
THIRD PARLIAMENT Of GUYANA 
-·· 

FIRST SESS IOc-JI 

1973 - 1974

MiNUTES of the Proc�edings of the 48th Sitting of the N�tional 
Assembly held in the Parliament Chamber at the Public 
Buildings, Georgetown, Demerara, 

AT 2.00 P.M. 

ON 

MONDAY, 9TH DECEMBER, 1974 

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

Speaker 

Hiis Honour the Speaker, Mr. Sase N.arain, J.P. 

Members of the Government - People's National Congress (50) 

Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister (2) 

The Honourable L.F.S. Burnham, O.E., S.C., Prime Minister (Absent) 
Dr. the Honourable P,A. Reid, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 

of Natinnal_ Devel.opment 

Senior Ministers (8) 

The Honourabie H.O. Hoyte, s.c., Minister of· Economic .Development
# The Honourable S.S. Ramphal, S.C., Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

Justice (Absent) 
# The honourable H. Green, Minister of Co-operatives and National 

Mobilisation 
# The Honourable H.O. Jack, Minister of Energy and Natural Resources 
# The Honourable F.E. Hope, Minister of Finance 
# The Honourable S.S. N-araine, A.A., Minister of Works and Housing 
# The Honourable G.A. King, Minister of Trade and Consumer Protection 

(Absent- on leave) 
# The Honourable G.B. Kennard, C.C.H., Minister of Agriculture 

Ministers ( 5} 

The Honourable W.G. Carrington Minister of Labour

The Honourable Miss S.M. Field-Ridley, Minister of Information 
and Culture 

Tha Honourable B. Ramsaroop, Minister of Parliamentary Affairs 
and Leader of the Hause 

# The Honourable Miss C.L. Baird,- Minister of Education and Social. 
Davelopment 

#Dr. the Honourable O.M.R. Harper, Minister of Health 

Ministers of State (10) 

The Honourable M. Kasim, A.A., Minister of State for Agriculture 

The Honourable O.E.. Clar.ke, Minister of State - Regional {East 
Berbice/Corentyne) 

The Honourable P. Duncan, J.P., Minister of .State - Regional 
(Rupununi) (Absent) 

The Honourable C.A. Nascimento, Minister of State, Office of the 
Prime Minister (Absent) 

# N-0n elected Minister 



2. 

The Honourable M. Zaheerudden, J.P., Minister of State - Regional 
(Essequibo Coast/West Demerara) 

The Honourable K.B. Bancroft, Minister of State - Regional 
(Mazaruni/Potaro) 

# The Honourable C.V. Mingo, Minister of State for Home Affairs 
# The Honourable W. Haynes, Minister of State for Consumer · 

Protection (Absent) 
# The Honourable A. Salim, Minister of State - Regional (East 

Demerara/West Coast Berbice) 
# The Honourable f.LI.A. Carmichael, Minister of State - Regional 

(North West) 

Par1iamentary Secretaries (7) 

Mr. J.R. Thomas, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Works 
and Housing 

Mr. C�E. Wrights, J.P., Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 
Works and Housing 

Miss M.M. Ackman, Parliamentary Secretary, Office of the 
Prime Minister, and Government Chief Whip 

Mr. E.L. Ambrose, Parliamentary tecretary, Ministry of Agriculture 
Mr. S. Prashad, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Co-operatives 

and National Mobilisation 
Mr. J.P. Chowritmootoo, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 

Education and Social Development 
Mr. R.H.O. Corbin, Parliamentary Secretary, Office of the Prime 

Minis�er (Absent-on leave) 

Deputy Speaker (1) 

Mi. R.C. Van Sluytman, Deputy Speaker 

Other Members (17) 

Mr. J.N. Aaron 
Mrs. L.M. Branco 
Mr. M. Corrica 
Mr. E.H.A. Fowler 
Miss J. Gill 
Mr. W. Hussain 
Miss S. Jaiserrisingh 
Mr. K.M.E. Jonas (Absent) J 

Mr. M. Nissar 
Dr. L.E. Ramsahoye (Absent) 
Mr. J.G. Ramson 
Mrs. P.A. Rayman 
Mr. E.M. Stoby, J.P. 
Mr. Sukhu, M.S., J.P. 
Mr. C. Sukul, J.P. 
Mr. H.A. Taylor 
Mrs. L.E. Willems 

Members of the Opposition - Liberator Party (2) 

Mr. M.F. Singh, Leader of the Opposition 
Mrs. E. Da Silva J

OFFICERS 

Mr. F.A. Narain, Clerk of the National Assembly 
Mr. M.B. Henry, AMBIM, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly 

PRAYERS 

The Clerk read Prayers. 

# Non elected Minister 



ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 

Leave 

His Honour the Speaker announced that leave had been 
granted to -

(a) Mr. King from 8th to 23rd December, 1974 and
(b) Mr. Corbin for that day's sitting.

PRE�ENTATION OF PAPErtS AND REPORTS, ETC. 

(l) By the Minister of Finance:

(a) Estimates of the Revenues and Expenditure
of Guyana for the financial year 197�. 

(b) Consumption Tax (Amendment) Order 1974
(No. 142), made under section 4 of the 
Consumption Tax Act, Chapter 80:02, on 
the 31st of October, 1974, and published 
in the Gazette on the 9th of November, 
1974. 

(F.669)(tirculated) 

(2) By the Minister of Works and Housing;

British Postal Orders (Amendment) Regulations 
1974 (No. 15), made under section 97 of the 
Post and Telegraph Act, Chapter 47:01, on 
the 28th of October, 1974, and published in 
the Gazette on the 2nd November, 1974. 

(AD: 29/3/1 !!)(Circulated) 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

Presentation and First Reading 

POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANK(DISSDLUTION) BILL 1974 -
Bill No. 38/1974 

The Minister of Finance, on behalf of the Government, 
presented the following Bill which was r£ad the first time: 

MOTION 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TD PROVIDE FOR 
THE DISSOLUTION OF THE POST OFFICE 
SAVINGS BANK AND FOR MATTERS CONNECTED 
THEREWiiH. 

PUBLIC BUSINESS 

�PPROVAL OF THE ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE FOR 1975 

In accordance with article 80(2) of the Constitution, the 
Minister of Finance signified that Cabinet had recommended that the 
Assembly should proceed upon the motion for the approval of the 
estimates of expenditure for the financial year 1975, tot�lling 
$458,687,527, net of appropriation-i�id, and e"cluding 
572�501,451, which is charJeable by law. (See Appendix). / 

3.



4. 

The Minister of Finance then moved the motion and nad 

the Budget Speech. 

The motion was then proposed. 

Thereafter, the Minister of Finance named Thursday, 

12th December, 1974, as the day for the resumption of r�P. 

debate on the motion. 

ADJOURNEMENT 

At 3.55 p.m., on a motion by the Minister of 

Parliamentary Affairs and Leader of the House, the Assembly 

was adjourned to 2.00 p.m. on Thursday, 12th December, 1974. 

PARLIAMENT OFFICE, 

Publfc Buildings, 

Georg�town. 

11th December, 1974. 

Speaker 





Division 
No. 

(Capital) 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 

VI 

VII 

VIII 

IX 

Head 
No. 

(Current) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

ii. 

Office of the President 

President 

Supreme Court of Judicature 

Mng:Lstrates 

Judiciary 

Parliament Office 

Parliament 

Audit 

Ombu.clsman 

7 Public and Police Service 
Ccmmissions 

8 Pub�.:!.c F:-0secutions 

Oth0r Services not under 
Mintcterial Control 

9 Office o� the Prime Minister 
and Cabinet 

10 Gt1yana D3fer..ce Force 

Capital 
$ 

... 

31,000 

Prir.:e Minister 13,301,000 

11 rt,:�_:'i 0 try cf Parliamentnry 

12 

13 

Ministry of Parliamentary 
Affr,�_::,:,s 

Minjst�y of Public 
Corp�:-atir:1s 

Min:i.str:/ c-f Public 
Corporat.Lons 

Publj_c 2'�rvice Ministry 

Publ:i.c 80rvice Ministry 

14 Mir:·:;, '.;:ry r. f Foreign 
Affairs 

15 

Minis-!:ry cf Foreign 
Affai:.·s 

Attorney Generr.l 

3,756,650 

665,300 

AMOUNT 
Current 

s 

121,328 

824,536 

1,130,677 

197,471 

721,623 

29,605 

774,020 

188,661 

1,502,550 

17,193,725 

20,872 

17,530 

570,592 

7,954,556 

431,309 

iii/, 







• 

viii. 

Division Head AMOUNT 
No. No. Capital Current 

(Capital) (Current) $ $ 

72 Ministry of Labour and 
Social Security 817,729 

73 Ministry of Labour and 
Social Security -
Employment Exchange 
Service 105,466 

74 Ministry of Labour and 
Social Security -
Social Assistance 4,768,534 

XXX Ministry of Labour and 
Social Security 16,500 

75 Ministry of Trade and 
Consumer Protection 14,556,946 

XXXI Ministry of Trade and 
Consumer Protection 

76 Ministry of Finance 4,091,640 

77 Ministry of Finance 
- Accountant General 2,801,693 

78 Ministry of Finance 
- Customs and Excise 2,787,174 

79 Ministry of Finance 
- Inland Revenue 3,516,354 

80 Ministry of Finance 
- Post Office Savings

Bank 100,514 

81 Ministry of Finance 
- Pensions and Gratu.i-

ties 2,133,015 

82 Ministry of Finance 
- Public Debt 322,232 

83 Ministry of Finance 
- Revision of Wages,

Salaries and Related
Payments 20,ioo 

XXXII Ministry of Finance 30,720,000 

TOTAL - 227,326,740 231,360,787 


