


























173 H.M. the Queen’s

[Mr. Gajraj]

hoo, on this most important matter.
There is not very much more I can add
to the eloquent speeches that have been
made, but I do wish to say that to my
way of thinking the excuse which has
been thrown out for refusing to send
our delegates is one that has been used
to cover up something else which is felt
by the Members of the Government
Party. If we would but look back to the
Hansard Report of the first business
session of the House of Assembly we
would see there that it was left to the
Members of the Minority Group of that
House to move a resolution thanking
Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen
for the message sent on the opening of
our Legislature. Such should have been
the function of the Government of this
Colony, the Majority Party of the House,
but they sat silently on that occasion and
allowed His Honour the Speaker to make
the suggestion which fell upon their deaf
ears. When we think of that, and see
what has been done on this occasion
when the Legislature of Jamaica has
referred to the proposed visit of Her
Majesty the Queen as being epoch-mak-
ing, we must realize that the people
placed in charge of the government of
this country seemed certainly and with-
out any doubt preparedto cast an insult
to Her Gracious Majesty the Queen. We
can only feel that there is some great
connection between the two acts.

As the hon. Member, Mr. Luckhoo,
said, if they swore loyalty to Her:
Majesty but a short while ago and have
changed that and no longer consider
themselves loyal, then they should corae
out in the open and tell the people of the
country exactly what they feel. It is no
use their cloaking under this Oath of
Allegiance in order to maintain the
stranglehold they hope to have upon this
whole country of ours. We must, I think,
in this Council by our deliberations and
by our frank statements cause them to
come out in the open and say exactly
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what they feel. It is a duty we owe to
the people of this country. We are also
part of this country, and this country
does not owe a duty only to the Major.
ity Party of the House of Assembly
who are the Government. We must,
raost strongly and vigorously, protest
against acts by the Government which
only serve to besmirch the fair name of
our country. We have to make our liv-
ing here and we hope to make this coun-
try a better place for our children, so
that we must not permit our seemingly
ineffectual voice to cause us to remain
far behind. We must express our views
whenever the opportunity arises, and
express them boldly and frankly, because
only by so doing will we be able tobring
back to a proper sense of balance people
who seem to think they can do whatever
they wish at this particular time in the
history of our country.

I do feel that this State Counecil
must make a very firm decision. We
must let the Governor know that we are
resolved that representatives should be
sent to Jamaica from the Legislature of
this country. As to how the cost of
passages should be met is a matter we
could discuss a little later. I am not go-
ing to move a motion, but if it is the
will of the Council Your Honour will
convey it to Iis Excellency the Gov-
nor. We cannot allow the fair name ot
Dritish Guiana to be besmirched by
people who have no regard for the
Throne.

My. Macnie: I wish to associate my-
self with the remarks made by the pre-
vious speakers, but before I speak on the
general question I wish to deal with two
points for the purpose of record. I have
in my hand a copy of a letter which was
ciwculated before the last meeting, frem
ihe clerk of the Legislative of Jamaica,
in which it ds clear that the invitation
has been extended by the President of
the Legislative Council of that Colony
and by the Speaker of the House of
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Representatives of that Colony. Second-
ly, the invitation is extended to the
Legislature of British Guiana which
comprises two bodies, and two represen-
tatives of the Legislature have been
invited. That means that the represen-
tatives could either be one from each of
the two bodies which make up the Legis-
lature, or both could be chosen from one
of those bodies. As I read it there is
nothing to show that there should be one
representative from each body. There-
fore Ithink it is open to either body, if
the other does not desire to send a rep-
resentative, to select the two represen-
tatives. Incidentally I think it should
be noted that the House of Assembly has
not discussed the matter, and I will deal
with one aspect of that later. It is
however significant that the House of
Assembly has not discussed the matter
although it has had ample opportunity
to do so, long before this Council had.
The Members of the House of Assembly
have not discussed it but we have done
so and expressed our views unanimously.
There was no opposition, Sir, to your
motion urging that the Government pro-
vide the funds necessary to cover travel-
ling and subsistence for the delegates.
So it is still open to this Council, if the
House of Assembly does not want to
send anybody, or even to discuss it, to
send the two representatives.

Reference has been made to the
‘cost of the passages, and I think we
should be accurate. If people are talk-
ing about economy let us give them
credit for all the dollars we can find.
it is not correct to say that all the
money required is for return passages.
That, to my knowledge, is not the case.
More money than that is required. I
think the hon. Member, Mr. Luckhoo,
gave us the figure $524.90 as the cost
of return passages for each person, but
even though the two representatives and
their wives are to be the guests of the
Government of Jamaica for four days,
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as stated in the invitation, they will
surely have to stay longer than that,
which will involve some additional ex-
penditure. Let us be fair to the
Leader of the House of Assembly and
say that the expenditure would prob-
ably be to the tune of something like
$1,000 per person, and let us give him
credit for saying that the Colony can-
not find $4,000.

I regard the announcement made
by the Leader of the House of Assem-
bly, the Leader of the Government of
the day, as one of the most deplorable
decisions ever made in this Colony. I
will not go over the ground which has
been so ably and fully covered by those
who have spoken, but what is even more
deplorable is that the Leader of the
House of Assembly and the Government
did not have the courage to give the
true reason for not wanting to send
representatives to Jamaica. He did not
have the courage to say that it is be-
cause he, and a good many of his col-
leagues, do mot believe in the Throne or
anything connected with it. All this
talk about the Colony not being able to
afford it is cowardice. It is just that
he has not the courage to say what is
the truth, because I have heard from
his own lips that he and some of his
colleagues have no use for the Throne.

And, Sir, what is the value of the
Oath? Where is the sanctity of the
Oath? The taking of the Oath by cer-
tain Members of the House of Assem-
bly is a mere expedient. An absolute
expedient, and they know it. They
know it. I challenge them to
deny it. Standing up and holding
the Bible in one hand is accepted
toward an end. They have not
got the courage to speak the facts.
They attach no value whatever to the
Oath of Allegiance. I am not saying this
of the whole House of Assembly or the
whole of the Majority Party or repre-
sentatives of the Majority Party sitting


















87 tetal Discrimination
dis Grace the Avchbishaop]

“The Conference is convinced that dis=
crimination between men on the grounds
of race alone is inconsistent with the
principles of Christ's religion. We urge that
in every land men of every race should
be encouraged to develop in accordance
with their abilities; and that this involves
fairness of opportunity in trades and pro-
fessions, in facilities for travelling and in
the provision of housing, in education at
;f;rll stages, and in sehemes of soclal wel~
are. . .

I would like further to state, Sir, that
this same resolution was adopted by
‘the Synod of the Church of the West
Indies in 1949 and now stands as an
official proncuncement of the Church
in this Provinee,

With regard to the particular is-
.sue under diseussion, Sir, 1 would
gpare you all the embarrassment I can,
but 1 must speak frankly. I feel
very deeply—as I am sure hon. Mem-
bers of this Couneil will do also—he-
cause the persons involved are friem
-of mine. You, Sir, and your wife have
been friends of mine for some sixteen
vears; and I feel it all the more deep-
ly because you are President of this
honourable Council and a colleague of
mine in the Legislature. But, I assure
-you, Sir, T would feel it none the lesg
strongly if the incident had occurred
in connection with any other human
being -~ whether Guianese or of any
other nationality of the world—for no
man should be so treated. The iromny
.of the situation was that you, 8Sir,
‘were actually on your way to receive
from the hand of your Sovereign the
aceolade of Knighthood, an honoar
which the Queen saw fit to confer upon
‘you, While you were good enou
to receive that honour from the Sov-
ereign you were, apparently, not good
enough to be received by =ome small
commercial undertaking in one of the
smallest of Her Majesty’s dependen-

les. .

STATE COUNCGIL

in Bermuda 3

Sir, this discrimination hbetween
men on the ground of race or colour or
nationality is a horrible thing! It must
be a legacy of some long, barbaric,
pagan past. It is unconscionably slow
in dying. It is something that persists

and persists to the disgrace of the
civilized world. Of course, Si it will
never o out entirely until m  every-

where come to believe in the [ather-
hood of God, because the hrotherhood
of an makes no sense except in rela-

tion to the Fatherhood of God, And
one wonders how those who let fall
from their lips the first two irds of

the Lord’s Prayer, “Our Fatner” can

ever forget they are all ¢ch ren of
one Family.”
Sir, before I sit down I 7e just

one or two words more to say on this
general subject, and in commending
this resoluticn to the Council. When I
hear of incidents like these, whether
1 know the people involved in them or
not, I feel a very deep emotion of anger
swelling up within my bosom; and it
ig not that quick kind of anger that
comes out in 4 man and quickly eva.
porates. It is a deep, burning, smould-
ering fire of anger which cannot easily
be quenched. That is how I feel today,
and whenever T hear of incidents of
this kind these smouldering fires are
again fanned into a white heat, and I
feel that I ean do anything to hit this
horrible thing, and hit it hard. For
those who suffer such insults I have
great pity and profound admiration. 1
sympathize with them for the wounds
they have suffered and have so brave-
ly tried to conceal. They must be very
hurtful wounds. I admire them for their
fortitude and their longsuffering. 1
wonder if I suffered such treatment as
that whether I could maintain such
poise and dignity; and whether 1 could
be so charitable to some of those who
mete out treatment in that way. Apart
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to safeguard Members when they are
travelling.

n

1 : President: Yes, that will be
done. T will now put the question in
terms of the motion.

Motion carried unanimously.
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The President : The Council is
adjouyned sine die but if there should
be any urgent business—if for example
a reply is received from His Excellency
with respect to the meil’s Resolu-
tion regarding the remuneration of
Members of this Council-—I should ask
Members to meet at short notice, and I

hope they will agree to do =o.





