PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

OFFICIAL REPORT

CVOLUME 37

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE THIRD. SESSION OF
THE FIRST LEGISLATURE CONSTITUTED UNDER THE BRITISH
GUTIANA (CONSTITUTION) ORDER IN COUNCIL-, 1961.

24th  Sitting Monday, 27th January, 1964.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

The Assembly met at 2 p.m.
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(Member for Leonora)

(M ember for Essequibo Islands)
(Member for Pomeroon)

(Member for Berbice — East)
(Member for Demerara — Central)
(Member for Suddie)

(Member for Corentyne — West)
(Member for Corentyne River)

Yom bers Constituting the Minority

Q.C.

E.
V. Viapree — Clerk of the Legislature (Ag.)
A

Absent:

(Member for Ruimweldt)

(Member for Werk-en-Rust)

(Memher for Campbellville)
(Member for Berbice River)
(Member for Georgeéown — South)
(Member for Kitty)

(Member for Upper Demerara River)
(Member for La Penitence — Lodge)
(Member for Abary)

(Member for Georgetown — Central)
(Member for North West)

(Member for Georgetown — North)
(Member for Rupununi).

Narain — Assistant Clerk of the Legislature (Ag.)

His~Hodour the” Speaker, Mr. R B: Gajraj— excused.

the Hon. C. B. Jagan (Premier and Minister of Development and

Planning) on leave

E. F. Correia (Member for Mazaruni — Potaro)
B. S8 Rai (Member for Demerara Coast — East).



1480 Announcements by
the Speaker

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER
LEAVE TO MEMBERS

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Hon.
Members, His Honour the Speaker
has asked to be excused from to-
day's sitting.

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND
REPORTS, ETC.

The following Papers were
laid:

(a) British Guiana Reporg
on the Financial Posi-
tion by K.C. Jacobs,
Esq., C.B.E.
(bl Statement by the
Goveroment of British
Guiana on the Jacobs
Report and on the In-
solvency Allegation by
the Secretary of State
for the Colonies -
Sessional Paper No.
171964, [The Minister

of Finance.T]

INTRODUCTION OF BILL

DAYSON
( AMENDMENT)

CENTENARY FUND
BILL

The Minister of Labour,
Bealtk and Housing (Mr. Chasdi-
singh): Mr. Speaker, I introduce
the Davson Centenary Fund (Amend-
ment) Bill, 1964,

Bill read the First time.
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Bill
PUBLIC BUSINESS
APPROPRIATION BILL
BUDGET DEBATE

Mr. Depnty Speaker: Hon.
Members, ‘the Assembly will resume
consideration of the Bill imti-
tuled: "An Ordinance to appro-
priate the supplies granmted in
the current Session of the Legis-
lature™, in Committee.

2.20 p.m.

‘Assembly in Committee of
Supply.

The Chairman: When we ad-
journed on Friday last, we were -
dealing with Head 42 - Ministry
of Fducation and Sociel Develop-
ment .

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

'AND

‘Cxants to Voluntary Yoath
Organisations

Mr. Jordan (Upper Demerars
River): 1 note that the grants
to the following Organisations:
Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A., Methodist
Church, Clubland, Children's
Dorcas Club, Catholic Youth Or-
ganisation and the Boys' Brigads
and Girl Guides have been struck
out, and that the grants to
Voluntary Youth Organisations
are $10,450. The Organisations
other than the Voluntary Youth
Organisations formerly received
$8,950, but the new sum proposed
for all Organisations under Sub-
head 38 is §10,450. I should be
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very much obliged if the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary would let
us know whether all of the Organ-
isations that {ormerly received
these grants would wmiomsi:-ally
receive them. or whether it is
proposed to increase the graunts
to them, or whether it is pro-
posed to imtroduce new Organisa-
tions.

The Parliamentary Secretary
to the Ministry of Education and
Social Development (Mr. Mann):
On Friday whén the House last
met, I had dealt with the ques-
tion of the removal or seeming
removal of these Heads and the
‘grouping together of them under
Head 38 - Grants to Voluntary
Youth Organisations. This vote
is now being administered by the
National Youth Council, which has
the power inter 'alia to make dis-
bursements. The National Youth
Council has the power to make
such disbursements under Subhead
95 on the applicaticn of any or-
ranisation or institution, and I
takc i1 that, in the ordinary run
of things, grants will be given
to these philanthropic bodies
almost- automatically.
know that it is for me to say

categorically whether or not any

organisation on presenting an
application will get a grant or a
vate. I do not know. The reason
for the increase in the provision
is to give the National Youth
Council some financial leeway.

Mr. Jordan: The hon. Par-
liamentary Secretary's answer is
incomplete. What I wanl to know
is this: Are these bodies going

TANUARY ,

I do not
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to get the money that was former-
v given to them, or is this a
subtle way of depriving them of
the money? 1 take it that the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary is
here to speak with some authori-
tyl  Some time ago we were very
anxions to have, in this House,
someone who could answer for this
particular Ministry. For the
hon.  Parliamentary Secretary to
the Ministry of Education and
Social Development to tell us
that "he takes it" means that it
may be, or may not be so.

Mr. Mapn: 1 do nmot wunder-
stand these people.. When the
funds were allocated directly by
the Ministry, i1t was said that
they were given to certain insti-
tutions for political purposes.
Now that the funds are given to
the National Youth Council, the
hon.- Member wants me to assert
whether a certain body will he
given a grant! I do not sit on
the National Youth Council, and I
cannot answer his question he-
cause the Naticnal Youth Council
is in charge of other people.

Mr.- Cheeks (Georgetown
North): The National Youth Coun-
cil is either the creature of the
Government, or of the P, P.P,

_What we are entitled to know is

whether the Govérnment is giving
instructions to the National
Youth Council.” The Council can-
not do other than what it is in-
structed to do.. We are entitled
to know what instructions have
been given to the National Youth
Council 1in respect of the dis-
tribution of this monmey. Can
organisations like the P.Y.C.
benefit from this fund?

Mr.’
Islands):

Bhagwan (Essequibo
I am particularly in-
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terested in certain items placed

here in relation to youth work.

I am asking the hom.: Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Ministry of
Bducation and Social Development
0 tell me what is the relation
“etween Subhead 7 — Promotion of
‘‘outh Work - $7,200; Subhead 8 -
Training Expenses - $1,000, and
Subhead 38 - Grants to Voluntary
Youth Organisations - $10,450. I
am asking these questions not
merely because I am a member of
the National Youth Council --
[(Interruption. ] If hon. Members
will be quiet, they will be able
to follow whgt I am saying.” The
members of the National Youth
Council are drawn from every sin-
gle organisation in this country.:
We have found that it is impossi-
ble for us to plan and to do any
work on & national scale because
of the limitation of funds.. We
have often thought of setting up
a Cultural Centre in the centre
in the City-

Some time ago somebody car-
ried out a very comprehensive
survey in relation to the needs
of young people throughout the
country, and pointed out that
this was one particular field im
which the young people were lack-
ing.: I want to suggest that the
Government should consider in-
creasing this amouut of $10,450,

so that the National Youth Coun--

cil could really get down to some
concrete work.: This amount does
not allow the National Youth
Council to do anything on a very
wide scale.. It is therefore not
logical that the moneys that were
previously allocated to different
Youth Organisations, many of whon
were of a very localised nature
and did not command wide support,
should continue to be so allo-
cated.” Indeed some of them were
sectional organisations.

27TH JANUARY,
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2.30 p.gu.

Indeed it is much better that
this money should be allocated to
and dispensed by a national or-
ganisation which is representa-
tive of all orgamisations, and I
can assure hon. Membhers of the
Opposition that none of the mem-—
bers has ever thought of dispens-
ing ‘funds allocated to the
National Youth Counhcil for any
sectional interest, and may I in-
form the hon.  Member that the
P.Y.0. has been able to raise
money on its own — ['An hen.
Member: ."We know thet".” - and
has absnlutely no cause to ask the
National Youth Coumcil for any
assistance. This amount is too
small to do any concrete work on
behalf of the young people, as
the hon, the Attorney~General the
Chairman of the Council, can
point out.

The Minister of Works and
Hydraulics (Mr.: Ram Karran): I
merely rise to ask the hon. Mem-
ber for Georgetown North why he
has pulled in the P.Y.0. Obvi-
ously he has not read the papers
dealing with the functioms of the
National Youth Coumecil.. VWhy
didn't he drag in the Guy Fawk-
eses, ‘the real arsonists in ‘the
country?

Mr. Jordea: The Parliamen=
tary Secretary has definitely
evaded the question.: We want to
know whether organisations like
the Y.M.C.A., the Y.W.C.A., the
Boy Scouts, Clubland and the
Boys' Brigade have not automati-
cally qualified. I had an open
mind in the matter, but from the
way in which the Parliamentary
Secretary has evaded the point I
am led to suspect that there is
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-omething sinisier about it. Now
r1at he has mentjoned that the
itlorney-General is the Chairman
of the Council., perhaps he can
tell the House whether {those or-
ganisations will automaiically
receive these funds.

Mr.- Manon: The subtleiies of
the English language seem to have
irked my friend.. He wantis me to
%ive a categorical assertion, tut

took care to exercise some
delicacy in framing my reply.. T
say that this vote is being ad-
ministered by the Nalional Youth
Council and therefore it is not
possible for anybody in the Min-
istry to say whether a given or-
ganisation will get a grent.: All
1 can say is that it seems to me
that in the ordinary runm of
thingsiit would be extremely odd
if organisations such as the
Y.M.C.A., the Girl Guides' Asso-
ciation, the Boy Scouts' Associa-
tion, the Red Cross, etc. were lo
be disgualified on any ground
whatever.. Therefore it is likely
and probably true that those or-
ganisations will continue to get
grants, but a categorical assur-
ance 1 cannot give, because I
have not the power.” This does
not lie within the prerogative of
anyone in the Ministry.

Mr. Jordan: Ian another place
I would call this high rascality.
but here I will not.: The previ-
ons vote was $8,950 while tlhe
allocation for this year 1is
$10,4R0, an increase of $1,700.
It can either mean that more
funds are going to he allocated
to the same organisations, or
more organisations are going to
be allocated funds.

The Chairmen: I think the
Yarliamentary Secretary has indi-

27TH JA&LUARY,
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sated that the vole has heen in-
creased Lecavuse other organisa-
tions have made application for
grants.

Mr. Jordan: VWhat are the
orpanisations the Parliamentary

Secretary has in mind?

Mr. Mann: The Ministry let
it be known that the amount was
to be increased, therefore other
organisations could apply for
My information is that
since they do not apply to the
Ministry of Education any longer
they apply to the National Youth
Council for grants.: I do not
lkknow, nor does anybody else in
the Ministry know, the names of
the organisations which wish to
apply.” The Chairman is here, and
if he wishes to explain I have no
objection.:

Mre- Jordan: That could hard-
1y be satisfactory.: The Ministry
should have a list of the organi-
sations they have in mind to get
grants.: Having increased the
vote they must have some new or-
ganisations in mind, unless they
are madmen.

Mr. Mann: If that is the way
the han.: Member would run a Min-
istry-then God help us_. _All that
was necessary was for the Chair-
man of the Council to indicate
that there were applications, and
on the basis of last year's
allocation we provided some more
funds. Within the resources
available to the Ministry we made
an additional allocation.

Yirs Bhagwan: Are the amounts
provided in subheads 7 and 8 -
Promotion of Youth Wark, $7,200;
Training Expenses, $1,000 - re=
lated to subhead 38 ~ Grants to
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VoJuntary Youth Organisations,
$10,450 - in terms of control?
Are all three votes {to he -con-
trolled by the National Youth
Council?

The Chaiecman: Have you read
the legend with respect io sub-
head 77

Mr. Bhagwan:
about control, sir.

I am asking

Mre- Mann: The funds under
subhead 7 are directly controlled
by the Ministry, and as the note
on page 77 explains, it is to
provide for maintenance of camp
site and for iraining courses and
equipment.

Mr.- Cheeks: The Minister of
Works and Hydraulics (Mr. Ram
Karran) wanted to know why I men-
tioned the P.Y.0. My reason is
that everybody knows that the
P.Y.0. is a most lawless and
vicious organisation, and it is
protected by the governing party.

Mr. Bhagwan: To a point of
order! I thimnk what the hon.
Member has heen saying is totally
irrelevant to what transpired.

2.40 p.m.,
Museum and Zeological 'Gardens

Mr. Hugh (Georgetown South):
I intend to ask a question under
'subhead 37 but before I do that I
want to say something on subliead
81 — [Interruption.”

The Chairman: Order, please!

Mr. Bugh: OSubhead 31, Museum
and Zoological Gardens: I notice
that we are spending 8,200 more

27TH JANUARY,
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this year. Actually, I have ne
quarrel with this because perhaps
I would be enlightened by the
Minister concerned. 1 hope that
this year the Government is
thinking of preparing or passing
legislation with respect to the
protection of our wild life. If
my memory serves me right, some
years ago a previous Legislature
had made an attempt and had put
forward a proposed draft about
the protection of wild life but I
think a bottle-neck came about
when some sportsmen in this coun-
try said that they must be allow-
ed to shoot @ll animals, all
birds, willy-nilly, whenever they
want. The position was contended
by the then honourable Mr. Roth -
I think he was honourable then.
He put forward the argument that
tigers should not be shot because
they are not dangerous.

What bothers me is that the
Gardens could never wholly pre~
serve our wild life. We have
our traditional labba that is
disappearing. We have ducks and
birds like the maroudi and the
powis that are disappearing. We
have our animals like the mai~
puri and the tapir that are dis-
appearing and we have a tremen-
dous amount of wild life that is
disappearing. Not only are our
animals and birds disappearing
but also our floras. Sometimes
it bleeds my heart when I see
expeditions go into the interior,
t ake away our floras and wild
life and destroy what they do
not want. I have had the dis—
gusting experience of importing
a particular orchid that is in-
digenous to British Guiana.

There are some people, in-
cluding s upporters of the
People's Progressive Party; who
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are getting extremely rich as a
result of the wild exportation
of our tropical fishes. What I
want is legislation that will
fall in line with reasonable
preservatlon of our wild life.
It is no use quarrelling over the
P.Y.0. and the "B.Y.0." I am not
really concerned because we can
match fire with fire, but we have
something of which we can be
p roud.

We are talking about the in-
dependence of British Guiana,
this dear land of ours, and we
should not get stupid remarks
from the other side. 1 am ser-
ious about this and I am sur-
prised that the Ministers do not
seem to understand whal I am say-
ing. They have archives. Wha’
are they keeping ino there?

1 am sugpesting that the Gov-
ermment should pay urgent atten-
tion to this matter because it
has been hanging too long, and
from what is happening on the
Government Benches, it seems as
if many Government Members do not
seem to understand how important
it"is to preserve wild life. In
many countries you cannot shoot
deer as you like at all seasoms.
[‘An hon. Member (Goverunment):
"Because they do not have.'”
[Laughter.” 1 soid before that
from the behaviour over there it
seems as if T am wasting my time
but I think that the wise ones,
those who know something about
pride in omne's country, under-
stand what it is to protect our
wild life and will see, during
this year, the necessity to in-
troduce the proper legislation,
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Conditienal Scholarships and
Training Courses

Now, sir, I said I was going
to ask a question under 'subhead
37. 1 gathered from the Parlia-
mentary Secretary's reply to the
Member for La Penitence-Lodge
(Mr. Merriman) that these Condi-
tional Scholarships and Training
Courses apply to foreign students
- I hope I heard him correctly -
in foreign countries.

Mr. Mapn: I want to reply to
all ‘three 'speakers at once. I
want to give Members the assur—
ance that, in so far as the Min-
istry of Fducation is concerned,
if the sdministration of the
funds provided for the National
Youth Council is done on a dis-
criminatory basis, if imstitu-
tions or organisations are, &s
the hon. Member for Georgetown
North (Mr. Cheeks) suggested, re-
quired to reject religion, char-
acter, or otherwise, in order to
gualify for grants from this fund,
then the Ministry woild sack the
entire National Youth Council and
see to it that the control ot
funds reverts to the Ministry of
Fducation. In other words, I am
giving public assurance that the
funds to be administered by the
National Youtb Council-will be
administered on a fair and eguit-—
able basis without azy reference
to discrimination of any kind.

The guestion of wild life
raised by the hon. Member for
Georgetown North (Mr. Hugh) is
quite an interesting and pleassant
topic which was dealt with at
great length. Unfortunately,
however, it has one drawback, it
is quite irrelevant, because what
we are considering is a greamt, it
1s pot a question #f wild life.
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The question of wild life sbould
be addressed to the Ministry of
Agriculture which has already
sought legislation to ensure the
preservation of certain types of
wild life as specified by the
Tirector of ‘Agriculture.

As regards subhead 97, the
amount here indicates that it is
for training courses overseas,
the results of which we feel
would be beneficial to the Public
Service and to the community -

Mr. Hugh: This is interest=
ing. Perhaps the Parliamentary
Secretary cannot answer the ques-
tion I will ask now. Is it a
fact that Cuban scholarships
granted by the People's Progress-
ive Party were, in some instances,
paid for by the Treasury?

Mr. Maon: No.

Mr. Hugh: 1 knew that the
Parliamentary Secretary would say
that this is not so and I want to
say categorically that the Minis~
try has approved of the-grant of
loans to these fellows going to
Fast Germany and Cuba. I know
this for a fact.

2.50 p.m.
Film

Censorship

Mr. Bhagwan: Subhead 21:
hat are the functions or powers
of the Board of Film Censors?

Mr. Mann: Ip reply to the
hon. Membar for Georgetown -
South (Mr. Hugh), tiwo students
were given loans to assist them
with their passages to East
Germany, but their scholarships

were free. Thece loance +n

27TH JANUARY,
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passages anl courses, and in
addition to their boarding and
lodging expenses. This-is
nothing new. As you may probably
know, many students overseas
apply and get loans to cover
their passages and the cost of
the courses they undertake. Two
students were given loans -for
passapges when they were going to
Germany, but these loans were
given at § per cent interest and
will have to be repaid in the
normal way.

With regard to the powers of
the Board of Film Censors, 1
would have thoaght that that was
self-evident. The power of the
Board is to review films and cut
out anythinz that is considered
to be harmful to the community -

Mr. Bhagwan: 1 am a cinema
fan, and it takes me quite a long
time to see a pood film in this
country. I do not know why we
are indulging in importing cer-
tain films from the 0.S.A. In
ihe first place mast of the films
we see in this country are of a
hichly sensational nature that
can lead young people to a great
deal of delinquency, and many of
them actually have no value what-
soever. What is most striking
about this also is that the Press
and other agencies that have an
opportunity to comment have never
seriously reviewed with a critical
eye the films that are being show
in this country. I want to ask
those who review these films to
endeavour to live up to a certain
ctandard. T wanld have thancht
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more analytic in rrder to see
that good films are shown in this
country.

Anotber point to be noted is
that through these filwz a great
deal of pelitics js injected into
the affairs of this countiv. 1
remember thal the hon. Member for
Rivmveldt (Mr. Burnham! spoke a
lotl about neutrality - whether
genuinely or sumeriicially ie not
the point at the mowert. If we
want to become a nentiralist State
and we wanl to pres:srve our inde-

pendence, then I think 1 wouls
be of great bea=tii 1o 1tmis cran-
try if all films coming from
other couvntries - he -~hev fror
the 1.5.A. s Bri*ain France ¢
the Secialist Floz - d3a n - have
in them anthnﬂ: o Aokl

political or would - iz
grate social api p.litical gyvs

tems of people o1 ¢ -r coun-
tries. IFi'r. whith i Lie:

with the political . =uir i1y o=

British Goianz shruid rpnecd
Lrom emterime the cun ™ Tn-
filws shosu here 7+

standard, highly senmsaii-

inclinzd to promote a,*i:

serve the pelitical 1
of this couniry.

Hon. Me o'vious,v have

all ssuse of obiectivi-
ty, and they seem to have n.
aesthetic views. Why should we
allow films I”OF the U.S.4. e
carry out ruthless atiacks
against Khrushchev who has done
us nothing? Why should we allow
filws frow the Soviet countries,

loust
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or thz Socialist Bloz, to involve
us in the political baivtle of the
socialist countries and the
capitalist countries? The hon.
dinister of Education should lay
down the lines on vhick the Beard
of Film Censors should operate
and such films, wherever they

comz from, should he hanned. Let
us have {ilms that hsve a posi-

tive valne to our ccmmunity so
thet we can advance ourselves.

I hope that the Boa: d of Film
Censors_will ~e zssisted by
people who shiould kooew ihings and

noi by these idiotic characters
vho kpovw nothing whatscever about
1vlm=. I remembzr verv recently
-hx  “here was a loud outburst
«hen the Bcard of Ti1im Censors
at.emnies 1o ban the [ Im called
The Hf’thufldﬁ Crndidate !
wWre o ler v fcarc « 7right is
immero izl tntr v rgument Js
~ha® we should sllow films
“ror puislie o 3, c-rf_re with
car AT icm h:
The Chairmap e 17 that
e anisury 1= & nate of

n-Zervice leacher Training
Progranme

\eim

Me, Bkartom: (Abarv!: Sab-

11 when this In=Service
her Treining Programme was
ituted, there was very much
nrusior in that it wasdifficult
» the Govermment tec provide
olors and a sufficient number of
Lexbbocks for candidatee at the
varicus centres. 1 would like
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
to say whether all of the aress

Q9 m i
l—-‘ o
NS

ey ) 4 kel
Q
-
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in the country are now provided

with facilities for such ‘train-
ing?

Mr. Masn: We have bought
books for all the areas through-
out the country, but we canaot
claim that we have achieved any-
thing like sufficiency.

Mr. Wharton: I am not sure
that I heard everything the hoa.
Parliama2niary Secrevary said. 1
cghould like to koow whather all
of the areas have beea supplied
with textbooks.

‘The Choirman: He said that
all of the areas havs been sup-

plied, bit thz supplies were 1na—
dequate. They have ordered mo:
bon%s, ani when they .rrive Ihey

will be disiributed to rhe areas
to bring th-w np "o a level of
snfficiencv.

3 pem,

Nire Bharioa: Thare should
have heen a centre for irajoinygs
or the West Coast of Berhice, bt
for some reason it has been
called off. Many teachers were
prepared, but as a resnit of th:
Governmznt 's dilatorv action they
have not been able o comz in, 1
wonld like to know what arrange-
m=nts hav- been made for that
area and all such areas-

Mro Mapn: That is hardly the
fault of the Ministry. The fact
js thal we could not find a suf-
ficient number of teachers to
provide an institution of that
kind in West Coast, Berbice. Now
that we have an all-age school we

27TH JANUARY,
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expect and firmly believe that
next year we will be able to
establish a centre in that area
and will be @ble to recruit staff
from the all-age school.

Mr. Wharcom: May T ask about
what time Governmz2nt hopes to
start iu ithe West Coast, Berbice
area? I can assure the Parlia-

cntary Secretary that the
'teacheré there are mosti anxious
to get started.

Mr. Mann: The cuurse starts

in September.

M. Cheeks: I woald like in
a1l humi'ity to ask whether the
in-service teacher training pro-
gramme inclules teachers who have
hegon their tsaching career wnd
have broken it off to go there,
or whether i* consists of teach~
ers who are doinmg thelr normal
work duzing the day, going for
training after school hours in
the afteruocan. or at some time
vther thiss Juring school hours.

Mr. Mawa: While I appreciate
the hom. Membsr's humility I must
say that I do not understand
exactly wha' he means by "break-
inzg off" 30 the service of
teachers. There are two courses,
one a pre-service coarse which
laste for two years, and then
there is an in-service ‘trainiug
course which lasts for one year,
and which teachers attend after
school in the dafternoon. Jlau
neither case is there = .break in
service, except, 1 suppose, in a
physical seuse.
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Mr. Cheeks: 1 do not wamt to
koow about the pre-service
course. In the in-service couarse
do the teachers. work during the
day and attend thz course after
school?

Mr. Mapn: Yes.

Mr. Wharton: It 1s my in-
tormation that some teachers wha
have to go after school to the
point where thay receive in-ser-
vice training, have to take a
baat or bus. I would like to
lknow whether Government is pre-
pared to provide travelling fa-
cilities for thoss teachers.

Mr. Maon: For next year's
course we hope to have new
arrangements whereby the teachers
coald be placed in schools close
to ~he in-service training cen-
tre. The hardship which has
occurred to many teachers is
appreciated and sympathized with
but, unfortunately, it is una-
voidable.

Mr. Wharton: It is my in-
formation that some of the teach-
ers who have to leave school b=-
fore closing time are being pen-
alized. I should like to kaow if
that is true, and what Govermment
is prepared to do about it.

Mr. Mann: There is no ques-
tion of any penalty attached so
far as 1 am aware. I do nat
quite understand the hon. Mem-
ber's question. Teachers are not
being penalized by us. If the
hon, Member meaus ‘that they are
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said that I grant that, but there
is no gnestion of penalizing any-
‘body.

Mr. Cheeks: In view of the
desirability of the integration
of the teacher training courses I
would like the Parliamentary
Secretary to tell the House what
advantage would be derived or is
expected to be derived from hav-
ing this im-service training
course ‘separate and apart from
the normal pre-service training
course.

Mr. Mann: The in-service
training course is recommended to
the Government by the U.N.E.S.CO.
expert who visited this country
at the invitation of this Govern-
ment. This in-service training
programme, as distinct and apart
from the pre-service training
programme, js geared to cater for
‘a large nomber of teachers. The
number of teachers who are being
trained in the in-service train-
ing programme is about 500,
whereas the number of teachers-
for the pre-service programme is
in the vicinity of 180. There-
fore one course embraces a-far-

wider number of teachers, and to
such an extent that we hane by

1Y70 every teacnher now teaching
will have had at least one year's
training, and by 1975 no teacher
will be untrained. So that the
in-service training course com-
-mends itself on this ground.

Mr. Cheeks: The Parliamen-
‘tary Secretary apparently pos~
‘sesses super-intelligence. I do
not see how the mumber of stu-

- 0= i
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greater than the number inm
another can interfere with -the
integratiou. Incidentally, I had
‘the honour of meeting the U.N,
expert and having talks with him,
and I believe he 3s one of the
ablest experts ever brought here.
I was speakinpg of the integration
of .the courses. It seems to me
that the Parliamentary Secretary
does not understand. The in-ser-
vice course is being run by the
Ministry of Fducation and has
different curricula and different
lecturers. 1 want to know what
benefit is expected from this
course being kept separate and
.apart from the pre-service
course. The U.N. expert did not
have this in mind when I spoke
with him. Do the jn-service
teachers and the pre-service
teachers receive the same certi-
ficates on the completion of
their training? I do not think
the Government intends to issue
different certificates to persons
who graduate from these courses.

Mr. Mann: I have already
outlined the benefits which the
in-service programme engenders.
-1 said then for the henefit of
the hon. Member, that it is hoped
that the in-service programme is
so fashioned that by 1970 every
teacher will have had at least
one year's training. The in-ser-
vice training i1s designed for
those who are teaching, and the
pre-service course is designed
for those who have never taught.

3.10 p.m.

The ip-service training pro-
gramme is designed for teachers
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who @re teaching, whereas the
pre-service training programme is
designed for teachers who have
never taught. These are-two dif-
ferent courses and even though
the recognition which is given to
the pre-service traiming pro-
gramme is extended to the in-
service training programme in
terms of the Final Certificate or
Diploma, the techniques are dif-
ferent. I do not know what
puzzles the hon. Member for
Georgetown North (Mr. Cheeks); .it
seems to me that the answer
suggests itself,

The Chairman: What the hon.
Member was ingquiring was whether
at the end of the in-service and
the pre-service training, the
same certificates would be is-
sued.

Mr. Manm: Yes, sir.

‘Grent To Salvation 'Army For
Social Work

Mr. Jordan: With your per-
mission, I should like for a ve
short time to revert to subhe;g
34. 1 should like to ask the
Parliamentary Secretary if Gov-
ernment has informed the organis-
ations that used to receive
grants, for example, the Y.M.C.A,
and the Y.W.C.A. that thev will
no longer receiveé them.

The Chairman: 1 think the
Parliamentary Secretary said that
these organisations were invited
to apply-

Ml‘n
sir.

Mann: That is right,
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Mr. Merriman (La Penitence-
Lodge): Mr. Chairman, on this
same point, yov said that the
Parliament ary Secretary said that
the organisations were invited to
apply. 'Am T to take it that the
Government informed them that the
contribntions which were given in
the past have come to an end and,
as a resnlt of that, they will
have to apply?

Mr. Mann: The funds are uo
longer being directed by the Min-
istry of Fducation, therefore,
those institutions which have in
the past received grants direct
from the Ministry will now have
to apply 1o the National Sports
Council. In other words, since
the money is not going to be
given directly by the Ministry of
Education, institutions like the
Y.M.C.A. were told that they
would have to apply to the Na-
tional Sports Council for grantis.

Mr. Merriman: Can ths Par-
liamentary Secretary tell us
whether the machinery for these
applications has already been
laid down?

The Chairman: You would like
o -kmew if forms are available?

You mean they
[Laughter,”

Mr. Merriman:
hiive to use forms?

Mr. Mann: The hon. Membe!
For La Penitence-Lodge (Mr.
Merriman) seems to be labouring
under some delusion. Neither the
organtsations nor the Ministry
was under any contract. The or-
ganisations apply to the Ministry
and they get grants from year to
yvear. The Ministry was not per-
mitted by law, or anything, to
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give grants to any given organis-
ation. It is the practice for
these organisations to receive
grents from year to year, :All
they hsve to do is to get appli-
cation forms and apply. Notice
has already been given since late
last year.

Mr. Merriman: It seems as if
the hon. Minister is getting hot.
Let it be clearly understood that
this Government owes an obliga-
tion to the community. Let it be
clearly understood that this Gow~
ernment must recognise that these
voluntary bodies have served for
hundreds of years. They are not
begzginyg the mzmbers of the Gov-
ernment for their personal prop-
erty. We want it to be clearly
understood what they are doing
with our money. The Government
has been committed in the past to
the maintenance of these public
and volunt ary organisations. Do
not come now and tell us that you
are not committed and that these
organisations have to go begging
at your feet for grants., Up to
the present date there is nothing
in currency, nobody koows on what
basis.these allocations would be
given, there is no form in cur
rency.

Mr. Mamn: These institutiomns
were in receipt of these funds
from year to year. Each year
they applied and each year they
received grants. The same pro-
cedure will be continued, that is
to say, from year to year they
will make application to the Nea-
tional Youth Council. The how.
Member need not substitute vehe~
mence for intelligence. That isa
poor substitute. Forms are al-
ready in currency, contrary to
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whatever information the hon.
Member may have. I am saying so

and I mast know. I have said
previously that if the National

Youth Council were guilty of
discrimination io the allocation
of these funds, we would disband
‘the Council and ‘the control of
the funds would revert to the
Ministry of Education.

Mr. Merriman: May I ask the
Parliementary Secretary from what
date these forms were placed in
currency?

Mr. Mapn: 1 am afraid that
even my advisers do not know
exactly but we think it was from
December last year. '

Mr. Merriman: Now let us get
it clear. The Parliamentary Sec-
retary -said that, previously,
they made their applications in
writing each year but now they
are told, ."Look here, you cannot
come dlrect to the Mlnlstry" or,
"The Government will not vote
this money directly, you have to
go through the National Youth
Council."

3.20 p.m.

There will be a -specific
form, but the nature of that form
is not known. Applications were
made as recently as the :28th
December, 1963, and Mr. Smith
said that there.was no form
available! It is a simple mat-
ter; if forms are available, let
us know what is om the form to
show the basis on which accep-
tance or rejection i1s arrived at.
It is known that if one mentions
aay Christian religious back-
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ground, or if a name savours of
the Christian religion, that
application will not be enter—
tained. 1f that is merely a ques-
tion: of rumour, pleases let us
have a copy of the form that is
Up to the 28th
December, 1963,n0 form was avail-
able. 1t these statements are
incorrect, you must submit
evidence to refute them. His
Officers from the Ministry ought
to be sble to tell him about this
matter.

These organisations hdve been
operating for several years, and
the administration was geared to
handle these matters. I should
like the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to state whether these
srganisations will -suffer a re-
duction in the, contributions made

I want to
have the assurance that all of
the organisations listed here
will be accepted automatically,
and that there will be no reduc-
tion in the contributions pre-
As a mat-
ter of fact, I feel that the con-
tributions should be increased,
if possible. I want to be able
to tell the people that this
Government has 'so organised
things that they can make an
.application and obtain loamns. I
want -to be in a position to ex-
plain things to these drgunisa-
-tiowms.

Mr. Mann: 1 have already

‘stated publicly that these funds

will be administered on a fair
‘basis. I am not going to enter
into any polemics with one whom 1
have treated as an hon. Member,
-even though he does not extend
‘he same courtesy ‘to me.
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Mr. Cheeks: The Government
1s suspect in these matters. It
is believed that the Members of
the Government are dedicated to
the establishment of atheistic
communism. It is for that reason
we feel that, since this National
Youth Council or Sports Council

is the creature of the Gov-
ernment, it must obey the wishes
of the Government. The hon.
Attorney-General (Dr. Ramsahoye)
is its Chairman, and the hon.
Member for Essequibo Islands
(Mr. Bhagwan) is a member. The
hon. Member for Essequibo Islands
is also the Chairman of a certain
organisation which has a bad
name. Since ‘the members of the
National Youth Council are sus-
pect, we want to get an assurance
from the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary; that these organiss-
tions will not be deprived of -the
contributions previously given to
them. They are using this provi-
sion as a lever to throw religion
out of an important section of
the life of this country's youth.
This must be exposed in this
House and-elsewhere. Why cannot
the Government commit itself, and
tell us how it intends to distri-
bute tliis money?

Mr. Bbagwan: The only expose
the hon. Member for Georgetown-

_ Narth (Mr. Cheeks) has brought

forth is a big mouse. Previously
these allocations were distri-
buted by the Ministry concerned.
The Government has, to its
credit, set up national bodies
including the National Council
for Culiure, the National Sports
Development Council, and the
National Youth Counmcil. The
National Youth Council is com-
posed of %1 members drawn from
representatives all over ‘lhe
country: Bartica, Essequibo
T ‘lends, Georgetown, ihe Amerin-
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dians, and so on. Members of the
Council are drawn from various
organisations including the B.G.
Youth Council which, as hon.
Members know, was never sympa-
thetic to the P.P.P. Members are
drawn from Political Parties:
tbe P.N.C. and the U.F. are
represented as well as those
people who are considered neutral.

Despite the mouthings of the
hon. Member for Georgetown-
North, he cannot say one thing
that can indict the National
Youth Council as being sectional.
No money has been given out by
the National Youth Council, but
if the hon. Member will lay
specific charges in this House we
will lend an ear. In his usual
idiocy he attacks the integrity
of hon. Members in this House,
but I know that the distribution
of thaese funds is far more
democratic today than before.
Previously only a few bodies
would get money from the Govern-
ment for the promotion of certain
types of work. There can be no
doubl that certain principles
will be established in this
National Youth Council. The hon.
Member for Georgetown - North has
been supported by the hon. Mem-
ber for Ruimveldt in his abso-
lute, total nonsense.

3.30 p.m.

Mr. Merriman: 1 had asked
the Parliamentary Secretary about
these conditional ‘scholarships.

The Chairman: A question was
asked and an answer given when
you were not present.

Mr. Merriman: I would be
grateful if the Parliamentary
ecretary would indicate wbat is
the mode of intimation to in-
terested hodies of the availabil-
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ity of these schalarships. I do

not know if that aspect was
dealt with.

The Chairman: 1t was dealt
with, but if you desire to be
reminded perhaps the Parliamen-
tary Secretary might repeat what
he said.

Mr. Maen: 1 said on Friday
that scholarships which relate to
training for duty in the Public
Service were intimated through
the usual channels of the Civil
Service. Courses vwhich are not
applicable to public servants are
made public through the normal
channels - the newspapers and the
Tadio - and members of the public
are invited to apply. hose
which are 'specific in character
‘to trade unionism are communi-
cated direct to inmstitutions and
organisations most likely to-be
interested in 'scholarships and
courses

Mr. Merriman: As far .as ] am
aware, in the case of the George-
town Town Council they have ‘to
write to the Ministry or some
Department intimating that they
would like some officer to get
training in personnel management
or finance, and usually have to
wait a long time to get a rTeply
What I ‘would like to know is

whether, when such scholarships |

are offered, say from East
Germany, the Ministry would con-
sider it advisahle to 'send
statutory bodies like the Town
Council full particmlars of what-
ever scholarships are available.
I do not know if the Parliamen-
tary Secretary is able to say
from what coumtries scholarships
are offered.

Mr. Maon: These scholarships
are offered by many of the Com-
monwealth counmtries, and indeed
we have had offers of scholar-
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ships from two countries that are
not in the Commonwealth - the
United :Arab Republic and Israel.
They are advertised in the Press.
{(Mr. Bursbad: ."Which Press? Yhy
in the Mirror and not in the New
Nation?'™ 1 say, in the daily
newspapers.

Mr. Merrimam: Have we been
offered scholarships by East
Germany and West Germany? If so,
what were the 'scholarships?

Mr. Manm: My advisers are
not au fait with all the techni-
cal details, but I can say that
some of the scholarships offered
by East Germany were in wedicine
and others in agriculture.

¥r. Merriman: We have never
had any 'scholarships by West

Germany?

Mr. Mann: Not scholarships.

Mr. Barnkem (Ruimveldt): May
I ask whether the 'scholarships
from East Germamy were advertised
and made available to all jappli-
cants in the community?

Mr. Mann: The first set of
scholarships from -the German
Democratic Republic were offered
1o ‘the Government of British
Guisna and were advertised. The
second set was given to the
Party.

Mr. Merriman: It is rather
illuminating, because I have ‘done
a bit of travelling recently, and
I am told that scholarships are
offered by Government to Govera-
ment. But I am told novw that
‘scholarships are offered by
Governwent to Parties. However,
I shall note that. [Mr. Wilsen:
"The United States gave 'scholar-
ships to individuals."] I think-
I will conclude this phase on the



1510 Appropriation Biil

[MR. MERRIMANT]

happy note that I hope the
Government will make available to
the public, scholarships offered
by the FEast or the West, and we
are glad to hear that scholar-
ships may be offered to political
parties.

Mr. Burnham: May I ask two
gquestions? I wonld like to know
whether there has been an offer
of Government to Government
'scholarships from the Government
of Cuba to the Government of
British Guiana, and (2) whether
the West German Govermment did
nol indicate to the British
Guiana Government its willingness
‘to make certain scholarships
available to the Government of
British Guiana.

3.40 p.m.

Mr. Mann: There was never
any Government to Government
offer in respect of scholarships
vis-a-vis the Cuban and British
Guiana Governments. The West
German Government indicated its
willingness to offer technical
assistance and this Government
accepted apd asked it to seni
down details of teacher training
as well as engineering.

Mr. Burnbam: What has hap-
rened to the acceptance?

Mr. Maon: We have not yet
heard from the West German Gov—
ernmenl, but we have accepted its
offer and have written to indi-
cate the fields we prefer to
accept.

Mr. Burnham: I do not want
to prolong this matter but I
would suggest, with the greatest
respect and humility:to the hon.
Pariiamentary Secretary to the
Ministry, that the letter of
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acceptance to the West German
Government be traced.

Mr. Cheeks: I would just
like to ask two questions as a
result of comments made by the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary and
the Member for Essequibo Islands
(Mr. Bhagwanj. I would like to
know if they regard the religious
organisations as being sectional.
This is vitally important because
the inference is thal this money
would be shared on a national
basis and not on a sectiomnal
basis, and, seeing that most of
these organisations are mainly
religious in character, Govern-
ment must state if it regards a
religious organisation as being
sectional.-

The Chairnan: Op Friday -the
Par] iamentary Secretary said so.

Mr. Cheeks: We have had it
then. It means, therefore, that
the Govermment is using this as a
lever,

Mr. Mann: With all due
deference, sir, I never attempted
a definition of "sectionmal." In
the first place, it does not lie
within my duty to determine re-
ligious organisations since these
funds would be administered by
the National Youth Conmncil. In
the second place, if I had to
offer, I would have thought that
‘the religious character of the
organisation ought to be distinct
from its aims or the scope of
social activities at Universi-
ties.

The Chairman: I am sorry if
I misunderstood. In giving your
first answer to the question
under Subhead 37, you indicated
that these grants will be given
oD a national and not sectional
basis. '



1512 Appropriation Bill

Mr. Mann: Yes, 'sir, but I
did not undertake any definition
of "sectional".

Mr. Cheeks:

I am seeking
that now.

‘The 'Chairman: There are cer-
tain things which you do not need
to pursue, ahout which you can
form your own conclusiomns.

In-Service Teacher Training
Programme

Mr. Cheeks: I would like to
ask the hon. Minister if it is
intended any time in the future
to surrender the control of this
In Service Teacher Training Pro-
gramme to the University of

uyana?

Mr. Mann: Without meaning to
be impolite, I would have thought
that this would have been un-
doubtedly concluded since 1 said
that, by 1970, all teachers now
teaching would have had at least
one year's training - [Mr.
Cheeks: "That is not an an-
swer."] Let me finish - on ac-

count of the scope of the in-
service trainiang programme.

further said that by 1975, there

can be no teacher unless he or
'she can be 'trsined.. The in-
'service training programme, which
caters for teachers who are
teaching now who have not been
trained, will fulfil this task
and, therefore, only the pre-
service training prograsme will
be left. I do not think there
was any necessity for the ques-
tion, just as there is no necess-
ity for the answer.
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Mr. Cheeks: The Parhiamen-
tary Secretary might have 'said
that by 1975 this course will mot
exist. What I will &sk now is
if it is intended, 'at any time
between now and the time when
this imservice course is to ‘be
dissolved, to hand over control
‘to the University of Guyana?

Mr. Masa: Jt is not contem=
plated.

Statue of Mr. H.N. ICritchiow

Mr. Hugl: Subhead 39: This

is in relation to the statue of
the late honourable Mr. Critchlow.
May I inguire if this statue is

already ordered? If so, vhen is

it expected to :arrive, ‘and where
does the Government intend to
erect it ?

Mr. Mann: The organisational

aspects of the construction of

the Critchlow Statue 'are being
handled by the National History
and Culture Council under the
chairmanship of Mr. Allan Young.
The preliminary investigatious,
for example, with respect to the
type of material which will be
used in ‘the constructlon of the
statue are in train '‘and it is

to aid these prellmlnary investi=
gations that this token amount
has been provided.

Mr. Hugh: If I am to meke a
comment , this thing has been hang-
ing fire for nearly two years and
I wish that the Minister, his
Government, or hi's advisers,’
will make some definite inquiry
of Mr. 'Allan Young &s to what is
being done about this most impor=
tent statue. It means & lot to
us; it is not mere propaganda.
How long are we going to go ob

with ‘summary investigations? I
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should like to get an uwndertaking
from the Parliamemtary Secreiary,
on behalf of the Minister, that
immediate 'and vigorous imvestige-
tions will be carried out and
-that an announcement will be made
very shortly so that the working-
class people can have something
to look forward to. We do not
vote money for fashion.

3.50 P e

Mr. Mesn: The Government
recognizes the importance of ‘the
consiruction of some monument o
the late Mr. Hubert Nathamniel
Critchlow., I do mot think Mr.
Young would claim omnipoternce,
but he will certainly claim
intelligence, which I will deny
the hon., Mewber for Georgetown’
Scuth. This matter reguires a
lot of prelimimary work, and my
information is that it took a lot
of practical work to determine the
type of meaterial which should be
used. Cement fond is the ‘type of
material to be used in the con-
struction of the monument, and I
understand that it took ‘some time
to determine. ] knovw that
Mr. Young and the Comwittee are
working on the matter as mssi-
duously as possible. The stetue
will be erected st Bourds Green.

Mr. Burnbam: Have you re-
ceived the permission of the
Mayor and the Town :Council?

Mr. Marn: I have every con-
fidence that such permission will
not be withheld.

I will not have to
blame Mr. Young for ‘this one.
When the Queen Victoria statue
was destroyed, it was dismantled
sent away, repaired and semt bac

with full speed. What is wrong

Mr. Hugh:

27TH JANUARY, 1964

Biiget Debate 1515

with Mr. Critchlow's statue?
Will the hon. Parliamentary Se-
cretary say whether there will he
any attempt at the acceleration
of the erection of this statue?

{The hon. Parliamentary
Secretary ta the Hinistry of
Education and Social Development
offered no reply.” )

Head 42, Ministry of Educa-
tion & Social Development -
$2,101.,248, 'as amended, 'agreed
to ‘and ordered to stand part of
the Schedule.

MIKESTRY OF EBUCATION AND
S50CIAL DEVELGPMENT -

EIUCATION - SCHOOLS, INSTITU-
TIONS AND MISCELLANEOUS

The Minister of Finance (Dr.
dacob): I beg to move the fol-
lowing swendments:

(i" Insertion of the figure
"2"in the-column-
"Establishment 1964". ip
subhead 38(12);

(i1) Substitution of "§90"
for "$10" in the column
"Estimate 1964" in sub-
head 59(16);

(iii) Substitution of "$10"

for "$90" in the column
"Estimate 1964" in Sub-
head 59(17).

‘Amendments agreed to and
ordered to stand part of the
Schedule,

'Grants to Aided Schoels —~

Mr. Cheeks: Will the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary state
whether the $156,000 mentioned at
Subhead 2, under the Revised
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Estimates for 1963, includes the
money which was supposed to have
‘been paid last year for Equipment
to Primary Schools but which was
not paid until a few days ago?

Mr. Mapn: 1 am unaware of
this. I assume that last year's
accounts would have been paid
last year.

Mr. Cheeks: It is rather un-
‘fortunate that I have the inform-
ation, and the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary does not know
about it! The equipment gramt
to the Primary schools used to be
paid in one sum early during the
year. It is now being paid in
two parts: omne part is paid
around March, and the other part
around September or Octoher.
Last year only one part of that
grant was paid. I do not wamt to
call names to give the Ggvernment
a chance to victimize certain
persons. The other half was not
paid in certain cases umtil last
week. I want to know whether
this amount includes what was
paid a few days ago.

Mr. Mann: 1 would prefer to
bhave -some notice of a question of
this nature, so that I can obtain
the necessary information. It is-
an extremely trivial guestion,
considering ‘the importamce of the
Estimates. My information is
that many of these accounts are
‘submitted quite late in the year
when ‘they should, in fact, be
submitted in September. It is
quite possible that an account in
respect of 1963 is left wnpaid to
as late as January, 1964.

Mr. Buroham: May I inquire
from the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary if it is possible, and
we know it is a fact, that some
of ‘these accounts were not paid
on ‘the 31st December, 1963? Why
+hen d3d the haAan

Mindctor oFf
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Finance 'say that "all debts were

paid on ‘the proper days"? The

hon. Minister of Finance used to

go to Queen 's College with ‘the

hon. Member ‘for Werk-en-Rust, and

they were in ‘the 'same ‘form. He

said that all debts had been’
paid. Was he right -them, if

there are 'still dzbts to be paid?

CInterruption.] 1 note -that the

hon. Parliamentary Secretary to

‘the Ministry of Education and

‘Social Dévelopment (Mr. Mamn) is
more audible when sitting -than

‘standing! The hon. Parliamentary-
Secretary used ‘to he -in ‘the Min-
istry of Finance ‘before he was

kicked out!

Mr. Ram Karran: You were
also in the Communist Party once.

Mr. Burnham: Come outside

and say that.

Teaching of Fast Indian Languages

Mr. Cempbell (North West):
‘Subhead 2: 1 have read and hdve
‘been told -that the Indian lappuage
i's made up of over 100 dialects
and ‘tongues. I want ‘to know how
many are going to be ‘taught here
under ‘this Head. Are you poing
‘to ‘teach Urdu, Hindi, or the 101
otber languages?

Mr. Mann: Hindi and Urdu: are
‘the languages contemplated.

Mr. (Campbell: 1 did not hear
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary!
I heard a ‘gputtural sound, but I
do not understand what was said.
[An bon. Member: 'Hindi and Urde
will be taught.'] Since they will
be teacbing two languages, then I
ask that the Amerindian lamguage
‘be taught in schools. [An hen.
Member (Governmemt): "You have
no textbooks."] The books will

alwavs come as lane ac ven aive
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the allocations which were proms:
ised in .this House. We were
promised that the matter would
have been gone into. I under-
stand ihatl the Vice-Chancellor of
the University went to the North
West District to study the Amer-
indian language with a view to
establishing it on the curriculum
in the schools. I feel thal that
should be done.

Mr. Mann: Looking at it as a
ﬁhilosophical proposition, the
Ministry of Education and Social
Development has no objection to
the teaching of the aboriginal or
Amerindian dialects in schools.
As a matter of fact the Univers-
ity of Guyana is starting an in-
stitute for Amerindian Affairs
and ihe teaching of Amerindian
languages and dialects, but it
does not have the .teachersat
the moment.

Assembly resumed.,
Sitting suspended at 4 p.m.

4.42 p.m.

Orn resumption

Assembly in Committee of
Supply.

Primary and 'All-'Age Schools

Mr. Bursham: I should like
to ask a question which, of
course, may be referred to 'sub-
head 1, ‘that is, what has happen-
ed to the Government's proposal
to institute a Teachers!' Service
Commission?

Mr. Mann: Negotiations with
the gaverning bodies as well as
the B.G.T.A. are still in train;
it ¥s a very complicated matter.

27TH JANUARY,
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‘Station 'Allovances

Mr. Bissember (Camphellvillg):
Station Allowances - $70,980:
Yhat s this ‘station allowance
referred to here?

M. Mann: Teachers who are
recruited on the coastal areas to
work in the remote areas are paid
Station Allowances.

Mr. Bissember: 1 am happy to
get that amswer. I should like
‘to know 1f teachers who have been
in Rupununi ‘for the last year or
so have_been given any Station

'‘Allowances whatsoever?

Mr. Mann: Yes. 'As long as a

‘teacher lives five miles or more
away ‘from home, he or she is

given an allowance.

Mr. Bissember: May I inquire
what allowance i's given to the
teachers in the Rupununi, and
from when was it given?

Mr. Mann: My informatiou is
that the amount varies but 1t is
usually in the vicinity of $40
per month. It depends on things
like one's salary.

Mr. Bissember: This is what
1 was trying to pet at: -1 -remem-
ber personaﬁly making recommenda-
tions to the Ministry of Educa-
tion in connection with teachers
in ‘the Rupununi who were promised
house allowances and certain
allowances. 1 have been promised
that the Ministry would go into
that to see whether it could make

‘such allowances available. Up to
now nothing has been done. Can I
find out whether Station Allow-
ances and other allowances have
been made available ‘for last
year?
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Mr. Mann: No house allowance
is granted, we give Station
Allowances. I am afraid, there-

fore, that the hon. Member's
representations would not have
met with success.

Mr. Bissember: The reason
why I ‘brought this up is that
the assurance was given to me
that teachers who have to go in
the rural areas, especially in
the Rupununi and interior, remote
areas, have suffered great
inconveniences. In fact, some
of them did not want to go, but
they were told that certain house
allowances would be afforded
them. My good friend was not
attached to the Ministry at the
time. These Station Allowances
amount ‘to $70,000. I should like
to know whether Government in-
tends to allocate any part of
‘these Station 'Allowances ‘to ‘those
‘teachers who have to obtain
houses, living accommodation, in
the remote areas. Is it the in-
tention of Govermment to assist
them by way of making house
allowances?

I am concerned over this mat-
ter because there was a delega-
tion of teachers who saw the Min-
ister, I think in 1962 or early
1963, and as far as my memory
goes, the assurance was given
that the teachers in Rupununi do
need certain house allowances and
the Ministry would be favourably
disposed to make such allowances

dvailable to them when ‘funds are'

available. I do not know if this
amount of $70,000 could be util-
ised to give assistance to those
teachers who ‘teach in 'schools in
remote areas and who have to
undergo more difficult conditioms,
comparatively speaking, ‘than
‘teachers who live in the urban
areas.

27TH JANUARY, 1964
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4.50 p.m.

Mr. Mann: The Ministry of
Education has never and does not
intend to start a house allowance
policy. Station Allowances are
intended to assist teachers in
overcoming the disparity in the
cost of living in remote areas.
The Ministry ‘tries to obtain
houses for teachers in remote
areas for which they pay rent.
The Station Allowances 'help to
defray the cost of the rent. No
official of the Ministry has any
recollection whatever of a house
allowance being paid ‘to any mem-
ber of the teaching community. I
am sorry to say ‘that, if an
officer in the Department gave my
hon. Friend that impression, he
would have been remiss.

Mr. Bissember: May I be told
whether a house allowance is
given to any ‘teacher in any other
area in the country? Do I under-
'stand that it is Governpent's
general policy not to make houses
available to every teacher, or is
it only given in certain areas?

Mr. Mann: Only Station
Allowances are given.

Mr. Campbell: I should like
to ask the hon. Parliamentary
‘Secretary to give this Committee
and me, 1in parlicular, an explan-
ation of the words "Primary and
A1l Age Schools". Are we dealing
with two kinds .of schools, or one
school? I cannot understand it.

Mr. Mann: I ‘thought that
this Ministry had set out a clear
definition of All Age Schools.
; remember seeing laid a Govern-
ment White Paper on Primary Edu-
cation in this House. There

are two categories of Primary

Bchools: one 1s exculsively con-
fined to teaching primary 'school

'subjects, and ‘the children in



1522 Appropriation Bill

(MR, MANN]

these schools receive instruction
up Lo the age of 12; in other
schoals instruction is given in
secondary school subjects, and
the children receive instruction
up to the age of 16.

Mr. Campbell: Are these two
kinds of schools to be carried on
under the same roof, or inm
separate buildings? Will ‘second-
ary education be given along with
elementary teaching in tle same
building?

Mr. Mann: 1 am afraid that
the hon. Member has me there.
Primary 'school-teaching in this
country extends from the age of
6 to 16; it follows therefore
ithat some types of All Age
Schools must embrace both ‘types.

Mr. Campbell: The hon. Par-
liamentary Secretary ought ‘to
have known his job.

Mr. Cheeks: I am under ‘the
impression that the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary is under ‘some
misapprehension. A child moves
from the Primary School and goes
‘to the Secondary School.

The Chairman: The hon. Par-
liamentary Secretary has ex-
plainred that -already.

Mr. Cheeks: I -thought that
2ll of the. Primary Scbools had
been re-named All Age Schools.
If the Government intends to keep
some schools as Primary Schools
only, I 'should like to be told
that. 1T thought it was intended
that all were to be changed over.

VMr. Campbell: I am not
satisfied with the answer given
to me. The hon. Parliamentary
Secretary said that I had him,
and he did not know exactly what

tn qav.
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Mr. Burnhem: May I inquire
whether the Station Allowances
are taxable?

Mr. Mamn: Yes,

Mr. Burnbam: I knew ‘that,
but I wanted to get an' official
admission. When you find in am
area like the Rupununi a ‘teacher
from the coastel area getting a
Station Allowance of $40 which is
taxable, he is in fact getting
less than $40, unless he has a
hig family. fihen one compares
the cost ot food and accommoda-
tion, when ome has to pay Q¢ per
pound to get food ‘stuffs in, -then
1t means that this Government
must either be the lineal descen-
dant of Shylozk, or it does mot
know what it is doing. It gives
2 man $40, which puts him in a
higher bracket 'sometimes, and
then taxes him. 1 have nevef
heard of an allowance like ‘that
For instance, the
Eotertainment ‘Allowance of ‘the
hon. Premier is not taxablel

Mr. Mann: I must confess
that there does seem to be some
validity in the contention of the
hon. Member for Ruimveldt. I
myself was not aware of the fact

‘that ‘these allowances were ‘taxe—

ble. 1 shall undertake, person-
ally, to conduct an inquiry to
find out why this was done, amnd
whether anytbing can be done in
the matter.

School Feeding Schene

Mr. Hugh: 1 observe im ‘the
Notes that ‘there is a reduction
in ‘'subhead 12 this year because
there is a reduction in the num-
ber of recipients for this snack
meal. Are ‘there fewer children
to get this snack meal, or fewer
children in need of this meal?
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Is it a gquestion of children who
do not need this meal, or chil-
dren who cannot receive the meal?

Mr. Mann: UNICEF supplies
commodities with which children
are fed snack meals. There has
‘been, I understand, a reduction
in the volume of these commodi-
ties, and as a concomitamt there
is also a reduction in the number
of people to be fed.

5 pem,

Mr. Hugh: This Government is
very dishonest in giving the im-
‘pression that there are less
“children to receive the snacks.

Mr. Mann: The footnote says
just that. It is another way of

saying what I said just now.

Mr. Burnbam: May I -inquire
whether milk-is distributed to
‘school children and, i'f 'so, 1n
what geographical areas?

Mr. Maonn: In the prdinary
run of things the School Feeding
Programme applies to the country
generally; but because «f the
reduction of supplies it is now
concentrated in the remote and
riverain areas.

Mr. Burnham: I knew that was
the answer: May I inquire
whether there are any available
‘free 'supplies of milk for 'school
children in ‘this country?

Mr. Mann: The answer is no,
sir. *
Mr. Burnham: I am wondering

whether Government is not aware
of the fact that there is an un-
limited supply of skimmed milk
from ‘the U.S,A.1I.D. available
free of cost, which the Red Cross
has not been able to take up.

27TH JANUARY, 1964
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Mr. Maon: The position is
that U.N.I.G.E.F. has been the
sole supplier of milk ‘for the
School Feeding Programme, and
this arrangement is now to be
altered 'so -that U.S.A.L.D. will
be the sole supplier. This new
arrangement is expected to come
into operation some ‘time about
mid-year.

Mr, Burnbam: 1 am apprecia-
tive of -the difficulty of the
Parliamentary Secretary, but is
he not aware of ‘the ‘fact that we
can get milk free of cost? My
information is that the would-be
donors of this milk are very
anxious ‘to get rid of it. If we
could take advantage of it I
think we 'should.

Mr. Manu: U.S.A.L.D. channels
its supplies through U.N.L.C.E.F.,
and it is U.N.I.C.E.K. which says
‘that 'supplies are not unlimited.
U.S.A.L.D. was not .in a position’
‘to increase its supplies. But I
'shall have ‘the matter investi-
rated.

"Mr. Burnbam: I am grateful
to the Parliamentary Secretary.

Fxaminations

Mr. Campbell: I would like

to know just what is meant by

"Examinations’.

The 'Chairman: Will you read

It says:

"Increased number of
entries for examinations ne-
cessitating more invigila-
tors, etc.”



1526 Appropriation Bill

Mr, Camphbell: Even that
explamation does not enlighten me
much. I would like to know
whether it is the Preliminary
Examination or the College of
Preceptors Examination, or other
examinations, and in what month
it is held. I think it is usual-
1y held in July. The whole edu-
cational system is in such @
1opsy-turvy condition that ome
does not know what is an all-age
'school. Last year I +hink the
examination was held towards -the
end of the year, in December. 1

“have been written ‘to by teachers
in the interior, and by school
managers too, who 'say ‘they have
‘the greatest difficulty in get-
ting the syllabus for these
examinations. Tt takes about a
month to reach them. 1 com-
plained about this some years ago
and we were told -that it was a
guestion of staffing. 1 suppose
there is the same difficulty ‘to-
day. '

Mc. Mapn: I will answer two
gquestions at once. The guestion
by the hon. Member for Riumveldt
{Mr. -Buroham) with respeet to the
taxability of station allowances,
I understand, was resolved in
Whitley Council, and it was
agreed that those allowances
should be taxable.

The other gquestion was by the
hon. Member for the North West
(Mr. Campbell}. The simple
answer is ‘this: This amount is
for all examinatiomns. There are

greater number of candidates
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and ‘this necessitatles increased
expenditure. The time-tables for
the examinations are available in
any part of the country to anyome
who is interesled.

'5.10 p.m.

Mr. Burnham: Since the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary has come
up with allegedly more up-to-
date information on my early
question, may I ask two ques-
tions? What was the date - by
that T would wean the year; -that
would be 'sufficient for me - of
‘the Whitley Council's decision?
tecondly, are these Station
Allowances pensionable?

Mr. Mann: The year of the
Whitley Council's decision was
1960; and these Station Allow-
ances are not pensionable.

Mr. Burnham: Do I understand
that this Whitley Coumcil con=
‘'sisted of representatives of
staff and employers and the
B.G.T.A.7 I am talking of Sta-
‘tion Allowances for teachers. I
do mot know what the other
Government employees or public
servants might have agreed to. I
am talking about teachers. Have
they representatives on this
Whitley Council? I am really in-
terested.

My information is
as 'such, 1s
not represemted on the Whitley
Council. The C.S.4. deals with

Mr. Mangs:

‘tbese matters and the criteria

are the same for teachers and
civil servants. The C.S.A.
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agreed ‘to ‘this in ‘the normal way
and the B.G.T.A. gave the ‘G.S.A.
its brief. I myself have not
‘'studied ‘the rationality.

Mr. Burnbam: All I can say
until I prosecute ‘further in-
guiries - and my prosecution of
inquiries i's competent - is ‘that
I do not have to accept ‘the
answer which the Parliamentary
Secretary has given. But I should
like to comment ‘that I know most”
of the teachers who are in re-
ceipt of a ‘station allowance and
there is not one who does mot ob-
ject to the ‘fact -that that allow-
ance is ‘taxable. ILf I 'find out
‘subsequently ‘that ‘the hon. Par-
liamentary Secretary is wrong, I
shall not -blame him I 'shall ‘blame
those who advise him because you
do not expect political ‘spokesmen
in this Housé to know ‘these de-
‘tails.

Mr. Maop: T hdve been able
to obtain a little more informa-
‘tion on ‘this matter. " This agree-
ment ‘between 'the C.S.A. and ‘the
‘Government ‘side of Whitley Coun-
cil was in ‘force before the :ex-
‘temsion of benefits 'to ‘teachers
‘took place, Therefore, ‘the ex-
‘tensions were handed down on ‘thz
same basis. In other words, be-
fore accepting the Station Allow-
ances, 'the B.G.T.A. was well
aware ‘that it was taxable and
non-pensionable and I do not
‘think my hon. Friend ‘stands on

good ground when he 'says that he

knows of no teacher who agrees
that the Station ‘Allowances
should be taxable. I know ‘that
‘there are a -few ‘teachers who €evén
agree ‘that income tax is permys-
cahle
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Mr. Burnham: I did nol give
qualitatively, I gave quantita-
‘tively. 1 'stated a fact. I koow
of no ‘teacher who does not.object
to the taxability of Stationm
Allowances. 1 want ‘to comgratu-
late -the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary upon the 'skill with which ke
has manoeuvred himself cut of ‘the
position. What happened was
‘this: Teachers did not get Sta-
‘tion Allowances and when ‘the
Government decided to give Station
"You can
hsve Station 'Allowances but they
would be taxable.” It is not
a question of ‘teachers agreeing
that ‘they should be ‘texable, but
"The C.S.A. says
you can have this.” But I will
ask ‘the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
‘tary ‘to have -this matter izvesti-
gated. Perhaps he will revise
his ‘'views and advise his ‘Govern-
ment if he comes ‘to ‘the concludim
1o which I hdve come, because I
know he is mot without amy degree
of influence in his 'Government.

Libraries for Teachers -and
‘Schools

Mr. Wharton': When ‘first the
Education Department saw ‘the
necessity ‘for establishing libra-
ries ‘for schools ‘there was a con-
dition attached that -the 'schools
should provide a part of -the
money and ‘the Fducation Depart-
meot another part. 1 notice-that
‘this year ‘the 'vote has increased
by $7,500. I 'should like -the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary to
say whether or not the old custom
of -the 'school paying & part -still
vreval Is.
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The Chairman: Have you read
‘the legend? Are you satisfied
with the explanation given ‘there?

Mr. Burnham: I do not quite
understand this. You see you
have Primary and All Age Schools,,
‘1hen you haveiQueen's College.
Now, if you tramsfer $1,000 from.
Queen's College here, are we ‘to
"understand ‘that these library
‘facilities would cover Queen's
College? Queen's College is under
a seperate Subhead, 'so i'f you
take $1,000 ‘from the Subhead ‘for
Queen*s college and put it here,
does ‘thal mean ‘that Queen's Col-
lege library suffers to the ex-
temt of $1,000? I would contend
that it does, ‘but I would prefer
to await the answer of the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary.

-Mr. Maon: This is badly in-

dicated here and it does not mean
that Queen''s College library
suffers by $1,000. The increased
vote, v the contrary, is in-
tended to enhance the library of
Queen's College but it is a

little confusing as noted here.

Mr. Burnham: I am ipterested
in this statement.! Now Queen's
College used “to -heve $1,000 -fer a
library; Bishops' High School
used to have §1,000 ‘for a lirary,
making a ‘total of $2,000. You
‘take this off, you put on $500
more and you have eight ‘secondary
‘schools, and ‘the hon. Premier
'stands up here, :talks about
‘equality, and 'says that every
‘school must have the same -facil-
ities. 1 agree with this com-
pletely. _Bo you add eight
schools and you add $500. There-
fore, you say eight into 3500 and
you get about $62 per school.

27TH JANUARY,

awarded during last year.

1864 Budget Debate 1 531
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Mr. Mapn: Within ‘the finap-

cial limitationms of this Govern-
ment, we 'still have ‘the loftiest
intentionms and aspiratioms. We
would wish -that equal provision

‘could ‘be made ‘for each 'school,

‘but, obviously, ‘the ‘fact that
‘financial 'stringency limits -the
provision ‘for each 'school does
not destroy our lofty aim of
equality -between ‘schools.

‘Scholarsbips 'And Exhibition
To Secondary Schools

Mr. ‘Campbell: I notice that
in 1963 provision was made ‘for 7
Avwards of Scholarships "to ‘Amer-
indiams. I wamt ‘to know how many
of ‘these 7 Scholarships have been
I also
wart ‘to konow how many Amerindian
Scholarships are provided in
1964.

Mr. Mann: The hon. Membet

‘for the North West was quite

right when he 'said that -there
were 7 Scholarships ‘for Amerin-
dians last year. Unfortunately,
however, only one Amerindian
reached the ‘standard, and we now
bave to 'solicit ihe co-operation
of the Interior Department to
help our officers to investigate
the circumstances which prevent
‘them ‘from being gqualified.

Mr. Campbell: Did ‘the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary say that
only one has been awarded ‘for
last year, and that an investiga-
‘tion is ‘to be made to '‘find out
why all seven have not been
awarded?
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Mr. Mann: Only one Amerin-
dian child reached ‘the required
‘standard last year, and ‘the Min-
istry is hard put ‘this year to
find more Amerindian children who
could benefit from Secondary
Education.

Mr, Campbhell: Therein ljes
the problem. I would ask the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary to
go into the guestion of Amerin-
dian Scholarships. One hears a
lot about how many scholarships
are given to the Amerindians;
thal is good for propaganda, but
in reality one finds only one
single scholarship being granted
last year! It was merely because
that chkild was under the comirol
of a Missionary that it succeeded
in getting a-scholarship. One of
‘the difficulties in Amerindians

getting to Secondary Schools is,

‘the expensive bhoarding and
lodging in Georgetown. It 1Is
a waste of time giving scholar-
'ships, unless the Governmeut can
‘solve the problem of boarding and
lodging ‘fcr the childrem.

Education of Blind Children in
Trinidad

Mr. Hugh: How many blind
children do we have in Trinidad?
In what year were the children
‘semt, and how soon are they ex-
pected back in British Guiana?

Mr. Mannm: The different
categories of information I am
10t now in a position to supply -

27TH JANUARY,
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‘Grants To'Alded Secondary
‘CSchools

Mr. Cheeks: Will the hon.
Parliamentiary Secretary tell us
1f this sum includes the ncrmal
increments ‘for teachers?

Mr. Mann: As usual, it does

History and 'Cul ture

Mr. Bbagwad: 1 wish to com-
mend ‘the Government, first of
all, on 'the 50 per cent imcreacse
in its allocatiou, and to commend
it, also, for takimg the initia-
‘tive to set up a Histery and Cul-
ture Council to promote these two
aspects of Guiamese 1life. I arm
particularly aware of the need
for these things in this country, .
and the Govermment should lay a
great deal of emphasis on the
promotion of Guianese history
and culture, I should like to
ask the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary what, precisely, has been
done by this Council, and how the
money has been spent during last
year.

‘5.30 p.m.

Mr. Mann: The details of ex-
penditure under this Head are not
available at the moment, but the
money i1s spent in promoting
Guianese history and culture. We
had a Guiana Festival last year
vhich was a countirywide affair,
‘the success of which T think is
above reproach or suspicion. The
increased allocation this year is
indicative of our efforts to sus-
tain this kind of ihing and to
bring Guianese history and cul-
iure to the ‘forefront of the
Guianese mind.
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Mr. Bhagwan: I{ the Parlia-
mentary Secretary would allow me,
I think the Ministry would do
well to go in more detail into
this question of Guiamese history
.and culture and take some mcre
initiative. I know it is very
much concerned about this aspect,
but I am -thinking that perhaps
there should be some éffort by
the Government, and indeed ‘the
Opposition can play its part to
ensure that the people of the
courtry as a whole become “fully
conscious of the need for all of
us to know more about our own
history and ‘to study our own cul-
ture so that the people of ‘this
countTy might sooner or later inm-
culcate ‘some spirit of national-
i'sm and togetherness instead of
indulging in too many prejudices
‘thal 'seem to abound in our 'socie-
ty. It would ‘be very good, I
‘think, if the G.IL.S., the Press,
‘the University, the schools and
the many vehicles that are
available could be utilized to
promote history and culture, and
that -this money ‘be used not mere-
ly to sponsor ‘festivals and
parades, because ‘these haud-outs
do not “solve the basic problews
of the community so far as a
knowledge of the past is con-
cerned.

We 'should s1art thinking
about setting up, for example,
cuktural centres, music schools
and such things which would help
to promote a Guianese culture. I
must commend ‘the Government ‘for
taking steps, for example, to
place our 'steel bands on a pedes-
tal never before attained, and we
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know that the 'steel bands have
been snobbed by the very people
who are now opening ‘their mouths.
The National History and Culture
Council 'should award prizes ‘for
1ihe encouragement of the 'steel
bands. I also ‘suggest that money
'should be spent 'for the purpose
of assisting the G.I.S. to pro-
duce ‘films which would go ‘back
imto our past and help our people
who go to ‘the cinemas to see
themselves on the screem in some
historical perspective. The
University of Guyana should also
make a study of the 'social
patteros in an effort to remove
some of ‘the prejudice in the
minds of people who 'seem to feel
that there is & great gap in cul-
tural heritage, language and
culturs]l patierns between ‘the
‘various groups, some of them out
of sheer ignorance, and ‘some be-
cause of political necessity-

I may also poimt out ‘that a
serious effort shonld be made ‘to
promote Guianese art. I observe
that under subhead 30 an amount
of $1,500 is allocated ‘for the
promotion of art. I think ‘there
should be ‘some co-ordination of
all these allocations ‘to be spent
by ‘the same ‘body. I also urge
that the Theatre Guild and other
dramatic groups should be im-
pressed with the need to concen-
trate on plays and drama of local
nature and not to worry too much
with plays like the "Mousetrap",
so thatl whether it is music or
art the Guianese people could be-
gin to understand themselves.
Our problems are not only those
of poverty, ecomomics, imperial-



o

1536 Appropriation Bill 27TH JANUARY, 1964

ism or ‘the power 'struggle, but
‘there is also the problem of his-
‘torical understanding. I wish
again to congratulate the Govern-
ment and hope that ‘the points I
*have made will engage ‘the atten-
‘tion of ‘the Ministry.

Mr. Camphel): History and
culture' The hon. Member ‘for ‘the
Essequibo Islands (Mr. Bhagwan)
waxed very eloquent in explaining
his particular culture, but what
are the cultures we have? We
have the British culture, East
Indian culture, the Chinese cul-
ture, the Africam culture, the
coloured culture and ‘the Amerin-
dian culture. Which particular
culture are we going to ‘foster?
CAn hon. Member:
When the East Indien section of
our population talk about Guia-
nese they mean East Indians.
When the African section ‘talk
about Guianese they mean Afri-
cans, ‘so ‘there is a deadlock. We
hear of 'the major ethmic group
and ‘things of ‘that :sort, and we
are 8t daggers drawn all the
time. So that if we want an im-
partial judge, take an Amerin-
dian. [Laughter.”]

The Minister of Communica-
tions (Mr. Wilson): To put ‘the
record -straight with regard ‘to
the point raised by ‘the hon. Mem-
ber for the North West (Mr.
Campbell), I would like to ask
the Parliamentary Secretary -these
questions about the Amerindian
Scholarship: (1) whether an
amount is not paid as maintenance
to children who win a ‘scholar-
ship, (2) what is the amount, and

NGy o 1
Guianese'|]

age of a child.
__ . (%) how much was paid as main- = voung peoble who were quite dull
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tenance per month to the one
child who won the scholarship
last yeaf.

Mr. Manu: The allowance was
$25 per month but the Minister of
Education has since doubled it. ,

Mr. Carter (Werk-en-Rust):
On ‘the question of Xmerindian
scholarships may I remind the
Government that it is koown ‘that
‘t.eaching ‘facilities in ‘the in-
‘terior are not on par with those
in other parts of the country.
It _is also known that it is more
difficult ‘for children in the in®
‘terior ‘to go to 'school, and that
‘they heve not ‘the same surround-
ings vwhich are conducive ‘to quick
learning. 1 would ‘therefore -sug-
gest that instead of fixing the
'scholarship age gt 11 or 10 plus
(the Buxton Scholarship age is 11
plus), the qualifying age for
Amerindians ‘should ‘be above ‘the
normal qualifying age.

5.40 p.m.

There is nothing wrong with
'this because ‘the whole poimt is
‘to ‘telp a section of the communi-
ty that is cut off from the regu-
lar ‘sources of knowledge- and ‘the
Government will be well advised

'to comsider raising the age limit
and lowering ‘the standard slight-

ly. The qualifying stendard may

‘be 60 per cenmt but ‘the child ‘that

has 50 per cent can 'still learn
quite a bit and ‘the Parlismentary

‘Secretary knows that the age of

12 is not necessarily the testing
I have known
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at the age of 11, 12 and 13 and
have afterwards developed and 1
strongly recommend that -special
provision should be made for ‘the
Amerindian children.

Mr. Campbell: I beg to asso-
ciate myself with these remarks
and ‘to thank ‘the hon. Member.
That is exactly what I wanted to
‘say.

Mr. Mano: The point is well
‘taken. I am very grateful.

Teaching of East Indian
Languages

Mr. Hugh: I 'should like to
ask just one question on subhead
2. ‘Could the Minister - ip ‘the
context of what has been said on
the other 'side - kindly explain
to us - I really did not wamt
raise ‘the point - what is -the
integtion, the purpose, of teach-
ing Fast Indian langnages?

Mr. Mann: This has been a
traditional granmt but it is not
to say that its validity has en-
hanced any by its established
provisien. The ‘teaching of
East Indian languages in schools
in ‘the conmtext of the evolution
of a national culture is not
necessarily exclusive of this
evolution. The official language
of this country, so ‘far as I am
aware, is English, but I do not
myself decry the teaching of
anotiher -language in primary or
secondary ‘schools in this coun-
try. If, however, the practice of
the teaching of this language
ipso facto creates a ‘feeling of

about culture.
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‘sectional isolation, ‘the argument

of 'the hon. Member ‘for Georgetown
South (Mr. Hugh) will -be strength-
ened. In my view, 'the ‘teaching
of Fast Indiap languages in
primary and ‘secondary 'schools is
beneficial ‘but if, as I-said, ‘the
hon. Member ‘feels that this would
create a ‘feeling of cultural

‘'separatism, -then -the Miristry of
Education would ‘be willing ‘to

look &t it from a general philo-
sophical point of view as to its

‘'social desirability.

Mr. Hugh: 1 want to make my
point clear. I have absolutely
no objection ‘to the teaching «f
Hindi nor do I have any objectiiun
to the teaching of Spanish - I do
wish they wonld try to ‘teach more
of the latter - ‘but in view of
the ‘fact that a lot of the
Government Members would like ‘to
propound. and expound a lot of
nationalism, ‘the Government must
have a proper explanation or
reason when it does ‘these -things.
In 'short, 'things must not -only -be
right but ‘they must appear to ‘be
right. One of the Government
Members was very caustic on this
guestion of people's opinion
When you look at
this item, ‘the line is lefi open
to persons who probably would not
accept my view that nothing is
wrong with it and 3t might cause
more disturbances in ‘this country
‘than one would €ver wish.

Fducation of Blind !Children
in Trinidad
‘Cubhead 123: I am sorry ‘that

‘the Parliamentary Secretary could
not ‘tell me for how long these
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three children will be educated
in Trinidad and how ‘soon ‘they are
expected to return. I want ito
‘find out if there would be con-
‘tinuity in ‘the 'selection of blind
children. Who selects -these
children and what type of educa-
tion are they getting inTrinided?

Mr. Mann: The Society for
the Blind makes ‘the 'selection and
I -suppose that the ‘type of educa-
‘tion is in line with ‘the Braille
reading. One child came back
last year and I understand -that
another child has gone since,

Mr. Hugh: Could the Parlia-
mentary Secretary ‘tell us at what
age they are put out of this
school in Trinidad?

Mr. Maom: We do not know ‘the
answer to that ‘but 1t would 'seem
that they are teenagers.

Mr. Hugh: I suspect that
they would be put out around the
age of 15 or 16, but when ‘the
blind child, at the age of 16, hes
finished learning to read and
write by the Braille system, what
happens next? I would implore
this Goveroment ‘o comsider a
proper type of vocation ‘for ‘these
children when thby return. These
children can make a living ‘for
themselves. 1 have seen it done
in other countries and I am ‘very
much impressed. The type of
‘training ‘that is ‘being done here
by ‘the Society ‘for ‘the Blind is
‘'very much restricted apd I wish
‘that ‘this 'Government would take
account of ‘the fact -that -hese
children are ‘being put cut at a
peculiar age, a very ‘tender age,
and would give ‘serious -thought ‘to
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establishing a vocational train-
ing ‘scheme 'for them when they re~

turn.

'5.50 p.m.

Mr. Burnham: With reference
‘to Subhead 24 - Grants to aided
Secondary Schools - $386,000,
I know
‘that only $256,000 was expended
in 1963, although the estimate
was $376,000; and in 1962 expen-
diture was estimated at $313,638.
I wonder whether, in ‘the circum-
stances, the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary can explain how the
Government got ‘through on ‘the
'smaller amount.

Mr. Mann: I ‘thought ‘the hon.
Member would have kmown the
answer to that. There was a
‘strike and disturbance last year.

Mr. Burnham: 1 am grateful
‘for ‘the explanation. I did not
appreciate ‘that that was the
cause. [Interruption] 1 must
also congratulate the hon. Minis-

‘ter of Communications ‘for chang-

ing his habits. He ‘believes that
people should not 'be paid ‘for
work, 'since he has become an hoo -
Minister!

'Conditionmal Scholarships '‘And

Training 'Courses For Teachers

~ There is a reduction of
317,000 in this Subhead, and the
legend 'says: "No new one-year
in~service awards to ‘be made."
What is the meaning of this?

Mr. Mann: Before ‘the deve-
lopment of ouriown In~Service
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Training Programme, it was the
wont of ‘the Ministry of Education
to send at least 10 ‘teachers ‘to
the U.W.r. for diplomas, but
'since we hdve established our own
University i1t will not be neces-
sary ‘to continue doing ‘so.

Publications Unit - Printing
and Publications of Materials

Mr. Burnham: What books were
printed for the sum of $4,000
last year?

Mr. Mano: The intimate de-
tails of this expenditure are not
known to us off the cuff, but we
do know ‘that ‘books :relating to
Teachers' Science Courses ab-
sorbed some of ‘the expenditure.
If the hon. Member wants minutiae
expenditure, I will undertake to
go into the matier.

Mr. Burnham: The hon. Par-
liamentary S=cretary is ‘trusting
100 much on my generosity. He
comes here to explain this Head.
There is actually a legend here
which states: "Printing and
publication of Local Text Books".
khat are the Local Text Books
ithat were printed and published?
I know ol some little ‘bits of
nonsense which represent essays
by certain unlearned gentlemen
wvho have emtered 'the field of
authorship.

Mr. Manu: We had intended to
use up that sum last year but,
unfortunately, during the dislo-
cation of ‘things we spent con-
‘siderably less. We have in-
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creased the provision ‘this year
because we hope to spend more.

Mro Burnbam: I -still have
not received an answer. I ‘find
it difficult to understand how
‘failing to 'spend 80 per cent of
what you hudgeted to spend is
considerably less. I would have
accepted an answer like that from
the hon. Minister of Works and
Hydraulics who cannot add and
‘substract. On what did you ‘spend
considerahly less? Where are ‘the
Local Text Books? Let -the hon.

" Parljamentary Secretary be ser-
jous, as I heve ‘been all along.
I agree ‘that textbooks ‘should ‘be
locally prepared, butl wamt ‘to
know what has happened ‘to ‘the
money. It must have ‘been 'spent,
because they 'show Revised Fsti-
mates ‘for 1963 and they were
promulgated on ‘the 31st December.

Mr. Mann: It says "Revised
Estimates" and not "Revised Ex-
penditure"., We 'spent just over
3400 largely -for the preparation
of Science Magazines for the use
of teachers at -school. The dis-
location of social and adminis-
trative life last year is largely

- responsible for the under-spend-
ing of many a Head. The hon.
Member 'spoke about Subhead 24 -
just now, and that is merely
another example. This year we
have a programme, and we have
‘tried to make a realistic provi-
'siom.

Mr. Burnbam: As a social ‘be-
ing, I do not believe in destroy-
ing a man as a politician, I
consider il my bounden duty to do

_certain, things, and I hope the
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hon. Parliamentary Secretary will
recognize that. He says that
$400 was 'spent on Local Text
Books. It is either ‘that -the
New Guiana Company cannct print,
or the particular Minister re-
‘sponsible for the presentation of
these Estimates cannot read or
write., It you have spent $400,
why put down your Revised Esti-
mates of Expenditure as $4,0007?
If 1 said that my salary is $400
when it is $4,000, ‘then I am a
‘fool.

The Chairman: T think a cor-
rection was wade. A list of cor-
rections was sent to hon. Mem-
bers.

Mr. Burnham: Tt is ‘for the
hon. Minister to note where it is
on his list of correctionms.

The Chairman: That correc-
‘tion is not on the list.

Mr. Burnham: 1 am sure that
my colleagues would not have per-
mitted me to commit 'such a
blunder, 1f it were on ‘the list.
The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
said something about Science
Magazines, but ‘they cannot come
under the head of Publication of
Local Text Books. A magazine is
not a textbook. The hon. Par-
liamentary Secretary ought to
know that; he is a University
graduate, and he knows the dis-
tinction between magazines and
‘textbooks.

6 p.m

Mann:

Mr, The ‘terminology I
emploved just now was indeed mis-
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leading. I meant 'science text-
‘books.

Mr, Burnham: May we have the
title of these ‘books and their
authors?

Mr. Mann: There was a series
of articles produced by Guianese
scientists. We cannot recall
their names offhand, but they
were Guianese.

Mr. Burnham: I would expect
the Parliamentary Secretary, as a
scholar, to understand that you
cannot make a 'series of articles

a ‘textbook unless you put them

together and publish them in one

‘volume.

Mr. Mann: The hén. Member
should know that -the preliminary
step 1s ‘the publication of a
series of articles, and they are
compounded subsequently by ‘some
scholar who understands ‘the
material, to create a textbook.

Mr. Burnham: Even assuming
that the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary is right, can he ‘tell
us how a series of articles on
‘'scieuce subjects can amount to
local textbooks? H20 is H20,
whether it is in Russia, America
or Britain. We do not warnt ‘to
know about its sciemtific ‘basis;
we wart local ‘textbooks. Let ‘the
Parliamentary, Secretary ‘tell us
who were the authors, and what
were the subjects on which they
‘'showed their 'scholarship and/or
erudition.

Mr. Mann: I promise person-
ally to presenmt the hon. Member
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with a copy bound 1n some 'form,
I shall supervise that myself.

Mr. Burpbam: I would like to
have the information now. I do
not want any personal presenta-
tion. If they have nol spent the
money, let them say that they
have not. [Laughter. ]

Mr. Mann: 1 admitted to the
hon. Memher thal we did not use
all of the allocation. 1 told
him that we 'spent some of ‘the
money on the production of ‘these
scientific ‘facts.

Mr. Burnham: But they cannot
even ‘tell us the titles of some
of the articles. If one was en-
titled "The Baccoo In British
Guiana" we would be edified. The
Parliamentary Secretary has four
advisers behind him.

Mr. Cheeks: Is it possible
for the Parliamentary Secretary
to give consideration to the
possibility that some part of
this &4,000 was spent on award of
scholarships given to a member of
the Parly to study how to write
texthooks?_ I think I met the
person who got ‘that award.

Mr. Mann: There are three
students in ‘training in the field
of textbooks production. This
yvear, when they returm, and in
subsequent years we hope ‘to be
able to see the benefit of ‘the
expenditure on textbooks produc-
tion in this country.

The Chairman: The amount of
$4,000 may have been part of the
advance.
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Mr. Mann: That 1s only for
the binding. The money being
spent on the course is not shown
under this Head.

GOYERNMENT TRAINING COLLEGE
PRE-SERVICE TEACHER
TRAINING PROGRAMME

Principal

Mr. Cheeks: Will the Parlia-
mentary Secretary tell the House
what opportnnity ‘for promotion
lies open to the Principal of the
Government Training College?

Mr. Mann: I really do not
understand either ‘the thought
which inspired the question or,
indeed, what it means. The
Principal of the Government
Training College, like any other
Principal of a Government insti-
tution, has the normal avenues of
promotion open to him. What I
think the hon. Member wants to
ask is what is the fate of the
present holder of the post? If I
am correct I think the bLen. Mem-
‘ber shonld address his cuestion
‘to the Public Service Commission.

Mr. Cheeks: 1 repeat what I
said on a preévious occasion, that
in the past the Principal of the
Government Training College moved
up in the ordirvary way.

The Chair-.an: Yes, you said
that, but we are¢ dealing with his
salary here.

Mr. Cheeks: Now that the
post of Deputy Chief Education
Officer is vacant the Principal
of the Government Training Col-
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lege should wove up in the normal
way to act, as was done in ‘the
past, bont it seems that -that
dvenue 1s closed now. Il appears
that the Govermment is seeking
someone other than the Principal
of the Training College ‘to aci in
that post.

St. Ignatius Hostel

Mr. Camphbell: Last year's
revised estimate with respect to
this item was $10,000. Does this
mean thal another $10,000 is re-
quired this year?

The Chairman: This is an
annual grant of $10,000 to main-
tain the hostel.

Maintenance of Students

Mr. Cheeks: With respect to
‘the maintenance of studenmts I
observe in the ‘footmnote ‘that
"serving teachers will suffer no
loss of salary while undergoing
training ..." I camnot imagine
teachers suffering any loss of
'salary. If they are working ‘they
must be paid. I wonder why it is
necessary ‘to meption that -they
will ‘suffer no loss of salary.

6.10 psm.

Mr. Mann: The in-service
‘training programme was not con-
templated to cause any loss of
income. Teachers go in the
afternoons. As it stands there--

Mr. Cheeks: The problem
about the answers being given ‘by
the Parliamentary Secretary is
that we are not hearing anytbing
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he says. It is impossible to
carry on a debate in- this way! I
want to koow the reason ‘for the
cessation of the payment of
allowances to teachers ‘taking the
pre-service course,

Mr. Mann: The hon. .Memher is
obtuse and is really getting me
riled. I have ‘troubled to ex-
plain that teachers in the past
who nnderwent ‘training -at the
Government Training College suf-
fered a loss of income and re-
ceived imstead a mere allowance.
The present in-service training
does nat contemplate any loss of
income. Teachers in ‘the pre-
service training scheme, on the
other hand, receive neither in-
come, ‘salary nor allowance, ‘so
that they have no income whatever.

Mr. Burpham: It ‘seems to me
that the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary is attempting to pull
wool over the eyes of -the hon.
Member -for '‘Georgetown North who
made a valid point. The in-
service training consists of ‘the
‘training of persoms who work dur-
ing the day and, therefore, the
question of income does not
arise. I{ you are working, you
are working! That is just an in-
troduction of the point I want -to
make, Why are no allowances paid
1o pre-service trainees? 4As I
understand 1t, -they would be of
the level of under-graduates and
they 'should get allowances. They
are not little children or young
children ‘for whom parents or
guardians are responsible, and
even children at Queen's College
or Bishops' High School get
allowances. I wamt ‘to koow why
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no allowances are given to the
pre-service ‘trainees,

Mr. Maon: 1 did not hear the
last part of the hon. Member's
question.

Mr. Burnham: Why is it that
the pre-service ‘traimeee will
get no allowances? They are not
infants for whom parents are
responsible. They would obivious-
ly be people in their late teenms
or early twenties and -the normal
thing i1s for such persons to have
allowances unless they have
available private means. That is
the point I am making.

Mr. Mann: The pre-service
training course, as observed by
the hon. Member for Ruimveldt
(Mr. Burnham), is in ‘fact,
tantamount to an under-graduate
course and Government is not in
the hadit of further subsidising
such courses. 1t can hardly be
expected to turn around and ‘find
allowances. The sum involved, I
am persuaded, would ‘be in the
vicinity of $200,000 and we do
nat. feel thai such an expenditure
should come from public funds.
These people who are comtemplated
in the pre-service training
course are people who have not
yet assumed 'service and who are

‘therefore qualifying themselves
‘for a ‘fit and proper service.

In
the old days, people who were
actually serving teachers werere-
cruited to courses in the Govern-
ment Training College and ‘they
were given allowances_in lieu of
the loss of their salary.
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Mr. Burnham: 1 understand
‘the point being made by the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary, but I
wish he would understand mine.
What he has said there amounts to
Government keeping out the im-
pecunious but able would-be
‘trainee. That is what it amounts
‘to. If a particular trainee is
poor and does not have private
means, can you Kkeep him ‘for ‘two
years working ‘for nothing? It is
like going to a University. You
go to a Unmiversity either on a
scholarship or if you hawve
private means. If you do not hdve
a scholarship or if you do not
have private means, you cannot
go. The hon. Parliamentary
Secretary should know, he went ‘to
a University.

Now ‘this pre—service course
is ‘tantamount to an under-gradiate
course,and if the persons have no
means, whether they were ‘teachers
hefore or not, thay are being
trained for something. So it
does seem to me ‘that Government
should review the situation. I
think that the hon. Parl jamentary
Secretary appreciales my poimt
but is somewhat embarrassed bty the:
advice he is receiving and ‘the

“policy of his Government and I
would be satisfied if he under-
‘took te ‘take up this question
with his ‘Governwent:.

It is stated here in the
notes that the in-service pro-
gramme has been transferred to
Bead 42, subheads 41 - 46.

Personal Emoluments - nil.
So what do you transfer to
what? Page 77, Subhead 41.
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They say it is tramsferred ‘to
that. There is nothing there.
You go to staff and then you
reach Subhead 44 - Library; Sub-
head 45 - Furniture; Subliead 46 -
Books and Educational Supplies.
It would appesr 'that the most
these pecpie can hope ‘to get will
be the facilities of the Library
and certain limited Books and
educational supplies which, I
repeat, would put the impecunious
hut able traipnee at & dis-
advantage. He cannot take it, he
will bave to go and ‘fiuau 'some
other ‘form of employmemt though
he might have the aptitude and
ability suited ‘for becoming a
‘trainee,

Mr. Manm: This does not hdve
to be referred to any high-level
ministerial conference. It is
clear. The same thing can be
said of a University. If you are
qualified to the level of Upni-
versity eutrance requirements and
you do not hdave “the cash, youcan
not go regardless of how cheap
the University course i1s in terms
of tuition or board or lodging.
It may be a University euab-
ling one 1o live out. If you
cannol afford 1t, the same thing
applies. The hon. Member is only
making a propaganda poinmt. We
recognise ‘this., ¥ho does mnoat
recognise it?

We are providing a course,
professioual training ‘for young
people atl no cost to them. They
de not pav any fees whatsoever
as one weuld at a University.
We say that i{ yvou are seventeen
and you have 38 minimum of ‘four
‘G.C.E. subjects, you can ewmter
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the pre-service training course
and become a prafessional man in
two yeers.

6.20 p.me
If your parents are badly off,

you cannot '‘go to the University.
While I appreciate 'the humani-

tarian imstincts which promote

the contention of my hon. Friend
ithe Member for Ruimveldt, he must
appreciate thal the financial
limitation not onmly of this
country, but of other countries
would not permit of payment of
allowances to ‘students howéver
sualified they may be when
attending imstitutioms.

Mr. Burmham: The hop. Par-
liamentary Secretary 'said that if
allowances were granted the ex-
penditure would be in the vicini-
ty of 3200,000. He further ar-
gued that a 'student who had a
certificate in 4 G.G.E. subjects
would be qualified. [JInterrup-
tion. | This so-called Socialist
Gevernment cannot call this clap-
trap. He should say -that the
Governmenl is pauperised and
bankrupt, as Mr. Jacobs said, and
when 1t becomes solvent it will
do certain things.

“When scholars went to Second-
ary Schools, at least in my time,
they received free tuition if
they could not afford it; they
were given a hook allowance; or
an allowance. I had to take an
allowance because my ‘father could
not afford to send me -there., If
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
would say -that consideration
would be given to a means test
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and that allowances would be
given in appropriate cases, then
I would understand ‘the limitatién
of the Budget of this soi-disant
Socialist Government. To come
here and 'say that you cannot give
1'f you do nol have the means is
merely eye-wash. That is ‘for
capitalist 'societies. [¥r.
‘Bhagwan made '‘a sotto voce re-
mark.” The difficulty is that I
am speaking above the level of
‘the hon. Member for Esseguibo
I'slands. T will not apologize;
I have not yet learnt to 'speak
down 'to the lesser breed.

I am now addressing my re-
marks to the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary, I am -asking him to be
‘frank with us, and to comsider
the revision of Governmenti's
policy in this matter. If you
are operating under a ‘stringent
Budget, you cannot give allow-
ances.,

It is guite true that some
students may have private means
to keep ilhem at an institution
for two or three years. Why not
operate the allowances on the
same basis as scholarships at
Queen's College used 'to be
operated?

Mr. Menn: Iustead of our be-
ing congratulated for providing
professional courses ‘for young
people - courses which are free
o{ cosl - we are being chastlised
for noil paying people to do their
courses, 1 admire the instincts
which ipspired the comments of
‘the hon. Member for Ruimveldt,
‘birt he must 'be realistic. The
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courses cost a lot of money. Can
we be expected, in addition, ‘to
pay people dy way of an allow-
ance, or a ‘salary, to take the
courses all at once? Perhaps in
‘the {future we may be able ‘to
offer loans and provide scholar-
‘ships, but we cannot do so at
the momenti. It is ‘foolish to
contend that we are deserving of
chastisemernt ‘for adopling this
‘atlitude ‘towards ‘students. The
hon. Member knows when he is be-
ing ridiculous.

Mr. Burnbam: 1 want to ask
the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary --

Offensive Odour In Gallery

The Chairman: Please take
vour seat. If those in ‘the
Gallery cannot come here without
allowing unpleasant odours to
emanate from it, then we will
have to clear the Gallery in
future. We are not going ‘to per-
mit you to interfere with -the
business of this House. I hope
that the oi{ficers will be more
vigilant, and see to it ‘that peo-
ple do not enter the Gallery with
“apything that will interfere with
the business in ‘this Chamber.

Mr. Burnham: Going back to
my question, I should like to ask
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary,
in the context of his profuse
socialism, to amswer this ques-
tion: Does he ‘think it is fair
to a citizen of ‘the community
that a trainee, who does not have
‘the means to stay for two years,
‘should not be given a ccurse?
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Mr. Mann: The amswer 1is
‘'self-evident. I have told the
hon. Member that his philosophy
i's not in guestion, but we are
practical politiciams. Where are
we going to 'find the momey to do
what he wants?

Assembly resumed.

27TH JANUARY 1964

Adjournment 1557

'ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The
Assembly is adjourned until
2 p.m. tomorrow, Tuesday, '28th
J anuary, 1964.

Adjourned accordingly at
6.28 p.m.
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