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THE DEBATES 
OF THE 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF BRITISH GUIANA. 

OFFICIAL REPORT 

OF 

PROCEEDINGS AT THE '1.'llIRD SESSION OF TllE J'llIRD 

LEGISLATIVE COuXGIL. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

FRIDAY, 15Tll OCTOBER, 1937. 

The Third Session of the Third Legislative Council of British Guiana was opened 
in the Council Chamber, Guiana Public Buildings, on Fri<lay, 15th October, 1937, at 
11 a.m, with customary formalities and ceremonials, 

PRESENT: 
The President, His Excellency the Office1· A<lministering the Govemment, Mr. E. J. 

w ADDINGTON, C.l\I.G., O.B.E. 

The Honourable The Colonial Secretary, (Acting) (Major W. BAIN Gnu, C.B.E.). 

,, The Attorney-General, (Mr. J. H. B. NIHILL, K.C., M.C.). 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

F. Dus, O.B.E. (Nominated Unofficial Member).

J. S. DASH, Director of Agriculture. 

E. A. LucKHOO, O.B.E. (Eastern Berbice). 

E. G. WOOLFORD, K.C. (New Amsterdam). 

E. F. McDAvrn, M.B.E., Ooloni11.l Treasurer. 

F. J. SEA.FORD, O.B.E. (Georgetown North). 

W. A. D'A.NDRADE, Comptroller of Customs. 

J. I. DE AGUIAR, (Central Demerara).

l\L B. LA.ING, District Commissioner, Eastern Demerara. 

G. 0. CASE, Director of Public Works and Sea Defences. 

B. N. V. W AS�-BAILEY, Surgeon_-9eneral (Acting). 

L. G.· CREASE, Director of Education (Acting). 

PERCY C. WIGHT, O.B.E. (Geo1·getown Central). 

J. ELEAZAR, (Berbice River).

J. GONSALVES, O.B.E. (Georgetown South).
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" 

" 

JUNG BAHADUR SINGH, (Demerara-Essequebo). 

"PEER BAocnus, (Western Berbice). 

" 

" 

E. M. WALCO'rT, (Nominated Unofficial Member).
C.R. JACOB, (North Western District).

" 
A. G. Krna, (Demetara River).

,, 
S. H. Sn:uouR, (Western Essequebo).

" 
J. ''N. JACKSON, (Nominated Unoflicial Member).

" 

" 

H. G. SEAFORD, 0.B.E. (Nominated Unofficial Member). 

W. S. JONES (Nominated Unofficial o1ember). 

The Archdeacon of Demcrara (Ven. W. L. Kissack, M.A., O.B.E.) read prayers. 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. 
Mr. IT. P. Ohristia,ni, M.B.E., Commissioner of Lands and Mines, took and 

1rnbscribed to the Oath. 

PRESENTATIONS. 
TnE PRESIDENT made the following 

presentationij and said :-
Mr. Frederick Jacob Seaford-I have 

it in command from His Majesty the 
King to present to you the Insignia of an 
Officer of the Civil Division of the Most 
Excellent Order of the B1·itish Empire. 

This honour has been conferred on you 
in recognition of your public services over 
a period of years. As an elected member 
of the Leaislature and as a member of the 
Executive Council you have displayed a 
conspicuous devotion to the p�bl_ic welfare
which lrns gained the upprecmt1on of the 
Colonv as a whole. Your zeal and wide 
knowl�dae of Colonial affairs have made 
you, at :u times, au able and willing coun­
sellor. 

It is with much pleasure that I carry 
out His Majesty's commands. 

Mr. Joseph Gonsalves-I have it in 
command from His Ma.jesty the King to 
present to you the Insignia of an Officer 
of tbe Civil Division of the Most Excel­
lent Order of the British Empire. 

You have gained this honour by virtue 
of your long and meritorious. J.:>ublic ser­
vice in a number of capacities. Your 
labours as a member of the Legislative 
Council have been characterized by your 
desire to see the best possible done for 
the Colony as a whole and your cle&r 

appreciation of the responsibilities of un 
elected member of this House. You lrn\'e 
held with distinction the office of .M ayot· 
of Georgetown and your efforts to impt·ove 
the conditions of living within this City 
are widely recognised. 

It is with much pleasure that I CtLrry 
out His Majesty's command&. 

Mr. George Ha_milton Westmaas-I 
have it in comma.nd from His Mu.jesty the ,. 
King to present to you the Insignia of 1L 

Companion of the Imperial Service Order. 

You have served this Government faith­
fully for a period of 36 years and iu 
recognition His l\fajesty has been 
graciously pleased to conft>r on you this 
honour. Youl' work !ms brought, you i 11Lo 
contact with the public over a period of 
years and you have shown, by care and 
attention to your official duties, the quali­
ties necessary for au efficient Civil 
Servant. 

It is with much pleasure that I make 
this pr--esentation. 

{ 
Band Sergeant Major Edward Arden 

Carter-I have it in command from His 
Majesty the King to pt·esent to you the 
l\iedal of the Ci,·il Division of the Mo�t l 
Excellent Order of the British Empire £or 
meritorious service. 

You have served in the Militia Rand for 
a period of over forty years and have 
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risen from the ranks to your present 
position. You have acted as Bandmaster 
on two occasiops with a marked degree of 
s11cceu and duriug those periods the high 
standard of efficiency of the Bmd was well 
maintained. Throughout your long and 
meritor'iou service you h,ive borne a 
record of -4iood conduct and have dis­
charged all y,,ur duties to the entire satis­
factiQJ) ef your superior of.licers. 

It gives me much pleasure to mii,ke this 
presentation. 

TIIE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH. 

The President addressed the Council as 
follows:-

HoNOUHABLE MEMBERS, 

At the last meeting of Council in 
August I gave a short statPment of the 
financial position in which I expressed the 
hope that the working for the year 193r. 
would make no call on the surplus bal­
ance carried forward from 1936. Data is 
now availa.ble for a closer estima.tion of 
the revenue a.nd expenditure figures for 
the year and I bave no reason to alter the 
opinion formed two months ago. 

RevENOE, 

The total revenue to 31st August was 
$3,685,386 an increase of $3ff4,770 over 
the amount collected at the same date last 
year. Cuatoms duties aro mainly respon­
sible for this improvement, the increase 
unde1· this head amounting to just over 
$:250,000. There are, ho,rnver, increiises 
on all tho other main heads of 1evenue 
with the exception of the head Internal 
Revenue where, notwithstanding an unn­
pected receipt in August of some $50,000 
from one large estate, 11,bno1·mal receipts 
of dea.tb dutiea during 1936 exceeded the 
total of this years' increases under all 
sub-heads of this bead. The total of the 
revised e1timatea is $5,760,961 being an 
increase of $610,143 over the original 
fig11res, In compiling the revised Revenue 
estimates it has been necessa.ry to exer­
cise caution in assessing at its proper 
value the increases so far 1hown in 
Customs revenue. It will probably be 
agreed that importations early in the year, 
due to the Col'l>nation celebrations and 
to a desire to lay in stocks in a.nticipation 

of a general rise in priceci, resulted in an 
abnormal arldition to Customs revenue 
during the first half of the year, and it 
may be expected that existing stocks in 
the Colony stand at a figure which will 
make forge importations during the 
second half of the year unlikely. It may 
appear, therefore, that the expected in­
creai;e of $610,143 ovet· the original 
estimates is too large; but it must be 
remembered that the original estimates 
were prepared before the full effect of the 
improvement in trade was apparent, and 
that a more accurate picture can be 
obtained by comparison with actu,tl 
receipts in 1936. Such a comparison 
shows that the revised revenue estimates 
for 1!)37 represent an increase of $:l77,868 
ove1· the actual receipts for 19:rn whereas, 
as stated abo,·e, actual receiptR to 31st 
August show an increase of $:35�, 770 over 
the figures for the sam.! pt>riod last ye,u. 
It is apparent, therefore, that the expectf:'d 
increase has already been secured, and 
should be maintaiued unless there i11 a 
considerable fall in revenue collections 
during the later months of the year. 

EXPENDITUHE, 

The revised estimates of expenditure 
total $5,8:W,352-an increase over the 
original figures of $269,089, wliich cou­
sists mainly of the following items:-
Sea Defences-Reconstrnotion 

works ... $ 8!,653 
Sea Defences-Unrecoverable loan 

charges 
Post Ot.fice Savings Bank-Inter­

est to depositors .. , 
Road reconstruction 

67,571 

80,000 
:rn,ooo 

$25; ,�2 i 
all of which have already been approved 
by Council on Supplementary Estimates, 

EXPECTED 0UTTURN-l!J37. 

As I have already stated the 
revised Expenditure esti-
mates stand at ... $ 

and the revised Revenue at .. . 

with a resultant deficit on the 
year's working of ... $ 

But we have received a loan 
grnnt in aid in respect of Lhe 
financial year 1936-37 of ... $ 

5,820,352 
5,760,961 

59,391 

170,400 
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which converts the <le.6.cit for 
1937 into a surplus of ... $ 111,009 

If we add to this figure the 
carry over from 1936 amount-
ing �o ... $ 556,506 

it will be seen that the expected 
surplus at the end of 193 7 
amounts to ... $ 667,515 

REVENUE ESTIMATES 1938. 

The Colony revenue estimated to be 
collected in 1938 is higher by $399,087 
than the original estima.te for 1937 and 
less by $211,056 than the revised esti­

mate. Comparison of the figure■ for 1937 
aud 1938 is complicated by two change• 
in accounting procedure which will be 
introduced from 1st January, 1938. The 
first variation is the exclusion from the 
Colony's accounts of the operating 
accounts of tho Post Office Savings Bank, 
the effect being to reduce both revenue

and expenditure by some $60,000 (I shall 
refer to this matter later). The second 
is the change by which any item of 
revenue refunded in the same year in 
which it ia collected will not be charged 
to revenue as at present, but to an expen­
diture hea<l, the effect being to incrt111.1e

both revenue and expenditure by some 
$-10,000. The net re1ult of these account­
ing clumges is therefore a decreaae of 
approximately $20,000 in the revenue 
eslirn1Lte. A further decrease of $20,000 
compared with the revised estimate for 
1937 is due to the receipt this year of the 
cash balances of the Set� Defence Board 
which were trausfel'l'ed to general revenue 
ou the enactment of the Sea Defence (Rate 
Hcmoval) Urdiuauce, 1937 making the 
cost of sea defeuces a colonial liability. 

Apart from tlw special decreases to 
"hich I have referred major reductions 
compared with the revised estimate for 
19:-17 harn been allowed for in the 1938 
estimates under the following items :-

Customs, $50,000-owing to the possi­
bility of reduced importations to which I 
have already referre<l. 

Elltato Duty, $55,000-to exclude the 
extraordinary receipt already mentioned. 

Post Office (sale of stamps), $21,000-
<lut> to the heavy sales this year of Corona­
tion is,ue�. 

The only major increase appears under 
the head Forests, La.nds and Mine,, which 
allows for an anticipated increase of 
$11,600 mainly under the Mining receipts. 

I invite Honourable Members to study 
the Explanatory Memorandum which ,vill 
be laid with the estimate, setting out in 
detail the basis on which the revenue esti­
mates have been prepared. It will, I think, 
be agreed that although the e11tima.tes 
have been drawn up on conservative line,, 
they nevertheless represent a reasonably 
accurate forecast of the probable collection 
in 1938. 

EXPENDITURE ESTIMATES 1938. 

As was the case last year, the printing 
of the estimates earlier in the year than 
was formerly the case has made it neces­
sary to include ce1·tain items which have 
not yet been approved by the Secretary 
of State and all such items will be indi­
cated by the Colonial Secreta1·y in intro­
ducing the Estimates. As i1 customary 
a memorandum giving a full explanation 
of all important change• will be laid with 
the Estimates. 

A first glance at the Estimates will 
show considerable increases under many 
heads, some of which arn however due to 
the alterations in accounting procedure to 
which I have already referred in dealing 
with the revenue estimates. Disregarding 
such items, it will be found that the addi­
tional expenditure is devoted mainly to 
the social services-Education and :Medi­
cal-to a small increase in the Police 
Force iiud to an enlarged programme of 
construction of public works. Education 
estimates show an increase of $18,0!!6 of 
which $11,450 is under grants to primary 
schools and $5,8 rn for the Carnegie Trade 
Centre, the provision for which in 1937 
was for a period of six months only. I 
am expecting very shortly the report of a 
Committee which was appointed by Sir 
Geoffry Northcote to advise on the future 
of this Centre, and it is possible that the 
details of expenditure on the Centre in 
1938 may be modified in the light of the 
Committee's recom]l\endations. 

• 

The increases in the lledical estimates 
are due mainly to the provision of an 
adequa.te sta.ff for the new Tuberculosis 
hospital, which is to be erected at Best, 
and to provision for additional nurse■ in 

• 

II I 

•

• 
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aeveral of the hospitals throughout; the 
Colony. 

I think that all Honourable Members 
will agree with the proposal to make a 
small increase in the Police Force. The 
strength was reduced very considerably a 
few years ago, and since that time addi­
tional stations have been opened at Iesano, 
Den Amstel and Parika, and it is proposed 
now to ha\'e a small iitation nt Kitty. 
The proposal to a.ppoint a ,varrant Officer 
for the Mounted Police does not mean 
that Inspector Billyeald will cease to carry 
on his valuable work with this branch of 
the Force. 

Honourable Members will observe that 
a. much larger provision has been made
this year in Public ,v orks Extraordinary
for both buildings and roads. Financial
con11iderations have precluded, in recent
years, tne inclusion in estimates of suh­
stantial sums for public works, and it is
important that the building and road
programme should not fall too much into
a.rrear if future loans for construction are
to be a.voided. 'fhe main provision for
roa.ds is $(8,000, with which it is intended
to construct a further four miles of con­
crete strip road between Georgetown and
Buxton. There are several important
building items which will be explained
when the estima.tes are being considered.

'.l'he large reduction in the vote nec·es­
sary for the Transport and Ilarbours 
Department is mainly due to the fact !,hat 
under the replacement programme a new 
ftteamer will not be required in 1938. 

In regard to the estimates of this 
Department I should inform Honourable 
Members that a large item of expenditure 
which will probably be required in 1938, 
has not been included in estimates. The 
Fort Grnyne has been in a very ha.cl state 
of repair for some time, and I am advised 
that rebuilding should be undertaken as 
1100n as possible. Furthermore, I have 
received a repol't that the averagf' depth 
of water in Georgetown harbour has 
decrea11ed in l'ecent years : the facts of 
the matter are at present uncle!' investiga­
tion a.nd data is being collected by the 
ata.ft' of the Tl'ansport and Harbours 
Department acting under the advice of 
Mr. Ca.se. As soon &11 the informa.tion ia 
complete • report "'ill be prepared a.Dd 

11Ubmitted to Legisla.ti'fe Council for con­
sideration. 

There is one further addition to the 
estimates of an important nature. I refer 
to the two new posts -Corumissionet· c,f
Labour and Assistant Colonial 8ecretary 
for Local Affairs and Inspectol' of Labour. 
Honoarable Members al'e already aware 
of the intention to form such a depart­
-� which will be in reality a hl'anch of 
the Secretariat and will concern itself with 
labour matters and with local Government 
affairs. It is the intention that these two 
officers, 11bould, by frequent travelling, 
familiarize tliimaelvcs with conditions of 
employment, and so be able to advise 
Government on any measure11 that may be 
desirable to ensure thlit the obligations of 
employer and employee are beiug car l'ied 
out. 

EFFEC'l' OF 1938 
With expenditure 

at ... 

DRAFT .EBTIMATIIS. 

estimated 
... $ 5,658,637 
... !fi 5,549,905 and revenue at ... 

the deficit for the year 1938 is 
estimated at ... . .. $ 108,732 

But it is expected that there 
will be a balance in hand at 
the end of 1937 of ... $ 667,515 

So that it is estimated that 
there will be a sul'plus bal-
ance at the end of 1938 of...$ 558,783 

before taking into account the 
loan grant in aid which ha.11 
been promised in respect of 
the working of the first quar-
ter of 1938 amounting to ... $ .8,000 

which increases the estimated 
balance to ... $ 606,783 

TRAD!!. 

The aggregate net trade of the Colony 
to the 31st August thiK year ehowed a 
considerable increase over that for the 
corresponding period in 1936 as can be 
seen from the following figures :-

Import• 
Export. 

(Dome■tic) 

Ja11.-i\ ug. Jan.-AUJ, Ina1e••e. 
1937. 1936 • 

... 17,563,142 rn,773,760 11,789,382 

... 8,096,261 6,703,009 1,393,162 
---- ---- ---

A,gregate Trade 116,65!1,403 112,476,&,9 l3,182,6H 

·t
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The commodities which were mainly 
responsible for thi11 increa11e in exports 
were:-
Sugar $923,044 
Bauxite $475,159 
Gold $ 90,305 
Timber $ 81,055 
Copra $ 51,496 
The increase in sugar exports is due to the 
carrying over of large stocks from 1936 
and to the fact that unusually large con­
signments were sent in July and August. 
As an indication of an increase in trade 
the figures for sugar are deceptive as the 
total for the whole period of twelve 
months will be approximately the same as 
last year. The figures shown for other 
commodities, however, are a true index of 
an increase in trade. Among other pro­
ducts which showed an improvement it is 
inleresting to note that the value of coffee 
exports rose from $!l,243 in 1936 to 
$19,055 in 1937. 

With regard to imports the largest in­
creases were in respect of :-
.Machinery ... 
Apparel 
Silk and Artificial Silk Goods ... 
Motor Cars ... 
Malt Liquors 

$408,791 
$ 92,158 
$ 91,941 
$ 61,973 
$ 51,044 

I shall now deal with ·a. few points of 
interest concerning departmental activi­
ties. 

Punuc HEALTII. 
The health of the Golony has been well 

maintained during the ye1H· 1936. The 
death rate of 20.4 per thousand of the 
population was the lo,vest recorded in the 
history of the Colony since 1869 when 
records were first kept, as was also the 
infantile mortality rate, which stood at 
120 per thousand births. The average 
annual figures for these rates for the past
ten years were 23.4 and 148 respectively. 

The repot·t and recommendations of the 
Nutrition Committee have received the 
general approval of the Secretary of State, 
and a sum of $-!,200 has been placed for 
consideration on the estimates for 1938. 
The recommendations embody proposals 
-which include stages of investigation aud 
experimentation, 11prea<l over a period of 
three years, in order to determine, along 
scientific lines, the nutritional state of the 
people of the Coldny. 

The Committee have empha.sise<l inter 
alia, the irnportauce of an early enquiry 
into the health of school children from 
the nutritional standpoint, and a scheme 
of milk distributiou to selected groups at 
varying !Lge periods for the purpose of 
testing <lietetic shortcomings is being pre­
pared. It is proposed to undertake this 
experimental distt·ibution during 1938. 

I regret that there has been some delay 
in commencing the building of the new 
Tuberculosis llospiLal. Jt ha.ti been a 
matter of considerable dil.liculty to devise 
plans for buildings which will adequately 
serve the needs of a !JO bed hospital, with 
convalescent wards, the co11t of which can 
be estimated not to exceed the amount 
of the freo grant from the Colouial Devel­
opment Advisory Committee-$73,58 L 
Even after ciu·eful amendment of the ori.�­
iual plans it hns uot, heeu fouud possihlP 
to achieve this result, and Honourable 
Members will see that it has been found 
necessa1·y to include an item on the esti­
mates of $5,500 for initial equipment. It 
is also proposed, if the Secretary of State 
approves, to include in 1937 Supplementary 
Estimates an amount of $4,500 for boni­
fication of the site. Any furlher reduction 
in capital cost of building woul<l have 
entailed a decrease in the bed accommoda­
tion, and I trust that Honourable Members 
will agree that the contribution from 
revenue for the items mentioned is justi­
fied in order to ensure that the accommo­
dation is sufficient for our needs. 

Careful consideration hag been gi ,·en lo 
the staffing requirements of this hospitul 
and llonourable l\10111 bers "ill /ind t lia l 
the estima.tes contain �u inuea�e ,,f 
$10,002 for this purpose, apart froru the 
salary of the Medical Ofiicer. 

DRAINAGE AND RRCLAMATION. 
Honourable Members will remember tluLt 

amounts were voted <luring the year for a 
survey of levels in and around Gcol'geto" 11, 

and for the extension of the Public ·works 
stelling to enable dried mud to be made 
available for filling low lyiug areas. This_ 
sun ry has now been completed, and as a 
result the Director of Public Works has 
submitted two schemes for the improve­
ment of the Government lands in the Eve 
Leary and 'l'bomas lands area. The first 
deals with the drainage problem as such, and 
proposes greatly imprond facilities, in-

,;. I 

.. 
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chiding the substitution of concrete for 
earth drains in certain portions of the area. 
The total estimated cost is about $80,000.
The other scheme provides for the utilisa­
tion of dried mu.cl for raising the level of 
the low lying sections of these lands and is 
estimated to cost about $-i0,000. It is 
proposed, if the Secretary of State and 
Legislative Council approve, to expend 
$10,000 and $5,000, respectively, on these 
two schemes in 1938 as a first instalment, 
and to continue the improvement work in 
subsequent years. 

The work in connection with the level 
survey between the Demerara and Be1·bice 
rivers, to which Sir Geolft-y Northcote 
referred in his address a few months ago, 
has pl'Ogressed faster than was expected, 
and I propose to ask Legislative Council 
to vote an additional sum of ia$2,000
this year and to approve exp;nditure 
of $3,000 in 1938. With such expendi­
ture it is expected that the work will be 
completed at the original estimated cost 
of $6,500, at the end of 1938 instead of 
1939. 

I have in mind that this type of survey 
work sho�ld be extended gradually to 
embrace the whole of the coastal belt, and 
in this connection I have received an esti­
mate from the Director of Public Works 
of $4,000 for such work in Essequibo 
where drainage conditions in many places 
are particularly bad; it will not be possi­
ble to give consideration to proposals 
for improvement until complete data are 
available. 

Information has been received that the 
Colonial Devel-opment Advisory Commit­
tee does not consider the New Amsterdam 
drainage scheme to fall within the cate­
gory of works for which assistance from 
the Development Fund is intended. A 
report by Mr. Case showing the necessity 
for these works estimated to cost $69,000
will be laid on the table, and an amount of 
'$30,000 as a first instalment of this expen­
diture is included in estimates for the 
consideration of Council. 

AGRICULTURE, 

Rice.-I regret that ·.the Committee 
which was appointed to make recommen­
daJ;ions for assisting the rice industry bas 
found its task such a complex one that I 
have not yet received the report, though I 

understand that it will be completed with­
in a. very short time. I cannot but think 
that the difficulties that beset an investi­
gation into the rice industry arise largely 
from the fact tha.t so many persons inter­
ested in the industry hold the most 
uncompromising opinions as to its organ­
isation and regard the matter entirely 
from an individual point of view. I would 
urge such persons to realise that the 
Colony's point of view deserves fit·st con­
sideration; and that while the1·e may be 
several ways of a.chieving the same end­
namely the stability and prosperity of 
the industry-none of them will have a 
full measur·e of success unle�s it has 
the unqualified support of all interested 
parties. 

Bananas.-The experimental plots which 
were planted by the Department were 
both very promising until a sho1·t time 
ago, when the plot at Middlesex was 
attacked by a leaf fungus which caused 
much damage. Since then Panama disease 
has ma,de its appearance iind has caused 
the complete loss of a numbe1· of the 
plants both at Middlesex and Supply. 
Such measures as are possible are being 
taken by the Department, but it is too 
early to say what will bo the future of 
these experimental plots. 

Plantains.-Aithougb the demand for 
pla,ntains is not such as to make it pos­
sible I.hat plantains should ever be a major 
industry, much assistance could be criven . 0 to peasant farmer� if a stable export trade 
with Trinidad could be established. 
Pl'Ope1· organisation for marketing is 
necessary for success and preliminary pro­
posals hav<� been put forward by thP. Board 
of Agriculture, but I am still awaitincr the 
submission of a completed scheme. 

0

J am 
prepared to support some degree of Gov­
emment assistance to any scheme which 
gives reasonable promise of success, and I 
hope to be in a position to pluco the 
matter before Legisl&tive Council at an
early date. 

EDUCATION. 

As Honourable Members are aware the 
�raft Education Code has now _been pub­
lished. A copy will be laid on the table 
and_ an opportu?ity will thus be give�
durmg this session for a discussion of its 
terms by Legislative Council. 
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Although no provision has been ma.de 
in the draft Estimates fot· the purpose, I 
desire to inform Honourable Members 
that proposals have been made to increase 
the output of teachers from the Teachers' 
Training Centre. At present 30 teachers 
are trained every two years, and 132 in all 
have so far passed through the Centre, 
These trained teache1·s have proved them 
selves very efficient, but their number is 
not large enough to meet present needs, 
and it is proposed to give further help to 
the schools by increasing the number to 
20 teachers every yeat·. The proposals, 
which have been submitted to the Secre­
tary of State fot· consideration, include the 
appointment of a full-time Superintendent 
of the Centre. This will enable the 
Second Inspector of Schools, to whom it 
has previously been necessary to allot the 
duties of Superintendent, to devote his 
whole time to the normal duties of the 
inspectorate. If approved by the Sec1·e­
ta1·y of State, the proposals will be placed 
before Legislative Council later in the 
Session. 

The desirability of making a start on 
the constmction of a new Queen's College 

· has not been ovel'looked, but the project
is not yet sufficiently advanced to justify
inclusion in Estimates. Preliminary plans
have been prepared and the matter will
receive final consideration during the year.

MINING. 

The production of gold during the year 
has shown a very satisfactory incr!'ase 
which I feel confident will be maintained. 
The monthly output of gold from small 
workers has steadily increased, and the 
new dredge of the British Guiana Con­
solidated Goldfields has been installed in 
Mahdia aud is now in operation. 

Furthermore, important gold companies 
both in England and C11nada are showing 
an increasing interest in British Guiana, 
and it is hoped that the next few years 
will see further development of our 
resou1·ces. 

Bauxite will probably show an export 
for the vear of 300,000 tons which is con­
siderably in excess of the figures fo1· any 
previous yei�r. The installation of addi­
tional plant by the Demer11ra Bauxite 
Company and the expansion of the Com­
pany'11 operations are encouraging signs of

an important contribution to the Colony's 
trade. 

FORESTRY, 

The trade returns show a greatly in­
creased export of timber dul'ing the 
current year, and the naturn of the orders 
indicates that the improvement is not hap­
hazard but due to a bona fide increase in 
the general demand for British Guiana 
timbers. It is particularly satisfactory 
that the exports of S!l.wn timber iire likely 
to exceed last year's figure, which ,, as 
a 1·ecot·d. Honourable Members had an 
opportunity of discussing forest policy 
with the Conservator and .\Iajo1· Oliphant 
during the latter's visit this year, and I 
have no reason to think that the increases 
which h11ve been included in estimates in 
furtherance of those discussions will prove 
unacceptable to the majol'ity. In future 
the headquarters of the Department will 
be in Georgetown, where the Conservator 
and the Utilisation Oflice1· will be posted, 
one of whom will be available from time 
to time to undertako forest survey work, 
whilst the other two trained officers will 
be stationed at Mazaru.ni. 

Pos·r OFFICE SAYINGS .BANK.

Consideration has been given during the 
year to the position of the Post Office 
Savings Bank and the relationship of its

accounts to those of the Government. It 
has been decided to adopt the recommen­
dations of a Department11l Committee 
which was appointed by the Secretary of

State to report on the savings bank sys­
tems in the Colonies, with a view to the 
institution of a uniform procedure and 
practice. From and after 1938 the in­
come and expenditure accounts of the 
bank will be excluded from the revenue 
an<l expenditure accounts of the Govern­
ment, and the bank will be established as

iui independent financial organization, 
although its investments will continue to 
11ppear as an item in the balance sheet of 
the Coloniul Treasurer. All expenses in­
cu1-red by Government on savings bank 
business (including au assessment to cover 
indirect expenses) will be charged against 
savings bank funds. 

The Secretary of State's Committee has 
ahio drnwn up a model Savings Bank 
Ordinance and a Bill based on this model 
will be introduced in Council for your 
consideration at this Session. 

't 

I 
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Unfortunately, the estimate of the 
bank's income and expenditure for 1938 
which appears a.s Appendix E of the 
Colony's Estimates indicates that it will 
not be wholly self-supporting. It will be 
noted that the estimated income derivable 
from interest on investments and miscel­
laneous receipts totals $87,205. There is 
chargeable against this income a total 
expenditure estimated at $101,236 includ­
ing interest to depositors and miscellane­
ous expenses and reimbursements to 
general revenue for direct and indirect 
charges io be incurred in respect of the 
1avings bank. There is thus an estimated 
deficiency of $U,031 on the operation of 
the bank for 1938, provision for which has 
been made by an appropriation appearing 
in the Expenditure estimates under Head 
XXIIJ.-Miscella.neoua. The position is 
■till under investigation, but no change is
at present contemplated in the rate of in­
terest paya.ble to depositors, which remains
at 2.4% per annum. I may add that Gov­
ernment is glad to note that the amount
of deposits and the number of depositors

\ continue to increase, and that the facili­
ties for thrift which the bank offers are 
evidently fully app1·eciated by those classe1
in the community whose interest it is 

• 

primarily intended to serve. 

NEW CUBBENCY NOTES. 

As Honourable Members are aware, the 
Government Currency Notes Ordinance, 
1937, (No. 14) was enacted on 30th April, 
1937, to provide for the introduction of 
legal tender notes on a sterling exchange 
basis. In consequence, the Commissionera 
of Currency have been able to dispose of 
the whole of the reserve hitherto main­
tained by them in the Colony in silver 
coin and to invest the proceeds in interest 
bearing securities thereby securing an in­
creased iacome from the Note Guarantee 
Fund. 

The existing notes in circulation will 
be completely replaced by a new iasue 
early in 1 Sl38. 

I now commend the business of the 
session to your careful consideration. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: Sir, I have much 
pleasure, on behalf of the Elected Mem­
bers, in expressing our grateful thanks to 
you for the very lucid review you have 
Kiven of the Colony'11 affairs. The many 

a.nnouncements you have made of Govern­
ment's intentions and its policy for the 
future will certainly receive the anxious 
and careful attention of members of this 
Council. I ask tbat Your Excellency will 
direct that your Address be printed and 
circulated among the members of tho 
Council. 

MINUTES. 
Thi minutes of the meeting of the 

Council held on the 27th August, as 
printed and circulated, were confirmed. 

ANNOUNCEMENT:S. 

GnATUITY TO Mns. M. A. FARLEY. 

Mr. CREASE (Director of Education) : 
I am t_he bearer of the following Message 
from His Excellency the Officer Adminis­
tering the Government to the Council:-

ME8SAGE NO. 1. 

Honourable Members of the Legislative Council, 
I have the houonr to invite the Connuil 

to approve of the grant oi o. compassionate 
gratuity of $68 (the equivalent of ha.If a month's 
salary for each completed yeRr of service) to 
Mrs. M.A. Farley, late Uncertificated Assist­
ant Teacher, who retired on 30th 8eptember 
193�, on attaininir the age of sixty years, afte; 
havmg completed seventeen years and five 
months continnoua service in primary schools 
in the Colony. 
. 2. No aut�ority exists for �ranting an uncer•

t1ficated a_ss1st_ant tea.cher_w1th less than thirty
Y!lars sen•�c". e�ther a pen�1on or a gratuity. In 
View of this 1t 1s not usual to engage as nncerti. 
fic&ted assistant teachers persons who are over 
thirty years of age on first appointment. In 
this case, howe\'er, the appointment was made 
at a time when it was not possible to obtain 
any other suitable person for service in the 
outlying districts in which the school W'J,B 
situated. 

:►. Mn. Farley's service, which has beeu 
entirely in remote areas, ha.s been satisfactory 
throuirhout, and with the advice of my Executive 
Council I re�ommend the payment of the pro• 
posed gratmty. 

E. J. WADDINGTON, 
Officer Administering the Government. 

Government Honse, 
.BriLiBh Guiana, 

9th September, 1937. 
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IMPROVING BREED OF CATTLE, 

Professor DASH : (Director of Agl'icul­
tu1·e) : I am the bearer of the following 
l\lPssage from His Excellency the Officer 
Administering the Government to the 
Council:-

MESSAGE No. 2.
Uonournble Members of the Legislative Council,

I ha,·e the bononr lo invite the Conucil
to approve of the acceptance of a. free grant of
£:l,000 ($14,400) from the Coloninl Development
A;lvisory l•'nnd to provide for the improvement
,f the Lreed of cattle in the Colony. 

2. As•istnn�e to tbe beef cat,le industry in
thi� Colony bas been under consideration for
�ome Lime, and it is now propo�ed to extend
the existiug livestock 1rnit nt the Georgetown
Station in order to supply improverl breeding
stock for the Colony. This will invoh·c the
iml'oilatior1 of µme brPd bulls and heifers,
purchase of creole heifers, extr8: . fen�in�,
brirlges, gates, labour, etc. I� arld1t1on it ts
also proposed to establish au ag1stment area for
<•at tle belonging to residents iu Essequibo at 
La Helle Alliance. Attached to the agi�ment
area a breeding station will he established, con­
sistin" of three dual purp()se bulls. The agis­
meut "are/I. and breeding stations will be under
vo,•crmnent control. lly this introduction of 
Jlnre bred animals into the local herds an
improvement in breed shonld t!lke place and it 
is hoped that a.s a result �he beef cnttle trade
with lhe neighbouring West Indian Ielands will
be stimulated. 

3. The annual requirements for financing the
scheme will be shown in the Estimates as is
done in the case of other expenditure from
granls from the Colonial Development Fond. 

4. I recommend to Council the acceptance of
the grant on the terms indicated.

E. J. WADDINGTON, 
Officer AdminiRtering the Government.

Government House, 
llritish Guiana, 

10th September, 1937,

REPORT ON SALARIES OF UNCLA8S1FIBD 
OFFICERS. 

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Major 
Bain Gray): I am the bearc1· of the follow­
ing l\lessuge from His Excellency the 
Ollicer Administering the Government to 
the Council:-

MESSAGE NO. 3. 
llonouable Members of the Legisla.tive Council,

I desire to invite your attention to the
report by Major the Honourable W, Bain
Gray, C.ll.E., (SeEsional Paper No. 14 of 1936,
laid in Council on the 13th of November, 1936),
on cer ains questions relating to the .Public
Service of the colony, the most important of
w h iceh were the salaries of un�lassiiied officers,

the placing of po1ta on the pensionabe establish­
ment, and the j?ranting of superannuation bene­
fits to Government employees. 

2. On the question of the salaries of unclassi­
fied officers, Major Bain Gray recommended the
adoption of new salary scales which should be
applied to all posts included in Apsendix A to
his report. Hi3 recommendations have Leen
carefully considered, and they have been
accepted by Government subject mriations noted
in the Appendix hereto. Au oflicer will enter hi�
new scale at the incremental step next abol'e
the aggregate salary which be would have drawn
in 1937 on his existing scale, and will receb·e
the new salary with effect as from 1st January,
1937, which date will thereafter be his incremental
date. The Secretary of State has signified his
approval and I now invite this Council to sanc­
tion the adoption of the new salary scales for
nnclassified officers with retrospective effect as
from 1st January, 19a7, 

3. A sum of $4, 500 has already been voted on
the annual estimates for the current year
(Hend XXlII.-Miscellaueous' sub-head 30) to 
cover tt.e estmated cost of introducino- lhe
new sea.Jes. Now that the details of the s�heme
ha, e been fully worked out it has been found
tha,t the cost will be approximately $7,50 J. I
therefore rnvite the Council to approve of an
additional snm of $3,U0O being vlaced ou the
next schedule of additional provision to co,·er
the expenditure involved to 31st December 
1937. '

. .

To enable these payments to be made and in 
anticipation of tbe approval of members, I have ',
signed a Special Warrant for this expenditure.

4. The proposals in Section I and Appendix
A, of which acceptance has been deferred and
the other sections of the report are rec�ivinrr
my attention. 0 

E. J. WADDINGTON, 
Officer Administering the Government.

Government House, 
British Guiana, 

7th October, 1937.

APPENDIX. 

Variations to tlte recommendations contained 
in Section II and Appendix A of .Major
Bain Gray's report on tlte salaries of un­
classified officers as approved by tlte 
Secretary of State. 

I-Departmental Lists-Appendix.A..-

(a) Colonial Secretary's Office (Archh·es and
titationery Store)-page 30. 

The salary of the senior stores clerk to beon the scaleS!50x$30-SG0Opernnuu1u
(b) District Administrntion-vage 32. 

One post 01 Ranger to he on the scale S!50x$30-$600 per annum. 
(c) Industrial School-page 35. 

Proposals deferreil for further consideration.
(d) Post Ottice. e

(i) Postal Branch. 
.Note (ii)-pogc 45-The grade w,th amaxi•nnm s,dary of $180 per annum tobe confined, ns far as possible, to Loyaand youths np to 18 years of age. Note (iii)-rnl?e 4il-propos11ls def en ed forfarther consideration.
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(ii) Telecommunications Brauch-
The salary of the storekeeper to be on the

scale S57(J x S30-$7t0 per annum. 
Telephone Operat,ora-NoLe (ii)-page 48 -

Departmental telephone operators to be 
pa.id at 11, fixed rate of $180 per annum; 
the po�ts to be filled by seoi{Jr 
'learners' trained at the Central 
Exchange, who will be eligible for 
transfer back to the Central Exchange 
as opportunities for tuosfer occur. 

(e)-Prisons-page 49. 
Proposals deferred for further consideration. 

(f) -Queen's College-page 52,
'fhe aa.lary of the Laboratory Assisr.aut to

be on the scale $-288 x $2!-$480 per 
annum. 

(g)-Ma.gistratcs-page 52. 
One of the posts of Bailiff to be ou the scale 

$672 X $48-$960. 
Il-Paragraphs 17 and 18of theReport-Page 8. 

Proposals deferred for further coosidcration. 
Ill-Paragraphs 19 of the Report-Page 8. 

The scale $180 x $12-824(, x S24-$:J6U per 
o.nnnm to apply to mesrnngers, revenue 
r11t1ners and janitors; the uumber of 
measengere in this grade to be limite,I to 
24; the remainder to be graded as a•sist­
ant mes1engers on Lhe scale $180 x $12-
$240. 

PAPERS LAID. 

The following documents were laid on 
the table:-

Draft Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure 
� for the year 1938, 

Explanatory Memorandum for use wbin con. 
Ridering the 1£stimates for 1938. 

Comparath•e Statement of .1!:xpenditore 1927-
1936. 

Comparative Statement of l{e�enue, 1927-
lll36. 

Schedule of Petitions a�tlressed t-J the Le;:is­
lative Council which brLre been dealt wiLI, hy 
1 he l�overnor in Council showi1•g I he decision 111 
ea•· I, ca�e. 

Workmen's Compensation Kegnlati11ns, 19.\7. 
Hepo1 l of the Director of Agriculture, l 9:,6, 
HepNt 011 the Accounts ot 1 he Wnlt,n Mit· 

chell L?nnd and the Mitcllell Foooi111tiouS<·hc111e 
for 1936. 

Report of the Committee of the Trotmnn 
Trust l'und, 1936. 

Rtport of the Directors of the Wirlows ana 
Orrlhau's Fund, 1!136. 

Report on the working of the Joint Culooio.l 
Fund for tbe year endtd :Hst March 1937. 

Her,ort under the Food aod Drugs Ordinance 
for the bait year ended 31ft December, 1936. 

Report of tbe Co-operative Credit Banke 

• Board, 1936.
Amenctment of the Air Mail postage rates.

(The Colonial Secretary).

Report of the Select Committee on the 
Wa.ltcr Mitchell Trust Bill. ('l'heAttorney­
General). 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS, 

Notice was given of the in tro<luction 
and first reading of the following Bills:­

The Exµiring Laws Continuance Bill. (The 
Colonial Secretary). 

The Sugar Experiment Stations Bill, ( Prof­
fessor Dash). 

Tbe Importation of'Iextiles (Quota�) (Amend­
ment) Bill. 

The Spirits (Amendment) Bill. (Mr.
D'Andrade) 

ESTIMATES, 1938.

Tim COLONIAL SECRETARY gave 
notice of the following motions :-

THAT, this Cu1mcil nppro,·es the Es�tes of 
Expenditure to be defrayed from Kevenne dur­
ing the ytmr 31st .I:;rcembe1, 1938, whi,·h have 
been laid on the T,ible. 

SALARIES OF UNCLASSIFIED OFFLCERS, 
THAT, with rderence bo the Ullicer A<lminis. 

terinl( the Go,·eroment's Message No. 3 of the 
7th oi October, 1937, tbis Council appro,'e• the 
adoption of tbe propo8ed new salttry scales for 
unclassilied ollicers of the P11blic Senice of the 
Colony, with retrospecLive effect as from the 1st 
Janua.ry, 1937; n.od further approves of increas­
ed provision being made nntler 1Ieat1 XXllI.-
1\Jiscellaoeous,sub·head 30 of the 19�7 esLimatea 
to meet tbe expenditure to 31st December, 1937, 
which Lheir adoption will iuvolvt:. 

GRATUITY TO Mas. 1\1. A. FARLl�Y. 

Mr. CREASE gave uotice of the follow­
ing motion:-

THAT, with reference to 016cer Ad miui�tPr­
iog the l:lo,ernmcnt'� Messni:e No 1 daLed 9th 
Septeuiber, 1937, this Couucil appro, es of the 
grant of a coinµassionnre grntllity of $68 to �lrs. 
M.A. Fo.rley, Uncerti1icated Assisi ant 'l'e11,�her.

.

hIPROVING BREED OF CATTLE. 

Professor DASH gave notice of the 
following motion :-

THAT, with reference to the Olficer Adminis­
tering the Go,·ernment's Mes�ll�e No. 2 of the 
10th of 1:)eptem ber, J 937, tbis Conµcil a11pr0\ es 
the acceµtanee of,. tree grant of £:3,(JUU ($ 4,400) 
from the Colonial Development Advisory Funn 
to provide for the impro,·eme11t of tbe l,reed of 
cattle ir, the Colony. 

UNOFFICIAL NOTICES. 

B. G. RICE MARKlt'l'ING B0AHD. 

Mr. JACOB, on behalf of Mr. LEE, 
ga.ve notice of the following motions :-
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Wmrn1us llle ll'od,iog of �lle Bnti11h Guiana 
Hice Marketing Bo11rd as constituted by Ordi­
nance No. 17 ol 19:l5 (which repealed Ordinance 
No. 2 of 1933) bas caused general discontent and 
has raised unfavourable comments from those 
engaized in the Rice Industry; 

AND WHEREAS the quantity of Rice exported 
during the last four yea.rs has been considerably 
decreased owing panly to the activities of the 
Boa.rd, the figures of exports being as follows:-

1933 29,0�2 tons 
1934 14,382 tons 
1!!35 . .. l 0,527 tons
1936 ... 20,521 tons 
1937 ... 15,000 ton� (estima.ted). 

with a possibility of the figures being further 
reduced in 1938 due to general dissa.Lisfaction 
and disorgiLnimtion caused by tbe said Boa.rd ; 

AND W1IEREAS the versonnel of the Com­
mittee of Enquiry into the Rice Industry is not 
favourable to those interested in the cultiva.tion 
and milling of Rice; 

AND WHEREAS the public has lost confidence 
in the said Committee: 

Be it Resolved,-1'hat Government cause to 
be appointed a Suuicial Commission with full 
powers to enquire, in earner a or otherwise, into 
the activilies, working, and expenditure of the 
said British Guiana. Rice Marketing Board and 
that all communications, correspondence anti 
minutes, etc., held as confidential, be the sub­
ject of the enquiry. 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEAL, 
WHEREAS on the 19th November, 1929, this 

Council accepten a motion that a Court of 
Criminal Appeal be est::.blished; 

AND WHEREAS it ill expedient that a resolu­
tion of this Council to esta.hlish a Court of 
Criminal Appeal should u<>w be implemented ; 

AND WHEREAS the delay to do so has been 
occusioned by the reduction of the judicial 
strengtlt in the Supreme Court between the 
years 19:32-1937 : 

Be it Resolved,-That this Council requests 
Dis Excellency the Officer Administering the 
Government to cau�e to be introduced a Bill to 
provide a Court of Criminal A ppea.l in pl'inci­
l'les an11lagous to those conta.ined in the 
Criminlll Act 1907 (7 Edw. vii. c, 25\ giving a 
right to appeal in favour of every prisooer con· 
victed of crnne before the Snp1 eme Court of 
this Colony to the Court of Criminal Appeal 
thereby to be esta.\Jlished, the provisions of such 
Bill conferring ou e,•ery convicted pcrson-

(a) An absolute right to appeal on any
question involving a principle of law; 

(c) A right, in case of his obtaining leave
either f1om the Judge who tried bim or
from the Court of Criminal Appeal itself,
on question of fact or of mixed law and 
fact or on any ground which appears to
the Court to be a sulficent ground of
app.eal;

(b) A right of bis obto.ining leave from the
Court of Criminal Appeal to &ppeal to the
Conrt of Crimiaal Appeal against the
sentence passed on him unless the sen­
tence is oue definitely fixed by law.

TRIAL OF CIVIL CA.SES, 
\\'UEREAS the systet11 of the admiuistration 

of civil justice in this Colony has not kept 

pace during the last 60 years with the system 
of other Colonies in smaller circumstances ; 

AND WHEREAS it is desirable that the civil 
matters now despatched in the Supreme Court 
should be so rearranged that the Supreme 
Court would find time for the hearinc:� of Cri· 
mina.l .Appeals and tha.t certain ca.ees of moder­
ate value now coguiza.ble only by the Supreme 
Court shonld be despatched more expeditiously 
and witb less expense to litigants : 

Be it Resolved,-Th:1.t tbe Council respect­
fully requests His Excellency the Otficer Ad· 
minisLering the Government to appoint a small • 
1Jommittee of qualified persons to enquire into 
a.nd make recommenda.tipns upon the following 
matters:-

(l) Whether certain civil cases now recog­
nizable exclush·ely in the Supreme Conrt
cannot with advantage to the public be
disposed of by the Magistrate's Court or
by the establishment within the fr:i.me­
work of the machinery of Lhe Magistrate's
Court, one County Court at Georgetown
and one at New Amsterdam and if so,
what is the nature of the canses which
may be so di�poP.ed of and to what limit
the new jurisdiction shoulu extend P 

(2) If such new jurisdiction is established
wha.t fiaa.ncial commitment would be
necessa.ry to give effect to it?

Some of the matters which may be tried in 
the institution of such o. Conrt-

(1) ClaimR for re•iovery of debt or damages
in contract t,o the value of $25@. 

(2) Claims in tort to the value of S250.
(3) Suits involving recovery of land the

value of which does not exceed $250,
(4) Limited equitable jurisdiction includ•

ing-
( a) Specific performance;
(b) Small partnerships o.nd other ac­

counts in gold and dia.mourl minin� ; �
( c) Injunctions ;
(d) Receivership.

All 
$250. 

the a.hove limited to ma.tters involving 

(5) Possesion of premises by la.udlord up to
the annual reutul mine of 87:tO (now limited to 
$240 althoui.:b property values ha.ve risen since 
J 906 wlien Landlord aucl Tenant Jirst passed). 

(6) Third party insurnnce limited to 8500.

ACTIVITIES OF B.G. RICE MARKETING 
BOARD. 

Mr. JACOB on behalf of Mr. LEE gave 
notice of the following questions:-

1. Will Government state, in connection with •
the Balance Sheets of the British Guiana Rice 
Marketing Board as at 29Lh ll'ebruary, 1936, to 
31st Auizust, 1936, and frorn 1st September, 
l\J36 to 28 February, l936 :-

(al tbe names of the Sundry Debtor�, 
(b) the amount due by each debtor,
(c} who.t constituten the debt, 
(d) when were the debts contracted, and
(e) when were they paid or to be paid?

2. Will C:overnmeut give details, item by
item, of the General Expenses as mentioned 
in the Report of the activities of the British 

.. 
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Guiana Bice Marketing &ard for the periods 
ended 29th February, 1936, to 31st Aog111t, 
1936, and for the period 1st 1:!11ptember, 1936, to 
28th Fe brnary, 1937, and the detail■ of the 
Travelling Expenses and Agency Expenses for 
the same periods P 

(a) For what purpose were these travelling
expenses anJ agency expentes incurred? 
(b) by whom and when?

3. Ras the British Guiana Rice Marketi11g
Board an Exporter's Licence as required by 
Section 14 of Ordinance 17 of 1935? 

4. If not, will Government state by what
enabling authority was the Board empowered 
to sell or make contracts for selling rice for 
export? 

5. Is it a fact that Go,·ernment was req nested
by the Colonial Office to separate the posts of 
Secretary to the British l;luiana Rice Market­
ing Board and of Rice Grading Inspector? 

( a) If the answer is in the affirmative, will
Uovernmeot say when was this request 
communicated to this Government, and 
why was it not cauied out ? 

(b) II the answer i@ in the negative, will
Government immediately r.onsider the 
advisability of separating these two posts 
as the duties of these posts sometimes 
conflict? 

PRIVATE TUITION AT QUEEN'S COLLEGE. 
I. What is the total &mono t of free perior\e

of each Master during a week at Queen's Col­
lege ? State names and periorls. 

2. How many masters have obtained permis•
�ion to teach private atudents after College 
hours? 

If the answer is in the negative will Govern­
ment insist that all masters obtain permission 
before taking any private students? If the 
answer is in the affirmative will Government 
insist that no master shall teach 11ny student 
for the British Guiana Scholarship ? 

3. Will Government consider the advisability
of holding evening classes at very reasonable 
charges both for the ordinary examinations and 
commercial coursea? 

4. How many st.odents are in the preparatory
c'1ass at Queen's College ? What provision is 
being made or considered should there be a 
further increase of the nnmbt'r of �tudenb for 
the year 1938? ls Government aware that the 
number of students in the said preparatory 
class is already Loo large for one master to 
teach properly and efficiently? 

lLLEGITIMATEB AT THE BISHOP'S HIGH 
SCHOOL, 

I. Is Government aware t.bat illegitimate
children are not permitted to enter Bishop's 
High :School as studt>nts? How many imch 
students were refused admi11ion during the 
years 1933, 1934, 1935 and 1936? 

2. What was the cost to the Colony of each
atudent at Bisho!J's High School for the years 
1935 and 1936? 

In view of the coat to the Colony of each 
student taking a secondary educe.t1on-will 
Govetnment accept the principle that any 
student other t-han students from Queen's Col• 
lege and Bishop's High School satisfying the 
examiners and obtaining three credits in the 

Cambridge Junior and School Certific11te exn.m­
inations and the Oxford and Oambridgu Join 
Bo11rd Examinations be pre•ented with bis o 
her cost of entrance fees or such sum es may b 
deemed reasonable? 

S. In view of the success obtained by non
denominational schools will Government 
extend and commen, e 11hat policy to other di1-
trict�, gradually bPginning with tbe principal 
villages in the seveml counties. s11lecting 
proper places in order to meet the need for 
recreation and for agrknltura.l purs11i1 a. 

4. Will Governm�nt B' ate what is tile great­
est number of student� tn.ught by one tearher 
in any school in Georgetown, New Amsterd11m, 
East Demerara, West Deu:erara aod 1':sse• 
quebo, each separately, stating name of achoo) 
and bow many·dasses a.re there with the a.ver­
a�e number oi 50 to 90 students in the sever&! 
ihstricr.s aforementioned ? Also stating names 
of Masters? 

TEACHERS' FINE FUND. 
I. What is the amount on h�nr\ with respect

to the Fine Fond of Tel\chers? Ha.a aoy money 
been spent out of this fund for the yenre 1935 
and 1936, and if so, will Government give 
detaihr of mch expenditure showing for what 
purpose it was spent? 

CIVIL SERVICE AEPOINTMENTS, 
1. 1s IJovernment aware of the discontent 

a.ud dissatisfaction that exists in respect of the 
appointments in Uie Civil Service of the 
Colony? Will Government cause to be held 
every year an examination for the purpose of 
l\Wardiug a oerto.in number of students the 
privilege of preference in obt1liniug employ. 
ment in the Cidl Service? F11es to be char,:ed 
for such examination aor\ a regular syll&bu11 
pnbliRhed in the Official Gazette for such exam­
ination? 

TRAVELLING F ACILITH:S FOR 8TUDRNTS, 
1. In view of His Excellency Sir Geoffry

Nortbcote'11 advice on travelling by stodeot11 
will Governmen, cause the Transport nod Har• 
boors Departmeot to accept a half one-way 
fare in any ulua a■ a relnro fare in t,he same 
class for all etadents travelling to any part of 
thi11 Colony on vouchers produced from their 
he&dmaatera a, a.ny time duri11g holidays. 

ROADS TO KAIETEUR, 
1. How much '\Vas collected on royalt.y on

gold by (a} dredging (b) by mining for (1) the 
year ending December, 1936, and (:.l) op to the 
80th Jone, 1937 ? 

2, Bow much was collected for th-i lease of 
r:onces!ions from (a) Miners.la except l>auxiLe 
(b) timbers for (!) tbe year ending December,
1936 (2) up to bhe autb June, 1937? 

3. Will Government levy a further sum of 10 
�ent� pe� oz. royally on gold, 10 cents per carat 
10 diamonds, and 10 cents on e,•ery acre of 
leased concession for minerals for the first 
5,000 acres, the next 5,000 acres 2 cent�, the 
next 5,000 acres, 4 cents, for the next 6,000 
acres 6 cents and every other acre S cents 
allocating �be said revenue separately for th� 
pu1p01e of me.king permauent aod proper toads 
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to the Kaieteur nnd extending other roods 
further into the iuterior of the Colony! 

ROYALTY ON BAUXITK, 

1. How much was collected as (1) royalty on
bauxite (al the year ending 1936 and (b) up to 
the 30th Juno, 1937, and (2), for lease of con­
cession for bauxite? 

2. Will Government levy a further tax of 5
cents per ton on bauxite and 2 cents per acre 
of leased lands for concessions; and for exclu­
sive permission an increase of 1 cent for the 
first 5,000 acres, tho next 5,000 acres, 2 cents, 
tlie next 5,000 acres, 3 cents, and every other 
acre 4 cents ? 

3. Will Government allocate tho further levy
on bauxite in extending the road on tho East 
Bank, Denieran River? 

4. Is Government aware that several of the
aforesaid concessions are larger than those 
applied for and will Government cause them to 
be immediately surveyed and the boundaries 
definitely marked and kept in such condition 
at all times ? 

5. Is Government aware that on account of
the lines being badly kept many prospectors 
have wasted their time and money in locating 
claims within concessions already applied for? 

REGIBTRA TION OF LABOURHRB. 

1. Is Government aware that there was dis­
content among the registered labourers who 
were contracted by certain local and foreign 
companies which eventually went into Jiquida· 
tion and that the labourers did not got their 
wages? Will Government make it incumbent 
on companies to register contracted labourers 
in their chairman's or manager's name and not 
in the name of the Company in order that they 
may be liable for such wages? 

BALA.TA CONOBBBIONB, 

1. Has any application for bslata concessions
been refused by Government for (a) the year 
ending December 1936, and (b) up to the 30th 
September, 1937? If the answer is in the 
affirmative for either period, will Government 
give reasons for such refusal? 

2. Is Government aware that it is unjust and
immoral to refuse applicationa from British 
subjects when such lands are open for location? 
Is it because certain capitalists have made an 
error in permitting the said concessions to be

abandoned? Will Government remedy the 
wrong created by such refusal? 

ROYALTY ON TIMBBBB, 

1. Is Government aware that royalty should
be paid on the timbers as cut in the forest and 
not as reduced and made up for shipment or 
for sale? Is Government aware that royalty 
collected on sawn boards per 100 cubic feet is 
much smaller than the royalty collected on 
timber per 100 cubic feet? 

2. Will Government state whether royalty was
collected from persons who sold timber to the 
Forest Station at Mazaruni? If the answer is 
in the negative, will Government state what 
amount should have been collected for the 
years 1935, 1936 and up to 30th June, 1937? 

3. Is Government aware that each of these
persons is liable to be prosecuted for a breach 

of the Crown Lands Regulations ? What are 
the prices paid per foot for boards-Greenheart, 
crabwood, or silverballi and other woods at the 
Forest Station at Mazaruni? 

4. Will Government cause royalty to be
charged on all timber sold to the Forest Station 
and will Government use the boards so sawn in 
the erection of their buildings and for the use 
of the Public Works Department? 

PLN. TAYMOUTll MANOR. 

Mr. SEYMOUR gave uotice of the 
following questions:-

1. What was the total amount of the mort­
gage held by Government on Pin. Taymouth 
Manor to the ead of 1936. 

2. What was the total arrears in irrigation
and drainage rates to the end of 1936. 

3. What was the total arrears for Sea
Defence Rates to the end of 1936. 

4. What was the price realised from the
public sale of this estate which included all 
arrears of irrigation, drainage and sea defence 
rates. 

5. How will Government reconcile the arrears
of rates due to the Drainage Board also the 
Soa Defence Board. 

6. Are Government aware that prior to this
sale all arrears of taxation had to be paid by 
the new purchaser before a transfer of owner­
ship was permitted. 

7. In view of the apparent writing off of such
general revenue indebtedness, will Government 
seriously consider that the present estate pro­
prietors be treated in such a preferential 
manner by similarly writing off all such 
arrears. 

RADIO LICENCE, 

1. What is the total amount received for
radio licence during tho years 1935, 1936 and 
1937 (to date) each separately? 

2. What is the estimated number of radio
sets at present in use in the Colony? 

3. If as I have gathered the majority of radio
set owners have not paid such licences, what 
steps are Government taking to collect same-? 

4. Will Government consider setting aside
such revenue for the better control and improve­
ment of broadcasting in the Colony, under one 
organisation? 

SENIOR MAGISTRATES. 

Mr. JACOB gave notice of the follow­
ing questions:-

1. Who are the two Senior Magistrates? and
how are thoy classified ? 

2. Is it not the policy of Government th,.t
one Senior Magistrate should reside in Georg, -
town and the other at New .Amsterdam? 

3. Is Government aware that dissatisfaction
exists ovor the trial of cases in the Mag,s­
tra tes' Courts? and that this dissatisfaction is 
due to tho non-transference of Magistrates at 
regular intervals? 

4. Will Government accept the principle to
cause Magistrates to be removed from place to 
place every four or five years? 

5. Is Government aware that dissatisfaction
exists in regard to decisions given by unquali­
fied Magistrates ? 

•
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6. Whether the reply to No. 5 is in the
affirmative or negative, will Government 
appoint, in the future, persons who are qualified 
in Law to the several districts where there are 
Courts dispensing justice? 

RICE EXPORT LICl>NCE. 

1. In view of the undertaking given by Gov­
ernment on the 4th November, 1936, vide pages 
196-200 of Hansard, that the item, Rice Grad­
ing Inspector, should be passed until the ques­
tion of the further functioning of the B. G.
Rice Marketing Board is considered, will
Government state how long the Board will
coutinue to function after all parties have
::igrced that the Board cannot function satis­
factorily?

2. Is Govemment aware that the B. G. Rice
Marketing Board intends to collect Licence 
duty for the year beginning 1st September, 
1937, to 31st August, 1938, on 1st September, 
1937 '? 

3. In view of question N o.1, is it not desirable
for Government to arrive at an early decision? 

4. Will Government request the Board not
to collect Licence duty until a decision is 
arrived at by Government? 

PORE ,VATER PIPES AT "Cll'VLUGT, 

Dr. SINGII gave notice of the following 
q 1estion :-

1. Now that pipes are available, will Govern­
ment execute the works promised the residents, 
through the Commissioners for West Dcrnerara 

and the Ex-Director of Public Works, to instal 
pipes for the conveyance of pure water at 
Uitvlugt. 

PETITION. 

Dr. SINGH presented a petition from 
ex-private Charles Henry Cyt·us, of Bagot­
ville, \Vest Bank, Demerara, praying for a 
compassionate allowance. 

• 

ORDER OF THE OAY.

TaE COLONIAL SECRETARY : It is 
proposed to adjourn the Council until 
Tuesday when two important matters will 
be placed before Council, one dealing with 
the Estimates and the other with the sala­
ries of uncl&ssified officers. After that it 
is hoped to proceed with the consideration 
of the Estimates in Select Committee 
followiug the usual Budget statement 
which will be made on the same day. 

The Council adjourned until Tuesday, 
19th October, at 11 o'clock. 
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