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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Wednesday, 23rcl Jcmuctry, 1935. 

The Council met pursuant to adjourn­
ment, His Excellency the Officer Adminis­
tering the Government, Sm CRAWFORD 
DouGLAs-JoNES, Kt., C.M.G., Pl'esident, in 
the Chair. 

PRESENT. 
The Hon. the Colonial Seeretal'y, Mr. 

P. W. King (Aeting). 

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Ml'. 
Hector Josephs, K.C., B.A., LL.iVI. 
(Cantiib.), LL.B. (Loud.). 

The Hon. T. T. Smellic, O.B.E. (Nomi­
nated Unoilieia,l Member). 

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.K (Nominated 
Unoflicial Member). 

Major the Hon. vV. B,iin Grny, .M.A., 
Ph.D. (Edin.), B. Litt. (Oxon), Direetor 

o 1, of Educiition.
The Hon. J. S. Dash, B.S.A., Direetor 

of Agriculture. 

The Hon. R. E. Brassington (Western 
Essequebo ). 

The Hon. E. A. Luckhoo (Eastern 
Berbiee). 

Major the Hou. J C. Crnig, D.S.O., 
.:\f.E.l .C., Director of Public ,,, orks. 

The Hon. E. F. McD,ivid, i\'I.R.E., 
Uolouial Treasm·er (Acting). 

The Hou. vV. A. D'AudrndE', Cuwp­
troller of Cu:;toms. 

The Hon. J. Mullin, M.I.i\Ll\·L, F.t:l.I., 
Commissioner of Lauds mid Miuc�. 

The Hon. J. A. Hemlen;on, M.B., CJ,. B., 
B.Sc. (P.H.), (Edin.), D.T.M. & H. (Edin.),
Surgeou-Genernl.

The Hon. F. 13irkitt, Postornstei.:-Genernl. 

The Hon. N. Cannon (Geot'getown
North). -

The Hon. Perey C. Wight, O.B.E. 
(Georgetown Central). 

The Hon. J. Eleazar (Berbice Rivet'). 

The Hon. J. Gonsalves (Georgetown 
South). 

The Hou. J. I. De Aguiar (Central 
Demerara). 

The Hon. Jung Bahadur Singh /Dem­
ernrn-Essequebo ). 

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin (N omiuated 
Unoilici1il Member). 

'!.'he Hon. F. J. Seaford (Nominated 
Unotlicial Member). 

The Hun. PPer Baechus (vVestem Be,:­
bice ). 

The Hou. J. L. vVills (Demerara 
Rivel'). 

The Hon. R V. Evan Wong (Essequebo 
Biver). 

MrNUTES. 
The 111i11utc� of the meeting of the Coun� 

cil hclrl 011 Tuesday, 22nd January, .as 
priutcd ,Lntl eirculated, were �onfinned. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

G,ionGE'l'OWN TowN CouNCIL BILLS. 
Trrn COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr. 

P. W. King): With regar·d to the request 
made by certain hon. Members that a tele­
gram be sent to the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies asking fol' a reply to the 
resolution by the Geo1·getown Town Coun­
cil which w1is ·forwarded in connection 
with the Town Council Bills, I am directed 
to inform the Council that a reply has 
been received from the Secretat'y of State, 
a,ud the contents will be communicated to 
the Town Council in due course. 

SUPPLIES THHOUGH CROWN AGEN'l'S. 
TlIE COLONIAL SECRE'l'ARY: I ask 

that, with the consent of the O�un.cil, the 
debate on the motion by the hon. Member 
fol' Centrnl Demerara with respect to the 
ordering. of supplies through the Crown 
Agents be not resumed to-day. I have not 
yet got all the information for the pur­
po�es of my reply to the very full debate, 
but 1 hope to be able to . reply very 
shortly. 

Agreed to. 
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D1u.lNAGE AND I1rnIGA'l'ION, 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I beg to move:­
THAT a comprehensive scheme of Drainac,e

and lrrig,\tion for the entire c<>ast lands of tlte
Colony in sections commeuciug from tbe Count.y 
of .Berbice is essent-ially necessary for the 
economic develo]Jment autl the relief of unem­
ployment, and also to ensure the prosperity of 
the country ; and this Council respectfully re­
quests Government to obtain the apJJraval of the 
�ecretary of State for the Colonies to raise the
necessary funds tor the immediate embarkation 
upon such a scheme. 

On the subject of dt"aina-ge and irriga­
tion for the progress of an agricultural 
country I think there can be no dissen­
sion, thereforn I intend to contend myself 
with dealing with the subject as if the 
proposition were universally aecepted. I
am inclined to think fron1 the several
documents I know are in the possession of
Government, and an Ordinance passed as 
late as 1927, that I need not vindicate
that which no one in this Council and no
responsible member of the community
would attempt to attack. I intend to 
address my mind and the attention of the
Council to what would a responsible
Gove1,nment do in view of the desolation
which the recent floods have caused in this 
country. The very earliest settlers in
this Colony realised that the progress of
their ventur.es from an agricultural point
of view necessitated drainage in particular. 
This .is •. evidenced by the fact that if
anyone goes along the coast of the
Colony, from the Pomeroon to the 
Oorentyne, he will observe relics of 
.sluices and dams which could have been
constructed for no othel' · piirpose than to 
secure drainage. Then a cursory glance
will show that wherever there is a sugar 
factory thet·e is a system of irrigation and
drainage instituted. Then one is inclined 
i;o enquire how is it that a country such as 
this, which is admitted to be an agricul­
tural country, still remains in a stagnant 
state after 100 years of British occupa-
tiQn. 
· It is admitted on all hands that no pro­
gress has been made. What is the cause ?
This inquiry has been made from time to
time ·by different parties, including the
last Wilson�Snell Commission, and one
cause or another ha, been assigned fol'
this stagnation of the Colony. The
Wilso·n-Snell Cbmmission attributed it 
to political causes. The Elected .M em­
bers of the clay thought otlierwise; they 
contended that it was ecnnomie, not 

politi<.:al. Thus they were bandied about
between the opinion of Governmcut, as 
advanced by those Commissioners and
others before them, aud that of the 
Ele0tecl section of the House and 
others before tl1em, that the prime ueces­
sity for· the ad vun<.:ement or progress of 
the Colony was the inauguratiou of ,t
proper sl:heme of drainage aud irrig,ttion
of the 0oastlands, for the simple reason 
that the Colony as a whole 1mty lie s,tid to
be just l'esiclent on the coastlancls. The
major portion of the popuhttion is resident 
on the coastlands, except possibly P,000 
or 13,000 who may be found in the hinter­
land prosecuting various aud sub8icliary 
iudm;tries,. but the major industry of the 
country is beiug carried on 011 the coast-­
lands, a.ml the largest portion of the 
revenue of the Colony is derived from -.. 

j those coastlands. Strange to sa.y, although 
this is the case, it has never strnck _suc­
ceeding Governments what really was the 
cause of the non-progress or stagnation of
those coastbnds. So we have been going
on for years, subject during that period to 

-a flood or two every year, succeeded by a 
1 drought, yet Government did not seem to i. 0 

l be able to realise the drain on the energy 
of those who attempted to pursue agricul­
ture, the millions of dollars or pounds 
expended to carry on in the way they have 
been carrying on, and the blood and the !. brain and the brawn that hitve beeu used 
up in the attempt to carry un the ma.jor 
iadu;;tries of the Colo11y awl ma.ke a liv-
wg. 

'l'hul:i, iu the midst of plenty, tliey have
been actually suffering from want. At one
season Your Excellency must have observed
that we have more water than we need, and
at auothe1· not as much as to hathe one's
fingers. Your Excellency will sa.y : " That
ha.s been going on for yea.r-s, a.nd is it only
now you have become alive to the fact?."
There is an Ordinance of 1927 and a
Report of 1925 on the subject of the 
drainage of the coastlands, but Govern­
ment has remained more or less inert 
until the gravest calamity came to the 
Colony at the beginning of 1934 in the 
most unprecedented flood any person living 
in the Colony had ever seen. Your Excel­
lency has seen what no other Governor has 
seen because yon happened to be here at
the tail-end of what I believe was a most
unprecedeuted drought in 1926. The 1911 
drought ·was nothing in· compari$on with 



793 Motion 23 JANUARY, 1935. -Drainage & Irr_igation 794the 1!'126 drought. It not only destroyed crops but cattle. It was ruinous to agri­culture as well as to pastoral pursuits. That is the 1·eason why I am constrained to put this motion before the -Council while Your Excellency is in the Chait-. No man coming here within the next 50 years will know the country and see condi­tions as vou have seen them. You saw the count1·y ·at its worse, and therefore you can easily conceive of the state of affairs one has been crying against all along. It is difficult to describe the condition of this Colony in 1934 when the flood was on, and it would be still more difficult to describe it to anybody who comes along. It is impossible to take any stranger to the country and make him understand what was there in Januarv, 1934. Then there will be waiting ar{d watching to understand what one is speak-' ing about when one speaks of ,L comprehen­sive scheme of drainage and inigation for the coastlands. Your Excellency has seen and that is why the appeal has been made to you to assist by appealing to the powers­that-be. 

forest and devoted themselves to the culti­vation of the soil. They took up 5 or 6 acres of land and appeared to have a flourishing cultivation. In less than three months the rain descended, and the whole crop went because of the flood. That is what has been going on in the country almost from time immemorial. Is it not time fot· Government to take measures to pt·event a recurrence of such a state of affairs? Recently there has been some talk about growing bananas. I ·would like to hear the Director of .Agriculture say that you can embark upon the cultivation of bananas or anything else on flooded lands and hope to achieve success. Government preaches agriculture to people unde1· cob:&i� tions which make it impossible for a;:·ri­cultul'e to succeed. A short 'while'·��o, " there was some talk of p1·odu-cing cassava because a fit·m wanted the starch, but/ would any sane man embark upon the gl'Owing of cassava on any 1arge scale on the swampy lands we have here? This mud flat is as rich as any for agricultural pr_o-I consider from my experience that to I ducts. I have been told by a planter, who preach the gospel of "Back to the hLnd" is now enjoying his well-earned savings u�der prese�t conditions is criminal and ) s01�ewhere in Scotland, that B1·!tish wilful decept10n. No man, no matter who Guiana has been able to keep its head he is, with a limited capital can make a above water as a sugar-producing country livelihood out of the land under present owing to the fertility of its soil, and that conditions. We are unable to supply the is why, in spite of the cost of labour and West Indian Colonies -with rice all the other disadvantages, it has been able to time, and we live in a country in which keep itself alive. Even the sugar indust1·y r�ce-growing is certainly an industry which is feeling its way owing to the continuous can be prosecuted with advantage. Be- drought and flood. But for the fact that J cause of the fact that we cannot be cet·tain the proprieeQJ.lr•of Ctine Grove have some that we will reap what we sow every year, capital behin? them,. that estate woul1the people who depend upon us for their have been rumed durmg the recent flood. supply of rice cannot with any degree of certainty enter into contracts with us. ·we may have too much in one year andnone at all in the next, because· when weexpect a ct·op, as in this last instance, weget a flood which deprives us of gettinganything at all, and then when we havesummoned up enough cournge to embiukagain we get a drought such as we arepassing through now. If Government hadthe experience of Members of this Councilit would see the fallacy of talking aboutencouraging people to take up land, be­cause the people it is preaching to areaware that there is no truth in it, andhave no faith in it. When the balata in­dustry was under sway some of the menconceived the idea of not retuming to the

What is alat·ming is that in th� f�ce of all this calamity Government has not pro. pounded anything by way ,of preventive measures for the future. It.is all very well for Government to give flood relief here and there, and to mend here l!,DCI thet·e a dam which was broken during the flood, but would that prevenl;, a recurrence .of those conditions? Has Government not discov­ered that the unemployment that was rife in the country, a thing unknown until vet·y recently, has now been intensified by the ravages of the flood and the present dl'Ought? .Are we to have these as a herit­age forever? I think they can. be averted by a comprehensive scheme of drainage and· irrigation which would make it possible for 
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men to reap what they sow. Government 
has always been told in this Council that 
it cannot hope to get the people to take 
to the soil, which of course everyone will 
admit is the source from which we get our 
exports, so long as the conditions remain 
what they are. Experience has shown 
that it cannot support the present popula.­
tion far less attract other people to the 
country. 

What will any enlightened Government 
do in such circumstances? Under such con­
ditions what is the duty of Government? 
It is the duty of Government to adumbrate 
schemes which would preclude the pos­
sibility of a recurrence of conditions such 
as we knew them last year. An enlightened 
Government would first- of all see whether 
it is not possible to improve conditions so 
as to make it possible to give t11e country 
a move on. Instead of doing that what 
has Government set itself to do? Govern­
ment has only been constructing machinery 
to extort taxes and increase the number of 
ta.x-gatherers, to squeeze blood out of stone. 
That is what Government has done at this 
session. Government has engaged itself. 
seriously to extort money from people who •1. 

have none. Is it that Government has not 
been able to perceive that unemployment 
is becoming a menace to the peace of the 1 

country ? If you cannot send men to the 
soil, where are you going to send them, and 
if men are bordering on starvation what 
½,w will they know? Necessity knows no 
law. Is Government waiting for a breach 
of the peace of the country before it takes 
upon itself to do something when that dtu­
ation has been staring Government in the 
face for years and years? I do not think so. 
I am appealing to Your Excellency because 
you have seen what men who will call them­
selves constructive Governors have not and 
will not see. Sir Gordon Guggisberg, a 
man of vision, when he came to the Colony 
discovered th!tt in-igation and drainage 
for the coastlands were necessary. He was 
a man of large vision and saw the necessity 
for a Royal Commission of engineers to 
survey the country in order to make that 
possible. He did not agree at all, he said, 
with those scrappy patch-work schemes we 
had all around us. It is not that Govern­
ment has done absolutely nothing in an 
attempt to effect drainage in some districts. 
The pumps that are in the villages-now are 
evidence against that proposition. But I 
say that Government schemes have not 
gone far enough. 

I hold in my hand the Report of a Com­
mittee on Drainage and Irrigation on the 
East Coast, Berbice, and the Corentyne 
Coast. There was a small Committee for 
Berbice,· of which I had the good fortune 
or misfortune to be a member, one for 
Demerara and another for Essequebo to 
go into the question. On those Committees 
were men of the calibre of Mr. W. M. B. 
Shields, Mr. J. R. C. Gordon, the late Mr. 
R. B. Butts and the late Mr. Essex, not to 
mention your humble servant who knows 
nothing about the country in which he has 
lived all his life. But what did the then 
Director of Public Works, Mr, Pudsey, 
say ? He wrote:--

" I hM•e somewhat reluctantly arrived at the 
O)'inion that the whole district cannot be 

lioclucle<I in any scheme or schemes to be put in
hand in the near future. I therefore only deal 
in this report with those areas which I think can 
reasonably be expected to profit on account of 
the propose I improvements, and where there is a 
fair chance of the works being properly main­
tained.'' 

The Dfreetor of Public Works threw 
cold water on the report of the Committee. 
I believe it was on the strength of that 
report that Government embarked on the 
Kilmarnock scheme. Up to now we know 
what the position is. Government will have 
to spend as much again as it has already 
spent. In a letter to Mr. Pudsey I wrote:-

'' With reference to paragraph 13 of the re­
port experience has proverl that it is extremely 
difficult., if not impossible, to k�ep the outer 
channels free from sih during the dry season 
when there is never sufficient water to force 
them, and the pr"prietors have never been able 
to co.operate to do the •• digging wheu neces­
sary.'' !'his is exemplified by the fact that 
tlicre is not a single sugar estate in the Culony 
without a pumping plant, an expedient which 
has betn resorted to from sheer necessity. 
Natuml Draincige by means of sluices !Jas 
been fon nd to be " complete fa.ilme, as 
tile population a11d area of this district are about 
Lhe same as those of the Whim and Hloomlield 
District (see pa1 a.graph 10) I see no rea.500 why 
a pumping plant should not be installed in this 
district as well." 

When an attempt was made by Govern­
ment to do something as the result of that 
report we did not want certain people who 
were living in that area. That paragraph 
was written because there was not the 
slightest reason why those people should 
be kept out of the scheme. It was pointed 
out to Government that if it did it would 
be throwing the incidence of taxation on a 
few who would not be i�ble to bear it, and 
Government's efforts would be frustrated. 
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That warning was not heeded at all. A 
pump was put down at Gibraltar costing 
about $49,000 but the whole village could 

[ not raise that amount. The result is that 
the pump has been taken away. People 
who could not participate in the scheme 
should have been saved from themselves. 
What would have been a success otherwise 
has become a failure. That is how Gov­
ernment thinks it should go about these 
matters. Government embarks on these 
patch-work schemes against the advice of 
people who should know, and when they 
fail Government says "It has failed. We 
remain as we are a;d you have to pay the 
tax.'' 

Under the conditions which prevail in 
the country at present, to induce people to 
go to the soil is nothing short of a delu­
sion and a snare. Agricultural employ­
ment by peasant proprietors on the coast­
lands is nothing short of that. One only 
has to travel in the train and see the 
district between Mahaica and Mahaicony, 
a lovely stretch of fiat country with three 
creeks within a distance of 24 miles. They 
are really three rivers of fresh water. 
Government cannot see its way to harness 
that water to benefit that district, and it 
is appalling, pitiable when p,1ssing that 
district even now to see the devastation 
by the flood, all the blasted rice standing 
there. One individual in the person of 
Mi:. Isaac McLean has been able to put a 
small pump in the creek and water a small 
area. Could not Government see its way 
to do likewise, 01· instal a pump of greater 
volume, and by means of canals make that 
district prosperous? But if Government 
did that it would be of no advantage 
because along the entire foreshore of that 
district there i8 not a single outlet, so th,�t 
when the water accumulates there i8 110 
means of getting drainage out to seu.. 
Hasn't Government got the hrnins in the 
Public Works Department? If the brains 
are not there cao we not import men with 
brain':!? Vve h,we more than is necessary 
here, but Government has no faith in local 
people. I regret, sir, that you will not be 
here fo1· mu.ny years to come, because the 
knowledge you have gained of the country 
and its requirements would have been use­
ful to us here, and you would have been 
able to impart that knowledge to others 
who come here. 

which not a grain of rice has been planted 
because those who rent land exacted $2.50 
per acre fo1· water. I have information 
tlmt a whole crop of rice has been allowed 
to be blasted because the farmers were 
refused water on the excuse that if they 
got water they would be independent of 
the estate. It is easy enough for Govern­
ment to get a pump for the Canje creek 
and provide irrigation for the whole of 
tha.t district, and put another pump at the 
other end to give the necessary drainage. 
I know fr.om experience on (,he East Coast 
and also on the Cornntync Coast that 
those two districts could provide enough 
rice to swamp the ·west Indies and to 
challenge Burma too. At present it is 
only a gamble. 

I began by saying that it is not neces­
sary to defend a position that cannot be 
successfully attacked. I ask Government 
to accept the motion an<l not only to say 
that it accepts it, but to take the neces . 
sary steps to put the suggestions into 
execution, to give the Colony a move on. 
Government must admit that this country 
has been in a stagnant state for a long 
time, and that there have been advocates 
of one school or another, advocating 
methods of progress, and that all those 
suggestions have so far failed. Govern­
ment must also realise after the experience 
of 1934 that the only solution is adequate 
drainage and irrigation of the coastlands 
unless Government has made up its mind 
to remove all civilisation into the interior, 
which is impossible. I have a sincere 
hope that the Rupununi scheme will 
materialise, ,ind if it does what is Govern. 
ment going to do? Make the people 
prosperous; give them drainage and ini­
gation here so thtLt they might reap what 
they sow, and then they will plant bananas 
o.nd other things. A spaswu<lic exploita­
tion of gold with the fluctuation of prices 
of diamonds and a dying balata industry 
cannot save this country. Those indus­
tries provide employment.fo1· ce1·tai11 8ec­
tions of �he labouring community, but 
those people are only a few, at the very 
most 20,000 or 30,000 people. l venture 
Lo assert that if the1:e was a drninage and 
irrigation scheme on the coastlands those 
coastlands would take another 8,000 
people. 

It is time that Government should know 
There is u district on the Corentyne in that there are people who feel that Govern.-
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ment has not done, and has shown no sign 
of doing what it ought to do in the inter 
est of the community and the Colony in 
general, and the reason why I took the 
opportunity to bring this motion so 
forcibly to the notice of this Council and 
Your Excellency is because I am satisfied 
that with your experience of the condi­
tions T have indicated you will be able to 
make your influence felt. I cannot cou­
ceive of Your Excellency doing otherwise 
if I have assessed you at your correct 
valuation as a person who has the welfare 
of the country at heart. It is not possible 
for you to leave these shores with the 
knowledge you possess of the resources of 
the country and the means of exploiting 
them and sit quietly and allow the country 
to drift. Ko matter what is the cost, in 
the face of this calamity Government 
would be justified in telling its creditors 
to wait, and in taking every penny from 
the productive portions and re-animating 
the unproductive portions. Are we going 
to allow the country to remain stagnant 
and sink? The time has come . when we 
should face the facts. In order to lift it 
w� have to create more debts, if not we 
have to take what we can get and try to 
get mor_e. Y ou1· Excellency will have 
earned · the gratitude of this country 
wherever you may, be if you can lend us 
your assistance and give the benefit of 
your experience to the proper quarters so 
that this may be an accomplished fact. 

l\'lr. BRA8SINGTON : r have pleasure 
in seconding the motion. Earlier in the 
session I asked a question to which I 
received a reply yesterday. I asked what 
was the amount spent on drninage and 
irrigation over a certa.in period in Dem­

. erara, Berbice and Essequebo. The ques­
' tion was:-

" What amount has been spent on Drainage 
� and Irrigation' Schemes in Demernra, Esse· 

quebo aud Berbice with the object of increasing 
the pro.dnc_tion of Hice during the last five years 
and for the 10 months ended October, 1934? Give 
each County and district separately." 

The reply given shows that $110,000 
was spent in Essequebo between 1929 and 
1934, $85,000 in Berbice and $498,000 in 
Demernra. I have often from my seat 
here urged on Government the necessity 
c,f doing something more than has been 
done in the past in connection with drain­
tL"e and inigation. I am not going to 
d�al with the County of Be1·bice because I 

do not know as much about the irriga_tion 
and drainage ·requirements there as L • do 
about Essequebo, the constituency which 
I have the honour to represent. But 1 
do say that the money that has been 
spent--and very large sums of money l.ave 
been spent on drainage and irrigation 
works throughout the Colony-has been 
misspent with the best intentions. 

The lion. Member for Berbice River has 
laid stress as I have often done in this 
Council, on what happens on sugar estates 
as compared with what happens in villages 
or districts in which the control of drainage 
and inigatiou is under Government, and 
whose schemes have been carried out by 
Government. Jn Essequebo nearly half a 
million dollars has been spent on drainage 
and irrigation. What has been the redult? 
I am not in any way blaming the present 
Director of Public Works, but [ do 
severely blame his predecessors, especially 
Mr. Pudsey whose adventures and costly 
mistakes have been to a great extent the 
cause of the present position. Mr. Pudsey 
believed that by impounding savannah 
water a supply is assured for irrigation 
needs. In Essequebo that has proved to 
be a great mistake. Mr. Pudsey and Gov­
ernment were warned by planters that 
impounding water in savannah areas would 
not give the water required when it was 
most needed, and that is in time of 
drought. It does provide a little water 
for the first few weeks of fairly severe dry 
weather. He was told by the speaker, 
among others, that what was wanted in 
Essequebo was to tap the Pomeroon rivet· 
and bring the water down. In other 
sugar and rice producing countries enor­
mous sums of money have been spent on 
inigation. I was reading some time ago 
of the enormous sums that have been spent 
in Hawaii and Honolulu in connection with 
irrigation. It is known to those Member� 
of the Council who are familiar with the 
growing of sugar -cane, that in Hawaii 9, 
10 and 11 tons of sugar have been pro­
duced from one acre. 

Professor DASH (Director of Agricul­
ture) : For two years' growth. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: Sugar planters 
in this country have got as high as 5 tons 
of sugar to the acre with a fair supply of 
water. Plns. Rose Hall, Albion, Port 
Mourant and Skeldon have not only in-
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stalled pumps to put water on the land 
but also dmiuage pumps to take the water 
oJf The water for irrigation is drawn 
from the Canje creek. There are few coun­
tries in the "·orld iu which Nat,urc has 
been so lavish in its favours in rt•ga.l'(i to 
rivers as this country, but wh,tt u,,;e are 
we making of them? So much fol' inig,t­
tion. 

As reg,.rd� drninage Government lrns an 
object lcssou on the sugar estates. ,,vhcre 
natu1 ,Ll drainage is cleficieut or 11011-exist­
cnt they have powerful pumps to take the 
water off. I "ill refer again to tl,I' County 
of Essequebo. Fifty years ago there were 
seventl drainage pumps ,Lt the uorthNn 
end of the Coast,. Is tlierl' a single ou(i 
to-clay'? Ko. ,vhat i» the result? Cou­
stant Aooding despite the huge sums of 
money that have ueen spent. "·hat is 
extraor<lina1·y to me is the ,·eply T recl'i red 
to my question rega.rcling the Hoodiug of 
Pln. Lima. It reads :-

" Tlie preseut flood couditions ha"e been re. 
lieved to a certain extent by making a cut from 
Lima iulo A\liauce. Expenditure on measures 
Lo prevent a rcc:irreuce of flood i� preclu,led 
owing to the impecunious state of the Orainnge 
District." 

The reply is mo8t illuminaLiug. IL 
might be considered amusing if it were not 
so sel'iou,;. What an admission after 
ne,11'ly luilf a million dollars has been spent 
iu Esscqucho ou drniuagc a?1d irrigation? 
'.l.'be people wel'e told tha.t they ruu�t 
expect flooding perioclica.Jly. If they are 
not flooded by rain their channels arc 
blocked and they cannot get the water off. 
In my opinion th,Lt is ,L most unsatisfac­
tory condition. I do not say it is not the 
truth, but it is most unsatisfactol'y for 
those unfortunate people who al'C living 
there to he Lolcl that they could go 011 
planting riee but Gornrnruent is not 
respousible fol' the flooding of the laud 
and is UJmble l,o l,el'P the w,Lter off. Those 
people arc euJlecl upon to pay heavy drain­
age and irrigat,io11 clwl'geR for which they 
have received 11n be1,t•At. I do not like to 
remerubel'· tlw uumbel' of years I h,Lve 
known the E,sl'quebo Coast. I was an 
overseer 38 ycal's ago and I can honestly 
say that in regard to drainage the villages, 
especially those at the northern end of the 
·Coast, are in tl,c same deplorable condi­
tion to-clay as they were 38 or 40 years
ago.

The hou. Member for Berbice Hiver 

rigl1tly asked how could the people be 
advised to go b;LCk to the land? The late 
Sir John H11rri.�on has put it in cold print 
that this Colony can produce 2,000,000 
tom; of sugn.r, and that the soils are 
extremely fertile on the coastlancls. With 
,Li 1 these a<l vantiLges, with :t uom1tiful 
a11cl unlimited supply of water fo1· it'l'i­
gation purposes, \\'e ,;houlcl not have 
,vcar after yc,H· rnports appeariug in 
the l-'n:»s. that tht' dee crop has been 
entirely destroyed, or that only haJf the 
usual crop would be reaped owing to 
the want of irrigation. 1 t is ,t sad 
comment:t1T. Until Govemment makes 
up it,,; min�\ to put dow11 il'l'ig,Ltio;1 pumps 
and drainage pu11.1ps :Lgrio.:ulture will :tlways 
Iiu1guish in this Colony. I a111 not lilam­
i11g ,wy mC'mlH'1' of 1-l1c G,),·,•1·nmL·11t sitting 
,Lrou1HI t.his tal,lr. I a111 fullv aware that 
Lhe DireeLor of })uulic "·01\s knows and 
has admitted that wlmt is required in 
Essequcbo are drainage pumps, but he tells 
me in the same breath it is not his fault 
Government cannot get the money. I say 
we cannot get the money now because Mr. 
Pudsey threw it into the sea and we have 
to suffer. I will be excused if on a motion 
which deals with the whole of the coast­
lands of the Colony I devote nearly all of 
my time in referring to the County of. Esse­
quebo. I consider th,�t Essequeto is the 
most unfortmmte mid has received the 
most inefficient service in regard to drain­
age and irrigation than any othc1· p,Lrt of 
the Colony. T know I am up against ,L 
hopeless task, but that will not daunt rue. 
I have been speakiug on the subject from 
almost the first ye,u· I was elected a Mem­
ber of this Council, but I ,Lru sorl'y to say 
tlmt it would appear that it is so much 
waste of time. 1 t will be remembered for 
,L couple of years, and you will gtlt the 
usual platitudes "vVe have no money," or 
"A scheme is being drawu up," but tbt), 
fact remains that we are iu the same posi­
tion to. day on the Esseq uebo Coast as we. 
were 40 years ago. 

Your Exeellency !,as appointed ,i Com­
mission to go into the prevailing concli­
t,iorn, on the Essequebo Coast. Sugar has 
almost disappeared. '.l.'he end of March or 
early in April will see the last canes going 
through the Hampton Court mill. I am 
sure the Commission will make valuable 
recommendations on the evidence that is 
brought before it, and any scheme� that 
are put before it, but ·Go,·ernment will be 
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blamed when Hampton Court disappears 
as a sugar estate. The final catastrophe 
tL·t H>Lmpton Court was caused by the 
flood. There can be no doubt about that. 
.It wiped out one-third of the crnp of that 
e�tate. The only other estttte in this 
Colony that has suffered in comparison 
with Hampton Court as regards damage 
done by the flood is Cane Grove. What 
happened at Hampton Court? It might be 

_ said that Hampton Court did not ha,ve its 
drninage in the 01·der in which it should 
have been, but that was not the position. 
The last nail in the coffin of Hampton 
Court was driven when the water came 
down from Dartmouth, the adjoining 
village, in which the koker had not worked 
for years, and from the adjoining estate, 
Bounty Hall. Government may say it is 
not responsible, but I say Governn:ient is 
responsible for the villages, and if Govern­
ment had heeded my w,tming, my sugges­
tions and my recommendations yea.rs ago 
we would have had those pumps there and 
H,,mpton Court would have been going to­
day. It was decided Lliat the estate would 
be c�uTied on in spite of the ditliculties of 
low prices. 

\Ye are g1·eatly indebted to Your Excel­
lency. "\,Ve bad an interview with you, 
sir, and you hiwe done.everything possible 
that a Governor could do to save 
Hampton Court and the sugiu· industry, 
and to save the people-which is most 
important of all-from starvation and a 
slow and lingering death. I am sorry to 
say that, in 1� way I am to blame because 
I was prnmisecl by the late Govemor in 
numerous iuterviews-1 have his letters­
that he was going to do something for 
Essequebo, and he has gone away without 
doing anything, and has left us in the 
state we are in. I think the hon. Member 
fot· Berbice Rivf'r has clone tL grea.t good 
to the Colony iu bringing forward his 
motion. The impo1 tu.nee of d1·ainage and 
irrigation cannot be too frequently 
brought hefore the notice of Government. 
This is an agricmltural country, cut 
inst,ead of going forward we are going 
backward, not through any fault of the 
people. I have been told that the agricul­
turnl labouret· is a lazy man. I say he is 
far from being a lazy man. The courage 
with which he has stuck to the soil in the 
face of insurmountable difficulties, in the 
faee of the apathy shown by Government, 
is commendable. He loses a crop and he 

says it is God's work. He is downhearted 
for a few weeks, but he stlil'ts again. But 
how long is he to continue in that way? 
I do hope Government will do something. 
Go,ernment will not solve the irrigation 
and drainage clHficulties of this Colony by 
spending $40,000 here and $10,000 there. 
It is so much money thrown away. If 
Government wants to get good results it 
will have to spend money. If Government 
does embark again on drninage and inigu.­
tion schemes I hope it will take the advice 
of the sugar planters of the Colony, a 
body of men who by their foresight, by 
their business ability and by their know­
ledge of the country can point to splendid 
drainage and irrigation schemes. 

I am hoping, despite 1tll the disappoint­
ments we htwe had, that something will be 
done, and I \\·ould like to hear the views 
of the Director of Public ,vorks as to 
what iB needed. I want his opinion, his 
honest opinion. He is a plain talker, itnd 
I would like to hear him say to-diiy what 
is needed and why there have been these fail­
ure$. I do not want to hear from him the 
old thing. "The people." 1 do not want to 
heiir such a hopeless 1:1tatement as the 
answer given to my questions:--

,, E�penditnM on meas11rfS tJ prevent a. 
recurrence or floods is preclndell owi11g to the 
i111pecuuio11s sLate of the Drninage District." 

What a, tenible thing for Government 
to say? It is tantamount to saying "No 
hope, no hope. You must depend upon 
God's rain and the disappearance of the 
mud banks along the coasthu1ds of the 
Colony. That is the best we can tell 
you." 

Mr. LUCKHOO: I have much pleasure 
in supporting the motion which has been 
so ably moved and seconded, and in doing 
so I do not wish to traverse the ground 
already coverer! by the two previous 
speakers. T sh,1oll content myself more or 
less with dealing with matters which are 
peculiarly within my own knowledge. 
There can be no doubt that British 
Guiana, with the wonderful potentialities 
of wealth with which generous Nature has 
endowed it, is still in the background. 
The question of dn1oinage and inigation 
has been urged upon Your Excellency's 
Government nrnny years ago. Tn fact I 
think one of the Members who repre-
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sented Berbice in 1906 brought forwat'd a 
motion with l'espect to the•· drai1mge and 
irrigation of the _coasi;lands of the Colony 
in 1912. I refer to Mr. J. P. Santos. 
Since that time there have been. pel'si�tent 
representations to· Government on this 
question, and steps have been taken by 
Government to deal in ,L measure with the 
question of drnina,ge. lu the Bel'bice dis­
trict, as 1 observe from the replies given 
yesterday, a sum of $85,000 was expended 
on the Kilmarnock--Spl'inglands dam. I 
think that figul'e include,; the empol<ler of 
what i;1 known as the Phillippe-Macedoni,L 
area. That amount was provided from 

.,J.' fmpe1'!al funds _for. the relief of unemploy-. , ment m that d1stnct. The work has been 
accomplished, but whether with satisfac­
tory results or not is a question for those 
in a .position to judge. But from the 
reports I have hea,rd it appears that there 

/ has been unnecessary exi:,enditure in con­
nection with a portion of that wo1·k. I 
think the work which has been done has 
been the means of relieving the people on 
the coastland,; within that area from the 
terrible ravages of flood during the early 

0 part of h1st year. It has clone some good,"' and the people in that locality are ve1·y 
grateful for the means 11dopted in order to 
prevent the flooding of the villages in the 
upper re,1ches of the Col'entyne . 

Government subsequently embarked on 
anothe1· scheme, the empoldering of the 
block between Phillippe and Mi.cedonia, 
comprising five estates. Some ruoney has 
been expended in draining thn,t particular 
area, but as I remarked some clays ago, the 
conditions under which those lands were 
otfel'ed for lease wel'e such as not to attract 
people to take up leases. I do 11ot know 
whether it is Government's intention to 
maintain the Kilmarnock-Springlands dam. 
There can be no doubt th,Lt that clam will 
be the basis of any future development on 
the Cor·entyne C0ast, an<l if Government 
is so well disposed towards the community 
there I think Government should nnclel'­
take the respon�ibility and liability of 
maintaining that clnm. Apart from that, 
between No. 57 and No. 7 4 we have a gootl 
m�ny Village AL1thorities who h,Lve had 
adyances from Government for the u,u-ry­
ing out of certain improvements of their 
estates, draining a11d empoldering the 
lands. If that dam is not propel'ly main­
tained I think there will be hardly any 
chance of recovering dr&inage rates from 

those people, because it is only by main­
taining that dam it is hoped that those 
people will.get the full benefit of that ini­
gation scheme, Therefore I ask Govern. 
ment seriously to consider the ,Ldvisability 
of maintaining that dam. With respect 
to the liability of those villages on their 
loans--I understand it is quite a large 
amount-they are quite willing to carry 
out their obligations, but at the same time 
they need every possible help from Govern­
ment with respect to the maintenance of 
the dam which would have the effect of 
enabling the rice industry in tha,t locnlity 
to expand, and also attract settlers. 

With respect to the Phillippe-Macedonia 
area, Government has expended a sum of 
money in getting that land drained, but 
that land is not being occupied at present, 
and is not bringing in any retum. What 
does Government intend to do with that 
at'ea? Does Government intend to lease 
the lands on the conditions advertised 
some months ago? Government is not 
going to get settlers. If those lands are 
rented at. reasonable rates, and if after a 
numbel' of years the people would be able 
to acquire them, there would be a reason­
able chance of Government establishing 
that al'ea. Unless the te1·ms induce people 
to go 011 the land there is no possibility of 
getting people to settle. Apart from that 
Government should see that facilities :i.L"e 
given the people to bl'ing out their pro­
duce. If Government is unable at the 
present time to tackle. the scheme as a 
whole, may I suggest that it be taken in 
pat't�? Government should take one vil­
bge, say Phillippe or Macedonia, and see 
whether it can make the project sufficiently 
,Lttrnctive to induce the people to settle on 
the land. Before those impossible condi­
tions were laid down people were inquiring 
from Governm,ent whPther it would give out 
those la11J:s, but as soon as the conclitious 
were laid down they kept awny from the 
movarnent, and the scheme remains at 
present as it was when it was started. If, 
the object of Govemment was to attract 
settlers, I do urge on , Go\'.ernment to 
consider t1 revision of the terms. 

\Vith regard to the othet· question of 
the Corentyne Coast, there can be no 
doubt that we have an extremely fertile 
arr.a there, and I think Mr. Douglas 
referred to it as "an extremely inte1·esting 
area" when reporting to the Empire Mai·-



807 .lfolion :!3 JANUARY, 1935. -D1·ciinage & Irrigation 808

keting Board on the question of rice. 
Government might be in a position to 
impound a quantity of water beyond 
the third depths so as to provide means 
of irrigating· the third depths without 
incurring the expense of installing a 
pumping pl:Lnt. That might be tried 
out if Government is not disposed to 
make one comprehensive scheme. I sug­
gest that the question be taken up by 
Govemment in instalments. It might be 
neces,;ary to get the opinions of people 
who are actually resident on the Coast. 
T am sure that the sugar planters in that 
dist,rict are quite eapable of managing 
theit· own affairs. In a matter of this sorL 
it- would be well for Government to consult 
and get the advice of t,hose sugar planters 
who are actually resident 011 the Cuast. I 
do not ask Government to embark on any 
wild-goose scheme, but f do ask Govern­
ment to consider any reasonable scheme 
that might be put forward by a competent 
body such as the sugar planters. I would 
urge upon Government to examine the 
matter thoroughly before embarking on 
any comprehensive scheme, and I am sure 
Government will get the assistance of the 
sugar planters in any scheme that is 
brought forwa1·d. 

I am not going to speak about other 
parts . of the Colony. I think in 1898 
there were under cultivation in the whole 
Colony only 6,000 acres of rice lands. 
According to the returns of the Director 
of Agriculture there were 72,096 acres 
unrlel' rice cultivation in 1929, 64,252 in 
1930, 78,424 in 1931, 84,783 · in 1932, 
63,524 in 1933 and 57,840 in 1934. Look 
wtmt immense strides the _industry has 
taken from 1898 to the prnsent time. 
·with a little more encouragement, better
communication with the biick lands, there
would be established in that locality 11 very
happy and prosperous peasantry. The
people are not looking to Government for
help in every possible direction. What
they ask is that Government might assist
them in a measure to undertake those
large works. If the works can he undet·­
taken by the Local Authorities from loans
under the Local Government Board Ordi­
nance then Government should give every
assistance, because there would be sufficient
safeguards. But if Govemment thinks it
should embark upon a large scheme I
think Govemment would be well adviRed
to consult those who are eapable of

expressing 1u1 oprn1on ou that point. \Ve 
have an inexhaustible supply of fresh 
water in the Canje creek. 

I do hope that no harsh measures will

be taken by Government with respcllt to 
the drainage rates in connection with the 
loc11lity, Lancaster to Kildonan, which is 
sufferi;1g from the drought. If schemes 
are carried on in that district they would 
be the means of adding to the meagre 
earnings of the pe0ple at the pn•sflnt time. 
Then Government could hope to reeover at 
le11st a part of the expenditure on those 
schemes. I lrnve approached Y ou1· Excel­
lency with respect to the Corentyne Coast, 
and you have canied out yo1Jr prnruise. 
The people are moHt grnteful for the relief 
you lmve giYen them, but I think there 
al'e other ptuts of the Corentyne which 
might be similal'ly treated, and if this 
project is carried out to its fullest there 
is no doubt Lhat the Colony will become 
the granary of the West Indies. 

I am not advocating that these schemes 
should be embarked upon in sparsely 
populated areas, but on the Col'entyne 
Coast where the population is distributed­
I think Government might consider the 
necessity of doing something. I do not 
suggest that Govel'nment should embark 
upon these schemes without regMd to the 
population. I tim asking Government 
seriously to consider the question of do­
ing such necessary works in that locality 
as would enable the people to reap their 
crops and pay off their indebtedness to 
Government. I do appeal to Government 
tlmt steps should be taken to investigate 
this matter thoroughly, and not merely 
allow it to rest in the hope that in a ye,1r 
or two it might be brought up again for 
discussion. This is an oppot·tune time, 
and I feel sure you will have earned the 
extreme gratitude of the people if steps 
are taken at once to investigate the ques­
tion and afford them every possibility 
again to extend their rice and other culti­
vations. 

DI'. SINGH: I have risen to suppot·t 
the motion. I doubt whethel' Govern­
ment will support it. Drainage and irri­
gation al'e two impot'tant subjects in this 
Colony. They are so important that they 
were taken up by the old Combined Cou1·t, 
anrl we feel they are so important to-day 
that we are also considel'ing them. For 
yeurR Government has been aware of the 
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fact that those <liRtriets-1\fahaica­
Mahaicony particularly-have had period­
ical visitations of floods and droughts. 
Government is also aware of the fact that 
several deputations have approached 
Government from those areas, but up to 
now nothing has been done. If we lrn,d 
drainage and irrigation to-day perhaps 
we would have had two very flourishing 
creeks, the Mahaica and the Mahaicony 
creeks. But what has happened? The 
mora.le of the people has been des­
troyed by the floods and droughts. 
Many have left the Colony for India, 
and many a1·e migrating to other parts 
of the countrv. T think the time is 
opportune for Government to try to under­
take drainage and irrig<1otion schemes. All 
our industries ,1.re stagnant, and if we are 
going to encournge new industries this is 
the time we should embark on drainage 
and il" L"igation works, thereby giving the 
people an impetus to start some new 
industries. 

Mr. SEAFORD : When I fit-st read this 
motion I was not sure from wha.t 
angle I should approach it because 
I was not 811rP Lh11J, when the hon. 
Member tabled it he did it in all serious­
ness, or if he wM, in one of his jocular 
moods. It is :• gigantic scheme. Two 
hon. Members have spoken on the question 
of drainage and irrigation, and therf! is no 
one who does not agree tb,tt they are 
necessities. But when I read that Govern­
ment must " raise the necessary funds for 
the immediate embarkation upon such a 
scheme" the enormity of it left me gasp­
ing. That is why I felt ih,.t the hon. 
Member could not have been quite serious 
when he ta.bled the motion. '.!.'he entire 
coastla.nds of the Colonv extend from 
Berbice to Mornwhiuma: Befonci anyone 
embarked ou a.uy drninagc 01· irrigation 
scheme it is necessarv first to a.scert,tin 
whether the lands to' be irriua.ted or 

0 

drained u.re of any vu.lue. Are we going to 
irriga.te and drain the lands and then find 
that they are of no agricultural vak.e? 
We might find that instead of economic11,l 
development it inight be ,tu uneconomical 
catastrophe, ,.nd that in no way could it 
ensure prosperity to the couutry. The 
question we have to consider in all these 
matters is whether or not it is an econo­
mic proposition. The mover of the 
motion said that Government had not pl"O· 
pounderl any measures for rlrniua.ge, etc. 

On this occasion I must point out to 
Members that Government actually has 
done something. 

The hon. Member might 1·emember that 
there was a Flood Investigation Commit­
tee which recommended cel"tain works to 
be done to relieve flooding chiefly. I 
understand that those ·recommendations 
have been submitted t:,• the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies by Government, 
and ,i reply is a.waited. It is the1'efore 
not fair to say that Government has done 
nothing in the matter. I must also admit 
that there were very large works put for. 
ward, but the Committee could not agree 
tu all those works, because in going into 
the question it was found that the cost of 
certain of those works to make the lands 
fit for cultiv,ition would far exceed the 
economic value of the lands. vVe cannot 
dive into the ocean without knowing wh,Lt 
depth there is. Even those works that 
were recommended by the Committee 
total $'128,000, and they were only for 
very small are,ts. I hesitate to attempt 
to estimate what it would cost fur the 
whole Colony. It would be millions, and 
that is only for drai1mge. On the con­
trary it would be very much better if 
instead of taking a general scheme for the 
entire coastlands, Government selected 
certain areas where population ah'eady 
exists. I have in mind a place like the 
Canals Polder, and place:; like that. 
There is good land there and population. 
The object is to try to concentrate the 
people of the Colony. You cannot take 
large areM like the Mahaica creek and the 
Mahaicony creek and expect Government 
to give them drainage and irrigittiou 
schemes. It is absolutely impossible. 
If we are going to do anything to inuease 
agricultural production we must cheapen 
the cost of prnduction 1tnd go in for in­
tensive cultivation. \Ve must get a.II the 
people closer together and as near the 
centre as possible. 

The hon. Member for Berbice Rivet· 
referred to a rPpol"t ,llld said thitt there 
was no sugar csta.t,e in the Colony without 
a pumping plant. The lion �I ember 
knows the co,mtry very well, aud has uot 
very far to go 011 the vVest Coast to find 
tba.t uoue of the estates there have pump­
ing plants. 'l'hey have natura.l drainage 
at the present rnomeut. I do nut know 
whose report the hon. �I ember wa.s re>1.d­
ing frulll. 
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Mr. ELEAZAR: Exceptions prove the 
rule. If the estates on the West Coast 
have none all the other estates ha,ve, and 
that proves the rule. 

Mr. SEAFORD : That is one of the 
legal terms. I accept the hon. Meml;ier's 
admission. I am very glad to know tli!Lt 
the sugar estiLtes are regarded in,- �he 
manner in which they are, bu_t they are 
not quite infallible. 1 am afraid there is 
no sugar estate in the Colony, or no dis­
trict iu the Colony that could cope "'ith 
the rains we had at the beginning of last 
year without being flooded. It is quite 
impossible, and no estate or no business 
would ever conside1· it economical to instal 
pumping plants to deal with such a rain­
fall. The pumps might be used once in a 
hundred years. \Ve cannot put down 
pumps to meet eve,·y emergency that might 
crop up. vVe hiwe no contrnl, and never 
will Ii.ave control over such rainfall. 

A. great poiut has also been made about
OUL' unlimited water supply and the 
wo11de1·ful and large rivers that we hiLVe, 
of which greater use could be miLde for 
irrigation purpo�es. That is co1Tect up 
to a point. The Mahaica. creek was 
referred to. It would be surprising to 
know that in dry \\'Cather the Mahaica 
creek becomes salted for a consirlernble 
distai1ce up. I can assure hou. Members 
that if there is any possibility of our get­
ting irrigation water in drought iL pump 
would have been put down for that pu1·­
pose many years ago. It is a matte1· that 
will need very great considerntion. The 
creek becomes very small in dry weather 
and gets salted. In wet weather it be­
comes a mighty river, so much so th,Lt it 
floods the land around it. It is going to 
be .a very big proposition indeed to get 
any drainage through the l\'.fahiLica creek 
unless pumps are put down, the cost of 
which we know. I doubt very much 
whether any Director of Public \Vorks­
the most brilliant man in the world pe,·­
haps--would ever recommend putting 
down large pumps in that area. I eaunot 
imagine anyone doing such a thing. 
From au engineel'ing poiut of view it be 
t:omes very simple if you consider the cost 
of installing pumps, but we have to look 
at what return we are going to get -on the 
money invested. The hon. Member for 
vYestern Essequebo referred to the ques­
�ion of-

'l'he Council adjourned fol' the luncheon 
recess. 

l\fr. SEAFORD : When the Council 
acljO)ll'lled I was a,bout to refe1· to the 
remark make by the hon. Member for 
Western Essequebo as regards the 
savannahs and the conservancies. I agree 
to this extent : that where you can tap a 
river, iLnd where you can be sure that you 
will get a supply of water which is not 
salt, it is always the correct thing to do, 
and bt.ely a sugar estate has adopted that 
principle on the West Bank in respect of 
the Camounie creek by putting down a 
pump there. Unfortunately, on the East 
and ·west Coasts we have had to flood the 
savannahR mid use the stored water 
because, unless we go to very heavy expense, 
it would not be economical. It is impos­
sible to get any other water except by 
flooding the sav,urnahs. For that reason 
the conservancies are not ,Ls good as they 
ought to be if you want proper il'l'igation. 

There w,Ls one point made by the hon. 
mover of the motion when be referred to 
the Gibrnltar pump which he said had 
cost $79,000 while the value of the whole 
property wa,s only about $5,000. That 
bears out my point that we must consider 
the value of the land and the benefit to be 
derived from it. There is another point 
which I think would have to be carefully 
considered, and that is if we propose to 
embark on this gigantic scheme we have 
to find the people to put on the land. 
'l'he hon . .Member· referred in his speech 
to the unemployment question, but I can 
assurn him, and I feel he must know, that 
at certain p"riods there is really in this 
Colony no unemployment of agriculturists. 
There is a certain amount of unemploy­
ment, but it is more among people who 
work iu stores, 1Ll'ti8a11s, ca.rpcnte,·s, 
painters and perhaps a few engineers. 
But amongst iLgriculturists there is no 
unemployment, 1111d perhaps the time will 
not be far off when I will send a telegram 
to the hon. Member asking him if he could 
sllpply agricultural labourers for various 
parts of the Colony. vVe have at times 
r,1·ied to get more people to work on 
various estates but we could not find them. 

With regard to the talk of bringing 
people into the Colony, the1·e are numbers 
of people in the West Indian Islands quite 
willing and anxious to come here because 

-
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of the unemployment question in those 
couutries. The Governor of Barbados 
visited this Colony some time ago and dis­
cussed the question with the Government, 
but when the matter was gone into very 
carefully. I think the loc:il Government 
\vas informed that Barbados had no agri­
cultural people to settle here. In the 
other islands it was found that there would 
be ti-ouble in getting people to come to 
this Colony in large numbers. I think 
that instead of going into a very expen­
sive scheme we might ask the Department 
of Agriculture to prnduce ,;ome semi­
aquatic plants, whether bananas or pine­
apples, or produce something that will 
grow in water. 

I cannot agree with the motion as it 
stands, and I am sure the wover will 
amend it because J feel that we are all in 
favour of inigation and drainage, but not 
on this huge scale. vVhat I would suggest 
is if Government proposes to do anything­
I kn,,w Government has it in mind-that 
the existing schemes should be perfected. 
vVe have schemes in the Colony to-day, but 
in the past Government has been too hap­
hazard in its policy, jumping from here to 
thern. I had no idea that Government had 
spent so much money on irrigation and 
drainage for the various part8 of the Colony. 
The hon. Member for ·western Essequebo 
said that Government had spent in Esse­
quebo something in the neighbourhood of 
$500,000. 

Mr. BRASS INGTON: That is incluJ­
ing the scheme operated by Mr. Pud8ey. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I am t·eferring to the 
money that has been spent on that. The 
schemes have been too lmphazard. The 
fir-st thin;.r is t.11 g,,t. ,u.:ce�sil:ile bn<l which 
will produce something, and in that con· 
11ection Government can get considerable 
help from the valuable report by the 
Commissioner of Lands >Lil(] Mines and the 
Deputy Director of Agriculture. Govern­
ment should concentrate 011 those lands, 
bring people in and put them on those 
lauds. Govemment cannot afford to 
embark upou huge schemes fot· a few 
people here and Lhere. vVe should co11-
centmte the people and theit· activities· 
Mid perfect the schemes which have 
already been started instead of launching 
out on a new scheme which we will never 
be able to afford, and from which we will 
never· get any results. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I rise to suppot·t 
the motion. As I understand the remarks 
made bv the hon. mover it seems to me 
that wh�t he is after is something in the 
nature of a scheme of insurance against 
loss of crops in the event of flood and 
drnught, and I feel sure that if that is the 
motive of the hon. Member he will obtain 

- t:he .,,fiupport of every Member in this
·cdqncil because, i;o far as this Colony is
concerned, we have had quite a lot of
sorrowful experience in the pa.st when
farmers after labouring on the lands have
suffered severe loss eiLhet· thrnugh flood
or drought. The occurrence of a year ago
is fresh in the mind of every Member. I
agree with some of the things the Hon.
Mr. Seaford has said but I would tell him
that as far as 1 understood the hon. mover
of the motion, it was not his intention
that Government should immediately em­
bark upon a scheme fot· the irrigation and
drainage of the entire coastlands, from
the Corenbyne to Morawhanna. vVhat I
understood him to mean was that Govem­
ment should take the scheme step by step,
beginning first of all in those areas wp.ere
this Colony ha.s suffered in the past very
severe loss, and where undoubtedly there
is a resident population. I think tbat is
the motive behind the mover of the
motion. I know that Government would
make a careful examination of the schemes
before embat·king upon them. I take it
that Government would not irrigate and
drain an are11 where there is no popula­
tion, because Government would open
itself to criticism not only by Members of
the Council but from the Secretary of
State.

I fail to see the 11lat·m the last speaker
expressed when he referred to the words
used in the moti,m. From the multitude
of opuuons expressed Government is
bound to obtain some good material to
work upon. Thet·e can be no doubt ·that
on the East Coast the question of drain­
itge is ,t vet·y serious prnblem. Perhaps
some of the drainage has been affected by
the desire to assist the sea defence works.
Some means should be devised to have the
pumps working properly if they are not.
The Hon. Mr. Seaford referred to schemes
put up to Government. I join with him
there. Lots of schemes have been put up
to Government, but we do not ·seem to
hear anything about them.

' 

Mr. SEAFORD: 1 said that schemes 
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have been put up to Government which 
have bee11 recommended by Govemment to 
the Secretary of State. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: vVe get no ful"thet·, 
but I believe so far as the local Govern­
ment is concerned it would do 1111 it ean 
to encourage the acceptance of those 
schemes. This motion, I submit, will 
strengthen the recommendations made by 
Government. I have every reason to 
believe that as the deb11te continues the 
mover himself will suggest certain amend­
ments which would probably meet the 
wishes of the entire Council. But let us 
keep this "cannot make blood out of 
stone" excuse out of it. Let us try to 
make blood out of mud ; let us have irriga­
tion and drainage. 

Mr. CANNON : At the risk of disple,1s­
ing certain Members and possibly m1y 
prospective applicant for my tieat, I am 
going to support this motiou. [ support 
it because it has been my policy, because 
thrnughout this session I have advocated 
an increase of nearly every item 011 our 
Estimates. (Laughter). Whether it is for 
District Admini�tration or for i rrigatio11 
and drainage it is goiug to have my unstiuted 
suppo1·t so long as we can get the money 
out of our fairy god-fathers in London. 
Whatever we can get I am going to take. 
'l'he day is not very far distant when we 
shall be deprived of tlmt pleasure, and I 
am going to take it while the going is 
good. I have listened very attentively to 
the mover of the motion, ,11ld I wish to 
tell him that in 1912, the then hou .. Mem­
ber for one of the Berbice seat8, l\fr. J. P. 
Santos, moved the following motion:-

" Whereas Ll1e present dcougLt ltas brou)(ht
forcibly before the public the necessity for 
proper draina.ge and irriga.tionschemes through­
out the colony ; 

Be it resolved,-That this Court recommends 
to the Government the advisability of borrowing 
a sufficient sum, which sum must be spent ex­
clusively for th.e purpose of irrigation and 
drainage areas in districte situated on Coastlands 
where there are no water conservency schemes.'' 

It will be seen that to my knowledge 
this matter has been before this House 
over 20 yea.rs a.go, and to-d,Ly we find the 
same state of affa.irs being rliscus8ed. In 
moving his motion in 1912, :Mr. :Santo;.; i8 
reported in Hansard as follows :-

" He said the attention of tbe Government 
had been drawn repeatedly to the necessity for 
irrigation and drainage schemes, 11nd that the 

present droug:ht which had unfortunately serious­
ly affected cultivation and the mining and other 
industries had forcibly emphasised the necessity. 
The Government could not ignore the fa.ct that 
had irrigation aud drainage schemes existed 
the loss in consequence of the drought 
which they had been experiencing for the past 
two or three months would not have occurred. 
Cattle were dying, there being no grass for 
them to feed on. The revenue must suffer. The 
revenue from minor industriee must decrease. 
Without the industries there conld be no busi­
ness, and without business, no revenue. He 
hoped Gori would not let the drought last three or 
four months longer, for he did not know what 
would haµpeo to the colony. He was a.fro.id 
everything woul<i be rt1iue I, The colony was 
passing through the most trying period experi­
enced since it;; acquisition. by the British Govern­
ment-." 

I say help ourselves and the Lo1·d will 
help us. The late Hon. R. G. Duncan 
said:-

" They had become so accustomed to depend­
ing on the Government that they had forgotten 
that the Lord helped those who helped them­
selves.'' 

That is probably t,he principle 011 which 
Government is to-day operating, but I 
wish to congratuhite the planters on being 
able to stem their troubles during the 
drought seasons and during the flood 
period. But if the planters a1·e able to do 
that, whv can't Government do the same 
thing fdr the other planting elements in 
the Colonv '! I think the motion is one of 
many that has been tabled on this subject, 
which should be forcibly brought to the 
notice of our fairy god-fathers on the 
othet· side. From the replies given to me 
yesterday l feel that Government has very 
lavishly spent $349,.J.74 011 the-I waut to 
s,1y useless-project of ,L bridge which 
might have been built at much less cost, 
and fat· less could lmve been spent 011 the 
ro,id thereto, I feel I can do 110 more 
than ask to be ,issociated with the 1·ema1·ks 
uf the mover of the motion. Th roughont 
this session, and session;.; in the pa�t, out· 
.Berbice friend,; h;i,ve been ,Llway,; to the 
front in putting forward the case of the 
people in Be1·bice, ably a8sociatetl with 
my friend, the hon. Melllber for ·westem 
Essequebo, who never fails to let us know 
the wimts of his constituents. I have 
much pleasure in associating myself with 
what that hon. Membet· has said. I have 
perhaps a weak spot fo1· that pa.rt of the 
Colo11y, especially now in its time of 
trouble. 

Mr. PEER BACCHU� : I also rise to 
support the motiou. I h,we be n 1·elieved 
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of a great lot because there is no dispute 
that drainage and irrigation iu-e necessary 
to the succes,.ful pursuit of agl'iculture in 
the Colony. Tt h1Ls resolved itself into 
the question whether we have lands suit­
:Lble for 11gricultural purposes. \Ve are in 
good company because we have had the 
report of Nlr. C. E. Douglas in 1930, in 
whid1, referring to Berbicf', he said :-

,, There are great stretches of land which ere 
eminently suited to first-class rice cultivation on 
an extended scale, pro,·ided that water supply
was available in case of deficient rainfall."

Th,Lt does away with the question 
whether we have lands suitable Eor agricul­
tural purposes and for growing rice. Th,:, 
next question which has bee11 raised hy 
the Hon. Mr. Seaford is whether those 
lands can be rln1ined and il'rigated at a 
cost within the means of the crops planted. 
For a moment I may examine the a1·ells 
between Bath and Eldorado in connection 
with which a scheme was submitted to and 
considered by the Flood Investigation 
Commiitee, to which the Hon. lVh. Seaford 
referred, and was rejected by thiLt Com­
mittee. I am certain that if the Com� 
mittee were aware of all the facts they 
would have adopted that scheme. That 
area. is about 30,000 acres, and the esti­
m:Lted cost of that scheme is $75,000, 
about $2.50 per acre. The entire area is 
beneficially occupied fot· cattle-grazing 
purposes and rice cultivation. \Ve know 
that as the result of the recent flood 50 
per cent. of the crop was lost, and I 
observe from the replies to the questio1ls 
by the hon. Membe1· fo1· ·western Esse­
quebo that in �\ugust the crops were com­
pletely destroyed. On the basis of the 
average yield of 20 bags of p11cli per acre 
the area would produce 220,000 bags of 
padi. The loss of 50 per cent. of that 
<:i-op would be 110,000 bags of padi which 
at 72 cenl s per bag would be wo1·th 
$79,200. That shows that in one year 
that scheme would have more than p,Li<l 
for the initial cost. 

1\fr. SEAFORD : I should like to point 
out tlmt that estimate was only for em­
polclering the land. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I had a suspi­
cion that the Committee did not have full 
information on-that scheme, and I think 
my suspicion is now confirmed. The 
scheme that has been called empoldering 
would have acted both for irrigation and 

drainage. The West Coast of Berbice is 
being flooded· by the overflowing of the 
Abary creek, and if a dam was constructed 
as 1·ecnmmended to the Committee it 
would have prevented the flooding of the 
land and served the purpose of preventing 
the water from getting back iuto the 
Abary. Following the flood there was a 
dl'Ought, and practically 75 per cent. of 
the ci·op in that district wits lost through 
the drought. Within a year, 1933-34, 
that scheme woulrl have put into cil'cula. 
tion no lesR than $200,000. Tt has been 
said that consirlerntion must also be given 
to irw1·easerl produc.:tion nwl reduced c.:ost 
Qf µrouuc�ion. The position can ouly ht> 
reruedie<l hy drni11age aud irrigation which 
would e11,1hle the pt:>ople to reap whatever 
they sow. lf they lrnppeu to lose their 
crops 0110 ye,Lr, 1mtumlly the cost of that 
crop would eventually go into the next, 
therefore it adds to the cost of p1·oduc­
ti6n. The farmers lmve suffered annually 
not less than one-third of their crnps, but 
nobody knows about their suffering be­
cause t.hey had sufficient to live upon. 

The point ·was made by the Hon. Mr. 
Se,1forrl that the 1':fah:Lica creek was salted 
far up, and that it would be impossible to 
get a supply of fresh water <luring a 
drought to irrigate the land in the 
Mahaica-Mahaicony-Abary area. V{e have 
h,1<l that experience during the last 
drought. Mention was mi1de by the hon. 
Member for llerbice River of the property 
of Mr. Isaac McLean wl1ich is within that 
area, aud that he wiLs ,1ble to save his 
crop by means of iL small pump which he 
used in the creek, and I do not think he 
saved it by using srLlt wat.er. 

On the question of cost, and whether it 
would be advisable fo,· this Colony to 
obt,Lin a further loan from the Imperial 
Government to embark upon it scheme of 
drainage and irrig,Ltion, I am aware that 
the Colonv's PubliL: Debt is over 
$22,000,000: As we all know, that money 
has been spent on unprnductive works 
which will not add one half-penny to the 
revenue of the Colony, yet we are bei11g 
called upon year after year to budget for 
interest and sinking fund and maintenance 
of those works. We budget to collect 
revenue from people whu cannot properly 
feed then.rselves. In my opinion it would 
be wiser i1nd better if we asked for ,i 

further loan so that we may embark upon 
drninage and irrigation whereby we ma.y 
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be able to increase our production and 
revenue and change the position of the 
country from its backward state into that 
of a self-supporting Colony. It is plain 
that by making a further loan we would be 
adding to the Colony's liabilities, but at 
the same time in spending a further loan 
on drainage and irl'igation we would 
immensely increase our assets and give 
further security to our 0reditors. 

Mr. WILLS : I can add hut very little 
to the debate because the subject has been 
fully treated by the Members who have 
already spoken. I think we a.re all a,greed 
that the question of drainage and irriga­
tion i8 of vital importance to this country. 
The people are agriculturally inclined, 
because although they have suffered great 
rebuffs we find them year after year tilling 
the land in the hope of reaping what they 
have sown. No one will gainsay the fact 
that the Canals Polder on the '\\Test Bank 
are thickly populated, and that the people 
there practise a.griculture as a means of 
livelihood. But they do not get very far· 
with it, the reason being that through no 
fault of their own they cannot reap wha.t 
they have sown. 'l'hat area is roughly 
about 99,000 acres, and a Committee some 
time last yerLt' recommended to Govern­
ment that the expenditure of a sum-I 
think it was ,1bout $181,000-would im­
prove the drainage conditions in that area. 
I do not know whether Government intends 
to adopt the repol't of that Committee and 
give the people in the Ca.nals Polder 
the sum of money 1·equil'ed to impl'ove 
their drainage. Several deputations have 
1�pproached Government and put thei1· 
case, pointing out that the people cannot 
continue in this manner vel'y long. It is 
a matter whieh requil'es great attention 
and should not be lightly thrnwn aside. 

As far as I can gather, Government has 
not been iLCcnsed of lmving done 11othi11g 
to improve cJrni1i.tge, but that in spending 
money on drainage Government did not 
follow the advice of me11 011 the ;;pot, those 
planters who htLVe lived thel'e and know 
the conditions. When they gave advice it 
was discarded. If Government would 
accept thi� motion when it i� 11mended r 
think a lasting benefit would be rle1·ived by 
the people of thi� Colony. I think 
the Elected Section of the Council at 
least should support the motion whole­
hearte?ly. 

Mr. WIGHT: I certainly deprecate the 
idea which is constantly impressed on th is 
Council that money given to us by way of 
loan or grant is being squandered. Th11t 
idea goes abroad through the newspapers, 
and one of these days the worm will turn 
and we may get no more money to assist 
us in ri�lieving unemployment. I am satis­
fied that most of the money is thrown 
away through the lack of proper advice to 
Government. I am speaking with very 
little knowledge of the subject, but I cer­
tainly heard what has been �aid and I am 
prepared to vote according to the views I 
appreciate a,nd agree with. People who 
manage sugar estates are ,1ble to take a 
very small acreage and build it up. I have 
in my mind Pins. Albion, Port Mo11rant, 
Springlands and Rose Hall, in respect of 
which absolutely uncultivated lands were 
taken up by those planters and made a 
perfect success. They knew what they 
were doing. Government should appoint 
a Committee and put on it men who have 
managed those estates for a long number 
of years and know more about irrigation 
and drainage than any Government Otlicial. 
But the :11.rst thing Government will do is 
to appoint as Clmirm,Ln a, Government 
Official. I have always regarded that 
policy as a very great mistake. If an 
independent outsider is appointed Chair­
man it. has a far better effect. 

The Kilmarnock scheme is a waste 
of money. It is one instance I have 
before me, and I say perfectly cle:i,rly 
tha.t it was opposed by every un­
official member of the Committee, Lut 
the Chairman persuaded the majority 
o� the members to accept the scheme. I
spoke very feelingly on the matter, and l
distinctly recollect stating t11at it was a
waste of money on land where there wa.s.
not suftieient popula.tion to work. vVe
t,Llk ,.Lbout going in for il'I'igation and
<lrni1mge on a h1i'ge scale. vVhy on earth
do we \\'ant to tiLke up new land when we
have the Essequebo Coast going from bad
to "·o l'se? It is ea.sy enough for Members
to cJiscuss the matter here and to think
the elfe<.:t is g<Jing to he mirn,culou�, but it
is coustfLnt ,1ttention and persornLl visit�
to the Co:Lst that matte1·. T had the rnis­
forLune to visit the Coast recently, and I
am in a position to say that the people
are in dire want. They are absolutely
begging and taking in one another's wash­
ing, yet we talk about bringing population
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into the Colony. Thern is population that 
could be beneficially used. All Govem­
mrnt has to do is to wipe the slate as 
regards the anears of rates and let the 
people remain on their properties instead 
of taking them away and wasting money 
on furthe1· inigation and drainage schemes. 

I heard one Member of the Council to­
day condemn l\'Ir. Pudsey, but l was asso­
ciat,ed with Essequebo a good deal at the 
time, and I was told then that he was the 
best man in the world; he did everything 
fo1· everybody and spent Government1s 
money freely. He is not here to defend 
himself, but I can tell you he did a lot of 
good work. That is what I heard in 
Essequebo at the time. 1'here is no diffi­
culty in evolving any 11ew scheme for the 
spending of money so long as the right 
people handle that money. I happened to 
be associated with ,L prope1·ty in Esse­
quebo about that time. It was consid­
ered by no less an ,1utho1·ity than the late 
Mr. H. E. iVlul'l'av to be one of the finest 
properties in the Colony, and I w,,s led 
into agreeing to a large sum of money 
being spent in order to see whether the 
Pomeroon river could be connected with 
the estate for the purpose of providing a 
regular supply of wa.ter. About $10,000 
01· $12,000 was spent on that sul'vey, but 
nothing came of it. I am satisfied tlmt 
that estate could ha.ve been a succeRs, but 
for one reason or another I am inclined to 
think that proper attention has not been 
given to it-. Money has been put into it 
to improve it but it has all gone, ancl there 
is nothing to be recovered from the ashes 
at the moment. I am satisfied that Gov­
ernment can <lo Esseciuebo a good turn by 
encouraging the people there to put their 
hinds under rice cultivation. There i,; no 
better place in the Colony foi· rice-g1·ow­
ing than Essequebo. I think it holds that 
reputation abroad, and I know the rice 
estates there can always sell their rice at 
a higher price than an·y other estate in the 
Colony on account of the quality. 

Reading through the Colonial 1't·eas­
urer's Report yesterday I looked for out­
standing assets-all the liabilities are 
there. I know I am going to be told that 
they are included in lo,u1s, but I would 
like to be supplied with a li,;t of the out­
standing debts by all the estates on the 
Essequebo Coast, even on the East Coast 
or wherever they are, to see whether they 

a1·e dealt with as recoverable. I shall at 
some other time endeavour to get the 
information. 

As the Hon. :Mr. Seaford pointed out, 
the proposal in the motion is undoubtedly 
a vel'y big p1·oposition. I do uot think \le 
are in a position to embark upon it as 
suggested in the motion, but I gathe1· that 
an amendmimt will be made to the motion, 
and when that is done I will be prepared 
to suppol't it. 

The situation in the Canals Polder is a 
thorough disgrace to Government. I think 
Your Excellency knows that I have no 
faith in Government, now, and I think the 
charges put on those lands are absolutely 
preposterous. The system of taxing the 
Mable lands is certainly the prnper thing. 
I was never in favour of the proposition 
that taxes should be paid on land that is 
absolutely of no value whatever. vVe 
have had the sea defence scheme made a 
colonial question at one time. A few 
year!'\ ago, as the result of �ome dissatisfac­
tion with regard to some work on the 
'\Vest Coast, the question cropped up and 
the planters who were very soft gave in 
a,nd allowed Government to revert to the 
system of assessment of the p1·oprietors 
of the estate5. I think they will find 
before many years that it was the greatest 
mistake they have ever made. 

I will again impress on Mewbe1·s that 
this part·ot-cry of drainage and irrigation 
!ms always been before t.he Council. It is
true that it comes from Berbice. I cer­
tainly think- if Government would go into
the matter in a mo1·e businesslike way and
consider the question of letting those
people who are willing to 1·cmain on the
Essequebo Coa�t remain on their proper­
ties and cultivate rice, the Essequebo
Coast would be very beneficial to Uovern­
ment by way of returns of taxes and
income tax. I understand that Govern­
ment has not made any effo1·t to collect
rntes clue on the Essequebo Coast. Gov­
ernment must be s,,tisfied that it is hope­
less, and is prepared to give in and let the
people star·t afresh. If Government takes
up that attitude it would make things so
much more comfortable for the people
there. At present it is very undecided,
and Government will commit itself to
nothing whatever. I have heard that
Members of the Council have gone to
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Governmertt House and discussed the sav­
ing of Plo. Hampton Court, and I r·ead in 
the newspapers that Your Excellency was 
good enough to go down there and view 
the situation yourself. It did not take 
you long to arrive at an opinion, because 
you publicly announced that. It is no 
good flogging a dead horse. I do not 
think anything will save that property, 
but if there are people who are willing to 
acquire it, let them take it over. I am 
one who will Jose hc;t,·ily. I regard it a:-; 
a loss and I would let it go. 

I appeal to Govemment to go into the 
matt.er very carefully. It is a question 
that deserves the amount of thought that 
the mover of the motion has given to it, 
and I am satisfied that if a Co1umittee of 
men who know so�ething about the sub­
ject were appointed a decent decision 
would be arrived at. The people ,tre not 
as lazy as some make out. It is a rnr y 
serious statement for me to make-it is 

· one perhaps that might cost me my seat­
but that will not prevent me from saying
it. vVe have an Education Department
on which we a1·e spending thousands of
dolh1rs, for what purpose? I cannot see
it. It would l::e better if Government gave
the Department of Agriculture a larger
vote for the purpose of acquiring a couple
of estates with the view to improving cane
cultivation, the gt·owing of rice i1nd ground
provisions, and cattle real'ing. I think
such a seherue would be more pl'Ofitable to
Govemment than what is being done with
the money at pt·esent.

Mr. ..WONG: The colonial neeessity 
indicated in the motion is such 1L well­
known and admitted one that, as the last 
speaker h,1s pointed out, it has now be­
eome a panot-cry, but that does not 
make it any the less an urgent and press­
ing problem. (Hear, hear). There are 
areas in this Colony which are entirely 
dependent upon direct, rninfoll for the cul­
tivation of crops. 'l'hat is a condition 
that should not be allowed to exist. Such 
an area, for instance, is \Vakenaam. As 
recently as last year the formers there 
lost their entire rice erop through failure 
of the rains to materialise. With the 
mighty Essequebo flowing all around it, it 
should not be beyond the wit of man to. 
devise some means by which that river 
could set·ve that island with a supply of 
fresh wate1· available for about 10 months 
in a year. 

I may refer to another dire need in 
vVake1rnam. Mau as well as land requires 
irrigation. (Laughter). In that island of 
vVi1kenaam, with the people entirely 
dependent upon direct rainfall for their 
personal requirements, we find a hopeless 
condition existing, nJI the wells there being 
met·ely holes in the gl'ound and no effort 
being made to revive their flow. 'fhat is 
no doubt a question which I shall press at 
an opportune time. 

To l'eturn to the sphere of the motion, 
I do not share the opinion expressed by 
the hon. Membel' fol' Demernr·a-Essequebo 
when he stttted th,1t he did not think Gov­
ernment would accept the motion. After 
all the motion only asks fot· fulfilment of one 
of the Govemment policies enunciated by 
the l,1te Sit· Gordon Guggisberg. At this 
stage I might also be prepi1L'ed to express 
the belief that the Hon. lVIr. Seaford has 
slightly misunderstood the nature of the 
motion. As I understand it, the mover is 
merely urging on Government that some 
comprehensive economic and engineering 
survey should be made of the coastlands 
of the Colony, that new drainage and irri­
gation schemes should be adumbrated and 
co-ordinated with e·xisting schemes, and 
that the execution of those works should 
only be proceeded with as and when 
re'luired. It is on that understanding I 
itm supporting the motion, and naturally, 
if that is the inteution of the mover, the 
first works that would be undertaken 
would be the perfection, or perhaps even 
the completion in some cases, of existing 
schemes. He has al ready indicated that· 
there is a good de,11 of urgent work of that 
description necessary to-clay. He has re­
fened to the report made by the Commit­
tee of which he was a member, which hi1s 
been forwarded to the Secretat·v of State 
fo1· consideration, and if the Hon. Mr. 
Seaford will accept the interpretation I 
am now putting on the motion I feel sure 
he will agree that its acceptance will do 
more than anyLbing else to hasten a 
favourable decision in regard to the report 
with which he was associated. 

I repeat that I do not think anyone will 
doubt that the necessity does exist here, 
and urgently exists, for a comprehensive 
scheme, not necessarily to be completed 
or even undertaken at once, but a co-ordi­
nated and comprehensive scheme of 
inigation and draina.ge. I do not think 
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there can be two opinion� on the subject, 
and the only phase of it on which there 
might be room fol' differences of opinion 
is whether the time is now opportune for 
it to be undertaken. I submit that this 
is the time when money is cheap and when 
there is considerable necessity for relief of 
unemployment. 

Major CRAIG ( Director of Public 
Works): I do not think there is very 
much 1 can say with l'egal'd to the motion. 
The subject is one that undoubtedly has 
received the attention of Government for 
some time, ,tnd its sympathy with the 
motion has been shown in the fact that 
several drainage schemes Juve been pre­
pared, and constructed; and notwithstand­
ing the fact that severnl Members have 
said they at'e failures, I contend that they 
have been undoubtedly of very gl'eat valne 
to the sections of the Coast where thev 
have been laid out. The m,tin point;, as f,;;. 
as I can see in connect;ion with auy com­
prehensive scheme, is th,Lt one has to bear 
in miucl the economic value of the hLnd 
in so far >L>l the scheme is concerned and 
design tt scheme that will be remunerative. 
The hon. move1· of the motion refet'recl to 
land which had been bought at $3 per acre 
and could not pay a pumping cl,arge of 
$2.50 pel' ac1·e for a small pumpiug plant. 
As has been said in this Council time 
and again, Government cannot con�truct 
any works at lesser cost than a pri­
vate individual, therefore if >L priv,Lte 
individmLl is clrnrged but canuot pay 
$2.50 per acre for il'rigating his land, 
it is certain that the in<liviclual who 
requires the water under 1L Government 
scheme could not p1Ly a highel' rate. I 
mention this because of the necessity for 
a close examination of any sche01e that 
might, be put up in order t-o arrive at the 
econo01ic value of the land and the conse­
quent cost of such drninage or irrigation 
scheme. 

To pi·epare a scheme as suggested hero 
would require a co01prehensi ve survey of 
the whole of the coastlands, so that the 
existing sehemes should be co-ordinated as 
the last speaker mentioned. It was that 
which was in the mind of Sir Gonion 
Guggisberg when he �uggested bringing 
out Royal Engineers to irw.ke a survey. 
\Vhethei· we-are in a position to meet the 
cost of that. survey I am not prepal'ed to 
say, but it \l;ould be a considerable cost, 

and it would take a considerable period of 
time. There is no doubt whateve1· that 
some such scheme is required, both drain­
age and irrigation, but the whole thing 
boils clown to the point whethe1· the land 
is worth it. I have said before that it is 
impossible to make water run up a hill, 
and that is the position we are in this 
Colony; the coastlands are fiat, and it is 
essential for any successful drainage and 
irrigation to have pumps. 

THE PRESIDENT : Before asking the 
hon. Member to reply to the debate I 
would like, if the Council will bear with 
me fo1· a few minutes, to take the oppot·­
tunity of dealing with the subject which 
has been one of very great intel'est to me 
since I have been in the Colony. I would 
like to review-I may not have another 
opportunity of doing so-this pal'ticular 
phase of the Colony's necessities. To do 
so it will be neces;,a1·y for me to go back 
to the condition which the Colony was in 
say 10 or 15 years ago. I have made a 
close examination of the difficulties of this 
Colony with regat'd to i·ecla.ruation works 
dul'ing the last fe)" years-and by reclama­
tion works I mean Sea Defences, Coast,al 
Drainage, Pure '\Vater Supply and wol'ks 
of that natul'e. 

Some years a$o the necessity for the 
construction of sea defences bec,Lme a 
matter of great urgency. The construc­
tion of sea defences, as we all know, des­
trnyecl naturnl drainage. That in its turn 
necessitated in lll>Jiny instanees the putting 
down of pum1Jiug plants, although even 
before that pumping phLnts we.re in use in 
a nu111ber of cases in particular districts. 
Then we had, as has been pointed out by 
the mover of the motion, the question of 
riltcrnate droughts and floods. It has been 
my misfortune, 1:>erlmps -although I nm 
very glad to lrnve peeu· liere, on two such 
occasions-I carqe to the Colony just 
tLftei· the grent �lrought of 1926, ttr1d J 
was hel'e last year during the flood. I 
can only hope that in future the Colony 
will not, for many years at all events, have 
to contend with two cJ.isasters of that 
nature. But the neeessity for meeting 
that cll'ought and abo, to a ce1·ttLin extent, 
irrigation gave us an al'tesian well pro­
grnmme. That, after going through 
various difficulties and vicissitudes, which 
unfortunately most schemes in this Colony 
are destined to lmve to go through, has 
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now beeu reduced, I think, to ,t basis 
which can be regarded as economical. It 
is no good, I think, going back to the mis­
takes which have been made in the past, 
and which we now know were mistakes. 
In that connection I am sure the hon. 

.ME>mber for vVestern Essequebo will for­
give me if I defend Mr. Pudsey. I hap­
pened to be here just before he left the 
Colony, 1111d was naturally very intere8ted 
in the scheme:; on which he was engaged 
when I ,�nived. It was evideut that Mr. 
Pudsey was not altogether to blame fot· 
the mi!:itakeR which were made in respect 
to coastal drainage. A very urgent neces­
sity for coastal drninage had arisen owing 
to the construction of sea defences which 
destroyed the natural drainage, and Mr. 
Pudsey was pressed not only by the Mem­
bers of the Combined Court but also by 
the Administration at the time, to push 
ahead as fast as he could with those 
coastal drainage schemes. I do not think, 
if he was here now, he would refuse to 
admit that he was not given sutucient 
time to study each individual problem. 
The scheme was thrown at hi:s head, and 
he was told to carry it out. I think I 
must defend hiw to that extent. ,,ve 
know that as regard8 coa.stal draina.ge, 
pumps were put down where they were not 
reqL1ircd. 

Hon . .\'I embers have advocated seeking 
the advice of the people of the Colony. 
That, I must. say, was one of the first 
things that struck me when I came to the 
Colony-how few of those people in the 
Colony who really could give Government 
advice were ever brought into consultation 
with Government in regard to matters of 
considerable importance, As an indica­
tion that I realised that very soon afte1· 
my arrival here, I may mention that, in 
November, 1928, I wrote a Memorandum 
advocating the formation of a Sea Defence 
Board, and my main argument in favour 
of tlmt Board was that on that Boat·d 
would be those in the Colony who were 
mainly concerned with the question of sea 
defences and knew the conditions of the 
Colony very much better than those people 
who we1·e brought to the Colony on tern. 
porary appointments. I also suggested 
at the same time that the same Board 
should interest itself in coastal drainage 
and irrigation, because the three condi-• 
tions which the coastal belt of the 
Colony has mainly to contend with 

are the pl'Oblews of sea defence, drainage 
and irrigation. .After a period of five ot· 
six years we have succeeded in getting a 
Sea Defence Board established, charged 
with the control of sea defences, and I do 
not think any member of that Board, or 
any Member of this Cc>uncil, in spite of 
what the hon. Member for Georgetown 
Ceutral has just said with regard to mak­
ing .sea defences a "Colonial Question," 
would wish to revert to the old condition 
uf things. I would just throw it out as a 
suggestion for the future, that this Council 
should consider the desirability of placing 
upon that Board the duty of considering 
such questions its coastal drainage and 
irrigation. The members of the Board 
are quite capable of doing it. The men 
who form the Board are daily connected 
with the problems of drainage anr:l iniga­
tiou, and I submit that it is the Board 
whose duty it should be mainly to advise 
Government on those matters. In doing 
that, Govemrnent would be giving effect to 
one of the opinions always expl'essed hern, 
that Government �hould consult the people 
of the Colony more closely in matters 
concerning them. 

I will deal with the particular schemes 
which have been referred to later, but here 
I would like to refer to the question of the 
economic value of land raised by the Hon. 
Mr. Seaford. It is perfectly true that in 
considering any scheme of drainage 01· 
irrigation, or whatever it may be, the 
economic value of land must be considered, 
but het·e T want to sound a note of warn­
ing, and it is this : that those considering 
this question should not slavishly consider 
the economic value of the land. In the 
case of what are purely reclamation 
schemes, that is to protect or improve 
property ah·ead�• existing, it is, l think, 
an aJ,uitted :Lxin111 that the hnd, or the 
people owning it, should pay something 
towards the ca.pit.ti cost of those schemes. 
But there is a slight difterence between 
those schemes and schemes of pure develop­
ment,. Where it is pure development the 
people of the Colony as a whole benefit 
because of the production of wealth which 
cau be deri veJ from land which is put 
under cultivation and c,m produce wealth. 
I therefore draw, perhaps, a subtle but 
a distinct difference between works that 
are reclamation works and those which 
al'e pm·ely development works. And 
het·e we come back to the old questioo 
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whethe1· a scheme should be ,L "Colonial 
Questiou" or not. I maintain that wo1·ks 
of pure developmeut should be a "Colonial 
Question," but w01·ks of reclamation to 
defend ca.pita) already invested cannot be 
iegarded as" Colonial Questions," although 
the taxpayer should and does contribute 
considembly towards the capital cost. 
Therefore, when we come to the economic 
value of land, it can pay the Colony to 
lo�e money by leasing suitable land upon 
whic\1 people cau be established, wipe off 
the capital cost altogether and simply lay 
it <lown as a principle that the annual 
revenue that should be derived from that 
land should be sufficient to maintain those 
wo1·ks which were constructed, as regtuds 
capital, at the cost of the Colony. 

Now I come to the recommendations 
of the Flood Investigation Committee 
which have been referred to. I may say 
that the recommendations of that Com­
mittee ha.ve been very carefully consid­
ered by Governmeut. Unfo1·tunately, the 
consideratiou took a l011ger period than 
I hoped, and it was not until the eat'iy part 
of this month that I was able to send a 
despatch to the Seci-etary uf State recom­
mending the adoption of the recommenda­
tions of that Committee and asking that 
this Government might be pennitt�d to 
add to the loan which is already to be 
i-aised for the construction of the sea
defences at Nog Eeus, a sum of $500,000
to give effect to the schemes which have
been recommended bv the Flood Investi­
gation Committee. · The Committee did
not see its way to recommend all the
schemes that were put forward, but it has
recommended some. Some of them have
been refenP.d to this afternoon, anti it is
not neces�•tt-y for me to refer to them in
.wy detail. It h:Ls been stated, and I have
told the Secretary of State so perfectly
frank\v, that in all these schemes it cannot
be expected that the land, or the people
who will go on the land which has been
deve.!oped, will be able, in 1Lny way, to pay
back any part of the capital cost, and that
all Government has to be satisfied with
is that the people in whose areas
these schemes are being put down will
unde1·take to tax therusel ves. to the
extent df meeting the annual maintenance
cost of these works. I do not think I
uee<l go ove1· again wha.t I have said, but I
want it clearly and distinctly understood
that this policy, which Government has

accepted in connection with the schemes 
of irrigation and drninage and flood relief 
10easu1·es put up by the Committee, and I 
think this Council should accept it from 
now onwards, is that in all cases of pure 
development schemes, no part of the capi­
t11l cost should be charged against the land 
which ha.s been developed. It is quite 
evident that the protection of that land 
may not be an economic proposition, but 
there is always wha.t is very often termed 
an invisible benefit to Government by hav­
ing people occupying and producing wealth 
from la.ncl, and thus creating other busi­
ness. It is perfectly obvious to any busi­
ness man that it is very much better to 
have large areas of land occupied and pro­
ducing wealth, even if the wealth produced 
cannot repay the capital cost of producing 
it, but can pay t,he cost of maintenance. 
'l.'he fact that some wealth is being pro . 
duced from that land does return to Gov­
ernment and the taxpayers of the Colony 
some invisible benefit. It cannot be 
allocated to that particular work 01· 
scheme, but it comes back to Government 
in the spending power of the people who 
al"e making a living on that land. On this 
question of economic value we do not want 
too slavishly to consider in any scheme 
put forward whether it is actually econo­
mic on a purely business basis. I think 
it will be found, in this Colony at all 
events, that there are very few schemes put 
forward which could be shown on a com­
me1·cial ba,sis to be economical, but the 
people of the Colony who a1·e going to pay 
i11ternst and sinking fund on the loan for 
development wust cleady understand that• 
they will be sadrlled with the capital cost 
of those schemes. 

I would like to 1·efer to the remarks 
made by the hon. Member for Berbice 
River about the necessity for progressive 
schemes. That is, I think, the first essen­
tial and what he had in mind, and I think 
he is prepa.red to amend his motion a 
little in that connection. What we really 
wa11t in this Colony are prog1;essive 
schemes. I entirely a:.g1·ee with the Hon. 
Mr. Seaford that we should complete 
th'ose schemes we have akeady in exist­
ence, and in quite a numbet· of cases, if tlie 
recommendations of the Flood Investiga­
tion Committee are adopted, that would 
be done, especially in the Canals Polder 
and one or two other places. The schemes 
must be progressive. 
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The hon .. Member for Eastern Berbice 
(Mr. Luckhoo) referred to the Kilmar­
nock-Springlands scheme, and to the 
necessity of maintaining the dam impound­
ing that large a1·ea. That matter is now 
receiving the consideration of Government. 
Unfortunately, on that scheme $85,000 
has been spent, and I think it would be 
almost criminal to allow that money to be 
wasted just for the sake of a few thous,tnd 
dolla1:s which are required to mainbin 
that dam. I have put the matter to the 
Secretary of State with estimates of wlrnt 
it would be necessary for this Council to 
vote each year to maintain that dam, and 
:i,lso to cany out the suggestion which has 
now been made to make use of that land, 
that is to begin in the Phillipe-Macedonia 
block, starting from the back lands ,Lt 
Phillipe and working eastw,trd, developing 
the next block and so on progl'essively. If 
the money that has been spent is to be 
saved it is essentiitl thitt the diLm should 
be maintained, ,Lnd I have approached the 
Secretary of State in that conneetion I 
hope a reply will be received won, and 
this Council will be approached with a 
view to voting a sum of money for the 
maintenance of that dam. 

The hon. Member for Western Bel'bice 
(Mr. Peer Baechus) has refened to the 
Bath-Eldorado scheme. Personally, I was 
rather disappointed when I found tlrnt the 
Flood lnvestig,Ltion Committee had not 
recommended that scheme, beeause it has 
been often referred to, and it is a mrLttel' I 
have personally gone into. I commend it 
to the Council as one which might be e»r­
.ried out later on a progressive basis, and 
I think this Colony can now-I think the 
operations of this last year rather indieate 
it that, unless some ciLt»strophe h,Lppens, 
01· anothel' world slump takes phLce, thi8 
Colony can well afford to borrow each 
year a moderate sum of money for develop­
ment schemes. It is obvious that the 
Colony has to do so because, if it has to 
repay the capital eost and annual intere,;t 
on loans of very considerable Hums for 
reclamation works, which are not repro­
ductive in any way, the Colony must have 
development works which will be repro­
ductive so as to produce the money or 
wealth with which to meet tho,;e schemes 
which are not reproductive. l think the 
Colony has anived at the time when it 
should seriously consider development 
schemes. 

I d0 not think there is anything more 
I ca,n say with regard to this motion, but 
T would like to congratulate the hon. 
Member on the moderate way in which he 
presented it to the Council, and for the 
very intere8ting debate it has produced. 
I am glad to have had this opportunity, 
which may not occur again before I leave 
the Colony, to give expression to my own 
views on this vel'y important matter, mid 
I would suggest that the policy indieated, 
by the form,Ltion oE the Sea Defence 
Boal'd, should be adopted not only for 
coastal drninage and irrigatiou but in 
other direetious, that wherever advice is 
required by Government the people oE the 
Colony who are closely connected with 
any scheme Government might be under­
taking at the time should be brought into 
it. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I th,Lllk Your Excel­
leney for yuur very helpful remal'ks, and 
,Lt least for relieving the anxiety of myself, 
the Couneil and the community by your 
statement that thel'e is something to be 
done in the direction indicated by the 
motion. Y out" Excellency has certainly 
saved me the trouble of going ove1· some 
of the remarks made by the Hon. Mr. 
Seaford. Your Excellency has exploded 
his theory and I hope he will take it in 
good part. In carrying 011 a Government 
there is such ,L thing as public utility-not 
always economy. vVe must not always 
expect to get tL penny for every penny we 
spend. I do not think recrimination has 
evel' added anything to the council of men, 
and therefore I do not wish to remind the 
hon. lYiemher that the country as it stands 
to-day, in spite of irrigation and dra,inage, 
is practically the outcome of a very apathe­
tic Government with whom the planting 
frnternity had great influence, and that 
the hon. Member's position to-clay is 
exactly what his predecessors' was 100 or 
50 years ago. The late Hon. R. G. Duncan 
sa,id : " He,wen helps those who help 
themselves," ,Lnd the pla,nters' view in 
those days was: " vVe have our own drain­
age and irrigation schemes ; why should 
we be taxed to help those people?" The 
estates were ,1lways well drnined and irri­
gated, and the neighbouring villages always 
inundated or scol'ehed. Those clays are 
piLst, and I am ;mrprised that the hon. 
M.ember-;;till has that kind of thing in his 
head. 

Ml'. SEAFORD : I ,1m objectiug to that 
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statement. The l10n. Me mber is entirely 
wrong. To-day he will find some of the 
villages better drained than the estates. I 
would like to know where the money is 
coming from to do what is suggested in 
the motion. I object to money being 
broadcast without a proper scheme, and 
without knowing whether we are going to 
get any return from it. 

.ML ELEAZAR: The hon. Member 
made a remark that there w,is no place that 
was not flooded during the flood last year. 
There I join issue \\"ith him and tell him 
that he must be far behind the time if he 
does not know that Buxton drained 
Lusignan during the flood when that vil­
lage itself was not flooded. I do not know 
how the hon. Member got the idea into 
his head that I suggested that Govon1-
ment should embark upon iL scheme of 
drainage and irrigation where there was 
no necessity for it. My motion was in­
tended to convey to the Council that 
Government might 8ee its way to have 
irrigation and drainage where there is 
population, and where conditions warrant 
the scheme. In fact it is a physical 
impossibility to-have one drainage scheme 
from the Corentyne to the Pomeroon. I 
know that in 1927 the Government was 
not afraid to embark on it 2½ million 
dollar art-esian well-boring scheme, and 
only a very infinitesimal portion of tlia.t 
money has been spent, and in most of the 
places to no benefit at all. Only 11 few 
wells wel'e attempted, ,incl only ,t few 
succeeded. Most of the wells have failed, 
and not through faulty constrnction. I 
understand that the l'eason for the failure 
is due to the fact that there are not suffi­
cient underground riverR to be found in a 
country where there is so much water on 
the surface. My view is that we have 
quite enough water on the surface in all 
the rivet·s to warnint irrigation schemes 
being provided by tapping the water from 
the rivers and creeks. 

.Mr. ·woNG: Surely the speake1· should 
be corrected with regat·<l to his idea of the 
cause of the failure of artesian wells. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : If nine or ten wells 
are out of commission there must be tL 
reason fot· it. I am not propounding any 
proposition of my own. The reason I 
have stated is what has been given as the 
excuse for their failure. 

THE PRESIDENT : The hon. Member 
will find a very inte1·esting resume in the 
Colonial Secretary's Office, which will give 
him the whole story. 

.Mr. ELEAZAR : I must thank the hon. 
Nominated Member fo1· his contribution 
to the debate beciiuse if there are no 
champions there would be no fights. If it 
is found that the Kilmarnock scheme has 
been started on incorrect lines, then, of 
course, it is JJO use perfecting such a 
scheme. It would be better to turn back 
and �t,Lrt afresh, but by all means do 
something. Again I have to thank Gov­
ernment f,,r its kind consideration, and 
with the consent of my seconder I have 
amended my motion to read thus:-

THAT prngressive schemes of Drainage and 
Irrigation for the entire coastlands of the Colony 
are essenLially necessary for economic develop. 
ment ancl the relief of unemployment and also to 
ensure the prn8perity of the country; and this 
Uouncil respectfully requests Government to 
obtain the approval of tile Secretary of State for 
the Colonies to rs ise the necessary funds for 
the immediate embarkation upon such schemes, 

THE PRESIDENT: Perhaps the hon. 
Member will withdraw his original motion 
and substitute the amended motion. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I do so with the con­
sent of my seconder. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON seconded. 

Motion agreed to. 

CAP'!'. F AWCE'l'T PENSION BILL.

Mr. lVlcDA VID (Colonial Treasurer) : 
I beg to move that "A Bill to make pro­
vision for granting a pension for Citpt. A. 
Fawcett, Banclmastet· of the British Guiana 
.Militia ]3ancl" be read the first time. 

Mr. :VI ULLIN seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the first time. 

Trrn PRESIDENT: There is some 
little urgency ahout the Bill, which has 
been before the Council on a previous 
occasion and adopted, but owing to some 
technicality it was not allowed. I think 
it should go through in order to enable 
Capt. Fawcett to receive his pension, and 
I think hon. Members will agree that the 
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Standing Rules and Orders 11hould be 
suspended. 

Mr. Mc DA YID : I move that the 
Standing Rules and Orders be suspended 
to enable the Bill to be taken through its 
remaining stages. 

Mr. MULLIN seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Mr. McDAVID : I move that the Bill 
be now read the second time. As Your 
Excellency has indicated, the Bill is being 
re-introduced into the Council. 1t was 
passed as an Ordimmce some time in 1931 
but repealed when Capt. Fawcett entered 
into an agreement with the Government to 
continue his employment on different 
terms. He has now retired finally from 
the Colony, and it is necessary to re-intro­
duce the Bill. Capt. Fawcett ha8 not 
served for the number of years necessary 
to enable him to be awarded a pension 
under the Militia Ot·dinance. The pe1·iod 
is 21 years; he has only served about 10 

years. The Bill is an exact reproduction 
of the Ordinance. 

Mr. CANNON : With your p�rmission, 
sir, I would like to second it. The officer 
is deserving of it. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the second time. 

The Council resolved itself into Com­
mittee to consiider the Bill chtUi!tJ bv 
clause. '· 

The Bill passed the Committee stage 
without amendment. 

The Council resumed. 

Mr. Mc DAVID: I move that the Bill 
be now read the third time. 

Question "That this Bill be now read it 

third time and passed " put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the third time. 

The Council adjoumed until Tue�day, -
29th January, at l l o'clock. 


