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THIRD PA�LIAMENT OF �UYANA 

FIRST SESSION 

1973 - 1976 

MINUTES of the Proceedings of the BBth Sitting of the National 
Assembly held in the Parliament Chamber at the Public 
Buildings, Georgetown, Demerara, 

AT 2.00 P.M. 

ON 

WEDNESDAt lBTH FEBnUARY, 1976 

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

Speaker 

Cde. Sase Narain, J.P., Speaker 

Members of the Government - People's National Congress (50} 

Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister (2) 

Cde. L.F.S. Burnham, O.E., S.C., Prime Minister (Absent) 

Cde. P.A. Reid, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of National 
Development(A�sent) 

Senior Ministers (9) 

Cde. 

Cde. 
Cde. 
CJe. 
Cde. 
Cde. 
Cde. 
Cde. 
Cde. 

H.D. Hoyte, S.C., Minister of Economic Development

H. Green, Minister of Co-operatives and National Mobilisation(Absent)
H.O. Jack, Minister of Energy and Natural Resources
F.E. Hope, Minister of Finance
S.S. Naraine, A.A., Minister of Works dnd Housing_
G.A. King, Minister of Trade and Consumer Protection
G.B. Kennard, C.C.H., Minister of Agriculture (Absent)
C.L. Baird, Minister of Education and Social Development(Absent)
F.R. Wills, 5.C., Minister of Foreign Affairs and Justice(Absent)

Ministers (5) 

Cde. W.G. Carrington, Minister of Labour (Absent) 
Cde. 5.M. Field-Ridley, Minister of Information and Culture 
Cde. B. Ramsaroop, Minister of ParliJmentary Affairs and Leader 

of the House 

# Cde. O.M.R. Harper, Minister of Health (Absent) 
# Cde. C.V. Mingo, Minister r� Home Affairs (Absent) 

Ministers of State (9) 

Cde. M Kasim, A.A., Minister of State for Agriculture 
Cde. D.E. Clarke, Minister of State - Regional (East Berbice/Corentyne) 
Cde. P. Duncan, J.P., Minister of State - Regional (Rupununi)(Absent) 
Cje. C.A. Nascimento, Minister of State, Office of the Prime 

Minister (Absent) 
Cde. M. Zaheeruddeen, J.P., Minister of State - Regional (Essequibo 

Coast/West Demerara) 
Cde. K.B. BJncroft, Minister of State - Regional(Mazaruni/Potaro)(Absent) 

# Non elected Minister 
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# Cde. W. Haynes, Minister of State for Consumer Protection (Absent) 
# Cde. /.I. Salim, Minister of State - liegional (East Demerara/ .. est 

Coast Bcrbice) 
# Cde. F.U.A. Carmichael, Minister of State - Rugional (North West) 

Parliamentary Secretaries (8) 

Cde. J.R. Thomas, ParliamLntary 5ecr�tary, Ministry of National 
Development 

Cd8. C.E. Wrights, J.P., Parliamentdry Secretary, Ministry of 
Works and Housing 

Cde. M.M. Ackman, Parliamentary s�crctary, Office of the Prime 
Minister, and Government Chief Whip 

Cde. E.L. Ambrose, ParliamEntary Secretary, Mini�try of Agriculture 
Cde. S. Prashad, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Co-operatives 

and National Mobilis�tion 
Cde. J.P. Chowritmootoo, Parliamentary Secr-tary, Ministry of 

Education and Social Development 
Cde. R.H.O. Corbin, Parliamentary Secretary, Office of the Prime 

Minister (Absent) 
Cde. M. Corrica, Parliamentary 5Lcrctary, Ministry of Works and 

Housing 

Deputy �J)eaker (1) 

Cdo. R.C. Van 5luytman, Deputy Speaker 

Other Members (16) 

Cde. J.N. Aaron 
Cde. L .M. Branco 
Cde. E.H.A. Fowler 
Cde. J. Gill 
Cde. �v. Huss.Jin 
Cde. 5. Jaiserrisingh 
Cde. K.M.E. Jonas 
Cde. M. Nissar (Absent - on leave) 
Cde. L.E. Ramsahoye 
Cd e • J • G • rt r3ms on 
Cde. P.A. Rayman 
Cde. E.f',. 5toby, J.P. (Absent) 
Cde. 5.H. Sukhu, M.S., J�P. 
Cde. c. Sukul 1 J.,. 
Cde. H • .1. L::iylor 
Cde. L.E. Willems 

Members of the Opposition - Liber3tor Party (2) 

Mr. M.F. Singh, Leader of the Opposition 
Mrs •. -� Da Silva (AbsLnt) 

OFFICERS 

Clerk of the National Assembly (F.A. Narain) 
Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly (M.B. Henry, AMBIM) 

The Clerk re�d Prayers. 

# Non elected Minister 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPE ,KER 

Election of President 

The Speaker informed the Assembly that the President 
had by an Order, in accordance with article 30(5) of the Constitution, 
determined that a meeting of the Assembly should commence on 
Firday 12th March, 1976 at 2.00 �.m. for the purpose of electing a 
President. After setting out the procedure and the timetable 
concerning the election, ',e advised Members that nomin�tion papers 
could be obtained from his Office. 

PRESENTATION OF , APERS RND �EPORTS,, ETC. 

(1) By the Minister of P3rliamentary Mff3irs and Le3der of the
House on behalf of the Prime Minister 

Annual Reports of the Public Service Commission 
and the Police Service Commission for the 
period June 1974 - May 1975. 

(2) By the Minister of Finance

(Circulated) 

(a) Customs Duties (Amendm�nt) Order 1976 (No. 7),
m�de under section 8 of the Customs Act, 
Chapter 82:01, on the 2nd of February, 1976, 
and published in the Gazette on the 2nd of 
February, 1976. 

(CEX 22 TJ)(Circula�ed) 

(b) St3tement of Guar3ntees given by the Minister
of Finance under section 3 of the Guarantee 
of Loans (Public Corporations and Companies) 
Act, Chapter 77:01, for the quarter ended 
Jlst December, 1975. 

(G:692 III)(Circulated) 

(c) Statement of GuaranteLs given by the Minister
of Finance under section 3 of the Guarantee 
of Loans (Public Corporations and Companies) 
Act, Ch3pter 77:01, and remained in force at 
31st December, 1975. 

(G:692 III)(Circulated) 



INTRO,JUCTIDN Pf BILLS 

Presentation and First �eading 

(1) SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHU,1CH IN GUYANA ( INCORPOHATIDN OF
TRU�TEt.S) BILL1976 - Bill No. J/1976 published 17.1.76,
24.1.76 3nd 31.1.76

Cde. Ramsahoye presented �he following Private Bill which
was read the first time: 

I 

A BILL intituied AN ACT TO INCORPOri�TE TaUSTEES 
TO HOLD THE ?riOPEoiTY IN GUYANA OF THE GUYANA 
CO�FERlNC E OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS AND FOR 
PU�fOSES CONNECTED THE��"ITH. 

PUBLIC cm'f POR,1 TIDNS (AMENDMENT) BILL 1976 - Bill No. 5/1976 
' 

published 2.2.76 

/The Minister of Trade and Consumer Protection, on behalf of 
the Prime Minister, presented the following Bill which was read the 
first ti�e: 

( 3) 

A BILL intituled AN 1CT TO AMEND THE PUBLIC 
CORPOi1�TICNS �CT AND T8 ��KE A CGNSE�ENTIAL 
AMENDfl-1ENT TO THE riIC E  M/IRKETiNG ACT. 

AM ERINDIAN (AMEN�MENT) BILL 1976 - Bill No. 6/1976 
published 11.2.76 

The Minister of Economic Development, on behalf of the 
Government, presented the following Bill which wJs read the first time: 

MOTiuNS 

A BILL intituled AN :,CT TO ilf,1END THE AMt. nNuIAN 
ACT FD.I THE PU,IPOSE OF GIVING EFFECT TO THE 
VESTING OF LANDS SETTLED BY AM�RINDIAN CITIZENS 
OF GUYANA rn i\C CurlUrlNC E �vITH THE de.COMMENDATIONS 
OF THE .:IEPD,lT OF THE AMEr1INDL�N Lr1NJS COfV1i"1ISSION 
AND FOR PUrlr1 0�ES INCIDE:NTIAL THE,1UD. 

iJUBLIC BUSINESS 

SUSPENSION OF STANJING ORDER N-. 23(3) 

With the Leave of the Speaker, a motion by the Minister 
of Parliamentwry Affairs and Leader of the House to suspend Standing DrdeI 
No. 23(3) to �nnble the Assembly to proceed with a motion on the 
death of Cde. H.J.M. Hubb,rd, was put and Carried. 

4.
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CONDOLENCE uN JE,,TH OF CDE, H.J.M. HUBB;1RD 

The Minister of P3rli�mentary Affairs and leader of the 
House moved the following motion which was sec�nded by the Leader 
of the Opposition: 

BE IT dESULVED: 

That this National Assembly records its 
deep regret at the death of Henry Jocelyn 
Makepeace Hubbard, and pays tribute to the 
service which he rendered to Guyana and to 
its Parliament and directs that an expression 
of its sympathy be conveyed to his sorrowing 
r£;1'3tives. 

The motion was put and carried with Members Standing. 

ITEM 2 CONFI IM�TION UF THE CUSTOMS 8LlTI£S(AMtNOMENT) 
01� 1JER 1976 (NO. 7) 

The Minister of Finance moved the following motion: 

BE IT ,lL1LLVED: 

That this National Assembly in accordance 
with section 9 of the Customs Act, Ch1pter 82:01, 
confirm the Customs D0ties (A�endment) Order 1976 
(Na. 7), which was made an the 2nd of February, 
1976, and published in the Gazette an the 2nd of 
February, 1976. 

The Leader of the Opposition spake to the motion. 

Thereafter, the motion was put and carried. 

ITEM 3 GU,\riANTEE FOd PnYl'vlENT OF AidC,IAFT 

The Minister of Finance moved the following motion: 

WHEREAS the Guyana Airways Corporation which is fully 
awned by the Guvcrnment of Guyana is engaged in air transportation 
in and out of Guyana; 

,11\JO tvHERE,\S the GuycJna State Corp,iration, a public 
corpar3tian, which holds the equity in the Guyana Airways 
Corporation for 3nd on behalf of the Government, considers it 
necessary for the efficient functioning cf the Guyana Airways 
Corporation th�t p�rchase be made of two Hawker Siddeley aircraft, 
the price of which will be reflect8d in the Government's 
contributi�n to its equity holding in the Guyana Airways Corporation; 

i1ND '.vHE1iE/\S for the purpose of concluding the s3id 
purchase the sum of fourteen million, six hundred �nd sixty thousand, 
nine hundr�d ond fifty-four Guyana dollars (G$14,66D,954) would 
bLcame due and poy3ble in instalments to the suppliers of the said 
aircraft subsequent to th8ir delivery in 1977; 

•
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AND WHEREAS the su�pliers have requested that the 

Government of Guyana guarantee the Jue payment of the said sum 
of fourteen million, six hundred and sixty thousand, nine hundred 
and fifty-four Guyana dollars (G$14,66O,954) by the Guyana State 
Corporation: 

BE IT �ESGLVED: 

That this National Assembly authorises the 
Minister of Finance or such other person duly 
authorised by him, acting on behalf of the 
Government of Guyana, to give the guarantee to 
the suppliers of the said aircraft in the sum of 
fuurteen million,six hundred and sixty thousand 
nine hundred and fifty-four Guyana dollars or 
the equivalent of two million, eight hundred 
tho�sand, eight hundrej and eighty-five pounds 
sterling. 

The Loader of the Opposition spoke tu the motion. 

Thereafter the Minister of Finance replied. 

The motion was then put and carried • 

.L)DJOUrlNMENT 

At 2.50 p.m., on a �otion by the Minister of Parliamsnt3ry 
Affairs and Leader of the House, the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m. 
on Thursday, the 26th February, 1976. 

PARLIAMENT OFFICE, 
Public Buildings, 
Georgetown, 
25th February, 1976. 
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Narain •. "). / 
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