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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Friday, 21st July, 1939.

Members Present

The Council met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant
to adjournment, His Excellency the Act-
ing Governor, SIr JoEN WADDINGTON,
K.C.M.G., O.B.E., President, in the Chair.

PRESENT.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Mr.
G. D. Owen, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Attorney-General (Acting),
Mr. 8. E. Gomes.

The Hon. J. 8. Dash, Director of Agri-
culture.

The Ion. E. A. Luckhoo,
(Bastern Berbice).

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C., (New
Amsterdam).

The Hon. E. F. Mc¢David,
Colonial Treasurer.

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, O.B.1.
(Nominated Unoflicial Member;.

0.B.L.

M.B.L.,

The Hon. W. A. D’Andrade, Comptroller
of Customs.

The Hon. N. M. Maclennan, Director
of Medical Services.
The Hon. J. I. De Aguiar (Central
Demerara).
The Hon. E. M. Wulcott (Nominated
Unofticial Member).

- The Hon. L. G. Crease,
Kducation.

The Hon. B. R. Wood, Conservator of
Forests.

Divector of

The Hon. W. A. Macnie, Comumissioner
of Labour and Local Government, (Acting).

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.I.
(Georgetown Central).

The Houn. J. Eleazar (Berbice River).

The Hon. J. Gousalves, O.B.L., (George-
town South).

LecisraTive Couxcir.

Unofficial Notices T32

The Hon. Jung Bahadur Singh, (Dem-
erara-Essequebo).

The Hon.
Berbice).

The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North Western
District).

Buacchus

Peer (Western

The Hon. A. G. King (Demerara River).

The Hon. J. W. Jackson (Nominated
Unotticial Member).

The Hon. G. H. Smellie, (Nominated
Unofficial Member).

The Hon. F. H. Martin-Sperry, (Nomi-
nated Unoftiicial Member).

MINUTES.
The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on the 20th July, 1939, as
printed and circulated, were confirmed.

UNOFFICIAL NOTICES.

GoverNMENT CoUNTY

SCHOLARSHIPS.
Mr. Dr AGUIAR gave netice of the

following motion :(—

Whereas therc appears to be a general
awakening and a genuine desire among the
people of the Colony to provide their children
with Secondary Education;

And whereas there is a healthy response
from the Primary Schools as evidenced by the
number of entrants and the results of the
County Scholarship Examinations;

And whercas there is a continued increase in
the number of children attending the Primary
Schools;

And whereas the number of free places pro-
vided annually for Secondary Education are
insufficient to meet the needs of these children,
and, are less in number than in the British
West Indies and other Colonies:

Be it Resolved,—That this Council is of the
opinion that provision should be made for
increasing the number of Government County
Scholarships to twenty-four, and that oppor-
tunity should be taken to consider with a view
to readjustment, if necessary, of the regulation
dealing with the number of Scholarships to be
awarded annually to each of the Counties of
Demerara, Berbice and Essequebo, and that His
Excellency the Acting Governor be respectfully
requested to refer the matter to the Honour-
able the Director of Education and the Educa-
tion Committee with directions that early
steps be taken to give effect to this proposal.

INCREASED
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APPOINTMENT OF UNQUALIFIED SANITARY

Insprcrons.

Mr. JACOB, on behalf of Mr. LEI,
gave notice of the following questions :—

1. Is Government aware that Sanitary
Inspectors have becen appointed before being
qualified as such? If the answer is in the
affirmative, will Government state the names
and reasons for each appointment ?

2. Will Government state how many appli-
cations were made to the Department before
any such appointment or appointments, and
the dates of the respective candidates’ qualifi-
cations and/or qualification ?

CiviL SERVICE APPOINTMENTS.

3 Will Government in the future adopt the
policy of appointment of members of the Civil
Service in order of the date of the applications
together with the respective merits in the
applicants’ qualifications and all surrounding
circumstances in order to give every applicant
an opportunity of being employed in the said
Service.

REePorT or Lronora ClOMMISSION.

4. Did Government deliberately lay on the
table of the Council the report of the Leonora
Commission in its incomplete form? Will
Government give the reason for doing so? Is
Government aware that the incompleteness of
any report when laid on the table of the
Council is misleading and unfair to members of
the Council? Will Government in the future
assist mempers of the Council in the discharge
of their duties by not laying on the table any
incomplete report and/or document ?

ORDER OF THE DAY.

Prisox ror Femanes IN GEORGETOWN.
Mr. JACOB, on hehalf of Mr. LEE,
asked the following question :—

1. Is Government aware that if a woman is
convicted and sentenced to 7 days' imprison-
nent or less she has to be publicly escorted by
a matron from Georgetown to New Amsterdam
Prison and she is in full view of everyone
travelling in“the trains and steamers as an
object of pity? Will Government cause this to
cease by erecting in or near Georgetown a
prison for women under-going short tcrms ?

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY (M.
G. D. Owen) replied as follows :—

1. A female prisoner is not identifiable as
such when travelling to New Amsterdam
unlesy, Ly her own Dbehaviour, she attracts
attention. It is not considered necessary at
present to erect a prison for females in George-
town.
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Tuaeg COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
beg to move :—

That, this Council approves the Statement
of Supplementary Expenditure for the year
1938, additional to that included in the
Schedules of Additional Provision for the year

1938, already passed by the Legislative Council,
which has been laid on the table.

Hon. members will sce from the state-
ment that the total amounts under heads
A and B come to $148,238.79. There are
one or two items to which I should call
special attention. On the first page hon.
members will see under head IX..—Educa-
tion-—an item, Grants to schools, $6,678.91.
That sum is required to meet payments of
arrears in salaries to certain teachers
during the period 1923 to the present day.
The payments will be made under Regula-
tion 21 of the Hducation Code, 1919. On
the second page there is a large item under
head XXTIII.—Miscellaneous—sub-head 38
—Depreciation of Investments, Post Oflice
Savings Bank, $104,607. This is due to
the revaluation of the investments of the
Bank at market prices at 31st December,
1937. There will not be a similar depre-
ciation of the investments in future because
the Post Office Savings Bank iy now a sepa-
rate organisation. Under head XXIX.—
Poor—there is anitem of $3,593 for dietary,
which is necessary owing to the increase
in the prices of foodstuffs. On the next
page, under Public Works Extraordinary
there is an item—Police Station, Belfield.
It was found that the amount previded for
the building of this station at Cove and
John was insuflicient and a supplementary
vote of $7,146 is asked for. The reason
for this excess is given in the remarks
column. Under the same head there is an
item—Improvement of drainage and filling
in of low-lying areas of Government lands,
Georgetown, $5,325. The work was accel-
erated towards the end of last year for the
veliecf of unemployment, and that is the
cause of this additional ecxpenditure.
Most of the other items are small, and
reasons for them are given in the remarks
column.

Professor DASH (Director of Agricul-
ture) seconded.

Mv. JACOB: T would like to make a
few remarks on this supplementary esti-
mate. The hon. mover explained one or
two items on page 2 but I would have
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liked to have listened to an explanation in
regard to the item under the head Police—
Emergency measures, Labour disturbances,
$1,098.34. In addition to that there is
another large amount in another estimate
in connection with the labour disturbances,
and T would like to make a few comments
on it. In addition I obscrve on page 5 of
the estimate an item—Expenses of visit of
Major G. St. J. Orde DBrowne, Labour
Adviser to Secretary of State, $181.76. I
would like to enquire whether Major Orde
Browne has submitted a report, and if so,
whether that report will be laid on the
table at the earliest possible date ? If he
has not yet submitted a report I may be
informed when we may expect a report
from him. In regard to the labour dis-
turbances I cannot help stating that public
money is heing wasted in the manner
Government is spending it. I cannot
understand why, when there are slight
stoppages of work, when workmen ask for
increased pay, or when they ask that
matters be investigated, police reinforce-
ments should be sent to estates and expense
incurred. T take it that if there is a dis-
pute between employer and employee it
should be settled before the police or
Government intervene. Recently we had
the creation of a very expensive depart-
ment, and 1 wn sure that if that depart-
ment is given an opportunity to investi-
gate in these matters there will be no
necessity to spend all this money on labour
disturbances.

In addition to that we have had the
recent Leonora disturbances, resulting in
the loss of several lives. T do not wish to
question the findings of the Commission.
In fact I have stated it before and I repeat
it now, that I have the greatest confidence
in the members of that Commission. At
least one of the members I can consider a
personal friend of mine, and my name hav-
ing appeared in that report dozens of times
I claim the privilege to speak on it. In
the first place I was prevented from going
to the sugar estate to speak to workers
who wanted me to speak to them. I drew
the attention of Government to it. I
spoke to the Colonial Secretary, the Com-
missioner of Labour and the Secretary of
the Sugar Producers’ Association and
advised them that it was necessary that
the attitude of Government, the police and
the Sugar Producers’ Association should
be changed. I advised them strongly and
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even went so far as to say that if Govern-
ment did not take steps we would issue and
broadcast a statement to the public that
we were withdrawing from the labour
troubles. The Royal Commission was in
the Colony then and I went to the Con:-
mission and made a statement, and to iy
horror I see certain references to me in
the report of the Leonora Commission.

We asked for copies of the evidence
taken at the enquiry, but Your Excellency
attempted to gag us yesterday. I know
Your Excellency has only been here quite
recently, but the attitude of Government
in these matters is very reprehensible. I
am accused in that report; I am told that
although T was prevented from going on
the estate I should have gone there at the
risk of my life and my liberty to speak to
the workers employed and controlled by
the Sugar Producers’ Association, and who,
T take it, are loyal subjects of His Majesty
the King. Suppose I had gone there and
something had happened? I am not too
sure that something would not have hap-
penerd, hecause the Police would do any-
thing to put me in 12 Camyp Street. I say
that very feelingly. My conduct on the
whole has had the greatest scrutiny, and
not a single individual, not a member of
this Council who had the temerity to
accuse me not long ago, can say that I
have not done my duty to my King and
country. I am told that I should have
gone and spoken to those people. Why
should I? T would have been told, if any-
thing had happened, that as one of the
leaders who are supposed to know the law,
I had flouted the law and gone to a place
where I was not asked to go. Yet the
Commissioners say that I should have
gone on the estate. I have the ufmost
confidence in those Commissioners but T
do think something wrong has happened,
and I ask Government to print the evidence
taken before the Commission so that we
might go into it. I personally want it so
as to be able to find out whether the find-
ings of the Commission are based on the
evidence given. In any case I am certain
that that statement was not based on my
evidence, or what I stated in evidence was
not regarded as true. I would like to see
the notes of evidence and have legal
opinion on it.

If the attitude of Government had been
different  the position of the Colony
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would have been quite different. T make
that bold statement, and I say again that
unless Government changes its attitude
there is going to be trouble in this Colony.
‘When there was shooting at Leonora the
Commissioner of Police was in George-
town. I do not know whether he is getting
promotion, but I know that junior officers
in times of stress may commit errors of

judgment. The fact remains that those
people have been promoted, and at the
expense of innocent human lives. 1 do

not know how Governwment regards people’s
lives, but even if those officers were
entitled to promotion it was not just or
fair to give them promotion at that time.
The manager of the estate has resigned,
for what reason T do not know, but we
know that he is not there. On Govern-
ment’s side the people who have committed
grave errors of judgment in my opinion—
and I put my opinion against that of any
other hon. member
been promoted and money has been spent.
Money can be found for destroying lives
but not for productive expenditure. I
consider the conduct of Government very
reprehensible, and I ask Government to
change its attitude in the future. I will
not say more. We are told all the time
that Government wants the co- operation
of the members of this Council, but 1 am
sorry to say that while we hear that from
the Chair I do not think Government
really requires the co-operation of all the
members of this Council, because in my
own case I have demonstrated it but T am
sorry to say that Government does not
accept our co-operation.

I read some questions this morning from
another hon. member, but I do not know
how Government is going to reply to them.
I suppose the usual reply will be given.
We are put to great inconvenience here ;
we are not given the information we 'ue
entitled to- get.  The whole system of
government here and in the West Indies is
most demoralizing, and I do urge and hope
that the Royal Commission will malke
recommendations for a change of this Con-
stitution, which is working in the interest
of a few who have pull and influence at
the Colonial Ofiice.

Mr. ELEAZAR : Thave never attempted
and will never attempt to place my opinion
against that of the hon. member who has
just sat down, but I cannot digest his
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system of logic when he says that if he
had gone to Leonora he would have been
in danger of losing his life, and yet he
objects to the police having been sent there.
Whatever he feels I cannot conceive of his
objection to the police being there. It
was a good thing that they went there
because the loss of life might have been
considerable. While we regret the lives
lost, I do not think anybody but the hon.
member could justify the remark that the
police should not have been sent there. I
think T have very much more experience
than the hon. member. I was one of the
lawyers engaged in connection with the
Rosehall riot in which 16 persons includ-
ing policemen, lost their lives. TIf the
police had not been there I do not know
what would have occurrved. Whenever there
is a likelihood of loss of life the presence of
policemen is a very necessary factor. At
Port Mourant where there are thousands

of people in comparison with only 20
policemen, nothing transpired. If the

policemen had not been there something
was bound to occur. No money spent on
such occasions can be said to be too much.
T compliment Government on sending the
police to Leonora, and I go further and
say that the conduct of the police was very
exemplary indeed.

But I have a grouse against Government
with respect to the large amount spent on
the police station at Cove and John. As
far as I know the police stations in the
Colony are all built at strategic points,
but suddenly somebody got it into his
head that there were too many, and some
of them were closed down. This has
resulted in a prevalence of crime which
would never have existed. The Belfield
post office and police station was erected
72 years ago at a very strategic point, and
men had been living there all these years.

Ve had never he'ud that Belfield was
unhealthy; in fact it was considered a
health resort all the time until suddenly,
without any indication to anybody con-
cerned, somebody thought it was not a
very nice place to live. The sand reef at
Cove and John 1is considered a better
place and a tremendous police station is
being erected there. The convenience of
the people in the district was not taken
into consideration at all, in spite of the
fact that a police station is needed where
there can be supervision over a larger
area. For the convenience of the people
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who occupy the place for a time Govern-
ment has removed the police station from
Belfield. This large expenditure over the
original estimate has to be approved at
the expense of small items which are more
necessary.

Government has erected a beautiful fire
escape alongside of the New Amsterdam
Hospital, but would you believe that there
is no exit from the hospital to the fire
escape ? That is the sort of thing members
complain about. An elaborate fire escape
is erected but because there are no funds
it is left incomplete; there is no escape
from the building to the fire escape. What
the hon. member for North Western Dis-
trict wanted to say he has not said.

My. JACOB : T do not know if the hon.
member is assuming the role of a prophet,
but T object to his accusing me of state-
ments which I do not wish to malke.

Mr. ELEAZAR : I sympathize with the
hon. member. Sometimes I see a thing
burning within him, but his language does
not convey exactly what he wants to say.

Mr. WOOLFORD : I would like before
the discussion proceeds to make one appeal
to the hon. member for North Western
District (Mr. Jacob) who has asked that
the evidence taken before the Leonora
Commission be printed and laid on this
table. He has given as one of his reasons
for that request that in the course of the
trial, as T understand him, his name was
mentioned on several occasions, and the
Commissioners have taken the view that
at some point or another he ought to have
approached the people or come into more
contact with them, and so and so may or
may not have resulted. At any rate the
Commissioners have indicated that his
more direct intervention might have led to
different results. T appeal to the hon.
member to consider whether the testimony
of the other witnesses may have justified
the findings of the Commission, apart from
anything he may have said, and what-
ever his own view may be of the findings
of the Commission i3 must always be
borne in mind that the findings of a
judicial tribunal ave the result of the
collective evidence of the witnesses who
appeared before it. T do ask that in
so far as that is given as a sufficient reason
for having the evidence printed at very
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considerable expense, hon. members would
not be persuaded by him in joining in such
a request.

There is another aspect of the matter.
I do not think there is anyone in this
Colony who has had a greater and wider
experience of commissions and committees
than myself, and T think T need cite only
one instance which might convince the
hon. member that his appeal to have the
evidence printed is one which, however
justifiable it may be in his opinion, is with-
out precedent, at any rate in this Colony.
In the case of the British Guiana Consti-
tution Commission, which in its scope and
importance was of far wider significance
than the limited investigation of the
Leonora Commission, the evidence taken
before that Commission, affecting every
inhabitant of the Colony, was never printed
or laid on this table. Tt is no use the hon.
member shaking his head because I tried
my best to have it done, but I found that
leaning on precedent it could not he sstab-
lished. 1 was all the more anxious that
that evidence should be printed, because I
felt that the findings of that Commission
were against the weight of evidence, and if
the evidence had been published it would
have disclosed that one individual and
about seven other people were in favour of
a change of the Constitution, yet the
majority finding of the Commission was
in favour of that. The fact remains that
the evidence taken before that Commis-
sion was never printed and was never laid
on the table.

I have not the slightest desire that the
hon. member should not have access to
the evidence taken before the Leonora
Commission, and T would suggest, as in
fact has already been suggested, that the
typewritten evidence, the record itself,
should be made accessible to the hon.
member and any other person in order
that they might read it. The hon. member
is always asking Government to restrict
expenditure. T may tell him that the cost
of printing the evidence is about $800.
To satisfy the hon. member’s curiosity as:
to what the finding of the Commission
was in relation to his own evidence, I
would suggest that if his only desire is to
find out what was the testimony given by
himself and how it has been actually
recorded, and to see the testimony of the
other witnesses, he would be able to satisfy
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his curiosity by looking at the typewritten
notes of the evidence. I do ask that the
public should not be put to the expense of
$800 for that purpose, when an extract
from the evidence could reasonably satisfy
the hon. member’s anxiety.

I know that the hon. member has always
listened to advice, and we have had many
discussions, but while I do not agree with
him I share to some extent his feelings in
this matter. T am very greatly interested
in and dependent on the people of his race.
I agree that their state in this Colony is
nothing to be desired, and if I could
ameliorate the conditions under which they
work I would gladly do so, and 1 still hope
that other and hetter methods may produce
that result. I ask the hon. member, not
because he is an East Tndian, hut because
he was born in this Colony, to restrain his
language and not to think altogether that
there are men who are not entirely
sympathetic. T ask him not to put the
Colony, to the expenditure of $800 to
attain his own personal wishes, or to attain
a result which is not commensurate with
the expenditure. I am sure that $800
could be spent in a far more heneficial
direction. Tf the hon. member is disposed
to take the view T offer him he would sce
the Colonial Secretary and wade through
the evidence, making copies of it if he
wished.

Mr. JACOB : I do welcome advice and
remarks made by the hon. member but I
would ask him as one of the advisers of
Government, and as a respected member of
this Council, to be accurate when he makes
a statement in this Council. He told the
Council that a precedent would he created
if the evidence taken before the Leonora
Commission was published, and he in-
stanced the case of the Constitution Com-
mission. T would like to refer the hon.
member to the Hector Josephs Commission
which enquired into the labour disturh-
ances. I have on my desk a copy of the
evidence taken before that Cowmmission,
and if the hon. member is not aware of
that fact I do ask him to make sure that
his statements are accurate, and that he
does not mislead the Government, the
public and this Council. 1 cannot imagine
the hon. member suggesting to me that T
want this evidence to satisfy my own
curiosity. Government is aware, and 1
think the hon. member ought to be aware,
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that a very responsible association has
asked for it. Another hon. member of
this Council has asked for it by letter and
has tabled questions about it.  Why should
Government not print this evidence?
Government is prepared to spend $20,000
in connection with labour disturbances.
Money spent like that would remain
in the Colony and would provide work
for the people. I do mnot think it
would cost $800 to print the evidence. T
would like to have that figure confirmed,
but even if it cost $800 I see no reason
why that sum should not be spent. I do
not think Government is justified in hav-
ing documents like this kept within the
precincts of the Colonial Secretariat. It
should be given the widest publicity possi-
ble, both here and in London, and in other
places  where those unfortunate people
come from. Tf the hon. member wants to
know why T want the evidence printed T
will tell him that the B.G. Bast Indian
Association wants to send the document
to Tndia, the Man-Power Association and
the legal vepresentatives of the relatives
of persons who were shot require this
document. I ask that every publicity be
given the document, and that in future the
police should not be used to shoot down
defenceless  people who are asking for
more money.

Tie COLONTAL SECRETARY : There
are just four points to which I would like
to refer. First of all the hon. member
has indicated that in his opinion if Govern-
ment had insisted upon the estate authori-
ties allowing him to go on the estate there
might have heen no disturbance. Govern-
ment could not insist upon the estate
authorities admitting any particular indi-
vidual to their estate, but Government
kept the Unions and the Sugar Producers’
Association constantly informed through-
out the day of what was taking place, and
the Labour Commissioner advised at every
possible  opportunity action which he
thought should be taken. I think the hon.
member will admit that there is at present
very close co-operation between the Unions
and the Sugar Producers’ Association.

Mr. JACOB: Unfortunately, after the
loss of several lives.

Toe COLONTAL SECRETARY : The
hon. member referred to the printing of
the evidence taken by the Leonora Com-
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misston. That point has been fully covered
by the hon. member for New Amsterdam
(Mr. Woolford). T wrote a letter to the
hon. member for North Western District
(Mr. Jacob) in reply to one received from
him, in which it was stated that Govern-
ment has no desire to withhold the evidence
from anybody, as it was published in the
newspapers, but there was the question of
the cost of printing it. The minimum
number of copies would have been 100,
and would have cost $795. To print 300
copies would cost $940. I have informed
the hon. member that Government is in
possession of only one copy, and if hae
would send a typist to the Building he
could type copies from it, but Govermment
could not allow the only copy of the evi-
dence to be taken from the oftice. There
are 749 pages of evidence, and nobody in
the Secretariat has the time to sit down
and copy that.

The hon. member for Berbice River
(Mr. Kleazar) referred to the fire escape
at the New Amsterdam hospital. I spent
several hours with the hon. member when
I was in Berbice recently, and T think he
mentioned everything he would like to
have, but I do not think he mentioned the
fire escape. (laughter).

Mr. WOOLFORD: I would like to
make a correction. The Commission to
which the hon. member for North Western
District (Mr. Jacob) referred, of which
the late Mr. IHector Josephs was Chair-
man, was an enquiry into labour disputes.
The Commission presided over by Mr.
Justice Verity was an enquiry into the
causes of the death of certain persons.
There is a vast difference hetween the two.
Again T would like to emphasize that the
sittings of the British Guiana Constitution
Commission were held 4n camere; the
public were not admitted, and it seemed to
me to be very desirable that the evidence
taken by that Commission should be pub-
lished, but there was no precedent for it.
I mention those things by way of compari-
son, and in the hope that the hon. member
will be persuaded or convinced that the
printing of this evidence is undesirable
and without precedent.

The Council resolved itself into Com-
mittee to consider the statement of supple-
mentary expenditure.
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MISCELLANEOUS.

Ttem 38—Depreciation of Investments
Post Oftice Savings Bank, $104,607.

Mr. McDAVID (Colonial Treasurer):
I understood the hon. Colonial Secretary
to say that the item in regard to the
depreciation of the investments of the
Post Office Savings Bank was unlikely to
occur again for the reason that the Sav-
ings Bank had heen established recently as
a separate and independent organisation.
Nevertheless it is a fact that the Statute
under which the Post Office Savings Bank
is operating provides a definite guarantee
that public revenue must bear any capital
deficiency which might arise either as a
result of loss on the working or as a result
of loss by depreciation of investments.
There has been some depreciation in the
vear 1938, and there is a contingent
liability on public funds for its amount. I
do not think the Council should be unduly
alarmed at this depreciation. The reason
for it is well known; public revenue
has gained’ by taking between 1932 and
1935 something like $400,000 from Sav-
ings Bank funds in respect of Savings
Bank investments when conditions were
entirely different to what they are to-day.
T would therefore like to warn the Council
of the possibility of another sum being put
on the hudget in respect of depreciation
of Savings Bank investments for last
year.

Mr. D AGUTAR: T am not quite sure
that T understood the hon. Colonial
T'reasurer correctly, or whether he meant
to convey to the Council that there was
actually a cash transaction or a distribu-
tion of cash. My understanding is that
whenever there is appreciation cash is paid
in by the Post Office Savings Bank to
public revenue, and wlhen there is depreci-
ation casli is paid from public revenue into
the Post Office Savings Bank. I would
like him to make that clear, or whether it
is only a question of book entry. If it is
a book entry I will have something more
to say on the subject. Tn that case this
item would be in the wrong place. This
is expenditure of the Colony, and I am
assuming that actual cash transactions
take place between Government and the
Post Office Savings Bank.

Mr. McDAVID: The

asswnption is quite vight.

hon. member’s
The amount of
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$104,607 has actually been withdrawn in
cash and put to the credit of the Post
Office Savings Bank funds to make good
capital deficiency arising in its books by
reason of depreciation of its investments.
As regards what I said about appreciation
in previous years, a cash transaction took
place. The appreciation was actually with-
drawn from the Savings Bank funds and
brought to revenue as a credit, but T want
to say that such transactions will cease
since, as the Colonial Secretary has stated,
from 1937 the Post Office Savings Bank
has heen established as an independent
financial organisation, and if in future
there should be appreciation it would be
put to the credit of the Savings Bank
reserve and would meet anv deficiencies in
the distant future.

Mr. DE AGUIAR : T take it that when
that time arrives this Council will be in-
formed of the tluctuations of appreciation
or depreciation. I presume that a regular
account is kept of these transactions, so
that when the maturity period of these
investments arrives, or when the time
arrives for more of these investments a
proper record of the various tranactions
which have taken place will be laid
before the Council for examination or
observation. T do not quite understand
the matter at all. TIf we are going to pay
into the Savings Bank funds money from
current revenue to meet depreciated funds
and receive money from the Savings Bank
in respect of appreciated funds, I am rather
inclined to the view that we are likely to
find ourselves in some difficulty later ; that
when one or both of those periods arrive,
or when the time arrives for selling
investments or investments mature, it
would be very ditficult to know what has
happened on balancing. After all we are
entirely dependent upon the Crown Agents
to make investments, and we have na voice
at all in the making of these investments.
If bad investments are made by the Crown
Agents and this Colony has to foot the bill
when depreciation takes place this Council
will have something to say on the subject.
I do not like the look of it, but I have not
had the time to go into it. I have not
seen any consolidated statement prepared
by the Post Office Savings Bank showing
these transactions under one head. 1
think the Colonial Treasurer, who is a
wizard at figures, will appreciate the point
T am making. T want to warn Govern-
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ment that when the time comes it may
find itself in some difficulty to answer
some questions.

Mr. McDAVID: T think the hon.
member is taking the matter too far; I
never admitted any balancing of accounts
at all. T said that before 1937 the Sav-
ings Bank was not an independent organis-
ation, and public revenue benefited by
any appreciation of its investments.
Therefore, at the moment the Savings
Bank has no surplus or reserve at all. In
1938 there has been depreciation, and
under the law public revenue mmust make
good that capital deficiency hecause,
obviously, money held by the Bank on
behalf of depositors will not be there,
whether it be due to depreciation of invest-
ments or loss. I merely mentioned the
appreciation of previous years so as to
show that this is really a giving back of
money we had taken in the past. Had we
not taken it, the Savings Bank would have
bheen able to stand this by itself. Tt will
probably be able to build up a reserve
from time to time. There is not going to
be any balancing of accounts at all.

As regards the working of the Bank,
very complete annual statements are pub-
lished by the Postmaster General, and I
am quite sure the hon. member, who is
perhaps a better wizard at figures than I
am, would be able to follow them com-
pletely if he would only read and digest
them.

Mr. De AGUTAR : I did not refer to
any balancing of accounts hetween the
Post Office Savings Bank and this Govern-
ment. What I referred to was what would
be the position on balance of these appre-
ciation and depreciation transactions that
ave going on, whether it would be founp
that this Government as a result of what it
has to pay out as a result of depreciation
is greater than the amount of appreciation.
I will pursue the question with the Colo-
nial Treasurer on another day.

Mr. GONSALVES : May I suggest that
the two hon. members allow the item to,
pass and have a friendly argument after-
wards ?

Item put, and agreed to.
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Item 32—Hmergency Measurcs Labour
Disturbances, $1,098.34.

Mr. JACOB: I desire to record my
protest against this item which is described
as “expenditure on purchase of rations
and expenses in connexion with employ-
ment of rural and special constables, and
travelling expenses and detachment pay for
N.C.0.s and constables of the Police Force
during the labour disturbances in July,
1938.” T still maintain after all that has
been said, particularly by the hon. member
for Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar), that this
money should never have been spent, and
if the Police and this Government would
listen to legitimate grievances which are
pent up, and take note of them and have
them rectified there sould be no need to
spend public money in this fashion.
Recently there has been something like
that being carried on but it has cost the
Colony a considerable sum of money and
resulted in loss of lives. I do hope that
in future expenditure of this kind will not
appear on these estimates.

Mr. DE AGUIAR : I purposely refrained
from joining in the debate when this
matter was raised by the hon. member for
North Western District (Mr. Jacob), but
in view of the definite protest he has made
as regards the expenditure of this money I
find it extremely difticult to remain in my
seat without making a few observations.
I desire first of all to say that as a member
of this Council and a citizen of this com-
munity I will never at any time restrain
the Police from preserving law and order.
I am not prepared to discuss the question
of grievances of workers, but I do wish to
ask the hon. member whether it is not his
intention—

Mr. JACOB: I ask the hon. member
not to refer to me at all. T wish to take
no advice whatever from the hon. member.

Mr. De AGUTAR : I think T am entitled
to ask the hon. member whether he is seri-
ous in his remark that this Council should
not vote a sum of money for the Police,
having for its primary object the preserva-
tion of law and order ? That is the reason
why T have risen from my seat. I do ask
him whether we should refuse to vote
money to the Police for the purpose
of preserving law and order? I do not
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think he wilk.find support from any other
member of the Council or any other citizen
of the community.

Mr. JACOB: In reply to that I wish
to make the identical observation. I
find support from nine-tenths of the people
of the country.

Dr. SINGH: I was not in the Colony
at the time when the disturbances toolk
place, but T feel sure that all this expendi-
ture would have been avoided if the griev-
ances of the people had been looked into.

Mr. ELEAZAR : T would like to move
that $800 be spent on the printing of the
evidence taken before the Leonora Com-
mission, and see if I could not get the hon.
member to agree to this item being passed.
If you will permit me, sir, I would move
that $800 be spent for that purpose.

Mr. JACOB: I am afraid the hon.
member does not know that he cannot
move a motion for a money vote. I would
suggest that the hon. member consult the
Rules.

Mr. ELEAZAR : T am asking the hon.
member if he would pass this item if I
did that. There is nothing to prevent me
from doing that.

Mr. AUSTIN: I do not know whether
the hon. member for North Western Dis-
trict (Mr. Jacob) in his latest remarks
referred to the little trouble we recently
had on the Corentyne Coast, but I would
like to ask him what is the Manager of an
estate to do when 600 people flock around
his house, blow shells, break windows and
throw stones at the Deputy Manager and
Head Overseer ? When the hon. member
was asked about it he said “ We have not
been told about it yet.” That was 48
hours after, and the nextanswer we got
was that it must have been done by a
number of schoolboys. Surely any indivi-
dual in this Colony has the right to ask
for police assistance, because in cases of
wage disputes a rush is made on an estate
without first collaborating with their
Unions in Georgetown. I cannot help
thinking that if the hon. member was in
the same position in any part of this
Colony and was rushed by a crowd which
did not see eye to eye with him, he would
look for the first police station to go to,
I certainly would,
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With regard to the publication of the
evidence taken before the Hector Josephs
Commission I think I am right in saying
that Mr. Hector Josephs said he could not
possibly go through all the evidence unless
there was a stenographer and an assistant
to take it down and send members of the
Commission the report by the next morn-
ing. I think that was done with the
consent of Government, and those reports
were sent to the Commissioners after they
had been read over by the witnesses. 1
think the cost of those reports did not fall
on Government.

Mr. JACOB: The hon. member has
given me an opportunity to refer to recent
matters. The Commissioner of Lahour is
here and I would like him to enquire and
report to the particular union concerned
the extent of the damage complained of by
the hon. member who has just spoken.
My point is that immediately grievances
appear they should be investigated and
remedied, and if those concerned with the
Government are not prepared to do that it
is a matter purely for them. Asa public
man, and representing as I do a large
number of working people—I make bold to
say that I represent about nine-tenths
of the working people on the estates—I
can only offer advice to Government. It
is not true to say that those concerned are
not aware of those grievances ; they have
been detailed over and over again, and it
is not only the action of the employers but
the connivance of othier Departments that
is responsible for things that have arisen
on the estates.

T refer particularly to the Central Board
of Health. An employer has a perfect
right to put a man off his estate if he does
not want him, but what is the position of
that man when he can find no suitable plot
on which to erect his house, and no land
to cultivate when he has been accustomed
to work on an organised plantation, doing
a particular class of work throughout his
life? Government seems unconce