that the decisions of Finance Commit-
iee have to be brought to this Couneil,
the members of Finance Committee are
Members of this Legislature, and in
my long years of experience in this
Chamber I have never known of the

Legislature veversing any decision
arrived at in Finance Committee.
Therefore, any decision arrived at

in TFinance Committee can he safely
handed to the Press as a decision of the
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| Mr. Raatpgever]

Legislative Council. It is exactly tre
same thing. No decision by Finance
Committee has ever been rescinded in
the Legislature during the years I have
sat in this Chamber.

Mr. Speaker: I think the Press
are not in a position to get all the in-
formation which T think they should
have for publication.

ORDER OF THE DAY

CINEMATOGRAPH {AMENDMENT) BILL
WITHDRAWN

The Attorney-General: At the re-

_quest of the hon. Member for Labour,

Health and Housing (Mr. Cummings)
I ask leave to withdraw the Bill atand-
ing in his name on the Order Paper
intituled:
“An Ordinance further to amend the
Cinematograph Ordinanee with respect
to the granting of licences.”

Council approved.
SCHOOL CHILDREN AND THE CINEMAS

The last item on the Order Paper
was the following motion by Mr.
Carter:

“That this Council recommends the en-
actment of legislation to prohibit the ad-
mission of children of school age, that is,
between the ages of six and fourteen, to
cinemas or other houses of entertainment
hetween the hours of B.00 a.m. and 4.00
pm. on such days when schools are mn

session, except when films or shows are
sponsored by educationa) or cultural or-

ganisations with the approval of the De-
partment of Education.”

My, Carter: I am very happy to see
my motion, notice of which was given
as long ago as the 16th of February,
Yeach a point on the Order Paper where
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it ean Dbe discussed, but on my arrival
here today I was requested by a fevws hon.
Members to ask you, Mr. Speaker, to
permit the debate on the motion to be
deferred until the next meeting, as they
would like to get some more data
in ovder to deal with the matter
extensively, With your permission, Sir,
I ask that the debate on the motion be-
deferred.

Mr. Speaker; We may meet to-
morrow. You do not mean tomorrew?

Mr. Carter: No, Siv, tomorrow I
will be going to New Amsterdam.

Mr. Speaker: You are asking that
it be deferred to a later date. The de-
bate on the hon. Member's motion w#l
he deferved.

REFUND oF Tax DuTY To DIOCESE aF
GUIANA

Lt.-Col. Haywood: T beg to move

~ the suspension of the Standing Qrdere

to proceed with the motion standing in
my name as follows:

“That this Council recommends to Gov-
ernment the refund to the Dioceze of Gui-
ana of the sum of one hundred dollars
paid in terms of the Tax Ordinance, 1939,
for the Private Bill intituled an Ordinance
to conseclidate and amend the law relating
to the Diocese of Guiana.”

Quesiion put, and agreed o,
Standing Orders suspended.

Lt.-Col. Haywood: I wish tg com-
mend this motion to hon, Members very
briefly: they are not all members of the
Anglican Chureh, but I think that they
would all agree it is a veligious body
doing excellent work in British Guiana,
end I think we are all aware that it isin
continuous need for funds to carry on
its work. For that reason I ask hon.
Members to approve of the recommen-
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dation that a hundred dollars paid by
the Diocese in connection with the Rill
which was recently passed he refunded.

Mr. Ramphal: I beg to second
that. The sum is exceedingly small, and
this recommendation is really a token
of appreciation of the work being done
By the Churches generally and this one
Air particular.
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Mr. Speaker: Does any other
Member wish to speak on the motion?

Question put, and agreed to.
Motion carried.
The Speaker adjourned the Coun-

cil to the following day, Friday, Sep-
tember 10, 1954, at 2 p.m.





