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LEGISLATIVE COUNGIL

THURSDAY, 14th AUGUST, 1947.

The Council met at 2 p.m., the Hon.
Sir Eustace Woolford, O.B.E.,, X.C, De-
puty President, in the Chair.

PRESEXNT
The Depuly President, the Hon. Egir

Eustace Woolford, O.B.E,, IX.C. (New
Amsterdam)

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Mr. W. L.
Heape, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr. F. W.
Holder, K.C.

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer, Mr. E. F.
McDavid, C.B.E.

The Hon. F. J. Seaford, C.B.E. (Georgetown

North).

The Hon. C. V. Wighi, OB.E. (Western
Essequibo) .

The Hon. J. I. de Aguiar (Central Dem-
erara).

Th2 Hon. #H. N. Critchlow (Nominated).
The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E. (Nominated) .

The Hon. Percy Wight, O B.E. (Georgetown
Central).

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O.B.E.
town South).

(George-

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western Ber-
bice).

The Hon. C. R. Jacobh (North Western Dis-
trict?.

The Hon. A. G. King (Demerara River).
The Hon. A. M. Edun (Nomirated).
The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated).
The Hon. C. P. Ferreira (Berbice River).
The Hon. T. T. Thompson (Nominated).
Tha Hon. W. J. Raatgever (Nominated).
The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum (INominated).
The Clerk read prayers.
The Minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on the 11tk July, 1947, as

printed and circulated, were taken as read
and confirmed.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS.

Tue PRESIDENT’S ABSENCE.

'The DEPUTY PRESIDENT : His
Excellency the Governor is unable to be
present this afternoon owing to pressure of
immediate public business. His Excellency
regrets that he is unahle to take the Chair
today.

(GOVERNOR’S AUTHORITY TO SANCTION
ADpvaNCES.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY com-
municated the following Message to the
Council :—

MESSAGE No. 18.

Honourable Members of the
Legislative Council,

I have the honour to refer to An-
swers Nos. 1 and 2 in the Reply to Ques-
tion No. 16 by the Honourable H. C.
Humphrys, K.C., given by the Honour-
able Colonial Secretary in Council on
the 6th of March, 1947.

2. In those answers an undertak-
ing was given that the Government
would obtain a ruling from the Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies on the
guestion as to whether or not it i
properly within the constitutional
powers of the Govsrnor to authorize
payments by way cf advances from
public funds without the specific
approval of the Legislative Council, and
would report the ruling of the Secretary
of State to the Council.

3. It will be recalled that the
guestion arose out of the following
specific cases of advances which had
been authorized hy the Governor :—

(a) An advance by way of loan or
otherwise of £81.7s.3%d. to the
Honourahle H. N. Critchlow to
assist in meeting the expenses of
travelling to attend the World
Trades Union Conference in the
United Kingdom.,

{b) An advance of £50, by way of loan
or otherwise, to the Honourable
E. G. Woolford to assist in meet-
ing expenses as this Colony’s dele-
gate to the West Indian Confer-
ence.

‘¢) An advance of £250, by way of
loan or otherwise, to Honourable
A. M. Edun, to assist in meeting
expenses of travelling to India in
pursuance of a Welfare and Edu-
cational project in the interest of
workers on sugar estates, and of
discussion between Mr. Edun and
the principals of the sugar com-
panies,
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(d) An advance of £359.0s.11d., Dby  (ClOMPASSIONATE ALLOWANCE TO RURAL

way of loan or otherwise, tc
Messrs. D. M. Harper and H. J. M.
Hubbard, to assist in meeting
expenses of travelling to attend
the Trades Union Conference in

Paris.

4. The matter has been referred
to the Secretary of State who has now
furnished the following ruling in a
despatch dated the 3rd of July, 1947 :

“I am advised that it is customary
to accept the Governcr’s authority as
sufficient for advances if they fall
within the following categories :—

(a) personal or other similar ad-
vances to public officers;

(h) purely temporary advances inci-
dental to the public business of
the Colony.

Where it is known that an advance
will eventually have to be met from
Colony expenditure, as in the cases
provided for in Colonial Regulation 281,
(and more recently in cases of certain
expenditure to hemet from the Colonial
Development and Welfare Vote), the
prior approval of the Legislative Coun-
cil and the Secretary of State is neces-
sary.

Of the cases in guestion, the pay-
ment to the Hon. E. G. Woolford, as
it was not repayable, appears to have
been treated as final expenditure, and
does not come under the ahove para-
sraphs, hut the amcunt falls within
the Governor’s powevs of authorization
under Colonial Regulation 265 (1) (a)
and he was therefore, in order in
authorizing the payment.

The other three cases come under
the practice described in the last para-
graph above. It is evident that your
predecessor considered these advances
to be temporary advances incidental to
the business of the Colony, and on con-
sideration of the information before
me, it would seem that he was justified
in taking this view.

As regards the question whether
an advance which has beert authorized
by the Governor alone can he ‘“written
off” if it is not remaid. T am advised
that the writing off of irrecoverable
advances falls under Colonial Regula-
tion 278 (¢). and as an advance can
only be written off bv a charge to
expenditure, this entails seeking the
approval of the Legislative Council to
the provision of funds to meet the
write off.”

C. C. WOOLLEY.
. Governot',

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
British Guiana.
31st July, 1947.

CONSTABLE.
The COLONIAL TREASURER com-

municated the following Message to the
Council :—

MESSAGE No. 19.

Honourable Members of the
Legislative Council,

I have the honour to invite you %
approve of the payment of a compas-
sionate allowance at the rate of $60
per annum, with effect from,the 3rd
of January, 1947, to Rural Constable
Ashton Hunte, of Plantation Skeldon,
Courantyne, Berbice,

2. Rural Constable Hunte was
severely wounded on the 3rd of January,
1947, when, acting in the execu-
tion of his duty, he attempted
to arrest omne Alladin on a
charge of assault. Hunte was attacked
by Alladin with a cutlass and
received a serious incised wound on his
left hand and wrist, the muscles and
tendons of the hand heing severed. On
the medical evidente the wound has
resulted in a permanent 50% impair-
ment of the use of the hand.

3. Prior to this injury Hunte’s
earnings as a shovelman averaged
about $9.50 a week in addition to fees
earned as a Rural Constable. His par-
tial disability has rendered him unfit
fer further employment as a shovelman
but he has been founrd employment as
a watchman at $5 a week. Rural Con-
stables are excluded from the provisions
of the Workmen’s Compensation
Ordinance (No. 7 of 1934) and there is
no provision in the Constabulary
Ordinance, Chapter 20, for payment to
them of a pension or gratuity.

4. In the circumstances I recom-
mend, with the advice of the Executive
Council. that Rural Constable Hunte
should be paid a compassionate allow-
ance at the rate of $60 per annum for

life.
C. C. WOOLLEY,
Governor.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
British Guiana.
8th August, 1847.

PAPERS T.AID.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on
table the following :—

Statement of Loans from voted ex-
penditure written-off during the
year ended 31st December, 1946.

Provisional Rules of Court relating to

sittings of the Court made by the
rule-making authority under sec-
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