
T:URD PARLIAi1ENT OF GUYANA 

FJRST s�ss ION 

1973 - 1975 

T'IINUTES of the Proceedings of the 85th Sitting  of the National 
Assembly held in the Parliament Chamber at the Public 
Buildings, Georgetmm, Dem erara, 

AT 2.00 P.H. 

ON 

THURSDAY, 18TH DECEIIBER, 1975 

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

Speaker 

Cde. Sase Na rain, J. :!? • , Speaker 

Members of the Government - Poople Is National Congress (SO) 

Prime Minister and DeJ?uty Prime Minister (2)

Cde. L.F.S . Burnhrun, O.E., S.C., Prime Hinister 
Cele. P.A. Rsid, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of national 

Developmant 

Senior Ministers (9) 

H.D . Hoyte, S.C., Minister of Economic DevelopmentCde. 
# Cde. 
# Cde. 
# Cdo. 
# Cde. 
;1 Cde. 
//: Cde. 
# Cele. 
# Cde. 

H. Green, !linister of Co-opGrati ves and National Mobilisation
H.O. Jack, Jv'tlnister of Enargy and Natural Resources (Absent)
F.E. Hope, Minister of Finmce

S.S. Naraine, A •• 'I.., Minister of Works and Housing (Absent)
G.A. King, Minister of Trade and Consumer Protection
G.B. Kennard, C.C.H., Uinister of Agriculture
C.L. Baird, Hinister of Education and Social Devolopment (Absent)
F.R. �Jills, S.C., Minister of Foreign Affairs and Justice

Ministers ..(5) 

Cde. W.G. Carrington, Minist er of Labour 
Cde. S .M. Field-Ridley, Minist8r of Information n.nd Cult ure 
Cde. B. &unsaroop, Minister of Pnrlinmmtary Affairs and Leader 

of the House 
# Cde. O.M.R . Harper, Hinister of Heal th (Absent) 
# Cde. C. V. Mingo, Minister of Home Affairs 

Ministers of State (9) 

Cde. M. Kasim, A.A., Minister of State for Agricult ure 
Cde. O.E. Clarke, Minister of State - Regional (East Bcrbice/ 

CoreL1tyne) 
Cde. P. Duncan, J.P., Minister of State - Regional (R upununi) 
Cde. C • ./\.. Nascimento, Minister of State, Off'ice of the Prime Minister 
Cde. M. Zahoeruddean, J.P., Minister of State - Regional (Essequibo 

Coo.st/West Demcro.ra) 
Cde. IC.B. Bo.ncroft, Minister of State - Regional (Mazaruni/Potaro 

# Cde. W. Haynes, Minister of State for Con sumer Protection (Absent) 
# Cde. A. Salim, Minister of State - Regionnl (East Domeraro./\ofost 

Const Borbicc) (Absent) 
II Cde. F. U .A. Cnrmichncl, I1inister of State - Regional (North ·west) 

# Non elected Minister 



Par linmantnry Secretar ies (8) 

Cde. J .R. Thorrns, Pnrli!'.mentnry Secretary, I1inist ry of Wc.tional 
Developm:3 nt 

Cr.le. C.E. Wriehts, J.P., Pnrlic'.rmmtr.ry Secretary, l1inistry of 
Works a.nd Housing 

c--ie. n.:·1. /,.ckman, Pnrliam,.mto.ry Secretary, Office of the Prime 
rlinist2r, o.nd Government Chief 1foip 

Cde. E.L. Ambrose, Parlinm.:;ntc.ry Secretary, l'finistry of Agriculture 
Cde. S. Pro.sh-id, P:",.rliar.ientary Secretc.ry, llinistry of Co-o�ro.tives 

and Nntionnl i'fobilisn.tion 
CJe. J.P. Chowritmootoo, furli.1.mentnry Secr0tnry, l'linistry of 

Educntion �nd Social Dev,loom�nt 
Cde. R.H.O. Corbin, P:--.rlio.mentnry Secretary, Office of the Prime 

Minisfar 
Cele. M. Corrica, Pnrlio.mcn tary Secretary, Ministry of Uorks nrrl 

Housing 

Deputy Speaker (1)

Cde. R. C, Vnn Sluytman_, Deputy Sp.Jnkcr 

Other M3mbcrs (16)

Cde. J .N. Aaron 
Cde. L.11. Brnnco 
Cie. E.H.11.. Fowler 
Cde. J. Gill 
Cde. 1:J. Hussain 
Cc.e. s. Jaiserrisingh 
Cde. K.l'I.E. Jr:mns 
Cde. Mo Nissar 
CJe. L.E. namsnhoye 
Cc1.e. J.G. Rnmson 
Cde. P.L. Rnymnn 
Cele. �-�1. Stoby, J • P. 
Cde. S.H. Suldm, n. s., J.P. 
Cde. c. Sukul, J.P. 
Cd.e. H.A. Taylor 
Cde. L.E. T,JilldffiS 

Members of the Opposition - Liberator Party (2) 

Mr. H.F. Sinr,h, Leader of the Opposition 
Mrs. E. Do. Silva 

OFFICERS 

Clerk of the National Assembly (F ./ •• No.rain) 
Dtiputy Clerk of the No.ti ')n.'.11 Assembly (M.B. H,mry, AM13IH) 

ffil'. Y.ERS 

The Clor k rend Prayers. 

ANNOUNCE!'filNTS BY THE SP.Z .• ��-.:.:R 

Congratulations to the H:i.nister of Trade and Consumer Protection 

The Speaker, on behalf of M0mbers and hims3lf congratulated 
the !1inister of Trade and Consumer Protection on his ela ct ion as 
Chairmn.."1 of the African, Cnribbenn and Pncific Conference. 

fl Hon elected Hinistar 

2.



PUBLIC BUSINESS 

BILIS - Second and Third Readings 

ITEM 1 - RENT CONTROL (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) (AMENDMENT) BILL i9
Bill No. 3 1 blished 1 .12.7 

The Minister of Eccnomic Development, on behalf of the Minister 
of Works and Housing, moved the second rending of tra following Bill: 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO 11MEND THE RENT 
CONTROL (SFECThL FROVISIONS) ACT 1974. 

Mrs. Dn Silvn spoke to the motion. 

Thereafter, the Minister of Economic Development replied. 

The motion wns then put and carried. 

The Bill wns read a second time and was, thereafter, taken 
through its rennining stages and passed as printed. 

ITEM 2 - CONSTITUTION ¥1.
�

MENT) BILL 1975 - Bill No. 34/1975
puolisnea 10. 2.7 

The Minister of Foreign Aff�irs and Justice moved the second 
reading of the following Bill: 

A BIL L intituled AN ACT TO ALTER THE CONSTITUTION 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 73 THEREOF AND TO 
EFFECT AMENDmNTS TO THE ACQUISITION OF LJ\NDS 
FOR PUBLIC PT..m.POSt;;s ACT. 

The Leader of the Opposition spoke to the motion. 

Thereafter, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Justice replied. 

The motion was then put and carried on tho following division: 

FOR AGAINST 

Cde. Willems Mrs. Da ,Silva 
Cde. Taylor Mr •• Singh 
Cde. Sukul 
Cde. Sukhu 
Cde. Stoby 
Cde. Rayman

Cde. Ramson 
C<i.e. Rnmsahoyu 
C-:le. Nissar 
Cde. Jonas 
Cie. Jaiscrrisingh 
Cde. Hussain 
Cde. Gill 
Cde. Fowler 
Cde. Branco 
Cde. Aaron 
Cde. Van Sluytman 
Cde. Corrica. 
Cde. Corbin 
Cde. Chowritmootoo 
Cr:!e. Prashad 
C le. Ambrose 
Cde. Ackman 
Cda. Wrights 
Cde. Thomas 

-

C
F{l�: 25 2 

3.



4. 

FOR AGAINST 

Brought Fonmrd: 25 2 

Cde. Bancroft 
Cde. Znheeruddeon 
Cde. Na.scimento 
Cde. Duncan 
Cde. Clarke 
Cde. Ka.sim 
Cle. Rrunsa.roop 
Cde. Field-Ridley 
Cde. Carrington 
Cde. Hoyte 
Cde. Reid 
Cde. Burnham 

__ ,.,..._ 

37 2 

The Bill was rend a second time. 

Assembly resolv�d itself into Committee to considor the Bill 
clause by clause. 

In Committee 

Clause 1 was passed as printed 

FOR 

Cde. Willems 
Cde. Taylor 
Cde. Sukul 
Cde. Sukhu 
Cde. Stoby 
Cde. Rayman 
Cde. Ramson 
CJe. Ramsa.hoye 
Cde. Nissar 
Cde. JOilll.S 

Cde. Jaiserrisingh 
Cde. Hussain 
Cde. Gill 
Cde. Fowler 
Cie. Branoo 
Cde. Aaron 
Cde. Van Sluytmo.n 
Cde. Corrica 
Cde. Corbin 
Cde. Chowritmootoo 
Cde. Prashad 
C de. Ambrose 
Cde. Ackman 
'Cde. Wrights 
Cde. Thomns 
Cde. :&incrof't 
Cde. Zaheeruddeen 
Cde. Nascimento 
Cele. Duncan 
Cde. Clnrke 
Cde. Ka.sim 
Cde. Ramsaroop 
Cde. Field-Ridley 
Cc_o. Carrington 
Cde. Hoyte 
Cde. Reid 
Cde. Burnham 

31 

on the following division: 

AGAilmT 
----

Urs;, De Silva 
Mr. Singh 

2 



5. 

Clause 2 wr:.s passed as ryrintJd on the follouin3 division:

Cie. 
Cde. 
C-le. 
Cde. 
Cde. 
Cd.8. 
Cde. 
Cde. 
Cd,3. 
Cdo. 
Cde. 
Cde. 
Cde. 
Cde. 
Cde. 
Cde. 
Cie. 
C·!e. 
Cde. 
Cde. 
Cde. 
C 1o. 
Cde. 
Cde. 
Cde. 
Cde. 
Cle. 
C-le. 
C-::l.c. 
Cde. 
Cde. 
Clo. 
c,1 e. 
Cde. 
Cle. 
Cue. 
Cde. 

FOR 

:Tillems 
Taylor 
Sukul 
Sukhu 
Staby 
Ra.ymnn 

Ramson 
Ibmsnhoye 
Nissar 
J,ma.s 
Jniserrisingh 
Hussain 
Gill 
Fowler 
Branco 
Aaron 
V a.n Sluytm..'1.n 
Cor:-ica 
C,:,rbin 
Chnwritm0otoo 
Pro.shad 
Ambrose 
!.ckmn.n 
1.frights 
Thomas 
Bancroft 
Z.'.lheeruddeen 
N11scimento 
Duncan 
Cl.'.lrke 
Ka.sin 
I?.amsaroop 
Field-Ridley 
Carrington 
Hoyte 
R...:id 
Burnham 

37 

AGAINST 

Hrs. Da Silvo. 
Mr. Sincsh 

2 

Clause 3 wa.s passed as printed on the following division: 

FOR AGAINST 

C(le. Willems Mrs. Do. Silva 
Cle. T�ylor Mr. Singh 
Cde. Sukul 
Cde. Sukhu 
Cde. Stoby 
Cc.le. Rnyman 
Cde. R.'.lmson 
C':le. Rnmsnhoye 
c,1e. Nissar 
C·lc. Jonas 
Cdo. Jaiscrrisingh 
Cde. Hllssa.in 
Cde. Gill 
Cde. Fowler 
Cde. Branco

C·.10. Aaron 
Cle. Van Sluytma.n 

Carri.ad Forward: 17 2 



Brought Forward: 

Cie. 
Cd0. 
Cde. 
Cie. 
Cde. 
C::ie� 
Cde. 
Cde. 
c�1e. 

Cde. 
Cde. 
CrJe. 

Cde. 
Cde, 
Crle. 
Cri0. 
C-le. 
Cda. 
Cde. 
Cde. 

6. 

FOO 

17 

Corricn 
Corbin 
Ch'.)Writmootoo 
Prashad 
Ambrose 
Ackman 
Wri6hts 
Thomns 
Bancroft 
Za...'1·.Jcruddeen 
Nascim8nto 
Dunco.n 
Clarke 
Knsim 
Ramsaroop 
Ffold-Ilidlcy 
Cnrrineton 
Hoyte 
Reii 
Burnho.m 

37 

AGf.IUST 

2 

2 

Cle.use 4: The Minister of Foreign Aff 'irs and Justice move.l the 
f)llmnnG am•.:m::lments: 

(a) Dcleti:m of the word "and" at t he end of para­
eraph (c); 

(b) Substitution '.)f 11 (d) 11 for 11 (a) in the proposed
secti'.)n 19(2)(b) of paragraph (d); 

(c) Substitution of n semi-colon for the full stop
nt the onu of cl�use 4 and addition of the W'JI'd 
"rmd" i."llmedintely thereafter; 

(d) Insertion of the fullou'S:ig paraernph as
pnra�rnph (e): 

"(e) by the insertion of the f')llowine section 
o.s secti ,n 24A -

"Pnynent 
in bJnds 
at dis­
cretion 
of the 
Ninister 
aml issue 
thereof. 
Cap.62:07 

24A. �Jhere any land is 
acquired under this Act 
the compensation for the 
land may, in the dis­
oret 1on of tha Minister, 
be !)�id either in mole 
or in part by the issue 
of land bonds under the 
L..�nd Bonds Act of such 
type as the Minister 
determines to n nominal 
nm,unt equal to the 
amount of compensation 
pnynble or to such part 
thereof as may be deter­
mined by the Minister, 
as the case mo.y be, and 
the provisions of the 
fon· l Bonds 1'.ct shall 
a�ply mutntis mutnndis 
for the purpcse subject, 
however , t') the follow­
ln- modi::co.tions -



7. 

(a) section 5(1) shall not apply;

(b) for the words "two million dollars"
in section 6(2), there shall be

substituted the words "one hundred
million dollars or such greater
value as may be approved by
resolution of the National AssemblY'

(c) for the reference in section 6(3)
to section 4 of the Land Bonds Act
there shall be substituted a
reference to this section;

(d) for the words "the passing of
this Act" in section 6(3) there
shall be substituted the words
"the exercise of his powers under
section 24/'l of the Acquisition of
Lands for Public Purposes_ Act";

(e) the following section shall be
substituted for section 8 -

"Interest 
on land 
bonds. 

8.(1) Land bonds shall 
bear interest at 
such rate as the 
l1i.nis ter shnll 
determine. 

(2) The interest upon
the princ ipo.1
represented by
each land bond
shall run from
the dnte speci­
fied in that
behalf in the bond.
Payment of
interest in the
case of ea.ch fixed­
date or drawing
bond an:l of princi­
pal and interest
in the case of each
rumuity bond shall
be made half-yearly
on the date c�eci­
fied in thr..; behalf
in the bond, at the
office of the
Accountant G-:mernl.

The runen•Jments were put and cnrried on the following division: 

FOR 

Cde. Willems 
Cde. Taylor 
Cde. Sukul 
Cde. Sukhu 
C1e. Stoby 
Cde. Rayman 
C de • Rrons on 
C le • R�msahoye 

Carried Forward: 8 

AGAINST 

Urs. Da Silva 
Mr. Singh 

2 



Brought Forward: 

E'OR 

8 

Cde. Nissar 
Cde. Jonas 

B. 

Cde. Jaiserrisingh 
Cde. Hussain 
Cde. Gill 
Cde. Fowler 
Cde. Branco 
Cde. Aaron 
Cde. Van Sluytman 
Cde. Corrica 
Cde. Corbin 
C1e. Chowritmootoo 
Cde • Pras hnd 
C1e. Ambrose 
Cde • Acionan 
Cde. Wrights 
Cde. Thomas 
Cde. Be.noro.f't 
Cde. Zaheeruddeen 
Cde. Nascimento 
Cde. Duncan 
Cde. Clarke 
Cde. Kasim 
Cde. Ramsaroop 
Cde. Field-Ridley 
Cde. Carrington 
Cde. Hoyte 
Cde. Reid 
C de • Burnham 

37 

AGAINST 

2 

. 2 

Cl ause 4 was then passed as amended, on the following division: 

Cn n-ied Fonrard: 

FOR 

Cde. Willems 
Cde. Taylor 
Cde. Sukul 
Cde. Sukhu 
Cde. Stoby 
Cde. Rayman 
Cde. Ramson 
Cde. Ramsah oye 
Cde. Nissar 
C ie. Jonas 
Cde. Jaiserrisingh 
Cde. Hussain 
Cde. Gill  
Cde. Fowler 
Cde. Branco 
Cde • Aaron 
Cde. Van Sluytman 
Cde • Corri ca 
Cde. Corbin 
Cde. Chowritmootoo 
Cde. Prashnd 
Cde. Ambrose 
Cde. A cionan 
Cde. Wriehts 
C::le. Thomas 

25 

AGAINST 

Mrs. Da Silva 
Mr. Singh 

2 



9. 

Br0u�ht Forward: 

FOR 

25 

AGAINST 

2 

Cdc. Bancroft 
Cele. Zo.heeruddeen 
C )e. Nascim1:mto 
C,le. Duncan 
C,Je. Clnrke 
Cde. Kasim 
Cde. Ramsaroop 
Cle. Field-Rilley 
C,ie. Carrin�ton 
C-- fo. I-byte 
Cde. R.Jid 
C 1e. Durnhan1 

37 2 

Clause 5: Th0 following run�n-lment by th8 Minist3r of Foreign 
Aff.-iirs nn-:l Justice wc.s put nnd carried: 

Renwnbcrin? of clause 5 as clause 6 and insertion 
of the follrn1inG clrrnse as clause 5 -

"f.mendment 
of sdction JO 
0f the Housing 
Act. 

5. Section JO(l) of the
HousinG Act is hereby
amended by the insertion
0f tho words "and shall
be paid": .immediately
after the word "assessed".

Clause 5 wc.s then ""lassed as arn0ndcd on the follouin� division: 

Cele. 
Cde. 
C ie. 
C-Je.
Cele.
c --.10. 

Cde. 
Cr:1e. 
Cde. 
Cie. 
Cde. 
C �e. 
C 'e. 

Cde. 
C---lc. 
Cde. 
Cd\:}. 
C 1e. 
C· 1e. 
Cie. 
CrJe. 
C.-l.e. 
C,e. 
C-le. 
Cde. 

C-'.l.ITied Forward: 

FOR 

Will 1ms 
TG.ylor 
Sukul 
Sukhu 
Stoby 
Rayman 
R'1mson 
R!lmsahoyc 
Nissar 
Jonas 
J aiserris ineh 
Hussain 
Gill 
Foul0r 
Branco 
Ac.ran 
Vc.n Sluytm...'Ul 
Carrico. 
Corbin 
Chowritmootoo 
Prashad 
Ambrose 
Ackman 
1Iri�hts 
Thomns 

25 

1\.G/1.I?JST 

Mrs. Da Silva 
Hr. Sin�h 

2 



Broueht Forwnrd: 

Cde� 
Cde. 
Cde. 
C 'le. 
C·le. 
Crie. 
C·le. 
C,je. 
Cde. 
Cle. 
Cde. 
Crle. 

10. 

FOR 

25 

Bancroft 
Znheeruddeen 
N�scirn.,mto 
Duncnn 
Cbrk.3 
Knsim 
Ramsaroop 
Field-Ridley 
C1.rrin,1ton 
Hoyte 
Reid 
Burnhru:i 

37 

f,GAHJST 

2 

2 

Cb.use 6 wo.s passed ns printed on th"' following division: 

FOR 

Cde. l-T illems 
c,1e. Tnylor 
Cde. Sukul 
C'e. Sukhu 
Cle. St0by 
C rle • Ro.:'J!llnn 
C-1 e. Rrunson 
C-4e. P..'.'..mso.hoye 
C·ie. Hissnr 
Cic. J ::mo.s 
C 1 e. Jniserrisin3h
Cle. Hussain 
C::l.e. Gill 
Cje. Fowlar 
Cle. Branco 
Cde. Aaron 
C 1e. V a.n Sluytm�n 
Cle. Corricn 
C·lG. Corhin 
Cde. Ch�rritmootoo 
C ie. D':J.Shn.d

Cle • Ambrose 
C 'e. .1\.ckmnn 
Cie. 1Trights 
Cde. Thomas 
Cle. Bancroft 
Cele. Zo.haeruddeon 
C-le. Nascimento 
Cde. Duncan 
C:le. C:b.rke 
Cde. Knsim 
Cde. Ramsaroop 
Cde. Fi.Gld-Ridley 
Cde. Currington 
C 1 e. Hoyte 
Cde. R3id 
C-'le. Burnham 

37 

Assemblz resumed. 

DECLTiflD TO vorE 

Mrs. Dn Silva. 
lir. Singh 

2 



u. 

On a motion by the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Justice, the 
Bill was read the third time arrl passed as amended in Committee on the 
following division: 

FCR 

Cde. Willems 
Cde. Taylor 
Cde. Sukul 
Cde. Sukhu 
Cde. Stoby 
Cde. Rayman 
Cde. Ramson 
Cde. Ramsahoye 
Cde. Nissar 
Cde. Jonas 
Cde. Jaiserrisingh 
Cde. Hussain 
Cde. Gill 
Cde. Fowler 
Crle. Branco 
Cde. Ao.ron 
Cde. Van Sluytmnn 
Cde. Corrica 
Cde. Corbin 
Cde. Chowritmootoo 
Cde. Prn.shad 
Crle. Ambrose 
Cde. Ackman 
Cde. Wrights 
Cde. Thomas 
Cde. Bnncrof't 
Cde. Znheeruddeen 
Cde. Nasciroonto 
Cde. Duncan 
Cde. Clarke 
Cde. Kas:im 
Cde. Ramsaroop 
Cde. Field-Ridley 
C:ie. Carrington 
Cde. Hoyte 
Cde. Reid 
Cde. Burnham 

37 

CHRISTMAS GRE iITINGS AND NE,W TI1lR WISHES 

AGAINST 

Mrs. Da Silva 
Mr. Singh 

2 

The Speo.ker on bemlf of his wife o.nd himself, extended 
Christmas Greetings and New Year Wishes to the Members of the Ass.Jmbly 
o.nd their families and to the Staff of the Parliament Office nnd the 
Press. 

Tho Pri!OO Minister and the leader of the Opposition thanked the 
Speaker, reciprocated the Greetings to him and his frunily, and olso 
extended greatings to the other Members of the Assembly, the Staff of 
Parlirunent Office and the Press • 

.ADJOURNMENT 

At 1£;55 p.m., on a motion by the Minister of fur linnento.r:r 
Affairs and Ieader of the House, the Assembly was adjourned to a 
dnte to be fixed. 

P.IIBLL'U£Nl' OFFICE, 
Public Buildings, 
G zoi:-eet.:y;,-n. 




