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2.JOp.m.

PUBLIC BUSrnESS 

APPROPRIATION BILL 

BUDGET DEBATE 

Mr. Deputy Speak��: Hon. 
Members, the Assembly will now 
resume the debate on the Motion 
for the Second Reading of the 
Bill intituled: 

11An Ordinance to appro­
priate the.supplie� granted 
in the current session .of· th-e 
Legislature. 11

When we a.dj ourne_d yesterday the 
hon. Member for Georgetown Soutb 
was on the Floor. 

Mr. Hugh (Georgetown�Soutn): 
At the adjournment last evening I 
was dealing with paragraph 2 on 
page 34 of the Budget Speech, in 
which the Minister said that he 
had tried to analyze- the causes 
of.unemployment and Eoverty in 
Guiana and had indicated what al­
ready had been done ano what the 
Varty in power intended to do. I 
read the part where he spoke of 
removing inequalities._ I de­
tail ed wba� bad alr eady been 
done. .I said the Party had cre­
ated distrust in the minds of 

.- would-be investors at borne and 
! had exported that COJ\llllodity over­

seas; that it had created condi­
tions which brought about unrest
in the country; that it had cre­
ated unemployment in the Public
Works Department and elsewhere in
order to say that it_was·solvent;
that it had spent its two years
in ·office �ampaigning- in every

way for the next elections; and 
that it had abused everybody who 
did not give it  l arge sums of 
money willy-nilly and �ho did not 
agree with what the Party said 
and did. 

If time permits at a later 
stage I will take the O])port unity 
to congratulate them for 11coggi�'' 
a few of the items on  the �io­
gramme of the People's National 
Congress, namely, the creation of 
an Industrial Development Corpor­
ation, the· establishment "bf an 
industrial estate, the University 
of Guyana and the Economic Plan­
ning Unit.· We have already in 
this House congratulated them on 
each occasion for their ability 
to 1"cog 11 , but not execute, pro­
grammes of the People's National 
Congress, the Party to which I 
belong . 

Having seen what the Party in 
power has done, we must proceed 
now to ·see what it proposes to do 
as set out �y the. Mi nister of 
Finance. According to the Budget 
Speech, it.proposes to increase 
old age pe ns:i ons a nd pub 1 ic 
assistance; it proposes to-remove 
the 2 per cent turnover tax and 
it proposes to work out some sort 
of scheme to allow interest paid 
onloa n s  u s e d  f o r  building 
houses, either for r�nt ·or owner­
occupied, to be deducted from in­
come; and it proposes to buy the 
Georgetown Golf Course. I am yet 
to find any other· proposal, and it 
would be very interesting if some 
Member of the Government would 
let this House know of some other 
new proposal. 
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[MR, HUGH] 
We will be told, no doubt, 

about the Tapakuma Scheme, the 
Black Bush Scheme, the Bartica­
Potaro Road, that is, the Minis­
ters will tell us about the cou­
t inuat ion of programmes that have 
already been started during their 
re�ime though they will not admit 
ihat th ese  pro gramme s w ere 
planned b_y regime s pri or to 
theirs. It would be interesting 
for us to ask ourselve3 what 
could be the reason for the Peo­
ple's Progressive Party not being 
able to do anything more within 
the·coming year, why it can do 
nothing new and n<b:v it has doue 
nothing good during its seven 
successive years in Government. 

2.20 p.m: 

We have the answer, of course. 
The Minister says here - and I 
quote, sir, from the same para­
graph on page 3�: 

"It was possible to do very 
little about the rising bur­
den of debt charges and about 
foreign trade and aid because 
-0f constitutional restric­
tions. The essential precon­
d it i o-n for fur.the r cha n·ges
which would accelerate· devel­
<fpmen t and provide more jobs
1s political independence.tt

We concede thai political in­
dependence allows the people of a 
country, a people's Govermnent, a 
grea t de�l more scope than a 
colonial Government would. But, 
sir, the People's Progressive 
Party has always tried to make it 
appear that when political Inde­
pende n c e  co me s, it wil l be  

11pronto prosperity, pronto we 
will do all we can with pro­
grammes." [Interruption.] i said 
it appears. [Mr. Benn: 11We talk 
about neo-colonialism. 'r:=' Are you 
talking? I thought it ,:2-s Jacob. 
I was say"ing, sir, that all the 
bl.a.me for the Goverument 1 s ina­
bility to do anything worthwhile 
in this country, is placed at the 
door-step of the· lack of politi­
cal independence a nd constitu­
tional restrictions. 

Be that as it may, I shall 
not deal very hea vily with that 
because I am quite sure my col­
leagues, on this side of the 
House, will treat that subject 
very liberally. But I d0 want to 
point out that despite the fact 
that tl3 Minister says here, on 
page 34, that the Government bas 
not been able to do anything be­
cause of ris'ing debt charges., ii 
has not been able io do anything 
a1out foreign trade and aid be­
cause of constitutional rfstric­
tions, one finds, on page 13 of 
his Speech, an acknowledgement of 
the theories which he has· pro­
�ounded, copied from books. I 
quote, sir, from page 13 of his 
Speech, paragraph 3, beginning 
with the second sentence: 

"Another factor that will re­
tard the development of this 
region and of all other poor 
countries is the continued 
unstable prices received for 
raw materials and the depen­
dence on one or two basic ex-
port commodities. No amount 
of foreign aid and domestic 
c apital will be  enough to 
bridge the gap between the 
rich and poor countries un-
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less world trade is libera­
lized and prices stabilized."

This is an economic theorywhich is accepted. The Ministerdoes not say that constitutional restr ict i o n  p r ev en t s  thesethings, or does political inde­
pendence. No, it  is none o f
that. He gives here a straight
economic theory,-_ which I agree
with, but he finds e�cuses later
on for non-development and non­
production, and blames lack of
political independence and con­
stitutional restrictions for
these things.

In the following paragraph, 
�he fourth paragrap:h on that same
page, the Finance·Minis�e; speaks
about what the Prime M1n1ster of
Peru said at the U. N. General
Assembly, and he says that he
says these things "to show t�at
neither self-help, nor foreign
aid nor stable export prices,
alo�e· will reduce world hunger
and p�verty. " These are th�orieE'
again. The Mini_ster continues: 
"Only a combination of all three 
ilict o rs· will  c on t ribu te  t o
balanced economic growth, better
living standards, and social jus­
tice for the peoples of countries
like ours. 11 Incidentally, the
Prime Minister of Peru did not
speak of a Utopia through �oliti­
cal independence. The Finance
Minister says he is still punish­
ing, dominated by rapitalists.

Now sir having accepted' ' 

. this theory, one wonders why, 1n
the face of accepting· such a 
theory acknowledging it, the.
Govern�ent has not attempted to

use its Planning Unit - if it has 

one really - or, since it is the 
"know-all" of everything , tried 
to examine our existing ,-ndus­
tries, particularly the three 
which it has made capital about 
in thi s  Budget Speech, �nd on 
which it so much depends to raise 
its 1964 revenue. 

•, . 

Examine the position in thebauxite industr:y in the world!Examine British Guiana's contri­bution t o  the industry - itsshare, the part it plays, itspercentage. The Minister knows
the percentage of employment and
the percentage of gross domesticproduct o f t h e  i n d u s t  r i e s . Sugar: What is the future of
sugar? What does sugar imean to
us? Can it do anything more?
What does the Commonwealth Sugar 
Agreement mean? Rice: Let us
examine t he po s i t  i o n of  the
world1s production of rice and
see if we are not faced with a
situation where we in B.G. find
ourselves perpetuat"ing a colonial
capitalism, depending upon only 
two indu strie s1 bau xite and·
sugar. The Govern�en� should  
have indicated that ,it W11l exert 
its ene rgies in finding .n�w 
avenues, new schemes, and 1n1-
tiating new development pro­
grammes. Of course, in  talking about its rising debt cle.rges, 
the hon. Minister admits he has 
the Sin king Fund invested in 
"capitalist" London, but he wants 
the insurance companies here to 
invest 100% of their profits in
British Guiana. 

Now, sir, instead of the Peo­
ple's Progressive Party ?ove�n­
ment - primarily some of its Min-
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":isters, I can think of two at the 
moment - sitting by and crying 
out like sorne frustrated old 
maids, about political independ­
ence, neurotics in the Opposi­
tion, constitutional restrictions 
and Mr. Sandys - whom ·1 believe 
because he should know, I do 
not - instead of pol�ticking all 
over the place, the Peop le's 
Progressive Party should recoi:;­
nize this fact: that if it bas 
a Planning Unit", as someone said 
just now, it is not usinf!: its 
Planning Unit. The Government is 
not usin� ifs Planning Unit be­
cause the party it self eithe r 
knows mo r e t h a  n t he P l  an n i ng 
Unit, or the persons who consti­
tute the Planninp: Unit are made 
to serve some other pnrpose, or 
the Plan ning Unit is not ·:<;om­
plete. The Plannill!/; Unit has not 
got enough personnel to do the 
necessary investigations, not 
only with i n t h e c o n t e x t  o f 
Guiana, but within the context of 
world commodities and trade. 

2.Jn p.,, ..
The P.P.P. must admit a.nd 

come face to face with the fact 
tbat it has no clear industrial 
programme; it has no agricultural 
policy; it has injured its own 
foreign relations and, conse­
quently, it can �ossess no trade 
policy. I ha\·e said that time 
and agai n on my feet  in this 
House and elsewhere. To put it 
in a Biblical fashion: Where 
there is no vision, the people 

�perish. The P.P.P. will never 
possess vision because it be­
lieves it· knows everything. I 
wonder if it knows about t1ie crea­
tion of God? 

Throughout this Budget Speech 
there- has been an extravagant and 
elaborate handling of ba._uxite, 
sugar and, in fact, an attempted 
political .football of rice in a 
very subtle way. l was saying 
earlier that if the P.P.P. bad a 
Planning llnit, it would have ex­
amined th e fu ture of Br i t  is h 
Guiana wit h, r e s pe c t  t o  th e 
further develop ment of our two 
main ind us t r i e s , b aux it  e and 
sugar, and it would have revealed 
some startling reve latio ns so 
that people would have put their 
shoulders to the wheel to plan 
for the future. Of· course the 
Government expects to do every­
thing only with political inde­
pendence. 

I have in rny band a book 
issued by the Bureau of Mines. 
It is the Burea..i of Mines Miner­

als Year Book, 1962, and it deals 
with bauxite. Al t h ough t h e  
P.P.P. Government is very happy 
over the proposed increased pro­
duction of bauxite and the in­
creased revenue therefrom, if one 
goes through this book very care­
fully one will s_ee that the fu­
ture of British Guiana's bauxite 
is not so rosy_ that the Govern­
ment c�n 1 plan as heavily on it a$ 
it has done in the past. After 
reading this book, one can see 
the true posit  io n of Br it is h 
Guiana in the Bauxite World. One 
will find that Jamaica takes 
first position, Russia second 
position, Surinam third position, 
and British Guiana fourth posi­
tion. It is interesting to know 
that this book was printed by the 
capitalists in America. On page 
4 the book stales: 
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"Domestic ccil!lls11111111p,1t.ion 
of bauxite incre��edl 23 p!!r­
cent. Of the total Cl1llllllSmtred. 
85 percent came .iir,1um ll.(!J)irieign 
sources. Jamaicai11D-1t:ype @re 
(from Jamaica, Hai�i. allllDd tbe

Dominican Republiic)) Jpllr(D)wided 
56 percent of the lt.@ttail ccn­
sumption; Surina11111-lt.}'Jllle ore 
(from Surinam·��� Biri1t.ish 
Guiana) supplied 2, gie1nr:e-lillt.. •P 

With this pbsitiom \eEwre us; 
with all the difficlllllLties illli­
volved in the cost l!llf' prodUllc­
tion; bad harbour f.'.al!Cilit.ies; 
the nec essity to tr�wsp(!))Jl't. the 
ore several tim es andl <&uimqp> it in 
Trinidad, and the fact tlbat l�e 
ships cannot come he1!"e f(!))J!" it.Jae 
ore are having a. sedi11J11Ws e-J!":f!'ect 
on the industry. Hcwever, t�e 
Government still plaices so 111!1!1.eh 
emphasis on tlris im��tll'jf £or 
Lhe future. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: 'lf:iml" 

Mr. Blair (Berbice tiweI!")l: I 
beg to move that the �©>1Ill. lffiem'Bl>er 
be granted 15 minutest@ �llllllll1t.:iililfl!le 
his speech. 

Mr. Jordan (llppe1l'· JJ)lemiell"ii!LJ!"li!l 
River) seconded. 

Question put, and �reed to. 

Mr. Hugh: I thanlh_ )1!ll1III� sir. 
It will be  interest:iimig it.©J ]near 
what this book says ailh)(rollllit. stlmdl.­
piling. On page 7 it states: 

"Ba u:x it e st o:cb i.1111 die 
United States on lll'iece1t111bieir. 
31, 1962, had d!ecireased 
205,000 long dry �@Ills frEJtllll 
year end 1961. (Ohm ai dlry 
basis, consumers i.mwentt.ori.es 

of crude anu processed plants 
decre ased 14 percent. No 
withdrawals we re made from 
the Government strategic or 
mo nstrategi� stockpile. 
Ja�aican, Surinam, and re­
fractory grades of bauxite 
remained on the Group 1 list 
of strategic mat erials for 
the nati onal stockpile. 

Duri ng the year, 
1,063,444 l ong dry tons of 
Jamaican-type ore and 770,309 
tons of Surinam-type ore were 
acquired by barter, bringing 
tbe total Government inven­
t ories to 7,558,000 tons 
o f  Jamaican-type o re and
7,755,000 tons of Suri�am­
type ore. Details of th e
quantities and various types
of bauxite sto red in the
three Government invent ory
accounts are shown in tables
8and9."

This means that a year iu1;0 baux­
ite found itself in a precarious 
position; stockpiling: had to de­
crease, and yet ihe Governmeni is 
so happy today because it be­
lieves that there will be an in­
crea s e i n the prod u ct i o n o f 
bau.tlte. 

On ihe question of Foreizn 
Trade, ibis is wh at is mentioned 
al page 9.of the book: 

"Imports of bauxite, 
including ores acquired by 
the U.S. Government, were 
10.6 million long tons on a 
dry weight bas�s, 15 percent 
above that of 1961. Imports 
from Jamaica, the prin_cipal 
source in recent years, was 
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tne highest quantity in his-
tory, up 22 percent over 1961 
rind amounted to 57 pe rcent of 
the total. Imp ort s from 
Surinam decreased 2 percent
and amounted to 27 percent of 
the total. The remaindei' 
came mostly from the Domini­
can Republic, British Guiana, 
and Haiti. 11 

Wbat is the remainder? Just 16%
from the three territories. 

We jo in with t h e  P.P.P. 
Government at times in matters of 
trade agreements, because we know 
that tariffs can be inimical and 
dishonest. This is what the book 
has to say on page 9 on the ques­
t ion of tariff: 

"The duties on crude 
bauxite, c�lcined bauxite, 

and alumina imported for mak­
ing aluminu m  were suspended 

in 1962 u n til July, 16, 

1964. II 

So tbat in plain and simple lan­
guage, if the U.S.A. were to im­
pose a tariff on British GuiaIJa 's 
bauxite, we would experience dif­
ficulty in finding marke�s for 
'it. -we may find that what we 
hope to achieve in the 1964 Bud­
get is but a dream. 

2.40 p.m. 

r' o r t h e b e n e f i t o f t he 
Government, which does not seem 
to understand anything about the 
bauxite industry, I may say that 
this book gives the world markets 
for B.G. ba uxite  - Canada: 
France, West Germany, Italy, 
Japan, the United Kingdom and the 

United States. That is our posi­
tion with respect to the �auxite 
market and yet this Government 
lays such great hopes of greater 
production and higher income from 
bauxite in 1964. 

S o  mu c h  f or bauxit e. 1 
shou ld like n ow to deal with 
"king" sugar, with which the 
P.P.P. at one time makes love and 
at ano ther tim e attempts to 
abuse. Wliat is the position with 
regard to sugar? The Budget 
Speech states that it depends upon 
higher prices, but when the Min­
ister of Finance says that he de­
pends upon higher prices for  
sugar I am n ot so  sure that the 
peopl e in t he su�ar industry 
recognize that. the C ommonwealth 
Suga r  Agre ement limits our ex­
ports, and consequently we cannot 
earn on e penny more except on 
higher prices, but for how long? 
We hear that Cuba hopes to regain 
her position in the sugar market, 
a possibility which should in­
flue n�e any go od Government to 
use its planning Unit to seek the 
necessary aid, at least technical. 
advicE, and use some imagination 
in trying to find other means of 
developing this wonderful cou.1try 
of ours ,  British Guiana. But 
after seven years in the Go vern-
11En+. the P. P. P. can find nothing 
e lse to develop  this coun try 
o ther than sugar, bauxite and 
rice. 

The world's best economists 
agree, and we of the Opposition ap­
preciate, that rice, like every ag­
ricultural product, must be high­
ly subsidized as are transport ser­
vices. I want to tell members of 
the P.P.P., who have indulged in 
the cheap propo�anda of suggest-
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ing tbat if the P.N.C. or the 
United Force shou ld �orne.into 

.power they would kill the rice 
industry, that no party in power 
would dare to neglect the rice 
industry, if only·- for the simple 
re_ason thaL it provide� a liveli­
hood for cl.bout 40,00(1 people. 
But when I talk about subsidizi ng 

agriculture I am aware of some 
11icked forms of subsidization by 
the P. P. P. for part:y reasons, and 
I gi v e n o t  ice th a L I s h  a 11 
ask a lot of Questions concerning 

the Garden of �den Scheme. I am 
not blamiil.[ the P. P. P. Government 
for subsidizing rice alone, but I 
know thaL several pers ons at 
Garden pf 0Eden have not ps.id one· 
cent since they obtained their 
allotments in 1961. If this is 
disputed I would refer the House 
to the Details of Est irnntes of 
Revenue, 1963, on page VI. of the 
Estimates. As far as .I can see, 
there were only two land settle­
ments from which the Government 
colle cted the amounts of rent 
expec ted i n  1963. Charity­
Amazon and Vergeno�gen. In the 
case of Black Bush, Government 
collected 28.3 percent, that is 
$112, 000 less than Ue amount of 
rent expected; at Cane Grove-La 
Boijn e Mer e  it w a s  $21,000, 
or 50.25 pe rcen t s hort, and_aL 
Garden of Eden only $3,000, or 
50 pe rcent of  the e stim aLed 
$6,000 was col lected. I kn ow 
that one person at Garden of �den 
has p a id n oth i ng s i nc e  his  
occupation, and he owns two thri­
ving stalls in the. Bourda Market. 

That. is the sort of political 
subsidies w hich the P.N.C. or 
any other good party would not 
�ncourage. There must be slibsi-

dization of agriculture; it is 
done a,11 ove r  the world. But 
this playing up of the part which 
rice plays in the country is mere 
politic al football for the next 
Gener al Election·, �nd is in­
tended to create in the .minds of 
rice farmers the idea that the 
P.P.P. is the only party interes­
ted in the rice industry aud, if 
kept in po�er, would continue to 
serve and help the rice formers. 
That is the ·subtle insinuation. 
2.50 p.m. 

Des pite the ostentatious in­
t ere s t i n r i c e w h at. h as t h e 
P.P.P. - dominated Ric.e Marketin,q 
Board done? In �ugust last, th� 
Board invited tenders for rice 
bags and the P.P.P.-do minated 
Rice Marketing Board, on which·. 
was sitting an officer from the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry, 
accepted a tender from Sandbach 
Parke r  and Co. Ltd, at 3/- per 
hundred bags higher than it could 
have bought them. : This is in­
teresti� bem. use there is talk 
about exploitation and bribery. 
The P.P.P.-dominated Rice Market­
ing Board, with its great in­
terest in rice and its charges 
against everybody else of exploi­
tatio n a nd br ibery, does not 
think there is exploitation and 

b.cibe.::-y in this particular trans­
action with Sandbach Parker and 
Co. Ltd., the sugar gods, when it 
buys rice bags for farmers at 
3/- per hundred bags higher than 
they could be obtained elsewhere. 
[Mr. Benli: 11Quality. 1"J 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Time! 

Mr. Correia (Mazaruni-Potaro): 
I beg to move that the hon. Mem-
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ber he allowed another 15 minutes 
to continue his contribution to 
the Budget debate. 

Mr. Blair seconded. 

Question put and agreed to 

Mr. Hugh: Anyone who tells 
me that there is a difference in 
qua.lity of those jute bag is ig­
norant of the jute bag businesE 
and the jute industry because thE 
source from which Sandbach Parker 
draws jute bags; in Calcutta, is 
the same source from which any 
other importer would have ob­
tained his. Therefore the only 
difference is the question of 
brokerage and payment to the mid� 
dle-man. The People's Progres­
sive Party deplores the exploita­
tion of rice farmers. .I do not 
know what excuse the Party will 
have t o h and out ab out  t h i s 
transaction. If this has hap­
pened with a single item like 
bags, what has happened with all 
the machinery which las been sold 
to farmers by the �ig merchant� 
i n  Water Street through the 
P.P.P. - dominated organization5 
connected with rice? I shudder 
to think of it. What could happen 
with some of the other i terns where 
the competition is not so keen as 
in t�e jute bag trade? 1Interrup-

tion.] Indeed I am personally in­
terested because I was the person 
who quoted 3/- per hundred bags 
less. It does not matter because 
I am a businessman and a politi­
cian, but the fact remains that 
the people at the Rice Marketing 
Board say that everybody else is 
stealjng from the Board and they 
are t h e o n l y ho nest "Jesus 
Christs". 

The inefficiency with which 
tbe Governing Part3 bas handled 
the affairs of this country dur­
ing the last seven years can 
hardly be mentioned too often, 
but the Party finds excuses and 
plays up  to the farmers. I quote 
from the third paragraph on page 
16: 

11 Farming, other than 
cane and rice (that is, cat­
tle, pig, poultry, ground 
provision, coff ee, citrus, 
etc.), employs large numbers 
of people at subsistence 
level all over the country, 
but this large sec tor earns 
only about 3.5 per cent of the 
natio nal income. 11 

They compiain about the cattle 
industry; they talk about their 
desire to help agriculture and 
yet in the Estima tes tbey have 
reduced the vote on inland fish­
eries and have.put the money so 
saved on maritime fishery :i.n or­
der to se.e that the fishing regu­
lations are carried out. The y 
have done this and at the same 
time are te lling the farmers, 
11You see you are only getting so 
much; you are unfortunate people; 
everybody is neglecting you. 11 

I say categorically that ·the 
Agriculture Department is either 
understaffed or most of its staff 
are unaware of what they are do­
ing, because this Government, 
like· previous Governments, ·be­
lieves that a veterinary surgeon 
is all-wise when it comes to ani­
mals. I have tol� the Minister, 
and he would agree· with me, that 
there are specialists in various 
fields. A biologist is not a 
"vet", neither is a dieiician, a 
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pathologist or a busbandryman, 
but because some people w ent 
abroad and _qualifjed as 11 vets 1

• 

they are given posts in the Agri­
culture Department as 11know ­
alls 11 . 

There is no programme for the 
cattle industry. The Government 
has none. I see there is. a pig 
industry in the prisons. [Inter­
ruption.= It is all well and good 
for this governing pai·ty, or for 
any g overning p�rty, to talk 
about experiments, but the argu­
ment is: Why waste your time ex­
perimenting to find something 
which others have found years ago 
and from which they are benefit­
ing? Why waste your time to find 
a species that can give you re­
turns in five to nine months' 
time when such a s�ecies has al­
ready been found elsewhere? It 
seems that the whole .accent in 
our pig industry lies on the pig 
industry in the prisons. Wh�t 
help is the Government giving to 
the pig industry compared with 
the help it is giving elsewhere? 
What does the Government know 
al;iout the pig industry? The 
Government will say that its 
Agricultural Officers are quali­
fied in husbandry.but the one who 
is qualified in husbandry is used 
elsewhere. 

As for the poultry indnstry, 
this is at subsistence level says 
the Minister. The Minister has 
confessed to me the only good 
customers of the Credit Corpora­
tion are those who produce the 
broilers and those who produce 
baby chicks. These persons pay 
back their loans faster than any­
one else, I intend to move a 

Motion on the poultry industry. 
A partnership in the poultry in­
dustry which started a few years 
ago .bas bPoken up and there was a 
sum of about $100,000 to be di­
vided. The racket that goes on 
in this industry is this: low 
grade chicks are being produced 
and sold and this Government does 
nothing about it; diseased birds 
are being sold and the Government 
does nothing. The Agriculture 
Department says everything is all 
right . During the· strike I asked 
the Min1ster for permission to 
get one of the members of his 
party to bring in some chicks 
from Barbados. His reply to me 
was.that he would consult his ad­
visers. The advisers said that 
chicks could not be brought from 
Barbados because of a law which 
prevents chicks from coming irt 
from the West. Indie.s a lthough 
they can come from Holland and 
U.S.A. and that the problem is 
that Barbados does not require 
vaccination of flocks, and there­
fore there is a danger to the 
cornrnuni ty if the chic ks are im­
ported here. 

3 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker, the poultry in­
dustry needs help. The Agricul­
ture Department in the poultry 
section is being run.by a Broiler 
Association, I do not know if it 
is even a registered Ass0ciation. 
This is a known fact. And yet 
the g ovel'ning  par ty comes out 
here and tries to g�t poultry 
men's votes! The  G overnment 
thinks of the poultry industry as 
i t  would think of people who 
have two or three fowls, people 
who cannot make a living out of 
poultry. 
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1MR. HUGH] -
Ground prov1s1on: The least 

said about that, the better. 
Coffee :  Now, sir, while the 
Government tries to play up to 
the coffee growers, does it know 
that there has been an agreement, 
a coffee agreementi of 19.61 which 
goes right up to 1965? How. do�:
the Government intend to fit 1v 

its coffee production if this is a 
partly international agreement? 
The Government is not a Member of 
this Coffee Council and it hopes 
to fit it in. This is the ig­
uorance and stupidity which we 
have to face in this country, and 
which we have to suffer with the 
P.P.P. Government. 

Mr. Speaker, one honestly 
feels sick when one hears this 
sort of thing and reads this sort 
of cheap propaganda. The party 
in Government pats itself while 
howlin,q that the Opposition, the 
i:e ()pl e-, an  d t h e c r i t i c s o f 
Gove rrunent expect it to take over 
every non-profitable enterprise 
and leave the profitable enter­
prises to private ventures. The 
F.lectricitv Corporation: is it a 
profitable· thing? The Telephone 
Exchange: is it a non-profitable 

--t1iing?lfr. Speaker, may I point· 
out that it was ou a Motion by 
the leader of the  Pe o p le's 
National Congress, in this House, 
callin� upon Government to b�y 
out the Demera ra Electric Com� 
pan), that any attemptJ, any move 
was made to purchase that Com­
pany. 

Sir, these lamentations and 
s�tl� overweening from  the 
µ,P.P. continue on page 17 of 

the Budget Speech. It says - and 
I 1uote the second paragraph: 

11Another reason for the 
poverty of the people is that 
impor t and export trading is 
largely the monopoly of 11ex­
pat riate 11 firms (so described 
because, in spjte of local 
corporation, they are ef­
fectively owned and con­
trolled by non-residents). 
Trade in agricultural machi­
nery and parts, tr ucks; fer­
tilizers, gasoline and other 
pet roleum products which bulk 
1 arge in· -our import.s, yield 
enormous prcfits. 

In ad dition to this, 
credit terms are not easy, 
r anging from two to three 
years and from 8 to 12 per 
cent interest per annum (and 
e�en higher by finance houses 
like Olds Discount Company)._ 
It is interes ting to not e 
here that the Soviets were 
p repared to sell tractors, 
b ulldozers and draglines at 
lower prices, with five years 
t o  pay, and at 2.5 per cent 
irrterest. 11 

M r. Sp eake r, we o f  t h e  
P. N. C . ag re e that in  Br it is h 
""Guiana we shoula have the right 
to enter into fair trading rela­
tions which will bring mutu al 
benefits. We of the P.N.C. feel 
that there must be libPralization 
of trade, and we will support the 
P.P.P. on this, but we say ther·e 
must be a bilateral trade benefit 
to be hacl.. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Time'. 

Mr. Bissernber (Campbellville): 
I bet to n;cv<!: -tha.t the hon. Mem-
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ber b e  allowed a fu.rther 15 
minutes to continue his speech. 

Mr. Blair seconded. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr. Hugh·: When the Minister 
says,. in his Speech here, that 
the expatriate firms ·are so des­
cribed because they are effec­
tively ?wned and controlled by 
�on-residents, my mind goes to 
GIMPEX. Who owns GIMPEX? I have 
known the so-called registered 
owner personally for.years

1 
and 

at no time in thP. history nf his 
life - and I know he h as not 
stolen - could he �ave raised 
enough money to run a corporation 
like GIMPEX. Who'owns GIMPEX? 
Is it owned by expatriate� else­
wbere and registered under the 
name of Kassim? If this Govern­
ment had listened to me since the 
first t i m e  I s p o k e  in  this, 
House - and I now see why it has 
not - it would have revised the 
Companies Ord inane e and trading · 
laws ever since and today Mr .. 
Kassiw would have been put before 
the court. If these laws were 
revised in line with the laws of 
other progressive countries, and 
also ca p i t a 1 i s t c o u n t r i e s , 
Mr. Kassim would be put before 
the court today to answe1 a lot 
of questions about his trading 
transactions. No wonder the 
PP.ople's Progressive Party will 
do nothing about it because it 
believed that, at the time I was; 
talking a bout revision of the 
Trade Ordinance 9. nd certain laws, 
I was attacking a certain indivi­
dual. 

The Speech bemoans the fact· 
that the Government could have 

brought tractors 13.nd bulldozers ....... 
from Russia. It decries the huge 
profi t made  in agricnltural 
machinery, ·fertilizers and so on. 
One wou ld gather, from th is 
Speech, that this Government 
could not have imported these 
things. This does seem contrary 
to what.Government has already 
done in respect to the commodi­
ties it has purchased ·from Cuba. 
I hav e no qu arrel  with t he 
Government for importing from 
Cuba. It cannot f ool anybody 
that it has imported from Cuba at 
better prices than elsewhere, but 
it is nonsensical to say - and 
this is intended to  blind ·the 
eyes_. of its supporters, P.P.P. 
supporters - "The Governme nt 
wonld h ave brou g h t cheap er 
machinery, but, you know, it 
could not do so. 11 • 

How could the Government 
bring in cement, flour,·. salt fish 
and sal�,. and it cannot bring in­
bulldozers? The fact is that the 
P.P.P. Government i s.itse lf 
sceptical of the Russian bull­
dozers, ·so it says: 11 Send us 
some samples." This is prudence, 
this is business sense. Why 
should the Government then say in 
the Budget Speech that it could 
not have imported these bull­
dozers because we are not inde­
pendent and we have constitutional 
restrictions upon us? This is to 
fool P.P.P. supporters, nobody 
else. This hoodwinking must 
stop. 

3.10p.m. 

In the Budget Speech mention 
is made of "fictitious pricing of 
imports and exports". · I agre� 
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[MR. HUGH] 
with the Government thaL that is 
not in the interest of the coun­
try; it does harm to the general 
public, a nd it benefits only  
1,hose who forge thy' figures. But 
are we to be sat i's fied that the 
inYoices produced and procured by 
GIMPEX are {rue and_ honest? What 
evidence has the Government to 
prove that people have been nut­
ting fictitious prices on tneir 
inv�ices iL relatiou to imports 
and exports? lf the Government 
has evidence, then it condones 
this offence because it has not 
brought a prosecution against any 
one. 

This Governmenv has no trade 
policy, because it has no agri­
cultural policy, no development 
programme, an.d it has spoilt its 
fore i g n r e  l a t  i o n s . I s a i d  
ear lier that, if time permits, I 
should like to cong.ratulate the 
Government for "cogging" from the 
People's National Congress' code. 
Before I do that, I should like 
to a sk the hon. Minister to ex­
plain why, despite the claims of 

, praises made in his Budget Speech 
and those made by the members of 
the· GDverning Party in and out of 
this House, the Budget Speech has 
been void of-any mention "of the 
manganese industry, timb�r and 
forest·industries, and gold and 
diamo nd industries? Are they 
non-existent? Don't they contri­
bute to the revenue of this coun­
trv? This is therefore an incom­
pl�t � Budget Statement, a:nd it 
should not be accepted. If it 
were not for the fact that I may 
be l ooked upon as being rude to 
Your H9nour, I would tear it up 
in b its because· it has insuffi­
cient details. [Laughter.:= 

New Zealand is making a lot of 
money exporting race horses; Cuba 
o!lce thrived on tourism, and even 
Latin Am erica, n o w  under the 
thum b of the capitalists, is 
thriving on tourism. The West 
Indian Islands are also thriving 
on tourism,. b ut w h at i s  our  
tou ri s t  pro g ramme f or this 
country? Is th i s  Government 
ashamed to advertise Br itish 
Guian� to people abroad? Is  it 
afraid to invite visitors to come 
here? -Very SO')Il the general pub­
lic will- not have an airport. 
Our e.irp"'rt is the worst in the 
world. [Interruption.= If any 
hon. Member of tbe Government can 
tell ille that he has seen more 
bush on any other airport in the 
world than he has seen on our 
airport, he can have my morith 1 s 
salary! The Government deals 
with Pan-Am and other Airways; it
wants to collect landing-fees, 
but it will not develop its air­
port. Is the Government afraid 
to make a change in its policy? 
In other parts of the world every 
passenger pays Rn airport-service 
fee to leave the country. Why 
not do the same in B.G? 

So far as the shed at Atkin­
son Fi e_l_d i s  concerned , the 
sheets overlap about half an inch, 
and �hen it rains people cannot 
be properl y accommodated under 
it. Ver y often passengers have 
to walk to and from the planes 
through rain. · Under these condi­
tions, can the Government en­
courage tourists to come here? 

In  conclu sion, le st the 
P.P.P . fanatics and the newl y 
found "political fighters II get 
away with the idea that th e 
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P.N.C. di d not promise the elec­
torate a Guyana Unive rsity, an 
Indu strial Developme nt Corpora­
tion, an d a Planning Unit, etc., 
with Yo ur Honour's permission, I 
wish to read certain extract s 
from the P. N. C ! s programme. I 
quote: 

11The People's National 
Congress' programme will be 
phased in two stageg:-

. first, light industry, 
w hic h w i l l  in clud e 
agricultural proces�­
ing; and 

Secondly, heavy indus­
t ry b a se d  u p o n  th e 
e xploitation of our 
admi t t e d l y g r e a t  
hydro-electric poten­
t ia 1. 

The People's Nationa, 
Congress will take t he fol­
lowing further steps to en­
sure immediately accelerated 
industrialisation in Guiana; 

Collect, collate, pub­
licise and act upon the find­
ings embodied in all surveys 
of the industrial possibili­
ties of Guiana. 

We did not sa y that 
everything . We sai d 
would: 

w e  knew 
that w� 

11 lnstitute such 3ddi­
tional surveys as are neces­
sary, using local and foreign 
experts chosen for their com­
petence, honesty, experience, 
and·sensitiv ity to th e na-

tional democratic, economic 
ambitions of Guiana. 11 

We were not setting up anything 
like the Rice Marketi ng; Board. 

"Set up an Economi c 
Planning Unit, staffed with 
economi sts, stati sticians, 
and oth er exper t s  who are 
necessary for the collection 
and analys is  of f acts and 
determination of action to be 
taken. 11 

Let the members of the P.P.P. say 
where they had this in their Mani­
festo. 

11 Set up a subsidiary 
uni t o f s o c i o 1 o g i s t s a n d 
anthrop o l o g i s t s  to work 
along with those responsible 
for agricultural-, industrial 
and other development, and 
advise on how to c�ange so­
c ial attitudes to such an in­
dustrialising climate, and 
how to deal with the social 
consequences of accelerated 
economi c dev elopment under 
the PEOPLE'S NATIONAL CON­
GRESS 

Not people like Jack Ali, etc. 

"Set up an Industrial 
Develop me nt C o r p_o r a t ion 
managed by men· of proved en -
terprise and experience, able 
to secure the rationalisation 
of existing industries, the 
develop ment of new indus -
tries, underta k e  research, 
training and teaching at all 
levels of our in du strial 
life. 
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[MR. HUGH] 
Set up tbe following: 

A Guian a Indust rial 
Bank for short-term and long­
term lending. 11 

Mr Deputy Speaker: Time! 

3. 20 p. m.

Mr. Bissemher:

the hon. Member be 
I move that 
a llowed a 

further 15 minutes to continue 
his speech. 

Mr. Blair seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Mr. Hug b·: I cont in u e to  
quote from the P.N.C. manifesto: 

11A Guiana Finance·Cor­
porat ion to finance the vari­
ous projects. 

A Guiana C entral Bank 
to co-ordinate banking policy 
and control local and foreign 
currencv. 

Make a survey of the 
man-pow er .re-sources of the 
country a nd se t up a Man­
power Unit. 

Take advanta ge of the 
faculties of Business Adminis­
t r a t i o n , E c o n o m i c s an_ d 
Technology at our University 
C..,llege to train an expanded 
�ndustrial cadre for t4e more 
effective management of our 
business at all levels and to 
staff the industr ies needing 
more skilled personnel. 

Allocate an area for an 
Industrial Estate, wh ere a 

.) 

variety of' ind ustr ies de­
p�ndent on one another's ser­
vices and products can con­
gregate and secure economies 

Set up a small Business 
Administration Unit, managed 
a nd operated by small busi­
nessmen under s tatutor y  
powers and with aid from the 
People's National Congress 
Government, able to deal with 
the special problem s ·of the 
innumerable very small busi­
re,s.ses throughout Guiana. 

Set up a Standards 
Bureau to examine and ensure 
the standards of our products 

, at all stages so as to pro­
tect the position of Guiana's 
products aL ·home and abroad. 

Encourage participation 
1n exhibitions abroad. 

DemanJ that an increa�­
ing percentage of management 
in all foreign firms a nd· un­
dertakings sha 11 be Guianese. 
If such are noL immediately 
avail able, the People's Na­
t ion a 1 Con·g r e s  s_Goverrrmen t 
will ensure that they become 
so in the shor test possible 
time. 11 

The P.F.P, laughed at our pro­
pos als, and asked where was 
the money to come from? 

In all I havP said one thing 
has clearly bee n established -
that the P.P.P .. must stop hood­
winking and fooling its sup­
porters, and must learn that when 
it is presenting a Budget Speech 
in which it talks about a Deve-
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lopment �rogramme, it must make a 
bold �ssessment of all Guiana's 
industries including bauxite, 
sugar, gold and diamonds, and let 
us know exactly what it intends 
to do wi th the agricultural 
potentialities of the country. 
Fortunate ly, this may be the 
last Budget Speech the present 
Minister of Finance will present 
to the House, because I caunot 
see any decent Government keeping 
a Minister of Finance who le�ks 
out Budget secrets to his com­
rades about the withdrawal of the 
2 per cent turn-over tax. 

Finally, I hope the P.P.P. 
will recognize that it has made 
enough mess of this country, and 
stop all the hullabaloo about 
"Hucks, Go Baell" for po_litical 
reas ODS' a.nd "Grey Must Go II' and 
11&ndys lied 11• It must take a 
more realistic view of the coun­
try's problems and seek help from 
those who can give 1t help from 
the Opposition Benches. 

Mr. Robertson (Leonora): The 
patter n whi ch has always been 
followed by members of the Oppo­
sition has not changed. It con­
tinues along the s8Jlle old line -
the same ranting and raving as 
usual, the same old long-playing 
record, the same venom and poison 
pour i ng fr om the i r lips. I 
thought they might have changed 
for this new year, but they have 
not done so. Why do they not try 
to contribute to the welfare of 
the community, instead of trying 
to break up its economy?. It 
could be done easily, just by 
telling their followers the 
truth. If they only did that 
they would �ssist in improving 

the liv1ng standard� in this 
country. They should not contin­
ue to  play on the sentiments of 
their followers. T hey shoul d 
tell them the truth and state 
facts instead of talking dirty 
politics to their people. It is 
not ·healthy for the country in 
any way. When there is a Budget 
with tears they rant and rave, 
and when there is a Budget with­
out tears they a lso r ant and 
rave. What can we expect? -Sucb 
irresponsible behaviour by mem­
bers of the Opposition leaves me 
with no ,alternative but to say 
that they have absolutely no in­
terest in this country and its 
people. 

3.30 p.m.

All their interest is in 
themselves and perhaps what is 
coming to them from their capi­
talist masters. The hon. Member 
for Upper Demerara River (Mr. 
Jordan), who is supposed to be 
Minister of Finance in the shadow 
Cabinet of the P. N. C., yesterday 
asked the question: Where will 
the additional $9 million come 
from this year? I can attribute 
that to nothing but "gallery 
play 11

• If it is not, then he is 
really ignorant of w hat he is 
talking about. 1 think it is 
time for the Opposition to stop 
usjng this rostrum as a propa­
ganda platfotm and to get dolt"\ to 
doing something in the interest 
oi' the country. [Interruption.= 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order in 
the Gallery! 

Mr. Robertson: Instead of 
picking on parts of the Budget 
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[MR, ROBERTSON] 
Speech in order to build propa­
!!anda why do the Members of the 
Oppo s.:i t ion not go into the same 
speech and explain to their fol­
lowers the truth of what is tak­
ing place. We find that the Min­
ister in his speech says -

Mr. Deputy Speaker: On what 
paf;e? 

Mr. Robertson: On page 16, 
para�ra�h 4. I quote: 

"Critics of the Govern­
m en t a re fond.of pointing 
only to losses, but not to 
h igh debt charges and the 
marginal nature of essentfal 
enterprises which the Govern­
ment and public corporations 
must run. I wish to empha­
size, h.owever,.that the s1.g­
nificance and success of pub-
1 ic corporations are not 
measured merely in terms of 
profits. Other tests may be 
applied from· the social view­

point: the  prov i sion of 
jobs' and essential services 
and goods at reasonable cost 
to the public. Every citizen 
has a personal stake in pub­
lic enterprise and\ an ulti­
;;;-ate�oice in its control. 11 

TMs is true and it is nere that 
the Opposition, I think, should 
get down to the task of explain­
ing something like this to the 
people. Let the people under­
stand exactly whaL is the posi­
�ion with regard to the efforts 
of the Govermoont. For instance, 
as I s t a t e d h e r e , w h e n t h e 
Government moves into the sphere 
of enterprises, even in co-opera-

tion with privaLe enterprise, 
what happens to the profits that 
accrue from these enterprises? 
The profits go ba ck to the peo­
ple. Le:t us suppose it is ·t'he 
Electricity Corpor!:l,.Lion. Since 
the Government took over th·at 
business it is expanding. Cur­
rent can be had as far as Bel­
field and up to Hope on the East 
Bank of the Demerara River. That 
means that the Corporation is 
expanding. At the moment a caule 
is being laid across the river to 
the West Coast. Eoon current 
will be going ri ght d own t o  
Uitvlugt on the West Coast, and, 
as the Corporation moves cm it 
will go further. As this busi­
ness expands it means that pro­
fits will be accr uing to the 
Corporation and these will not.be 
going into tlE pockets of whoever 
is in the Government, whether the 
People's Progressive Pady, the 
-P.N.C. or the U.F. The profits
will not go into the pockets of
the leaders; they will be for the
people, the broad masses of the
country. The Government will
then be able to reduce taxes; it
will be able to do things bene­
ficial to the people, perhaps
build better hospitals, better
roads ,  better h ome s, bet te r

. social services, scnools and so
forth. 

The Government has just ex­
panded its educational programme. 
This calls for money, but if  
GoverI111lent continues to get pri­
vate individuals alone to move 
into all businesses to which pro­
fits 3,c:crue, then where must the 
Government find money to carry 
out t he se other e nterprises? 
There are all these social ser-· 
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vices. Jor instance, tle Govern­
ment bas just increased old age 
pensions; it has just increased 
social assistance. There are the 
health services to be considered. 
Surely money is needed. 

The Opposition is saying that 
tt is t he be havio ur of the 
Government which is preventing 
capi tal from  coniing into the 
country. This is not true, be­
cause in this very speech the 
Minister states that there are 
people who behave like the Secre­
tary of State for the Colonies 
who told the world through the 
House of Commons that British 
Guiana was bankrupt - which is 
not true. He was challenged to 
state the truth; he has not done 
so yet. These things happen all 
t he time .  . Every now and then 
same scurrilous statement comes 
from the Washington Senate and 
goes across to the Co loni a l  
Office and from there .comes into 
British.Guiana. 

It is not what the Government 
says or does that is preventing 
capital from corning to this coun� 
try; it is the behaviour of those 
who are against the Government. 

I noticed yesterday that the 
only congratulations that came to 
the Government caJ11e from the hon. 
Member for Werk-en-Ru st (Mr. 
Carter) for the part played by 
the Government in peasant cane­
farming . Of course that Member 
would congratulate us because he 
is a cane-farmer, but I do not 
know how he forgot to congratu­
late us for our encouragement to 
cabbage grow ers, be�-ause h e  
plants cabbages too. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Would 
the hon. Member take his seat, 
please. [After an interval dur­

ing which three hon. Members en­

tered the Ho�se and resumed their 

seats= You may proceed. 

Mr. Robertson: I was saying 
that it is this party that has 
always been advocating peasant 
cane-farming in this conntry. 

3.40 p.m.

As far baek as 1950, I can 
remember that this party was ad­
vocating to the sugar producers 
that they should give the g reat­
est portion of their lands to the 
peasant cane farmers, 3.nd buy the 
cane from them. It said once 
that they sh0uld not pl·pt more 
than about 60% of the"lr hold­
ings - ,,,_a;bollt 60 acres rather -
and let �11 the balance be done 
by the peasant farmers. 

In ,Jamaica - of course, I am 
subject to correction - I think 
abou t 75% of the production of 
cane is done by peasant farmers. 
Why can't this be done ib. British 
Guiana too? There are huge hold­
ings by the sugar producers who, 
on the whole, have got too much 
unused land, at the moment, und�r 
their control. Why do they hold 
all these lands? They are hold­
in� them because they are just 
paying a peppercorn rent of 
a bou t 5 cents�per acre; that 
is not much. But if these lands 
are given out to the peasant 
farmers, it means t hat these 
lands would be beneficially occu­
pied. 

It is t he f ee ling of m� 
party, Mr. Spebker, that the 
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a2ricultural prqgramme of this 
Government is one for which it 
<:l:ould b� congratulated. Lands, 
sir. under sugar, are sometimes 
lea!'oed or sold, but whenever they 
�re leased, the lease is a short­
term lease, and whenever they are 
sold, the conditions a1·e onerous. 
You cannot mind cows, sheep, 
pigs, you cannot plant t re�� 
above a certain height,. between 
4 feet and 6 feet,-and-all sorts 
of conditions·.are impo.sed upon 
anyone purchasing these lands. 
Government wants to remedy these 
conditions and improve the living 
standards of the people. For in­
s t a n ce, you will find that 
w here th ere are these pri -
vate holdings, if people are on 
them, the conditions under which 
they live are terrible. 

I remember Tiger Island in 
the Essequibo River, a priV,ately 
owned island. I bad occasion to 
go on this islan d a few times, 
and the conditions under which 
the people live there are de­
} loraule. It is only  now that 
they have got drinking water, 
pure water supply, because the 
last Government saw to it that an 
artesian well was dug on the is-

-land .·--on that land, the water
was always stagnant and the peo­
ple had to drink it. I am cer­
tain that there is not a single
peasant farmer who lives under
the conditions on this island,
\fho earns more than $36 as his
income per annum. There are
large private tracts of land not
beneficially occupied; and they
,,·ill never be beneficially or.r.11-
pjed as long as thev are pri-
va� e ly owned�

·· 

I would like to suggest to 
Government that it works urgently 
on the land tax so that, wher 
this tax is implemented, thest 
landlords·, wh o have got these 
large holdin�s will beneficially 
occupy the lands because it means 
that they w ill want to avoid the 
tax. 

Sir, I think here and now I

should-c.congratulaLe the Govern­
ment for its agricultural pro­
gramme because it is this agri­
cultural programme that fed the 
people of this country during 
that eighty-day strike. When the 
unions and the imperialist run­
ning dogs thought that they would 
m;ve had the people with thei, 
bacl{s. to the· wall, by starvin g 
them, farmers came to the rescue. 
In spite of the looting, beat­
ings·, a nd vi olenc e that the  
farmers in the markets cam� up 
against, they stood up to it and 
were able to feed the people for 
tue duration. 

To be able to get rid of the 
lot of the private lands that are 
under bush, I know this Govern­
ment has appointed another Regis­
tration Offic·er. I think this 
is a very good thing because the 
work, I believe, was too much for 
the one officer to cope with. 
In having another Registration 
Officer, Government would be able 
to m ove in quickly. When the 
Gove r nm e n t mo ve s i n t o the s e 
lands ,  i t  mea,ns th at all the 
lands that you will find on the 
banks of the rivers in this coun­
try will be utilized beneficial­
ly. 
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If you go through the rivers 
in E s  se qui b o: the Demerara  
River, t he Berbi ce River, and 
even in the Corentyne, you will 
find bush o n  both sides. The 
averag;e individual may not know 
this, but every in ch of these 
lands is privately owned. The 
Government cannot use these lands 
because they are owned privately, 
and p eople cannot .g u on them 
without the permission of the 
owners. T he.re fore, when the Land 
Registration Officer carries out 
his duties, the people who have 
titl es to the la nd will have to 
prove their claims. If they can­
not do so, the land will revert 
to the country and become Govern7 

ment lands.· In that case the 
.lands can then be given to people 
to be beneficially occupied. 

Governmen t, in its land pro­
gramme, bas been encouraging peo­
ple t o  work on  the la nds. 1 
think that from 1958 there was a 
very good l�ni programme, and 
numerous co-operatives have taken 
up large areas of land all over 
the country. They have them on 
the Corentyne, the Berbice River, 
on the East Bank of Berb ice, the 
We st C o  as t o f B e r b i c e , t he  
Mahaico�y Creek, and so on. You 
have the Corentyne Youth Farmers, 
Progressive Y(?ung Farmers, the 
Locus Valley, Babylon, Friendly 
Farmers, Central Corentyne Youth 
Farmers, and several others too 
numerous to mention. The people 
in these co-operatives are culti­
vati ng the land and prod ucing 
things. 

On the West Coast Berbice you 
have the  Kabower Co-operativ e 
with about ten thousand acres of 
land. At Mahaicouy you have the 
Wash Clothes Co-operative. You 
have the Boerasirie Extension 
Co-op erative, and about five 
others. On the West Bank you 
have the  Cocoa Co-operative. 
These Co-opera tives have bee n 
working in different fields, and 
the Government is encouraging the 
diversificaLion of crops. Indi­
viduals as w�ll as co-operatives 
are working on these diversified 
crops. They are planting citrus, 
cocoa, ground provis ion, and 
rice. 

In order to show what has 
taken place in the rice industry, 
I will quote from a clip ping 
taken from ihe Sunday Graphic

dated Janua ry 6, 1963, which 
"-t.ates: 

"Rice ·is today making a 
substantial contribution to 
the economy of British 
Guiana. And with increasing 
production and the need for 
new markets, much research 
has been, and is being done 
by the Agricult ural Depart­
ment for the cultivation of 
rice. 

Research investigations 
on various aspects of the 
cultivation of rice, have 
contributed significantly to­
war ds tpe successful expan­
sion of the rice industry 
during the post-war period. 
In 1939, rice productio n 
stood at 39,000 tons and was 
�eaped from 66,000 acres. In 
1962 the comparabl e figures 
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are 130,000 tons and 266,000 
acres. 

Last year a very good 
spring crop was reaped an d 
the autumn crop which has 
just been reaped is excellent 
both in quality and quantity. 
Much is due to co-o peration 
and skill of the rice pro­
ducers themselves but the re­
search activities of the Minis­
try of Agriculture h as con­
tri buted significantly to­
wards this major achievement. 

Research investigation 
c arried out years ago on the 
control of unpleasant smell 
in parboiled rice (referred 
to locally as stink rice) has 
been a contributory factor in 
securing the Cuban market, 
which has now become so im­
portan t .... 

The breeding o f  new 
ric e varieties suita ble for 
mechanical harvesting has now 
reached the stage where they 
are being tested on farmers 
holdings and promising re­
sults in yield and quality of 
grain are being �btained. 

�-��-For an important indus­
try like rice th ere must be 
no lag in research investiga­
tions an d this research is 
steadily being pursued at the 
L aborat ory at the Cen tral 
Agricultural Station· at MoJ 
Repos. 11 

�r. Deputy Speaker: May I 
interrupt the hon. Member at this 
stage. Do you have very much 
more to contribute? 

Mr. Rob ertson . 
amount, sir. 

A fa ir 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: In that 
case, the sitting of the Assembly 
is suspended for half an h our. 

Sitting suspended accordingly 

at 4 p. m. 

4. 35 p.m. 

On resumption 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: I think 
the hon. Member needs a Motion in 
order to continue his speech. 

Mr, Hamid (Demerara .Central): 
I move that the hon. Member be 
allowed a further 15 minutes to 
continue his speech. 

Mr. Cheeks (Georgetown North) 
seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Mr. Robertson: In spite of 
the destructive propaganda about 
the Black Bush Folder we f ind 
that it is producing the highest 
quality of rice today in this 
country. It is producing a qual­
ity of rice which is far above_ 
that which is demanded-oy the 
West Indies, and we can now -go 
boldly into the European market 
today, as far as quality is con­
cerned, and all that we are wait­
ing for now is quantity. I would 
like those who always decry Black 
Bush to go there now and see.what 
is ta king plac e. Th er e ar e 
houses going up every day, and 
schools are already built. [An 
hon. Member; 11What about th e 
rattle snakes ?n.::= As to rattle 
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snakes, I remember that a man 
came to this country, who was sup­
posed to be a snake expert, and 
after visiting Black Bush he went 
up to Trinidad and told the Press 
that he had never seen so many 
rattle snakes in his life; that 
he even saw a child eatjng with a 
rattle snake nearby. I am cer­
tain that the infidel has never 
seen a rattle snake in his life. 
There are people who have been 
farmers at.Black Bush from its 
inception in 1960· and have never 
seen a ra t t 1 e s n a k e t he  re . 
Others, of course, have killed a 
few, but I am yet to know of any 
savannah area in which one would 
not see rattle snakes. They like 
.to be in open country. So whl:i.t 
is al l the f u ss ab out rattle 
snakes? In a short time we will 
see beautiful little t ownships 
established in the Black Bush 
Polder. The water supply is 
splendid. 

4.40 p. m.

We find proof of the quality 
of rice that is being produced in 
this country at present ih a re­
port by the Commonwealth Economic 
Commit tee. The report, which was 
published in the Guiana Graphic

of Wednesday, September 4, 1963, 
said: 

''Br i t is h Gui an a ' s r1 c e 
crop 1962-63 at 238.000 tons 
was 9,000 tons higher than in 
the previous year, according 
to pro visional figures pub­
lished in iondon by the Com�. 
monwealth Economic Committee. 
Overall the harvest has in­
cre�sed more than 10 per cent 
in 10 years. 

''Although the -yield of 
32.2 cwt. p er a cr e  for 
1962-63 showed a slight drop 
on last year• s average·, B.G .. 
of all the world's producers, 
sho ws the most dramatic yield 
increase since pre war days 
when an acre of B.G. paddy 
rice produced only 12.1 cwt. 

"The figures show that 
Venezuela is rapidly expand­
ing production and expects to 
h arvest 108,000 tons this 
season. 

'' B . G ' s expo r ts t o 
Jamaica, at 1,500 tons in the 
first quarter of this year, 
d eclined sharply c ompared 
w_ith the same period "last 
year because Jamaica stepped 
up imports from other sources. 
Trinidad, however, consider­
abl y  increased her imports 
from 7,100 tons t o  9,800 
tons." 

It  is be cause of the work · 
that has been done by the Agri­
cult ure Department, through the 
Ministry, that we are able to 
produce such quality of rice. 

As I said before, the pattern 
has not changed among the imper­
ialists' defenders in this coun­
try. The P.N.C. is supposed to 
be a workin g-cla ss party; it 
mouths socialism yet strongly de­
fends imperialism 1n every form. 
The United Force defends imperi­
alism. We can understand that, 
but, when it, comes to this work­
ing-class party defending imperi­
alism, it is s hocking. [Mr. 
Burnham: "Cheddi sa.i_d he wanted 
Sandys. ''] The people who are sup-
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poseu to be repr esenting the 
working class, instead uf doing 
things in the interest of the 
working people, keep on defending 
the imperialists: This pattern 
has b een going on for years and 
it is here today. I.would like 
to quote something - it is about 
13 years old - just to show the 
pattern. There are some Members 
in this House who know what I am 
speaking ab out. '!'his was in 
1950; - [Mr. Jordan·: llQuoted 
from? 11] This is from the Argosy 

of 9th June, 1950, 

It is  an article under the head­
ing 11Government to b e  asked to 
acquire Cam pbellv ille 11 • It 
reads: 

1 1The Legislative Coun­
cil is being asked to recom­
mend that Government acquire 
Campbellville under the Com­
pulsory Acquisition Ordinance 
and set up a representative 
land �aluat{6n committee to 
determine the purchase price 
of that area as well as other 
sites intended to be pur­
chased. 

11Ad option of t hese 
��mellsures are embodied in a 

motion tabled by the hon. 
Dr. Cheddi B. J agan at a meet­
ting of the Council on Friday 
last. 

11 The preamble to the 
motion states·: that the 
Corentyne Sugar Coy., Ltd., 
purchased over 2,000 acres of 
lands including Liliendaal, 
Cummings Lodge, Turkeyen, 
Sophia, Bel Air, Blygezicht, 

Kitty, We rk-en-R_ust a n d  
L a  Penitence i n  1937 f or 
$60,000; and proposes to sell 
to Government 252 acres for 
$480,000 or approximatel y 
one-eighth of the above-men­
tioned lands for eight times 
the original price; and that 
it is in the best interests 
of the residents that Govern­
ment should acquire Campbell­
villr; also that it appears 
that Governme·nt intends to 
purchase other areas. 11 

Now, this is where we have the 
imperialists' defenders coming 
up. On the 8th April, 1951, a 
journalist records a debate in 
this Chamber. He states: 

11When I attended the 
Council Chamber a week ago, I 
w as forced to queue in the 
standing-room-only corridor. 
It was � typical -P.P.P . . - in­
spired crowd w hich had come 
prepared to hear their leader 
blast the capitali�ts. Lis­
t ening to· Cheddi Jagan was 
like listening to the voice 
of Moscow. He abused Bookers 
and damned the Council. His

i nvective wa� dictated b y  
party spirit and a n  intem­
perate warmth ·of feeling. It­
disIV,ayed ebullition of zeal 
and the ill-natuie of one 
whom spl eep had converted 
�nto a rabid oppositionist. 
Usually calm Attorney General 
Holder's voice rang through 
the ornate c hamber in demand 
of a withdrawal of the re­
flection on members of the 
Council. The chided Jagan, 
whose irregularity of conduct 
had given .pise to reproof and 
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whose improprieties of be­
h aviour had earned this re­
buke, withdrew his remarks 
and sulkily continued. 

ttttis prime bubble, 
w hich goes up well at the 
street co rners, went down 
ba dly in the Chamber as 
Financial Secretary Mc David 
caught him neatly in what one 
m ember termed 'the �li ps'. 
Jagan's major point was that 
Campbe llville was sold in 
1939 for $60,000 and Govern­

m ent was now buying abo ut 
o ne-tenth of t he area for
$480,000 a profit, he 
claims, of 96 times the pur­

chase price. 

"Questioned McDavid: 
'Could the Honourable Member 
tell me the names of the pu r­
chaser and vendor?' 'Cer­
tainly', replied unsuspecting 
J a gan. 'It was s o ld by 
L a Penitence and Be l Air 
Ltd., to the Corentyne Sugar 
C o., Lt.cl.,' Co unte red 
McDavin: 'The Honourabl e 
Member is well informed as to 
t hese companies; could he 
tell me whether t here is any 
relationship between the two 
c ompanies he  has named. 
Before t he portent of th e 
answer could register itself 
in J�gan's mind, he �ad an­
swered. ''They are associated 
comp anies,' he said. That 
was it. Would the sale price 
between companies so related 
reflect the true market va lu­
a.tion? 

11 \Vhen Jagan sat down, 
he  was po lo ngpr his usual 

carping self ... Ue seemed to 
occupy less ro o m  in his 
chair, and as members piled 
on the pressure he receded
further and further.

11 Asked John Carter·: 
'Would Dr. Jagan prefer the 
p rivate company which was 
negotiating for the purchase 
o f  Campbellville tp buy it
and maybe profiteer out of
their investment?' 11 

4.5fJ p.m. 

This very hon. Member cam­
paigned, a ll over this country 
with the League of Coloured· Peo­
ple, against this very fight to 
get this land cheaper for all the 
'people of this country. I am 
reading this, sir, because I want 
to expose all those who defend 
impe rialism while the y c laim to 
be representatives of the people: 

11 ln the speech of the 
iay John Fernande� gave exam­
ples to she:,.,., the appreciation 
of land in the environs and 
worked o ut percentages ()fl

Jagan's figures to show that 
this was a No. 1 blessing for 
the peop le of Campbe llv ille 
and that Oovernment .had ob­
tained a bargain in its gen­
u ine effo rt to· so lve the 
housing problem. 11 

Sir, i t  is the old pattern. 
Whenever there is o ne who is 
fighting honestly in the interest 
o f  the working- class people ,
there are those supposed repre­
sentative s who are fighting
against the people's interP.st.
[Mr. Bissember: 11 What is the
point? 11=
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In conclusion, I would like 

to give a clear understanding of 
what the people will have to do 
to be a b le  ever honestly to 
represent themselves - not only 
in this country, but .in every 
territory that is under colonial 
rule, because there ·are always 
those who.are selfish, who are 
not interested in the people of 
the country, �ho are interested 
in th em selves, and who work 
aga1nst the interest of the peo­
ple. I would say, sir, that it 
is not until the working-class 
people realize what is happening 
to them, understand who are their 
enemies, come toge t her as a 
�olid en tity, and are able to 
say: "Look, we are suggesting 
what should be produced", will we 
have a real country. When the 
people are able to·make that sug­
gestion to control production and 
have their real needs produce9 -
not production for capitalist 
profits, but production for the 
needs•of the working-class peo­
ples - it is only then, sir, will 
we have a real country. [Ap­
plause.] 

Mr. Cheeks: Your Honour, I 
woul<l- like f..irsi to pay. t-ribute 
to the hon. Member for Leonora 
(Mr. Robertson) for having giveu 
us here one of the most stirring 
speeches I have ever heard. 

Sir, I would like to make a 
brief analysis of this Budget 
Speech. From page 1 to page 20 
there is the usual jargon: ex­
ploitation of the Latin American 
countries by the United States, 
ancl of British Guiana by the 
United Kingdom. Then there is a 

�oug reference to  the Sanctys 
solution, condemning it, and 
there is also reference to the 
riots and the strikes. The Min­
ister also includes - as he al­
ways does - a reference to some 
learned professor of the past or 
present so as to sound learned. 

With reference.to the riots 
and strikes, he is blaming every­
body, as usual. He is blaming 
the imperialists, he is blaming 
the -politicar Opposition, and he 
would not lay the blame where it 
really belongs. Members of the 
Government woul d not lay the 
blame for the racial tension on 
the actions taker. by themselves: 
for instance, the efforts made by 
themselves to break the strike. 
StrikP.-oreaking, in every country 
in the world, -always· causes vio­
lence. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if the 
Government had done earlier what 
it did on or about 8th July, the 
antag-0nism which developed be­
tween the two major races would 
�ever have gone so far, and the 
Government must know that every­
body knows where the bla.me really 
lies. It was in the Government's 

' _power to stop ,this thing by just 
raising a finger. It was in the 
power of the Premier to do it.but 
he did not. Now the Government 
continues to cast blame every­
where except where it belongs. 
5 p.m. 

What I think the hon. Premier 
should do now is  to go on the 
radio, in the streets of George­
town, in the lanes in the coun­
try, and apologize to the people 
for having brought this evil and 



831 Approprlati.bn Bill 9TH JANUARY, lq64 Budget Debate a32 

suffering upon them. That would 
be the first step towards bring­
ing the tw o gr ou ps together. 
From page 21 to page 24 the hon. 
Minister of Finance gives us some 
statistics. He refers to ii-"he 
revenue anticipated and to ex­
penditure. An exam ination of 
these figures will disclose that 
they a r e no  t h i n g m o r e - t ha n 
"guesstimates", and not particu­
larly well calculated ·either. 
Anyway, this is our country , and, 
if what the hon. Minister anti­
cipates in this Budget with re­
spect to revenue can come true, 
it will be very good for all of 
us. Indeed, we look on and wish 
him success. 

On page 25 you can see the 
suspicion or conviction that this 
is going to be an Election year. 
.[Dr. Jacob: "Who said so?'J He 
is proposing increases in the 
various social projects, but all 
of this should have t�ken place 
long ago. In the Budget Speech 
two years ago, the Government pro­
mised to introduce a Nationa 1 
Pension Scheme, but there is not 
the slightest sign of it in the 
Budget today. In fact,.it has 
not been referred to. Increasing 
social assistance is merely a sop 
to the people� so that the mem­
b.ers of this GoverTIJ11ent can tell 
them about it later on this year 
when the.y have to ask t h�m for 
their votes. 

Turning to the development 
side of the Budget, from page 26 
to pa ge 3 0 i s  just. one long 
apology_ for failure on the part 
of the Government. I need not g0 
into details about this. On page 
31 some morP. sops -ba ve been 

offered to the people again. l­
ean give you this assurance, sir, 
the Government will not be able 
to fool the people. So far.as 
the question_of hous ing is con­
cerned, the Government is offer­
ing some kind oficoncession with 
respect to loans made r"or build­
ing houses. It has offered to 
remov e t he  2 % t u  r n o  v er  tax . 
These are just sops :because· the 
Election ma_y be ,around the cor­
ner. The Government believes 
that, after the, experience the 
people have -had during the past 
two years with the PPP as an in­
cubus on their backs, these sops 
will fool them. I think the 
Government is wasting time. 

Much has been said about in­
vestment, the failure to attract 
investors, and where the blame 
lies for such failure. At page 9 
of the Budget Speech,· the hon. 
Minister of Finance refers to a 
British firm of contractors that 
failed fo raise- money to finance 
additional development work after 
Mr. Sandy's decision was m�de 
known. He wants to give us the 
impression that thP. failure of 
the British Guiana Government to 
at tract capital to this com1try 
is caused by what Mr. Sandys has 
said about this country. Does 
the hon. Minister of Finance for­
get that at the end of 1961, be­
fore the disturbances, he himself 
tried to get a loan for the 
Government when he tried to raise 
money by way of Tiebenture Bonds? 
He tried to.raise $2.t million, 
but he.collected a few hundred 
thousand dollars only. Even some 
of th e we  a lt hi e s t  of his own 
party s upporters w ere s ending 

•
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their money to EIU1;land, America, 
and Switzerland. In 1961 there 
was no tlu'eat - there had been no 
disturbanGes as yet. 

Let t�e me m b er s  o f  t h e  
Government turn back their minds. 
They were most embal'rassed when 
their supporters let them down -
a party commanding 42% of the 
votes, and having the wealthy 
merchauts in Water Street and the 
sugar-gods supporting them. Yet 
the Government could only collect 
about $100,000 when it needed $2!

million! It should see, there­
fore, th at the people in t he 
world know, and we know, what is 
the real reason why it has not 
been able to attract capital to 
this country. 

Me1.a.L (.;ompany is making false 
claims, and so on. These Com­
panies employ thousands of peo­
ple, and th ey are sister Com­
panies. Demba, for instance, is 
about to invest a few more mil­
lion dollars on the bridging of 
the Demerar·a River and the mining 
of bauxite at Christ iauburg. The 
hon. Premier wants to aLtract 
capital to tbis country, and yet 
he is abusing the very people who 
are to bring it in. 

J.10 p.m.

Now we must bear iu mind that 
tl1is Government regards all pro­
fits as robbery. If th at is the 
stand it is taking with respect 
to c apital, how d0es it expect 
capital to come here? Abuse of. 
the· source of capif,al continues 

With a lot of fanfare it has in spite of the need for it. The 
established the Industrial De- Minister of Finance in his Budget 
vel<lprneut Corporatio n, and we Speech spoke about the high rates 
sincerely hope that it will sue- of interest o n  the traditional 
ceed. If the Corporation is sue- loan markets. That may be true, 
cessful it will lessen unemploy- but wh.:y did he not aiso speak 
ment in this country, make for a about the grants this Government 
prosperous people, and we will has received and the extent to 

·all b en e f it, b u t  it :t_s our which those grants offset the
studied belief tha.t. this Govern- high rates of interest on  the 
ment cannot make good. On the loans? Year after year th is 
one hand it speaks about tbe need Government has admitted receiving for-investment; about init�ating - those free grants. On page 26 of
policies to attract_ finance;. and the Budget Speech there is this 
about a c c u m u l ating c api.ta l admission: 
tlu'ough savings and so on. 

There was a big he adline in 
the Press when the Industrial 
Developme nt Corporation was 
launched. But the hon. Premier 
says one thing in this House, and 
when he  goes to Blairmont he 
tells the people that sugar has 
exploited them; that the Reynolds 

11Deve lopment receiptE 
are expected to total $14.5 
million in 1964 - $4.0 mil­
l ion from C.D. W. grants; 
$5.4 million from Exchequer 
Lo an; $4 million from the 
NationaJ Development Savings 
Levy; $1 million fro� a local 
mar�et loan; and $0.1 million 
from other sources. 11 
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Whal st.rings are attached to 
those loans? A re the strings 
attached to those loans compel­
ling this Government to complete 
the Tapakuma Project, to develop 
the Black Bush Polder; to carry 
out irrigation schemes in the 
Mahaicony-Abary or the Boerasirie, 
or to bu·ild the Parika-Bartica, 
road? Are those the strings tied 
to th e grarit s and loans? If 
those strings, as this Government 
calls_ them� were not there, per­
haps Government would have pre­
ferre d to d o  whal Ur. Fid el 
Castr o  is d9ing: to fil l .the 
buildings with rockets,_sb that 
the people could not open their 
mouth s. If t h ose wer e t he 
strings attached, Government 
should let the people -in those 
3mpoldered areas knnw that it was 
o.ot its desire tha.t those settle­
nents should be established, but 
the demand of the lender. It is 
a blessing to the Ministers of 
the Government and the Govern­
ment, that the people·do_not un­
derstand, but the scales will 
drop from their eyes, and they 
will understand. 

What I do know is thal the 
loans the Government is gettiug 
elsewhere certainly have strings 
attached - loan$ like the $1.7

million which came from Cuba, or 
possibly from Russia, and from 
Switzerland through Gracechurch 
Street. The Government is not 
leaving any marks on its t.rails, 
but wha t  we  d·o kn ow is that 
money is coming f r om th ese 
�ources. What are the strings 
ittached there,L This Govern­
ment must promulgate and prac­
tice, as far as, possible with_:· 
in the colonial context, Marxist 

Principles. That is one of the 
strings which are attached. The 
P .P.P. has to send our youths for 
military t raining to Cuba and 
other countries. Those are the 
strin gs attached. It has to 
accept guns which come through 
the Rice Marketing Board,. and 
it is glad to do so because of 
its acceptance of revolutionary 
Marxism. [Interruption.J When 
certain hon. Members are steepe{J 
in doctr inaire, ol d-fashioned 

-. ideas, it is impossible for them 
· to understand ordinary English.
We must pity them. I wonder if
the hon. Minister who is trying
to heckle, knows that his idol ,
Castro, on the 30t'h of November
passed an Order reversing his
policy with respect to land na­
tionalization, and the reason he
gave was that it was for the pur­
pose of boosting farm production.
He was bound to relax his policy
because the Cuban people �re
starving.

Those who have been indoc­
trinated c1,re going ab out telling 
of the glories of Cuba, but those 
are facts which are known every­
where. Look at what is hapj;H,ning 
in East Germany. There were 1! 
million people from West Germany 
who went over to East Germany at 
Christmas time because they were 
free to go, but nobody from the 
eastern sector is allowed to go 
over to the western sector. They 
a.re warned that if they attempt 
to go over they would be shot. I 
cannot imagine men with human 
minds condoning that ·sor t o f  
nturder. It does not concern us 
really, but the fact that they 
admire c1,nd have social contacts 
with those people is amazing. 
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The ArneriCGil Constitution does 
not permit discrimination on the 
ground of race; it declares that 
all men are equal under God, and 
the leaders of that Government 
(as the late President Kennedy 
did) know what the Constitution 
demands. They admit that some 
people in America are subverting 
the Constitution. But in Russia, 
where Negroe·s are called 11black 
monkeys" in the streets, they are 
sayin g that there is nothing 
wrong. They do not admit that 
there is something wr.ong, there­
fore there is no possibility of 
improvement. If one admits that 
there is a failing roe tries to 
remedy it, but in Russia they do 
not admit that there is anything 
wrong. Everyt hing is  r.iglit; 
there is no race and.no class. 
Khrushchev said tha t there was 
only one class in Russia , the 
working class. . Let ·the P. P. P. 
ask some of those boys whom it 
has sent to Russia and it will 
hear the tale of their experience 
as second-class·citizens. Ask 
them what is the state of affajrs 
in Russia. 

s.20 p.m. 

I am not speaking abont the 
other restrict ions on personal -
liberty, but just on that one 
point: the question of race and 
class. I want to be quite clear. 
I run saying nothing whatever in 
defen ce of the system in the 
southern States of America. In 
fact wh en I read or  hear o f  
second-class citizenship imposed 
upon the Negroes there my blood 
boils. But when I hear persons 
who are responsible for conduct­
ing a f fa irs in this country 

speaking with the most fulsome 
praise -of the Russian system, -
when I hear this, my blood boils 
much more hotly. 

On page 4 of his speech, in 
the second paragraph, the hon. 
Minister refers-to the country's 
need for political freedom, a 
cessation of external interfer­
ence and subversion. I am in 
hearty agreement with that; let 
them stop interfering; let them 
mind their own 1..usiness; Jet them 
keep their guns to themselves;· 
let them SuOp training our youths 
in guerilla warfare and sending 
for ·others to train; let them 
stop subverting Guiana, and then 
there will be peace. When in the 
history of this-country have w� 
known people travelling along the 
streets by night or day and being 
shot at? This bas happened only 
since this Government has sent 
our youths. boys and girls, t.o be 
train ed by k ille rs in Cuba , 
Moscow and other Eastern Coun­
tries which profess the same ide­
ology. We have had murders in 
the past; we have always had 
murders for various reasons, but 
it was not until this Goverrunent 
adopted this policy that we have 
had this kind of behaviour here. 

The Minister · says --.also that 
the coun�ry should. respect the 
Government's policy of non-align­
ment. What is non-alignment? Is 
non-alignment praise for every­
thing Russian and everything 
Cuban? Is it non-ali�nment to 
abuse everything that has been 
established here? This is not· to 
say that everything was good, but 
everything was not bad, either. 
If yo u want t c call yourself 
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neutral and you want to say you 
are non-aligned, you cannot find 
it possible to praise everything 
that is done in Communist coun­
tries: and condemn e:verything that 
is done in the West. You cannot 
throw dust in the eyes of the 
people in this way. You cannot 
say you are neutral and·you want 
the presence here of the United 
Nations and then continue to 
praise everything in the Eastern 
Countries. You cannot say that 
they alone are go.od and every­
thing ·else is bad. The Minister 
speaks of external interference 
and of his desire to keep out the 
cold warriors, yet the Government 
aligns itself with one side. 

I have noticed another atti­
tude that is pervading this· 
speech. In the third paragraph 
on page 4, the Minister speaks of 
"Incessant racist propaganda". 
On page 5 he speaks of the "dis­
serninat ion of vicious political 
and racist .Propaganda. On page 6 
he speaks of a "psychological 
block to the vicious racist pro­
paganda 11 . There seems to be some 
complex built up in the mind of 
this Minister. It is a Hitler 
technique - you accuse your enemy 
of what you are doing, and the 
more often you repeat it the more 
likely it is to be believed; the 
greater falsehood you utter and 
the more improbable you make it 
sound the more certain it is to 
be accepted by the poor, unthink­
ing mob. The mob is not unthink­
ing now; the mob knows. 

On page 7 of the Command Pa­
per No. 2203, Mr. Sandys, Her 
Majesty's ·secretary of State for 
the Commonwealth, said: 

11 1 doubt whethet either 
the Indian or the African 
party could, under its pre­
sent leadership, hope to in� 

crease appreciably its fol­
lowing among the other racial 
groups." 

[Mr. Wilson': "That is where yo� 
come in. You are taking away 
P. N. C. ·support now."] It is the 
opinion of Mr. Duncan Sandys. I 
believe it is true and the Colo­
nial Office believes it is true. 
Who are the. supporters of Dr. 
Jagan? They  _fal l in to four 
categories: (1) Indian racial­
ists; the thinking ones are turn­
ing away; (2) Communists and pro­
Communists; (3) those persons who
have received patronage from the 
party; in common parlance, those 
who h ave been ha uging tbei'!" 
mouths where the soup is falling, 
the people who have been bou�ht 
by special f�vours; and (4) those 
whose knowledge of British Guiana 
consists.solely of P.P.P. propa-. 
ganda. The Governmeat mem bers 
canno t name one other type of 
person who supports them. The 
largest bulk of supporters is 
composed of the Indian racial­
ists. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Time! 

Mr d'Aguiar: I_ beg to move 
that the hon. Member be �llowed. 
another i5 miputes to continue 
his speech. 

Mr. Rober�son seconded. 

Question put and a�reed to. 

5.30 p. m.

Mr. Cheeks: Now, sir, it is 
commendable that the hon. Minis-
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ter of Finance, in his Speech, 
condemned this racist propaganda. 
But to what extent do his words, 
in this Speech, tally with what 
the Government is doing, its 
a.ct ion.5 . This appears on page 4:

"This d ivision, maintained b y  
incessant racist pr opaganda, 
is responsible for the reform 
p otential in Guiana being so 
1 ow." 

Towards the end: 

"However, I am confident that 
working-class realization of 
the cause s of  cont i nuing 
povert y and th e colonial 
status that goes with it will 
now have a catalytic effect 
in restoring racial harmony. 

This will engender co-opera­
tion and spur economic and 
social changes . 11 

We are in agreement there, this 
racist propaganda is something 
bad, and it should be laid aside 
by one and all. On page b here, 
the Minister also says: 

" Le t us a 11 , t h e n , in t h i s 
_ _mu_lt_iracial community, re­

solve to l ive and work to­
gether in peace and harmony 
for the realization of the 
better society of real free­
dom and abundance for all. 11 

What nice, what pleasant 
words these are. But, sir, those 
are the things which the Govern­
ment wants to believe it repre­
sents; but what does it really 
represent? If you can find it 
possible to get inside one of its 

) 

party meetings, then yo u will 
know what takes place there! For 
instance·, at a recent meeting of 
the party, at which the hon. Min­

ister of Finance was present, one 
Minister said - they were dis­
cussing P.R. and what to do with 
respect to defeating P.R. - "Let 
us start violence. Let us attack 
so-so-so." An other Ministe r 
said: "If we at tack them in the 
count ry,  they will aLtack our 
people in Georgeto wn. 1 1 [Mr. 
W i l s on : 11 Yo u c an m ak e  u p 
stories."= It sounds familiar to 
you. And then the hon. Minister 
of Natural Resources said: "Let 
us start a revolution then 1 1 , and 
then another Minfrter said: 11All 
right, start your revolution and 
we will all follow you. 11 Then 
the whoLe plan for starting vio­
lence! and revolution just dies 
down with ramblings and murmur­
ings. 

B u t t h e· m em b e r s o f t h e 
Progressive Youth Organisation 
are t)i.e ones w-ho are affected, 
they are the ones who are being 
fired w ith this revolutionary 
zeal for violence. Where have 
you had a revolution successful
in the absence of youth? The 
older folk, the more experienced
men, the Ministers in the Govern­
ment, know that this thing cannot 
be done now, ands� they will 
·have to keep the young hot bloods
in check. But this is not all
that is sai d at their par ty
meetings. When the Minister
said: "If we attack them in the 
country, they will attack us in 
town 11, or: 11 If \ve at tack them
here, they will at tack us there U,
lE went further. He said: 11 Let
us attack those with the white
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skins. We will get the P.N.C. to 
.i oin us." That is the whole sin­
ister plan. 

These words are familiar to 
everyone of those Ministers who 
are present in this House, be­
cause they have heard them before 
at Freedom House. [Mr. Wilson:
11 Sam Chase. ''= I am not unaccus­
tomed to receiving these kinds of 
sneers and so on from people of 
that type. Yes, sir, this·is 
what happened; but_ their plan has 
leaked out. In fact, we have got 
details of it., and I can tell 
them again that their plan will 
fail as they are failing in piac­
tically everything they are un­
dertaking . 

Tle, hon. Minister of Finance, 
i� this Speech here, speaks about 
racial unity, and yet the hon. 
Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Home Affairs· went to 
the Corentyne, and told this to 
the farmers: "P.R. is -a _sword 
point ed at the rice farm'ers." 
Well, that is wicked enough, but 
he went on and said: 11P. R. is a 
dagger q,imed at East Indians. 11 

Now, if it were not his inteiltion 
to ;_nspire racial antagonism in 
the minds of those people, being 
himself against P.R., what he 
would have said is that _P.R. is a 
dagge r a imed at the workers, 
aimed at the people. He would 
not have picked out East Indians, 
but the fact that the Parliamen­
tary ·Secretary to the Ministry of 
Home Affairs picked out East 
Indians to show that P.R. is di­
rected agaiPst them, means that 
the Gove-rnmen" is saying one 
thing to its supporters, in­
spiring them to keep race alive 

in their hearts, and then coming 

to Georgetown and talking about 
peace, love and brotherhood. The 

"membe rs of the Government want 
the people in Georgetown to be 
peace ful, t he y w a n t  them t o  
love each other and t o  live in 
brotherhood, but when they go 
among their own kind, those who 
support them, they continue to 
lie. Because of this evil thing -
racialism - from which they draw 
their support, they have another 
tale to tell in the country. 

. It is because of this dual 
personality of the P.P.P., be­
cause of the equivoc�l attitude 
which it is bound to adopt, that 
this country has passed through 
the era of suffering_ and until 
the members of the Goveroinent 
change,.until they give Jtp this 
dual personality, until they rea­
lize that an elected Government 
must be a Government of all the 
people and a Government for all 
the people, it will not be possi­
ble for them to command the loy­
alty of the people �f British 
Guiana. 

I hav e  sa id,  s ir, a few 
things about proportional repre­
sentation, because much of this 
Budget Speech is about it. 

5.40 p.m. 

On pr.ge 2 of the Budget Speech 
the hon. Minister of Finance re­
fers to "a crooked electoral sys­
tem for sordid political ends." 
He is sayiDB'. that, in all those 
countries where Proportion�! 
Representation is practised in 
keeping with the will of the peo­
ple, you will find "a crooked 
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elect oral system for s ordid 
political ends. 11 The absurdity 
of hi s criticism must  now be 
apparent to him. 

On page 6 he says: 

"The present British 
Colonial Secretary's plan to 
keep the working class per­
manently divided, taken with 

·�is defamation of the country
(which has already damaged
our credit), provides posi­
tive proof of an intention to
perpetuate economic insecuri·
t y  for the ov erwhelming ma­
jor.ity of Guianese. 11 

On page 12 he says:

"As I point ed ou t 
earlier, those who are op­
posed to change prevented the 
reforms from realizing their 
f ull potential. The House 
w i 11 , I am sure , share my 
hope that no further subver­
sion takes pla ce. It is a 
sad commentary on our society 
that there are a few who have 
lost faith in the ballot and 
in periodic elections, . . 11 

--I :propose here, just ·for-the 
record, to enumer ate the five 
main arguments which I feel make 
it necessary for proportion al 
representation to be the form of 
the electoral system used in this 
country in the future. The first 
reason is that we have had the 
system of first-past-the-post all 
the time and it has failed. It 
is a system which was used all 
along; it was handed down to us; 
we did not choose it, and it has 

brought a lot of suffering in its 
train. First-past-the-post has 
failed in Guiana, and it is time 
for us to try s omething else. 
The fact that it has caused all 
of this confusion a nd all this 
social and racial strife should 
mi;.ke everybody join in rejecting 
it. - [Mr. Benn: 11What about the 
Portuguese riot ? 1� 

Secondly, proportional repre­
sentation will make racial co­
opera tio'l obligatory, for the 
reaso n that none of the rac e 
group s will be ab le to win a 
decided majority. Therefore no 
race will be able to lord it 
over the other, or to dominate 
another race, and the minorit:y 
races will feel safe. That is a 
very stroniz argwnent in favour of 
the institution of proportional 
representation as an electoral 
system in this country. We·must 
remember that politics in this 
country is a racial affair. It 
means that if one political party 
cannot win the election, then one 
race cannot lord it over the 
other. [Hoo. Members (Govern­
ment): 11That is why you want 
P.R. 11 J Ho n . Me m b e r s o f t he 
Government know that is tr ue. 
rhey say that they are willing to 
co-operate with the other side. 
Since that is the case, why are 
they making so much fuss because 
circumstances are being created 
which will make co-operation with 
the other side obligatory? The 
fact tha t they are objecting 
seems to indicate that they hold 
a false position and they do not 
mean that the Opposition should 
merely co-operate. 

T he third reason is that 
there can be no charge of gerry-
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mandering. Un page 2 of the Bud­
get Speech the hon. Minister of 
Finance says: 

"Previous electoral de­
vices, such as the gerryman­
d ering of cons tituency 
boundaries in 1957 and 1961 

against my Party, have failed 
to remove it from office." 

But if a ia,rty is able to obtain 
20 out of the 35 seats - 60% of 
the seats on 42% of the votes, is 
not that gerrymand• ing in favour 
of th at par ty? How can the 
Government complain about this? 
That was.gerrymandering in -favour
of the P.P.P. The members of the 
P.P.r. were prepared to complain 
from the beginning, so that in 
case they had lost the election 
they could blame it on gerryman­
deri11g of the boundaries. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Time� 

Mr. d'Aguiar: I beg to move 
that the hon. Member be given a 
further 15 minutes to continue 
his speech. 

Mr. Wharton (Abary) seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Mr. Cheeks: The fourth rea-
son is the most cogent one in our 
context: why proportional repre­
sentation should be adopted. I 
believe it must have played an 
important part in the minds of 
the men who nad to assist Mr. 
Sandy s in t his m a t t er. I n  
British Guiana, taking the con­
stituencies as at present demar­
cated, there are at least three 
which may be described as margi­
nal. By that I mean that the 
number of potential P.P.P. sup-

porters and the number of those 
who would support the Opposition 
are about equal. It would be 
very easy for a section of the 
population to be transported from

a district where a party has an 
overwhelming number of supporters 
to a marginal district for the 
purpose of registration and vot­
ing. And these marginal seats 
can decide the e lections. The 
party which has the ability to 
trans port such people and give 
them houses in the district must 
have an edge over another party. 
This was illustrated in Houston 
where, after the first registra­
tion had taken place, a certain 
party seemed to have a majority 
when the names of supporters were

counted by the hon. Parliamentary 
Secret.ary to the Minister of Home
Affairs. All the Government had 
to do was to reject that regis­
tration on tre grounds of irregu­
larity and order a new one. 

Sir, tbis time all �he party 
had to db was to transport people 
from an area of  s ur plus from 
which they could be afforded, 
put them in the marginal district 
and have their names registered 
on the Voters' List. It is a 
simple procedure. Since the dif­
ference in the support between 
the Government and the Opposition 
is not very great, it means that 
the shifting of a few votes will 
nRke all the difference between 
winning and losing. That is why 
the marginal constitu�ncies are 
so im�ortant in the first-past­
the-post electoral system. 
5. 50 p. m.

It is easy for the Government; 
it ha s all the money and the 
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power. It can use the Government 
machinery to get itself elected 
in a marginal constituency. If 
tha� were the only reason, the 
first -past-the-post electoral 
system should be ·regarded as a 
wicked thing, and; should not be 
brought backho this country. 

The fifth reason is that un­
der the system of first-past-the­
post which we had in 1961, the 
P.P.P. was .able to win a seat on 
4,500 votes. The P.N.C. required 
8,000votes for one �eat, and the 
United Force 9,000 votes for one 
seat. Thai is a very simple mat­
ter of mathematics. What degree 
of fairness can there be in such 
a system? It needs no further 
comment. For tJJese reasons I 
would say that first-past-the-

. post has failed as an electoral 
system. There can be no charge 
of gerrymandering untler propor� 
tional representation. Marginal 
constituencies cannot be manipu­
lated in order to make any one 
side win a particular seat. 

Lastly, proportional repre­
sentation gives to eacb vote 
equal value. What more can be 
reqPited in a democracy? Why 

. can we not accept a system which 
is so obviously fair to one and 
all? Why in the name of democ­
racy are the members of Govern­
ment saying that the presen t 
el�ctoral system is good just 
because it bas given them vic­
tory? We will create through 
P.R. the per f ect  embodiment 
of true Democracy. It is only 
by that means that Brit isb 
Guiana will accede to In.depen­
dence in a peaceful and orderly 
wa:y. 

On page 7 of the  Budget 
Speech we find this: 

"Th e Government of 
British Guiana· has alread y 
denounced the Colonial Secre­
tary's decisions and rejected 
them as a breach of faith to 
the Government and people of 
the country. 11 

Rej ec_ted them! How long will 
this Government have the power to 
reject? I wonder if the hon. 
Premier knows of this Order -
Section 22 of the Constitutional 
Instruments; 1961: 

"22. Her Majesty hereby 
reserves to Herself power. 
with the ad\!'ice of Her Privy 
Council, to revoke, add to, 
suspend or amLnd this Order 
a nd to make laws for the 

I peace, order and good govern-
ment of British Guiana. 11 

This is embodied in the Constitu­
tion. Her Majesty's Government 
can make lav1s for British Guiana 
under Article 22. It does not 
have to suspend the Constitution 
to make an Order. Therefore, if 
H.M. Government does not imple­
ment the decision made by H.M.
Principal Secretary of ·state for
the Colonies it would be failing 

in its d1.ty and setting itself up
as a mockery for all the world.
We shall see what we shall see.
We shall see i f  the Brit ish
Government is going to allow a
puny fellow to talk about reject­
ing its decisions, a man who can­
not command the support of one­
half of the electors of his coun­
try, and who parades up and down
the world like one enjoying the
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lo;yal.L)'-Of llO or 100 per cent of 
the people of thi� country. 

i have spent much of my time 
• discussing; certain aspects of the

Budge t wliieh we-re raise d  by 
speakers on both sides of the 

• House. I p rop ose now to deal
with the subject which is nearest
to my heart, t he subject of edu-
cation.

�ho. Deputy Speaker: Yau-have 
two minutes, and if you intend to 
go much further i n  your contribu­
tion, I would suggest that we ad­
jour n now. The Assembly is ad­
journed until 2 p.m. tomorrow. 

A DJOU RNMEN-T 

Adjourned accordingly at 
6 p.m . 




