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TH.IRD PARLIAMEN:T OF G UYANA 

f IRST SESSION; 

1973 - 1974 

MINUTES of the fcoceedings of the 43rd Sitting of the �ational 
Assembly held in the Parliament Chamber at the Public 
Buildings, Georgetown, Demerara, 

AT 2.00 P.M. 

ONI 

vJEDNESDAY, 9th CG";OBER, 1974 

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

Speaker 

His Honour the Speaker, Mr. Sase N:arain, J.P. 

Members of the Government - People's N:s,1tiops,1l Congress (50) 

Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister (2} 

The Honourable L.F.S. Burnham, O.E., S.C., Prime Minister (Absent) 
Dr. the Honourable P.A. Reid, DeJ1(Uty Pri.r.i'3 t<inister and Minister 

of National Development 

Senior Ministers (8) 

The Hcnourable H.D. Hoyte, S.C., Minister of Economic Development 
The Honourable S.S. Ramphal, S.C., Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

Justice (Abs,.�t) 
The Honourable H. Green, Minister of Co-operatives and N.ational 

Mobilisation 
The Honourable H.O. Jack, Minister of Energy and Natural Resources 
The Honourable F.E. Hope, Minister of Finance (Absent) 
The Honourable S.S. Naraine, A.A.,Minister of Works and Housing 
The Honourable G.A. King, Minister of Trade and Consumer Protection 
The Honourable G.B. Kennard, C.C.H., Minister of Agriculture 

Ministers (5) 

The Honourable W.G. Carrington, Minister of Labour (Absent) 
The Honourable Miss S.M. Field-Ridley, Minister of Information 

and Culture (Absent) 
The Honourable B. Ramsaroop, Minister of Parliamentary Affairs 

and Leader of the House 
# The Honourable Miss C.L. Baird, Minister of Education and Social 

Devolopmcnt (Absent) 
# Dr. the Honourable U.M.R. Harper, JJinister of Health (Absent) 

Ministers cf. Stato_...tlQ.) 

The Honourable M. Kasim, A.A., Minister of State fnr Agr.icult1..1�a 
The Honourable O.E. Clarke, Minister of State - Regional (East 

Berbice/Corcntyne) 
The Honourable P. Duncan, J.P., Minister of State - Regional 

(Rupununi) 
The �onourable C.A. Nascimento, Minister of State, Office of the 

Prime Minister 

# �on elected Minister 
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The lrilonourable M. Zaheeruddeen, J.P., Minister of State - Regional 

(Essequibo Coast/West Demerara) 
The Honourabie K.B. Bancroft, Minister of State - Regional 

(Mazaruni/Potaro)(Absent-on�leave) 
# The Honourable C.V. Mingo, Minister of State for Home �ffairs 
# The Honourable W. Haynes, Minister of State for Consumer 

Protectio� (Absent) 
# The Honourable A. Salim, Minister of State - Regional {East 

Demerara/West toast Berbice) 
# The Honourable F.U.A. Carmichael, Minister of State - Regional 

{N.orth West),Absent) 

Parliamentary Secretaries (7) 

Mrr. J.R. Thomas, Parliamentary Secr�tary, Ministry of Works and 
Housing (Absent) 

Mr. C.E. Wrights, J.P., Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Works 
and Housing (Absent-on leave) 

Miss M.M. Ackman, Parliamentary Secretary, Office of the Prime 
Minister,and Government Chief Whip 

Mr. E.L. Ambrose, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture 
Mr. S. Prashad, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Co-operatives 

and NBtional Mobilisation 
Mr. J.P. Chowritmootoo, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 

Education and Social Development (Absent) 
Mr. R.H.O. Corbin, Parliamentary Secretary, Office of the Prime 

Minister (Absent) 

Deputy Speaker (1) 

Mr. R.C. Van Sluytman, Deputy Speaker (Absent) 

Other Members (17) 

Mr. J.N. Aaron 
Mrs. L.M. Branco 
Mr. M. Corrica 
Mr. E.H.A. fowier 
Miss J. Gill 
Mr. W. lttur...,

.-:ain 
Miss S. Jaiserrisingh {Absent) 
Mr. K.M.E. Jonas (Absent) v

Mr. M. Nissar 
Dr. L.E. Ramsahoye 
Mr. J.G. Ramson 
Mrs. P.A. Rayman (Absent) 
Mr. E.M. Stoby, J.r. {Absent} 
Mr. S.H. Sukhu, M.S., J.P. 
Mr. C. Sukul, J.P. 
Mr. H.A. Taylor 
Mrs. L.E. Willems 

Members of -the DQposition - Liberator Party (2) 

Mr. M.f. Singh, Leader of the Opposition 
Mrs·. E. DaSilva; 

OFFICERS 

Mr. F.A. N.arain, Clerk of the National Assembly 
Mr. M.B. Henry, AMBIM, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly 

f>RAYEi<S 

The Clerk read Prayers� 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 

Leave 

His Honour the Speaker announced that leave had been granted 
to Mr. Bancroft and Mr. Wrights for that day's sitting� 

PRESENTATIO� OF PAPERS AND REPORTS, ETC. 

(i) By the Speaker:

Report of the Ombudsman for the year ended 
31st December, 1970. 

(Circulated) 

(2) By the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
National Development, on behalf of the 
Prime Minister 

Report on the Operations of the Guyana Credit 
Corporation for the year ended 30th June,1973. 

(GSC: 3/8/l)(Circulated) 

(3) By the Minister of Economic Development.op behalf of the

Minister of finance: 

Loan Agreement {Tapakuma Irrigation Project) 
between Guyana and International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development dated June 25,1974 
(Loan �umber 1016 GUA) 

(4/2/5/6)(Circulated) 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

Presentation and first Reading 

(1) _NEW AMSTERDAM TOWN COUNCIL (AP1'i�AISEMENT) BILL 1974 -
Bill �o. 32/1974 published 7

1
10,74

The �inister of Co-operatives and National Mobilisatiun, on 
behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill which was 
read the first time: 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE

MAKING OF AP��AISEMENTS IN THE TOWN OF 
NEW AMSTE,�DAM PURSUANT TO THE CONTINUANCE 
IN OPERATION OF CERTAIN P110VISIONS OF THE 
N.EW AMSTERDAM TOWN COUNCIL ORDINANCE. 

(2) DENTAL P�ACTITIUNERS- (TEMPL�ARY �EGIST�ATlUN) BILL 1974 -

Rill No. 33/1974 published 7.10
1

74

The Minister of Ca-operatives and National Mobilisation, on 
behalf of the Minister of Health, presented the following Bill 
which was re3d the first time: 

A BILL intitu1ad AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 
fEMPORA�Y REGISTRATIUN or· C'ErtTAIN PERSONS 
P�ACTISING DENTISTRY� 

( 3) STAMP DUTIES ( MANAGEMENT) ( AMENDMENT) BILL .IU4
Bill �o, 3411974 published 7.10,74 

The Minister of Economic Development, on behalf of the Minister
of Finance, presented the following Bill which was read the fi=st time: 

A BILL in.tituled AN ACT TO AMEND THE STAMP 
DUTIES (MANAGEMENT) ACT. 
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PUBLIC BUSINESS 

BILLS - Second and Third Readings 

ITEM l - UNIFICATION CHURCH (INCO�PD�ATION) BILL 1974 - Bill Ng. 25/1974 
published 3,B.74 1 10,8174 and 1718174

Mr. Ramson moved and the Parliamentary Secretary,Dffice of the 
Prime Ministe� and Government Chief Whip seconded the second reading of 
the following Private Bill : 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO INCORPCRATE THE 
UNIFICATION CHURCH. 

The motion was put and carried� 

The Bill was read a second time and was, thereafter, taken 
through its remaining stages and passed as printed. 

ITEM 2 - LOCAL AUTHORITIES (POSTPONEMENT LF ELECTIONS) (AMENDMENT) 
BILL 1974 - Bill No. 3(¥1974 published 2119114 

The Minister of State for Home Affairs, on behalf of the 
Prime Minister, moved the second reading of the follGwing Billl

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO AMEND THE LOCAL 

AUTHORITIES (POSTPONEMENT OF ELECTILNS) 
ACT 1972. 

The Leader of the Opposition spoke to the motion. 

Thereafter, the Minister of State for Home Affairs replied. 

The motion was then ·pµt and carried. 

The Bill was read a second time 3nd was, thereafter, taken 
through its remaining stages and passed as printed. 

ITEM 3 - PUBLIC HEALTH (SCHOCL CHILDREN) IMMUNlSAT ILN BILL 1974 
Bill �a. 29/1974 publsihed 21. 9. 74 

The Ministe�·of Co-operatives and �ati-0nal Mobilisation• on 
behalf of the Minist·er of Heal th moved the second reading of the f�low­
ing Dill: 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TC MAKE PRUVISILN FUR 
THE IMMUNifiATILN LlF PERSCNS SEEKING ENTRY 
INTO SCHUGLS AND DAY-CARE CENT�E� AGAINST 
CERTAIN CGMMUNICABLE DISEASES, AND FOR 
OTHER PU;-lP[;SES CIJNNECTED THEREWITlif1-

Mrs Ila Silva spoke to the motion. 

Thereafter, the Minister of Co-operatives and National 

Mobilisation replied. 

The motion was then put and carried, 

The Bill �as read a second time. 

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to  consider the 
Bill clause by clause. 

In Committee 

Clause 1 was passed as printed. 
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Clause 2- The following amendment by the Minister of 
Co-operatives and National Mobilisation was put 
and carried. 

Substitution of the word "persons" for the word 
"children" in the definition of school. 

Clause 2 was then passed as amended. 

Clauses 3 to 8 were passed as printed. 

The Schedule was passed as printed. 

Assembly resumed. 

On a motion by the Minister of Co-operatives and National 
Mcbilisaticn, the Bill was read the �hird time �nd passed as amended 
in Cammi ttee. 

ITEM 4 - DEBENTURES {SPECIAL P:lCVISIUNS) BILL 1974 - Bill No. 27/1974 
published 19.8

1
74 

In accordance with article 80 (2) of the Constitution the 
Minister of Economic Development, on behalf of the Minister of Finance, 
signified Cabinet's recommendation and moved the second reading of the 
following Bill: 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO MAKE rROVISILlN 
FLR THE ISSUE.Gt DEBENTURES BY THE STATE 
IN SATISFACT!t1N WHLLLY UR PAHTLY (,f THE 
PURCHASE PRICE Gf PROPEdTY ACQUIRED BY 
THE STATE BY f lUdCHASE. 

Mrs. Da Silva spoke to the motion. 

Thereafter, the Minister of Economic Development replied. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

The Bill was read a second time and wgs, thereafter, take� 
through its remaining stages and passed as printed. 

ITEM 5 - LEGAL ?nACTITl°"ERS {AMENDMENT) BILL 1974 - Bill No. 28/1974 
published 9.9.74 

The Minister of Energy and Natural Resources, on behalf of 
tho Minister of foreign Affairs and Justice, moved the second 
reading cf the following Bill: 

replied. 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TC AMEND THE LEGAL 
P1lACTITILNERS ACT AND TL p;h)V!DE Fl1 R 
INCIDENTAL MATTERS. 

The Leader of the Opposition spoke to the motion. 

Thereafter, the Minister of Energy and Natural Resources 

The motion was then put and carried. 

The Bill was road a second time and was. ther8after, taken 
through its remaining stag�s and passed as printed. 
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MLTION: 

ITEM 6 - CuNT,lACT BETWEEN GUYANA TIMBER EXPO,n n&ARD AND IRAQI 
PORTS ADMINISTRATiuN FLR THE SALE uf GREENHEART 

The Minister of Economic Development, on behalf of the 
Minister of Finance, moved the following motion: 

WHEREAS a contract has been negotiated between 
the Guyana Timber Export Board and the Iraqi Ports 
Administration for the sale by the Board of a 
quantity of greenheart to the Administration at a 
purchase price of US$1.01S.780.00; 

AND WHEREAS under the said contr,ct the Board 
is required to provide the Administration with a 
Guarantee securing, in the event of the failure of 
the Board to carry out its obligations under the 
contr.3ct, the refund by the Board of advance payments 
made by the administration under the contract which 
will amount to ninety per cent �f the purchase price: 

�ow THE�EFLRE, BE IT RES�LVED: 

That this National Assembly do 
authorise the Government of Guyana to effect 
the guarantee in favour of the Iraqi Ports 
Administration as is required under the 
contract negotiated between the Guyan.a Tir.iber

Export Board and the Administration. 

The Leader of the Opposition and the Minister of Energy 
and Natural Resources spoke to the 'lll'Ction. 

Thereafter, the motion was put and carried. 

ADJi1URNMENT, 

At 3.45 p.m., on a motion by the Minister of Parliamentary 
Affairs and Leader of the House, the Assembly was adjourned to a 
date to be fixed. 

PARLIAMENT GFFICE, 
Public Buildings, 
Georgetown. 
15th October� 1974 


