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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
(Constiti£.ted uncle,· the R1'itish Guiana 
(Constitution) (Temporary P1'0visiuw1) 

Order in Council, 1953) 

THURSDAY, 28TH JUNE, 1!)56. 

The Council met at 2 p. m; 

PRESENT: 

His Hon our the Speake!", 
Sh: Eustace Gordon Woolford, O.B.E. 
Q.C.

Ex-Officio Members:-

The Hon. the Chief Secretary, 
.' Mr. M. S. Porcher, (Acting). 

The Hon. the Financial Secretary, 
Mr. F. W. Essex. 

Nominated Members of Executive 

· Council :-

The Hon. Sir Frank McDavicl,
C.l\'l.G., C.B.E. (Member for Agricul­
ture, Forests, Lands and Mines).

.The Hon. P. A. Cummings (Mer:,, 
her for Labour, Health and Housing). 

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.B.E. 
(Member for Local Government, Social 
Welfare and Co-operative Develop­
ment). 

The Hon. U. Il. Gajraj. 

The Hon. R. C. Tello. 

Nominated Uno/ Jicials :-
1\fr. T. J,ee. 

Mr. W. A. Phang. 
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t't'lr. W. A. Macnie, C.M.G., O.H.E. 

Mr. C. A. Carter. 

Mt·. H. Rahaman. 

Miss Gerti-e H. Collinl!I. 

:Mrs. Esther E. Dey. 

Dr. H. A . .Fraser. 

J\1r. R. B. Jailal. 

Mr: Sugrim Singh. 

Clerk of the Legislature-
1\'Ir. I. Crum Ewing;, 

Assistant Clerk .of the Legislatm·e­
Mr. E. V. Viapree (acting). 

Absent:-

Th:e Hon. tbe Attorney General, 
Mr. C. Wylie, Q.f., E.D.-on leave. 

The Hon. W. 0. R. Kendall (Mem· 
ber for Communications and Works). 
-on ]€ave.

The Hon. L. A. Luckhoo, Q.C.,-
011 leave. 

Oepm11 Speaker:-

1\fr. W. J. Raatgever, C.B.E, -
on leave. 

:Mr. W. T. Lord', I.S.0.-on lcnve. 

Mr. J. I. Ramphal. -on leave 

Mr. E. F. Correia -on leave 

Rev. D. C. J. Robb. 

'fhe Speaker read pl'ayer�. 
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The Minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on Friday, the 22nd of 
June, 1956, as printed and circ:1lated, 
were taken as read and confirmed .. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LEAVE To MEMBERS

Mr. Speaker : The hon. the 
Deput.r Speaker CV[r. Raatgever), the 
hon. the Attm·ney General, and th€ hon. 
Mr. Kendall have asked to be excused 
from i.oday's meeting. The hon. Mr. 
Correia has also asked to be exr;used 
from today's meeting and from to· 
morrow's, if there is any meeting to­
morrow. The hon. Mr. T.ello hae; been 
grc1nted leave from the 29th June to the 
6th 0f July. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

PENSIONS (SPECfAL PROVISIONS) ::3ILL 

The Chief Secretary: (Mr. Porche!', 
acting) : I beg to give notice o.i: the 
in trod uciion and first reading of a Bill 
intituled : 

"An Ordinance to make special provi­
sions with respect to the computation of 
the pensions of certain persons." 

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS 

PRICE OF RICE For: LOCAL CONSTJlll?­

TION 

Mr. Phang : On behalf of Mr. 
Correia I beg to give notice of s ques­
tion, copy of which I now hand to the 
Clerk: 

To the Chief Secretary: 

Will Government afford the Leg;sl.a­
ture an opportunity of discussing any 
proposals for increases in the price of rice 
for Joe.al consumption before any such in­
creases are given effect to? 

RE-OPENING OF U.S. CONSULATJ: 

Mr. Macnie : Before you proceed 
to the Order of the Day, Sir, I would

ask the permission uf Your Honour and 
the Council to make reference to an 
announcement which I feel sure has 
been received with pleasure in this 
country. 1t relati-s to the dedsion 
1·eached by the Government of the 
United States of America to re-open 
their Consular Office in this country. 
It so happens that on the 13th Novem­
ber, 1952, in this Chamber it was my 
privilege, and at short notice the Coun­
cil agreed to suspend the· Standing 
Itules and Orders :o permit me to move 
a motion expressing the concern and 
regret of the Council at the dedsion 
which had then bePn i.aken to close! the 
li.S. Vice Consulate in this Colony.

I feel that, having had that
privi!rge, and as 1t is still my privilege 
and honour to be a Member of tbis 
Council, it is right and proper that I 
should have the privilrge to refrr to 
this matter once 3gain. On the pre­
vious occasion th() motion was carried 
unanimously, having been supported by 
other Members, 1:1ome of whom are 
Membrrs of this Council. It was sup­
ported by Dr. Nicholson, Mr. Kendall, 
the Rev. Mr. Peters and Dr. Jagan. I
hope I am right in feeling (I am almost 
sure I am) that this Council as a wl;_ole, 
Loth Government and "floor" Members, 
are grratly pleased and equally ap­
vreciate ihe decision which has been 
taken b)' the American Government to 
re-open their Con�ular Office in this 
country. 

In the debate in 1952, to which I 
have referred, mention was made of 
the great inconve11ience and difficulty 
which would be caused the .public by 
ihe closing of the Consulate. In the 
interim of 2} yea1·s we have had ex­
perience of what the inconwnience and 
clifficultv really amounted to, and I 
think it ·would be onlv right and proper 
ihat this Council record its ple-9,sure 
and appreciation of the decision to re­
open the Consulate, which has been a11-
nouncel1, and request that these senti-



215 U.S. Consitla�e LEGISLATIVE COUNCIT., Sup. Estimates 216 

menhi be conveyed through the proper 
channel to the appropriate Department 
of the U. S. Government. (Applau:-;e) 

Mr. Speaker : I think the news of 
the proposed re-opening of the Con-· 
sulate will be received by everybod;r in 
this Colony with gTeat relief, but I do 
not quite kno,v what is the proper 
channel through wbich we should c:@­
vey our appreciation. However, T think 
Govel'llment would be only too pleased 
to notify the prop.:!r authorities. 

Mr. Macnie : On the last occasion 
our regret and concern were conveyed 
to the Secr.etary of State for the Col-
0ni<'s with the request that Her Ma­
jesty's Government make representa­
tions to the Government of the U.S.A. 
Possibly the same channel migh� be 
nsed. 

Mr. Speaker : I have no doubt 
that will be don\!. I do not know 
whether there has \been any official 
notification to the effect, but the news 
of t.he decision to re-open the Consulate 
b.ere -is heartily welcomed. I ::ather 
fancy that His Exc"llency will take some 
action, and I will iet him know oi' the 
Council'-s wish in the matter. Tl�is is 
not a motion by Mr. Macnie; it is just 
an expression of opinion. 

Mr. Macnie : I did not think it 
necessary to go by way of motio11. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

STORAGE OF HISTORICAL RECORD'., 

Mr. Phang asked and the Chief
Secretary (Mr. Porcher, acting) laid 
over replies to th'.! following ques�lons: 

Q: 1. Is Governm::-n,t aware th,,� the 
files of Old Colonial newsJJapers, 
some dating from the seconc\< de­
cade of the nineteenth century, in 
the Archives Department at the: 
Public Buildings, are the only 

copies existing at the present cfoy 
and thus are of inestimable his­
torical value ? 

A: 1 Yes Sir. 

Q: 2. Will Government state whether 
these files are still in the Archives 
Department of the Public Build­
ings? 

A: 2. No Sir. The files of old news­
papers were removed in Septem­
ber 1954, from the dome :ii' the 
Public ,Bn"ilrlings to a roorr. in 
the premises occupied �y the 
Housing Department whils;; ar­
rangements foi· ·improvement of 
the storage facilities of the dome 
were being made. 

Q: 3. If the answer to question 2 is in 
the n egative; will Government 
state where these files are now, 
what steps are being taken to 
protect them from fire and the 
ravages of insects, and who is the 
officer responsible for them ? 

A: 3, The files ,,re still stoi·e d in ihe 
premises of the Housing Depart­
ment, where they are inspected 
regularly tc.> ensure that they are 
not su.ffe1·ir.g damage. The Chief 
�cretary has general respon· 
sibility for these documents. 

GOVERNMEN'l' BUSINES�., 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 

The Financial Secretary (Mr. Es­
sex) : I beg to move: 

''That this Council approves of the Sup­
plementary Estimates (Develop-· 
ment} for the period January to 
M a r c h 1856 totalling $ti:i.OOO; 
which nav'e hee1{ laid on the table.'' 

I have very little to say abon� this 
Schedule. There ioi only one item on it, 
for the purchase of a Grumman air­
craft . Tt has been clear fo1· some time 
that two Grumman aircraft are not 
sufficient to carry out the demands made 
t•pon them, including- the St. V:11cee.t 
Rervice, and Members of the Financ�. 
Committee approvtd of provision for 
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an additional plane. I would like to sa:;, 
that the aircraft may cost abovr, the 
$65,000 which has been put into tne 
Schedule, aud wheu we have found out 
the exact cost, I shall come back to this 
Council if necessary. 

Sir Frank McDa,vid (1VIember for 
Agriculture. ForEsts, Lands a11Ll 
):Iiues): I beg to second the motioi: 

Que:;tion put, and agreed to. 

Motion carried 

ORDER IN COUNClL No. 34 of lfl56 

The Fina.ncia l Secretary: I beg to 
move: 

"That this Council in terms of section 
9 of the Customs Ordinance Chapter 309, 
confirms Order in Council No. 34 of 1956 
which was made on the 17th day of May. 
1956, and published in the Gazette on 9th
June, 1956.'' 

This is not a very important 01'­
der. Hon. Members will remember that 
during the Second Session of this 
Ccuncil ·in 1955 the.1· fixed the rate 
of 2% Preferential tariff and 5"{, 
General tariff on :,pecial mining sup­
plies, admitted as such hy the Cnmp­
troller of Customs and Excise. Although 
the Order specifi':'d certain "suecial 
mining supplies" it is a very wide -term 
and difficult to define, and it apr;ears 
that re-consideration of it is neces�ary. 
It is now proposed therefore to defing 
this term "special mining supplies·• 
more closely so that the discretion of 
the Comptrollet· ·.viii be restricti"d to 
all things of a like nature to these speci� 
fiecl in the new Order. No chan�r in 
r1uty is propnsecl. 

� 

Sir Frank Mc David: I beg to 8ec­
ond the motion . 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Motion carried. 

ORDER IN COUNCIL No. 35 OF 1956 

The Financial Sec1·etary : I beg to 
move: 

''That this Council in terms of section 
9 of the Customs Ordinance, Chapter 303, 
confirms Order in Council No. 35 of 1956 
which was mad-e on the 17th day of May, 
1956, and published in the Gazette on 
9th June, 1956." 

This Order is even less important and 
even more i.echnical. than the previous 
01�c. It is to put Orde1· in Coun::il No. 
26 of 1!)55 in its l'ight place in Pa1:t I 
of the First Schedule to the Customs 
Ordinance. The Order in Council No. 
26 speaks of addfog- in ,a new proviso to 
Division 99' of the First Schedule. Ther<' 
is in fact more than one proviso ancl 
this new Ordet is to make it clenr that 
the new proviso made by Order in Coun­
cil No. 26 of 1955 comes at the eud. 
There is no change of substance. 

Sir Frank McDavid: I beg to :.;ec­
ond the motion. 

Mr. Speaker: Does anyonf'l wish 
to nppos.� this motion? 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Motion carried. 

AUDIT DEPARTMENT (AMENDMENT) 

BJLL 

The Chief Secretary: I rise to 
move the second reading of the nm 

intituled: 
"An Ordinance further to amend the 

Audit Department Ordinance for the pur­
pose of increasing the salaries ')f the 
Director of Audit ctml the Senior Aud,i-
1or." 

Last year when the Salaries Revi­
sion proposals were brought forward 
before this Council, the salaries of cer­
tain Heads of Departments, Deputy 
Heads and Assistant Heads were re­
duced by some £50 below the original 
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proposals. Subsequently Finance Com­
mittee met, on the 18th January, this 
year; and the majority of Members pro­
posed that the sal.9.ries of those Head:.: 
of Depariments, their Deputies and As-
1-,istant Heads shou1d be put back to tile 
original amount recommended by the 
Salanes Commissioner. That re.com· 
rnendation was accepted by the Admin­
istration and it was forma!l,1· appro\·i::cJ 
by a majority in Finance Committ,�e on 
the 27th April. It has been imple1t;e1Lt­
cd in respect of most of the office;·t, 
concerned, but th,� salaries of some u:t 
them are govemed ·by law. Thi,i Bill 
deals with the .\udit Departm'.!11'.; the 
salaries of the Director and S(!nior 
Auditor come undfr Chapter 69. This 

Bill -seeks· to provide the necei.:s,tr.i 
amending legislation i..o implement 
Finance Committee's ;proposal. 

Th<! Financial Secretary: I beg 1.o 
second the motion. 

Mr. Speaker: Would anyone lih 
Lo speak on the :;econd reading? 

Question put, and agl'eed tfJ. 

Bill read a seconct tfme. 

Council resolvEcl itself into Com­
mittee to conside;: the Bill clai.1:-;c by 
elause and passed it as printed. 

Council resumed. 

The Chief Sccreiary: I h�g to 
move that the Bill be read a third 1 ime 
and passed. 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
second the motion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

CIVIL LIST (AMENDMENT No. 2) DILL 

'l'hc Chief Secretary: I rise fo 
move the second reading- of th,� Bill 
iI!tituled: 

"An Ordinance further to amend the 
Civil List OrcHnance by increa�in� the 
amount which shall he payable lo Her 
Majesty for defraying the expenses oi 
cli:rtain servlces." 

This Bill has the r-ame pUl'.pose ar; the 
previous Bill. In this case the salarie;. 
of the Solicitor General, the Commis­
sioner of Lands and Mines, the Comp­
troller of Customs and the Postmmrie�· 
General are prescribed in the Civil 
Li:;t Ordinance; this legislation seeks 
to amend the Civil List Ordinance in 
order to alter i.he ,�alaries of these of­
ficers. 

The F-inancial Sec1·etary: I beg 
t0 second the motion. 

}fr. Lee: Sir, I would like to dl'aw 
your attention-

i\fr. Speaker: Are you speaking on 
the Bill? 

Mr. Lee: I would like to sa.y :.hat 
the increasing of the salaries of cer­
tain gentlemen in this Bill-

}Ir. Speaker: It is the salary a�­
tached to i.hc posts that is bein� in­
creased, not the salary of these gentle­
men. 

Mr. Lee: Well, I am saying '.;hat 
"·e should not par for something for 
·which we get no returns. I de:.frc to
draw Government'!:; attention to the
fact that unles,; stricter control is ex­
ercised over the Telephone Exchange,
·we would be· wa3ting money on the
Postmaster General.

-Mr. Speaker: You have not speci­
Bill read a third time and pa1-iled. fied in what way. 
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Mr. Lee: 1 have laid my complaint 
in writing before the Postmastei' Gm­
e1·al but I have not yet got a reply; and 
as this Bill has come up I desire pu11Iic­
ly to say that the Telephone Exchai�ge 
should be giving more and quicke1 ser­
vice to the public than what it is giv­
ing now. One has often to wait for 
two, three or five minutes when one 
picks up the telephone before getting 
an answer. 

Mr. Speaker: Longe;·, sometimes. 

l\'Ir. Lee: Since that is Your Hon­
our's experience I desire further to say 
that the Postmaster General should 
take better care of the public whr,n we 
are paying him more money. 

Mr. Speaker: I mentioned t:wt it 
is the ·.;;alary of the .post that is being 
increased. I think the hon. MembP.r's 
remarks are quite out of order. 

Mr. Lee: Sir, if :mu are ruling 
my remarks out a: order, then I must 
say that there must be a right of Mem­
bers of this Council to criticize on mat­
ters in connection ·.dth which they haYc 
to vote money. The public mni::t. be 
satisfied. We are not getting the ser­
vice from the Exchange-

i\'Ir. Speaker: It is the salary of 
the Postmaster General that is down 
for discussion, not that of the �lectri­
cian. 

1\fr. Lee: Sir-

1\'lr. Speaker: In my opinion, you 
are not in order. We all know what 
you mean. Everybodr knows th� r·ea­
son for the delay. Nobody is re�pcm·· 
sible; it is either rlne to the appal'atu�. 
or the lines-or th� lack of equipment 
in the Department. On one occasion I 
could not get communication witl1 the 
West Coast at all. There is onh· one 
line, and that I understand is insuffi­
cieJ1t to carry the tl'.affic. We have 

been promised a uew Telephone Ex·· 
cl1ange, 

Mr. Lee: Th,1t is why we should 
have waited until the new Exchange is 
in operation befm,� increasing the sal­
ary of the Postmaster Genera.). 

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member 
is the oldest Member, in continuity of 
service, in the Legislature. Does, he 
think that is a fair and just remark? 

Mr. Lee: I think that it is not 
fair to agree to the rncommenclation 
·when we are not gdting the service� ,re
are paying for.

The Chief Secretary : I would ask 
that this should not be put on t:ie re� 
corcl. It would not be fair. 

Sir Frank McDa vicI : I think all 
we can say is that we join with Mr. 
Lee in expressing some concern ove1· 
the manner into which the whole tel€­
phone system is drifth;g. He has been 
very mild in his cc,mpl:1int, fm it ta!{es 
sometimes five rninute:ci befori1 o,{e "�m 
get on to a .. snbscri.1Je1· and one may not 
get him at all. We all know that the 
system is ovedoaderl. Indeed, one has 
to congratulate t11e Engineer and the 
staff of the Telephone Exchange for 
providing even the service we are get­
ting now. I do not know if the hon. 
Member has ever visited the Exch'..lng-0. 
If he did, he would be amazed at the 
speed at which thr. operators have to 
work. We know that we have project­
ed a new Telephone E:s:-change, we knew 
that a site for it iias been located, w;:; 
Jrnow tlrnt tender·, ha\'e been put ot�l. 
for the new building· and we know that 
work has been started. I do not thlnk 
i,; would help at all if the salary of tlw 
Postm[l�t-er General i8 not increased. 
Even if his sahry were cut in half 
it would not ha:;;ten the remedying of 
the situation. 

I feel I shonlc� make those remarks 
because I do not think it is fair to hit 
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at the Postmaster General. The ,:itur.­
tion which exists is one for which he 
certainl.1· is not res pom;ib!e. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a second time. 

Council resolved itself into Com­
mittee to consider the Bill clause by 
cl;i.use, and passed it as printed. 

Council resumed. 

The Chief Secretary: I beg to move 
that this Bill be now read a thid Hmc 
ancl passed. 

The Financial Secretary : l beg to 
SPt::oncl the motion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

nm read :.i third time and passed. 

PHARMACY AND POISONS BILL 

Item 7.-Second l'eading of thr: Rill 
inti tu led: 

"An Ordinance to make better provi­
sion for the control of the profession oi 
Pharmacy and the trade in Drugs ancl 
Poisons.'' 

. Carter : Mr. Speaker, I think 
/!.is Bill should be further defen('cl. It 

� 1·.;; a very complex Bill and it co!1c-erns 
t.he. safety and health of our people. 
The Pharmaceutical Societ, met the 
hon. Mover this morning and �onsirler'c\tl 
the Bill, and there are certain as11ects 
which must be fnr1her studied. 

Mr. Speaker : Is the hon. Mover 
objecting to that he.ing done? 

Mr. Cummings : I should like to 
indicate the nature of the proposed 
amendments, Sir, �nd if it is the wish 
of the Council that Members shoulrl have 
v. fo 1·ther opportunit.Y to study them. T
tl1ink the prope1· thing would be for me
to accede to the hon. Mr. Cartel''3 re-

quest. As Mr. Carl.er has said, I hnd a 
meeting with members of the Pharma­
cuetical Society thi,; morning and, sub­
ject to what I regmd as a minor cl et.ai.l, 
we have reached agreement on ihc en­
tire Dill. I have also met certain gentle­
men who deal with proprietary medi­
cines and who have had certain fears 
in this matter, b1.1t they are sat:sfi�tl 
i;hat the proposed amendments will pre­
serve their livelihood. Ther arc alsc 
very happy, therefore, a·bont the Bill. 
I suggest that before the hou. Mr. 
Carter presses his proposal for n past­
ponement, he shonld listen to what 1

have to sa:, on the amendments. In any 
event, I propose ·;o move ihe soconcl 
reading of the Bill toda:v anrl ·if the 
Council wishei:1 to Jiave it deferred, that 
could be done in Ccmmittee. T s\1011ld 
like this Council to know also thai: my 
onl)· reason for my appearing to rush 
the Bill, is the fact that I am 1e'lving 
the Colony very short!:,. The pharma­
cists have been pressing for this 
legislation for fom :,ears now, and it 
is in  their interest anr1 the interer.� of 
the public to have it on the Statnte 
books, but I do 11ot intend to rnill'ond 
it. 

Mr. Carter : T h e pharmacists 
themselves are not in favour of 1msh­
ing the Bill through this aftemoon, in 
the light of the amendments. I ·�aw 

· them this morning. and I think they
agreed on a minodt:, decision.

Mr. Cumming-s: I have on record
,vhat we discussed and what we a;rreed
u.oon. The Council might still prefer
the Bill to be posiponed, but I do intend
to proceed with tht'! second reading to­
day. Tt is a matter for the Council, bnt
since I am the Member charged with
responsibility for the Bill, I hope the 
hnn. Mr. Carter will not minrl;

Mr. S11eaker : I think the hon. 
Member (Mr. Cummings) might pro­
ceed with the ·second reading, referring 
to; the a.JI\endments proposed, and thus 
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give Members an 0ppo:rtu11it.,· to study 
the principle of the Bill during hh1 ab­
sence from the Colony. The Dill cou1d he 
taken thrn11gh its further stage::; Inter 
in the year, and th�,t might satisfr the 
objection being- raiHecl. 

Mr. Cummings : Mr. Speaker, I 
have circulatecl the proposed ameml­
ments, and I shall refer to them iYhen 
I get to the sections concerned. In 
moving the second reading of this Bill, 
before I invite attention to the Objects 
and Re,asons I wish to say how inrlebted 
this Government is to · the Board of 
Examiners of the Chemist;; and Drug­
gists, to the Medi:::al Board and to the 
Pharmaceutical A:;sociation for assist­
ance rendered in putting up a draft 
Bill which sought to make better pro­
vision for the control of the profession 
of pharmacr and the trade in drugs 
and poisons. The Jaw, at the m1,rnent, 
is to be found at Chapter 141 - the 
Pharmacy and Poison,, Ordinance. 

The Bill contains a number of pl'o­
visions that are not in the existini; law 
a11d the chief features of these are: 
(.a)-the establishment of a Pharmacy 
and Poisons Board for the pur1)0:,es o·f 
the Ordinance (when enacted) (b)--the 
establishment of a Committee of En­
quiry to investigate .allegations of pro­
f�ssional misconduct and incompetence 
on the .part of registered pharmacists 
and corporate bodies, ( c) - the condi­
tions to be fn1filled b�- ,pharmacists ill 
order to become authorised sellers of 
poasons, (cl) - provisions relatin!!' to 
the continuation of the business ;f a 
pharmacist by representatives in 1he 
case of death and in certain other cases, 
( e)-registration 0£ business .premise� 
of authol'isecl sellers of poisons, (f)­

the licensing of sellers of ·poi.;;ons ( not 
being registered pharmacists). (g) -
wider scope in the sale of drugs and 
11oisons by registered sicknurses and 
dis'l)ensers and (h )-the appointment of 
inspectors to enforce the provisions of 

the Ordinance. Part II of the Bill seeks 
to make provisio11 for the establishment 
and const1tui.ion of the Pharmacy aud 
Pohwns Board arnl for the appointment 
ol' a Registrar of the Board. Part Ill 
seeks to make provision for ihe regis­
tration of pharmacists and fo1· th,.; 
qualifications to be required before a 
pel'son is entitled to registr.atiou as a 
pharmacist. 

To sum up,-apart from controlling 
Lhe profession of pharmacy and the teade 
in drugs and poisons, th� Bill seeks to 
give to the public the same effective 
service and a higher measure of pro­
tection with regard to the druga which 
they have to purchase in the iniere.;;t of 
thefr health. The nmendments which I 
propose to move in Committee--if we 
gei through to that stage-are �o give 
effect to decisions taken after ;:epre­
sentations ,vere considered from the 
siclmurses and dispensers, and from a 
group of people whD have, for a number 
of .rears, been selling .proprietary medi­
cines. If this Bill went. through in its 
original form, thes�1 people would have 
been deprived of a livelihood after all 
these years. Government has, there­
fore sought to effect a compromise b" 
the amendments proposed. The decisio;1 

is that the Bill be a m e n cl e cl so 
that there would u� a continua tio:i for 
a. period of five years onb· of the
practi�e wherebr more than ��e drug 
store 1s served by one chemist and 
druggist, but that is in respect of 
('xisting cases only. 

Perhapg I might develop e1at, a 
little more. At thE: moment there is 
a practice whereby one chemist or 
phannaci::;t puts up his signboard on 
several drng stores, and tho·se drug· 
;:;tores can sell eerta111 drugs and 

. poisons because his name appears on 
Lbem. The pharmacists, quite properly, 
objected to that ;md have suggested 
that the practice should be cfoicon­
tinuecl. Government has been acly;sed 
by the Director of Medical Services that 
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a certain measure of hardship will res ult 
· if that provision is brought into force

immedi.atelr and, therefore, there ha.:1
been a compromise. Unle·.ss the hon.
Member (:Mr. Carter) is going tG teU
me that since I saw the pharmar:ist;;
this morning they have changed their
minds, their Association has agreed to
the proposal, whie:h is that existing
cases will be per mitted to continue for
a period of five �-ears only. In order
to give effect to this decision, it will bP.
necessary - if hon. Members will look
.at the amendments circulated - tc re­
number clause 20 as clause 20 (I) and
it will follow as subsection (2). It
reads:

''(2) Where a person qualified under 
paragraphs (a), (c) &nd (d) of sub-section 
9 of this Ordinance for registration as a 
Pharmacist was on the 30th of June, 1956, 
carrying on a 'business which comprise:, 
the retail sale of drugs in more than ane 
set of premises foe conditions set out in 
paragraphs (a), (c) and (d) of sub-sectio:. 
(1) of this section �i1all not apply to sucn 
person prior to thP 1st of July 1961." 

This is the Government's proposal 
which has been accepted b:v the phar­
macists and certain other ,persons who 
made representations to the Board in 
the matter, and aiso to myself. 

The next. decision of Governm-ent 
is that the Bill be amended to provide 
that any siclmurse·dispenser in a rural 
area whose dispen·sary is within twr.1 
miles of the nearei:;t chemist and drug­
gist, provided he remains in the same 
area, should continue to dispense drugs 
without restrictioM on a personal ba!:is. 
indefinitely. I must emphasize th'.it th� 
sicknurse-dispe11se1· must remain i:1 tht> 
area, and the provision must be carric•d 
out on a personal basis. The proposed 
amendment to give effect to this reads: 

"(2) The Beard may grant any duly 
registered siclmursc .and dispenser so 
registered at the commencement of this 
Ordinance permission to sell in specified 

p!·emises c1n1gs and poisons other than 
set out in Part I of the Poisons List." 

These gentlemen have asked Gov� 
ernment to c01rsideT whether, having 
regard to their Jong experience as s\ck­
nurses and dispensers, they shoulc. not 
be registered as chemists and druggists, 
but I think that if the.'· reason seriously 
thev would realise that Government 
ca��1ot continue to add to the list of 
unqualiffod persons. The_v can continue 
to practice in the areas in which they 
have been registered, but we cannot put 
them on the Register therebr giving 
them a roving commission to pr'.lctise 
as chemists and druggists. 

The last decision to which the BiIT 
seeks to give effect, is to permi� un­
qualified persons who, on the enactment 
of this legislation, .ire selling pronrletary 
drugs in Georgetown and New Amster­
dam, to continue tO do so on a personal 
basis. In the case of a company, the 
amendment is to permit the company 
to carry on for a period of five yea!'s. 
Thereafter. it must emplo�· a qualified 
nharmacist. The proposed amendment 
to give effect to that decision is at item 
5 (in the list of circulated amenclment3) 
and it reads as follows: 

5. Add the following provisos at !he
end of sub-!)aragraph (iii) of para­
graph (b) of clause 33 (1)-

"Provided that the conditions set out 
in sub-i)),'lrag1·aphs (i) and (ii) hereof 
shall not apply to a person who, on the 
30th of June, 1956, was within the muni­
cipal boundaries of the city of Georgeto�vn 
and the town of New Amsterdam carrymg 
on business in the course of which he was 
selling any such drugs or patent or pro­
prietary medicines so long as such pafan t 
or patent or proprietary medicines have 
unbroken container:; in which such drugs 
or ','latent or proprietary medicines have 
been put up by the manufacturers there­
of: 

Provided further that the condition set 
out in sub-paragraph. (iii) hereof shall 
not apply:-

(i) to any person other than a com­
pany incorporated under the p-.·o-
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visions of th� Companies Ordinance 
w,10 on the 30th of June, 1356, 
,vas, within the municipal bcu�1<.1-
aries of the city of Georgetown or 
the town of New AmstP.nlam, 
carrying on a business, in the 
course of which he was selling any 
su�h drugs or patent or propriet,uy
medicines; 

{ii) prior to the 1st July, 196!, to 
any such company which was on 

the 30th af June, 1956, carryin:J on 
such business within the municipal 
boundaries aforesaid." 

I have said that there was one dif­
ference-minor in mr opinion-but 1 
can quite see the point of view of the 
pharmacists, and I hrwe undertaken to 
put it to the Council when proposing 
the amendment. The type of person 
that Government is seeking to pro­
tect here is the person who is can·yi1�g 
on a little drug store for himself-doing 
,pharmacy, and have for Jears been sell­
ing these drugs. As I underatand it, 
Government is not seeking to protect 
groceries which are selling these drugs 
merely incidental to their business. 
The pharmacists have asked for the 
amendment, and so that would ret1d 
"persons who were principally or in 
the main selling those drngs". I am 
for the moment tied to the deciRion of 
tlie Executive Cotrncil, and I mm;!, put 
the amendment as that Council has ap­
proved of it. Some hon. Memher of 
this Council might, however, wish to 
move an amendment to meet the issue 
raised by the pharmacists, and that 
could be clone in the Committee st.age. 

Government has made an attempt 
to put fonvard legislation for imt,l'Ov­
ing the standard .,f the profession and 
for restriction on the sale of drugs, but 
while doing so has endeavoured to avoid 
as far as practi�ab1e an:v hardshi1� tlrnt 
mi1<ht result to exh,tinl' hn�ine:::!> peq­
ple. 

I hope that after hearmg me hon. 
Members will ngre� to let us move on 

into Committee with this Bill. I wish 
to emphasize that it is not m,· wish 

• r 

i1 any Member wishes to give it fur-
the1· conaideration, i.o railroad thi� Tiill, 
but I do hope the Council 1Yill see that 
every effort has been made to com:ider 
full�· the representations which have 
been macle, and to arrive at a com­
promise in the best interests of thf� peo­
ple of the country. I now formal] v 
move that the Bill Le read a second tirn�. 

The Financial Secretarv: I beg 
to aecond the motion. 

Mr. Speaker: It is competent fo.r 
any Member to move that the debate 
on the second reading b� adjourned. 

Mr. Macnie: I :0ise to support the 
request that the debate on the second 
reading of this Bill be deferred, on the 
ground that I feel that we should be 
given further opportunit.'- to study the 
proposed amendments which were put 
before us this aftern:oon. My views 
on this subject are on record in the. pre­
vious debate, and there is no chanfe of 
_ground on my part. 

Mr. Speaker: I do not want to 
interrupt you, but do not sa�· anyt!Hng 
which would prevent you taking part 
in the debate on the second readinrr. 

Mr. Macnie: I will have much to 
say in the Commit.tee stage, but I do 
11ot propo·ae to speak on the second read­
ing. 

Mr. Speaker: I propose that the 
debate be adjourned; I have quite made 
up my mind about that. The pro11osed 
amendments are of importance. and 
there has been a request by one ,fom­
ber for an adjournment of the debate. 
Do not spoil your opportunity to speak 
nn the second reading. 

1\fr. Macnie: I do not intend to 
speak during the debate on the second 
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reading. My concern is a,bout the rep­
resentation made to me persona!ly by 
sicknurses and dispensers in the coun­
try districts-not chemists nor p"harma­
cists. My concern is a,bout the sick­
nurses and dispensers, because of the 
service they have given to the countrr 
in the past. 

Mr. Speaker: With the consent of 
Members the debate on the second read­
ing of the Bill will be adjourned. The 
hon. Member for Health promises to 

give it -some form of priority on his 
return to the Colony. 

Mr. Cummings: I will deal with 
this Bill as soon as Members feel that 
they have had sufficient time to con­
sider it. As a matter of fact, if M.em­
bers would wish to proceed with the 
debate on the ·.second reading tomorrow 
I would be prepared to do so. 

Mr. Speaker: I adjourn the Coun· 
cil sine die.




