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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

T1,esclay, 28th November, 1989. 

The Council wet at 11 a.m., pursuant 
lo adjoumruent, His Excellency the Al.!t-

• ing Govcmol', Srn JoIIN ,v ADDINGTON,
K.C.M.G., O.B.E., Presideul, in lhe Chair.

PRESENT. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Mr. 

G. D. Owen, C.M .G.

The Hon. the ALtomey-Genernl Afr.
E. 0. Pretheroe, M .C.

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E., (Nominated
U nofticial :Member). 

The Ilou. J. S. Dash, Director ol Agri­
culture. 

The Hon. E. A. Luckhoo, O.B.E., 
(Eastern Berhice). 

The Ho11. E. G. Woolford, K.C., (New 
Amsterdam). 

The Ron. E. F. McDavid, M.B.E., 
Colonial Treasurer. 

The Hou. F. J. Se11.fol'd, O.B.E., 
(Georgetown North). 

The Ilon. 1\1. B. G . .Austiu, O.B.E., 
(Nowiuatecl Uno16cial l\lembe1·;. 

The Hou. \V. A. O'Audrade, Comptroller 
of Customs. 

The Hon. N. M. Maclennan, Director 
of Medical Services. 

'fhe Hou. G. 0. Case, Director of 
Public ,v orks n.11d Sea. Defences. 

The Hou. L. G. Crease, Direclol' of 
l!:duoation. 

The Hon. B. R. Wood, Consel'valo1· of 
Forest�. 

The Hon. \V. A. Macnie, Commissioner 
of Laboul' and Local Govcmruent, (Acting). 

The lion. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E. 
(Georgetown Central). 

The Hon. J. Eleaza1· (Berbice River). 

The lion. J. Gonsalves, O.B.E., (George­
town South). 

The Hon. J. I. De Aguiar (Centr&l 
Demeraro. ). 

The Hou. Jung Bahadur Singh, ( Dem 
eral'a-Esseq uebo ). 

. The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western
Berbice). 

The Hon, E. M. Walcott (Nominated 
U uofficial MembN·). 

The Hon. C. R. Jacob (No1·th Western 
District). 

The Hon. J. W. Jackson (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. F. A. Mackey (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. C. V. Wight (Western 
Es seq uebo ). 

MINUTES. 
Tho minutes of the meeting of the 

Council held on the 24th of November, 
1939, as printed and cfrculated, were con­
firmed. 

PAPER LAID. 
Tm COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr.

G. D. Owen) laid on the table the following
document:-

Defence (Rice Control) (Amendment) Regula­
tions, 1939, published in the Official Gazette 
(Extraordinary), dated 25th November, 1939. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

EBTIMATEB-19 iO.

The Council resolved itself into Com­
mittee and resumed conside1·ation of the 
Estimates of Expenditure to be defraved 
from Revenue during the year ending 31st 
December, 1910, which have been la.id on 
the table. 

MEDICAL 
Item 1 (10)--3 Health Officers ($3,120 

by $120 to $3,840,) $10,800. 

TaE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr. 
Owen): I move that the item be amended 
to read : " 2 Health Officers " and the 
amount carried out e.t $7,680. By mistake 
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three Health Officers were included on the 
Estimates. Government's intention was to 
include only two, 

Mr. ELEAZAR : I would like to enquire 
whether this is a new appointment, seeing 
that it is the fint time that the item 
appears on the Estimates. I would like to 
know whether the parties are already in 
the Service. 

Dr. MACLENNAN (Dfrector of Medi­
cal Services) : These appointments have 
been transfened from the Health Depart­
ment. They were approved in 1939 and 
were merely being transfened as the result 
of tho amalgamation of the Medical and 
Ilealth Departments. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Then the officers are 
already in the Service I 

Dr. MACLENNAN : The officers have 
not yet been appointed. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Health is first wealth 
to the iu<livi<lual as well as to the counti-y. 
I do think that health conditions in this 
country have stood up very well against 
everything I can think of, and I do not 
think, although these appointments have 
been approved in 1939, that this is the 
time to engage new officers at such high 
salaries. There are more serious things in 
the country that need attention now than 
the health of the countrv. Malnutrition 
has been discovered, and it ·does not require 
new officers to discover that. If.the people 
are given employment and paid a wage suffi­
cient for them to maintain themselves, they 
would provide nutriment for their bodies. 
The appointment of officers is not going to 
improve the health of the country one whit 
from where it is at the present time, and 
this money can be better used somewhere 
else than for bringing strangers into the 
country. I have not the �lightest doubt in 
my mind that as soon as this item is passed 
by this Council you are going to have two 
more birds of passage-present company 
excepted-coming in. When are you going 
to put a period to this ceaseless flight of 
birds of passage and very often birds of 
prC'y. The thing is a monstrosity. Every 
penny they earn and take out of the country 
leaves it the poorer. I do not know what 
they do to warrant getting these large sal­
aries, but whatever they have to invest 
they do so outside the Colony, and when 

the time comes for pension they get it and 
go and live elsewhere. 

Government cannot tell us that men can­
not be found in this Colony for these jobs. 
Government is bringing these people to 
work here while our young men are in 
need of employment and cannot get it. • 
If the employment is approved why have 
the appointments not yet been made ? It 
has not been done though the men are 
here to be had, and it will not be done 
until we have passed the Estimates and 
our hands are tied. We will then be told 
that this is a Crown Colonv and we must 
just put up with it and shut up. I do not 
think this is the time to embark upon 
this scheme. Government is only finding 
work in the several Departments for people 
outside the Colony at large salal'ies. I 
,tm assuming that I am going to be 
told t)lat there is not a man in the 
Colony fit to do the job. But who is 
doing this work up to now? As soon as 
out· hands are tied the Secretat·y of State 
or somebody will make the appointment. 
l'erltaps the person may have been 
securo,1 only waiting for us to fix the 
money vote. It is all very well for the 
:-3ecretary of State 4,000 miles away to find 
employment for these people, but we have 
to find the money. If an officer is wanted 
fot· a particula1: Department and he is 
appointe 1, Government finds the money 
somewhere before you begin to think about 
it, but to come here and say it has been 
approyed and the appointment has not 
been made is not good enough. By whom 
is it approved-the people who want the 
appointments made and have someone 
earmarked for each appointment? Later 
on you are going to bring a supplementary 
estimate for the third officer and point 
out that you cannot go on without that 
other officer. I am going to move the 
deletion of this item. 

Mr. JACOB: I desire to support the 
remarks of the hon. Member who has just 
taken his seat. This Depal'tment has 
become too top-heavy of late. Looking at 
the details of expenditure in the Compara­
tive Statement under the separate heads of 
Colonial Estimates from 1930, I find that 
it was $134,804 in 1930, the actual expendi­
ture in 1938 was $147,145, the ap­
proved estimate for 1939 was $145,880, 
and the estimate for 1940 $169,663. 
From $134, 804 in 1930, it will be $169,663 
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in 1940. I am going to concede that 
certain it.ems from another Head have been 
brought unde1· this Head, though I really 
do not understand what is the reason for 
it. li the intention is to merge the two 
Departments, I think it should be done as 
a whole and not for just two items to he 
brought in and the balance left out. lion. 
Members are not scrutinizing and criticiz 
ing these items as they ought to 
do. We are paying large salaries all the 
time and health conditions in this Colony 
are not improving. I say so as a clefinite 
statement. If it is going to bo s11icl that 
from statistics health conditions a1·e better, 
I am going to urge further that if more 
care is taken by the Medical and other 
Departments the statistics would be better 
still. Most of the officers of this Depart­
ment, whose principal work is to adminis­
ter the law, simply read the regulations 
and say: " These are the regulations, and 
I am there to enforce them." "·hen an 
Ordinance is passed here and an assurance 
given to sec how it will work, the ofllcers 
who go to aclministe1· its provisions take no 
notice of Llutt assu1·ance ; they himply 
administer them to the lette1· ancl the 
assurances given in this Council arc prac­
tically worth nothing. I havP pcrson1il 
and practical experience in !,hat clirection. 

I believe that the work of this Dep:Lrt­
ment can be done by sanitary inspectors 1tt 
a lesse1· p11y than we are asked to pay now. 
These highly paid officers may be tLll ril(ht 
in their way but, in my opinion and that 
of a large number of people, theii- employ­
ment is not desirable at the prei;eut tiUJe 
owing to tho linanci,il position of the 
Colony. I do not know if our recom­
mendation is worth anything, but I think 
it should be recommended to the Secre­
tary of State that one officer only be 
appointed until the financial position of the 
Colony improves when another can bo 
appointed. I will not urge that the item 
be deleted altogether, but I recommentl 
that only one llealth Oflicer be appointed. 
I think the :Medical Department is suffi­
ciently sti-ong to do supervision work with­
out the help of another oflicer. U tlw,e 
highly paid oilicprs ,tre really to do wo1·k 
then we have to do other things. It is 11ot 
by having mol'C administrative oilicers that 
conditions in the Colony are going to im­
prove; other things have to be done. l 
cannot stress the point 1,oo slron,,ly that 
other than the employment of high �i{lario I 

officers has to be done in order to improve 
conditions. 

Dr. :::iL.�GH: Owing to the War it may 
be very diflicult to fill these vacancies in 
this Department. I have spen an advertise­
ment in the British .Me<lical Journal call­
ing for applicants for these vacancies, but 
up to now no appointment has been made. 
Right here in British Guiana you have 
a man fully qualified for the post, except 
that he lacks experience. The appointment 
calls for a man of experience. After this 
man h1t1l qualified it wasYery diilicult for him 
t,o �et itn acting appointment in the United 
Kingdom and he came out herP, feeling that 
if he i:; taken into the Government l::iervicc 
in due time he would get 1Lll the experience 
required. I am talking of what I do know. 
There was an officer appointccl in the 
Health Department who came to this coun­
try without any previous expel'ience. Sim­
ilar treatment may be meted out to this local 
miin, who not only has tho Public Health 
Diploma but various other qualifications 
and who is serving the Government already. 
Ru cit 1L man should be gi von an opportuuity 
to qualify with the assistance of the Senior 
Officers of the Department who have experi­
ence, and in time he would become a full­
fled_f{ed otlice1· capable of discharging duties 
in the Public Health Depa1·tment. 

Mr. '\'-'ALCOTT: I cannot unclerstand 
tlw 1·easoning of the laist. lhrel' speakers, 
with 1tl1 due deference Lo my hon. frimd, 
the .Member for Berbico Hirnr (Mr. 
Ele.tz1u·). I believe I have heard him say 
hero before that we should always try to 
introduce new blood. 

:Mr. ELEAZAR: You never could have 
heard me say that. 

l\Ir. WALCOTT : 'l'he hon. Member 
has said that in connection with 
agricultural appointments. lf it is 
11ecessa1·y to introduce new blood in 
respect of cattle and donkeys, surely it is 
ne-ccssary to introduce new blood in the 
case of human beings. All things being 
c•qual I am absolutely in fa,·our of giying 
tho local man the first opportunity, but we 
ham to think of other things and we have 
f,ot_ t� hri�g in ?ew ideas into thii, Colony.
I h.1s is "ar . time, antl we arl' sufft•ring
fr,,m :t glut of too much local idcai; anti 
noL t!nough oven,cu::; ideas. I am a crc•ole 
but I think, that at this pa1·Liculur time 
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when conditions may become very difficult 
for us a little later on in regard to health 
matters, we should bring into the Colony 
the ve1·y best that we mm get. 

I am "oing to support this item, and I 
am only '\oping that Government will 
go a little further later on not only in 
respect of the doctors but also health 
visitors for the countrv districts of the 
Colony. It seems almos't impossible that 
the Mayor and Town Council of George­
town should be a long way ahead of the 
Government in providing health visitors 
for public health work. I do appeal to my 
old friend, the hon. Member for Bcrbice 
River, to withdraw his opposition. 

Mr. LUCKHOO : This item appeared 
on the Estimates last year and, I think, 
the previous years, and one of the appoint­
ments was ast:1igned to the County of Ber­
bice. At one time we bad a Government 
Medical Officer of Health in New Amster­
dam whose services were available to the 
£own Council of New Amsterdam, and he 
had quite a large stretch of country to trnvel 
in order to carry out bis duties under the 
Public Health Ordinance. I do not think 
there can be any difference of opinion on 
this point. There is great need for an 
oflicer who is properly qualified to direct 
operations particularly in the country <lis · 
tricts. The health of the community 
means so much to the general economic 
life of the Colony, as such diseases as 
Tuberculosh, etc detract from that virility 
which underlies the growth and prosperity 
of any country. I have always advocated 
and supported tho appointment of these 
health officers, because I think a great 
deal of use c0,n be made of them, parl,icu­
larly in the country districts where they 
m0,y be helpful to the health visitors and 
the general population in giving them in­
structions on general health matters. 

Some time ago I pleaded for the people 
in the country districts with respect to 
Health Shows. I thought it was very 
necessary that such efforts should not be 
confined to Georgetown and New Amster­
dam only, but that there should be wider 
scope for the activities of the Public Health 
Department iu going about the country 
districbi, lecturing to the people and advis­
in" them on health matters. As far as I 
un1erstaud, certain rurnl health centres 
can be esta.blished, and these health 

officers will be of very great use in that 
direction in getting all the sanitary inspec­
tors, health workers and the general 
public to meet them there 011 certain days 
and be advised 011 certain essential hea.Uh 
matters. 

With respect to the appointment, it is 
for Government to decide whether we 

have a person in this Colony with the 
necessary qualification to fill it. If there 
is such a mun, then I think prior claim 
should be given to him. If on the other 
hand there is none qua,lified to fill the 
position, then I take it, it ii; necessary to go 
outside and make the appointment. Scienti­
fic discoveries are making great progress 
at the present time, and I think- we should 
do everything to encourage scientific men 
to come into the Colony and assist us with 
our health matters. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I am sure I have often 
heard the hon. Membe1· for Berbice River 
saying in this Council: " Prevention is bet­
ter than cure." I believe, and he will agree, 
that it we can prevent illness or sickness 
in this Colony it is very much better than 
curing it. I feel too that if we have suffi­
cient health officers, who are not going to 
be stationed in town but will be moving 
a bout the country districts-meeting the 
people and teMhing them sanitary and 
other health measures-the health of the 
country as a whole would improve very 
greatly, and that the money we spend on 
such measures would come back after a 
few yeart:1 in the form of less people in the 
hospitals and less people to be treated by 
Government for illness than at the present 
time. I think further that this is rather an 
unfortunate time to curtail expenditure on 
any sanitary meatmres, when we have in­
stitutions like the "Rockefeller " coming 
horn and spending large sums of money 
on Malaria Research \V ork und the Yellow 
Fever Campaign with this object in 
view. I would not like it to go for­
ward that we refuse to spend money on our 
health problems, when they are spending 
large sums to help us out of our difficulties 
in that direction. 

I am not in a position to say whether 
there is a local man capable of filling the 
post. If we have people in the Colony who 
can do so, I am in fav�ur of appoint,ing 
them. As we are const1tuted, we should 
get the best men for the money we offer. 
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We know that at times we all like to help 
people whom we know and among whom 
we live, but if they have not got the neces-

. sary experience, I think, it is a waste of
money to ask them to carry out the duties 
of a post which they are not in a position 
to fill.

}k. JACKSON: I rise to express my 
regret that Government has nob found it 
possible to proceed with the vote without 
the amendment moved by the hon. Colonial 
Secretary. There is nothing which cries 
out more for attention thau the medical 
impection of school children, and I regret 
very much that owing to the War it has 
not been found possible to have three 
instead of two Health Officers, so that the 
School Health Officer might be brought in. 
For years those of us, who have had to do 
with the education of children in the Schools, 
have been crying out for free medical 
inspection and treatment of school children. 
There is no doubt it would be a very great 
investment, if Government were in a posi­
tion to ha vo the School Heal th O f.l:icer instead 
of asking that one of the three :ippointments 
proposed here should be struck off. There 
is no denying the fact that any money spent 
on improving health conditions in the 
Colony would be money well spent, and I

support with all my heart the vote for the 
two Health Officers, not without expressing 
my regret that Government has not had the 
temerity to ask for three officers instead 
of two. I hope Government would bear in 
mind that the necessity for free medical 
inspection and treatment of school children 
still exists, and as soon as possible oppor­
tunity would be taken to appoint a Health 
Officer for that purpose. 

I will not address myself as to who 
may or may not be appointed. I feel that 
Government should do its very best in the 
matter. If there are local men with 
experience, I say, by all means Government 
should give preference to the local man in 
making the appointment. I am, however, 
more concerned with the appointment of 
these health officers for the benefit of the 
Colony generally. I am quite sure that 
Government would be creating a very gL·eat 
asset if these health officers were appointed. 

Mr. DIAS: This suLject luis been treated 
Ly the hon. Members, who have opposed 
it,as if it is a new item introduced by Gov­
ernment into the Estimates for the first 

time. As they will recollect, that is not 
the case. It is an old item which has 
existed for a long period, and the posts 
have been filled from time to time by 
gentlemen who have left the Colony on 
promotion elsewhere. This is merely the 
desire expressed by Government in the 
Estimates to refill those oflices. If that is 
correct, then I fancy that the objection to 
the passing of.tho item is based on grounds 
other than those adduced by those who 
have opposed it. One hon. Member gave 
as a reason for opposition, that the health 
of the community has improved and there­
fore we do not want the ofth:ers. Another 
hon. Member said the he,ilth of the com­
munity has deteriorated aml therefore it is 
no good having tho officers. Then a third 
hon. Member said that on account of the 
\Yar it is difficult to get suitable candidates 
from abroad to fill the posts. There rs 
contradiction in the opposition by indivi­
dual Members, but I do recall and remind 
the Council that I had heard from some oi 
the hon. Members, who have spoken in 
opposition to the item, a chunour on be­
half of their respective con8tituencies for 
tho services of one of these officers in the 
division represented by them, and that was 
at a time when we had three Health 
Officers. In support of their contention 
they always pointed to defects which 
required attention and which should be 
remedied. That was done more than once
on behalf of New Amsterdam and the 
County of Berbice and also on behalf of 
Essequebo The idea, as fa1· I recollect, 
in having three of these oflicers was that 
each County should be furnished with one. 
If that is so, it seems to me that the 
opposition should fall to the ground. The 
only ground which can be urged, perhaps, 
for not carrying this measUl'e through is 
that of economy. Even if you are going to 
consider that point, you have got to con­
sider alongside of it whether it is advis­
able on the score of economy to incur the 
ri1:1k of affecting the health of the com­
munity by saving the money involved. 
Hon. Members will see, that it would be a 
very great error to fall into if that was 
done, because the world recognizes today 
that preventive measures are far better 
than curative ones. I do hope that hon. 
Members will allow the itew, which has 
bcon useful in the past, to continue and to 
produce more u�eful resull8. 

Mr. JA.UOB: I think, there is a bit 0£ 
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misunderstanding in this matter, 11,nd I 
have no doubt that those who oppose the 
vote will reconsider it in the light of 
deleting the item by one oilicer only. I 
have stated that the expenditure on this 
Department has grown considerably and 
that health conditions have not improved. 
I have a note under another Head about 
cremation. I would like to be advised 
whether Government has given uny con­
sideration to the question of cremation, 
and whether any recommendations have 
been made with regard to the disposal 
of the dead by methods other than 
the way in which it is being done at the 
present time. In the country districts 
which a.re always flooded out it is very 
difficult for burials to take place at some 
times, and as the result of such burials and 
flooded conditions the water service 
becomes polluted. Representations have 
been made to this Government during the 
last ten years and also forceful representa­
tion was made to the Royal Commission 
about cremation. While there is no definite 
law against it in this Colony, we know that 
people arc prevented from cremating their 
dead or disposing of their dead in the way 
it is done in all modern places. 'l'hat is one 
instance I may give to show that the Health 
Department has failed to act in the inter­
est of all concerned and of health condi­
tions generally. 

I am not objecting to the appointment 
of Health Officers, but I am submitting 
that one officer is quite sufficient at the 
present time. Another hon. Member 
brought up the quesci.on of the prevention 
of Tuberculosis, and I would particularly 
like to refer him to item 9 which has been 
passed without objection. We are, how­
ever, objecting to item 10 because, as I 
have already said, we have to do other 
things first before making such appoint­
ments. In this Colony we are always 
being told that officers will do wonders, 
but the real practical work is hardly ever 
done by them. 

Mr. GONSALVES: I think there should 
be no objection to this item, when one 
bears in mind that it is in effect carr)0ing out 
a. recommendation of the Medical Reorgan­
isation Committee. That Committee recom­
mended the supplementing of that particular
service by two officers and this item, as I sec
it, is fo1· the purpose of carrying out that
recommendation. I had intended on Friday

afternoon last to ask whether the ap­
pointment of the Health Officer (Tuber 
culosisl means that officer will be doing 
exclusively Tuberculosis work. The item 
slipped through before I could have done 
so, but I think I can ask it under this item. 
If the officer cannot do exclm;ively 
Tuberculosis work, then at least the 
greater part of his time should be taken 
up in that work. 'l'hat makes the necel:!­
sity for the appointment of the two 
Health Officers proposed in the item we are 
now discussing. There can be no doubt that 
the area which has to be covered by the 
present health officers is far too great, and 
it is impossible to get satisfactory wo1·k 
done ; therefore anything that can be done 
in regard to inc1·easing the staff will be 
beneficial to the public health work of this 
country. The point made by one hon. 
Member with regard to school inspection 
is a very good one and, I think, it is time 
that Government take the matter up 
seriously. If these two Health Officers are 
appointed they should be expected to include 
in their duties school inspection, which iti 
very essential in public hea.lth. I think it 
is a matter which should be given some 
attention. 

With regard to the question of appoint­
ments, I think that when these appoint­
ments a1·e being considered some regard 
should be paid to the claims of local men 
who are qualified. Unless that is done, it 
would seem to be very unfail' to have 
remarks made that local men are not 
appointed because they have not the quali­
fication necessa1·y for appointment. The 
qualified local man-whether ret.ident 
in the Colony or not-should be given first 
consideration. After all, the man who has 
left here and gone abroad and qualified at 
the expense of his parents in the Colony 
should in all fairness be given an appoint­
ment. As regards experience, I do not 
think that any man who is appointed, 
whether he is a local man or otherwise, will 
be a person who has just come from school 
to take up the duties here, but will be one 
who has done some pr·actical work either in 
England or here. It is said that there is a 
local man who has got the qualification for 
the post of Health Officer and who, it will be 
found, has done some sort of public health 
work in this Colony. I Jo not know who 
is the particular officer referred to, but I 
know of such local men who hold the Pub­
lic Ilealth Diploma and have practised in 
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this Colony. I know one or two who have 
acted on occasions for the Medical Officer 
of Health of the City of Georgetown. If

reference is made to any of these men, 
it cannot be said that they have no inside 
knowledge of the work. I agree with the 
plea put up in connection with the appoint­
ment of the local man who holds the dip­
loma, whether he is resident in the Colony 
or in England, that he should be given first 
considerntion for appointment. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
would like to remind the hon. Membet· for 
Berbice River of something which should 
make him withdraw his opposition, other­
wise I do not know how he would face the 
New Am!!terdam Town Council at its nex:t 
meeting. During the early part of this 
year, Government received a protest from 
the New Amsterdam Town Council against 
the removal of the Health Officer from 
New Amsterdam and was asked to send 
back one as soon as possible, if not imme­
diately. I hope the hon. Member in view 
of that reminder will withdraw his 
opposition. 

M1·. C. V. WIGHT: I desire only to 
ask that first consideration be given, as 
I know Government will do, to the local 
man in making the appointment. If one 
looks at certain districts of the Colony one 
cannot agree that all is well in regard to 
health measures. For example, the dis­
trict which I represent happens to have 
two Medical Officers who have to travel 
over a considerable area, and one of these 
officers do what little public health work 
is done in the district. What seems to be 
overburdening is that oftice1· has to travel 
from 8uddie to Charity and back within a 
day. I say without fear of contradiction 
that it is impossible for that officer to do 
his duty if he meets with several calls on 
the way, and at the same time attend 
to public health matters. It is humanly 
impossible for him without some assistance 
to do the inhabitants of that district 
justice. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: All I have heard has 
simply left me cold. Apart from anything 
else I depl0t·e the shortsightedness and 
short memory of hon. Members of this 
Council. It was only in 1934- the G ovcrn­
ment stood up and fought like Trojlllls to 
make a separate Health Department and to 
take it away from the aegis of the Medical 

Department. At that time I said it was 
only a ramp in the inwrest of a particulat· 
officer. The Departments were separated 
and the officer appointed. No sooner was 
that done than New Amsterdam which for 
130 years did not want a Health Office1· 
must have one too. Certain people of 
whom I have never heard before came and 
beseeched the pt·incipal Medical Officer in 
those days for it, and even ladies joined in 
support of it. That officer was a,ppointed 
for the town and he remained in New 
Amsterdam twiddling his thumbs. Dr. 
Pottinger 1:1tated openly that he thought 
there would have been work for him to do 
but there was none. After six: months he 
was removed to Georgetown and was never 
seen in New Amsterdam again. Hon. 
Members of this Council were asked to 
appoint a successor to Dr. Pottinger in New 
Amsterdam. Dr. Sneath succeeded him 
and he, too, remained for about six months 
during which time he had very little to do. 
I fail to see how the post is an absolute 
necessity to New Amsterdam when you 
had two officers paying them this mon­
strous sum, who only spent about twelve 
months altogether in New Amsterdam with­
in a pe1·iod of five years. I cannot see the 
absolute necessity for the appointment, and 
that the position is such tlmt the post can­
not be done without. 

As regards these appointments, one hon. 
Member, who is interested in that kind of 
thing, disclosed that an advertisement was 
put in the British Medical Journal-I did 
not read the advertisement and it can 
hardly be ex:pected that I would-and the 
condition " European Preferred " was 
mentioned in relation to the post. Certainly 
that does not apply to those people here, 
who are Creoles but would like to be called 
"Europeans" while others would not have 
them to be called that way. It does not 
apply to anybody from this Colony. Dr. 
Pottinger told us be thought them• was no 
qualified man in this Colony as the adver­
tisement went a-begging for two years. It 
was because only a European was wanted. 
One hon. Member spoke of improved health 
conditions in Georgetown, but the Chief 
Medical Officer of Health in Georgetown 
is a Creole. IIow does that stand against 
the argument that you must get people 
from outside because they have experience? 
Where do they get their experience from ? 
My recollection is that Government, at a 
time when it thought it suited its purpose 
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to havo" Eurnpean Pt·cferred," had estab­
lished the principle that, no appointre 
would be considered unless he had thr 
Diploma of Public Health and even made 
us pay money here for men in t,ho Service 
to go and qualify, but I have lived as a 
Member of this Conncil to see several moo 
appointed who ha.cl no such degree. It had 
suited Government to do so because that 
principle gave too much chance to the 
local man. I would like to ask Goyern­
ment even at this present moment while 
this advertisement is going a-begging in 
England, whether thorn is no man known 
to Government in the Service who is 
properly qualified and can do this job ? 
'fhose am thing:, one knows anti there can 
be onlv one wav to look at it, and that il:l 
Gover�ment is· making appointments for 
people from abroad. Am I to understand 
there is not a Hinglr individual in the 
Colony now with all the qualificiitions 
necessary, why no appointment is made? 
I cannot accept that, wlwn I know that 
this is the deliberate act of somrbodv or 
other to get somebody or other from out­
side to come in here. " European Pre­
ferred" can havt> no application to the men 
of British Guiana. I do not want to 
trespa,;s upon the motion to hP moved by 
tlw hon. Member for Demt•nu·a-Essequeho 
(Dr. Singh). There is no doubt, about it, 
that the only opportunity for the local 
man is at home, becausP opportuuitiPs are 
absolutely glutted outside and the only 
field for appointment open to him i� in this 
Colony. 

As regards the Medical He-organisation 
Committee's recommend:ition about :t thil'cl 
oflicer, the hon. )lemlwl' who ma le that 
remark, I am sure, forgot the controversy 
which took place in this Council bPcausP 
tho person who had proposed llw Com­
mittee to Gon•rnmPnt wa-; nPver appointed 
on that Committt>c. ,vhat can .vou t>xprct 
from such a Uommil,tce? .A CommiLLee 
made in that way-composed of those who 
Govemment wa.nterl to have on it and those 
who Oove1·nment did not want on it wp1•e 
kept, oulr-canno(, be taken as a criterion. 
They lalk about experiencr. Where the 
men from abroad g<'t their C'xp<•rience 
from? Huch a man comini; to British 
Guiana will luwe the academic qualifica­
tions but no knowledge of lot:!d concli­
tiom;. You get an officer from Little 
England (Barba�los) coming here and ask 
ing the East Iudmn farmer why he does not 

reap that grass (referring to tho man's grow­
ing rice field). That otHcer was employed 
by Government because he had oxpPrienco 
n.s a great agriculturist and was brought
here to teach the benighted East Indian
and NPgro people agriculture. We bring
them here to the detriment of our local
men and Ray they are experienced. ,vhere
do they get the experience from ? Ex­
perience is a very wide l,erm. Somr men
live for threr-score years and ten without
any experience, and othet·s live for thirty
years and manage to get experience all the
way.

The que!'ltion to-clay is whether Gover:p 
ment £eels Lhitl, our health conditions ate 
so bad that if we do not get these oflicers 
we would not live for another dav? I 
cannot conceive of Government ;aying 
that, h:.wing t·egard to the fact that wo 
haw 11C'en doing without them all the time. 
The next thing, which I cannot forget imtl 
may mention for the benefit of the hon. 
Director of Mcclica.l �ervices, is that in 
the old clays <'verv Medical Oilicer in a 
clistrict w�s n•sponsible for the health of. 
his district. As soon as this Department 
came into voguf' or a little before, ::fanitary 
Inspectors were put in the districts, all(l 
the )Ie,lical Officers had nothing more to do 
with the work. The Medical Ollicers 
complain o,•er and over that they go into 
llistrict8 and do not see the Sanitary 
Inspector�. It i,-, not because the Govern 
ment Medical OJlicers have no experience 
of public health work in tho districts that 
the work was taken out of thPil' himds, but 
in or<ler to make room for other people to 
be employrcl. The Government Medical 
Ofliters 1\l'P i.Lill there, and the Sanitary 
Inspectors arf' still there, but you want 
morP l\ledicnl Officer$ of Health. Hon. 
.Members of thiH Council have gone out of 
their way to tell us of the utility of the 
Go,·prnmrnt )Ie·lical Otlict>r of IIealU1. 
.Ko one tlouhls Lhnt. That is why we have 
Dr. Wishart in Georgetown. I do not 
1..'!low, however, if we go on incrensing the 
numhPr of them it would makp things 
better. If anything is required in that 
dirf'ction, Lheu we should get moro 
Hnnitnry Insp<'ctors to go inlo the dis­
tricts. ,v e do not want, 20 Medical 
Otl:ice1·s of Ifo1ilth and 10 Sanitary In­
spectors. I do not for a moment ·agree 
with that. 

The hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Dirui, 
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like myself, is becoming an old man and his 
system of legal logic is getting very weak 
and bad. He used some legal logic there 
that if so and so is correct it naturally 
follows that it is correct, but if it is not 
correct it naturally follows that it is 
incorrect. As a matter of fact he was not 
correct when he said that the Medical Offi­
cers of Health were put on the Estimates be­
cause the people bad clamoured for the 
appointment. The hon. Nominated Member, 
Mr. Jackson, made a little/aux pas when 
he confused the quarantine work of the 
Medical Officer of Health with the in­
�etion of school children by Medical 
'1"'£ers. Government had found it neces­
sary to do away with the inspection of 
school children and I myself was alarmed 
at it; but you are piling on officers here 
who are not necessary. It seems to me 
that with the support Government is get­
ting this item will go through, but for all 
that I am not going to withdraw my 
opposition to it. I move its deletion be­
cause there is no necessity for it. From 
1934 to the present time there have been 
only two such officers in New Amsterdam, 
and they only served together twelve 
months in the place. Is tl1at such a 
necessity? A man can only believe that, 
because he wants to believe it. Unfortu­
nately I cannot believe that at all; it does 
not worth the b1·eath which expressed it 
or the paper on which it is written. I

remember I said in this place that we in 
New Amsterdam know exactly what health 
measures we require for the town, but we 
have not tho money to carry them out. 
Government a,cceded to our request as it 
tended to assist us, and a large amount 
,l;ias boon spent in New Amsterdam to 
assist us with our drainage. We did noh 
need Sanitary Officers to tell us what we 
wanted. 

When items are put on the Estimates 
they are put there to be carried, but as long 
as this item is there I will protest against 
it and tell the wodd that after all we have 
a Crown Colonv Governmeut and when 
Gorernment say� you are dead, you are as 
dead as a door nail. (laughter). In this in­
stance that is what I conceiYe Government 
is going to do. Government and its suppor­
ters want these men, for what reason I can­
not tell. We do not want anybody from Eng­
land, because we do not know w1mt was men­
tioned in the British Medical Journal in 
respect of the appointment. This could be 

explained if the condition " European pre­
ferred" was not in the ad,·ertisement. 
Government actually has men in this 
Colony and has actually gone to the trouble 
of paying for those men to get this particu­
la.r qualification, but Government is now 
discarding all that and sending outside to 
get two other men for appointment. Gov­
ernment is doing that not necesaarily in 
the interest of the health of the Colony but 
rnther to find employment for people out­
side the Colony. 

Dr. MACLENNAN: Your Excellency, 
I am indeed surprised to hear there is 
opposition to the appointment of Public 
Health Officers in this country. I tenta­
tively suggested at this Session (1938), 
when I had only been in the Colony for a 
short time and had not been able to make 
a study of the Colony's Budget, that this 
Colony had been concentrating in the past 
on the curative side of medicine in prefer­
ence to the preventive side. That is 
very obvious to anyone after studying the 

· stiitistics and comparing what is spent on
public health work with what is spent on
medical work. It is very difticnlt indeed
to assess where health work begins and
medical work ends. The two are merged
into one another. In working out the
figures for the Royal Commission I think
I established the fact that only 12 per
cent. of the total Medica.l Budget was spent
on preventive measures. This, in my
opinion, is de.finitely false economy. This
Colony wants a progrossiye henlth pro­
grwnme absolutely of its own, and unless
we do that we will never get any further
in public health impt·o11cment. V-.T e will
have to keep on adding to our hospitals
o.ncl keeping them f.ull. This is false
economy in the long run, o.nd has been
proved in other countries where progres­
sive health programmes hiLvo been carried
out.

I frankly admit that this Budget fo1·
19-!0 is definitely disappointing. We can­
not help that. I had hoped this year to 
put into operation a public health pro­
gramme for the Colony to cover a period 
of years. I had anticipated introducincr 
it in the 1940 Estimates, and had hoped 
that we could have started some of the 
more. essential public health �ervices in a 
minor way and gradually addod to them a1:1 
the years went on. 1 refer to School 
Medi�al work, Infant ·welfare work, the 
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establishment of Rural Health Centres, 
and more intimate contact between the 
people of Lhe country and tho Medical 
staff'. "\Ve have had to cut our losses on 
account of the "\Yar, but we do hope 
eveut1mlly to be able to do something a. 
little better when these difficult times arc 
over. During the past year lhc Depart­
ment has been definite! v unclerstafl'ecl, 
and I am ttfraid that oii'1· health work 
in the cliHtricts has not been carried 
out in the way I would like to have 
seen it done. It will be realized that 
Sanitary Inspectors in rural areas cannot 
do justice Lo Lheir work unless there are 
Ilea.1th Oflicers to supervise them. What 
Lhis Colony requires is a HealLh Ollicer in 
each of the nrnin provinces-one for 
Demerara, one for Berbice, and one for 
Essequebo. I do feel that Sanitary In­
spectors, left alone without the possibility 
of consulting Health Officers and being at 
some distance from headquarters, are not 
really given a fair chance. I am sorry 
we are not able to make gre,tter contact 
between headquarters and the sanitary 
areas, but Lhe Department is definitely 
understaffed on the public health side of 
its activities. 

I would like to mention that during the 
past year we have made some progress, 
and I would like to refer particulal'ly to 
the considerable improvement made in 
housing on tho estates. The Sugar Pro­
ducer's Association met the Ct>ntrnl Board 
of Health and agreed to a programme of 
housing on a long range policy. The old 
ranges which are insanitary will all 
eventually disappear and a now and sani­
tary type take their place, which the 
members of the Roval Commission pro­
posed when they were here. 

Relati,,e to the remarks of rnrious hon. 
:Members, I would like to point out that the 
hon. Member for BcrbiceRiver(Mr. Elrazar) 
is 11, member of the Central Board of Henlth 
and he has not this year been able to 
attend 11.ny of the meetings. I realize how 
difficult it is for him to attend the meet­
ings as they a1·e held on days when it is 
not conwnient for him to attend. If he 
had attended the meetings or probably 
read some of the minutes of the meetings, 
he would have realized what really good 
work that Board rlid during lhr year and 
"hat an enormous amount of work that 
l oar J has to do. I think the hon. l\1em-

her for Central Demerara (l\Ir. De Aguiar) 
and lhe hon. Nominated :Member on mv 
left (Mr. Austin) will agrre with me oi1 
th,tL point. "\Ye cannot carry on with the 
staff we have. I can tell this Council that 
if I can got good Ilealth Oilicers to back 
mr up provincially, I can promise this 
Colony that we will hy means of contact 
with the rural population do a great deal 
of work. You do not require a large 
amount of money for public health work, 
since the ordinary health routine work is 
merely the cducat,ion of the public, and as 
the hon. l\Iember fo1· Eastern Berbiee (Mr. 
Luckhoo) pointed out last year and this year, 
intimate contact with the public is a great 
essential. The essentials tire good fi rsL 
class officers. I guanintce that if we get a 
good staff Lhis counfry will show great 
improvement in health matters. 

I would like to refer to the establishment 
of Rlll'al Health Centres which comes under 
the Ilead "Public "T orks-Eirtraordinary". 
These centres are really to provide that 
intimnte contact with the public in the 
rural areas. \Ve are merrly asking for 
four, but I should think that this Colony 
will probably require anything between 12 
and 20. Each health centre will provide a 
permanent health rendezvous where the 
llealth Officer will meet the public for 
clinical work, and educational health work 
will also be undertaken. I do feel that in 
the districts there is no suitable meeting 
place. The Infant Welfare and Maternity 
League is carrying on good work but ha1:1 
to hold its clinics in schoolrnoms, offices, 
and all sorts of inconvenient places. It 
ought to have definite premises of its own 
where the public can attend and discuss 
health matters with the Health Officers, 
where the children can go and there is 
someone to take an interest in them. It is 
proposed that the Sanitary Inspector of 
the district should have an office for him­
self for a certain period of the day, when 
people could go there with complaints and 
have them settled. The Health Officer 
will also attend there on certain days of the 
week. I feel that if we can secure such 
contact with the public we can really 
improve health matters very considerably. 

I would like to make mention of the 
Nutrition Survey, which hns been carried 
out during Lhe year and is still going on. 
I think one hon. Member refened to the 
question of nutrition. Akeady from the 
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valuable data available we have been able 
to improve the diets in the various mPdical 
institutions, and we hope to do so in the 
Prisons and at the Onderneemiug �chool. 
I regret very much that we haYe not been 
able to introduce in out· Budget for 1940 
some set·vice for the Aboriginal Indians of 
this Colony. This is a feature that we 
have definitely neglected. I would luwe 
done so, had it not been that the Chairman 
of the Royal Commission had commented 
on the subject of medical work among the 
Aboriginal Indians, but l shall wait until 
the 1·eport of the Royal Commission comes 
out. I feel we ought to do something for 
these people. My latest infor·mation is 
that the death rate is high and that 
certain diseases have been introduced 
which they harl not before, and it is possi­
ble that their numbers will decline. I do 
hope that the Royal Commission will 
report favourably so that we can cany 
out 1:1ome work of a preventive nature. I 
actually discussed this question with 
members of the Royal Commission, and 
the impression I got is that probably some 
assistance will be forthcoming for this 
work outside of Colony funds. 

Despite tho disappointment about the 
1940 Budget there are two schemes to 
which I wish to refer ; one is the M:ilarhi 
Research Programme which I have insti­
tuted this year. This re1:1earch is one of 
our most important public health efforts. 
At the moment we know so little about the 
malarial problem in this Colony, that if 
we were given money to spend on anti­
malarial work we could not use it :idvan­
tageously. It is necessary to k-now where 
we stand and how to spend money on a,nti­
m1ilarial work. The programme we hn,ve 
is a $15,000 n, year programme for two 
years. Of that amount $5,000 annually is 
to be contributed by the Sugar Producet's' 
.Association, which I think is very gener­
ous of them, $5,000 annually by the Rocke­
feller Foundation and the other $5,000 
annually from the Colonial Development 
Fund. The other scheme is the Yellow 
Fever Progrnmme. I need not go into 
details in respect of that except to say this. 
I consider it of great importance among 
our problems-I do not want to alarm the 
people in any way-though we have been 
sitting back yery happily for years without 
a Yellow Fever epidemic the danger is 
definitely thorn. That is not only my 
opinion; but it is that of the experts. The 

International Bureau of Health, situated 
in Paris, know about it. The Colonial 
Ad\'isory Committee know all about it, 
and I conside1· that if at a time of financial 
stringency like this the Colonial Develop­
ment Committee advise a grant practically 
amounting to $50,000 annually for this 
work, it must be considered a serious mat­
ter. It is our public health problem No. 
1 at the moment. I hope hon. Membe1·s 
of the CoUI1cil and the people in the dis­
tricts will support this measure. If hon. 
Members would mention it in their 
constituancies and tell the people how 
important a work it is, I would be very 
grnteful indeed. 

I think, I have dealt with most of the 
remarks made by hon. Members already. 
The hon. Member for orth \Vestern Dis­
trict (Mr. Jacob) raised the quei;tion of 
cremation. In this Colony that question 
is a little difficult, but there is no objection 
to it provided it is done in a proper manner. 
It must be done along modern sanitary 
lines and approved by the Department. 
Government can have no objection if 
thitt is done, but it cannot allow indis­
criminate cremation in the villages. I 
must thank the hon. Nominated �embers, 
Mr. \Yalcott and Mr. Dias, and the 
hon. Members for Eastern Berbice and 
for Georgetown North for helping me in 
this debate. I do not need to refer to their 
rema1·ks in my reply. I regret I cannot 
help the hon. Mr. Jackson at the moment, 
but I would like to refer to the question of 
school medical inspection. This is a very 
special branch of public he1tlth work and 
to do it properly requires men with special 
tmiuing. I do feel that it is possible to 
secure an officer here to lram the work 
and to be able to do it well. I actually 
had in mind an otlicer to be placed in 
charge of that work after going through a 
course of tmining in Engla,nd or in Jamaica 
where excellent work is being done in that 
dirnction. The Rockefeller Foundation 
have offered a grant for an officer of that 
description to take tlle coursr, but unfor­
tunately we have to postpone it at the 
moment because of the fmancial situation. 

·with regard to the remarks of the hon.
Member for Georgetown South (Mr. 
Gonsalves) rehttive to item 9-" 1 Health 
Officer (Tuberculosis) "-we have not got 
to the stage to be able to afford a full time 
man for this work, and so the officer 
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appointed will have to carry on a certain 
amount of public health work in addition. 
I, however, feel he should devote a great 
deal more of his time to Tuberculosis 
work than he does at the present. There 
is no need to worry about that. ·with a 
strong T. B. Society and the additional 
value of thi.s officer Tuberculosis work in 
the Colony is receiving as much support as 
Government is able to give at the present. 

As regards health work in Essequebo 
referred to by one hon. Member, as I have 
stated, i.t is proposed to have a Health 
Officer in that county eventually. I agree 
with bis remarks that the ordinary Medi­
cal Officer in going around the ilistrict has 
not much time for public health work. I 
h!!,ve tried to get many Medical Officers to 
do public health work and they have been 
very willing and an..-tious to do it, but their 
time is not their own. It is at the dis­
i:,osal of the public doing general district 
work and they have no ti.me to <lo it and 
to supervise the work of the Sanitary 
Inspectors. 

On the question of the Diploma in 
Public Health, the fact that a man posses­
ses it is a necessary thing for the appoint­
ment, but fol' provincial Health Officers 
one requires men with some experience of 
health work as well. I <lo not care who he 
is, as long as he is a good, sound, practical 
man and has public health experience in 
this or any other country. I do want a 
man with one or two years' experience in 
the practical side of public health work 
before appointment. Public Health is a 
very special branch of medical work and 
requires men with special qualification and 
man with practical experience to do the 
work. I am sorry if I h,we omitted any 
of the points raised. I think I have fully 
covered most of them. 

Mr. Eleazar's amendment for the dele­
tion of the item was put, and not agreed 
to. 

The Colonial Secretary's amendment for 
tho reduction of the item was put, and 
agreed to. 

Item (11)-24 Medical Officers ($2,400 
by $-120 to $3,360), $77,034. 

Mr. JACOB: This item together with 
item 20-" District Surgeries-Salaries to 
Medical Practitioners, under contract 

$2,400 "-make a total payment to Medical 
Officers of $79,434'. I would just like to 
get 'an explanation as to whether these 
Medical Officers have the right to refuse 
to visit any patient, especially when re­
quested to do so and told that the fees 
would be paid. A case has been brought 
to my notice where the Government 
Medical Officer of a district refused after 
repeated requests to visit a patient. Repre­
sentation has been made to the hon. Direc­
tor of Medical Services and, I think, to 
the hon. Colonial Secretary in the matter. 
I do not know what has happened, but I 
saw a telegram despatched either to the 
hon. Colonial Secretary or the hon. Direc­
tor of Medical Services requesting that the 
G.M.O. be made to visit a patient. I would
like to be advised if a Government Medical
Officer who is receiving taxpayer's money
should refuse to visit a patient when asked
to do so.

Dr. MACLENNAN: Government Medi­
cal Officers are required to visit patients 
when called. The particular caso to which 
the hon. Member refers I really do not 
know the details of. It may possibly be 
that the officer was not able to make the 
visit or he was not at home at the time 
when called. The hon. Member rnay see 
me on another occasion and I will go into 
the case to which he refers. 

Mr. JACOB: I am very surprised that the 
hon. Director of Medical Services is not 
aware of the case to make a clear state­
ment here. I think it is necessary that 
officers of Government realize that they are 
servants of the taxpayers. I do not want 
to can the name of the officer, but I shall 
certainly refer the hon. Director of 
Medi.cal Services to the case. I would like 
to remind him that be has been written to 
about it. 

Dr. MACLENNAN : From time to 
time I have received complaints in which 
Government Medical Officers are said to 
have refused to visit patients, and that is 
why I do not know the particular case to 
which the hon. Member refers. I carry 
out investigation in these cases, and usually 
find that some mistake had arisen or there 
was some misapprehension on the part of 
the officer or of the patients themselves. 
In this particuhir case I would be glad if 
the hon. Member refers it to me personally 
so that I may enquire into it at some 
other time. 
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Dr. SINGH : I would like to ea.y some­
thing a.bout the manner in which the last 
appointment was made under this item. 
In my opinion that appointment was con­
trary to the recommendation of the 
Medical Re-organisation Committee which 
reads: 

The Committ
0

ee is of the opinion that in 
future no Medical Officer should be appointed 
to the Government Service unless the candi­
date is in possession of a diploma in Tropical 
Medicine and Hygiene, the certificate by itself 
not being a sufficient qualification under 
present conditions. 

An appointment was made this year ana, 
I think:, it was an injustice to the person 
who had been acting, and that is the 
reason why I have bt·ought it to the notice 
of Government and of hon. Members of 
this Council. "A," tho winner of a 
Guiana Scholarship, went to Edinburgh 
University where he qualified eventually 
as an M.B., Ch., B. He return� to British 
Guiana and makes application for an 
appointment in the Medical Service and is 
told that his chances would be much more 
favourable if he obtains a diploma in 
Tropical Medicin11 and Ilygiene. " A " 
goes back to the United Kingdom and 
qualifies not only by obtaining a diploma 
in Tropical Medicine and Ilygiene but also 
a diploma in Public' Health. Returning 
to the Colony he secured an acting 
appointment last year. Dr. "B" comes 
on the scene two ot· three months after 
and he also obtains an acti11g appointment. 
I a.m not quite sure that " B " is in 
possession of the D. T. M. & H. degree. 
I am not quite sure whether " Il " is a 
resident of this Colony, ot· had been born 
here but had been away for many years. 
Yet" B" has been appointed in preference 
to "A", a Guinna Scholar who has 
qualified. That is an injustice, and the 
whole medical profession is watching the 
matter. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: 1 do not think the 
hon. Member should have a lone hand in 
this matter, as it was one that exercised 
the mind of the public considerably, 
much more than might be known to hon. 
Members of this Council. No. 1, a doctor 
acting in a. certain institution of this 
Colony, was the first among four men who 
held acting appointment�. No. 2 has the 
same qualification as 11. doctor as !S' o. 1. 
No. 3 has a superior qualification to the 
other two, and No. 4 has the same quali-

fl.cation as the first two. I may mention 
en prr,ssant that Nos. l and 4 are of a 
particular nationality, and Nos. 2 and 3 are 
of another nationality. Two appoint­
ments were made, and Nos. 2 and 3 were 
left still acting. That does not sound like 
correct treatment. It savours of racial 
discrimination. That should uot be. You 
have the man in the middle who is third on 
the list with a, superior qualification to 
the other three but he has been skipped to 
take No. 4 of the same nationality and 
qualification as No. 1. That does not seem 
to be the correct thing to do, and it seems 
to be deliberate discrimination in favour 
of Nos. 1 and 4, if not to the individuals 
themselves to the members of the particu­
lar community to which they belong. 
That kind of thing cannot work in this 
cosmopolitan place of ours. It does not 
look like a fair field without favours. I 
am saying that these are facts which can­
not be disputed at all. 

The Committee adjourned for the 
luncheon recess until 2 p.m. 

2 p.m.-

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: J had thought that 
hon. Members who haye spoken would 
have made some suggestion which might 
have assisted somewhat in the attack which 
they made on the increasing cost of this 
Department. One appreciates the fact 
that there are certain contracts and cer 
ta.in obligations on the part of Government 
to these officers, therefore I am not sug­
gesting that they should be deprived of 
their just dues, but I would suggest that 
perhaps if the extra amounts received by 
these officers were commuted in some 
form or another and the fees were paid 
into the Treasury the instances mentioned 
by the hon. Member might be obviated. 

There is also under this head the ques­
tion of house and duty allowances, and if I 
may be permitted to refer to item (24), 
which deals with duty allowances, I would 
point out that those allowances are no 
doubt permanent to the _officers concerned 
and to the posts. The officers concerned, 
are very able men, and if they are entitled 
to this extra remuneration as duty allow­
ances, why not add tho amounts to their 
salR.ries? Of course I will be told that 
that would mean that the amounts would 
become penllionable. 
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With regal'd to the question of house 
allowances, why does Government confine 
an officer to a specific amount for house 
rent? \Yhy is it not incorporated in his 
salary? If Government wants to make an 
allowance for house rent it should be 
added to the oflicer's saliiry, leaving him 
free to pay what rent he likes. These are 
matters which a Committee should investi­
gate and make recommendations, and the 
anomalies would automatically disappear. 

TnE COLONIAL SECRET.ARY : The 
hon. Membe1· has lost sight of the fact

that a duty allowance is payable to the 
officer actually performing the duty. The 
same thing applies to a house allowance. 
It frequently happens that an officer, while 
holding a particular appointment, draws a 
house allowance, but he may be removed 
to a part of the Colony where there is a 
Government house which he can occupy. 
If that were not so he could carry with his 
salary a duty allowance 01· house allowance 
wherever he was transferred. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I do not suppose 
that applies to the Resident Surgeon ? 

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
assume that when the Resident i:lurgeon is 
not performing those duties, if he is on 
leave, the otlicer pet·forrning those duties 
draws a r!uty allowance. 

Dr. MACLENNAN: That is so. 

Item agreed to. 

Item (19)-2 Assistant Medical Officers 
($1,680) each, $3,360. 

TrIE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item be rcrluced to $2,520 
so as to provi<le the salary of ii new Assist­
ant Medical Oilicer for six months. It is 
extremely unlikely that one will be ap­
pointed before the middle of the year. 

Dr. MACLENNAN: I would like to 
explain about this proposed appointment. 
We all know that the Medical Superin­
tendent of the Leper Hospital will even­
tually have to retire, and it seems that the 
time.has come when we ought to be train­
ing one of our men here to fill that post 
when he retires, and also to fill the post 
when he is on leave or ill. It is a la1·ge 
and important hospital, ancl a very import­
imt and specialized branch of medicine 

which requires some special training. I 
do not think anybody would lie more 
capable of giving that training than tho 
Medical Superintendent himself, who is a 
man of international reputi.ition in his 
particular line. As the estimates wore 
not approved before May we think we could 
effect economy by me1·ely providing salary 
for an office1· for six months. I am 
definitely worried about the future of the 
Leprosy Hospital unless we have some 
body to succeed the Superintendent. 

Mr. JACOB: I take it that it is a 
permanent appointment. 

Dr. MACLENNAN: That is the case. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Am I to understand 
that we are going to have a permanent 
officer as an understudy to Dr. Rose? To 
whiit purpose? The unfoi-tunate people up 
there are never cured, and I do not see 
why Government should appoint an under­
study. What has been happening all the 
time Dr. Rose has been there? People 
leave the institution and say they al'e 
cured but they are not cured at all. They 
have to go back. 

'l'he CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member 
will !'Calizo that he is pitting his opinion 
against the results of tho best medic:d 
research in the worlrl. Does he realize 
that? 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Yes, sil', my experi­
ence is that a leper has neve1· been cured, 
and all attempts to make him so have been 
unsuccessful. 

Dr. STNGH: What is to become of the 
laboratol'y assistant after this appointment 
is made? 

Dr. MACLENNAN: The post of labora­
torv as�istant will be abolished when this 
appointment is made, because the new merli­
c,Ll otli.cor will be able to Cal'l'Y on the laborn­
tory work necessary. It is no use having two 
men doing it. The medical oflicer will be 
able to understudy Dr. Hose and do the 
necessal'y laboratory work. 

Mr. JACOB: I was wondering whether 
we would be told that the otlicer would be 
dismisser!, retired or sent somewhere else. 

Dr. MACLENNAN.: I Lhink that is 
already noted on tho Estimate. Tho officer 
will be retired and will be granted a pen-
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sion or gratuity. Ile is not far from the 
retiring age, I understand. 

'l'DE COLONIAL SECRETARY : If the 
hon. Member for Bet·bice Ilivcr tMr. 
Eleazar) said that patients arc not being 
cured at the Leprosy Hospital I cannot 
possibly allow thi1t statement to go unchal -
longed. I must invite the hon. Member to 
visit the hospital and see photographs taken 
of patients when they are admitted and 
when they leave. I was amazed whrn I 
was shown over the institution. A certain 
femi�le attendant was pointed out to me and 
I was asked to take notice of her when I 
passed. Dr. Rose then took me to his 
office and produced a photograph tnkeu 
wheu she was an inmate of the hospital. 
If you saw her condition when Khe entered 
the hospital and her present condition you 
would be amazed. 

Dr. MACLENNAN: I would refet· the 
hon. Member to the various reports of the 
Medical Department. Unfortuniitcly, I 
have not the figures here showing the num­
ber cured. It is really amazing. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I would like to 
know what service has this officer given 
and what is his present age? 

Dr. MACLENNAN: I must have notice 
of that question. 

THE CHAIRMAN : The oflicet· has two 
or three years to run before he would be 
pensioned in the ordinary course. The 
Director will obtain the exact information. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: If the officer 
has not yet reached the pensionable age I 
am asking that some consideration should 
be given him. According to my informa­
tion he is quite a young man, and it is 
very unfortunate that his post should be 
abolished. I think in the circumstances 
Government should see whether there is a 
vacancy in tmy other branch in which his 
services could be utilized, at least until he 
has reached the retiring age. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I wish to &1,y that for 
every one patient discharged as cured, as 
it is referred to, I have seen ten come out 
as cured and go back into the institution. 

Item as amended agreed to. 
Item 2-T1·an1:,pol't and Travelling-(a) 

Travelling allowances $5,000; (b) Subsis­
tence allowances, $1,280; (o) Transport of 
goods, $600-$6,880. 

Tm.: COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item be amended by reduc­
ing the amount for trayelling allowances 
from $5,000 to $4,58! and carrying out 
the tolal at $6,464. 

Item as amended a�reed to. 
Item !) --Fees for approved courses of 

study (Medical Officers), $240. 

'l'm COLO.J. IAL SECRETARY: I 
move the deletion of this item. It is not 
expected that any medical ollicer will be 
undergoing a course of study next year. 

Item deleted. 

It.em 13-Passages, $1,lc2. 

Tm COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item be rnuumbercd 13 
and the amount reduced to $768. 

Item as amended agreed to. 

BACTEIUOLOOICAL DEPAR'rMENT. 
Hem cl-2 Technici1l Assistants, 1 at 

($450 by $30 to $600) ttnd 1 at ($288 by 
$24 to $480), $762. 

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 
move tlmt this item be amended to read 
" 2 Technical Assistants, at ($288 by $24 
to $180), $672." Instead of havinrr one 
assistant on one grade and the other on 
another grnde they would be both on the 
same grade. 

.Mr. DE AGUIAR: May I enquire what 
has happened to the other assistant? 

TnE COLO ... IAL SECRETARY: It 
had been proposed to appoint one at $450 
to $600, but it was decided thitt they should 
remain at the existing scale. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I was under the 
impression that one assistant was on the 
higher scale and the new one was on the 
lower scale. \Yhat is wotTyina me is 
whether it is proposed to change the salary 
of the former assistant. 

TuE COLONIAL 8ECRE'l'AH, Y : Ou 
the estimates for 193!) the ite.n is shown 
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at $288 to $4-80, nnd that is the amend­
ment which I am now suggesting. 

THE CHAIRMAN : It is proposed to 
leave it exactly as it is at the present 
time. 

Mr. JACOB: I am wondering wheLher 
they are not being treated a little unfairly. 
An ordinary probationer joining the Ser­
vice without any technical qualification 
starts at $30 per month. I observe that 
in all of these Departments where a techni­
cal man is employed he begins at a lower 
salary than a probationer. I think there 
is something grossly wrong. Take the 
case of the man whose post is to be 
abolished. No doubt it will be said later 
on that Government cannot place him any­
where. I think the system is b1id. 
Technical people ought to be paid better 
than those with ordinary qualifications. 

Dr. MACLENNAN : There is some­
thing in what the hon. Member has said, 
but it mui;t be realized that in this par­
ticular branch of the Service we have no 
training school. The junior men in the 
laboratory are really learning their work 
in this lower grade. It is entirely different 
from dispenseril and sanitary inspectors 
who havo had several years' training before 
they are appointed. In this cm,e these 
assis�nts are actually learning the work 
and will have an opportunity of rising to 
the higher grades in the Service. My idea 
is eventually to have in each of the larger 
hospitals, and in all tho hospitals in the 
districts, one of these laboratory assist­
ants, and they will all be on the staff of 
this Department because !,hey are doing 
invaluable work. 

Item as amended agreed to. 

HOSPITALS AND DISPENSARIES. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I do not know whether 
Government imports its own medicines, 
but I know that there a1·0 some ailments 
which call for specific medicines. For 
instance, I understand that cases of anaemia. 
require a specific drng, a small bottle of 
which costs 20/- here, while I am informed 
by- a medical man that it only costs about 5/6 
in England. I woulrl like to know whether 
the Colony iij being well tserved in this 
respect. Perhu.ps it is on account of the 
Cubtoms duties that the cos� u: 1,:1i:-; 1mg 
is so high. Guvernweut tshoul I enquire 

into the matter in order to see what can 
be done to cheapen the cost of Lhe drug. 

Dr. MACLENNAN: Government pu1·­
chases all its drugs through the Crown 
Agents and not locally, except in special 
cases when we run sho1·t. I am unable to 
inform the hon. Member why this particu­
lar drug costs five times as much in this 
Colony as it does in England. In tho case 
of this pllrticular drug for anremilt and 
other similar drugs it is proposed to pass a 
Bill shortly in this Council to enable them 
to be introduced duty free. I hope that the 
Bill will shortly be introduced and that 
the price will be reduced. 

M. JACOB: I was particularly glad
when the Director said just now that 
dispensers and sanitary inspectors who 
have had special training were not like 
technical assistants in the Bacteriological 
Department. Looking closely into the 
estimates I find that there are 16 dis­
pensers, men who have been trained and 
have qualifications, but they are in no 
better position than those technical aseist­
ants. I understood that when l\1ajor 
Bain Gray investigated the question of 
unclassified officers no hardship would be 
meted out to officers who were already in 
the Service. In fact his investigations 
were intended to improve their positions, 
but actually they are suffering severnl dis­
advantages at the present time, and I 
hope I will be able to name them all just 
now. One disadvantage a dispenser suffers 
is that befo1·e Major Bain Grav's scheme 
came into operation his commen�ing salary 
was $30 to $40 per month within five 
years. To-d1iy the commencing salarv is 
$24 to $40 in nine years. J t is in.con­
ceivable to expect a dispenser, who acts 
as a Government medical officer in out­
lying districts and has to perform onerous 
and responsible duties involvin" life and 
limb, to be content with a salary of $50
per month. 0£ the 16 dispensers under 
item (8) one gets $100 per month, six get 
$80, five get $60 and four get $50 per 
month. 

That is not all the disadvantage they 
suffer. � have not been ,ipproached by 
any partteular one of these officers, hut in 
order to make out a clear case I should 
like to point out that the 1issist,mt dis-
1wnser at the New Amsterdam Hospital 
I do noL know tho indi,·idual; he has not 
appro1whed me-gets $24 poi· month, I 
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understand. He has had special training, 
and I do not think it is 1·easonable or fair 
that a dispenser in an institution like that 
should receive such a small salary. 
Another dispenser at the .Mental Hospital 
gets $30 per month. When these dis­
pensers are transferr11d from one place to 
another they have to rent houses and pay 
their travelling expenses. On the whole 
their condition is not at all satisfactory. 
The case of these dispensers is 1i ve1·y 
deserving one, and I propose to discmjs it 
later in more detail with the Directol'. I 
do urge that something be done immedi­
ately for those unfortunate people. 

Dr. MACLENNA:N": I agL"ee in numy 
ways with the various points rnised by the 
hon. Member. I do think this lowest 
grade of dispenser does not receive 
remuneration really in keeping with his 
training and his work. Government con­
sidered this year the re-grading of this 
group of dispensers, and had it not been 
for the war we would have made a now 
grade. I hope when bette1· times come 
that will be one of the first things I will 
recommend to Government. I would refer 
the hon. Member to the notes in ihe margiu. 
He will see that many of them receive 
house allowances, and 11 have free quar­
ters. They also receive fees as postal 
agents and vaccination officers, so that 
their position is not as bad as it appears 
by merely looking at their salaries. 

Mr. JACOB: I do not want to gen 
eralize. Tho moment you do that you do 
not make a point. If we particulariw we 
find that several men are suffering. It ii-, 
true that some of them rccei ve a hou�c 
allowance of ii few dollars, but when 
thoy are transferred from one place lo 
another they suffer some disadvnntuge. 
This questio;;_ has been rais<-'d here over 
and ove1· again. During the Bain G my 
investigation it was stated that their 
position would be improved. We are tolrl 
to-day that the wiu· has pre\"ented certain 
thin"s bein" done. I do not think it is 

O O • 
cl fair. They are giving valui1hle service an 

can be depended upon. Their services can 
he utilized to a greater extent, and I think 
their case should be investigalcrl promptly. 
,vc cannot expect a, dispenser in clmrg\' of 
a clistrict to live on $1 per <lay. 8omc of 
those men luwe wives ancl children. 

'fnE CllAIRMAN: If the hon. �h•111lwr 
would speak ou the specific cases with lhc 

Director he woulcl be only too glad to dis­
cuss them with him. On the genernl question 
I wish to say, in fairness to the Director, 
that these pai-ticular posts were the subject 
of representation by him this year for 
increases, but I felt it necessary to l t>cp 
them as they are, in the Sallie manuer 
us I <lid with seve1·al other cases put forward 
for increases. At this particular time 
when wu,1· is on Government has not been 
able to give consideration to increases in 
salaries to public servants. 'l'ho case was 
very stron_qly represented by the Director, 
and I think I ought to say so. Further 
consideration will be given tho m,iiter 
later. 

Dr. SI'N'GH: I am quite satisfied with 
the explanation which has been given. 

l\lr. ELEAZAR : I am quite satisfied 
and very much pleased to hear that it was 
the intention to raise the status of these 
men, but the decision arrived at by Gov­
ernment, that owing to the war it cannot 
bo done, is not logic1il. It is for tluit very 
n•ason why it ought to he clone, because 
the war has increased their expenses. 1 
hope Government will go into the matter 
soon and gi.e these men something more. 

Tm: CHAIRJ\JA:N" : It is not only these 
p08ts. There were seveml other posts 
which came undl!r considemtion in the 
same way. 

Jifr. C. V. WIGHT: 1 was rather pleased 
to hea1· the Director say that this matter 
was gi\'l'n consideration, and it gives 11w :ui 

opporlunity to 1·cfor to lit<' question of fees. 
Unfortunately I note that these amounti; 
ha vo not bef'n tot:illed so as to gi \'e hon. 
.l\lemhcrs some ide1L as to what theso emolu­
montll in the aggregate cost the Colony. 
1 tohilled up the first page which ltlUOUuted 
to $10,000 roughly, and there am about ;H, 
pages. It w·ould ii.ppear that these emolu: 
ruents amount to something in the Yicinity 
of $-!t>,000, which seems rathe1· a consider­
able sum, and that is why 1 suggested that 
some com,ideration might be given to the 
re-arrangement of these scales. 

'l'u1, COLOXIAL 8ECHETAHY: Oov­
t'rt1mP11t would he mislt•ading hon. Mem­
bers if the totals were inse1-tcd, because all 
thrsl' amounts do not come out of the 
'l'1•pnsu1·y, as I think Ow hou, .Member is 
aware. l'cl'llltps he ii; suggei;ling that llwy 
,hould be se1;aruted. 



297 Estimates, 1940 28 NovRMBER, 193fl. -Committee of Supply 298

l\fr. JACOB: I observe that the hon. 
Member for Demerara River (Mr. King) 
is not present. I was 1·ec1uested by some 
of the residents at Ca11al No. 1 to make 
reference to a promise which had been 
marle for the extension of the Dispensary 
there. I think there was some promise 
that they would be given a better service. 
I do not know what is the 'position. 

Dr. �IACLENNAN: If the hon. Member 
will turn to page 82 he will see an item 
there for the construction of a new builcl­
inrr at Canal No. 1. I think that was what 
th� hon. Member for Demerara River (Mr. 
King) wrote Government about and 
approached me some time ago. The build 
ing at present used is inadequate ,ind re 
quires re-building. 

Item 19-Motor ambulances, and lorries' 
$2,470. 

Dr. MACLENNAN: For the informa­
tion of the hon. Member for Berbice River 
(Mr. Eleazar) I may mention that recent 
tidvices state that the ambulance for Berbice 
is on its way. 

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move the insertion of a now item 30-
Renewals and ac.lc.litions to electric power 
plant, Leprosy Hospital, $1,500. It will 
be necessary to spend about $2,000, and on 
the third supplementary estimate, which 
will come up shortly, a further sum of 
$1,400 will be asked for to complete the 
work. 

Item agreed to. 

GOVERNMENT IlEALTll DEPART�IENT. 

Mr. JACOB: I observe that there will 
be no Head of this Department next year, 
but J am wondering whether we will uot 
sec a Head appearing in the following year. 
I really do not follow this amalgamation 
at all, and I think it would be better if tho 
whole of this Department was put under 
Medical. I rose to make the point that 
the sanitary inspeclorH' position should be 
improved. '.l'he arguments T arlduced in 
respect of the dibpensers can be applied in 
thiH case, though perhaps to a lesser extent. 
I put the dispmscrs ahead of them because 
they ha,·e to do ruo1·e responsible work. I 
t hi�k thl' i-;en·ict-s of the sanitary inHpPcl­
ors c, uld be bettcl' utilized to the a<lvan­
ta;;c of t,he whole community if properly 

supervised. I do not say that they a1·e 
not properly supervised, but I urge that 
they be better supervised. \Ve would be 
able to improve health conditions gener­
ally better than by the appointment of 
merlical oilicers with large salaries. I am 
very concerned about health conditions, 
but I am equally concerned nhout living 
conrlitions. While I make a plea for the 
sanitary inspectors I do want to urge on 
them to be tactful itnd discreet. I do not 
think 11 good many of them are tactful or 
use any discretion at all. I have just 
raised the point here so as to have an 
opportunity to speak about them later on. 

'ofr C. V. WIGHT: May I usk the hon. 
MPmber whom he expects to supervise 
those sanitary inspectors? I£ I remember 
rightly I think when some other head was 
being discussed-I believe it was the 
appointment of two Health Officers-the 
hon. Member attacked the appointment. I

would like to ask who, he �uggests, should 
supervise these sanitary im,pectors? 

Mr. JACOB : For the information of 
my hon. friend I may point out that I 
objected to two Health Officers being 
appointed ; I thought one was tiufficient. 
I did not suggest that the item should be 
deleted entirely. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I do not know whether 
the hon. Member has been so mystified 
that he has not seen that the officer has 
been transferred to the Medical Depart­
ment with £200 added to his salary. I do 
not think it is fair to give a sanitary 
inspector $2-i per month after five J ears' 
probation, during which he has to work as 
if he was being piiid. I think a good many 
of these sanitary inspectors lmve secured 
the highest certificate they can obtain 
locally. 

Dr. MACLENNAN: The same remarks I 
made with reference to the dispensers apply 
to sanitary inspectors. Government con­
sidered the question of re-grading them but 
was forced to withdraw it. Considerable 
consideration was given the matter, and I 
do feel, as I have alway8 felt, that they 
are generally rnlher poorly paid. But 
that 1ipplies noi only to my ·own Depart­
ment, and we have to con8i<l!'r the whole 
8ervice. I hope that when hcLtcr tiroe!! 
come I :shall endeavour to pe1·suadc Govern­
m mt to re-consi<ler the question of re-
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grading the dispensel'S and sanitary inspec­
to1·s. 

Mr. JACOB: On page 31 we have a 
Deputy Director of Medical Services, 
while page 40 begins with 3 County Sani­
tary Inspectors. I do not know who is 
going to supervise, and who is to be the 
Head of the Department. That is why I

made the point. 

Dr. MACLENNAN: The two Depart­
ments have been amalgamated for the pur­
pose of bette1· administrntion. As you 
know, there is no dividing line now, or 
ever was really, between health work 
and medical work. The two ruergo 
into each other. A great m,iny items 
which appear on the medical side are 
undoubtedly health matters. The ide,i in 
amalgamating the two services was for 
better office control and administrative con­
trol. The original llealth Department was 
merely a side-line of the Medical Depart­
ment, and in making this amalgamation we 
considcl'ed the question of moving the 
whole of this pago into the Medical head, 
but this year we found it rather difficult 
to do so. I think that in the 19.U EHti­
mates this page will disappear altogether, 
and the entire estimates will appear under 
the most appropriate head. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: It is regrettable 
that in making this merger the two esti­
mates were not put together. I must con­
fess that I aru a little bit confuser], not 
only with thi1:1 head but with other heads. 
I am not quite clear whether we have a 
Hen.1th Officer or we have not got one. 
Under this head we hav.:i three Atisistant 
Medical Officers and a Tuberculosis Officer. 
·with the promotion of th<' 1Iedical Officer
of Health we were left with two Assistant
Government Medical Officers of llealth, 
one of whom has been promoted to the
post of Government Mec.lical Officer of
Health, and now Deputy Director of Medi­
cal Hen'iccs. I also know that the other 
Assistant Medical Officer of Ilcalth is 
likely to be •ruberculosis Officer. \Vhere
are the Government l\Iedical Officers of 
Health at the present time? Provision is 
made he,·e for two new appointments of 
Health Officers. Passages are to be pro­
vided, and I presume the officers are com­
ing from abroad. Altogether we have lost
one Health Officer, but th1tt is what I am 
not clear about. It seems to me that we

are ouly going to have two Health Officers 
instC'acl of three. 

Di·. MACLENNAN: Actually the posi­
tion is this : the last Medical .Officer of 
B:ealth was transferred to Barbados, and 
his post has neve1· been filled. In the 
1939 Estimates there was provision for 
the appointment of an additional Health 
Officer, so that there will be actually two 
vacancies in 1940, one caused by the 
tr11.nsfcr, and the other by the appointment 
which has not yet been made. The third 
officer is in existence in the Colony at 
present. 

Mr. Di,: AGUCAR: I unde1·stand that 
some tempornry arrangement was made 
whereby the Assistant Medical Otlicer of 
Health was the ollicer who would perform 
the duties of Senior Medical Officer but 
whether it was done I do not know. Never­
theless we have provided here for the 
salary of a Deputy Dit·ector of Medical 
Services, and that is why I suggested that 
that post should also be designated 8enior 
Medic1tl O£1icer of Health. I have either 
been misinfo1·med or I do not unde1·stand 
the position at all. I understood that Dr. 
Sneath would take the place, and in fact 
did take thf> place of thr officer tranfen·ed 
on promotion. On that tmderst11.Dding I

suppol't�d the amount fixed as the sala1·y 
of the Deputy Director of Medical l:ler­
vices, but it seems to me I am wrong. Do 
I understand that it is intended to appoint 
not only two more medical officers hut 
thrc<' ? If so, where is the provision in the 
estimates? 

Dr. MACLENNAN: I do not think I 
can explain it any better, but if the hon. 
Mem�or would see me later I would 
endea,·om· to do so. I admit that it is a 
little confusing when items are transferred 
to another head like this. 

. Tu�, CIIAIRMAN: Shortly, tlw posi­
tion 1s that the numbC'r of posts is exactly 
the same this year, but there are two 
vacancies. 

Mr. DE �GU!AR: We have not got a 
Tuherculos1s Officer at all. If we have we 
have deprived the llealth Department of 
an officer. 

Dr. MACLEN�AN: The position is 
th

:i,
t at the mo_ment we have a Deputy

Director of Medical Services, forwerly the 
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Govrrnment Merlical Officer of Health. 
\\'e have on the estimates three- Health 
Officers, one of whom is existing at 
the moment. I£ we get the two officers 
for whom there are two vacancies, the 
existing. 'Hcitlth Officer will become a 
Tuberculosis Officer and Health Officer. 
\\Te h1wc three appointments for Health 
Officers for whom there are two vacancies 

Tm: CHAIRMAN : I think if thr hon. 
Member had been in his seat this morning 
he would have understood the position. 
Ile could not have been present when Dr. 
Maclennan explained the duties which the 
Deputy Director of .Medical Services will 
perform. Ile explained that there will be 
three Health Otlicers, one of whou1 will 
devote himself to the work of a Tubercu­
losis Otlicer although he will devote some 
of his time to health work. 

Dr. MACLENNAN: That is the case, 
sir. 

Item 6-Education-Prnpaganda and 
Ilealth Campaigns, $1,000. 

..\lr. LUCK.HOO: I observe that the 
il-0m has bren increase<l. May T have 
souw rxplanalion of it? 

Dr. ..\[ACLgXXA.X: It is felt tlutt as 
Georgetown ha!! a Municipality and a 
health senice of its own and runs 
Health \\' eek campaigns, Government 
should do something for Bcrbice. I hope 
next year if I get a Health Officer �or 
Berhice, to c1trry out a Health campaign 
there. 

l\lr. HE.A.FORD : I take it that in this 
case Go,·ernment is going to the assislanco 
of N cw Amsterdam. Is that right? 
(laughter). 

1\lt-. LUCKHOO: The important vill­
a.,cs in the Colony should luwe an oppor­
t�nity to hold Health Week campaign�. 
It is true that it is convenient to have it 
in Geor�etown and Xew Amslerdmn, but 
the more populous villages should luwe 
Hen.1th \\'l'ek camp:Ligns in their own way. 
It is wry important work, aud I think it 
would be very educatiom1.l to the people in 
the outlying districts. 

Item 8-Hurveys in villages and country 
areas, $2,000. 

Tm, COLONIAL SECP.:ETARY: I 
move the deletion of this item. Hon. 
members will recollect that tho item has 
been transferred �o the Department of 
Lands and Mines. 

Item deleted. 

MILITIA. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I would like to make 
a few observations under this head. Some 
time ago when the Financial Commis­
sioners were here they recommended that 
the .Militia Baud was one of the things we 
should dispense with, and I think the 
Mounted Police also, but we said that they 
were as sacred as the hreath of our nostrils, 
and we would not allow them to go. I 
understand that there are no apprentices 
in the Band now. I do not know of any 
Band in the world in which there are no 
apprentices. I am told that the only 
chance of getting youngsters iu the Band 
now is when one of the Bandsmen dies or 
retires. I think provision should be made 
for itt least two apprentices. 

·with rC'gard to music and instruments I
drew Government's attention some years 
ago to the fact that while Geor�ctown had 
the Militia Band· and the Policl' drum and 
life Band, Berbice had none, and Govern­
ment allocated $100 a year for a drum and 
life' Band in Berbice. Later on, as a 
result of private subscription, we converted 
it into a brass Band which is there now. 
1 thought we were still getting the $100 a 
year to assist us, but I understand it has 
bren taken away since. I :Lm told that 
the Band rcq uircs new instruments, and I 
suggest that if Government cannot see its 
way to increase the item of $500 for 
instruments and music, it should direct 
that a portion of the money be allocated 
to the Berbice Band. 

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
think I have heard the hon. :Member say 
that a rose called by any other name 
smells just as sweetly. I think if he looks 
at item " i " he will see that provision is 
made for four boys for the Band. 

Mtt. ELEAZAR: I am told that boys 
are not apprentices. Apparently they are 
porters who carry around the big drums. 

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
will look into that point. llaving regard 
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to the salaries I imagine that they would 
be apprentices. I will also enquire into 
the possibility of supplying the Berbice 
Band with some money out of item 13, 
but I would suggest that the amount of 
the item be left as it is for the time being. 

MR, ELEAZAR : Thank you ; that is 
quite satisfactory. 

Item 2-Capitation and Pay, $3,000. 

TnE COLONIAL 8ECRE'rARY: I 
move that this item be increased to $3,410 
which is the figure provided in the current 
year's estimate. 

Item as amended agr�d to. 

Item 16-Purchase of Militia Reserve 
Stores, i2,457. 

TnM COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 
move that this item be reduced by $1,000. 

Item as amended agreed to. 

Mnns•rERB OF RELIGION. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Under this head 
I would like to make a special plea 
I am disappointed in the fact that 
the hon. Member for New Amsterdam 
(Mr. Woolford) has not put his motion 
before the Council as he promised to do, 
and I see Government is carrying out the 
old policy which was introduced some years 
ago, about 18'.!4 or thereabouts. I remem­
ber the time when $189,000 was the 
amount :i,llocated to the Churches in this 
Colony, and I have a vivid recollection of 
when it was mooted that Government 
should disestablish the Churches. I went 
so far as to suggest to the manager of the 
school of which I was headmaster at the 
time, that I should accompany him on a 
tour of the country to point out the mis­
take that was going to be made in with­
drawing the money from the Churches. 
He said it was like beating one's own drum, 
and I retorted that one must beat his own 
drum very loudly and very long. That 
did not move him because he would get a 
pension. This vote has dwindled down 
until it is now $5,000, and it is bound to 
do incalculable harm in rega, d to the 
religious life of the community. There 
are some parts of the Colony wl1ere the 
Christian religion is a dead letter. For a 
period of over 30 years the West Coast of 

Berbice has not had a resident minister, 
and even on the East Coast of Demerara 
you will find that. There is a dearth of 
ministers because of a deliberate act on 
the part of men who wanted to show their 
independence and wreaked vengeance on 
the Churches, not knowing that they were 
wreaking vengeauce on the whole 00111-
munity. 

Christianity is at a discount� this 
country, and we call ourselves a Chl'istian 
community. "\\,·hen this $5,000 is gone we 
may as well go back to the time when 
there was no religion. I am of the opinion 
that a Committee was appointed some 
time ago, but as far as I know it has not 
functioned. I have a recollection of 
receiving a letter asking if I would serve 
on it, but I have not heard anything more 
about it. It is a pressing matter. Man 
cannot live by bread alone. \, e cannot 
consider our economic life and uot think 
of our religious life. If some people do 
not have religion at all their civiliza­
tion would be almost dead. It is the 
only thing that restrnins a man from 
being a vile creature altogether. You ask 
why shouldn't the people maintain thefr 
churches? In the outlying dii;tricts it is 
impossible. The people are neglected 
because they cannot maintain ruinisters 
among them. "\\rhat have we done with 
the money we have withheld from the 
Church ? What have we to show for it to­
day ? othing except backwardness. No 
longer than last Friday someone assured 
me that there was no Christianity any more, 
It is dancing all the time. I am not a 
puritan by any means, but I think 1 can 
stand up and say that the religious life I 
was trninecl in has done me some good and 
cannot do anybody any harm. If you meet 
a man at any time who has had religious 
training you can always pick him out of 
the bunch. He cannot go the length of 
the other fellow. I hope tht> Committee 
will get to work quickly aud report to 
Government in due time. Something has 
to be done before the candle flickers out, 
The soone1· the Committee functions the 
better fo1· all concerned. 

Mr. McDAVID (Colonial Treasurer): I 
have risen to correct a few inaccuracies in 
what the hon. Member has said. He 
1·eferred to this head and pointed to the 
figure of $5,000 as being the sole amount 
which the ministers of religion receive 
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from public fun+i. Tluit, of course, is not 
the case. The disestahli�hinent of the 
Churches does not date as fat· back as 1894, 
but 1921, and in that year the Churches 
were issued bonds totalling $189,000. If 
the hon. Member would tum to Public 
Debt he would see that public revenue is 
paying $47,000 against those bonds which 
are due to mature in four or five years, and 
that sum of money will accrue to the 
Churches when the bonds are redeemed. 
The items below the line, which are shown 
in blank for 19-l0, were grants to Missions, 
and were gradually reduced by one-tenth 
for 10 years until 1939 when they dis­
appeared altogether. It is really in regard 
to those grants to Missions that Govern­
ment has tippointod a Committee to report 
on the position and make recommendations 
in regard to restoring some of them, 
especially those relating to ,'\1issions in the 
intel'ior, and with special reference to tho 
work among Aboriginal Indians. That 
Committee is under tho Chairmanship of 
the Directo1· of Educal,ion and has started 
to function 1ilready. The position with 
regard to the Churches has been settled 
by an O1·dinance passerl in 1921. 

Mr. JACOB: I agree in the 1n-iin with 
what the hon. i\Iombt>r for Berbico River 
(Mr. Eleazar) has Sftid, anJ I trust he will 
be us gene.rous to me as I hiwe been to 
him. He is always opposed to peoplE! 
receiving assistance from Government I 
cannot understand why other religions are 
not given assistance as well ilere we 
have it that public re,,enue is paying a 
la1·ge sum of money for the maintenance 
of cPrtain Churches. After all this is 
a cosmopolitan community, anrl I mu 
requested to say that represpntatioos have 
been made to Government alreticly that 
something ought to be done to help othe1 
people who are ciirrying on religious work 
as well as educational work. The time is 
overdue when GovC'rnment should con�irler 
the advisability of helll,ing those people to 
some extent at least. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I wish to thank the 
Colonial Treasurer for his correction, 
although my mtiin argument rem�iins the 
same. The Churches nre now gettmg very 
much less every year than they got in the 
past. We luwe not the compliment of 
clergymen we should, and because of that 
the Churches are going down. I am 
pleading that something be done so as to 

prevent theie continuing to go down and 
our having no religion at all. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: I would be glad to 
know for my own information, and as a 
member of the Committee appointed to 
enquire into the matte1· of grants to 
Missions, whether the hon. Member for 
North Western District (Mr. Jacob) sug­
gests that Govemment should subsidize or 
assist non-Christian bodies. 

Mr. JACOB: Yes. 

M ISCBLLANEOUS, 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I would like to ask 
tho Colonial Secretary if he could give mo 
some idea of the ag�regate amount appear­
ing under this head throughout the Esti­
mates, exclusive of the total amount which 
will be found on the last page of this par­
ticular hea,l. I make that request because 
we may find some sums under Miscel­
laneous being spent without the Council 
being aware of the manner in which they 
have been spent. I would also ask tho 
Colonial �ecrPtary if he could think of 
some other method of voting these sums 
under SJ iscellaueous. Aly suggestion in 
£act amount,i to this : that if we were told 
exactly in au aggregate sum what those 
v:irious items wem under the various 
departmental heads those particular 
amounts coull not be spent in some other 
way. 

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
am not quite clear whether the hon .. \lem­
hcr is suggesting that we should not have 
the head Miscellaneous. l\fost depart­
mental hearls have the item ;';liscellaneous, 
which is very necessary, but where we 
cannot place an item unde1· any particular 
head I do not see how we coulrl do away 
with the genet·al head Miscellaneous. 

Mr. HEAFORD: I think we might put 
item 2:3-Tourist Bureau and adve1·tise­
ment of the Colony in Canada and else­
whC're, $+,800-under a separate head. I 
am sorrv that the Chairman of the Tour­
ist Committee (Mr. Dias) is not here at 
present, because I am won<lel'ing how much 
of this monC'V the Committee intends to 
spend on att1:acting tourists under present 
conditions. 

Item 2v-Crown Agents charges for 
postages, $650. 
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.Mr. DE AGUIAR: I seriously suggest 
that this item be increased. (laughter). 
My reason for that is that I think the cost 
of postage during the war is likely to be 
very heiwy, and I am inclined to think 
that Government has not bceu generous 
enough in increasing this vote only by $60. 
I know that the Crown Agents work very 
hard and earn so little that it would be 
unreasonable to ask them to bea1· a portion 
of the cost, but I observe that in 1938, be­
fore there was any talk of war and air mail 
rates to the United Kingdom, the amount 
spent was $824. I realize that this is a 
token vote, and perhaps we ought to be a. 
little more generous to them by giving 
them a little more money to play with, 
because we have agreed to pay them this 
money. But I may mention in passing 
that commercial firms do not pa,y postage 
fo1· their agents in London. I do not want 
to press that because I know I would be 
out-voted. I think it is wrong in princi­
ple that Government should pay postage 
charges for the Crown Agents. 

Mr. SEAFORD: May I suggest that 
the hon. Member defer his generosity unLil 
we are asked for a supplementary vote ? 
(laughter). 

Item agreed to. 

Item 3-Public printing regulated by 
contract, $36,000. 

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY : Per­
haps the hon. Member will suppo1·t my 
motion that this item be inc1·ease<l from 
$36,000 to $43,200. Government called 
for tenders this year for a five-year con­
tract, but it has been impossible to get 
anyone to tender for a longer period than 
one year, 1940. Naturally the cost of 
material and labour has increased, and it 
is impossible to ask the Council for a 
smaller sum for 1940 than $43,200. 

Item as amended agreed to. 

Item 17�llemittances-Commission on, 
$4,500. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: In 1938 the actual 
expenditure on this item was $3,137; in 
1939 it was increased to $4,500, but if I 
remember rightly there was a particular 
reason for that increase. I see, however, 
that the same amount is proposed for 

1940. I do not know if the same rea.son 
exists, whether Government will have to 
remit a lot of money to the Crown Agents, 
because I observe that purchases through 
the Crown Agents are becoming alarmingly 
large, but I do not want to go into that 
point to-day. 

Mr. l\IcDAVID: 1 am afraid we have 
to remit a lot of money to these Crown 
Agents, people to whom the hon. l\Iember 
is so generous and considerate. Regard­
ing the item it�t>lf it cannot he regulated 
in accordllllce with any prPcise plan. It 
all depends upon whqther we have money 
at the time the tmnsactiom; take place in 
England. "·c might get money from the 
Colonial DeYelopment Fund which might 
not come in until a.nothe1· vear. For tha.t 
reason it is very difficult to estimate pre­
cisely for any one year what we are going 
to spend. 

Item agreed to. 

Item 19-Loss of public money and 
stores, $200. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: This amount is very 
small, but what I am concerned about is 
the principle involved. I am not quite 
sure what occur11. If an officer contributes 
to the Public Officers' Guarantee Fund and 
he defaults, surely the Fund repays Gov­
ernment the amount of any loss. I am not 
quite clear what this vote is meant for. 
Perhaps the Colonial Treasurer will inform 
the Uouncil. 

l\fr. McDAVID: There are ve1·y few 
charges against this vote because, as the 
hon. l\Iembe1· has said, there is a Guaran'8e 
Fuud. If a public officer defaults the 
amount i� usually recovered from that 
Fund, but the main chargr•i; llllder this vote 
are losses of public money at the counter 
which are charged against Go,ernment and 
not against the officer. There are a few 
items of that nature, and there is loss of 
stores. The hon. ¥cmwr will find that if 
any large item is to be charged to that vote 
it usually appears under supplementary 
estimate, and comes before the Council 
item by item. 

l\Ir. JACOB : I am wondering how stores 
get lost. Perhaps the Colonial Treasurer 
might tell us soruct,J1ing about that. 
(laughter). 

IteJ1 agreed to. 
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Item 20-Local allowance to officers 
performing temporary duty involving 
residence away from their headquarters, 
$300. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: What exactly is 
meant by the note " Former provision 
inadequate ?11 Does it mean that the officers 
pedorming such duties were unable to 
receive ,tdequate remuneration ? Thel'e 
seems to be some inconsistency in regat·d 
to the amount. 

Mr. McDAVID: This vote was not 
intended for any specific officer 01· office. 
It is a lump sum vote and is used for pay­
ing small remuneration to officers who at·e 
sent away from their pel'manent residence 
to some other district to perform tem­
porary duties. An officer may be sent to 
New Amsterdam in the place of some other 
officer who has gone on leave, and he is 
given an allowance because of the extra 
expense to which he is put by having to 
live away from his home. \Ve do no know 
how many officel's arc going to use this 
vote; none may use it. 

Item agreed to. 

Item 23-Tourist Bureau and advertise­
ment of the Colony in Canada and else­
where, $4,800. 

Tm: COLONIAL SECRETARY : The 
Tourist Bureau will not require as large a 
sum next year as it was granted this year. 
I therefore move that the item be reduced 
by $1,000 and carried out at $3,800. 

Mr. 8EAFORD : Are we not paying a 
tt-ade representative in Canada? 

Tus COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes, 
we are. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I understand that we 
are doing so fot· a definite period. It was 
really a token vote, I think. 

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT: I am asso­
ciated with the Tourist Committee, and I 
may inform the Council tlutt the officers 
arc under six months' notice of the termi­
natiou of their services. 

Thr ClIAlRMAN : I think the hon. 
,\!ember for Gco1·gelown North (}Ir. �ea 
ford) is referring to the Trade l 'ommis­
sioucr for the Eastern Branch of the West 

Indies. The payment to that particular 
officer has ceased. 

Trrn COLONIAL SECRETARY: When 
I said that the payment was continuing I 
did not refer to that officer, who was paid 
out of a different vote altogether. 

Mr. JACOB: I take it that $1,000 is 
just an estimate. 

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
Tourist Committee are :mtisfied that they 
can do without this $1,000. I have not 
the details as to how they propose to 
spend the money. Unfortunately, the 
Chairman of the Committee is absent this 
afternoon. 

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT: It would be 
a great mistake to close the Bureau and 
then have to re-open it. 

Item as amended agreed to, 

Item 24-Labour Registration Bureau, 
$5-!0. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: What is the 
position of the htbom registration at 
the Bureau? Is it in any way connecLed 
with the appointment held by the late Mr. 
\Vinter ? If so, what arrangements are 
being made? 

TrrE COLONIAL SECRETARY : That 
is the post, imd the amount has been 
reduced. The matter was debated at con­
siderable length at the last annual session. 
The salary of Mr. \Vinter's successor has 
been reduced from $780 to $540. 

Item agreed to. 

Item 26-W orkmen's Compensation Or� 
dinance, $1,000. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I should begin mv 
remarks by saying to Government. "I 
told you so." Some time ago when this 
Council was asked to vote sums of money 
Lo meet com_pensation charges I suggested
that somethmg ought to be done in view of 
Government's liability under the Ordinance. 
At the time there was some difficulty, and 
I have really risen to enquire how iL wall 
found possible to make satisfactory a.n·a.ugc­
meuts to cover Government's liability? 1

do noL know whether thii, sum is put here Lo 
meet compensation, or whether it is in tho 
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nature of &n insurance. If it is in the 
form of insurance I would be glad to 
obtain further information on the point. 
H the information is not forthcoming 
to-day I would like to have it later on. I 
have always held the view that it is rather 
a risky thing for Government to have to 
provide compensation without obtaining 
cover. At that time I was told it was not 
possible. If it is now found prnctie&ble to 
cover Government's lia.bility in that 
respect, and this sum is intended to pay 
the premium, then I have nothing more to 
eay. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : It is 
to enable payment of compensation to be 
made. Periodically Government has had 
to come to the Legislature for small sums 
of money, and it is considered advisable to 
insert this token vote a.s it is described in 
the note. It is to meet compensation, not 
to cover insurance. 

Item agreed to. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move the insertion of a new item 27-Air 
Transport-Public Officers-f 1,800, with 
the following explanatory note :-" To 
implement the provisions of the contract 
entered into between Government and the 
British Guiana Airways, Ltd." Hon. 
Members will recollect that the Treasurer 
said there would be 30 flying hours used 
by Government officers in a year at •60 
per hour, hence the figure $1,800. 

Item agreed to. 

Ml&OELLANEOUB --(a) SUBVENTIONS, BTC,1-
MUNICIPAL, 

Item 1-Estimn.ted rates on Government 
properties, i58,450. 

Mr.C.V.WIOHT: Unlike the hon.Mem­
ber for Central Demerara (Mr. De Aguiar) 
who thought he should say "I told you so," 
I look towards the Colonial Treasurer who 
I know will say "I thought so." I would 
like to ask the Treasurer if he has by a.ny 
chance estimated the rates to be paid on 
Government property at Eve Leary, I see 
a note " Subject to revision after the meet­
ing of the Mayor and Town Conncil in 
November, 193'.1." I think that meeting 
has been held and that the Treasurer is 
a.ware of the amount the Council is aakiog. 
I think he is also aware of a certain dGCU-

ment which has been admirably put up on 
a sound basis. 

There is one other point I would like to 
mention a.bout the payment by the Town 
Council of the sum of $2,500 for sea 
defences. Does that payment signify that 
Georgetown is more vulnerable to the force 
of the sea. than any other part of the 
Colony? I ask that question because it is 
difficult to unde11stand why Georgetown 
should contribute that sum when other 
parts of the Colony have been relieved of 
sea defence charges. I will ask Govern­
ment to consider that question and relieve 
the Council of this payment. 

. Mr. MoDA VID : I know that the ques­
tion of Eve Leary sewerage connections is a 
matter that is very much in the mind of the 
hon. Member fer some reason or another. 
The position is that Government has 
definitely agreed, and has so informed the 
Town Council, that in arriving at the annual 
figure to be paid by Government to the 
Town Council with respect to the opera­
tions of those connections, Government 
will not only pay the current figure but 
will allow it to be made retrospective to 
the date when the connections were first 
made. The reason why a settlement has 
been held up is because the Town Council 
is entirely wedded to the idea that Eve 
Leary and the properties there should be 
valued and should be rated for Municipal 
rates with regard to the sewerage scheme, 
and so long as that idea prevails I do not 
think it is possible to come ery near a 
solution. I have been working along other 
lines. Government informed the Town 
Council that the Town Clerk and I should 
go into the matter, but I find it very diffi­
cult to come to a satisfactory conclusion 
because, so long as the question of valuation 
is brought in, I am afraid we will get no 
nearer. There are other means of arriving 
at a satisfactory solution, and I a.m pre­
paring a short memorandum on the subject. 
I know that the Town Council has recently 
submitted a letter to Government which I 
have not seen, but I think the Council has 
put forward its side of the question. I am 
afraid the matter will have to remain in 
abeyance for some time. 

With regard to the eea. defence contri­
bution, that amount ie paid by the Town 
Council to Government in relation to sea. 
defences, and is, of course, a statutory pay-
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ment. The principle was fully debated in 
this Council not only at the time the Ordi­
nance was passed but subsequently, and I 
think it out of place to re-open it each year 
whenever the particular head is reached. 
I do not think any useful purpose is served 
by discussing the question because, first of 
all, it has nothing whatever to do with the 
head we are now discussing. 

Mr. JACOB: Item 2 provides for the 
supply of water to public institutions in 
Georaetown. I do not think it has escaped 
the attention of the Town Councillors, but 
I think the quality of the water that has 
been supplied not only to public institu­
tions but to householders within the last 
few days, and on several occasi?ns during 
this year, has been very bad mdeed. I 
think Government ought to take up very 
set·iously the question of providing George­
town with a pure water supply. It has 
been discussed several times in the past 
and I believe estimates were even prepared. 
It is a very urgent miitter and steps ought 
to be taken to provide public institutions 
with a better supply of water. 

Mr. GON8AL VES : With regard to 
the matter rnised by the hon. Member for 
Western Esscquebo /Mr. C. V. Wight) and 
the reply of tho Colonial Treasurer, it is 
difficult to discuss the point now in view 
of the admission by the Colonial Treasurer 
that although a letter has been received by 
Government he has not seen it. If he had 
seen it he would have known that a flat 
rate has been suggested by the Town 
Council to be paid by Government for its 
seweraae service. Government has not 

0 

been told that it must pay a certam 
amount based on the valuation of its pro­
perties, but that a certain sum should be 
paid. Whether the method adopted by 
the Colonial Treasuret· in aniving at the 
figure is different from the Council's 
method or not, so long as the amount 
agrees with what the Council is asking for 
that would be sufficient so far as the 
Council is concerned. I wish to add, how­
ever, that if the Colonial Treasurer finds 
that by his method :Government will give 
the Council more I hope he will stand by 
hii method. (laughter). However I appre­
ciate that the item cannot be increased 
at the moment, but I do not suppose 1940
will be any different from 1939 in the 
matter of supplementary estimates, and I 
hope that when the first supplementary 

estimate comes up it will contain an item 
to provide for the payment of this amount. 

With regard to the question raised by 
the hon. Member for North \V astern 
Di .. trict (Mr. Jacob) I may say that a 
certain condition of things within the last 
few days has been engaging the attention 
of the Sewerage and Water Commis­
sioners. I think the hon. Member can 
fairly well rely on the service he is getting. 

:Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT : I think it is 
necessary that the amount should be placed 
on the Estimate. The Colonial Treasurer 
is of the opinion that he has a different 
method of arriving at the sum that should 
be p11id, but the Council is only endeavour­
ing to get the actual cost of operating 
the system in that district, which has been 
put down at the moderate figure of 
$2,000. I am of the opinion that the 
Treasurer mnst have seen in the news­
papers the basis I have suggested-that 
the valuation should be fixed at $200,000. 
I am quite �atisfied that no matter who is 
sent from the Public Works Department 
to make a valuation, my valuation is a 
very moderate figure. Apart from that it 
cannot be contended by Government that 
$2,000 is the real operating cost. We 
have not taken into account the cost of 
replacements, and I think if Government 
only paid $2,000 it would be getting off 
very lightly. 

With regard to the question of a pure 
water supply I desire to pay this tribute 
to you, sir, that from the time you came 
here you have been impressing upon the 
Council the necessity for it. Only this 
morning I was in consultation with Mr. 
Roddam who told me quite definitely that 
the dirty water which was appearing for a 
few days could never have made its appear­
ance if we had a pure water scheme, 
because he would have had a reserve to 
last for several days. Mr. Seafot·d has 
spent a few hours inspecting it at night, 
and I am sorry he is not in his seat uow. 
I am sorry that the Council did nuL agree 
with Your Excellency that the loan for 
the pure water supply scheme should be 
free of interest for five years, but tried to 
get it for 15 years and eventually came 
down to 7 ½ years. I regret that Your 
Excellency is leaving us before the scheme 
is an accomplishe!,l fact. 
• The Council resumed and adjourned
until the following day at 10.30 a.m.
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