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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

F1·iclay, 14th December, 1934. 

The Council met pursuant to adjourn­
ment, His Excellency the Officer Adminis­
tering the Govel.'nme11t, Srn OR,I.WFc>RD 
DOUGLAS-JONES, Kt., O.M.G., Presi<lent, 
in t,he Ohair. 

PRESENT. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secreta1·y, M1·. 
P. W. King, (Acting). 

The Hon. the Attorney .Genernl, Mr. 
Hector Josephs, K.C., B.A., LL.M. (Can­
tab.), LL.B. (Lond.). 

The Hon. T. T. Smcllie, O.B.E. 
(Nominated Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. F. Dias, 0 B.E. (Nominated 
Unofficial Membe1·). 

Major the Hon. vV. Bain Gmy, M.A., 
Ph.D. (Edin.), B. Litt. (Oxon), Director of 
Ecluca.tion. 

The Hon. J. S Dash, B.S.A., Di1·ector 
of Agriculture. 

The Hon. E. A. Luckhoo (Eastern 
Berbice). 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C. (New 
Amsterdam). 

Major the Hon. J. C. Crnig, D.S.O., 
M.E.I.C., Director of Public Wo1·ks.

The Hon. E. F. McDavicl, M.B.E.,
Colonial Treasurer (Acting). 

The Hon. W. A. D'Andrade, Comptroller 
of Customs. 

The Hon. J. Mullin, :M:.T.M.M., F.S.1., 
Commissioner of Lands ,ind Mines. 

The Hon. B. R. Wood, M.A., Dip. For. 
(Cantab.), Conservator of Forests. 

The Hon. J. A. Henderson, M.B., Ch.B. 
B.Sc. (P.H.), (Edin.), D.T.l\'I. & H. (Edin.)
Surgeon-General.

The Hon. R. E. Brnssington (vVestern 
Essequebo ). 

The Hon. N. Cannon (Georgetown 
North). 

The H,m. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E. 
(Georgetown Central). 

The Hon . . J. Eleaz:w (Berbice River'. 

The Hon . . J. 1. De Aguiar (Centrnl 
Demernra). 

The Hon. Jung Bahadut· Singh 
( Demernt·a.-E,sseq uebo). 

The Hon .. \f. B. G. Austin (Nomi11:Lbed 
Uuolficittl ,\I ember). 

The Hon. F. J". Settforcl (Nomi,rntcd 
Unotlicial 1\Jembel'). 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western 
Berbice). 

The Hon. J. L. Wills (Demerara River). 

The Hon. E. M. Walcott (Nominated 
Unofficial Member)· 

MINUTES. 

The minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on Thlll'sday, 13th December, 
1934, as printed and circulated, were 
confirmed. 

UNOFFICIAL NOTICES. 

THE PILOT SERVICE. 

Mr. CANNON, on behalf of M,·. 
BHASSINGTON, gave notice of the fol­
lowing questions : -

When did compulsory Pilot,ge come iuto 
forP.e? 

U uder the Har hour and Pilotage Regu ln­
tious, 1924, what "·ere the · q ualilica.tions 
req11ired of-

(a) Fi: st Class Pilots ;
(b) 8ecood ClJ.ss Pilots?

How many Pilots were employed by the 
Harbour Board from 1st J;J.11uary, 1925, statinu 

(<t) Their names in or,1er of seniority; 
0 

(b) The class to which they were then
appointed and Lhe salaries attached
thereto?

H"ve any Pilots been promoted since 192/i 
from the sec1nd to tbc first Cl 1ss P If so, 
stats-

(a) Their names;
(b) D.1te <•f qualilic:J.tion;
(c) Date of promotion.

\V hen ditl the Chief l:'ilot retire from the 
service ? 

ls it a fact that the post of Chief Pilot was 
abolished with the retirement of thA last 
holder of that office 1 Lf so bas any fina'lciAl 
consideration been given the senior !first Cla11s 
Pilot in view of his seniority ? 
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Was the Pilot service re-organised as from 
the 1st July, 1933? If so. stale the number of 
l'ilots now employed, their n11mes, classes antl 
what increa,e of salary, if any, bas been 
given them? 

HARBOUR SURVEYOR, 

I., it a fact that Cavtaia Gibson, R.N., who 
ma le the Hytlrographic .Surrey of the E-se­
q ,11 I.Jo J:ti,·er au<l the mont-h of the Dem•rara 
Hi,·er, sir ,ngly retornmenrle<l ttJ the Ha·bo11r 
Ilond that a vPry c ,pahle loc,1,\ ollicer who 
w,>rked with hiw in the auove snrve, s be 
appointed pennaoeat Harbo11r Surveyor? If so, 
atate-

(a) Who was the officer recommen 'ed ;
(/J) Bisqualifica•ious;
(c) Wheu was he appoinled;
(d) When wns his ap1,uintU1ent-terrninated,

and why?

HYDROGRAPHER. 

Who is the Ofl"icer now appointed a, B ydro­
grnpher to the Harbour Department, an•l whM 
is the salary attached to this newly cre'lted 
post? What are the q11ulifications of Lhe Officer 
appointed, and is it a fact that Le bas an 
assistant drufted from the Lands and Mine5 
Department as his draughtsman? If so, state-

(a) Salary drawn \Jy Hydrographer's
dranghtsman. 

(b) Why was the Officer recommended by 
Captnin Gibson, R.N , not appointed to
the duol post P

CAPTAINS. 

Give the number of Cn.ptains now employed 
by the Transpor� and Harbours Department 
stating-

(a) Their names ;
(/,) Date of appointment to the service;
(c) IJnte of promotion to Captain;,
(d) Present salary ot each.

FLOOD RELIEF. 

Mr. BACCHUS gave notice of the 
following questions :....:.... 

\Vbat sum of money has <.orernment grant·•d 
to elate to \'illages and Estlites in D,meraro., 
E�,e(]uibo and Berbice �ep:irately thaL have 
snffereil by the recent floods under the following 
hea•ls :-

(a) Steps takAn to meet present sitnati<in;
(b) l're,ent ive mensures for the future?

Give tLe names of villages and the amounts 
of grnnts which have bee.n given to them in 
Demerarn, Essequibo and .ilerbice separately, 
and are under-

.( a) Local Government B(lard; 
(h) Paider Ordinance;
(c) Drainage Ordinance.

Give the narnes of villag,s nnd the amonats 
of gnlDts which have been given in Demerarn 
EssequiiJo and Berbice separately, und are not 
nnder :-

(a) Local Go,·ernment B0a1 d; 
(b) Polder Orrlinauce;
(c) Drainage Ordinance.

lf no grants were being given to villages that 
are not under-

(a) Local Government Board ;
(b) Polrler Ordinance ;
(c) Lnain,.ge.

WuyP 
Is Government aware th11t all the Villages 

on the West Coast, Berbice, that are uot under 
the Local Government Board have not received 
any granc though they have suffered to the 
Eame extent as villages un,ler the Local Board? 

If the answer tu question 6 is in the attirma­
tive, Why? 
BURNT EAR'rH ON W.C. BERBICE ROADS. 

How many c,1bic yards of burnt earth were 
bought by Government for the period 1st 
Jannary to 30th Nornmber, 1934, to be used on 
tbe West Coast, Berbice roe.ds, and the total 
cost? 

How many cubic yards of burnt eart-h were 
used during the same period on the roads and 
the cost of laying it down under following 
beads:-

(a) Supervision ;
(�) Hire of carts; 
(c) Labour.

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

ANNUAL EsTil\lATES. 

The Council resolved itself into Commit­
tee and resumed consideration of the Esti­
mates of Expenditure to be defrayed from 
Revenue during the year ending 31st 
December, 1935. 

SUPREME COURT. 

Item le-1 Ch1ss I. Cle1·k, $1,716. 

.lVIr. WOOLFORD: I have risen to 
support the recommendation that this 
officer should be appointed. In doing so 
I would recommend that one of the quali­
fications of the appointee should be that 
he should have a primary knowledge of 
book-keeping, if possible more than a 
primary knowledge of book-keeping, and I 
do so for these reasons. First of all 
there is an obligation on executors and 
administrators to file their accounts in 
the Deeds Registry. In practice those 
accounts are lodged there and receive 
officially no further examination. It may 
or may not arise that in the cour!e of the 
investigation of an estate's accounts the 
matter is taken beforn a Judge who does 
not necessarily possess a knowledge of 
book-keeping. In the same mtinner the 
accounts of the Public Trnstee Me filed 
with the Registrar, and other accounts 
may or may not have to be looked at by 
the Registrar. It is desirable that there 
should be in that office an officer who has 

. some knowledge of book-keeping or 
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1�ccountancy, whatevet· is the difference 
between the two. In ordinary commet·cial 
suits accounts al'e sometimes submitted 
for the consideration of the Court, and 
thel'e are instances where the J"udge finds 
some difficulty in doing so. 

The old practice was that those accounts 
we1·e referred to the Accountimt of Court 
who was then an officel' attached to t.he 
Registrnr's office, and I believe I am 
conect in saying that one of the reasons 
which actuated the recommendation fo1· 
his removal was the fact that some brother 
officer discovered that that gentleman was 
earning more money than himself. Probably 
it was the then Registrar, because from 
time to time the Accountant of Court 
would be awarded sums of $50 or $100 in 
connection with commercial suits. It was 
discovered by somebody that he might 
p_ossibly at some seasons be ea,rning more 
money than the Registrar. In any event, 
for the reasons I have given, it is possible 
to find an officer in the Service to do the 
work. 1f it is possible to secure one with 
those qualifications let it be underntood 
that any sums awarded to him by the 
Court in cases like those I have mentioned 
should not be regarded, in the case of his 
transfer to another office, as emoluments 
he should take with him, or that he should 
be compensated for if he is removed from 
that oHice. T think too that he would be 
a very useful man there in a good many 

• directions. For instance he could -supel'­
intend not only the collection of money
but could be largely helpful to the Audit
Office which sometimes sends a clerk there
for a period of three or four weeks. If
this officer is appointed he could help in
the examination of transactions thern ,in<l
so save the time of the Auditor.

There is another direetion in whi1J1 the 
officer could be helpful. This office looks 
after the collection of estate dub-. That 
duty is performed by an office/who has 
other duties to perform also of an impor­
tant nature, and it frequently happens 
that oversights are made or the public 
cannot be attended to, because I happen 
to know that one of the officers whet looks 
after that is also in charge of the Con­
veyancing Department. It often happens 
that his time is occupied in the examina­
tion of estates' accounts, and in a good 
many ways the duties of that officer are 
interfered with by duties in other direc-

tions. I mention that because thet·e is 
need for that officer. It will nevet· do to 
appoint a man on ordinary transfer from 
one office to another. The officer has to 
be made to understand that he has to 
serve the public. There must be no con­
descension about the matter, and if it is 
possible to isolate him it would be better. 
There is always some difficulty in getting 
an officer who is screened off from the 
public. I suggest that the Government 
examine the claims of officers for this 
appointmeut with great care. 

THE CHAIRMAN : T am obliged to 
the hon. Member for his remarks and I 
will have the matter looked into. 

Item lm-Dutv Allowance to Office!' in 
charge of Sub.Registry in New Amstet·­
dam, Berbice, $360. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: I desire to draw Gov­
ernment's attention to the inadequate staff 
in that Department. The clerk in clml'ge 
also does the duty of a marshal, and there 
is one clerical assistant in that Depa1·t­
ment. The clerk in charge has to leave 
the office and go into the country districts 
to serve writs and execute other legal 
processes, and sometimes it is inconvenient 
to get him at the proper time when he is 
required. That is due to no fault of that 
particular officer, but to the fact that the 
Department is under-staffed. In years 
gone by there have been severnl officers of 
great educational ability put into that 
Department, and the expeuditure under 
that Head was an enormous sum. Govern­
ment at the time contrived and had the 
status of the office reduced by reducing 
the number of highly paid officers. I do 
urge thnt there is need fot· an additional 
clerk in the ollice to relieve the officer in 
charge to coucentrate 11.lOL"e on important 
duties. A young man should be tniined to 
do the work. 

l\'Ir. ELEAZAR: I wish to endorse what 
the hon. Member has said. I would like 
to emphasise the fact that Government 
took the trouble in the first instance to 
make inquiry as to the necessity that 
exists for an additional clerk in the Sub­
Registry in New Amsterdam. After two 
years Government did appoint ii young 
man but he is now employed somewhere 
else. He has left the position the same as 
it was before he was there. I cannot cou-
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ceive that if Government really appreciates 
the position it would remain as it is. 
There are men with Senior Cambridge 
Certificates tumbling over une another for 
work. They volunteel' for service and 
after 18 months Government says it ca.n­
not employ them. 

Tm, CHATRMAN: I will mtike a note 
of what the hon. Member has said and I 
will go into the matter. 

Item 4-Trnvelling Expenses and Sub­
sistence Allowance, $500. 

Mr. LUOKHOO: I would like to draw 
attention to the present charge for the 
service of processes by the marshal or 
bailiff. Under the Rules of Court the
clrnrge is fixed at JO cents per mile. 11he
question is whether the Department spends 
the whole of that 40 cents that is collected 
for travelling from litig,1nts. The charge 
was fixed at a time when mutor ct1r rates 
were considerably higher tlmn they are at 
p�·esent. Motor cars are now available a,t 
12 cents per mile. It is a hardship on 
litigants to pay 40 cents per mile because 
they are able to hire conveyances at less 
than 20 cents per mile. I take it that 
Government has no desire to make money 
at the expense of the public. 

Mr. DIAS: I would like very much to 
:;upport the hon. Member. It is not a 
new subject. I tl:i11k Government might 
address a communication to the Judges 
requesting them to revise the tariff in 
order tu m,Lke the piLyment by litigants 
more iu keeping with wlrnt is expended. 
To lrnvc ,L writ served 1Lt Mttlrnicony I 
lt,LYe to pay $8. The rnarslrnl spends 
about three shillings and the Government 
m,Lkes about $7 profit;. Tlrnt does not 
seem t-o he right and I do not think the 
pre�eut. J uclge:; 1Lpprovc of it. Tu E11gl,md 
1L solicitor is authorised to i,erve his own 
processes. I believe when the Rules were 
beiug ameudetl a ye,u· or two ago some such 
suggestion was made. Government will 
not require such a large staff if it ,1llows 
solicitors to serve processes. It is done 
in Tri11id1Ld. If a private indi viclual serves 
his own ,Hit he has to 1rndrn an affidavit 
which gives Government revenue in another 
form. The matter calls for immediate 
inquiry, and the attention of the J ndges 
should be called to it. On the travelling 
item there is a. clear profit of i}ths of what 

is lodged with Government, and there is 
absolutely no justification for it. No one 
can say a word in defence of it, except that 
revenue will be lost, but that is no reason 
why Government should extrnct money 
from the public. 'l'he whole idea of the 
recent amendment of the Rules of Court 
was to reduce the cost of litigation, but all 
practitioners know that instead of reduc­
ing the cost of litigation by a reduction of 
the fees of the Deeds Registry those fees 
were very substtLntia.lly inct·eo.sed, in some 
cases by 100 per cent. The reduction was 
made in the legal pmctitioners' fees, but 
Registry's fees were all put up. 

Mr. WOOLFORD : T have heard those 
remarks mtLde by the Hon. .\fr . Dias so 
often that T wonder he has the energy to 
repc,Lt them. For many years the hon. 
Member for Be1·bice River, Mr. Dias and 
I htwe been obliged to ,mike those remarks, 
and the r:urious position is that the 
sub:;tant-ive holder of the office was a bar­
rister, but since he became Registrar he 
has entirely lost his identity as a barrister. 
All the info1·mation he has acquired as 11 
barrister he has placed 11t the disposal of 
Governmimt. He has recommended an 
increase of the item and has succeeded in 
very largely increasing the revenue of the 
Department. I told him that since he has 
become an offici,11 he has not recommended 
the reduction of an item which he knew as 
a barrister should be reduced, and this is 
one of them. This is what is known as 
distance money. It is not fair to collect 
from the public ,Lil ,imotmt beyond what is 
acttrnlly spent. If the marshal has to 
serve a writ a mile from Georgetown 40 
cents is exacted although we all know that 
it costs 6d. to cross the 1·iver. He c:an 
serve a writ at \Treed-en-Hoop and return 
within fLll hour. This eharge is to cover 
the trnvelling expenses of the marshal, 
and the curious thing about it is that the 
exphLnatory note says : "Increase in work 
of 1VIarshals." It is not fair to the public. 
I should like to see another marshal 
appointed. It should be possible to find 
someone who c,tn perform the duties there 
and give satisfaction. I have gone there 
and found no one in that Department at 
all. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: This charge origina­
ted in the days when travelling was slow 
and expensive. To-day people can travel 
by 'bus from Springlancls to New Amster­
dam for 48 and 36 <;ents. 
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Mr. D.e: AGUfAR: I would like to 
represent the litigants' side for a moment. 
One who is endeavouring to collect a debt 
has to be saddled with extra expense 
which I will be told will be recovered from 
the defendant, but there are a number of 
cases in which the costs are not recover­
able. I£ any relief is forthcoming in this 
direction it will be very welcome. Gov­
ernment would be well advised to go into 
the matter carefully and see what relief 
can be afforded. 

Mr. WILLS: I would like to add one 
word to the debate. The charge of 4-0 
cents is rather exorbitant because the 
bailiff who serves the process is akeady 
drawing something for travelling, and if 
he h,ts to traVfil outside the orbit of his 
Court it is very little. I think it is a 
1rnitter in which an investigation should be 
made in order to give the public some 
relief. 

lVfr. CANNON : I have a long story to 
tell when the time comes in connection 
with this very m,itter, but it is not yet 
ripe. I had the necessity a few days ago 
to request the Registrar's Office to sum­
mon a man to give evidence for me as a 
witness. I ca,nnot remember the exact 
amount, but it was certainly over $3 I had 
to pay, and that man lived not very far 
out of Georgetown-at the Lodge. A 
soap box in the form of a 'bus will take 
one there for a penny, but I was asked to 
pa.y over $3. Yesterday my hon. friend Mr. 
Dias told us that the Judges and members 
of the leg,il profession did certain things. 
I think the whole trouble is brought about 
because it is entrusted to the Judges and the 
legal minds. I hate committees but I urge 
that Government might get a few laymen 
who· have to pay for these bits of pleasure, 
to inform Government of the true state of 
afl'1iit·s. It is scandalous, and the time I 
hope is not very far distant when I will 
put the whole matter before Government. 

Mr. WOOLFORD : For the informa­
tion of the hO'll. Member I would like to 
inform him that lawyers had no part in 
the fr11,ming of the Schedules at all. 

,1 r. CANNON: I was only referring to 
what happened yesterday. I asked the 
hon. Member to tell us who represented 
the litigants but I am afraid he was not 
able to satisfy me or the Council as to 
who represented the laymen. They had 
no representa.tion. 

THE CHAIRMAN : A note will be 
made of the points mised in this debate, 
and I have no doubt that on representa­
tion being made to the Judges they will be 
quite willing to consider the position. 

Mr. CANNON: May I ask who is to 
make those representations? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Govemmeut will. 

Item 9-Fees tu Counsel, Mu1·der cases, 
$400. 

lVlr. WILLS: I suggest that this item 
be incre11,sed to $500. The money is used 
for the payment of barristet;s who are 
assigned by the Chief Justice to defend 
paupers charged with murder. For some 
time past the amount voted has proved 
inadequate, and in those cases in which 11 
practitioner accepts his assignment he 
does it in the interest of justice. At the 
same time he might find that a c11se lasts a 
number of days and many infricate points 
might arise. He loses a lot of time and 
at the end of the trial the Judge awards · 
him an honorarium. He presents his 
account �o the Treasury and if it happenr, 
to be abow.t the middle of the year there 
may be no money at the credit of the vote, 
and he is held up fo1· some time pending a 
supplementary estimate or the Govet·nor's 
warrant. Reference to the Comparntive 
Statement of Expenditure shows that in 
1924 the amount spent was $1,067, in 
1925, $80; 1926, $426; 1927, $705; 1928, 
$1,145; 1929, $340; 1930, $465; 1931, 
$1,150; 1932, $625; 1933, $14-0. Taking 
the average I think $500 would be adequate. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: I am rather sut·prised 
to hear this point raised. .I hope there 
will be a disappearance of this item. 
(Hear, hea.r). It is not a pleasant thing 
to contemplate murde1·s being committed 
and people being tried before the Courts. 
But in any case I think the fees are fixed 
by the Judge who hears the case, the dura­
tion of which is taken into account. After 
all practitioners must not look upon this 
as a money-making avenue. If they are 
assigned they should do it without regard 
to the amount of their remuneration. That 
is my view as an individual. vVhy should 
there be an increase of the item ? Does 
my friend contemplate that there will be 
more murders committed ? It does not 
reflect very creditably on the behaviour 
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of the people. We considel· them law­
abiding citizens. 

.Mr. ELEAZAR: [ do not suppose the 
hon. Membet· for New Amste,·dam -wishes 
to indulge in this debate; he is such a 
modest man. I do not think the Attorney­
Gener,tl would also like to interfere, but I 
can say something because not a cent will

come to . me. It lms been my experience 
that ,1fter a time, because of the reduction 
of the vote, some people were not defended 
at all, and many tL man who ·might have 
lived to repent has been sent over the 
border because of the sort of defence he 
got. (Laughter). Within recents times I 
happen to know that after a very intricate 
and lengthy case the barrister complains 
that he has lost by the transaction be­
cause the .Judge, knowing that only a 
small amount of money is available, awards 
a very small sum. It should not be so. 
One regrets that these items have to 
appea.r, but we should pay counsel an 
adequate sum. A barrister is assigned to 
do his level best in defence of the life of a 
fellow creature. When he has done his 
best fair remuneration should be given 
him. Do not expect him to do his best 
and give him little because there is no 
money. Do not make the remuneration 
so low that >Lil irresponsible individual 
would shirk .. the work or refuse the brief 
when there is an intricate case. I think 
the hon . .Member has not said all he has 
in his mind. 'l'his year them have been 
five murder cases. If we are going to 
give these people legal assistance we 
should give them a fair fighting chance. 
Sometimes they do not get that; they 
come out undefended. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: I do not know 
w hethel' the Judges are guided by con­
sideration of what sum is on the Esti­
mate. I take it . that t,hey would be 
guided by the duration and complicated 
nature of the case. I daresay that if the 
Chief Justice recomme11ded it and there 
was no money Your Excellency would 
approve of a supplementary estimate. I 
suggest that we lt:ave it to be dealt with 
on supplementary estimate if the amount 
is inadequate, It is not a matter that 
should be discussed here. 

Mr. CANNON: It appear,; to me that 
if we eliminated the a.mount altogether and 
left it to the Govemment to pay. any 

amount recommended by the Chief Justice 
that would get over the difficulty. My 
opinion is that although we are living 
under Crown Colony Government we 
ought to have British justice, and persons 
charged with murder should have the best 
legal service available. I am surprised to 
hear that the best service for the defence 
of these unfortunate people is not avail­
able. It seems to me a scandal that such 
a statement should be made and go 
unchallenged. 

Tim ATTORNEY-GENERAL : I am 
not quite clear what is meant by t.he sug­
gestion that the best service is not a,lways 
available in these cases. I think I ought 
to mention that iu most countries and 
places in the British Empir_e the defence 
of murder cases is not looked upon as a 
source of income so much as an oppor­
tunity for counsel to do his very b3sr, for 
somebody who is charged with murder, 
and he is willing to accept a small honora­
rium for that purpose. 'l'hat is what 
is done in England to my knowledge, 
and to my knowledge in other Colo­
nies also. The amounts given are by no 
means in proportion to that paid by 1� 

person charged who himself employs coun­
sel. I am surprised to hear, and I can 
hardly believe it to be a fact, that a mem­
ber of the English Bal' ventured to do in 
this country what he does not do any­
where else, and that is to decline to appear 
for a man charged with murder beca·.11:;e he 
thinks he is not going to be sufficiently 
remunerated when he is assigned by the 
Crown. 

'l'he best men in other places wheu askeJ 
by the Court, not the Crown, to ap;Hnr 
for the defence are always willing to dJ �o, 
and it is the duty of counsel who undertakt s 
or agrees to appear fol· anyone to do his 
level best whatever the remuneration may 
be, or even if there is no remuneration 
whatever. I would be very sorry to believe 
thlt such a thing could possibly exist 
here because it is contrary to the best 
traditions of the Bar, and any hon. M em­
bers who may have thought so are labour­
ing under a very grave mistake. I may 
mention that in other parts of the Empirt>, 
in England and in other Colonies, very 
often at an Assize Court it may occur to a 
Judge, having looked at the depositions, 
that a particular person should be repi·e­
lilented by counsel, and when he takes that 
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view he asks some counsel who happens to 
be in Court to appear for the person 
charged. Counsel invariably does that 
and without remune1·ation whatever. No 
counsel would ever dr·eam of refusing to 
accede to such a request by a Judge, 
except fo1· some reason which made it 
physic,illy or morally impossible for him 
to iippear. 

Refu-ence to the Oecennial Statement, 
whieh was referred to by the hon. Member, 
shows clearly that a standing amount is 
usually voted, but it is evident that when 
circumstances require it a larger amount 
is expended when necessary. I have only 
intervened to call attention to the fa.ct 
that when necessary a larger amount than 
that on the Estimates has been expended, 
and also to make cleat· what I have always 
understood to be, and what is generally 
regarded to be the guiding principle with 
refernnce to defending counsel in these 
m,itters in accordance with the traditions 
of the English Bar. 

. 

Mr ELEAZAR : I am vet·y much 
pleased to have had reiterated once more, 
as I have had many times before, the tradi­
tions of the English Bat· on this p:uticu­
la.1· subject, but I state here as a fact 
which can be satisfactorily proved, that 
counsel of standing who cannot afford 
the time to do an elaborate murder case 
makes some excuse for not accepting the 
assignment. He has to do something else 
to bring him propr.1· remuneration. I 
think that is highly moral no mattei· what 
the traditions of the Bar may be. I 
believe that the Judges would award an 
amount worthy of the barrister according 
to his labour, but I know as a fact also 
that they are paid vet·y small amounts­
in· some cases $75 and $80-when they were 
worth very much more, because the vote 
had been exceeded, and the Judges have 
not scrupled to say so too. If the hon. the 
Attorney-General does not know that it is 
one of the things he does not know. He 
may take it from me that what I have 
stated here is correct. Let it be known 
that the ,Judges need not confine themselves 
to the $400 voted. I only rose because 
the hon. Member for Eastem Berbice 
made the youthful Member appear to have 

• done a wrong thing. We all feel the same
way.

Mr. WILLS: The remarks of the hon. 

Member for Eastern Berbice have not 
dampened my zeal at all in this matter. T 
have listened with rapt attention to the 
remarks of the Attorney-General, but I 
would like to know whether the same high 
traditions and principle!l that defending 
counsel is supposed to uphold in a British 
country are not applicable to counsel 
prosecuting for the 01·own in murder 
cases. Is the Crown Prosecutor supposed 
to proecute fo1· love, 01· is thern o. fixed 
sum on the Estimate to be awarded to 
him hy the Attorney-General? 

Item passed as printed. 

Item 13-Furnitut·e, $1,075. 

Mt·. ELEAZAR: Last yeat· we voted 
$500, now Government is asking for 
$1,075. 

Mt·. DE AGUfAR: May I ask whether 
that sum has been spent already ? 

Mr. DIAS : I think those .Members who 
are opposing t,his item or making inquiry 
into it should visit the Law Courts. I 
have visited manv Courts in the West 
Indies, not to meri'.tion those in England, 
and I can say that our Courts are disgrace­
ful, except that of the Chief Justice which 
was improved before his arrival. The 
baize is leaving the tables, and one has to 
sit on greenheart chairs all day long. I 
have to borrow a special chair to sit on. 
Those who visit the Law 'Courts will know 
and realise how inconvenient it is for any­
body to do My work there. I imagine 
thu.t this sum is requil'ed to complete the 
wo1·k in the othet· two Courts. I took 
some visitors to the Courts and they said 
they looked very dit·ty. I explained that 
it was because we at·e hat·d up just now. 

Mr. DE AGUJAR: I asked whethet· the 
money was all'eiidy spent but I have not 
got a reply. I visit the Law Courts and 
happen to know that quite a lot of work 
has been done there recently. If this money 
is requfred to complete the good work it is 
all well. 

Mt·. LUCKHOO: I may mention that 
the Magistrates' Courts ai·e also in a dis­
graceful condition in respect of the supply 
of furnitut·e in the country Courts. I

hope that whatever furniture is available 
from the Law Courts will be trnnsferred to 
the country Courts. I feel sure that Your 



265 Committee of Supply 14 DECEMBER, 1934. Committee of Sup]Jly 266 

Excellency will keep the promise you made 
some time ago. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I only asked why 
$1,750 is on the Estimate when only $500 
was spent last year. I was only making an 
inquiry. If the money is requfred, spend 
it by all means, but please remember the 
Magistrates' Courts. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
hon. Melllber for Central Demerara asked 
if the money has already been spent. lt 
has not been spent We had $500 last 
year with which we completed one Court. 
There are two more to be done and they 
will cost $500 each. 

Mr. CANNON: r hope you will be able 
to find a few mot'e dollars to provide 
additional accommodation in the Chief 
Justice's Court. Thern is one thing I 
would.like to ask. Is it possible for any­
one to say how often are the Court-rooms 
cleaned? It ought to be done periodically. 
In my opinion it is unhealthy to sit there 
for any length of time. 

Di·. HENDERSON (Surgeon-General): 
I rise to support the hon. Member, and 1 
heiLrtily recommend what he has sug­
gested. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: The witnesses that 
attend Court ought to be considered and 
some convenience afforded them so that 
we would not have them being rebuked for 
passing up and down the corridor. 

Mr. BRASS rNGTON : I would like to 
draw your attention to conditions in regard 
to furniture in many of the Ma.gistrates' 
Courts. 

TiiE CHA 1 RMAN : The hon. Member 
can deal with it under the Head " Magis­
trates." 

M1·. WOOLFORD : I am rather sur­
prised that the hon. Member who reprn­
sents 13erbice has not drawn Government's 
att'ention to the deplorable condition of 
the figure of "Justice." The scales are 
not being evenly held in the hand. I 
think the sword is still there, but the 
scale may or may not be thet'e. There 
seems to be something seriously wrong. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: The sword is not 
there. (Laughter). 

THE CHAIRMAN: I will go into the 
question of cleaning the Law Courts and 
make inquiries as to whose duty it is. rt 
may meau anothet' Messenger. We will 
go into the matter and see whether more 
money is required. 

Item passed. 

PUDLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 
Tim CHAIRMAN: If hon. \fombet·s 

will agree I propose that we proceed to 
conside1· the estimates of the Public Works 
Department because I wish to ask the 
Secreta1'y of State if we could begin to 
spend the money on Public Works Extra­
ordinary on the first of ,January 01' as soon 
after as possible, as a certain amount of 
the work is intended for the relief of 
unemployment. If thel'S is no objection I 
s_ugges,t that we turn to page 87, Public 
\.Vorks Department. 

Item (3)-District Engineers, $6,000. 

Mr. SEAFORD : I do pot know whether 
to bring it up under this Head or under 
District Commissioners. In certain dis­
tricts the work is neglected or cannot be 
done because the District Engineer is also 
District Commissioner. For ins!,artce the 
District Engineet' in Essequebo is also 
District Commissioner. He also looks 
after the Orderneerning Industrial School 
and is the Directo1· of Public Works and 
Director of Sea Defences in Essequebo. 
No man can combine those jobs and do all 
thoroughly. It is impossible, and I feel 
ce1,tain that the Diriector of Public W arks 
will be the first to admit that they can­
not be carried on efficiently. 

THE CHAIRMAN : If the hon. Mem­
ber wishes to pursue the matte1· further it 
would better come under the District 
Administration vote. I may say here 
that we tried it out in Berbice and found 
it a failure, The policy of Government 
is to increase the numbers of District 
Commissioners and avoid dual posts being 
by held one officer. 

Mr. SEAFORD: There is a lot of 
money to be spent on sea defences, and 
that work has to be carried out by the 
District Engineers. The Board feels that 
it is quite impos�ible for the work to be 
done efficiently if the District Engineer 
has other duties to look after. 
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THE CH .\IRMAN: GovJrnment is 
fully aware of that, and t1iat is why we 
propose to inc1·ease the staff of the Dis­
trict Commissioners. The hon. Member 
will have furthe1· opportunity to raise the 
point again under the District Adminis­
t1·ation vote if he wishes to do so. 

Mr. SEAFORD : My reason £or doing 
it hel'e is that if it were to contiuue L 
would have moved the appointment of 
another· Disti-ict Engineer. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: We have too many 
Engineers now. The Commissioner has 
nothing to do in Berbice nnd the Engineer 
was given that duty along with his own 
business. He was often in office when he 
should be doing his work as an Engineer. 

Mr. SEAFORD: The hon. Member 
does not k,1ow that where large construc­
tion work is being carrieg on, as will be 
done in Essequebo next year, it is abso­
lutely essential to have one man on the 
spot. Nothing is done correctly unless 
he is there. Members complain about 
money not being spent pr•operly, which is 
bound to happen unless there is an 
Engineer on the spot. It has been made 
perfectly obvious to us on the Sea Defence 
Board that ther·e is a lack of supervision, 
and that there must be increased super­
vision if this money is to be .spent in the 
way it should be. We find we al'e losing 
money by not spending a ,tittle more on 
Rupervision. 

Mr. BRASSJNGTON: Refet"ence has 
been made to Essequebo. I entirely agree 
with the rnmarks of Mr. Seaford in regard 
to the necessity of having a Superviso1· or 
Engineer on the spot when impol'tant 
works are being done. It is proposed to 
spend about $56,000 in Essequebo, chiefly 
on new permanent work

1 
and if the tax­

payers' money is not to be wasted to an 
enormous extent it is essential that an 
Engineer should be per·manently on the 
spot while the work is going on. I would 
ask that. if such an oflice1· is appointed he 
should be someone who has knowledge of 
8ea defences. \Vhenever· any �arge sea 
defence works are undet·taken in the 
Colony there is a tremendous leakage of 
roonev, and that work is paid for two or 
three· times over. I do ask that this 
matter should have GoV'ernment's eal'ly 
attention. I believe that t.he work in 

Essequebo is to sta1·t early in January. I 
do hope it will. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Hon. Membe1·s seem 
to have missed the point. There are five 
Engineers besides the Director of Public 
Works. In the old days we had one 
Engineer in Berbice, one in Demerara, one 
in Es'>equebo and the rest in Geo1·getown. 
If there was an emergency, as there is now 
on the East Coast, an Enginee1· was des­
patched to the scene. Is an Enginee1· to 
stand on the spot and become a driver? I 
cannot conceive of an Engineer standing 
up the whole day looking at men working. 
He gives dirnctions and puts his foreman 
in possession of what he wants done, and 
returns to see that it is done. 

Majo1· CRAIG : It is very interesting 
to hear this talk about additional assistance 
because I have been asking for the same 
thing for the last five years. When my 
staff was reduced by fou1· Engineers, the 
Deputy Di1·ector and three assistants the 
expenditure of th.e Department increased. 
It is absolutely impossible to carry on the 
work prcperly and have it well supervised, 
and get value for the money spent unless 
the1·e is an adequate staff. It is absolutely 
impossible for the work we have in hand, 
and especially the heavy sea defence work 
that will be undertaken next year, to be 
canied on as efficiently as J would like 
with the present staff. The Financial 
Commissioners when they were here 
recommended that my staff be reduced 
by the Deputy Directot· and two En­
gineers. They considered that I had 
no use £or a Deputy. 1 thought differ­
ently. I also lost two Assistant Engin­
eers. One has been replaced this year, 
and I was very pleased when the hon. 
Nominated Member brnught up the ques­
tion of the need of one in Essequebo. The 
Dist1·icL Commissioner undoubtedly has 
too much to do as the result of the duties 
attached to the several oflices he holds, 
and it is essential that an Engineer should 
be there. It is a very large area, and 
besides the public roads and buildings 
there is the sea defence problem which must 
be attended to. Work is going to he 
star·ted there which will undoubtedly 
1·equire the whole time of that Engineer, 
and I strongly recommend that the staff 
should have the additional Engineer. 
As a matter of fact it will be considered 
by the Sea Defence Boarcl_in view ot the 
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work being done in Essequebo. If it is 
possible I would ask that 11nother Assistant 
Engineer be added. to the staff of the 
Depat·tment which will help matters con­
sidernbly and permit of the work in Esse­
quebo being carried out under the super­
vision of an Engineer. 

Mr. CANNON : I would like to tell the 
Director the reason why he has found a 
lot of opposition to increasing his staff ·is 
that we were endeavouring to save the 
unfortunate people of the Colony from 
extra taxation, but we h,we been forced to 
rea,lise tlrn,t that state of affair!', no longer 
exists; they are not to be taxed any further, 
and all the monev that is voted now 
is to come from the -Imperial Government. 
Therefore, if the Director al>ks for six 
mo1·e Engineers, provided he is going to 
employ people of the Colony ,is Engineers, 
he will have my support. 

Mr. BRASSTNGTON: I am very ruu;J1 
interested in the remarks of the Director. 
I agree with them, but wlrnt strnck me as 
illuminating w,is his stn.tement tluit the 
Disb-ict Commissioner in Essequebo has 
fa1· too much work to c!o. That just bearR 
out wh,Lt I s,Lid at the opening of the 
Council, that officiiLls cannot, and in ma,ny 
inst1tnces da1·e not give voice to their 
opinions here. I would like to have heard 
the Director say that dur·ing the regime 
of the late Govemor, but I did not heiu 
those remarks then. It wMi one of Sir 
E<lward Denham's pet schemes that Esse­
quebo coul<l be run without 1t11ybody look­
ing tLfLe1· these'things, but now the truth 
has come out. The Di1·et:tor of Public 
·w01·ks never Jet ··us know his opinion as
to why things were not going prnperly in
Essequebo, but we lmve heard it to-day.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I would like to know 
whe1·e these five Engineers al'e stationed 
at the p1•esent time. I do not know if 
they are all cooling thei1· heels in the office 
in Georgetown. 

Major CRAIG: The1·e a1·e two Execu­
tive Engineers, one is in Berbice and 
the other on the West Coast. There 
are two District Engineers, one being 
stationed on the East Co,Lst while the 
other is at present in charge of the sea 
defence work at Nog Eens, while an Asst. 
Engineer is looking after the work in 
Georgetown and the East Bank. Those 
are all tha Enginee1 s I have. 

l\fr. ELEAZAR: Then-there are two on 
the East Coa.st? 

Miijor CRATG: There 11,re two on the 
Ea.st Coast, one in chiuge of the wor·k at 
Nog Eens, which is absolutely essential in 
view of the tLmount of money being spent 
there. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : Where are you going 
to send the other· one you are iLsking fo1· ? 

Major CRAIG : I am going to send him 
to Essequebo. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: r sn't there ,in Engineer 
in Essequebo? 

Major CRAIG: There is not an Enginee1· 
but a District Commissioner. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : The District 
Commissioner in Esl>equebo is what I 
would call a jiick-of-all-trades. He is 
Superinten<lent of Ondemeeruing, Chief 
Commissary and evei:ything, with the 
rnsult that he is undoubtedly u1rnble to do 
it. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : I quite see the reason. 
It is because the1·e Me two Enginee1·s ou 
the .Ea.st Coast, one standing up to see 
people work. One of them should be sent 
to El>8equebo, and the other left to do the 
work on the East Coast. An Engineer is 
required to be at Nog Eens because there 
is not a competent for·eman to do the work. 
A competent foreman is wanted. 

Item passed. 

Item (17)--15 Overseer�, $15,252. 

Mr. DE .AGUIAR: I rise to enquil'e 
whether Govemment has under considera­
tion tho question ••B to whether· these 
Overseers Mhould be placed on the Fixed 
Establishment. I see from this list that 
one Overseer is drawing a salary of $1,560 
per annum, two are receiving $936 each 
and one $1,200. I merely quote the 
figures in order to show that the first-class 
Overseers are enjoying sahu·ies equal to 
those being rlrnwu by C ass II. officers, 
while some of the second-class O\'erseers 
are equivalent to Class III. officers. In

addition to tha.t, if my information is 
correct, some of these Ove1·seet·s have given 
very lengthy se1·vice. One h,LS 25 years, 
another 24 years and another 19 years. 



271 Com?nittee of Sitpply 14 DECEMBER, 1934. Committee of Supply 272 

Having regard to the nature of theit- work 
I think they should have some feeling of 
security. They a1·e in the sa.me position 
as Class II. and Class III. officers, at least 
as regards salary, and thel'e is no reason 
why the question of putt,ing them on the 
Fixed Establishment shoultl not be favour­
ably conside1·ed by Governwent. I know r
will be told that. when these men retire 
they will receive from Government some 
consideration in the shape of a, gratuity, 
but I think it will be agreed that that 
position is very unsatisfoctol'y because 
they will then be subject to the whims of 
the Head of the Depa.rtm,ent 01· a change 
of Government. l the!'efore appeal to 
Your Excellency to give the matter some 
consideration and mete out justice to 
them. 

:M.r. ELEAZAR: I do not know what is 
Your Excellency's view in this matter, but 
I hope you will give us an expression of 
opinion so thitt when the new Gove1·no1· 
comes he will not be able to S}ty that we 
allowed the t,ime to pass. Some people 
who came from Africa conceiv�d the idea 
of a Eurnpean Civil Se1·vice ancl a native 
Civil Service, but that failed because 
we have no Europeans and no natives. 
Government established a Cle1·ical Brnnch 
and intended to make another class 
for these ofliceri;, but that ch�ss has 
not yet been mitde. 'l'he whole thing 
ha.s been broken down but no attempt 
ha.s been made to rebuild. Thero at'e a 
lot of men who are not considered to be 
in this Clericitl Brnnch, for whom nothing·. 
has been done. They ha.ve been denied the 
privileges which they hitherto enjoyed, and 
which they hoped to enjoy when they 
entered the Service. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: { suppose Govem­
ment will go into the whole question. 
Thern seems to be gt·eat, uneasine,ss and 
dissatisfaction in the Service. I would 
suggest to Government that the whole 
matter should be inquired into. There 
ar·e other Departments to be co111,idered 
and the whole Service should be gone into 
a.nd certain decisions arri ve<l at which will 
give ease and satisfaction to ,Lll concernecl. 

Mr. McDA VfD (Colonial 1're,1surer) : 
I would like to remind hon. Memhe1·s who 
have just spoken that the new Pensions 
Ordinance passed in 1933 makes definite 
provision for holders of non-pensionable 

offices of this class. They tu·e eligible for 
pension under certain conditions. If they 
serve for a period over 20 years they are 
eligible for· two-thirds of the pension they 
would have got had they been in a pension­
able office. Their position is quite clearly 
defined and secured by law. That is quite 
definite unrler the law that has 1·ecently 
been passed. 

M1·. DE AGUfAR: I must tlrnnk the 
hon. Member fot· that, but in view of the 
responsibilities of these men being so 
heavy·-they Me responsible to a la1·ge 
extent for Government funds; they have to 
make out weekly w,1ges' lists and are 0!1 

the road all the time-I cannot see why 
they should only be eligible for b".o-thirds 
of the ordinary pension. But that is no 
answer to my question. lVIy roint is that 
by reiLson of the responsible wot·k they do 
they should be placed on the Fixed 
Esta.blishment. 'l'here is such a thing as 
a dissatisfied employee. I join the hon. 
Member fo1· Berbice River in asking Your 
Excellency for an exp1·ession of opinion. 
vVe would like to know whethe1· Govern­
ment has considered the matter, and what 
decision htts been arri vecl at. 

Mi·. vVALCOTT: In this pa1·ticular 
instance I am in entire ,tccord with the 
two previous spe,1kers. In the case of the 
senior Ovel'seers I ce!'t,tinly think t.hey 
at·e 11 class of Government employee who, 
after 20 years of satisfactory service, 
should be entitled to as good pension 
rights as clerks in the Service. I have 
seen the wol'I, of some of these men and 
the energy they expencl, and I certainly 
think thei1· position deserves Your Excel­
lency's attention. I hope it will lmve it. 
I associ,ttc myselt with I.he remarks of the 
two previous spA:tkPrs without m1y fear of 
being taunted hy the Colonial Secretary 
Lh,tL it is ,tn electioneel'ing bogey. 

Ml'. SBAFOH,D: I am in sympathy 
with anything for inneased security fo1· 
Government ernployecR, but I canuot see 
how we cttn single out one Department. 
We have to go thl'ough the 11·hole list of 
ottieel's ; we c.urnot m,Lke distinctions. 

lVII'. ELEAZAlt: I am not asking for 
di�tinc:tion:s. 1'wo years ago Government 
promised that ,mother list would be made 
out. I wrmld like to know how is the 
pension calculated. 
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Mr. McDAVID: The point is that a 
person who holds a non-pensionable office, 
such as these Ove1·seers hold, is eligible for 
a pension. If he has served for ove1· 
20 years that pension is two-thirds of the 
pension he would get had he held a post 
on the Fixed Establishment. It is calcu­
lated on the total years of his se1·vice 
although he is not on the Fixed :Establish­
ment. 

lVIr. DE AGUIAR : Let us assume that 
an Overseer gives 19 years' service ; a new 
Head of the Department gets rid of him. 
He has not qualified fo1· pension but has 
given 19 yea1·s' service to the Government. 
I appeal again to Government to go into 
the matter. 

TnE CHAIRMAN: In regard to this 
matte1· I may say that, as pointed out by 
the Colonial Trea.imrer, the question of 
oliicers on the Unfixed Establishment has 
been under consideration by Government 
for· some years and only recently have we 
been able to al'l'i ve at any decision to 
make them pensionable in any shape 01· 

form. There is a great deal to be said in 
favour of what hon. :Members have said, 
that men who have given faithful se1·vice 
for several years should be given the same 
pension rights 11s other officers, but they 
are very much better off now than they 
were before. I have no doubt that in time, 
its the finances of the Colony improve, the 
position of these officers will also improve. 
At the moment they have something they 
had not before, and hon. Members must be 
prepared to leave it there for the moment. 
Hon. Members' representations will be 
noted and I lmve no doubt it will be pos­
sible to divide these officers again into 
classes so that afteL" certain good service, 
on the recommendation of the Head of the 
Department, they may fall into ,1 higher 
category which may be equal to the Fixed 
Establishment. 'l'hey are definitely in a 
position they were not in before in regarJ 
to their pensionable L"ights after serving tt 
certain number of years. 

PURE ,v ATER SUPPLY ScHE!IE, 

Item 3-Drilling new ·wells and 1·eco11,­
ditioning old Wells, $22,400. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I had intended 

tablino a question in regard to this item.
� 

� 

A promise was made by Government some 
years ago, when the whole question of a 

pure water supply was debated in this 
Council, that all parts of the Colony we1·e 
going to have these wells, and that stand­
pipes would be put up along the roads. 
That was several years ago. May I ask 
Government when Essequebo may expect 
a start to be made with its pure water 
supply scheme? Every other part of the 
Colony has had attention. I believe 
W akenaam and Leguan are to have it, but 
I do not know how long we a1·e to wait for 
it. I would like to hear from Government 
when Essequebo may expect the well­
boring plant to ope1·ate thel'e, and a 
genuine effort made to hiy down the pipes 
in order to give the people a pure water 
supply. 

Mt·. LUCKHOO: On your recent visit 
to the Corentyne Coast Your Excellency 
saw the condition of some of those wells. 
The phint is now opernting. at Rosignol 
and I hope it will be taken ac1·0,is the 
river to recondition the wells on the 
Corentyne Coast. During the drought the 
people on that Coast had a very trying 
tillle as they a1·e dependent in a hu·ge 
measure on wate1· from those wells. 

Mr. SEAFORD : I believe the rig is at 
pl'esent on its way to the Co1·entyne Coast. 
All the wells on the sugar estates will be 
reconditioned, and a very large numbe1· of 
people in t-he district will get the benefit 
at the expense of the sugar estates. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I ask, sir, that the 
plant be sent to Siste1·s village which i» a 
little less than eight miles from New 
Ami;terdam. 

The Committee adjoul'lle<l for the 
luncheon recess. 

Mr. ELEAZAR . resuming) : J under­
stand that the well at Sisters village, East 
Bank, Be1·bice L"iver, has ceased to flow, 
or has not ve1·y long to go. J would be 
glad if the Director could see his way 
to give some ,ittention to reconditioning 
that well. ·w ate1· is very scitrce in the 
district, and now that the well is ce1tsing 
to flow it is causing great anxiety. 

·with yoar permis,;ion, sir, I would likP 

to refe1· to some of the public buildings in 
Herbice. They have been in it very bad 
state of repair for the la.st three years. 
Two years ago I was told here that they 
were going to be looked after, and that a 
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start would be m\lde on the Col'entyne. In 
the meantime unemployment is. riEe in New 
Amster<la:111, I very often look thl'ough 
the window and see men idling; they can ge� 
no woikto do. fa ·Georgetown thel'a is a 
very much hu·gel' populati0n. I arn told 
that 52 cents per day is b::!ing piiid to the 
lahourel's at N og Eens, and th·it Govern­
ment is not getting value fol' it. I ask 
that when Government is going to start 
relief wol'I, it should remembeL' that New 
Amsterd,un is on the map · of British 
Guiana, Thie' Hospital wants painting and 
seveL·al buildings are out of orde1·. 

Mi·. LUCKHOO: On the next page 
there is a large surn put down for main­
tenance of public buildings. I hope that 
steps will be taken to arrange that these 
wor·ks in the Counties ,.re C[ttTied out at 
the s,u)'.le time so as to relieve unemploy­
ment in those Counties at the same time. 
Some of the Government buildings are in 
a shqckingly dilapidated condition. 

Tm: CHAIRMAN : I must ask hon. 
Members to confine theit· remarks to the 
· item under corniidet'ation. rt will save
the time of the Council.

Item 2-Well Drillers, $5,880. 

.Mr. DE AGUIAR: I would like to 
know whether there i, any speciitl arrnnge­
mPnt regarding the eraployment of these 
deillers. I see there is an explana.tory 
note with respect to the a�lditioual well 
drille1· fol' 1935. It 8ays: "One driller 
is employed in drilling wells on private 
prnperties the cost of which, includ­
ing the driller's s,ilary, is met by 
the p1·11p1·ietors." 1'ha,t ma,y be true 
in respect of 1934, but I aiu asking 
whether there is any 8peeial a,rrangement for 
1935. If there is no speci,il inTangement 
between this Government and the d1·ille1· 
we l),t'e going to be told next 'yea!' that he 
h!!8 given satisfactoey service a,nd it is 
peoposed -to employ him ag,iin. By thttt 
time we would not have any money coming 
from private pl'Oprietol'.�. 

Mr. BRASSING'fON : B�fore the 
_adjournment I asked for certa.irJ infonna-
tion. 

Major CRAIG: With ·reference to the 
hon. lVIembel"s inquit'Y lL!l to the drilling 
of wells in Essequebo r ·do not think it 
will be possible to dl'il! any in 1935 owing 

to the necessity fo1· keeping the rigs within 
as small an area as possible so as to avo�d 
long tr·avelliug by the engineet· iu charge 
of the work. There are two rigs drilling 
the Government wells, one is at Rosignql 
and the other near· �ahaica at the moment, 
and these will be used foL' d1·illing the wells 
which are included in the item of $22,400. 
It is anticipated that four 01· fi,ve wells 
will be drilled for that sum. That is all 
the money available at the moment. 
The wells fo1· which private funds will 
be provided will be looked afte1· 
under the supervision of the Resident 
Engineer by the d1·illeL· who has been 
engaged on contrnct for that pai'ticular 
purpose, and when the private wells are 
completed those drillers' services will be 
dispensed with unless we find more inoney 
and can utilise the rigs we have at our 
disposal. It would be entirely up to the 
Council to vote money required for addi­
tional wells in Essequebo or in Berbice. 

Mr. BRASS1NGTON: Essequebo com­
pt'ises vVakenaam, Leguan and the Coast. 
I have not heard where it is intended to 
sta1·t drilling when the plant reaches 
Essequebo. It will get there next yeae. 
Is a start going to be made in 1936 on the 
Coast or on one of the islands? 

Major CRAIG : In all probability a 
start will be made on the Essequebo Coast. 
That will not be definitely decided until 
late in 1935 when we see the position of 
the rigs. When the rig has completed 
operations on this side work will be stai·ted 
in Essequebo. 

Item passed. 

PUBLIC vVORKS-ANNUALLY RBCURREN'l'. 

Item l-Maintcmance n.nd Recondition­
ing of Public Buildings, $74,300. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: This is the item 
under which I wish to refer to the relief 
of unemployrnent in the County. A good 
many of the public buildings are in a very 
bad condition and require repairs and 
painting. It seems very false economy to 

allow them to go from bad to worse. 1f 
proper attention was paid to them from 
time to time such a large sum would not 
be required to put them in ordet'. A 
stitch-in-time policy should have been 
adopted. I am glad to see that it sum has 
been set aside, and I think it will be of 
great assistance to artisans and workmep 
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living in those at·eas. I hope there will be 
no necessity to b1·ing reinfo1·cements from 
other piuts of the Colony to do work in 
the County. That is ,i complaint that has 
been ma.de to me; it causes great dissatis­
faction. I tim glad to hear the Director 

should ihst receive considerntion in the 
expenditure of this money. (Laughter). 

of Public Works say that the men 
employed will be men resident in the 
County. I congratulate Government on 
vutting this item on the Estimate. The 
1V.fo.haicony Police Station is in a disgrace­
ful condition and I complimen5 Govern­
ment on taking the matter in hand. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I wish to emphasise 
that Government should advise the Direc­
tor of Public \Vork!;, who in turn should 
1tdvise his Clerk of ·works in Berbice, 1.,o 
engage the men on the spot. They should 
not come from any othe1· part of the 
Colony unless they cannot be got in Ber­
bice, and you can get the best men for 
anything you want in Be1·bice. (Laughter). 
I told Sir Cecil Rodwell that, and there is 
the New Amste1·dam Hospital as a monu­
ment. There was only 0110 man from 
Demerara who worked on it. 

Mr. CANNOK: I wish to congratulate 
Government on trying to put those build­
ings in 01·der. The Police buildings are 
falling down, the steps, windows and every­
thing are in a dilapidated condition. The 
Hospital is the sitme, and the building in 
which the doctors are housed is a disgrace 
to any country. I would suggest to the 
Director of Public ·works thitt unless the 
men are capable of doing the work it 
should not be given to them. The Law 
Courts building has just been p11inted and 
look at its condition to-day. I do not know 
whether it is the material that is responsi­
ble. 'l'he Public Buildings have not been 
very Jong done and they are as shabby as 
ever. While the money is being spent let us 
!!pend it to the best adva11L,Lge. I do not 
think a thousand dollars ahove what was 
"/oted laet year will meet the case. A 
much la1·ger sum will have my honest 
�upport. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I also JOlll in 
the appeal that the work should be given 
to the men in the district. I can assure 
the Director that we have capable men 
enough to do any public work. Most of 
the buildings have been built by men in 
Berbice. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I would like to sound 
a note of warning. There is an increase of 
expenditure well ove1· $100,000. The work 
to be done is 75 per cent. more th11n fast 
year. fs the Di1·ector of Public Works 
sure he htLS sufl:icient stiiff to supervise 
thi1t work? 

Majo1· CRAIG: Tlmt ir; the point I WM1 

trying to stress e11rlie1· in the d,\y, but it 
appears I shall h,ive to cttn·y on 11s I h,we 
done for the past five years. ·with regard 
to putting Berl.iicians on work in Berbice 
that has been my prnctice ever since 
I have been here. We have heard re­
fernnce to the men who built those 
buildings. I am afraid that old car­
penters and painters are not like old 
soldiers who ne\'et· die. Most of the good 
old men are dead, but there are quite a 
number of good men a.live and ready and 
willing to work, and my instructions to 
my Engineers are that when any work is 
being executed it should be given to those 
men who live in the district who are 
capable of doing it. 

Dr. HENDERSON: I would like to 
urge that the New Amsterdam Hospital 

There is one thing I would point 
out in reg>LL·d to the condition of 
Government buil<lmgs. They do not 
please me at a.11, for the very good reason 
th,it $38,000 is all the money I have ha<l 
each year fol' the last five years. 'fhn.t 
represents li pel' cent. of the ciipitalised 
value of Government pl'ope1·ties, 1\nd I think 
n,nyone who owns pr·opel'ty will realise 
that that is not sufticient tQ ket>p any 
building in anything like good condition. 
Therefol'e the cha1·ge of the buildings being 
in bad condition cannot be laid at the door· 
of the Public ·works Department. T am 
very glad to see nn additional $30,000 on 
those monies l'efel'red to by the hon. 
Nominated Membel', which 1·epresents more 
or less the monies provided for relief wo1·ks 
in the past years, and those works 
have been canied on in addition to 
the other wo1·k of the Department 
wit,hout any inc1·ease of staff. I do 
honestly think and submit that addi­
tional supervision is required. In additjon 
there are quite a number of other build .. 
ings that are down fo1· very considerable 
repafrs which will, I think, provide a con­
siderable amount of employment in the 
various di1,tricts. 

Item passed. 
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ROADS, RIVERS, CnER1cs AND POR'l'AGES. 

Item I-Main Tioacls and Bridges, 
$4:7,500. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I have been asking 
for the last three or four vears for some 
attention to the road at ith,ica on the 
West Bank of the Berbice River. 1 think 
it would cost about $2,000 to put it in 
order. The fou1· miles of road if looked 
after would libernte a considerable area 
of good land tlu1t could be used for rice 
planting and for the cul ti vat ion of other 
produce. With a small sum spent on the 
road the1·e is the possibility of h,wing 
many acres of cultiv,Lble land beneficially 
occupied and at the same time relieving 
unemployment in the district. I ask the 
Dit-ectoi· of Public Worki; if he did not 
think of it before to d,, so now. 

l\fr. LUCKHOO: I wi:;lt to support the 
remarks ma<le by the liou. .Member for 
Be1·bice River. Government should be 
congt·atu'lated ou having made a substantiiLl 
increase on this particular vote. On 
account of the increased trat:lic in the 
Corentyne district the roads have got into 
a shocking condition, and representations 
have been made through the Berbice 
Chamber of Co[)lmerce to Govemment on 
the subject. I am glad that Government 
has at last undertaken to provide the 
wherewithal to carry out the necess,u·y 
impl'Ovement,s. It has been brought to 
my notice- I do not vouch for it-that 
heaps of earth have been burnt by certa.in 
people hut the Public \Vol'ks Department 
has not taken them over. If tlmt is so it 
is a great hardship on those people, and I 
hope the Department will take the burnt 
eal'th from them. 'l'he ItlnL(:!t l'oa.d is 
used by the three esttites 011 the Corentync 
Cofist as well as by a large 11u111ber of 
people, and I hope the iLmount will be 
sufficient tc, put it in ordl�I'. 

Mr. SEAFORD: As reg,mJs the 1n.ttter 
of burnt earth I do not know wlmt h,i.p­
pened in Berbice, but I know tlHit. people 
burn ea1·th without instl'uctions, hoping 
that it would be ta.ken over. The mernhers 
of the Berbice Ch1,mber of Commerce 
were very grnve over the condition of the 
Corentyue road which they sa.y is the 
worst in the Colony. [ uskecl the Presi­
dent if he hud tnivelled on the Ettst Coast 
and the East Bank but he would not 
answe1·. 

lVI1·. ELEAZAR : When money is iwail­
able Government always takes ove1· the 
burnt ea1·th. \Vithin this bst year the 
man in question had to bum earth at 
several points and to deal with different 
people. When he got a little money he 
paid the people at one point, and those at 
the�other spot,s began to storm hiru. 

T tern passed. 

Bc1·bictJ District -

Item 3-Clearing Rivers and Ci-eeks, 
$2,680. 

.Mt·. ELEAZAR:· There is a, bit of fore­
shorn 11ea1· the New Amsterdam Abattoi1· 
which is overgt·ow11 with bush and rushing 
mosquitoes into New Amsterdam, but 
since 1932 Government Juts neglected to 
cle,Lt' it It n::1qui1·es the miserable pit­
tuuce uf about $200 to do the work, and 
if the Public \Yorks Department cannot 
do it the New Amsterdam Town Council 
will do it. The Council has cleared its 
bit of foreshore. 

1,�seqibebo ])i�trict-

Item l:&-Clearing Rivers and Creeks, 
$2,200. 

.Mr. BRASSINGTON: The explanatory 
note says : "Increase necessary to co,·e1· 
cost of extensive repait·s to a lock." I 
would ask the Directot· of Public Wot·ks 
to inform this Council how much of this 
sum of $2,200 is required for cleaning the 
·c1·eeks 1 aud how mnch for repitirs to the
lock. I bwe not the faintest idea of
whe1·e the lock is.

Majo1· CRAIG: The actual allocation 
to the v,uious creeks, includiug the 
Alrnw,Lini, hus not been <lecided upon, but 
the lock referred to i:; thP. H.ed Lock ou 
the A1111.1 Regina wa.terpath, which l1its 
hcen very bad for some time and requires 
extensive overlmul. I do not think the 
money is suliicieut to clear the creeks from 
b,Lnk ·to bank, but we have to do the best 
we can. 

l\fr. BRASS [NG TON : Seveml years 
tLgo I drew the attention of the G ovem­
ment to the numerous complaints I bad 
received iu regard to the cleaning of the 
Ak,Lwaini creek and other creeks in the 
Essequebo 1·iver. I communicated with 
the Director -of Pul)lic Works and [ got 



281 Corn:m�itee of Supp1y 14 DECEMBER, 1934. Committee of Sup1/f,y 282 

the usual reply--insufficient money. The 
Akawaini creek could not be .cleaned to its 
full length. As regards the money to be 
spent on the Red Lock, I happen to know 
a grea.t deal about both locks, the Chinese 
Lot;k and the Red Lock, because I managed 
Arnrn Hegina for a number of years, and I 
am surprised to learn th,it the Red Lock 
need;; repair ,igain. Only a few years ago 
a large sum of money w,is spent on it. 
Tho Chinese Lock used to bP a wooden 
lot;]<. The Red Lock is made of iron 
witli woode1; uprights. I would like to 
·have some information about it.

.Mr. DE AGUJAR: I am ,inrnsed at Guv­
ernment's form of accounting. A thouand 
dolbr::i is to be spent at Anna Regina aud 
tlmt is included under this Head. I think 
we shoul<l have been told all about it under 
the expenditure in connection with the Anna, 
Regin:.L Sc;heme. It seems to me thaL is . 
another form of ,u;t;ounting we will have 
to iuquit·e into. It should be ,i direct 
charge a,gainst the working of Ann:.L 
Regina, 

Mr. BRA.8SINGTON: I must ask tlrnt 
I b,i :;upplied with some. information iu 
reg,u·d to what is going to be done to this 
loc;k, and wha.t portion of the money is 
goiug to be spent iu repairing it. I would 
also like to know wlien the lock was last 
rep,1,ired and the sum of money spent 011 it. 

, .Major CRAIG: I would be only too 
_plclLsed to give the fullest _information in 
reg::u-d to when the lock was last repaired. 
As far as my memory serves me I have 
not �een it for ,ibout seven months, but 011 

the l tLst oct;,ision I saw it the <loors were 
in ,1 ve1·v bad condition. I think it is a 
question "ol replacing the doors and the 
wooden uprights. I will give the fullest 
iafonrn1,tion: ,ts t·eg,-Ll'ds the lock ,-nd the 
distribution of the money with respect to 
the. cle,rning of rivers and creeks. The 
lock has nothing to do with Auna �teg_i1rn 
11s the hon. Member sugge:,;ted. It i:; a, 
common waterpath. 

Item passed._·, 

SE.-\ DgFENCES. 
Item 1-Es�el[uebo Districts, Nos. 1 

,Llld 2, $5,953. 

lVIr. BRA.SSINGTON : I do not know 
whe.ther this.is an appropriate time for 

me to speak on the sea defences in Esse­
quebo. 

THE CHAIRMAN: It i,, quite the 
correct itmu on which to make iiny refer­
ences to sea defenc;es. 

.Mr. BRASSINGTON : I am not going 
to take up much time hecause I have fre­
l[Uently and consistently urged on the 
Government that the people in Esseqtiebo 
are unable to bear the sea defence rates. 
The position of the people on the Esse­
quebo Coast is greatly aggravated by the 
fact that they have to pay heavy drainage 
and irrigation 11ssessments. Y out· Bxcel­
lenc y recently visited the Coast and I am 
sure you will admit that you took great 
pains to get ,ill the information a11d Io see 
everything you pussiuly c;uuld with regard 
to the economic position of the Cm,st. I 
am sure Your Ext;eJle>ncv will ad ruit tlrnt 
you cuuld 110t help bei-;1g struck with the 
misernble mid deplorable condition of most 
of the people there in regtu-d to uueruploy­
ment. I would like to hear to-day, if 
possible, wluLt is going to Le the polic;y of 
the G overnm!:'11 t in reg,Lrd to the Esse­
quebo C%st. 

A_ poi1tt Government would do well to 
bear in mind is th,Lt up to two ye,u·s ago 
th<:: se,L defences of the Colony, after many 
years of a.gitation 011 behalf of the landed 
proprietors on the coastla11ds, was made a 
coloni,il question. Now conditions ,ire 
v,istly different on the Essequebo Coast 
because in addition thet·e is the -irrigation 
aud drninage sdieme which waR put on the 
people 12 ye,u·s ago, a11cl it is impossible 
for them to p,Ly both irrigation and d1·ain­
age aud Rea, defence rates. [ would urge 
that Government should not attempt to 
eullect se.L defenee rntes on the Essequebo 
Coa8t and in \V,tl,enaa.m ,tnd Legu,u1. It 
is all very \\"ell for those who a1·e not suffer­
ing-the brger interests on the E,tst and 
\\T P-st Co1Lsts of Demernra-to say : " vVhy 
should Essequebo have remi�ted these sea 
defence rntes ,ind- ,,,e 011 the East and West 
Coasts of Demet•,im have to p,ty a lte,wier 
assesstuent?" .My answer to that is that 
those people on the East and vVest Coasts 
a.re in a fat· better position. I would not 
s,Ly tl,at even they are able to meet their 
sea defe1we assessments without consider­
able anxietv ,ts to what it will mean in the 
financial bill of their properties, bu-t let us 
be just, and for the s:i.ke of ,i few thow,and 
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dollal's do not create absolute desolation 
down there. 

The whole trouble to my mind is that 
the Essequebo .Coast is so far distant from 
the seat of Govemment. If the Essequebo 
Coast had been a few miles either t,o the 
east Ol' west of the City of Georgetown 
most fitting and palpable evidenee of the 
terrible st,Lte of affairs thern would have 
been seen, and steps would have been ta,ken 
to alleviate the distress, but E'lsequebo is 
many miles distant and very few people 
evet· see it. Most people in Dem­
erara hardly know that such a place as 
Essequebo exists. For me it will not 
mean starvation, misery and disl:;ress if 
the interests I have in Essequebo have 
to p!Lj' 8ea �efence rates, but I am appeal­
ing for the owners of rice e;;tates and the 
people generally. Do not crush them with 
the double bul'den of drainage and irL"iga,­
tion rates and sea defence rates. People 
have purchased properties and invested 
money with the idea that the se,1 defences 
would be a colonial question for all time, 
but suddenly on the top of all this misery 
they are told they will have to pay theil' 
sea· defence rates by the 15th of this 
mouth otherwise their propet·ties will be 
levied on. As long as I have breath and 
strength, and ,ts long as I ,101 a Member of 
the Council I will regulady and persist­
ently-although it might fall on deaf ears 
-try to do my duty to the people in
Essequebo and, if possible, bt-ing to bear
on the Government a, sense of responsi­
bility.

I am in favour of bringing Assyrians to 
this Colony, but if the Home Government 
can find money to &pend on people whom I 
may t,erm strangers surPly they can find 
money to enable this Government to remit 
a few thousand dollars to the unfor·tunate 
people in Essequebo. The Imperial Gov­
ernment will probably be spending millions 
of pounds to bring those Assyrians here, 
but they cannot afford to remit a few 
thousand d0Ila1·s to 19,000 or 20·,000 
inhabitants of E&sequebo. If Government 
does not give some rueasure of help to the 
people in Essequebo it will show that either 
the local Government or the Colonial Office 
is callous of the needs and requirements of 
the peorle there. I appeal not only to the 
Government but to my brother Electives. 
I ;;peak feelingly on the subject. I have 
known the Essequebo Coast for 40 years 

and it would move the hea1·t of anybody to 
see the eondition of those unfortunate 
people and the way they arn being looked 
after. I can say no more, sit·, I do hope 
that Your Excellency will give orders 
that the payment of these sea defence 
rates that are due now be suspended for 
such time as the people there may be able 
to find some portion of it if not all. Do 
not-turn them on the road. 

lVIr. CANNON: I am not at all sur­
prised to· hear the speech of the hon. 
Member. He has indicated just what I 
expected would be the position. I have 
said so in this chamber before. It is not 
only going to be Essequebo but the whole 
Colony. It may not come before Your 
Excellency leaves us but I venture to tell 
you that you will hear of it afte1' you have 
gone. I said earlier in the day that I had 
the necessity to visit the Essequebo Coast 
quite recently, and I am satisfied that 
unless thi;; GovernmenL does something 
for those people it will be a terrible blot 
on the Administrntion of the Colony. I 
know that I am going to be told that I 
have sewerage on the brnin and I am 
beginning to believe it. The people in 
Essequebo are in exactly the same position 
as those in Georgetown; they are unable 
to pa.y their rates. All I have to ask you, 
sir, is to beM in mind what the hon. 
Member has told you. I£ Your Excellency 
is not aware of the position I suggest that 
you get in touch with the people aud see 
their position before you deprive them of 
their homes. It is a very sad state of 
affairs. I speak feelingly because 1 have 
had this matter under my personal obser­
vat,ion in Georgetown. Although I have 
nothing to do and am not allowed to say 
anything about another constituency I 
think it my duty to throw in my lot with 
the hon. Membet· and ask Your Excellency 
to give the matter your earnest atLention. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I think I have to 
throw in my quota. "When any portion 
of the Colony made application to Sir 
Edward Denham for relief he promptly 
suspended the payment of rates with Your 
Excellency's assistance. It was pointed 
out that they were unable to meet their 
obligations and they were given the oppor­
tunity to make payment in instalments. 
Some of the instalments are still due. If 
the people of Essequebo can make out a 
good case I think Government will not 
press them to the exl;ent - of their• losing· 
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their holdings. When the Commission 
has put the whole position before Govem­
ment, I am sure that Government will do 
for them what it has done fot· the people 
of Berbice. The hon. JVIembet· fot· West­
ern Essequebo has made ,L very telling 
speech. Apparently he has been down to 
the district recently. There was a syndi­
cate waiting to buy the people's proper-­
ties, and although Government was a,7a,t·e 
of that it did not press them. 

Ml'. BRASSINGTON: I made one great 
omission in my speech and tlmt is that 
this representation to the Government 
about Essequebo has been going on for 
several years. I ,n-ote letters to Sit· 
Edward Denham and saw him, but all I 
got w,,s "soft soap." It is adion that is 
required, prnmpt action. I am sure that 
if it lay with you, sir, the position in 
Essequebo would very soon be remedied. 
I say that with every sincerity. Sympathy 
will not help the people in Es:-;cquebo ; we 
want action. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: One hon. Member 
has pointed out that the position in Esse­
quebo in regard to sea defence rntes is not 
peculiar to that district. I remernbet· 
when the Ordinance was put before this 
Council represenbtions were made rega1·d­
ing the position of the snuLll proprietors, 
particularly the rice est1Lte owners, itnd I 
think :1t the time it was ngrned that the 
assessment of those properties would be 
half of the existing rntes of other est:Ltes. 
Experience has taught us that as the result 
of increased works the amount that is now 
being levied against those estates is more 
than they can reasonably carry. 1 was 
speaking with one of the proprietors in 
Essequebo not mn.ny days ago and he di!:i­
missed the subject with such an ait· of 
disgust by saying: "vVhat can you expect 
me to do when before I can cultivate 
one bed of rice land on my estate 
the tax against that estate is $1,200 a 
year?" In fairness to Government I ought 
to say that th1,t charge was not only for 
sea defence rates, but he was referring to 
the various fancy charges, irrigation, 
drainage and sea defences. I think it will 
be admitted that that is a heavy charge 
fot· one estate to cany. In East Demer­
ara the position is the same. The people 
there are umLble to meet their obligations. 
It seems to me that if they are levied upon 
great hardship would be cre:Lted. 

Dr. SINGH: [ desire to join in the 
appeal that the people be given an exten­
sion of time to pay their rntes. 

THE CHAIR.MAN : I h:1ve listened with 
mixed feeling$ to the various pleading 
speeches made with regard to the people 
who owe sea defence rates, but I can say 
there is nothing to be done for it; those 
rates must be paid. We cannot allow in 
respect of the sea defence rates the 
aceumulation of arrears that has taken 
plaee with regard to other mtes. That is 
the ditfic.mlty the people are in ; they are 
now finding it difficult to pay. The sea 
defence rate is a very small one, and if 
people cannot afford to pay for the pro­
tection of their property they should not 
own· prnpel'ty. [ am full of sympa,thy fo1: 
some districts, but in re,pect of the seit 
defence rates they must pay. 'rhey Me 
very small, but if they are allowed to 
accumulate they will become very large. 
The prop1·ietot·s must 1•emembet· that if 
they had kept up theit· payments they would 
not have found themselves in the position 
they are now. The same thing applies now, 
I am afraid, to everything in this Colony. 
Everybody thinks that if they owe Govern -
ment money they need not p,1y. The 
sooner people realise that that is not the 
case the sooner would they find themselves 
in a bettei· position than they arn now. 

Item passed. 

Item 5-East Co:1st Dememra Districts, 
Nos. 6 and 7, $25,828. 

lVIr. ·w ALCOTT : AfLer heM·ing the 
remat·ks and supplications made by the 
previous speakers in connection with Esse­
quebo I think it necessary for me to say 
that I do uot think it is altogethet· fair 
for Government to suggest that the sm,,llet· 
proprietors in every instance, 01· in ruost 
cases, ha,ve allowed their rates to accuurn­
htte. In the case of East Demerara there 
were 110 sea defence rates until htst year, 
and it was only towiu·ds the end of last 
yea1· that those rntes were brought in. 
The result was tlrnt the people we1·e prnc­
tically asked to pay two ye11t·s' rntes in one. 
Your Excellen(!y must remember that we 
had floods in this Colony in t,he early part 
of last ye,11· and that the people suffered 
severely. I think Government is wanting 
in a tme sense of responsibility and sym­
pathy with those small proprietors if it is 
going to press them to pay their rates 
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which they cannot pay at the present 
moment. 

We can afford to borrow $384-,000 
from the Imperial Government to do 
all kinds of elaborate public works. 
·we are taking that quite nicely, I think,
at the p1·esent time, but if Government is
trying to get part of the money that is
necessary to emb,Lrk on those special works
by levying on people's properties then I
think the sooner we recommitted the esti­
mates of cet·tain Departments and reduced
them the better. It is rnvolting to me to
sit here and heat· Government sav that
these people must pay when Gove;nment
must know that they have suffered and
that they cannot afford to pay. If the
people do what they should do they woulcl
let Government t,ake chat·ge of thefr proper­
ties and run them, ,ind they would see the
immense profit that would be made on
them. vVe have an example in the Bush
Lot Scheme where the people have had all
kinds of facilities from the Government in
the way of flood relief and yet they ca._nnot
make two ends meet. If it is Govern­
ment's intention to do what Your Excel­
lency has siiid, that is to levy on those
poor p�ople, it would be the greatest dis­
gt·ace that has ever been known in this
Colony.

. .M:r. CANNON: I wish to heal'tilv 
endot·Re whiit the hon. Nominated .Membe·r 
has said. If it had come from the Elec­
tive side of the House it might have been 
ti·eated as though we were angling for a 
return to our seats next ye,�r, but the hon. 
Nominated Member is uot in th,tt p •sition. 
I congratuhtte him and endorse his rnma1 k 
tha.t it is a disgrace. I reg1·et exceedingly 
that the statement that the people must 
pa.y should have fallen from Your Excel­
lency's lips. I say it and I mean it. 

Item passed. 

Item 8-Villag�s, $10,018. 

l\fr. WALCOTT : I take it that these 
amounts to be voted here are for the 
villages to pay, or does the Government 
pay the villages' assessments? 

THE CHAIR.MAN: Yes. 

Mr. WALCOTT : If the Government 
thinks it necessary to allow. the villageii 
to be let off the payment of sea defence 

rates surely Government must realise that 
the case of the small proprietors is in­
finitely more worthy of consideration. 

Mr. BRASSJNGTON: Your Excellency 
very rightly allowed an item to be recom­
mitted yesterday and I had hoped that I 
would not have found it necessary to have 
recourse to what I am going to propose 
now. If you will allow me I will move 
that the entire items under this Head to­
talling $66,828 be recommitted, and that 
they be deleted from the Estimate. I 
hope my motion will find a seconder 
because I would like it to be put to the 
vote in order to see how manv .M:embers 
of the Council have got a heart: 

THE CHAIRMAN: I think the hon. 
Member has mistaken the position. These 
are Government's contributions towards 
sea defences. If he deletes these items 
there will be no contributions made by 
Government. 

:M;t·. BRASSINGTON : I think it was the 
hon. Member for Georgetown North who 
suggested that we should pass all these 
estimates en bloc as the Colonial Office is 
going to foot the bill. I do not know in 
what way I can bring to the ears of Gov­
ernment the necessity of doing something 
in this matter of sea defences. I would go 
further. I know you have made represen­
tations in regard · to the sea defence 
problem m1<l the drninage and irrigation 
charges, and I believe you have done all in 
you1· power. Am I to under.�tand-I hope 
it will reach the ea.1·s of that omnipotent 
person, the Secretary of State-that the 
British people do not intend to do anything 
for the people of this Colony? They can 
aftot·<l to vote £50,000,000 fot· the beet 
industry and to spend millions of pounds 
to improve the housing conditions of the 
people in England. Are we part of the 
British Empire? We are always hearing 
that we a.re a part of the British Empire 
and of Lhe great regard and everything 
else they have for us. 1'he Colonial 
Secretary in his Buclget speech told us of 
thei1· gr·eat conccm and sympathy, but what 
are they doing for this Colony? I do not 
see. Their showing is indifferent. I feel 
t,he injustice of the position of the people 
in this Colony. We are being treated in 
the most callous manne1·. 

Mr. CANNON: May I ask what the 
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hon. Member has moved the deletion of ?
I take it that a seconder· is not necess1u·y. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : I admit that in 
the agitation that I feel over thi£ mat­
ter'.:_1 feel it deeply-I forgot at the 
moment that these were Government's 
contributions. I had in mind the sum 
which the sugar estates of the Colony 
generally have to find. It has however 
given me the opportunity of s1Lying what I 
long wanted to refer to-the indiffel'ence 
of the British Government to this Colony. 

Mr. CANNON: There is nothing that 
the hon. Member has said that I am not 
heartily in agreement with. We are 
looked upon as a down-trodden po1·tion of 
the Empil'e. In view of . what Your 
Excellency has said I can assul'e you that it 
makes me feel that if we only luid Mem­
bers sitting around this table with a little 
bit of "guts " we would retil'e gracefully 
and leave Yout· Excellency to carry on. 

Item passed. 

Ro.ms AND BRIDGES-EXTRAORDINARY. 

Redecking Canje Bridge and concrete 
approach-

Major CRAIG: There will be a ha.lance 
of $1,000 on this item at the end of the 
ye�i.r. I ask that it be revoted for 1935 
to complete the work in hand. The sum 
voted for this year is $-!,500. I move the 
insertion of $1,000. 

Item ,Lgreed to. 

Item I-Extensive repairs to pile pro­
tections around Pier of Swing Span, Canje 
Creek Bridge, Berbice, $2,000. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I would like to 
bring to the notice of Ute Director the 
concrete eulvert twross the road at Rosig 
nol which is in a very bad condition. It 
was badly put clown and ,1ffords no drain­
age at ,111 even to house lots. T think it 
requires reconst1·uction. 

.Majoi· CRAl.G: I will make inquiries 
fLnd I will be able to remedy tlmt under 
M11inte1rnnce. 

· Item passed.

Item 2-Eeection of a new bl'idge across
the Iteribisci Creek, Essequebo, $10,000. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : The explanatot·y 
note says : " The beams of the existing 
bridge fLt·e decayed and would be expensive 
to renew. Rebuilding on conci·ete piles 
with wooden decking is recommended. 
Estimated for 1934, but not carried.out as 
priority had to be given to reconstrnction 
of M"alrnica Bridge." If there is one thing 
I remember at the last Annu,11 Session is 
the promise that was given by Govern­
ment that the woek on this bridge would 
be started immediately in the new JeaT. 
Money was voted to be spent this year. 
Unemployment is rife in Essequebo and 
a considei·able porLion of this money, 
probably 50 per cent. of it, will go in 
labour. It wuuld be the means of helping 
some of the people, but nothing is done. 
Government said the bridge was in. a m·ost 
dangerous condition. Is this postpone­
ment of woi·k in Essequebo to go on in­
definitely? When may I and the people in 
Essequebo expect a start to be made on 
th-is bridge ? 

THE CHAIRMAN: The work will be 
started as early t1s possible in the new 
year. 

Major CRAIG: The hon. Member was 
told that the work on the bridge. would 
be started eal'ly in the year, but t.hat was 
before the floods ci1me which necessitated 
the work which haR been given priority. 
As a matter of fact the work had been 
starred bec,1use [ had g,1theeed a consider­
able amount or stone to pt·oc<:!ed with it. 
The will was there but the money w,1s 
withdrawn. 

I tern 3-Reconstruction of J.Vfolmica 
Creek Bridge, E:c1st Demenm1; $10,000. 

l\fr. DE AGUIAR: Will $20,000 be 
spent on this bridge? I obsei·ve th'l.t 
$10,000 was voted for this year. 

Majoi· CRA 1 G : That is the estimate 
for the bl'idge. Anothei· $10,000 is 
required for the put·pose of supplying 
materials and htbour in the Colony. 

Item passed . 

PUBLIC ,v onKs-Ex·rRAORDINARY. 

Item I-Recondit.ioning " Chaplain's" 
Quarters as residence for an Assi.qtant 
Com,ervator of For,•sts, $4-,500. 

Mr. BRASSING TON : I move that this 



-, 291 Committee of Supply 14 DEc1rno�:a, \ 934. Committee of Supply 292

item be struck out. The people in Esse­
quebo cannot be assisted, yet Government 
can affot·d to spend $4,500 in this way. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR : I support that 
motion. I suggest that $4,500 can be more 
beneficially used. We do not want an 
Assistant Conservator of Forests. Gov­
ernment might spend that money some-

• where else, not at Mazaruni.
.-

Mr. ELEAZAR : Has the officer been
appointed'? If he has not I will ask Gov­
ernment to withdr:1w the item.

Mr. WOOD (Conservator of Forests): 
This officer is the senior Assistant Con­
servator of Forests. There are no quarte1·s 
for him and at present he is staying at my 
house because he has nowhere else to live. 

, �y house is not a boarding house for my 
subordinates. I think the people of South 
East Essequebo are labouring _under a dis­
advantage at the moment. The Member 
has just been elected but he has not yet 
taken his seat, and the result is that per­
haps as Chairman of Bartica, I might point 
out that there is, I might say, a noticeable 
scramble by hon. Members to get unem­
ployment relief works !I.long the Coast and 
in other parts of the Colony. There is 
only one item of unemployment relief 
works in the whole of these Estimates that 

..,_ applies to Bartica and the surrounding 
country of which will keep artisans and 
tt·adesmen in work next year, and that'is 
this item. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: The Conservator 
- of Forests, whether intentionally or un�

intentionally, has made a dig at me by 
sayi'ng that there seems to be a scrnmble
among the Elected Members to get un­
employment relief woi'ks carried out in
their constituencies.

THE CHAIRMAN : I hope the hon. 
Member admits it (Laughter). 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: This item will 
not relieve unemployment. My reason 
for moving the deletion of th@ item is 
because of what I term, whether rightly 
or wrnngly, the apathy and indilfet·ence 
of the British Government to this Colony. 
For evet·y dolbr they give to this Colony 
they give millions to the Brit.ish people, 
and every item I can possibly reduce in 
order to relieve the taxation of the people 
I ,vill reduce. I am sure that if the newly 

elected Member was here he would throw 
in his vote with us. 

Mr. SEAFORD: It seemR a tremendous 
amount to spend on reconditionin.g 
quarters for a bachelor. You can build a 
fine house for that sum. 

THE CHAIRMAN: 
means reconstruction. 

Reconditioning 

Mr. SEAFORD : I think if anything is 
to be done it should be left to the Forest 
Department. They have large stocks of 
timber. I ask that the item be held over 
in the meantime because Government 
might be asked to recommit the Forestry 
vote. 

THE CHAIRMAN: We might pass the 
item in the meantime, 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I moved that it 
be struck out. I ask for a division. 

The Committee divided and voted:-'­

Ayes-Mt·. Austin, Dr. Hender.son, 
Messrs. Wood, Mullin, D'Andrade, 
McDavid, Major Cl'aig, Professor Dash, 
Major Bain Gray, Messrs. Dias, Smellie, 
The Colonial Secretary-12. 

Noes-Messrs. _Walcott, Peer Bacchus, 
Seaford, Dr. Jung' Bahadur Singh, Messrs . 
De Aguiar, Eleazar, Wight, Cannon, Bras­
sington-9� 

Item passed. 

Item 2-Quarters-District Commis­
sionet·, East Coast New 3-room Servants' 
range and minor alterations, $1,000. 

Item 3-0ffice-District Commissioner, 
East Coast-Extension of wing on eastern 
side to give additional accommodation, 
$500. 

Mt·. WALCOTT : r ask that these two· 
items be deferred until the District 
Administrntion vote is taken. We may 
not find them necessary. 

THE CHAIRMAN : r would ask the 
hon. Member to allow the items to he 
taken now. We can always revert to 
them if necessary. These sums will not 
be spent if there is nothing to spend them 
on. 

· Mr. WALCOTT : I d� not think_ this i�
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the time to spend $1,000 on servants' 
qu:uters and !l\500 on the office. The 
District Commissione1· happens to be a 
pal'ticular friend of mine so I cannot be 
a�cused of trying to get at him. When 
,we,c.an afford it I shall be the first to vote 

.l for it.J' .at·a.time ,vhen the people in the 
d�tijct·'ilia��pfering and cannot afford to 
pay sea defence.r�tes,· and they find Govern­

..-ment �speildilig .$(000 for servants' quar-
·'Ui·s·• and,· $5QO t-011 the District Commis­
sioner's offiq�-i�ey ·w9uld be well justified 
ih"' �a1dng a ·1of; of tr:ouble about it. I do 
not 7thinlc'-Y&ur �c:ellency realises the 
e.mpe1· of .the .. p.eople,at 1,he present time, 

or)o,fwol}.ld n_ot_.persist in this policy. 
-����- cJlArRMAN: The hon. Member

hail" by�rloo)rnd .athe fact that quite a
numl5er· .of, tRese small items are included
ih tfie.s_um,,pf $150,000 specially allocated
to .. the, )?ublic Works vote in order to
affor<l. )3mployment. If these items are
cut out it means that carpenters will get
no employment. They have been put in
for that specific purpose. We were in­
formed that there would be no grant for
unemployment relief and I suggested that
we might put $150,000 on the Public
Works vote for that put·pose. These are
two of those items, and if the hon. Mem­
ber cuts them out the people he refers to
will not get employment.

Mr. WALCOTT: The people I am
refening to are not the people. who are
going to get employment as carpenters.
They are the people who pay sea defence
rates.

THE CHAIRMAN: We want to spend
the money over as wide a field as possible.
It is impossible to pick out those who are
paying sea defence rntes. I do ask the hon.
Member to realise that there are quite a
number of items which will give employ­
ment if the money is spent.

Mr. DE AGUIAR : Instead of there
being a scramble by Elected Members it
seems to me as if there is a scramble by
officials to get something done by them­
selves. They apparently say : " Here is
so much money to be spent, let us see how 
we can spend it."

THE CHAIRMAN: This is a Govern­
ment house and it happens to be occu­
pied by the District Commissioner.
U oder another Head we are trying to
spend money on Government buildings, and
.it will give employment to a few people.
It all helps.

Mr. SEAFORD: When we wet·e dealing 
with Public Works Annu,tlly Recunent 
the Directo1· of Public Works suggested 
that an extra $30,000 was ve1·y little. I 
suggest that instead of spending money on 
this extension we spend it in putting the 
existing buildings in proper orde1·. 

Major CRAIG � I have already stated 
that the $70,000 I have only represents a 
little over 2 · pet· cent. of the capitalised 
value of the properties, and the buildings 
have been so sta..r·ved for the last five or 
six years that it 1·equires very much more 
than that. Quite a number of buildings 
require rebuilding, and it is irqpossible to 
make any satisfactory repairs with the 
amount of money voted, even the increased 
amount of $70,000. 

Mr. SEAFORD : That is exactly my 
point. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: A thousand dollars 
seems to be such a lot of money to spend 
on the little house I know there. It is 
Government property and it would not be

a good thing to allow it to fall to pieces. 
Tt seems to me that the wo1·k must be 
done, but $1,000 is a lot of money. I 
agree with Government that the item 
should be allowed to stand. 

Mr. CANNON: My obj,ection is that it 
is not $2,000. I want to spend as much 
as we cau, and whenever f can advocate.an 
increase of an item I am going to do so. 

item passed. 
Ite,u 8-Conversion of Manager's house, 

Pln. Anna Regina, for use as a Govern­
ment School, $1,250. 

M.r. ELEAZAR: If anything is a wa�te
n,nd a scand,tl it is to convert that building 
into a primary school. Surely Govern­
ment can let that house remain for a better' 
purpose and use anothe1· building for a 
school. Government might assist the 
Denomination to keep its building in suit­
nble repair for the school. I suggest that 
Government might give the money to the 
Anglicans and Roman Catholics and let 

· them imp1·ove their buildings. The house
is to be destroyed in that way. It might
be used as quarters · for Government offi ..
cials.

THE CHAIRMAN: I would ask the
hon. Member to read the explanatory note.
The sum includes provision for minor
alterations . and school fu1:niture. The
establishment of a Uovemment School

· will effect a saving of $300 annually on the
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Education vote. Does the hon. Member 
know the house ? 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I have been inside. 
THE CHAIRM.AN : The house ha.s been 

unoccupied for many yea.rs. Why should 
we not put it to some useful purpose? 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Those are my views. 
. Mr. DE AGUIAR: Spend tl,e money 

all right but do not destroy the house. I 
do not believe that there will be 11.n ,tnnual 
saving of $300 by establishing this Gov­
ernment School. I am waiting to heat· 
the reply to the question asked as to the 
cost of running these Government Schools. 
I question very much whether there will be 
a saving of $300, having regard to what I 
know as to how these Government schools 
are run. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : I am not going 
to let my feelings get the better of my 
judgrpent. J know the building; it co-st 
$20,000. If a house is left empty and 
unoccupied it rapidly deteriorates no mat­
ter how substanti,il it may be. I think it 
might serve a wise purpose if it is con­
verted into a school, and the sooner the 
better. It is a vei·y fine building which 
was erected only about 14 yea.rs ago. 

Item passed. 
Major CRAIG: I ask leave to move the 

in8ertion of a new item 55-" Maintenance 
and t·epairs to sluice and sea. dams on 
Government propei·ty ,Lt Suddie and 
Onder.neemiug, $3,800." l t is not within 
the sea. defence district. It is for the 
protection of Govemment prnperty which 
is rendered necessary owing to the aboli­
tion of Sea. Defence District No. 2. 

Mr. SEAFORD: Does it include work 
on the sea defences ? 

Major CRAIG: Yes. 
ltem a.greed to. 

POST 0FF1CE-ENGINEERING BRANCH­

ExTRAORDINARY. 

Item 2-0verhaul of a section of the 
Ea.st Coast trunk route and associated 
branch lines, $1,500. 

Mr. SEAFORD : The Exchange at 
Ma.haica. is either too small or something 
is wrong with the line. It is never pos­
sible to get through. It has been the same 
for the last two years. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I think the vote has 
been long overdue. I think the trouble 
exists on both the Belfield and Mahaica 

lines, and the fact that the Police and 
Govemment officers are on the same line. 
As regards the Belfield Exchange I was 
asked a couple of years ago to give up my 
private line and come undet· the automatic 
system. I did so on condition that _if I 
found it unsatisfactory :1-would be given 
b!!,ck my private line af_ter-.six months. 
The promise was made-;&to me· by Mr . 
Brasher, a former ·officer of-the Tele -
phone Depa.rtment. I: iound it. very 
unsatisfacory after a few months .and I 
appealed to his s.uccessor·, Mr. Mackenzi�,­
who told me it was not possibl!l to 
give me back my · private line� _pe­
cause it was being used for' th'e automatic 
system and they had no otner. We·, are 
asked to pay very nea.Tly the .same} sub­
scription. The line has four .private jub­
scribers and there were the Police Station, 
the Inspector's quat·ters, tlie -..District 
Commissioner's, office and his house, the 
Medical Officer, imd not infrequently the 
line is used by the Telegrnph Department 
when their line breaks down. I got a. 
vrivate line yea1·s ago because I found it 
impossible to get connection through the 
Police. I went to a lot of expense in 
getting that private line, and the Depart­
mant has ta.ken it back under false pre­
tence. 

If this money is going to be used for 
putting in a separate line for the use of 
Government Departments I think it is an 
excellent expenditure. I do not think 
Government can ask private subscribers 
to continue paying for the maintenance of 
that line to Belfield when it is loaded all 
the time wit-h official ca.Us, especially those 
of the District Commissioner who is 
always given preference. The result is 
that it is hours before I can get connec. 
tion from Georgetown to Belfield. I pay 
three ot· fou1· times as much for my con 
nection a.s any other subscriber does. 

Govemment pays nothing. It is abso­
lutely unjust and unfair to expect a 
condition like that to go on. I sincerely 
hope Y out· ExceJlency will make inquiries 
into the matter and have it conected. The 
Police should certainly have a separate 
line of their own, or the Police and the 
District Commissioner combined. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The remarks of the 
hon. M em bet· will be brought to the notice 
of the Departmen�. 

The Committee adjourned until Tuesday, 
18th December, 1934, at 11 o'clock. 




