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THIRD PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA 

FIRST SE9,SI0N 

1973 - 1977 

MINUTES of ttrn Proceedings of the 120th Sitting of the Natio nal 
Assembly; held in the Parliament Chamber at the Public 
Buildings , Georgetown , Demerara, 

ON 

WEDNESDAY, 16TH FEBRUARY, 197~ 

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLW 

Speaker 

Cde . Sass Narain, D.R., J . P. , M. P., Speaker of the National Assembly 

Members of the Government - People ' ~ National Congress (50) 

Prime Minister (1) 

G:de . L. F. s . Burnham, O. E., s . c. , M. P., Prime Minister 
(Absent - on leave) 

Deputy Prime Minister (1) 

!Ide. P. A. Reid , M. P., Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
National Development(Absent - on l eave) 

Senior Ministers (9) 

Cde . 

Cde . 

Coe . 
Cde. 
Cde . 
cae . 

Cde . 
Cde . 

Cde . 

H. D. Hoyte, s . c . , M. P., Minister of Economic Development 
(Absr~~- on leave ) 
H. Green , M.P ., Minister of Co- opera t ives and NationaL 
Mobilisa t ion (Absent) 
H. D. Jack , M. P. , Mini~ter of Energy and Natural Resources(Absent ). 
F. E. Hope , M. P • . Minister of Finance 
S. S. Naraine, A.A ., M~ ~, Minister uf Works and Housing 
G. A. King , M. P., Minister of Trade and Consumer Protection , 
(Absent - on l eave) 
G. B. Kennard , c . c . H., M.P ., Minister of Agriculture 
C. L. Baird, M. P., Minister of Education and Social 
Development (Absent - on leave) 
F. R. Wills, s.c . , M. P., Minister of Foreign Affairs and Justice 

Ministers (5 ) 

Cde . W.G. Carrington, M. P., Minister of Labour (Absent) : 
Cde . S.M . Field- Ridley, M. P., Minist er of InfJrmation and Culture 
Cde . B. Ramsaroop, M. P., Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and 

lleader of the House 
* Cde . D. M.R. Ha .r p_ir , M. P., Minister of Health (Absent ) 
* Cde . c . v. Mingo, M. P. , Minister of Home Affairs (Absent) 

Ministers of State (9) 

Cde . M. Kas im , A. ~., M. P., Minister of State for Agriculture 
Cde . O. E. Clarke , M. P. , Minister of State - Regional (East 

Berbice/Corentyne) (Absent - on leave) 

* Nbn , el ec tad Mi.rris tar ; .... 
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Cde . 

Cde . 

Cde . 

P. Duncan, J . P., M. P., Minis ter of State - Regional 
(Rupununi) (A bsenit - on l eave) 
C. A. Nasc imento, M. P., Minister of St ate , Office of 
the Prime Minister (Absent ) 
K. B. Bancroft , M. P., Minister of State - Regional 
(Mazar uni/Potaro) 

Cde . J . P. Chowritmootoo, M. P., Minister of State - RegionaL 
(Ess equibo Coast/Wes t Demerara ) 

Cde. 

Cde . 

W. ~aynes , M. P., Minister of State for Consumer 
Protection . (Absent - on l eav e ) 
A. Salim, M.P ., Minister of St ate - Regional (East 
Demerara/Wes t Coast Berbice) 

Cde . F. U. A. Carmichae~, M. P., Minister of St ate - Regional 
(IUbrt tti West) 

Parliamentary Secretaries (6) 

Cl:le . J . R. Thomas, M. P., Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 
National Development (Absent) 

Cde . M. M. Ackman, c . c . H., M. P., Parliamentary Secretary, 
Office of the Prime Mi nister and Government Chief Whip 

Cea. E. L. Ambrose, M. P., Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 
Agriculture 

Cde . s. Prashad , M. P., Parliamentary Secretary, Mini stry of 
C~-operatives and National Mobilisation1 

Cde. R. H. O. Corbin, M. P., Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 
Educati on and Social Development 

Cde . M. Corrica , M.P ., Parliamentary Secretary , Ministry of 
Works and Housing (Absent) 

Q.ther Members (19) 

Cde. L.M . Brano~ M. P. 
Cde, E.M. Bynoe, M. P. 
Cde . E. H. A. Fowler , M. P. 
Cde. J . Gill , M. P. 
Cde . w. Hussain, M. P. 
Cde . s . Jaiserrisingh, M. P. 
Cde . K. M. E. Jonas, M. P. (Absent) 
Cde . M. Nissar , M. P. 
Cde . L.E . Ramsahoye , M. P. 
Cde . J.G. Ramson, M. P. 
Cde . P. A. Rayman, M. P. 
Cde . E. M. Stoby, J . P., M. P. 
Cde . S. H. Sukhu , M. S., J . P., M. P. 
C-0e . C. Sukul, J . P., M, P. 
Cde. H. A. Taylor, M. P. (Absent) 
Cde . R. C. Van Sluytman, M. P. _ 
Cde . L.E . Willems, M. P. 
Cde . C. E. Wrights, J.P ., M. P, 
Cde . M. Zaheeruddeen , J . P., M. P. 

Member s of the Dpposition ,(16) 

(1) People 1 s Progressive Party (14) 

Leader of the Gppos ition (1) 

Ce e. c. Jagan, M. P., Leader of th e Opposition(Absent - on l eave ) 

Deputy Speaker (1) _ 

Cde . Ram Karran, M. P. 1 Deputy ~saker of the National Assembly 

* Non elected Minister / .... 



Other Members (12) 

Cde . J. Jagan, M. P. 

3 . 

Cde . Reepu Daman Persaud, J , P., M. P., Opposition . Chief Whip 
Ccle . N. Persaud , M. P, (Absent.,) 
Cde . C. Collymore, M. P. (Absent), 
Cde . S. F. Mohamed , M. P. 
D-0e . L. LaLb.ahadur , M. P. 
Cde . I . Bas ir , M. P. (Absent - n l eave) 
C-0e . c.c. Belgrave, M. P. 
Cde . R. Ally , M. P. 
Cde . Dalcband, J . P., M. P. 
Cde . Dindayal , M.P . 
Cde . H. Nokta, M. P. (Absent - on l eave ) 

(ii) Liberator Party (2) 

Mr. M.F. Singh , J . P., M.P. 
Mrs . E. Da Silva, M. P. 

OFFICERS 

CLerk of the National Assembly (F.A. Narain) 
Acting Deputy C~erk of the National Assembly (A . Knight) 

PR AYERS 

The Clerk read Prayers . 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 

Leave 

The Speaker announced that leave had been granted to -

(i) Cse. lli.Jrnham for one month from 
24th ,January, 1977, 

(ii) C~es . Reid and Hoyte for that sitting, 

(ili) 

(iv) 

0-t!e . King from 15th to 27th F·ebruary, 
1977, and 

G.i:les . Baird, Haynes, c. Jagan , Basir 
and Nokta, for that sitting. 

PRE SENTATION: OF PAPERS AND REPORTS , ETC . 

(1) By the Speaker (Chairman of the Committee of 
Selection:): 

Minu t es of the Second Meeting of the 
G.ommittee of Selection,, held on 
Friday , 21st January , 1977 . 

(PARL: 5/5 VI)(Circulated) 

(2) By the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Leader. 
of the House on behalf of ~he Prime Mini ster,. 

AnnuaL Report and Audited Accounts of the 
Guyana Telecommunication Corporation~for 
the year ended 31s t December, 1974. 

(GSC: 9/404/2)(Circulated) 

I 



4. 

(3) By, the Md.rri.:.ster of Parliamentary Affairs and LeaderL 
uf the House on behalf of thID Minister of Ener 
and Natural , \ sources : 

Report on the working, of the Miners Assistance 
F\.JncLfor the p8riod 29th May to 31st December, 
1975 . 

(MAFi : 5)(Circulated) 

(4) By,- the Minister of Finance.: 

Inter- American Dev elopment Bank (Amendment of, 
Agreement) Order 1977 , made under sectiorn 7: 
of the Inter- American Development Bank Act . 
1976 ( No. 11), on the 27th of January, 1977 , 
and publi s hed .in the Gazette on the 29th of,· 
J.'anuaryi 1977. 

(TJ I . A.D. B.)(G.irculated) 

QUESTIONS TD MINISTERS 

Question No, 8 

~e, Dindayal asked the Minister of Works and Housing 
the following question: 

QUESTION: Will the Minister of Works and Housing 
say whether Cde . Ralph Van Sluytman, M. P., 
who has since 1968 been occupying a 
Government building which was supposed to 
house a doctor at Charity, is paying rent 
or not'l'' 

The Min~ster of Works and Housing gave th e following reply: 

Af~SWER: The building in qu es tion at.~ Ghari ty was 
no± earmarked for a doctoT's quarters, 
and it .was not wccupied by Cde . \Jan ,Sluytman 
iml96m 

Cde . Van S1uytman occupied the house in., 
197IT a nd he pays a rent for the house . 

A Supplementary Question was asked by Cde . Dindayal . 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

Presentation and First Reading . 

(1) SAINT PETER ' S TEMPLJ.£ INCORPOR ATION OF TRUSTEES 
BIU 1977 .. Bill No. 1 1977 ublished a . 1. 771 
15 1 11 77 and 22 , 1,77 

On a motion by Cde . F,owler, s econded by Cde. Jaiserrisingh•' 
the following Private Bill was withdrawn . 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TD INCORPORATE THE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE SAINT PETER'S 
TEMPLE IN GUYANA AND FOR PURPOSES CONNECTED 
TH ER E\rJ ITH • 

/ .... 



55-

(2) SHOPS (CONSOLIDATION) (AMENDMENTI) BILL 1977 - Bill 
No 1 3/ 1977 published 5. 2. 77 

Th~ Minister of Parliamentary Af fa irs and Leader of tha 
Hous e , on behalf of the Minister of Labour, proscnted th e following 
Bill which was read the first time: 

(3) 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO AMEND THE SH OPS 
(CONSOLIDATION) ACT . 

HOUSING OF LABO UR WORK ERS ON SUG AR EST8 TES 
(AMENDMENT) BILL 1977 - Bill No . 4/1977 
published 5. 2. 77 

The Minig;j;er of Parliam entary Affairs and Lead er of the 
House,on behalf of the Minister of Labour, presented the fo l lowing . 
Bill which was read the first t i me : 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO AMEND THE 
HOU SING ' OF LABOUR WORKERS ON SUGAR 
ESTATES ACT . 

(4) SUGAR I NDUSTRY SPECIAL FUNDS AMENDMENT 
BILL 1977 - B:i..1.J .. No . 5 1977 ublished 5. 2 77 

Tha Minister of Parliamentaiy Affairs and Leader of the 
House, on behalf of th e Prime Minis te~ presentod th e following Bill:.. 
which was read the fir s t time: 

MOTIONS 

ITEM l 

A BILL intituled AN ACT TO AMEND THE 
SUGAR INDUSTRY S~IAL FU NDS ACT. 

PUBLIC BUS INESS 

RE COMMEND ING RATIF IC ATIO N OF AN ACCESS ION TO 
INTERNATIONAL COVEN ANTS AND CON VE NTIONS 

On a motion by Cde. Rsapu Daman Persaud , seconded by 
Cde . Ally, the following motion 1was deferred at tha t s itting: 

WHER EAS , as af'FJune 1976 , Guyana had not ratified or 
acceded to -

(a) the International llbv enant on Economic , Social 
and Cultural Rights , wh i ch came into force om 
J anuary 3, 1976; 

(b) the International ITovenant on Civil and 
Political Rights , which came into force o~ 
March. 23 , 1976 , and 

(c) the International Convention. ion the Elimina tiom 
of All Forms of Racial Di scrimination , which 
had been adopted by the General Ass embly on i 
December 21 , 1965 and entered into force on 
January 4, 1969; 



AND WHEREAS it is des irabl e that Guyana should ra t ify 
end be signa tory to t hese important documents . 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

That this National Assembly, urges the Government 
to r a tify and accodo to th e Covenants and Conventions 
as ear ly as poss ible . 

ITEM 2 - GUAR AN TEE OF LOAN FROM, CAR IBBEA N DEVELOPMEN T BANK TO LIAT 
1974 

On a motion by the Minister of Finance the Assembl1y adopted 
th e following Res olution: 

WHEREAS LeewGrd Islands Air Transport Limited (1974) 
(otherwise known as Lia t (1974)) is a Company incorporated 
in Antigua, the sh~r eholders being the Gov ernments of the 
territories of the Caribbean .Community with Guyana holding_ 
6 , 06094 per cent of the equity in the i ssued share capital 
of the Company J 

AND WH ER EAS Lia t (1 974) r equires money s to repa~ 
the sum of f iv e million, ei gh t hundred and forty-three 
thousand, two hundred and seventy United States dollars 
(U. S. ~5 , 843,270) to th e Industrial Bank of Venezuela 
repr esen ting the proceeds of a l onn by tha t Bonk to Liat(1974); 

AND WHEREAS by vi rtue of the Caribbean Development 
Bank having indica ted i ts will ingness to make avail able to 
Lia t (1974) by way of a loon th e s um of fiv e million , five 
hundred a nd nine thous and, s ix hundred and fo r ty United Sta tes 
doll ars (u. s. i s, 509 1 640) for th e purpose of effecting 
r epayment to th e Indu s trial Bonk of Venezuela s ubj ect to a 
guarantee being given by Guyana to Lia t (1974), this National 
Assembly by Res olution No . LXXVII on 5th December, 1975, 
authorised a guar antee being given by G~yona to the Caribbean , 
Development Bank in th e s um of one hundr ed and ninety- twm 
thousand, eight hundrod and thirty-seven iUnited States dollars 
(u .s. i 192,s37) in accordance with the St a te Ent erprises 
(G~arant ee J Act 1974; 

AND WHEREAS th e Caribbean Development Bank has 
indicated its willingness to make furth er av ailable the 
additional s um of thr ee hundr ed and t hilrty-thr ee thous and, 
six hundred and thirty United Stat es doll ars (u.s . $333 , 630) 
to ~omplement . th e afor ementioned sum of five million, five hundred 
and ~ins thous and, six hundred and forty United Sta tes dollars 
( U. S. $5, 509 , 640) for th e s imil ar pur pose of th e r epayment 
to the Industrial Bank of Venezuol a , subj ect to a guarantee 
~lrin131 given by Guy ana in the s um of fifty - five thousand, and 
seventy-three United St a t es dollars (U . S. i s5 , 073); 

AND WHERE AS the Caribbean Development Bank and 
~iat (1974) are a l ending agency and a r egional ins titution, 
r espec tiv ely, within th o meaning of the s t a te Enterprises 
(Guarantee) Ac t 1974: 

RESOLVED , That t his Nat ional Assembly authorises 
th e Minis ter of Fina nce or s uch other per s on duly 
authorised by him, ac ti ng on behalf of the Government 
of Goyana , to gi ve a guarant ee for the a f oresaid purpose 
in accordance with the St a te Enterprises (Guarant ee) 
Act 1974, to th e Carib bean Dev elopment Banlt< in the sum 
of fifty-fiv o thous and and seventy-thr ee United St ates 
dollars (u .s. 955,07~. 

/ ... 



ADJOURNMENT 

At 2. 20 p . m., on .a motion by th e Minis ter of Parliamentary 
Affairs a nd Leader of the House, the ,\ssembly was adjourned to a date 
to be fixed . 

PARLIAMENT OFFICE, 
Public Buildings , 
Georgetown, 
22nd February, 1977. 
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• NARAI N 
Speaker 




