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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

'1'lmrsday, 8th Septembe1·, 1932. 

The Coun_cil met pul'suant to adjourn­
ment, His Excellency the Hon. C. DouGLAS­
J oNEs, C.M.G., the Officer Administering 
the Government, President, in the Chair. 

PRESENT. 
The Hon. the Colonial Seci·etary, Major 

W. Bain Gray, M.A., Ph.D. (Edin.), B. Litt.
(Oxon), (Acting).

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr. 
F. J. J. F. McDowell (Acting). 

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E. (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. J. S. Dash, B.S.A., Director 
of Agriculture. 

The Hon. R. E. Brassington (Western 
Essequebo ). 

The Hon. E. F. Fredericks, LL.B. 
(Essequebo River). 

The Hon. 'N. A. D'Andmde, Comptroller 
of Customs. 

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin (Nominated 
Unofficial Membe1·). 

Major the Hon. J. C. Craig, D.S.O., 
M.E.I.C., Director of Public ·works.

The Hon. E. F. McD,wi<l, Coloni:Ll
'l'reasurer (Acting). 

The Hon. B. R. ·wood, :iVI.A., Dip, 
For. (Cantab.), Conse1·v,Ltol' of Forests. 

The Hon. J. Mullin, A.I.l\'I.M., F.S.I., 
Commissioner of Lands and Mines. 

The Hon. Q. B. De Freit,1s, lVI.R.C.S. 
(Eng.), L.R.C.P. (Loud.), Surgeon-General 
(Acting). 

The Hon. W. Frnncis, F.I.C., F.C.S., 
, Government A1mlyst. 

The Hon. E. .G. "vVoolfo1·d, K.C. (New 
Amste1·dam ). 

The .Hon. N. C:.nnon (Georgetown 
Northf 

The Hon. A. V. Ct:!!,ne, LL.;B. (Lon.cl.) 
·(Demerai·a ittver),

The l,[on. J. Gonsalves (Georgetown 
South). 

The Hon. J. I. De Aguiar (Central 
Demf'rnra). 

The Hon. Jung Bahadur Singh (Dem-
erara-Essequebo ). 

The Hon. G. E. Anderson (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. F. J. Seaford (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. C. Farrar (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

MINUTES. 
The minutes of the meeting of the 

Council - held on the 7th September, iis 
printed and circulated, were confirmed. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

THE SEWERAGE SCHEME. 

The Council resumed discussion of the 
following motion by the hon. Member for 
Gf'orgetown North (Mr. Cannon):­

Whereas the cost of the Georgetowu Sewerage 
Schewe is greatly in excess of the original esti· 
mate of expenditure ; and 

Whereas the Georgetown Town Council and 
the ratepayers of Georgetown never contem· 
plated that the sewerage scheme would cost 
practically five million dollars when they 
accep�ed liability for eighty per cent. of the 
expenditure, the Government to pay the 
remaining twenty per cent. ; and 

Whereas the imposition of excessive sewerage 
rates in Georgetown has created disastrous 
economic conditions in the t.ity which have 
reacted adversely on the Colony as a whole; 
and 

Whereas representations for a re-allocation 
of the cost of the scheme he.ve been made by 
the Georgetown Town Council to Government 
and the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
continuously since I 927; and 

Whereas in the opinion of this Council it is 
impera1ive in the intexests of all classes in the 
community to arrive at au immediate, satisfac­
tory settlement of this question of liability as 
between Government and the Georgetown 
Town Council ; and 

Whereas the Government's proposition of re­
allocation of costs on a " fifty.fifty" basis will

probably lead to further disputes and delay and 
will not afford the necessary measure of relief 
to property-owners in Georgetown ; and 

Where!ls it is desirable 1n the opinion of this 
Council to deal with the cost of the scheme as 
a " Colonial Question " that is, to make the 
whole cost a cbarge o� the:, general revenues Qf 
tjle Colo11y ; 



719 1lfotion 8 8EP'l'Elll BER, 1932. -'J'lte Seweraye :::Jcheme 720 

Be it .Resolved,-That Government lie 
requested to introduce legislation without 
dela.y for the p11rpose of mnking the whole cost 
of the Georgetown Sewerage Scherne a. charge 
on the genern.l reven11es of the Colony as from 
January 1, 1933: and 

Be it fttrthe1· .Resolved,-Tha.t a separate and 
special landing or bill of entry tax be imposed 
as from January I, 1!133, at a rate calculated 
annually to provide the sum required for the 
Government's annual commitments in respect 
of the scheme : and 

Be it jm·ther Resolved,-That for the pur• 
pose of a settlement in reEpect of the year 1932 
the Georgetown Town Council be requested to 
pay to Government the difference between the 
a.mount collected by the existing three per cent. 
bill of en.try tax and the total sum req aired to 
defray interest charges for this year: and 

Be itfui·ther Resotved,-That a copy of this 
resolution be telegraphed forthwith to the 
Secretary of State for the ColonieF. 

Mr. FREDERICKS: I am supporting 
the motion particularly because I believe 
the sewerage question is not yet settled 
satisfactorily and that it is not beyond the 
means of expediency that a solution better 
than 50-50 can be arrived at. The 50-50 
basis has a defect. It might be convenient 
for figures but it is not reasonable £or the 
consideration 0£ the whole subject. That 
basis relates to the p1·esent but there is a 
past to which it does not relate. I am 
heartily in accord with those Members 
who say that even if it is to be 50-50 it 
should be 1·etrospective. I hate the sewer­
age question notwithstanding the fact that 
I ha.ve seen the good resulting from it so 
far as the City of Geo1·getown is concerned. 
It is a question I have never taken 
seriously to my mind. That is because 
there have been such egregious blunders 
that one pauses and dismisses it from 
thought so as to be at pea.ce with one's 
self. From the moment it was ascertained 
i;hat the sewerage cost had exceeded what 
the people of Georgetown had been told it 
would cost the duty was cast upon some­
body to rid the community of that excess. 
No steps have been taken to relieve the 
community of that excess and the steps 
now being taken are inadequate. I support 
the motion with the view that there might 
be found something more reasonable for 
the final settlement of the question. 

Mr. BRASSlNGTON : Government are 
aware of my views on this very vexed 
question. I have in and out of season 
supported the idea that it should be made 
a Colonial Question. I cannot understand 
the attitude of some of the cQuntry di,;-

tricts in not wanting to bear a portion of 
the cost of the scheme. When drainage 
au<l irrigation schemes for the benefit of 
the country districts are brought forward 
the people of Georgetown bear their share 
of the cost. MembPrs of this Council have 
always willingly voted for the good of the 
Colony as a whole and not for a particular 
part of it. Leaving that out of the argu­
ment to my mind the question is : Can the 
people pay? One ha;, only to drive around 
the City or, better still, to walk around it 
and see the number of empty houses u-nd 
the condition of many occupied houses the 
owners of which are waiting until some­
thing is done to help them before they put 
a coa.t of paint on them or do much needed 
improvements. I am not accusing Govern­
ment of any lack of sympathy with the 
ratepayers and tenants in Georgetown. I 
know Government has the greatest 
sympathy for them and is doing all it can 
from its point of view, but I plead with 
Your Excellency that the burden of the 
scheme be placed on the Colony as a 
whole. It is going to rea,ct on the big 
landed interests in the country districts, 
on the coastlands and on the riverlands. 
The attitude of Government and some of 
the Nominated Unofficial Members is 
unwi�e and shortsighted. I know it is 
immaterial to Your Excellency personally 
whether the Colony as a whole or George­
town p,1ys for this scheme. Your Excel­
lency has no ultel'ior motives whatever and 
Government should yield to the wishes of 
the ma.jority of the people of the Colony. 
The Colony as a whole will stand to lose if 
the people of Georgetown or half 0£ them 
a1·e ruined. 

Mr. WOOLFORD ; I beg to move the 
following amendment to the motion :-

That this Council is of opinion that the fiaal 
re-allocation of costs of the Georgetown Sewer­
age Scheme sho11ld be made forthwith on the 
basis of the diEtributioa of the said costs be• 
tween the Government and the Municipality ia 
equal sbareE, the said costs to ioclude tbe whole 
sum of money paid by the Government and the 
Municipality as and for iuterest, from the 
commencement ot the scheme up to the date of 
final adjustment and that the Georgetown 
Town <:ouncil be given credit for the whole 
sum paid to Government by that Council as 
and for interest daring the said period. 

And this Council re;pectfully requests His 
Excellency the Officer Administering the 
Government to communicate the decieion of 
this motion to His Maje,ty's Secretary of 
State for the Colonies with the expression of 
its opiPion that this mode of settlement should 
be auLhorised immeuiately, 
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The amendment itself, sir, is not really 
.in conflict with the motion, and it would 
be ·possible for Members who feel so dis­
posed to vote for the motion as well as 
for the amendment. During the debate it 
has. occurred that Members hold different 
views, and while I myself 11m in favour of 
_the motion I am equally in favour of the 
amendment. I am in a difficult position 
in relation to my constituents. I have 
not heard directly from them or been told 
in any way that I should oppose the 
motion, but I gather from what has been 
said by the hon. Mr. Farrar that the Ber­
bice Chamber of Commerce arrived at 
such a decision. I have also noticed that 
in the Press. I cannot overlook the fact 
that my colleague, the hou. Member for 
Berbice River, has seconded the motion, 
and I am unaware at the moment of the 
opinion of the hon. Member, who is absent 
to-d,1y. My view ii; this. The subject is 
wide enough for one to be persuaded to 
bike his own opinion even if that opinion 
differs from that of his constituents. I 
do so on the ground that I ean see that 
the day is not far distant when the town 
of New Amsterdi1m will have to be sewered, 
,1nd T am paving the way, I hope, for the 
same consideration being shown to the 
town of New Am:;terdam (Laughter). I 
am prepared to anticipate any objection of 
my constituents by some such exeuse. I 
u.lso u.nticipate thi1t before I submit mys,�lf 
for re-election there the town will com­
mence to be sewered (Laughter). I am 
not going to speu.k on the motion itself, but 
I would like to ask the hon. ]\fr. Seu.ford 
to drnw a distinction between the position 
of the Life A�surnnce Companies and the 
Fire Insurnnce Comp1111ies. The Fire 
Insurance Companies are dependent for 
the 11111inte1rnnce of their incomes 011 the 
existence of properties, upon which they 
may or may not hold mortgages but cer­
tainly in respect of whieh they have issued 
fire policies against the risks. I eannot 
conceive that there is not any divergence 
of interest between the Insurance Com­
pany anJ the individm1l. My opinion is 
that the owner of property should have 
his views respected before the mortgagee 
who, after all, only holds a hypothec upon 
it. Even assuming that different views 
can be taken, I cannot coneei ve that there 
is any other view in the mind of the Insur­
ance Company than the protection of the 
capital invested. The owner of property 
says in effect to the Insurance Company 

" v\Tith the incumbrance in the way of mort­
g,1ge and the further incumbrnnces in the 
shape of taxes and special rate for sewer­
age I will be unable to meet your interest 
a,nd therefore ask you to support the view 
that the entire cost of the scheme be made 
a Colonial Question." It seems to me 
that the Insumnce Companies really reflect 
the opinions of the individuals who own 
property. I rather fancy that the hon. 
Member wu.s refening to the Demera,ra 
Mutual Life Assuntnce Company. The 
existence of that Company depends upon 
the maintenance of life and not the main. 
tenance of property. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I drew a distinction 
between the two and said I quite appre­
ciated tha.t Fire Insurance Companies 
were m1turally doing the best fot· them­
selves and were perfectly right in doing 
so. 

Mr. WOOLFORD : There 1tppears to 
me to be a lack of u1m11imity between the 
opinion arrived a,t by the Fire Insurance 
Companies against that of the Life Assur­
,tnce Companies and I cannot see that 
their interests should be allowed to elash. 
My object is not to have any confiict­
lVIembers have their own opinion-but to 
move the amendment, and I hope it will be 
s:1pporte:l. I ,1sk that in putting the 
motion and the ,Lmenrlment to the Council 
the operative portions be put separa.tely. 
If it is going to be a separate motion that 
suggestion is not tenable. 

Tm; PRESIDENT: The proeedure is 
that, unle:;s the mover of the motion with­
draws his motion in favoul' of the amend­
ment the Ol'iginal motion is put. If that 
is carried all amendments fall to the ground. 
If the motion is not carried the amend­
ment is then put as a substantive motion. 
I want to consider the amendment with 
the hon. Member who has moved it and 
other Members. I ,tdjourn the Council for 
a qmtrter of an houl' to con,;ider the word­
ing of it. 

The Council ,tdjourned accordingly. 

Mr. WOOLFORD ( on the Council resum­
i11g) : 'vVith your pennission, sir, I beg 
leave to withdraw the ameudrnent ,md to 
move another in its stead. I also ask that 
a statement be made by Your Excellency 
as to what the relative e�ect of the motion 
might be and the apparent difference be-
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tween the Council and Government in 
arriving at the method. The new amend­
ment will now read :-

That this Council is of opinion that tbe final 
re-allocation of costs of the Georgetown Sewer­
age Scheme should be made forthwith on the 
basis of the distribution of the said costa be­
tween the Government and the Municipality in 
equal shares and that the Georgetown Town 
eouncil be given credit for any sum paid by 
that Council to Government in exces, of an 
equal contribution as and for interest from the 
commencemen'• of the Scheme up to and includ­
ing Hist December, 1931.

And this Council respectfully requests Bis 
Excellency the Officer Administering the Gov· 
ernment to commu11icatc a eopy of this motion 
to Bis Majesty's Secretary of State for the 
Colonies with the expression of its opinion tbat 
this mode of settlement should be authorised 
immediately. 

THE PRESIDENT: This amendment 
gives an opportunity for discussion imd a 
decision as to the exact method of arriv­
ing itt the excess, and I will ask the hon. 
Colonial Secretary to read figures of two 
method1:1 and the result of those two 
methods. Those calculations will be laid on 
the table so that Members could see them 
at their leisure. The difference between 
the two methods is very small and it is 
simply a question as to which method 
should be adopted. 

'l1HE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Major 
Bafo Grny): The fast method, which may 
be described as the Town Couucil method, 
is as follows :-

Town Coimcil's proposal 11wcli(iecl to allow 
crerl·it fo1· rrnwmit paid by them for inter. 
est lo cn(l of 1931, over the whole periocl 
of the loan. 

Capital cost of Scheme= 
approximately ... $ 5,000,000 

Interest paid by Town 
Council to 31st Decem­
ber, 1931 (excluding in• 
terest on overdue 
account) ... $1,013,726 

Total interest rharges ap-
plicable to Schemes (Add 
one-quarter to abo,·e) .... 1,267,158 

3 6.267,158 
-----

Assuming interest harl 
been capitalised, annual 
Loan charges at 5% in· 
terest and 1% Sinking 
Fund on above woulcl be ... S 376,029 

Town Council's proportion 
at 50% 188,014 

'fhe Town Council are claiming refund of the 
total sum paicl by them for interest to 31st 

December, 1931, i.e., $1,013,726 plus $33,447.� 
for overdue interest charges =St,0,i7,173. 
Assume that credit is allowed the Council in 
respect of this payment as being a Capita.I con· 
tribution involving annual Interest and :::iinking 
J<"und charges on the �a.me basis M the Loan. 
Annual charges at 6% in respect of 
this sum :::: ... $ 62,830 
which wuuld reduce the 
Council's proportion from $188,014 to 125,184 
Under i,reseat arrangements, i.e., 50-50 
basis j1·om 1.932, Town Council pays per 

annum ... 150,0GO 
so that saving to Council would approximately 
be 825,000 per annum o,•er the whole period, 

The other proposal, which may be 
described as the Govemment method of 
calculation, is as follows :-

Alternative proposal to allow credit to 
1'own Coimcil for tl�tference between 
contributions clwe froin them llwring 
1923-1931 on /i0-50 ba�is ancl amoimt� 
actiially paid. 

lnter,s� charges un accounts ren· 
dered to Town Council during 
I 9·23-1931-V. s�atemeat in M .P. 
514/32, i.e., on 80-20 basis ... S 1,013,726 

J nterest charges on 50-50 basis :::: 
50 

80 of above = :::: 633,578

Difference in favour of Town Conncil if 
50·50 basis made retrospective = 380,US 

Assume that credit is a.11owed for 
this amount as a capital contri1;u­
tion involving Interest and Sinking 
l<'unrl charges on the same basis as 
tbe Loan. 

Annual charges at 6% on $380,148 = 22,808 
so that tl1e saving to the Council would 

approximately be $·t3,00ll per annum over the 
whole period. 

Mr. Di-: AGUIAR: I beg to second the 
amendment. The first method suggested 
by the Colonial Secretary is one that 
would perhaps meet with the approval of 
the Council. Perhaps it would be better 
if the position is made a bit clearer by 
ru,iking the statement that the idea is that 
the Council should not be refunded 30 per 
eent. of what they lmve paid, but that the • 
aetual amount of the cost of the scheme in 
the first iusbnce should be arrived at 
mid that amount be divided between 
Government and the '11ow11 Council and 
any amount p,iid in excess by the 
Town Council should be refunded to them. 
By that I me,m that the mere method of 
refunding to the Town Council of 30 per 
<.;ent. of what they have paid will not be a.t 
,ill equitable. 

Mr. CRANE: I understand that there 
has not been time enough to enable Govern-
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·ment to have the sbttenient typewritten
and circulated among Membe1·s. I would
prefe1· to have it before me in considering
what my attitude should be on the ,tmend­
ment as worded. I understand the Colonial
Secretary to say that under the pre­
sent basis certain annual commitments
amounted to $188,000. I wanted to find
out what that was. Then on the 50-50
basis $150,000 per annum, then on credit
being given $125,000 per annum. I would
like to know in what position the Council
would have stood when its liability was
$188,000.

THE PRESIDENT: With the permis­
sion of the Council the Treasurer will 
explain the matter further. 

Mr. McDA VID (Colonial Treasurer): 
The cost of the scheme at present is 
approximately $5,000,000. What the hon. 
Member wants is that the whole of the 
interest paid both by the Town Council 
and Government should be added to the 
cost of the scheme and capitalised. '.l'he 
total interest charge to the end of 1931 is 
$1,267,158. Adding that on to the cost of 

'the scheme makes the total $6,267,158. 
If tha,t is taken to be the capital cost of 
. the scheme then the total interest and 
sinking fund charge would be $376,029 of 
which the Town Council's proportion 
would be $188,014. The hon. Member 
abo claims that the Town Council are 
entitled to be given credit for· the total 
sum of money they have paid as interest. 
'.l'hat total sum is $1,047,173. To give the 
Council crndit for this sum you lu1,ve got 
to assume an annual charge ,it the same 
ratio, namely, 5 per cent. inte1·est and 1 
per cent. sinking fund. That annual 
charge is $62,830; therefore Government 
would have to give credit against 
the $188,014 for $62,830, which leaves 
the '.l'own Council's share at $125,184. 
In order to find out what gain will 
accrue to the Town Council from 
adopting a retrospective basis one must 
subtrnct the $125,184 from the charge 
to the Town Council (at present $150,000), 
so that it is obvious thiit $25,000 is the 
saving to the Town Council through adopt­
ing the retrnspective roel;hod. The other 
method of making the calculation is to say 
that the '.l'own Council have p,tid $1,013,726 
on the 80-20 basis, but they should have 
paid on the 50-50 basis. The sum they 
should have paid· on the 50-50 basis is 

$633,578·, therefore the sum due to them 
is $380,148. If that credit is spread over 
the same period of years the Council would 
be allowed 6 per cent. thereon which 
amounts to $22,808, or· approximately 
$23,000 ; so the difference between the two 
schemes is approximately $2,000. 

JYfr. CRANE : What I g,ithered from 
discussions we have had outside the Coun­
cil is that Government is not desirous of 
taking advantage of the benefit of the 
annual difference of $2,000. If Govern­
ment gives us that assurnnce it wr,uld serve 
our purpose to a very great extent in sup­
porting the amendment. My view is not 
the method as long as we arrive at a satis­
factory solution of this matter and the 
'.l'own Council gets a re-adjustment from 
the beginning of 50 per cent. and also gets 
credit for the amount paid. If Govern­
ment is willing to give the benefit of the 
$2,000 a yem· to the ratepayers I am going 
to support the amendment. 

Tm: PRESIDENT: The position as 
regards the two methods is that Govern­
ment will submit them for the considera­
tion of the Secret,try of State, who has, 
after all, to decide whether Government 
can accept a furthe1· liability whether it be 
$23,000 or $25,000. I think he will give 
the 1·a,tepayers the full advantage of the 
$25,000. 

Mr. CANNON : I wish, sir, to refer to 
a remark made by my esteemed friend the 
Colonial Secretary yesterday before the 
Council adjourned. I do not think he 
meant to be ,tt all sarcastic when he sug­
gested that if at any time ,i new Order of 
decoration w>1,s intrnduced in the British 
list I might be afforded one of them. I 
do not think he meant it sarcastically, but 
it affords me the opportunity of saying 
that I am not likely to accept it if even I 
was offered it. I am not disposed to give 
up my manhood even for an O.B.E. I 
wish to say that " common-garden " 
Nels on Cannon is good enough for me. I 
have served the people here for 23 years, 
I think faithfully, and I look upon it as an 
insult to be offered any such recognition. 
I do not agree with wh>1,t the Colonial 
Secretary said yesterday when he made 
the statement that an item once appearing 
in the revenue could not possibly be ear­
ma1·ked for any particular scheme. That 
is wrong and is not what we have be(;ln 
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accustomed to. We have had various 
accounts, such as the Immigration Fund, 
the Harbour Board and others, that have 
been earmarked for their respective pur­
poses until the new Administration took 
charge of them. It is quite a simple 
matt,er to levy i1 tax of 4 per cent. to 
defrny this extraordimu·y expenditure, 
which should be reduced from year to 
yea1· as the countl'y restore:; a little bit of 
its prosperity. It is quite competent for 
this Council to deal with funds in that 
way. The hon. Nominated Member, Mr. 
Farrar, told us yesterday that he repre-

. sented the 1·esponsible people of Berbice. 

Mr. FARRAR: I rise to ,L point of 
correction. I said I had the opportunity 
of hearing the opinions of the responsible 
people of New Amsterdam. 

Mr. CANNON: Perhaps I misinter­
preted what the hon. Member intended, in 
which case I can only say I am sorry; but 
I feel that the Constitution, if in no other 
form, might be amended to give the people 
of Berbice another representative in the 
person of the Nominated Member. I can­
not understand the wisdom of those respon­
sible people in Berbice, because the hon. 
Member for New Amsterdam told us this 
morning he hopes that at no distant date 
the town of New Amsterdam will be 
sewered. It may be that New Amsterdam 
is a wealthy town and there will be no 
necessity to ask tl1is Council or Govern­
ment to contribute ,iny portion of its 
cost, and therefore there will be no 
necessity for Berbice or the people in that 
County to come to this Council and iisk 
for any assistance. Until that time anives 
there is no necessity for me to comment 
any further upon it. I think it come:, with 
very bad grace from m1y Member of thu 
County of Berbice to question the settle­
ment of the sewerage impasse. The time 
is going to come when they 11re going to 
regret it. They will find opposition in 
this Council, may be without success, but 
that opposition will be there, anrl very 
rightly too, when they want their wharf 
extended or something done to their hospi­
tal. It must be expected that that opposi­
tion is bound to follow. Possibly it will 
not affect them until it reaches that st,ige. 
There are wme of us who cannot see 
further than our nose or until it affeuts our 
pockets. 

The Council adjoumed for the luncheon 
recess. 

M1·. CANNON (1·esuming): If not by 
words by inference I gather that the hon. 
Nominated Member, Mr. Farrar, 1·epresents 
the people of Berbice. That being so I 
might reasonably be expected to ask the 
hon. Mr. Seafo1·d what part of this beauti­
ful coun_try does he represent. He may 

. reply thiit he represents those merchants 
who want this matter settled on a 50-50 
basis. He h,is given this House no indica­
tion as to whom he represents. I was 
somewhat nstonished yesterday at the 
astounding statement that hon. Member 
made in his opening remarks on the motion. 
It would perhaps be well to read the letter 
which led up to my statement and I pre­
sume is responsible for hi:; remarks. The 
letter is dated 12th Febrnary and reads:-

Dear Sir,-My Directors have had under con· 
siderntion your letter of 5th instant asking their 
opinion on the suggestion put forward by you, 
adopted by a mei,ting of ratepayers assembled 
in the Town Hall and also approved by the 
Georgetown Chamber of Commerce, thBt the 
liability for Sewerage, Ma.in Draioa.g,i and 
House Connections, should be made a Colonial 
q nestion and should be met by a 4 per cent. 
landing tax on all goods landed io Georgetown. 

I a.rn instructed to reply that my Directors
have, by a majority, endorsed the suggestion, 
feeling convinced that that is the only practical 
solution to the question. 

This Society in previous years did not have 
to face to such an extent unpaid interest on 
mortgages, as at pre3ent, while repayments of 
instalments on account of mortgages have also 
been considerably reduced. This can only be 
attributed to inability to pay, and the Society 
is rat-her diffident about foreclosing mortgages 
on account of the obvious fact that there are no 
buyers, and no one can deny that this is larg.,ly 
due to tbe increased imposts on property in 
Georgetown, present and threatened, resulting 
from the Sewerage quest,ion. 

The a.mount invested by this Society in mort. 
gages in Georgetown at 31st December la.st 
appro�imates $1,000,000. 

My Board sincerely hopes that your sugges­
tion will find fo.1·our with and be accepted by 
Government. 

(Sgd.) GEO, J, EVELYN, 
Secretary. 

I say it was an astounding statement 
becau,;e I gathered that at the time that 
lettBr was written the ho11. Melllbei· was a 
Dire<.:tor of the Society and must have 
known of it. I am of opinion tlrnt the 
only member of hi,; Board who opposed 
that lettei· being sent to me is also the 
N omimLted Member of this Council. That 
is the r-ei_i,sou ·why I feel so hurt. That is 
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the only kind of assistance that the 
Elected Members can depend on from that 
type of Members in this Assembly. 

Mr. SEAFORD : To a point of correc-
. tion. The supposition about a Nominn.ted 

Member is not correct. After t,h:it letter 
had been sent the Board unimimously 
decided in favour of a, 50-50 a,llocation. 
It was not known �tt the time that that 
Iettei· had been sent. 

Mt·. CANNON : I suppose the hon. 
Member has been authoriHed to mi,ke that 
statement. Assuming that he is so autho­
rised, I ask whether there was not ample 
time since the 12th Februarv for the 
Soeiety to withdraw that letter, �r, at any 
rate, write and say they had since changed 
their minds and their position then was 
for the allocation of 50-50. For fear that 
there should be any misunderstanding 
about it I shall also refer to the letters 
by the other bodies. I should have clone 
so in my opening remarks in moving the 
motion, but I was fighting against time 
and wanted to meet the wishes of the 
seconder of the motion, beca,use it was 
rather important that I should secure his 
co-operation. I would have craved the 
indulgence of the House to read the corres­
pondence but I do not want to labour the 
point. All the correspondence is here. 
It has been in Government's possession 
and also in the hands of the Colonial 
Office. The basis of settlement pl'oposed 
in the motion has been acquiesced in by 
all the big corporations imd endorsed by 
two public meeting_s, all the religious 
denominations and the Labour Union. 
'That is the position and I cannot under­
-�tand the hon. Member when he takes up 
that position. 

I am now brought to the queRtion of 
the 4 per cent. bill of entry tax as being 
the best ,tnd most equitable means of ;,ettl­
ing this sewerage impasse. I visited the 
Colonial Office at the request of certain 
merchants and I had the pleasure of an 
interview with the U ndet· Secretary of 
St.ite for the Colonies. I was also vel'y 
pleased to be able to secure the services 
of one of the principals of the leading 
house in the Colony-Sit· Alfred Sherlock. 
He attended the conference with 1ue and 
I am pleased to tell the Council tlmt Sir 
Alfred agreed with me that the be;,t cour;,e 
of settling this 'matter was by means of 

its being made a Colonial Question. He 
made one little proviso : that machinery 
;,hould not come under the tax because 
it would hamper the sugar industry. 
Willing as I have always been in this 
House to support sugar, I willingly 
acceded to Sir Alfred's view on that 
point-. I agreed that we should recom­
mend to Government that the tax 
should LIP colkctable 011 everything save 
and except sugat· machinery. Sir Alfred 
Slwrlock haR almo;,t the controlling in­
te1·est of Wat,ei- Street, and I pre�ume 
that when he spokf' he spoke for Water 
Street, therefore I am at a loss to be told 
by the ho11. Member that it is not the wish 
of W:tte1· Strfet that the matter should 
be settled in that way. 

That brings me to the proposition of 
50-50. That proposition has been put up
to the Municipality in the form of a letter
purporting to have been received from the
Secretary of State that that is the form in
which this matter should be settled. The
hon. Member for Demerara River was not
quite clear on the point and I promised
him to say exactly what transpired.
vVhen the conference was arranged and
we met I took up what I may call a
very reasonable attitude and submitted a
proposition that the Imperial Government
should make us a gift of the $5,000,000,
the supposed cost of the scheme. Frnm
what I was .ib]e'!to gather was happening
in Parliament and certain convers,itions I
had with Members of tlmt House, I saw at
once that there w,ts not much use pursuing
tlmt line of act,ion, at any rate for the
prnsent. I, however, put it forward. I
thought it was well to h,LVe it there and
withdraw it rather tlrnn not have it at all.
Realising that it was no use pursuing that
aspect I asked to be permitted not to pur­
sue that suggestion any further. The
Under Secretary of State said as things
stand at present he did not think there
was much chance of success on those li1rns.
I then suggested that the Colonial question
be adopted. vVe discussed thi,t at gt·eat
length and I poiuted out that it was the
only reason.ible wiiy that the matter could
be settled. I we11t on to point out tlmt
iin ,Lltemative proposal was that the Muni­
cipality should be re;-;ponsible for the
entire duty. I umde it quite clear that
the people of Georgetown had no inten­
tion to evade theit· responsibility or that
it should be thought that they wanted
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to do anything that was not right 
but that the mode in which it was sug 
gestecl that the tax should be paid was 
quite outside the people's ability to pay. 
I so.id if that were done .it would mean that 
the Municipality would have to get Gov­
ernment to pass the necessary legislation 
to enable us to collect the amount, and 
that it was prefera�le thiit Government 
should do it as they had the mitchinery for 
its collection. 

I also put up the p1·oposition of 50-50 
that has been suggested by Government. 
I pointed out how it would give no relief 
to the people and if accepted the sewerage 
rate would only be increiised ½ of 1 pe1· 
cent. this year and all succeeding yea,rs. 
The figures showed that it would be 
actually .36 per cent. That is no relief to 
afford the people of Georgetown in connec­
tion with this scheme. I pointed out that 
even if that were done the Municipality 
would be forced to go back to Government 
and accept the 50-50 basis but would 
require the necessary legislation to levy 
that money. 'iVe went on to discuss the 
ability of the people to pay. To my great 
surprise an<l astonishment the Governor 
told the conference that the people could 
affo1·d to pay. We got to grips over that 
and I had to deny it. I do not think there 
is a single Member around this ttt-ble who 
would have the ,iudacity or the effrontery 
to get up and say that the people . can 
afford to pay. I challenge any Member to 
get up and say th,it is not the true posi­
tion. That seemed to bring our laboun; 
practically to an end. The hon. Member 
for Demerara River wanted to know what 
were the determining rnsults of tlmt con­
ference. The determining results were 
that I was told that the matter would be 
submitted to the Secretary of State-who 
was otherwise engaged, as he always is 
when •1,nybody seeks ,rn intm·vicw with him 
-and the Lords High Executioners of the
Treasury. T itsked when I could expect
an answe1· and they said the wheelH of
Government work ve"ry slowly. I said I
appreciated that ,Lnd if it wei·e likely to be
shortly I would w,Lit ove1·, but they could
not give me any promise when it was
likely to be. I then asked if they would
be good enough to supply a reply to me
tht'Ough the Government of British Gui,uuL.
That was agreed to. I told them I was
leaving the next day. I took a fast bo,1t
and as soon lc1-S I �ot to New York I got a

telegram that the Secretary of State had 
agreed to 50-50. It was such a rapid 
despatch. On this occasion the wheels 
were well greased and they worked very 
rapidly. ·when I returned here I not.ified 
Your Excellency and received a similar 
document to the one the Municipality 
received stating that· it had bern suggested 
that the settlement should be 50-50. 

'fhe1·e has been to-day an amendment 
to my motion. I am going to appeal to 
you, sir, not to accept that amendment but 
to accept the motion. I am appealing to 
you because I honestly and since,·ely 
believe that the amendment, if accepted, is 
not going to solve the question. You 
have been six weary years at it and you 
will be another six years trying to give 
effect to this amendment. It is all very 
well for the Council to pass a resolution 
£or the 50-50, but it is not the hist point 
of resistance. Unless Government are 
prepared to give this House an undertak. 
ing to consider any reasonable legislation 
submitted hy the Town Council for the 
method of collecting this 50-50 we shall be 
only wasting time by accepting the amend -
ment. It is not going to work and will be 
only a slow prncess of killing the people of 
Georgetown. Throw the onus on the 
British Government and the Secretary of 
State who say this matter must be settled 
on a 50-50 basis and the wishes of the 
people denied. Government with the Nomi­

mLted Unofficial Members have opposed 
the motion and I do not see the good of 
wasting any morn time and energy. All I 
wish to siL_y is that my words will be 
rnmembered when the time comes: that 
it is impossible to anive at a solution in 
any other way than as suggested in the 
motion. I lmve clone my duty m1d I nm 
finished. I heard one N omi1mted Membe1· 
say th,Lt the people who ,Lttend public 
meeting,; ,n·c not rcpreseut,.tive. I do 
not think he ,Lctually said that public 
demonstrntions 1u·c prefornble, but if I 
could only get the slight.est indication 
th,Lt tlmt is wh,.t Govet"nment want yo11, 
e,m h,we a quiver full of them. :My m,it­
ter renminH unheard in the Law Courts. 
If this 50-50 is persisted in imd t,he 
Municipality Me forced to levy on any 
rntepaye1· I shall be in duty bound to 
move the bw in th1Lt direction. I have 
not done so at the preseut moment for the 
simple reason that the gentleman who was 
assigned to take the <,as� happens to b1;;1 
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the defendant in the matter and I did not 
see how the defendant in the matter could 
act as judge, I appreciate the position 
and have done nothing to aggrav,tte the 
situation, but if I am driven to it I shall 
have no a.lternative. I mention that 
because I do not want it to Le said that I 
have done anything to incite the people. 
I desire to have it on record that I hfwe 
done everything iu my power to prevent 
the matter taking the legal tum it is 
bound to take unless Government take a 
reasonable view of it. For the last time 
I appeal to Your Excellency to accept the 
motion. I presume that every Elected 
Member present will SU}Jport it. Let it 
go to the Secretary of Stitte and be dis­
cussed with the Governor while he is still 
there. Let the Governor see that tht> 
very men whom he told the Under Seen�­
tary of State were opposed to the matter 
being made a Colonial Question ha,·e r;up­
ported the motion. The hou. MembPr 
for Berbice River has come to his sense� 
and seconded it. That j,, whv J wa,s 
anxious yestenfa.,, to gin· him ·;,n oppor­
tunity to second it.., I appeal to my 
brother Electives t1.\ vote solidly for the 
motion and leave it to the Secretary of 
State to decide. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think we are 
approaching the solution or the conclusion 
of a matter which has been engaging the 
attention of Government and the Town 
Council and the people of the Colony for 
six years. rt is quite impossible for 
Government to accept the motion as pro­
posed because in the opinion of Govern­
ment, and I think in the opinion of a 
great many people in the Colony, it 
would not be an equitable one in that the 
people of the Coloa.v will be expected to 
pay for the house con11Pct.ions of property­
owners in Georg(•towu. That is what it 
amounts to. I need not hbour the point. 
We have iLn ameudwent, to the motion 
which Government Call accept beeause it 
leaves the door open fur further investi­
gation on the particular point that has 
been stressed here, that the allocation Oil 

au equal basis should be regarded as 
including the cost of the whole seheme 
from the commencement of its operations. 
That Government is prepared to recom­
mend to the Secretary of State who will 
have to decide whether the Colony as a 
whole can bear the extra payment each 
year which will amount to between 

$23,000 and $25,000. The hon. l\'.lember, 
I take it, is not prepared to withdrnw his 
motion (Mr. Cannon-No, sir). I shall 
have to put the motion and if it is nega­
tived it will fall· to the ground and the 
amendment will be put. I proceed to put 
the motion as moved and seconded. 

The Council divided on the motion and 
voted:-

Ayes-Messrs. De Aguiar, Gou,;alve,;, 
Crane, Cannon, Woolford, Fredericks and 
Brassington-7. 

Noe.� -1\Iessrs. Farrar, Seaford, Ander­
son, Frnncis, Dr. De Freitas, Mullin, 
\Vood, 1Vlc1 ),trid, Major Craig, Austin, 
D'Anclrarfo, Professor Dash, Di,ts, the 
Atto1·ncv-General ,tncl t.lu� Colonial Secre­
tary---15. 

The Council divided on the amendment 
aud voted :--

Ayes-Mess rs. Farrar, Seaford, Ander­
son, De Aguiar, Woolford, Frnncis, Dr. 
De Frnitas, Mullin, ·wood, McDavid, 
Major Craig, Austin, D'Andrnde, Profes­
sor Dash, Dias, the Attorney-General au<l 
the Colonial Secretai·y-17. 

Noes-Messrs. Gonsalves, Cannon and 
Brassington-3. 

Diel not vote-Messrs. Crane and 
Fredericks-2. 

l\'Ir. CANNON: Permit me, :;it-, to ask 
whether it is your intention to give effect 
to the last paragraph of my motion and 
telegraph the Secretary of State that the 
Elected Membel's present are unanimous 
on the motion. 

THE PRESIDENT: I ishall inform the 
Secretary of State that the Elected 
Members present were unanimous, but 1 do 
not feel justified in w:u;ting public money 
in telegraphing it. A despatch will n:lach 
the Secretary of State in a couple of 
weeks. 

Ml'. CANNON: I cau only do my duty 
in asking you. I have rlone my duty in 
making the reque:;t. 

THE Mo'l'OR BILL. 

THE PRESIDENT: I propose to adjourn 
the Council until Tue:;day next week. By 
that time we will be able to go on with 
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the Motol' Bill which Government and, I 
know, members of the public are anxious 
should be di8posed of. 

Mr. WOOLFORD : A Bill defeated can­
not be re-introduced in the same session. 
The question is whether this is the same 
i;ession or not. If the Council i� ad­
journed sine die it-±s possible to pl'O<::eed 
with the Bill, but I do not think you can 
adjourn until Tuesday and call it a new 
session. 

' a 

Tm, ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Mr. 
McDowell) : What hon. Members wanted 
to do was not to object. to the Bill 
altogeth0r but tn bt: it,;,;urcd that all the 

1·ecorumeudations of the Committee had 
been put in. 1'he oz·dinary · notice .is 
generally waived when the motion is for 
the Bill to be read the second time. 

:1.•m; PRESIDENT: I do uot think that 
1·,he fact that we adjourn sine die or fix a 
day next week makes any difference. We 
do uot start our new session until the 
Council i� prorogued. This is a meeting 
of the Council and not a session. To allay 
any doubt I will adjoum the Couucil sine 
die. 

Tlrn Council accordingly adjoumed 8ine 
(lie. 


