333 Members DPresent

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

THURSDAY, 25TH JULY, 1946

The Council met at 2 p.m., His Excel-
lency the Officer Administering the Gov=-
eroment, Mr. W, L. Heape, C.M.G., Presi-
dent, in the Chair.

PRESENT :

The President, His Excellency the
Officer Administering the Government, Mr.
W. L. Heape, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Mz.
D. J. Parkinson (acting)

The Hon: the Attorney-General, Mi.
F. W. Holder.

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer, Mr.
W. O. Fraser (acting),

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, OB.E., K.C.
(New Amsterdam),

The Hon. C. V. Wight (Western Esse~

quibo).

The Hon. J. 1. de Aguiar
Demerara) .

The Hon. H. N, Critchlow (Nominated).

The Hon. J. B. Singh, O.BE. (Dem-
erara-Essequibo}.

(Central

The Hon. Percy C. Wight,
(Georgetown Central).

O.B.E.

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O.B.E,, (George -
town South).

The
Berbice) .

The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North Western
District).

The Hon. J. W. Jackson, O.B.E. (Nom-
inated).

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequibo River),
.The Hon. A. M. Edun (Nominated).

Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western

The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated).

The Hon. C. P. Ferreira (Berbice
River).

The Hon. T. T. Thompson (Nom-
inated).
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The Hon. W .J. Raatgever
inated).

(Nom-

The Clerk read prayers.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on the 19th of July, 1946, as
printed and circulated, were taken as read
and confirmed.

ParEr LAID

The COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on
the table the following document :(—

Report of the Committee of the
Legislative Council appointed to con-
sider the Electoral Districts as at pres-
ent defined.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

AND Roap TRATFFIC
BiLn

Moror VTEHICLES

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL gave
notice of introduction and first reading
of the following Bill intituled :—

“An Ordinance to amend
the Motor Vehicles and Road
Traffic Ordinance, 1940, to pro-

vide for the grant of licences to use
hire cars and goods vehicles on a
road and otherwise to resulate the
operation of such vehicles in any
prescribed area.”

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS

Workine ours oF WATCHMEN

Mr. CRITCHLOW gave motice of the
following questions :—

1. Is Government aware of the fact
that Watchmen are working about
13615 hours per week at business
places which close at 3.30 n.m. on
Fridays and oven at 8 a.m. on Mon-
days; and about 117 hours per week .
at business places which close at
11 am. on Saturdays and open
at 8 am. on Mendays; and about
1056 hours per weelk at business
places which close at 4 pm. and
open at 7 a.m.; and ebout 17415
hours per week during Easter
Holidays ?

2. Js Government not aware of the
fact that an organised Section of
Watchmen have made representa-
tions to Private Commercial Em-
pleyers and to Government for a
reduction in those hours of work,
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and have not had satisfactory
results in the majority of cases ?

3. Would Government consider the
appointment of an Advisory Com-
mittee, under the Labour Ordin-
ance, to go into this matter and
make recommendations to Govern-
ment limiting the daily hours of
work to 8 ?

4. Would Government be prepared to
make legislation on the recommen-
dations of the said Advisory Com-

=€ mittee ?

ORDER OF THE DAY.

BasrarDy (AMENDMENT) BiLL

" The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : I beg

“ % to move the second reading of the following
=; Bill intituled :(—

“An Ordinance further to amend
the Bastardy Ordinance, Chapter
147"

In doing so., I wish to point out for
the information of hon. Members that un-
der the existing provisions of the Bastardy
Ordinance, Chapter 147, as amended by
Section 14 of the Principal Ordinance of
1943, a collecting officer who has to make
payment to an applicant through a post
office sends both the original and the dupli-
cate orders to the postmaster. It is con-
sidered that a better arrangement would
be to send the original order to the post-
master and the duplicate to the payee.
This Bill seeks to make the necessary pro-
vision for this arrangement and also for
the recovery from the collecting officer of
amounts paid by the postmaster. It i3 also
sought in clause 3 of the Bill to make pro-
vision whereby a constable or the person
to whom the warrant is addressed can
receive the money which is payable by
the putative father of the child, on the
execution of a warrant which has the pur-
pose of bringing the putative father before
a Magistrate on*failure of distress, so that
payment of the amount due would obviate
his appearance before the Magistrate and
avoid the expensz of a journey which may
take him across the country or to wherever
the post office is situate.

Experience has shown that in several
cases a putative father is ready at this stage
to make payment but under the existing
provisions there is no power for the con-
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stable to receive the amount. In other
words, the putative father has to go to the
Court and make payment at present, since
he cannot do so to the constable or the
person to whom the warrant has been
issued. I think this new provision is a
very desirable one and I recommend it to
hon. Members.

COLONIAL SECRETARY se-

The
conded.

The PRESIDENT : The motion has
been moved and seconded; does any Mein-
ber wish to make comment ?

Mr. LEE : I desire to speak not on
the Bill, but as to the procedure that was
being adopted by Government. It is
rather surprising to me—knowing the num-
ber of hard cases that have been brought
to the attention of Government—that Gov-
ernment delayed so long in rectifying some-
thing that should be put right. Following
a recommendation of the West India Royal
Commission, a system was introduced in
the Bastardy Ordinance whereby Govern-
ment undertook to collect the money from
the putative father and send it to the
mother of the child, but Government would
not adopt the procedure whereby the
money could be paid by the putative father

“to the constable or the person to whom the

warrant has been issued, so that in case
of arrest the putative father would be
released on payment at the Police station.
Before this Council adjourned on the last
occasion, I pleaded with Government to
pass this Bill through all its stages because
I knew of a very hard case where a certain
man from Bartica was arrested and
detained in Georgetown for several days
because he had to appear in Court at Bar-
tica and the Court was not being held
there until two weeks later.

On leaving this Council I found that
there were several other such cases, one
being a case on the West Coast, Demerara.
where a man was arrested and had to be
sent to Essequibo to appear before the Mag-
istrate although the money was forthcom-
ing. After all, the collection of the money
is the essential part of the whole proceed-
ings and I think a remedy should have
been provided before. I ask that this Bill
be taken through all its stages today, so
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‘that relief could be given to those poor

unfortunate men who have to suffer as a .

result of the existing law. All of us —
.especially lawyers—know that if a wicked
mother desires to make trouble she can
go to a collecting officer in Berbice and
ask that her money be collected there and
if the putative father is in Essequibo he
would have to be taken to Berbice in order
to appear before a Magistrate there and
pay the money. I feel that a grave wrong
was being done to these men, many of whom
.could not make their payments when due
on account of economic conditions. I also
know that Magistrates have expressed the
view that many of them do not understand
the procedure.

The PRESIDENT : Does any other
Member wish to address Council ? Mr.
Attorney-General do yau wish to reply ?

Vs

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : I
think the criticism of the hon. Member
(Mr. Lee) is merely asking that the Bill
be taken through all its stages today. He
has approved of the principle and only
regrets that the Bill was not introduced
before. With the indulgence of hon. Mem-
bers I think we can take it through all its
stages today.

Motion for the second reading put and
:agreed to.

Bill read the second time,

Council resolved itself into Committee
and considered the Bill clause by clauss,
‘without discussion.

Council resumed.

The PRESIDENT : No amendment
having been made, I will ask the Attorney-
‘General to move the third reading of the
Bill if Members agree.

The ATTORNEY~-GENERAL : 1 take
it that hon. Members agree to the third
reading being taken now. With the con-
sent of Council, I beg to move that the
Bill be now read a third time and passed.

Mr. WOOLFCORD seconded.
Motion put, agreed to.

Bill read a third time and passed.

LEegisLaTive CouNci,
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I'ARMERS' GUARANTEED MINIMUM
Prices

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I
rise to move the following motion standing
in my name :—

“That, with reference to the
Officer Administering the Government’s
Message No. 5 of the 4th of July, 1946,
this Council concurs with the recom-
mendation of the ¢d hoc Marketing
Committee that the Government Pro-
duce Depot minimum prices guarantee,
as set out in the Message, should be
extended for a further year from July
15th, 1946, to July 14th, 1947.”

Certain price modifications have been
proposed and these are set out in the Mes-
sage. The renewal of the guarantee has
been recommended by the ad hoc Market-
ing Committee and I propose, with the per-
mission of the Council, to ask the hon.
Member for Central Demerara who is
Chairman of that Comimnittee to explain in
detail all the grounds on which the recom-
mendation has been made.

Mr. de AGUIAR : First of all, I
would like to second the motion so as
to put myself in order. This Message seeks
to continue the principle and the policy
of Government which was finally accepted
by this Council and whereby the ad hoc
Marketing Committee guaranteed farmers
minimum prices for certain local produce.
The prices they guarantee will continue
until July 14, next year. In other words,
this guarantee is for a period of one year.
Bearing on the details of this Message, I
desire to remind hon. Members of Council
that in addition to these minimum guar-
anteed prices there is also another set of
guaranteed prices by Government much
lower than those stated here in the Mes-
sage. If the Council accepts this motion,
the position would be that the prices stated
in the Message would become the minimum
guaranteed prices which farmers would
receive next year for the produce named
in the Message. On the other hand, if
the motion is not accepted the question
of supply and demand would come into the
picture it is true, but in so far as this Gov-
ernment is concerned there would be no
guarantee to farmers except the lower
prices guarantee which was passed some
time ago.
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The important alteration in the prices
now before the Council is the withdrawal
of the subsidy on one particular item—
cassava—which it was thought necessary
to introduce last year. Hon. Members will
recall that Government guaranteed to buy
cassava at 1% cents per lb. and to fix and
control the selling price at 1 cent per lb.
There was good reason at the time for Gov-
ernment’s decision to subsidise cassava,
Jbut it is now considered that those condi-

- tions no longer exist and therefore, al-
though the minimum guaranteed price of
115 cis. remains the maximum selling price
has been removed and il will now be 2 cts.
per lb. to the consumer. ’

In making that change there is a dis-
tinct advantage which Members would like
to hear. about and it is that although the
minimum guaranteed price of 1% cts. per
1b. is the lowest price the Depot must pay
the farmer for his cassava, in view of the rise
between that guaranteed price and the con-
trol selling price of 2 cts. per lb., it would
be possible provided the supply is there,
to pay the farmer a higher price than 1Y%
cts. As a matter of fact, the position is
today that the Depot is paying 1% cts,
per lb. for all the cassava delivered there.
That decision was made in respect of all
the items stated here in the schedule,
so that what I have said about cassava
applies equally to the other items named
in the Message, because there is a margin
between the minimum -guaranteed prices
and the control selling prices and so oppor-
tunity is given to vary the minimum guar-
anteed prices as circumstances warrant.

Hon. Members would, no doubt, be in-
terested to know what all this would mean
financially. Well, sir, in the Message it is
stated that the loss invoived is likely to
reach $50,000 but I would like to mention
that this is only a tentative figure. It all
depends upon the circumstances between
now and the expiring date of this guarantee.
Last year when a similar Message came
before this Council it was anticipated that
the loss would have been $65,000 but, as
stated here, it is now held that that figure
would not be reached as the loss was
only $45,000. I think hon. Members would
more coancern themselves, perhaps, with
the principle that underlies this Message
and I am sure they are in agreement with
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the policy which Government has adopted
whereby the prices of the farmers’ produce
as listed here would be guaranteed over
a period of 12 months. I have no doubt,
sir, that this Message will receive the same
sympathy as those Messages which have
gone before and received the approval of
this Council. If there is any further in-
formation that hon, Members may wish
to ask for in regard to details, or if there
is anything that I have omitted to men-
tion, I shall be very pleased to do so on.
request.

Mr. EDUN : I am in favour of this
Message, especially as it aims at improv-
ing the living standard of the farming popu-
lation of the Colony. The Message is of
such importance to the farmers that I
hardly think any Member of this Council
would oppose it except, perhaps, in detail.
The idea- of subsidising farmers in this
Colony is a very good one indeed and I think
it should go very much further. Instead
of subsidising flour to the extent of
$1,000,000 and amounts like that, if it was
practicable to subsidise the local farmers
to that extent it would be the best thing.
for this country. I do not think this Mes-
sage goes far enough. For instance, if we
take flour—a carbo-hydrate in itself—
and compare it with cassava, one would find
that the price of flour as sold in this Colony
is far higher than that of cassava. There-
fore, the Message has not gone far enough,
but one always has to see how much money
such a project would involve. I am of
opinion that this matter of food production
is one of such vast importance that Gov-
ernment should have instructed every locak
Food Production Committee as to its cen-
tral policy. For instance, when the central
Food Production Committee decided
in principle and in detail to have more food
vroduction, the District Committee of West
Demerara should have been imbued with
the same ideal. Par, 4 of the Message
states :—

“4, It is considered that these guar-
antees have caused material improvement
in—

(a) The total food supply;

(b) The variety of foods available;

(¢} The living standard of the farm-
ing population.... .. "
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I admit that there has been “material
improvement” indeed. The Food Produc-
tion -Committees all over the Colony have
done a fine job in accelerating the Colony’s
food supply and I have no doubt that the
living standard of the farmer has risen to
a certain extent, but that is not goocd
enough. I would ask hon. Members of this
Council to bear with me this afternoon
as I rehearse a cruel story of the wanton

“destruction of cultivation measuring 60 x 1

rads of plantains, bananas and cassava, by
no less an authority than the. Chairman
of the local Food Production Committee on
the West Demerara, not very many days
ago—on Tuesday, 23rd July.

I want this cruel incident in the his-
tory of that Administrative District to be
recorded here.” This morning I visited
the scene myself and saw how much
destruction was done. I was accompanied
by an important agricultural officer of that
district. I was asked to do so by a
man who has a piece of land attached to
his padi field—12 rods on the East and a
little less than 50 rods on the South of
that field. He had been planting that
piece of land since 1935, and he was sup-
posed to be the best farmer in that area
at Windsor Forest. By a strange irony
of fate this man was commended for his
cultivation by no less a person than His

- Excellency Sir Gordon Lethem in the year
-1944. As I saw the destruction this morn-
ing it was enough to make the heart of any
man bleed with pain. Not less than 153
“stools” of bananas and plantains each
containing 4 or 5 suckers—and these suck-
ers bearing, some ripe, some half-ripe, some
- young, some very young — had been cut
down by twelve employees of that estate
of Windsor Forest at the orders of the
Overseer acting under the instructions of
no less a person than the Chairman of the
Food Production Committee. I invite
every Member of this Council to go there
and see for himself this destruction, and
I ask the Press to go and see for them-
selves. I could not believe when I saw it
that man could be so cruel, and I started
to ask in my mind what is the policy of
this Government, whether it supports such
a policy by a District Commissioner or an

Overseer who is managing an estate of Gov--
ernment. It is indeed a very painful epi-

sode. When I saw the destruction this

TLizcistaTive CouxnciL
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morning I advised the man that it is no
use taking away the plantains; that he
has the remedy in his hands and tbat I
am sure any legal practitioner will be able
to bring against the District Commissioner,
against the Overseer and against those
persons who had cut down those trees a
charge of malicious damaging of growing
crops and succeed in a Court of Law. That
was all I could have advised that poor man
to do.

I asked myself this morning what was
the reason for the destruction. Was there
any reason that could be advanced to con-
vince .me that this destruction on a part
of that small piece of dam was in the
interest of the estate, in the interest of
drainage? Could that dam be of use to
anybody? When I investigated I saw what
was behind the whole tragedy. It was sim-
ply this: This man happens to be a very
successful cultivator; he takes a keen in-
terest in his cultivation and wants to see
that he gets water and other facilities so
that his cultivation can succeed. As an
interested farmer—every farmer should he
interested in his crop—he took exception
to conditions at a period when water could
not be had for his cultivation and his crop
would have been damaged, and wrote the
District Commissioner telling him that if
he did not get water he would claim com-
pensation and damages. That was on the
22nd March, last year. Because this man
was one of those persons who took an in-
terest in his own affairs and had the
temerity " to write the District Commis-
sioner about damages, he has hdd to
pay the venalty on the 23rd day of July
this year. He had been given notice on
the 18th February to quit the land by the
1st June. That notice is not worth the
paper on which it is written.

I do ask Members of this Council to
take this .matter seriously. It is my
privilege as a Member of this Council to
oring an incident of this kind to the at-
tention of this honourable Council, because
we are voting the taxpayers’ money in the
interest of the farmers by way of guar-
anteed prices. Here you have a man on his
own volition planting and, officers of this
Government behaving in a manner like
that of Hitler. This. little “Dictator”
thought this man should get off that land
by the 1st June, and because he did not get
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off that piece of land which is near his rice
land which he has been cultivating success-
fully since 1935, because he did not fall
down and worship at the feet of this "Dicta-
tor’”, on Tuesday morning a set of vandals
was sent on that land and his crops were
levelled to the ground. When I spoke to
Mr. Laing, Commissioner of Local Govern-
ment, about it, he said he could not be-
lieve a Disirict Commissioner could be
guilty of such a heinous crime at this
juncture in the history of this Colony's food
production. The temper of the people at
Windsor Forest is high as the result of this
act. It is good that I did go there and ask
them to bear with me until I ask this
Council to take cognizance of the incident
and to ask Government to see that this
little “Hitler” toes the line.

I am pained at this incident because it
involves a producing man, a man who has
been working all these years on his culti-
vation and you yourself in your Message
have given him credit for his work. I
invoke all the equity I can muster in the
interest of this man, and I invite Mem-
bers of this Council to go and see the
damage done. Nobody can prove to me
that there is need for that piece of land.
There is no traffic on that dam. There
are bits of cultivation on the dams sur-
rounding the whole area at Windsor Forest,
otherwise bushes cover them all over the
estate. The taxpayers’ money will not be
used to cut the bushes but must be used to
destroy ruthlessly food which the people
of this Colony need, which the people of
Trinidad need at this juncture. You your-
self said that. In view of that and in view
of the unsatisfactory food situation in the
world at large would you or anybody want
to make me believe that this District Com-
missioner does not know the food situation
at large? 1Is it possible for any Member
of this honourable Council to think that a
Chairman of a Food Production Commit-
tee will not know there is a dearth of food
throughout the world? 600 bunches of
plantains and bananas besides cas-
sava and tomatoes were destroyed,
and I asked one of the labourers
why they did it and if they could
not have advised their superior officer to
think it over rather than hastily order the
destruction of those crops. He said in re-
ply: “I was ordered to do it and I had to
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do it, as it was my job to do it”. I am not
going to say a word more. (Turning to-
wards the Press table) I ask the Press o
take a photograph of that destruction
and tell the world how some little “Hitler"—

The PRESIDENT : The hon. Me
ber should address the Chair !

Mr. EDUN: Very well, sir; I feel
strongly about it. I happen to be a Mem-
ber of the Legislative Council Food Pro-
duction Committee, and the hon. Member
who seconded the motion can tell you how
hard we have worked in order to bring or-
der out of chaos on that Committee and to
see that Government does exce~dingly well
in this matter. I thinkI have done my duty.
Before I sit down I want to warn every lit-
tle “Hitler” in the districts to take care.
I shall ask every man of Windsor Forest
to support this man in bringing a criminal
charge against the District Commissioner,
the Officer of Government who manages
that estate and the employees of that es-
tate, and I hope he will succeed before the
Magistrate. I do not know whether that
will be enjoyable to them.

Dr. SINGH: I am surprised to hear
the statement made by the hon. Nominated
Member. I feel there is something wrong
at Windsor Forest and Hague. Last week
while I was at this Council 25 men came to
me from Hague with a grievance. I met
them in the gallery and took them to Mr.
Laing. Fortunately that matter was set-
tled. Now there is something that could
have been avoided if proper care had been
taken. It is the first time I have heard
about it, and I consider it a serious matter.

Mr. LEE: As a member of the Esse-
quibo River Food Production Committee I
would like to ask this Government to be
good enough to instruct the Chairman of
that Committee to summon meetings more
often and to have more joint meetings be-
tween the representatives of the two 1s-
lands of Wakenaam and Leguan, because
at those joint meetings as the Representa-
tive of the people in that area I get to
know what is being done in each Island.
Your Excellency, I can assure you that the
little help the farmers do get from the
Food Production Committee assists them
materially. The records will show that the
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imoney was not badly spent, but to the con-
frary that it was spent in digging drains,
clearing kokers and the like, and the re-
sults have been very satisiactory; even unto
my representation that there should be
.a depot at Wakenaam for the purchase of
provisions from the farmers of the two Is-
lands is being considered by the Marketing
“Officer. I must thank Government for the
assistance given to the people in those two
Islands.

Mr. JACOB: I am not very happy over
the food situation in this Colony. I gather
from the remarks of the hon. Nominated
Member, Mr. Edun, that the Food Produc-
tion Committee has done exceedingly welil.
I do not share that view at all. I think
the Food Production Committee has done
some good work, but I hold it has not
tackled the problem in a proper manner,
.although His Excellency Sir Gordon Lethem
was Chairman and devoted a good deal of
‘his time to it, time which I think should
have been devoted to other things., Execu-
tive Officers of Government should have
paid some attention to food production in
this Colony. 1 gathered some time ago
that everything was all right, there was a
lot of food in the Colony and the Food Pro-
duction Committee lhad done well and we
were saved the possibility of any shortage
in the future. I do not think that is cor-
rect. I think there is at the moment an
acute shortage of ground provisions and
this will continue to be so long as the pre-
sent methods are adopted.

I was not surprised to hear the remarks
of the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Edun,
in regard to the destruction of crops at
‘Windsor Forest. That has gone on for
years and years in some form or other. It
is done by Government Officers, it is done
by sugar proprietors; it is done all the time.
Prosecutions have been brought and by
virtue of the laws in existence all those
prosecutions have failed. I have devoted
a good deal of time to these matters. I
attempted to give free advice in the Magis-
trates’ Courts but nothinghappened and the
result is we find ourselves in this unsatis-
factory condition. Perhaps it is thought
that I represented those people in the
Magistrates’ Courts and acted as their law-
yer. I do not pretend to be a lawyer. I
do know what Iam, but I do know I am not
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a lawyer. My Trade Union has assisted
tenants and the hon. Member for Es-
sequibo River has done his very best too
in the matter, but the set-up is such that
it is impossible to make progress, parti-
cularly lezal progress. I am sure
the man  whose crops have been
destroyed will find that it is held that he
had no right to plant there, although it is
Crown Land, and that an Officer of the
Crown had the absolute right to destroy
his crops.

I propose to say soruething construc-
tive. I propose to repeat what I said over
ten years ago in this Council. I had urged
on Government to do some substantial
work in regard to food production, but up
to this moment Government has failed
completely to do real progressive work for
the Colony,

The PRESIDENT:. The hon. Member is
making a general statement!

Mr. JACOB: I am going to give you
details. Possibly I would be limited to
half an hour, but I intend to give'details
because I came prepared to talk on this
matter. I hope the Chairman of the ad
fioc Marketing Committee will not go
away. That is what I am here for as an
Elected Member of this Council. Before
I leave the West Coast matter I desire to
say that the Guiana United Trade Union
has been receiving complaints very regu-
larly about the attitude of the Overseer
of the district of Windsor Forest, Hague
and La Jalousie. This gentleman has not
been very kind and has been playing the
bully towards the farming population
there. Perhaps he has something to do
with this matter. Only on Monday last Ire-
ceived more complaints about the attitude
of this Overseer. I make that statement
to support the statement made by the hon.
Nominated Member, Mr. Edun.

In regard to these prices referred to in
the motion, I have a communication dated
11th July from the Coverden Improvement
Association on the East Bank Demerara,
which caters for the farming community
from Land of Canaan to Clemwood, Dem-
erara River, which suggests the following
prices—

“Plaintains—4c. per lb. instead of 2c.

Sweet Cassava—4c. per 1b.

instead of 134ec.
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Sweet Potatoes—5c. per 1b.
' instead of 2¥c.

"Eddoes. .. 5¢. per lb. 134c¢.
Tannias. .6c. 3¥,e.
Yams. .. 10c. 4Y,c.

I am not going to agree that these sug-
gested prices are reasonable. They are
not. But that is the communication that
has been sent to me, and I have been asked
to make mention of it here while this mat-

- ter is being debated. While I was speaking
Your Exceiency said that I was making
a general statement and you want certain
particulars. I will give them now. ' In
Governor's Message No. 3, dated 8th July,
1944, of the Tenth Session of this Council,
His Excellency Sir Gordon Lethem made
these remarks about the East Bank Dem-
erara, the place where this representation
has come from:—

“It is proposed to make recommen-
dations with regard to the area—Craig
to Coverden. A survey extending from
Craig to Garden of Eden was first
made by the Consulting Engineer some
time ago. The Land Settlement Com-
mittee asked for an extension of this
survey up to Coverden. The plan of
the survey from Garden of Eden
to Coverdenr has now been com-
pleted. The area has not yet been
visited by the Land Settlement Of-
ficer nor the land valued. As soon as
the necessary action has been taken
and estimates prepared proposals for
acquisition of suitable areas will be
submitted.”

Your Excellency will recall that I was
appointed a member of the Land Settlement
Committee. I regret I have to say that the

Land Settlement Committee is making abso- -

lutely no progress. Before I accepted the
appointment on the Land Settlement Com-
mittee I made it perfectly clear to Sir
Gordon that I was not going to accept the
appointment unless the Cominittee was
going to do practical work. Sir Gordon
assured me that it was going to do so. The
Message I have quoted referred to the pur-
chase of Cove and John, Vergenoegen, cum

anneris, Bush Lot or No. 28, Corentyne,"

and the portion of the East Bank Dem-
erara reference to which I have just read.
May I ask what progress has been made
in this direction up to the present time?
I can reply to that —absolutely nothing.
I have been talking to this. Government
while I'was a Member of this Legislature
and bhefore I joined it nearly twentiy-five
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years ago. This Government has turned a-
deaf ear to those proposals—proposals
which were not only made to this Gov-
ernment but to the Secretary of State for
the Colonies. The East Indian Association,
the Trade Unions.and nearly every in-
terested organisation working in the in-
terest of the Colony macde repeated repre-
gentations, and those represcntations have
fallen on deaf ears.

I am pained to listen to statements
made from time to time not only by Gov-
ernment but by the Secretary of State for
the Colonies always putting the blame on
the people. It is time that this Govern-
ment accepts responsibility, and it is time
that the Secretary of State for the
Colonies accepts responsibility for having
done nothing. They have done practically
nothing to give these people assistance.
We have been told from time to time that
the people are not willing to do this and to do
that and to help themselves. I ask in the
name of all that is right, all that is proper,
is it the people’s business to lay the land
out, build roads, make waterways? Cer—
tainly not. Time and again the East Bani
road from New Hope to Coverden has been
closed by the Public Works Department to
all kinds of traffic. It is essential that
people should be able to travel in some
form. Yet you are saying this Govern-
ment is doing all it can, is doing its best
in regard to food production: I say it is
not. This Government will not do the
right thing.

You now ask this Council to vote
$50,000. What can this Council do but
vote it?. I hope that in addition to voting
this money this Council will insist.that
Government must do something. Is not
that a clear charge against this Govern-
ment, that you have done nothing for the
people on the East Bank Demerara? The
people who have written that communica-~
tion to me are not inspired to ask that
those exorbitant prices be given. Why?
It is because these people’s crops’are
fiooded out and there are no proper means
of transport, and in their opinion those
prices quoted are not high. If there are a
proper road and proper waterways, those
prices can be reduced. But Government
declines to act, and incidentally when a
demand is made for a committee to be ap-
pointed, all “Yes"” men of the Government
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are put on that committee and the matter
is left in abeyance. What is the Land
Settlement Committee doing ? I am a
member of it but I would like to know
that. Has this Government settled a
single individual on any iand in this Col-
ony? It has failed completely to do so
and, surely, responsibilily must be placed
somewhere—it must be placed on the ex-
ecutive officers of this Government and
particularly those who are Members of
this Councul,

I read in the Daily Chronicle of July
11, a full report of a House of Commons
debate in which the Secretary of State
for the Colonies dealt with the question
of poverty. The report is initialled B.P.I.
and I take it that it is a correct report of
what the Secretary of State said. Under
the head “Poverty”, the Secretary of State
says this:—

“We must find out the causes of
poverty in the Colonies..it is due in
part to the mal-distribution of profits,
but I shall be deceiving the colonial
peoples if I gave the impression that
te correct this can do more than touch
the fringe of the problem of colonial
poverty. That problem must be at-
tacked mainly by tmproving the pro-
ductivity of the colonial peoples them-
selves. They must make a greater
effort, supplemented by research and
more modern methods of production,
for in the long run no peoples can ex-
pect to enjoy a high standard of living
without putting in a high standard of
effort and achieving a higher standard
of efficiency. It cannot all be provided
from outside help, but having said that
I recognise that it is our responsibilify
to try to arouse in colonial workers
the desire to make this greater effort
by seeing that they get a fair reward
for their work. The abolition of po-
verty is an educational, economic and
cultural problem in one.”

We find these statements appearing
periodically —— throwing the onus of po-
verty on the people—but I think this Gov-
ernment should give practical suggestions
as to how these things should be done.
The time has come when we must face this
problemn and we — the Members of this
Council who have been elected by the people
—have to make our position perfectly clear.
Whether my brother Electives want to
make their position clear is a matter for
them, but I cannot co-operate with this
Government in an attempt to deceive the
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people and I do not believe the Secretary
of State wishes to do so either. Govern-
ment seem to be constanily saying “We
cannot get this or that done”, but the time
has come when we must get something
done. This Council is being asked to im-
poverish the people of the Colony still more
by voting this money and while we must
vote it, I say the time has come when we
must keep pace with better means of pro-
duction.

I do not know if my time — half an
hour—is up, but I intend to make full use
of it. I must say all I can in half an hour
onl account of this new Order, but we will
talk about this limitation of speeches later
on-—possibly in February or March next
year. Whilst T was in Montreal a few
weeks ago, T found that we can sell our
vice and our sugar to Canasa and yet no
efforts are being made in this direction.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. Membear
is wrong. We might be able to do it in
future, but at the present moment we are
under the direct control of the Combined
Food Board and we cannot send food
wherever we want. The hon. Member ¢ 3s
on saying “Send our rice to Venezuela and
to Canada”, although I explained to him
that we are powerless to export to Ven-
ezuela or anywhere else except by the
direct permission of the Combined Food
Board. The time might comz when the
Combined Food Board would not be able to
dictate to us, but at present we are under
its control and authority.

Mr. JACOB: This Legislature is the
supreme authority for the people in Brit-
ish Guiana.

The PRESIDENT: Not on the guestion
of marketing food. So long as the Com-
bined Food Board exists we have no voice
in that matter,

Mr. JACOB: So long as this Legis-
lature exists I would decline to take cog-
nizance of any Food Board in any other
part of the world. It is not correct to say
that I said our rice should be sold to Vene-
zuela—it is not absolutely correct. We
import food from Canada and we have to
pay for that food; why should we not have
a reciprocal trade agreement with Canada
so that we could sell her some of our pro-
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duce in return? We have a reciprocal
agreement but that is for the
sole convenience of the other side.
Why should we have to pay Canada for
her goods and not ask her to buy
our rice and other produce? It is a foolish
arrangement if we have to be guided by some
foreign power—no matter who it is—in the
marketing of food. I am representing the
poar, half-starved people here and I do
not see why our rice should be sold by
the Rice Marketing Board so cheaply in the
West Indies—at some thing like 5 cts. per
pound—while we have to pay dearly for
Canadian goods here. What kind of

hypocrisy is that ?

** I am proceeding to the United King-
dom shortly and I am going to see the
Secretary of State in this and other mat-
ters. Your Excellency will get certain
papers from me—1I am collecting those
papers—and I am going to ask the Sec-
retary of State what he means when he
makes these statements and yet allows cer~
tain people from outside to tell us what to
do as regards earning our livelihood here.
I 20 a single individual in this matter and.
peihaps, I am going to be told that I am
arrogant and rude, but I am not going to
allow these people abroad to look at the
poor people like those in Essequibo and
the North West District and dictate how
they should live. These people are in a
most deplorable condition now—they can-
not make two ends meet. All the mem-
bers of the local F'ood Production Comnmit-
tee should be very disturbed over this mat-
ter, because I know that the position of
the local producer is serious and is going
to become worse unless we help him to
market his produce to the best possible
advantage.

MR, C. V. WIGHT: I do not propose
to be long, but I think I may inform the
hon. member—not as an inducement to
favour local subsidisation but to respect the
resolution which has been passed by this
Council—that I do not think it can be dis-
puted that the resclution passed. today
binds every hon. Member and that the
moment it becomes a standing rule it binds
every Member of this Council. It is natural
that we must respect it if we want to he
constitutional and respect the wishes of the
majority. I think the hon. Member has
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always indicated that we should give sup-
port to some of his thoughts, but some of
his thoughts are not expressed with any
care and perhaps the sentiments he ex-
presses in the interest of the community
are not worded as correctly as they may
be. If, perhaps, he could restrain himself
a little he might receive some support in
many of the expressions that come from
him. I refer particularly to his mention
of the BPI communique and the remarks
of the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
If I interpret him as I think I should have
done, then I would say that I entirely
agree with him. It seems to me that we
are coming down to mere verbiage and I
think he would be well advised —if he
would take sane, cautious advice—to word
any despatch or communication to the
Secretary of State along the lines sug-
gested and I feel sure he would find
agreement and support.

Mr. JACOB: T7To a point of explana-
tion; may I inform the hon. Member that
I do not want any support from him. He
has his own job to do and let him do it.

Mr. WIGHT: What an hon. Member!
I have not offered him my support. I do
not waut to be associated with the hon.
Member too much, but I would like him to
go right. His methods are so objectionable
that they do not earn respect from me,
therefore I am going to keep clear and it
is not that I was offering my support to
him, I have a lot to do than to offer sup-
port to the hon, Member in his methods
which I deprecate and which I am en-
tirely against. I have never been accus-
tomed to his methods. However, if he
thinks they would add to his usefulness
let him continue. They most certainly
would not find favour with many in his own
Colony of British Guiana. However, let
me return to what I was going to say.
These words of the Secretary of State for
the Colonies are important words. They
are asking this Government to accept a most
difficult task—to assumne greater liability
——and I think the point should be presced
that this Government should be given
much more elasticity in forming its own
policy than at present. This is just the
sort of phraseology that is used by these
gentlemen, be they of whatever party or
colour—Conservative, Liberal or Labour,
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This is just the sort of phraseology
they use to create false impressions in the
minds of the people in these Colonies.
Indeed, one can hardly do anything more
than take in one's breath on reading what
the Secretary of State says in that para-
graph. In thie one breath he says we need
capital and on the other side we see a
‘policy of taxing the small capital we have
so that we cannot get any benefit from
it and cannot expand. It is evident that
we need more capital for development

here, but the Secretary of State
for the Colonies has not given
us our Jjust due under the Colon-

ial Development and Welfare Act. Nobody
who was born in this colony and hopes to
see it progress can deny that.

This is one of the Colonies expected
to expand, possibly along the lines of food
production generally, and yet we are left
with a paltry sum in comparison with
other places whose development, I submit,
has practically reached the zenith. Those
places have been given larger sums than
we have got. Can it be said that with
development this Colony cannot produce
more food ? We want assistance—we must
have capital—and I do not think it is fair
for hon. Members to look for money from
the head of this Government or the Ex-
ecutive of the Government who happens to
be in office, or any other Executive.
Perhaps we might give some consideration
to this point whiech was brought to my
notice the other day—and I am afraid
the Income Tax Authorities are looking to
scramble every form of income tax, in-
stead of investigating the possibility of
giving some latitude in certain directions
'sG as to allow development to flow on.

I refer to food production on rice
estates, for instance. A man breaks in his
rice lands and that immediately comes
against him as capital expenditure. Do
you mean to say the Income Tax Authori-
ties cannot realise that for a couple of
yvears they should give him some grace ?
There are other little things at which they
can wink their eyes and I think Govern-
ment is doing nothing hesides paying of-
ficials in matters of this kind. As regards
the motion beiore us, it seems to me that
Government is powerless to do anything
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else and I would ask hon. Members to pass
it unanimously.

There is, perhaps, one other thing I
might say; I had forgotten to mention it
whilst developing the question of capital.
It seems to me that the only thing the Sec-
retary of State for the Colonies and the
Colonial Development and Welfare people
are concermned with is the extension of the
franchise. When they have given us that
and they see what happens they would
say:—“Go ahead, we are finished; the
whole thing is in your hands.” It seems
to me that that is the only thing they are
concerned with.

Mr. JACKSON : I rise to support the
motion before the Council and I would like
to say that I have been associated with the
Food Production Committee from its in-
ception and that there has always heen
an effort on the part of Government and
that Committee to do the best they could
for the farmers, in order to increase pro-
duction and obtain better prices for their
products. I am pained to hear Mem-
bers speak derogatorily of the work
done by the Food Production Committee
and I am satisfied that in their heart of
hearts they know that some good has heen
done for the people—for the producers and
for those who are the consumers. I say
it pains me to think of the manner in which
certain Members endeavour to deride Gov-
ernment in and out of season, and also to
close their eyes towards the attention Gov-
ernment has paid to this problem for the
benefit of the people in general.

I want to say also that I was a little
surprised at the remarks made by the hon.
Member on my left (Mr. Edun) with res-
pect to a matter which I thought should
not have been mentioned in the Council
at this stage. I understand it is a matter
which is engaging departmental attention
and I think it would have been very much
better if he allowed the investigation which
is being carried out at the present time
to proceed and then, perhaps, if the results
were found to be unsatisfactory this Coun-
cil could have been approached. Now,
there are two sides of every question and if
one side is put and the other is not heard,
then, perhaps, the opinion formed by those
who have listened to the one side, might
be dwarfed when the other side is heaxd.
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As I understand it, sir, an individual
was squatting on a portion of Crown land
and he was instructed to approach Gov-
ernment in order that he might receive
legal permission to occupy that land. I
understand that he refused, definitely, to
doso; and while I do not say that the move
adopited to bring him to his senses is the
correct one, I do think, sir, that when
people act in defiance to the proper course
directed to them, they should not be pam-
perad. It is this sort of thing that causes
many people to become reckless — when
they openly defy lawful authority and re-
receive support from those who ought to
know better. They then feel that they
could always sit upon those whom they
should r1respect and always do what
they like. I hold no brief for the
persons to whom reference has been
made, because I feel that in the
proper course of investigation they would
be told whether they acted rightly or
wrongly, but I do protest against hon.
Members coming into this Council and
making statements against, Officers when
those Officers are not here to defend them-
selves.

"I think a matter such as this should
have been mentioned to the proper authori-
ties and that the result of the investiga-
tion should have been awaited. I do not
think it is the best thing to come here and
flaunt views before this Council—alleging
this, that and the other against men who
are not here to defend themselves. The
incident referred to is one which should be
inquired into, and not one which this
Council should take up at the present timne.
I support the motion hefore the Council
and hope sincerely that it would be passed
because it is for the benefit of all con-
cerned.

The PREIIDENT: Does any other
Member wish to speak ? Before asking
the Cclonial Secretary to reply perhaps he
would prefer that I ask the hon. Member
(Mr. de Aguiar) to do so because the mat-
ter is within his parcvicular province—I
would say that the accusation or the repre-
sentation made by the hon. Nominated
Member, Mr. Edun, is of a very serious
nature and I have listened carefully to what
he has said. I have listened very carefully
also to the last speaker, and much of what
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he has said I am in agreement with. I
do not think one should make capital of
such incidents and use them as a stick for
beating Government, We all make mis-
takes and if a mistake has been made I
think it is a matter for Government to see
that justice is done. I, personally, have
no knowledse of the matter and so I have
asked Mr. Laing (Commissioner of Local
Government) to come. Perhaps he has
first-hand knowledge already and if he says
this incident did take place it would en-
tirely be up to his Department to enquire
into all the circumstances. I suggest that.
he be permitted to do so—if hon. Members
desire that he should make enquiries—and
inform me later.

The PRESIDENT: Mr,
you make a statement ?

Laing, will

Mr. LAING: Yes, sir; I will.

Mr. EDUN: Before you ask Mr. Laing
to speak, sir, in view of the fact that the
last speaker made ceriain observations re-
lating to the privileges of Memober:; of this
Council, I should like to refer to hen. Mem-
bers to the directions given by .the Chair-
man to the Advisory Committees. This.
is a document which ought to enlizhten-—-—

Mr. ROTH: 1 rise to a point of order.
I understood that these directions of the
Chairman to the Advisory Committees are
distinctly confidential. They are really
from the Governor to the Members of this.
Council and I say it is improper for any
Member to get up and make reference to
such a confidential document.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. Member
need not have any fear. I do not know
what the hon. Mr. Edun was going to say,
but I do not think there should be any fear
about his guoting from the document. The
accusation or representation hie has made
is of so serious a nature that I have asked
Mr. Laing to come and answer it. I have
not got the instructions before me; are
they confidential ?

Mr. C, V. WIGHT: No, sir; there was
nothing on the-Covering letter.

Mr. Eii I have the letter frormn
Government here and it is not confidential.
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The PRESIDENT: Does it really mat-

ter now ? You see, I have Mr, Laing here.

Mr. EDUN: The question of the
privilege of this Council having been
raised.—

The PRESIDENT : I do noft know
that the question of privilege has been
raised. Serious attention is being given
to your report and I have got Mr. Laing
here to reply to it.

Mr. LAING: I would like to say first
of all, sir, that the man in guestion, Mr.
Deonaraine, was and is in illegal occupa-
tion of the land which is part of the Gov-
ernment lands at Windsor Forest, Hague
and La Jalousie. The drainage and irri-
gation of the lands have recently been
reconditioned at a cost of some $50,000 to
this Colony. It is therefore desirable that
we should maintain these estates in a
proper condition. An important part of
the administration system of these estates
on which rice is planted is that there
should be a proper system of irrigation.
That system of irrigation depends
on two things — the supply of water
and the ability to conserve that water be-
tween the high level dams of what are
known as the middle walk or irrigation
trenches. In order to protect those dams
there is a reserve on both sides of the irri-
gation trench dams on which no one is
permitted to piant. If those reserves are
planted the dams are weakened and the
irrigation system which is necessary to the
cultivation of rice may be destroyed. The
reserve is also there for another purpose.
‘When the irrigation trench is required to be
dug there must be space on either side to
place the spoil from the trench.

With no cne’s permission and against
the advice of the Superintendent of
the Government &states, Mr, Deonaraine
planted the reserve which is opposite to his
rice bed. He was asked frequently to re-
move his crops. This he refused to do and
continued to plant. This was going on
since 1942, and eventually after persis-
tently refusing to stop planting the Dis-
trict Commissioner issued him with a
notice to leave the land at the end of June.
He neglected to do so and, I regret to say,
very drastic action has been Laken to make
him get off. My investigation stops there.
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As to the illegality of the notice which
has been issued, and the legal process
necessary to remove Mr. Deonaraine from
the land, I will naturally have to obtain
the advice of the Law Officers of the Crown
and, therefore, sir, I prefer not to make
any further statement until I am advised
as to the legal position. I may add that
Mr. Edun rang me up on Tuesday after-
noon and reported the matter to me. I
informed him that I would be out of town
on Wednesday with Your Excellency but I
would have enquiries made and inform him
of the results today. Unfortunately I did
not get an opportunity to tell him the
result of my investigation. He did tell
me that some 600 trees were involved.
That is, however, an over-estimate.

Mr. EDUN: That is not so. I went
there myself and saw the stools myself.

Mr. LAING: The trees were counted
by the Rangers on the estate, and there
were only 150 stools of plantains and bana-~
nas. They have been reckoned by the
Rangers, and that is the estimate I have
been provided with today. I can only re-
peat, sir, that I prefer to have the legal
position of this matter examined by the
Law Officers of the Crown before any fur-
ther action is taken in this matter.

The PRESIDENT: I thank you, Mr.
Laing. I hove the hcn, Member who
brought this matter to the notice of Gov-
ernment would agree that this is a matter
on which we should continue investiga-
tion. In due course the hon. Member
will be informed and also this Council
as to the result of the investigation. As
Officer Administering the Government my
sole concern is that justice should be done
in the matter.

Mr. de AGUIAR: Sir, the hon. Mem-
bers who have spoken on this motion have
agreed entirely with it and have indicated
their full support of the motionn. The hon.
Member for North-Western District, al-
though he stated that he was in agreement
with it, made some observations of a
general character in that arrogant spirit
we have all become so accustomed to see
him in on ecextain occasicns. I think it is
just right and proper that I shouild deal
with some of ths poinis he endeavoured to
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make. He started off by saying that the
Government did not tackle the matter in
a proper manner. Well, sir. to use a
Churchillian phrase which I think most
hon. Members have heard before,
I think the hon.Member missed the bus.
He waited until 1946 to accuse the Gov-
ernment of not tackling this matter in a
proper manter.

Mr. JACOB: I rise to a point of correc-
tion! I have always said this food pro-
duction business is not being tackled in a
proper manner.

Mr. de AGUIAR: He may be right; he
has always said Government is wrons.
But that does not say he is right. I still
maintain it is somewhat late in the day to
say that. Government had been endeavour-
ing ever since the war started to encour-
age food production in this Colony, and
what is more important in the necessary
evil is Government endeavoured to make a
good job of it, it is true, without the assis-
tance of the hon. Member, He wants to
know what Government has done. I do not
promise I will be able to give him at this
juncture a complete record of Goverii-
ment’s efforts in this direction, but whilst
he was speaking I jotted down a few notes
at random to remind him of some because
there are several more which I am about
to collect. In the first place Government
had formed a Leegislative Councili Commit-~
tee, and I challenge the hon. Member to say
whether as a first step Government was
not right in doing that. There were obh-
jectives behind it. It was felt, and quite
rightly too, that after those Members of
the Legislative Council Food Production
Committee sat and considered the various
projects, various ideas put up by Gov-
ernment Technical Officers, and agreed
upon them, as those projects involved the
expenditure of Government funds it was
only reasonable to expect when the matter
came up for discussion and approval in
this Council those Members who had the
opportunity of going into the details would
support the measure in this Council. Then
there was the formation of District Com-
mittees. I am sure the hon. Member is not
serious when he says Government was not
correct in establishing or creating those
Committees in the several rural dis-
tricts of the Colony. It gave the people
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themselves an opportunity to make re-
presentations to the main body and, what
is more, it gave them an opportunity to ap-
peal for assistance, advice and encourage-
ment which, I venture to say, despite what
the hon. Member for North-Western Dis-
trict thinks about it, were very gladly
given to them on every occasion.

On the other hand Government ap-
pointed a special Food Production Officer
whose main duty was to go into the dis-
tricts and give advice on matters of agri-
culture— the type of food crops to be
planted — and to investigate applica-
tions for assistance and, as far as I know,
10 genuine application for such assistance
either in one form or another has heen
refused. I challenge the hon. Member
again to inform this Council of any ques-
tion which may have been hrought to his
notice where an application of that kind

was refused with no reasons for such
refusal.
Mr. JACOB: Wrong method!

Mr. de AGUIAR: The hon. Member
has retorted it is a wrong method. If that
method is wrong, it is up to me to ask him
if he has ever approached Government to
show the right method. I am not aware
of any effort on the part of the hon. Mem-
ber to show this Government where those
methods were wrong and, what is more,
I have not yet heard either in this Council
or outside the hon. Member putting up a
method himself. It is very easy to come
hiere and criticize. Is he going to deny that
financial assistance was offered the people
of the districts to increase their produc-
tion? Is he going to deny that planting
material was given to those people? Is he
going to deny that in cases where drainage
problems arise assistance in one form or
another was given to them? If he denies
all these things, then there is only one
answer—the hon. Member is not familiar
with the subject. It is a very simple mat-
ter for Members to rise in this Council and
criticize in a destructive manner the ef-
forts that Government is making to better
the position in so far as the inhabitants
of this Colony are concerned, more par-
ticularly the farmer. I am ashamed as a
Member of this Coulcil to have sat here
this afternoon and listened to the hon.
Member for North-Western District repeat



361 Farmers’

over and over again that this Gov-~
ernment made very little effort and did
not tackle the matter from a correct angle
to assist the farming community of this
Colony. Before I pass on I shiould perhaps
add that even in the marketing end of
theirr produce Government came to the
assistance of these farmers.

Mr. JACOB: Wrong again!

Mr. de AGUIAR : I have heard him say
“Wrong again”, but I do not think he
knows anything about it. I would like to
ask him a few questions, as out
of those questions we would see how
much or how little he knows about the
activity of the ad hoc Marketing Com-
mittee. I venture to suggest that he will
not be able to cite a single instance of the
work that is being done by that Committee.
I do not think he knows anything about it.

I challenge him to say he knows
anything about it. I doubt very
much whether he knows — he is

very good at flgures — how much it
cost Government to keep that organisation
in being. Y donot think he knows even that,
although the figures appear in Councii
every once in a while. Then, sir, he talks
about representation made to him in re-
gard to the prices. He talks about a letter
sent to him and then quotes prices which
he himself has admitted are exorbitant.

Mr. JACOB: Perhaps!

Mr. de AGUIAR : I do not know what
the hon. Member means by ‘“perhaps,”
‘when he himself admitted they were ex-
orbitant. If he does not think that way,
then I must give him this answer: There
again he 4id not take the trouble {o A
out whether they are exorbitant or not
‘before coming to this Council and making
a loose Statement in so far as the prices
are concerned. I would like to tell him
this: I have not had an opportunity to
examine the prices he quoted, but I want
him to know that they bear no relation
whatever to the cost of production of the
items he has named. I am sure he will
agree with me that in examining the prices,
which ought to be paid promptly after, such
consideration will be an examination of
the cost of production in order to
@ascertain whether the prices suggested
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are true, fair and a reasonable re-
turn to the farmer. In making that exam-
ination I want him also to bear in mind
that whilst we are here to do all we can
for the farmer we must also bear in mind
the position of the consumer. It is pain-
ful that an Elected Member like the hon.
Member for North~Western District should
give me cause to speak in this Council of one
of my colleagues on such an important
matter in the way I am doing. I do ask
him whenever he wishes to criticize Gov-
ernment policy always to take care that
he is fully seized with the facts and, what
is more, that when he rises to speak in
this Council he speaks not only with knowl-
edge but with conviction. He must see
that the words he is using on behalf of the
persons wlio represent the matter to him
are true, fair and properly put in this
Council,

In the course of his remarks the hon.
Member introduced tne question of rice. 1
do not want to go into a rice debate. Your
Excellency has told him about the Com-
bined Food Board. With all due respect
to the hon. Member I do not think he
knows anything about it. Is the hon.
Member aware of the fact that the Com-
bined Food Board controls the goods that
are exported from this Colony ? I do not
think the hon. Member is aware of that.
He has probably heard of some system of
control in Canada and elsewhere, and al-
lows himself to believe that the Legislature
of British Guiana are theonly people with a
voice In so far as the food situation of
the world is concerned. I would like to
tell him, sir, even the Houses of Parliament
are concerned over the situation and have
to bow in obedience to the decisions made
by the Combined Food Board. But I want
to say that nothing I have said must be in-
terpreted to mean that representations
caunot be made and representations in
their properr and true perspectives. I
would like to tell the hon. Member that
representation in the form that he puts
up to this Council today will not have the
slightest hope of receiving any considera-
tion whatever. This, perhaps, will illus-
trate to the hon. Member with greater
force what I have been telling him. He
knows what I am talking about now, I
would just like to remind him that not
many months ago when an offer was being
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made to permit the purchase of flour from
Canada on a commercial account as the
result of this same Board, which he is talk-
ing so much about and knows so little
about, it was found—

Mr. JACOB: May I rise to a point of
correction ! I never referred to any Board.
Your Excellency made reference to the
Board and I replied.

Mr. de AGUIAR: Your Excellency
gave a reply to the remarks made, but T
am afraid the hon. Member did not accept
it. That is why I am dealing with the
matter. I am not surprised about that.
It is not the first time. The hon. Member
never accepts anything coming from the
Chair. The hon. Member is quite aware
of the fact that although the pressure was
strong for flour to be imported on a com-
mercial account the ultimate decision was
that Government purchases had to con-
tinue. There was no option. Putting it
bluntly, if this Legislature had met and
passed a pious resolution that flour be im-
ported into this Colony on a commercial
account, the result would have been that
there would have been no flour in this
country. That is one instance which, I am
sure, the hon. Member must be aware of.
It is not a question of power. It is more a
question of pooling of ideas, pooling of re-
sources. This question of food is not a
local matter. It is a world matter, and
the operation of the Combined Food Boara
1s only a pooling of ideas, a pooi-
ing of supplles, a pooling of re-
sources and a distribution of those sup-
Dlies which is very important. That
is the reason why the hon. Mem-
ber was told it would not be an easy
matter for British Guiana rice to be sent
to Canada or elsewhere; it is because Brit-
ish Guiana rice was apportioned to certain
parts of the world. The hon, Member talks
about “Yes” men. Again I am surprised
at him. Is he suggesting that the hon.
Member, Mr. Edun, isa “Yes" man ? Iam
not going torefer to myseli. *{e may think
I am a “Yes” man but, I think, he knows
better than that. I would just ask him
whether he seriously suggests the hon.
Nominated Member, Mr. Edun, is a “Yes"
man,
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Mr. JACOB : May I ask if he is on

the Rice Board ?

Mr. de AGUIAR: If the hon. Member
did not interrupt I was going to say he 1s-
a member of the Legislative Council Food
Production Committee, the same Commit-
tee which we are discussing, and I am "sure
the hon. Member will agree that Member
is not a “Yes”man. I would tell him quite
frankly that as a member of that Com-
mittee myself I have listened with very
great pride and pleasure to the repre-
sentations made from time to time by that
same Member, and I have also had the good
fortune or misfortune, whichever does now
matter much, of hearing him resist certain
actions and plead the cause of the farmer.
We get too much of this sort of thing in
this Council. It has gone further now.
It is no longer playing to the gallery. I
have heard Members of this Council talk
about another Member playing to the gal-
lery. But it is no longer playing to the
gallery in the case of the hon. Member
for North-Western District. I venture to
suggest very mildly that in his case it is «
question of habit. He is so accustomed to
seeing the bad things of life that he can
look at any subject in this Council in that
same way. It is, however, not too late, I
hope, for him to mend his ways, and I once
more—1I think I have dore it before—urge
upon him—

Mr. JACOB: I never heard that since
1935.

Mr. de AGUIAR: I once more urge
upon him the necessity of contributing to
a debate in a more constructive manner,
so that we may obtain some benefit from
his intelligence, however much that may
be.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Sir, L
am indebted to the hon. Member for Cen-
tral Demerara for his assistance in sup-
porting this motion and replying to the
debate. He dealt so very fully with the
subject that I do not think there is much I
can usefully add. I would however like to
say just one word on the wider aspect of
the matter. Although the war is over the
shortage of food is still very much on, and
there can be no sharper reminder that
such exists than the recent decision of His
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Majesty’s Government of the United King-
dom for the rationing of bread. As the
hon. Member for Central Demerara has
said, our local problem is part of a wider
problem of common interest. As long as
the emergency continues, we must make
for ourselves some sort of central control.
I hope this motion has the unanimous sup-
port of this Council, and I proceed to for-
mally move—

That with reference to the Of-
ficer Administering the Government’s
Message No. 5 of the 4th of July, 1946,
this Council concurs with the recom-
mendation of the ad hoc Marketing
Committee that the Government
Produce Depot minimum prices guar-
antee, as set out in thte message, should
be extended for a further year from
July 15th, 1946, to July 1l4th, 1947.

The PRESIDENT: I will now put the
motion to the Council. Those in favour
say “aye” and those against say “no”.

Motion carried unanimously.

Erccriex . = Now Post Orrick

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I beg o
move the following motion standing in my
name:—

“That, this Council approves of
the erection of a building to accom-
modate the Post Office and other Gov-
ernment offices at a cost not exceed-
ing $700,000 and, further approves of
the cost being met from the funds
raised under the Public Loan Ordin-
ance, 1945.”

Your Excellency, this motion which
now comes before Council for approval
seeeks to obtain a decision in regard to
the erection of a building to accommodate
the Post Office and other Government of-
fices at a cost not exceeding $700,000 and
the provision of the necessary funds for
financing the project. Hon. Members are
pware that consequent upon the destruc-
tion of the General Post Office in the fire
which occurred on February 23, 1945,
several branches of the Post Office have
had to be scattered over Georgetown, with
a certain amount of consequential incon-
venience to the public and the staff of the
Post Office. I would say that both have
appreciated the difficulties and have ac-
cepted them with a spirit of understand-
ing.
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The necessity for the erection of the
Post Office as soon as possible has been
emphasized again and again by hon. Mem-
bers in this Council. At the present time
the staff activities of the Post Office are
spread over seven buildings which are:—
the upper flat of the Regent Hotel where
there are the Administrative Offices, the
Accounts Branch, and the Stores Branch
with records, stamps and postal orders; the
Town Hall basement in which there is the
Mails Branch, while in the shed in the
Town Hall compound there is the Parcels
Branch; the Cornhill Street Post Office to
which the counters of the General Post
Office were removed; and on the lower flat
of this building — the Public Buildings—
where the Savings Bank Branch is being
carried on.

Perhaps it is desirable for me to in-
form hon. Members of the area of the
General Post Office when the fire took
place. The ground ares was 25,336 sq. feet
which inctluded the floor area in a four-
storeyed building, with a two-storeyed Par-
cels Branch asan annexe. The proposed area
of the new building according to the De-
velopment Plan which is part of the Town
Planning (Georgetown Fire Area) Ordin-
ance, 1945, is 16,182.27 sq. feet. The Post-
master General has informed Government
that he requires a ground area of 27,480
sq. feet, and a floor area of 36.1000 sq. feet.

It will be appreciated that it is impera.-
tive from every point of view that the
Post Office proper, so far as its activities
are concerned, should be contained in a
single flat for the convenience of both the
public and the staff. The Postmaster
General also emphasises the desirability
of so constructing the building as to al-
low for any expansion in future. It will
be within the recollection of hon. Mem-
bers that in Section 4 of the Town Plan-
ning Ordinance provision was made
whereby the Development Plan which
was placed before hon. Members was ap-
proved and became the Development Plan
of the area, while in Section 4 (2) it is
stated that :

“(2)There shall be a re-plan-
ning scheme in respect of the Area,
and for the purposes of this Ordin-
ance the re-planning scheme which
is marked or otherwise indicated an
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the development plan is hereby ap-
proved as, and shall be, the re-plan-
ning scheme in respect of the Area.”

I would emphasise that hon. Mem-
bers have had the report of Messrs. Wat-
kins and Partners, architects in their
hands for the past week  which
I hope they have studied, and if
I may be bpermitted to refer to this
report — in conection with the ad-
vice given to Government—it would be seen
in par. 1 that the area allocated to Gov-
ernment buildings in the approved plan
contains two blocks, each 80 x 198.39 ft.,
separated by a roadway 38.9 ft. wide and
bounded by North Street—the printed copy
has Church Street as stated in the report,
but this is a mistake and it should real-
ly be North Street on the North, Robh
Street on the South, and by two streets
on the East and West. Paragraph 2 of the
Report states :

“2. Consultations with the Act-
ing Postmaster General and the Direc~
tor of Public Works indicate that it
is essential for the proper planning
of an adequate General Post Office
that the sites allocated should be con-
verted into one hy the omission of
the proposed separating east and west
roadway.”

I hope hon. Members would bear that
in mind because it means that instead of
having a roacway hetween the two sites
for the use of the public, the whole area
will be utilised for the erection of the Post
Office and other offices which Government
proposes to accommodate there. Paragraph
3 of the report goes on to say:—

“3. It was also suggested that in-
stead of this roadway, the carriage-
way of Church Street on the north of
this site should be retained to allow
circulation of traffic around the site,
instead of being ciosed to vehicular
traffic as in the approved plan (the
sections of Church Street north of
Wililam Fogarty Ltd, and the Hand-
in-Hand Insurance Coy. would still
be blocked to vehicular traffic as in
the approved plan).”

Then paragraph 4 says:—

“4, In order to provide a pavement
to the east of Wililam Fogarty Ltd.,
and to the east of the Hand-in-Hand
Insurance Coy., which I consider most
necessary, I suggest that the new
roadways referred to above to the east
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and west of the proposecdd Government
building should be increased from 40ft.
to 45 ft. in width with a carriage-way
25 ft. wide. and two pavements each
10 ft. wide. This wilileave a site meas-~
uring 188.395 ft. by 198.95 ft., having
a total area of 37,480 sq. feet.”

Paragraph 5 says:—

“5. 'The Acting Postmaster General
has prepared a schedule of his reguire-
ments, all of which must be accommod -
ated on the Ground Floor. As a com-
parison, it is useful to know that the
area of the General Post Office in
Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, is 39,980 sq.
feet. This was designed 10 years ago
and allows no opportunities for ex-
pansion.”

The PRESIDENT : May I interrupt
to say that the words “very approximate"
(used in relation to figures in paragraph
68) mean “very close”? I do not know
whether they really mean “very close”, or
“very loose”. The point I am making is
whether the architects mean that a very
approximate estimate is very close or very
loose.

Mr. FERREIRA: May I ask who drew
up that estimate?

The PRESIDENT: The architects.

Mr. FERREIRA: 1 think it is the
contractors’ job to draw up an estimate.

The PRESIDENT: But it is the archi-
tects’ job to give a preliminary estimate.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Revert-
ing to the report without dealing with the
figures in paragraph 5, it will be noticed
that paragraph 6 gives details of the Build-
ings, Floor Space available, and the cost,
at a total of $700,000—the amount which
has been stated in the motion now before
the Council. A diagram accompanies the
figures given. The report continues:—

“In my opinion it is out of the
question to construct on such an im-
portant site a single storey building
incapable of expansion upwards, which
means that Scheme “A” is imprac-
vicable.

“It will be mores economical to
construct all three storeys (Scheme
“C”) in one operatioin, but if your
Council cannot arrive at an early de-
cision on this, it would be possible to



369 New General

obtain tenders for a building as “B”
which would be sufficient to induce
Contractors to undertake it in con-
junction with other buildings in the
ared. and in the meantime it would
allow your Council time to come to a
decision about the upper storeys be-
fore construction comnielces.”

That is the report and I hope hon. Men:-
bers have studied it with care and atten-
tion, because the question is asked:—“How
far is this Council prepared to go having
regard to the requirements of the Post Of-
fice in addition to an upper storey for
use as Government offices, and whether
this Council is prepared to evect a bhuild-
ing of three storeys which would mean an
expenditure of $700,000 or a fisure in that
neighbourhood.” As I have already
pointed out, the change as set out in
Messrs, Watkins and Partners’ report
means that there will have to be an amend-
ment of the Town Planning Ordinance,
13945, owing to the decision to develop the
Post Office area as a single unit—as one
block—two sites in the area which were
marked for the Post Office and for Gov-
.ernment to deal with as they think fit.

In addition to that, consideration will
have to be given by hon. Members to the
cuestion of the uses of the building—
-‘whether you wish it to be restricted to
Post Office activities only, or whether it
should be enlarged for the purpose of
housing other offices which are at present
scattered over the Town. Hon. Members
should consider it <desirable now that you
are building not only a Post Office in keep-
ing with your requirements, but you are
.also utilising a very valuable site in this
arca for the purpose of housing other of-
fices and so rclcasing those buildings now
occupied as offices for other purposes.
Another point is whether you would
have a building of two storeys or of three
storeys. You will see that figures have
been given for both alternatives. His Ex-
cellency has indicated that firm figures
have not been given, but these figures may
be taken as an indication of the probable
cost of the buildings.

The second part of the motion deals
with the method of financing the project
and thus the approval of the Council is
sought with regard to the method of ob-
taining the funds. #on. Members are
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aware of the fact that under Ordinance
No. 5 of 1945—the Ordinance making pro-
vision for the raising of a loan not exceed-
ing $5.000,000—the money raised could be
appropriated and set aside for the pur-
poses mentioned in the Schedule. Hon.
Mmbers would know, therefore, that they
have to give their approval for expenditure
on any other puhblic service in connection
with this loan.

Perhaps it will not be inappropriate
if T remind hon. Members that some time
ago—in 1943, I believe—there was a Com-
mittee of which the hon. Members for
Western Essequibo and Central Demeyara,
along with the Postmaster General, Mr.
Sharp, were members, and they pointed
out the necessity for changes along the
lines now being recommended by Messrs.
Watkins and Partners. Among the things
they said was that the General Post Of-
fice should occupy the whole site and that
the staff and the public should be provided
with separate entrances. It will there-
fore be seen that consequent upon the fire
a new Post Office is required and it is de-
sirable that when we build we should
endeavour to satisfy the requirements of
the Colony with a view to any pos-
sible extension. We should aly en-
deavour from the economic point of
view to provide suitable accommodation
for certain other offices which, as I have
said before, are housed all over the City.
It would be a matter for Governtnent to
decide what other offices should be accom-
modated in this new building.

I think I have put before hon. Mem-
bers all the essential points in connection
with this matter and it is only a guestion, T
suggest, as to whether this Council is pre-
pared to go to the extent of $700,000 and
agree that the commitment be made under
the Public Loan Ordinance, 1945, in which
case the decision would, of course, have
to be approved by the Secretary of Statie
for the Colonies. With these observations,
sir, I beg to move this motion.

Mr. WOOLFORD seconded.

The PRESIDENT: I would just like
to add for the information of Members
that Government propose to employ these
particular architects because the firm is
being einployed by other people who are
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building in the Area. Hon. Members
would readily appreciate the advantage of
having one architect doing all the build-
ings. Mr. Gray who is the representative
of this firmy proposes to leave for Londsn
on July 23 in order to discuss with interests
there the type of building we want and
what contractors should undertake the
work. It is very desirable that Mr. Gray
should have some idea of what Govern-
ment wants in the shape of a new Post
Office and I am asking hon. Members to
decide this afternoon or tomorrow and give
Government a definite idea as to how much
money they want to spend, how that money
should be found, and whether the Post Of-
fice should be a three-storey building
. or a two-storey building. It is quite
obvious that no Member would want a one-
storey building, because all the other build-
ings are going to be two-storey ones and it
would be more economical for us to put up
a two-storey building while we are about
it. A post office in order to be efficient
must be accommodated on the ground
floor. A one-storey building of sufficient
size to accommodate the post office must
be an expensive building because of the
foundations which cover a large area. It
is your town and your post office and once
you have constructed good foundations
covering a wide area, you have provided a
building which can be made into a two-
storey or a three-storey building at will,
and in accordance with your needs. I do
not want to go over what the Attorney-
General has stated. I just want to sum-
marize the position.

Mr. FERREIRA : I think, sir, the re-
marks you have just made certainly put
the correct view on the situation.

Mr. EDUN: With all due deference to
the hon. Member, sir, I beg to second the
motion.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: It has been already
seconced.

Mr. FERREIRA: What I am looking at
is that this is one of th= best sites in
Georgetown and although I am not a resi-
dent of this City it is the capital of the
Colony and if a building is to be erected
I think the best possible economic use
should be made of this site. @ We have
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heard about buildings of two or three
storeys, but I would go even further and
say let us have one of four or five storevs
if that is possible.

The PRESIDENT: That is not pos-
sible,

Mr. FERREIRA: Then if we can go up
to three storeys we should go the limit.
I think this a very good chance to do our
best, so that out of the ruins of the fire we
could build something of which George-
town and the Colony as a whole would be
proud. I think every hon. Member should
address his mind to this fact and see
whether we should not make the best pos-
sible use of this site and erect a three-
storeyed building. As regards the ques-
tion as to how the project should be
financed, I do not know what is at the
back of Government's mind but my view
is that the money question is a secondary
one. If Government spend $1,000,000 they
will get support from us as long as we are
satisfied that the money has been well
spent. I am heartily supporting this mo-
tion.

Mr. JACOB: I think it is the con-
sensus of opinion in this Colony
that we want a Post Office worthy
of the name of British Guiana
and that it should not be in any
way inferior to the Post Office in Port-of-
Spain, Trinidad. I should certainly like
Government to approve of a plan and get
local contractors to put up this building.
I think we have men in the Colony who
can put it up and I am looking forward to
the day also when local contractors would
do all the work for the Colony, so that
even if money is overspent the Colony
would get some of it back through income
tax and other taxes.

The PRESIDENT: Does the hon.
Member want local contractors to build
the Post Office then ?

Mr. JACOB : Contractors; not the
Public Works Department. When the
Public Works Department gives out jobs
we do not know what happens. A reliable
firm of contractors could be asked and
we might be able to tell whether they madse
much profit out of the job. I should sug-
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gest that the design and plans be accepted
and local contractors be given an oppor-
tunity to tender and do the work. I think
the Architect, or the representative of the
Architect, is going to London to get the de-
sign and plans. It has taken us seventezn
months—my hon. Friend has a long life to
live, but I have a short one; the hon. Mem-
ber for Central Demerara simply glories in
delays — for this Council to decide and
erect a building worthy of the name of
British Guiana. I see that several builcd-
ings have been erected on this site in the
fire destroyed area and people are carrying
on business there, and that you have the
General Post Office distributed all! over the
City at places named by the hon. Mover of
the motion and we are paying a large sum
in rent for those places. I wouid like to be
advised when building operations will
begin.

The PRESIDENT: I cannot tell you.
The building operations cannot begin any
minute, but directly this Council has
reached a decision I will telegraph the
Secretary of State for approval. We will
then decide on the contractor and if one
contractor is appointed to undertake sll
the buildings in the burnt out area it
should be cheaper. I do want a decision
on this question this afternoon if pos-
sible.

Mr. JACOB: I would like to knowr
when building operations will commence.

The PRESIDENT : I cannot tell you.

Mr. JACOB: Is the site available ?
‘When is it estimated to complete the build-
ing ? We are paying a large sum in rents
and, I think, the building should be con-
structed in such a manner that it can be
occupied before finally completed. I think
the building is going to be a large one to
accommodate not only the Post Office but
other offices. The Post Office should
vacate the premises it now occupies as soon
as possible and enter its new premises. I
bave no desire to speak at length abouy it.
We are all agreed that it is necessary to
have this Post Office building over, as the
people have been greatly inconvenienced.
The quicker the matter Is decided the
better it is for all of us.
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Mr. LEE: What I would like to find
out is this: We are going to borrow money.
What interest charges will we have to pay?

The PRESIDENT : It
already.

is borrowed

Mr. LEE: What I would suggest—I
hope my fellow Members would agree-—is
that we have a three-storied building, Let
us take the East Coast Demerara. If a per-
son has to do business at the District Com-~
missioner’s Office he has to go to Enmore;
if he wants to see the Superintendent of
Police he has to go further up the Coast,
and if he wants to see the Magistrate or to
do business at the Magistrate’s Office he
has to go to Vigilance, It is for that reason
I would suggest that a three~storied build-
ing be erected so that we can have in
Georgetown other essential offices housed
with the Post Office in the same building,
whereby persons having to do business can
easily visit the several Government offices
opened to the public in a general
way. In that way not only will you
have a building of which British Guiana
can be proud, but persons from
abroad can do much of their business
with several Government offices in the
same building rather than to be walking
all around the City to the several Govern-
ment offices. I support the motion.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I am glad to see
there are two Members advocating a three-
storeyed building, and I hope there will be
several more supporters. It is my personal
view_ I have very strong views on it. I think
we should have a three-storeyed building,
as it is only a matter of an extra $100,000.
It seems to me that if we are going to have
a building worthy of being called a Gov-
ernment building, we should have a huge
structure which would strike people im-
mediately on approaching it. We must
remember there are quite a few offices
which are at the present moment housed
all over the City. These can be removed
into this one building and so release for
the purpose of residence the houses they
now occupy. Taking 8  progressive
view for the future a three-storeyed build-
ing is essential for the Colony.

Mr. EDUN: 1 took the opportunity
to second this motion for the reason that
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when a visiter comes to this country and
sees the Public Buildings for instance, we
can take some pride in its architecture.
The same thing can be said of the Victoria
Law Courts and the Magistrates’ Cours.
I think the General Post Office building
should be a landmark in Georgetown. I
can remember visiting Martinigue in 1928
and seeing the Post Office there. It was a
monument of architecture and one of which
the people of Martinique can justly he
proud.

The PRESIDENT: Was it not the
Court of Justice building in Martinique ?

Mr. EDUN: It was a unique building,
sir. I assume that this new huilding will
be of stone.

The PRESIDENT: Reinforced con-
crete .

Mr. EDUN: T think we ougzht to taka
into consideration nov cnly the archiiec-
tpre and the monciary value hut the util-
15\,- accommodation. etc. afiorded. I thiak
we should add annther $3030,060 and so
make the amount 51,600,680 which we
would put as the ceiling expexditure.
After all, the moeney is coming fromm a loan.
It is capital expenditure. The value will
I think
we ought to take the step forward and
do something of which this Colony can ie
proud.

Mr. GONSALVES :
this motion. I do think, all things
considered the buildizg should be a
three-storeyed one. Members have already
made the point which [ had in mind, and
that is the preventjon of the distribution of
Government Offices all over the town as
exists at the present time. A very impor-
tant Depariment, which to my mind is not
properly situated, is the Education Depart.
ment. I think that one of the floors of the
new building may well be made available
for that Department. Whilst I z:1 sup-
porting a three-storeyed building I have not
seen or l«:nowr_lI what the design is, but
I do hope there will be a lift installed. I
am sure some of us here will find it diffi-
cult to go to the Director of Education
on the third floor of the building. A lift
will be useful for that purpose.

I am supporting
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With regard to the motion, the hon.
Member who has just taken his seat spoke
of a ceiling figure, which reminds me that
the term was used recently in regard to
the Wortmanville Housing Scheme. In
this motion the ceiling figure of $700,000
is given. Hon. Members have all had ex-
perience of contractors and their figures
and will probably see that this $700,000 is
not a ceiling but a ceiling pro forma to be
put in order later. If we are toget a proper
building constructed, if it is to comply with
what I have in mind, that will be found
to be so. I am sure Government will not
freely pay for something that does not jus-
tify the expenditure, nor will this Council.
I do think we should endeavour to have a
building hefitting the City. If we are go-
ing to erect on that site the sort of build-
ing or huildings we had there previously,
it will not be so favourably accepted by
everyone. I support the motion and agree
to the money being spent in erecting a
three-storeyed- building.

The PRESIDENT : I think I ought
to make it clear that $700,000 is for a two-
storeyed kuilding. IZow can hon. Members
tell Government they want a two or three-
storied huilding unless they fiave somnz idea
of the cost? I am not going to fool Mem-.
bers by saying if they want a three-storeyed
huilding they can get it for $700,000.

Mr.GONSALVES : Iindicated in my
remarks that probably the amount may bte
increased.

Mr. CRITCHLOW : I am strongly
supporting a three-storeyed building. Iam
very anxious to see our Post Oifice huild-
ing looking probably better than that in
Great Britain, even if I have to put up the
money.

Mr. de AGUIAR : Your Excellency,
I think that there is need for haste in mak-
ing this decision and I would be the last
person to retard the progress of the
negotiations which T know are noiw pro-
ceeding in regard to the rebuilding of the
Post Ofiice. But tihwere is one point I am
very much concernzd akcut, and I am go-
ing to advise caution. Althhough we may
reach a decision on the principle, I still
consider it advisahle to say that some
caution should be exercised in regard not
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only to the size of the building but the
height of the building. I know that the
majority of Members who have sporen so
far have expressed the wish that
the Post Office building to be
constructed should bhe a three-storeyed
one. For myself I would also like
to see not only a three-storeyed building
but, perhaps, a five-storeyed building, if it is
practicable, but I am a little bit doubtful
as to whether it would be wise, having
regard to the condition of our soil, to con-
struct of reinforced concrete a building
three storeys high. In fact there are no
designs so far as I know. I have not seen
the papers indicating the height of the pro-
posed building and, for that matter, thu
weight of the building. In fact there
are no technical details. Not thet I am
an engineer nor am I pcsing to be one, but
I do know that the cxprricnce in con-
structing buildings of reinforced concrete
in this Colony has not been a very aanpy
oie. Whilst it is true that enegineering
cifficulties in this modern world are things
that can be overcome, T siill think it is
necessary to advise caution.

Your Excellency has got the consensus
of opinion of Members of this Council that
it is desirable that the Post Office bailding
to be constructed should be a three-storeyed
one, but I do urge that the best nossible
advice that can be obtained he secured i
this question of construction befors a final
decision is made as to whether the build-
ing should be of two or three storeys. I
am not going to say that the three-storeyed
kbuilding is the best. My own viéw at the
moment, verhaps is that a two-storeyed
building iz the better one, but I know X
am in the minority. I want to repeat, 1
am not happy having regard to our own
local conditions—the type of our soil. 1
am very unhappy in reaching a decision
myself as to whether I can from my seat
get up here and say quite definitely that
the Post Office building should be con-
structed as a three-storeyed one. I wish it
10 be clearly understood that if it is at alt
possible te do so economically and without
any risk of—I would not like to say des-
truction—

The PRESIDENT : Subsidence:!

Mr. de AGUIAR : And things of that

sort, by all means let us have it. I am
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in entire agreement that the fullest use
should be made of the site that is avail-
able, but I will not blind my eyes to what
I kneow exists in this Colony as regards
structures of that kind. Irepeat we should
proceed with caution before making a final
decision. In other words, what I am saying
is this : So far as I am concerned Gov-
ernment should proceed cautiously but
make such arrangements that are necessary
to have this Post Office built as soon as
possible. I know it is not possible for
Government to proceed without the neces-
sary authority from this Legislature, and
as a Member of this Council I am prepared
on this occasion to say to Government
“Go ahead and do the hest thing possible.”
But to ask me to express an opinion as to
whether it should be a twe or three-storeyed
building I regret sincerely I am umnabhle
to give expression to that view. On the .
other hand I repeat, Government should
make the fullest use possible of the land
available, but I am afiaid I cannot do more
than say “Go aliead with the project and
come back and report to me.”

Mr. GONSALVES :
explanaftion! I hope that I am not heing
inveigled by ihis Government, following
the remarks of the hon. Member wiio has
just taken his seat, to vote for a motion
of $700,0600 to crect a three-storeyed build-
ing when Geverniment knows it is not prac-
tical to put up a three-storeyed building.

On a poinf of

The PRESIDENT : I take strong
exception to tihat. Do you think I can sit
in this Chair and allow that ? The word
“inveigle” is not a happy one.

Mr. GONSALVES : I assuine Govern-~
ment has been advised by the Architect
that it is possible to put up a three-storeyed
building. If that is so, then I withdraw
the word “inveigle”. But I do say, if
Government is going to encourage me into
voting $700,000 when it is within the knowl-
edge of Government that it is not possible
to put up a three-storeyed building, it is not
correct. I make this remark because of
the remarks of the hon. Member for Cen-
tral Demerara, who is not only a Member
of this Council but a Member of the Execu-
tive Council as well.

The PRESIDENT : I think I bhad
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better clear this matter up. The Archi-
tect wants to know whether the design
and plans should be for a one, two or three-
storeyed building. In askihg that question
he has told us that in his opinion a three-
storeyed building is perfectly all right, but
he cannot say further than that. He has
tole us he is going to employ—and we are
going to pay the fees—a building soil ex-
pert, Dr. Terzaghi of Harvard University,
to come down here to make the soil an-
alysis and advise whether a three-storeyed
building can be properly constructed on
the site. All of that will be gone into. No
one can say at present what the final deci-
sion will be. The Architect cannot put
pen to paper on the plans until he knows
what we want. If we want a three-storeyed
building he will design it, provided it can
be erected. I hope hon. Members under-
stand the position now.

Mr. GONSALVES : If thatis so, then
there will be an additional expense and
the figure in the motion is not a definite

one. That is all T want to know.

Mr. JACOB : May I move a slight
amendment to the motion ? That the
words “a three-storeyed building” be in-
serted. I suggest that, so that we will
know exactly what we are voting for. I
can see no difficulty in having a three-
storeyed building there. I think where the
Royal Bank of Canada is at the present
time there was a three-storeyed building.

Mr. de AGUIAR : To a point of in-
formation! Itisnota three-storeyedrein-
forced concrete building.

Mr. ROTH : Your Excellency has
taken the wind out of my sail. It was
my intention to make that explanation you
have just made. I was going to say that
it is rather amusing in a way that the hon.
Member for Central Demerara has more
than once accused Members for getting
up and speaking without a knowledge of
what they are speaking about. He has been
hoisted with his own petard in this case.

Dr. SINGH : Since the Post Office
building will take up a large area, I feel it
should be a three-storeyed building because
it can house many of the Departments
which are now housed in private buildings.
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We must have a long range policy. Per~
haps the hon. Member on my left, the hon.
Member for Central Demerara, feels this
three-storeyed building may collapse. But,
as you say, sir, the experts are going to
see that the soil is made good enough or
the foundation made so good as to -mak:
the erection possible. I support a three-
storeyed building.

Mr. THOMPSON : Last but not least
I rise to support a three-storeyed building.
I am not here on an electioneering plat-
form, but I am delighted to find Members
expressing views that I have submitted to
an important gentleman in the country
along similar lines. I have done it on the
quiet because I think there is necessity
for it. I cdo not see why the Director of
Medical Services should have his office at
the Victoria Law Courts and the hospital
to be where it is. I have communicated
my observation to that gentleman, and it
is time we get these Government Offices
together and so prevent a person having
to wander about the town when doing
business at those ofilces. You have the
Lands and Mines Department housed at
the Victoria Law Courts, the Agricultural
Department in another building at the
other end of the town, the Geological
Department in another building in anether
part of the town. It is time that we have
these offices in one building and that as
early as possible. Having the Post Offict
and other Gevernment offices housed undei
one roof will be a definite improvement
to the City. I support that most heartily
I do not question the suitability of the
soil because I cannot think that Govern-
ment will venture out on such a large ex-
penditure without making sure that avery-
thing will work right. I have the fulles
confidence in Government and I suppori
the erection of a three-storeyed building.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : I think
the point raised by the hon. Mem-
ber who suggested an amendment to make
provision for a three-storeyed building, par-
ticularly having regard to the other observ-
ations of other hon. Members, has beer
met. It is not desirable to include that ir
the motion hecause you wiil in effect be ty-
ing yourself down to a three-storeyed build-
ing. The whole point is, as this Counci
has now given expression to the view that
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it is desirable to have a three-storeyed build-
ing, the project will be pursued from that
point of view, but Government will have
to obtain expert advice, as Your Excellency
has said. If you tie the motion down to
a three-storeyed building and the expert
advice goes against it and you have to erect
a two-storeyed building instead, the matter
will have to be brought back to this
Council. The views of Members of this
Council are that a three-storeyed building
sihiould be erected and, I take it, Your Ex-
cellency will communicate that as an ex-
pression of views to the Architect who wili
prepare the plan of the building accord-
ingly. Therefore, I do not think it is neces-
sary to put that in the motion. The record
is there of the views of all hon. Members
in connection with that.

The object of this motion is to get the
views of this Council in so far as whether
we should go further than a one or two-
storeyed building. This Council has ex-
pressed itself in favour of a three-storied
building, and the project will be proceeded
with along that line. I accordingly sug-
gest to the hon. Member for North-Western
District that it is not necessary to proceed
with his amendment.

So far as the cost goes, it will be appre-~
ciated the expression used in the motion
is “at a cost not exceeding $700,000.” I
will ask leave to amend that to say “estim-
ated to cost $700,000”. That will be in
accordance with the report which hon.
Members have before them and which I
have referred to. With your permission.
sir, T ask that the words “at a cost not
exceeding” be amended to read *“estimated
to cost.”

Question put, and agreed to.

Motion amended accordingly.

Mr. JACOB : I have always held the
view that we must be somewhat precise

LEGistATIVE Couxcu.

Post Office 382

and deflpnite in what we do. This Legisla-
ture is doing something today. Next year
we do not know what the position will be.
If there is an indefinite statement as to the
cost and size of the building and a one or
two-storeyed building is put up you will be
able to say “When the Legislature discussed
this matter it did not make a definite state-
ment and it was impossible to act on the
debate.”

The PRESIDENT : While I appre-
ciate the hon. Member's point we would not
get unanimity if he wants his amendment
made. I you wani unanimity my advice
is to leave the motion as it is. If you want
the amendment we may have to sit
tomorrow.

. Mr.C.V.WIGHT : Now that Govern-
ment has the expression of opinion of this
Council that we want a three-storeyed
building it will ask the Architect to provide
for it. Asa matter of public importance we
want the best for this country. Are we
going to be told now that the soil here 1s
so bad that as soon as you build on it the
structure is going to be washed away ?
We should think of the country in hetter
terms. This is an economical motion.

The PRESIDENT : I advise the hon.
Member for North-Western District not to
press his amendment and in return I give
the assurance that the Architect will be
asked by this Government to make plans
for a three-storeyed building.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : I now,
formally, move that the motion as amended
be put.

Motion as amended put, and carried
unanimously.

The Council then =adjourned until
Wednesday, 31st July, 1846, at 2 pm.



	Scan_7.PDF
	Page 1




