
FIRST PARLIAMENT OF GUY.ANA 

SECOND SESSION 

1967 

MINUTES of the Proceedings of the 23rd Sitting of the 
National Assembly of Guyana under the Constitution 
of Guyana, held in the Parliament Chamber at the 
Public Buildings, Georgetown , Dernerara, 

AT 2.00 P.M. 

ON 

WEDlfoSDAY, 22ND NOVE:NIBER, 1967 

PRESENT: ----

H i..s Ron0i,u· the Dcpu-Ly Speaker, Mr. R .C. Tello - In the Chair 

(a) Members of the Government 

(i) Ministers 

Dr. the Honourable P .,J\. . Reid, Minister of 
Finance 

The Honourable N.J. Bissember, Minister for 
Parliamentary Affairs 

The Honourable R.E . Cheeks, Minister of 
Local Government 

The Honourable E.F. Correia, Minister of 
Communications 

The Honourable lVfrs . W. Gaskin, :Minister of 
Education 

The Honourable L. John, Minister of 
Home Affairs 

The Honourable W.O .R. Kendall, C.B.E., J.P., 
Minister of Health and Housing 

The Honourable C.A. Merriman, J.P., 
Minister of Labour and Social Security 

The Honourable M.W. Carter, Minister of 
Information 

(ii)Parliamentary Secretarie s 
Mr. D.B. deGroot , Parliamentary Secretary, 

Office of the Prime Minister 
Mr. G. Bowman, Parliamentary Secretary, 

Ministry of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources 

Mr. O.E. Clarke, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Office of the -Prime Minister 

Mr. J.G. Joaquin, O.B.E., J. P., 
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry 
of Works and Hydraulics 

Mr . C.V. Too-Chung, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Finance 
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(iii) Other Members 

Mr. W.A. Blair 
Mr. J. Budhoo 
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Mr. W.G. Carrington 
Mr. R.G. Field-Ridley 
:!!Jf.r. D. Mahraj 
Mr. H. Prashad, J.P. 
W.1r. T. A. Sancho 
lYir • J . H. Thomas 
Rev. A.B. ~rotman 
iv.tr. H.M.S. Wbarton, J.P9 

(b) Members of the Opposition 

l'f.1r. A~ Chase 
lfIT. B .H. Benn 
Mr. R. Chandisingh 
Mr. H.J.M. Hubbard 
Dr. Charles Jacob, Jr. 
IV.Ir. C.V. Nunes 
Dr . F.H.W. Ramsahoye 
Mr. E.M.G. Wilson 
Mr. M. Hamid, J.P. 
Iv.Ir. J.R.S. Luck 
Mr. D.C. Jagan 
]/Jr. H. Lall 
Mr. M. Khan, J.P .. 
IVrr. Y. Ally · 
Mr. L. Linde 
Mr . R.D. Persaud , J.P. 
lVIr. M.N. Poonai 
Mr. E .M. Stoby 

Clerk of the National Assembly 
Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly 

Mr. F . A. Narain 
Mr. M.B. Henry 

Absent 

The 

The 

The 

The 

'.I'he 
Mr. 

WIT. 
Mr. 
Dr . 
Mr. 
Dr . 
Mr. 
I-il:r • 

PRAYERS 

Honourable L.F. S. Burnham, Q.C., 
Prime Minister 
Honourable R.J. Joraan, Minister of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Honourable M.F. Singh, Minister of 
Works and Hydraulics 
Honourable S.S. Ramphal, C.M~G., Q.C., 
~ttorney-General and Mi nister of State 
Honourable H.C. Spence , Minister of Trade 
P. Duncan, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Local Government 
P.S~ d'Aguiar 
M. Ks,sim 
C.B . Jagan, Leader of the Oppos ition 
Ram Karran 
S .A. Ra mjohn 
S .M. Saffee 
M. Bhagwan 

The Clerk read Prayers. 

- on leave 

- on leave 
- on leave 
- on leave 

- · on leav.e 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 

(i) Leave 

(ii) 

His Honour the Deputy Speaker announced 
that leave had been granted to Mr. Wilson for 
three weeks. 

Government motion on the devaluation of the 
Guyana dollar 

His Honour the Deputy Speaker announced 
that the motion by the Minister of Finance 
published in Notice Paper No. 38, would be 
debated on Friday, 24th November, 1967. 

PUBLIC BUSINESS 

MOTIONS 

Item 1 - MOTION TO ANNUL THE CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICES 
\RE~TDNERATION OF HOLDERS) (NO. 2) ORDER, 1967 

Dr. Jacob moved and Mr. Hubbard seconded the 
followjng motj_on: 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

That this National Assembly annul the 
Constitutional Offices (Remuneration of 
Holders) (No. 2) Order, 1967 

Mr . Lall and the Minis ter of Home Affa irs s poke to 
the motion. 

Thereafter, Dr. Jacob replied . 

The motion was then put and negatived on the 
following division: 

~,OR 

iV.Ir. Poonai 
lVTr. Linde 
TuTr . Ally 
:Mr. Khan 
:Mr . Lall 
lVfr. J agan 
Mr. Luck 
Mr. Hamid 
Mr. Wilson 
Mr. Nunes 
Dr. Jac ob 
Mr. Hubbard 
Mr. Chandisingh 
Mr . Benn 
IV.Tr • C has e 

15 

AGAINST 

Mr. Wharton 
Rev. Trotman 
Mr. Thomas 
Mr . Sancho 
Mr. Prashad 
Mr . Jlf.iahr a j 
Mr. Fie ld-Ridley 
Mr. Carrington 
Mr. Budhoo 
Ivir. Blai r 
Mr. Too-Chung 
Mr. Joa quin 
Mr . Bowman 
Mr. degroot 
Mr. Merriman 
Mr. Kendall 
Mr . John 
Mr s . Gaskin 
Mr . Correia 
Mr . Cheek s 
Mr . Bisse mber 
Dr. Reid 

22 
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Item 2 - MOTION TO EXTEND THE NEW AMSTERDAM EIBCTRIC 
LIGHTDW CRDER, 1900 

The Minister of Finance moved the following 
motion: 

l~E IT RESOLVED: 

Tha t the New Amsterdam Electric 
Lighting Order, 1900, as amended from 
time to time, be extended for a period 
of one (1) ye ar up to and including 31st 
December, 1968~ 

Mr. Lall and Mr. Hubbard spoke to the motion. 

Thereafter the Minister of Finance replied. 

·The motion was then put and carried. 

Item 3 - MOTION TO APPROVE TliAT THE CABINET GUJ\.RANTEE 
:P.AYlVJENTS TO BE lvI.fl.DE BY THE GUY1~NA TELECOMMUNI
CATION CORPORATION 

.t~t the re quest of the Minister for Parliamentary 
Affairs (Leader of the House ), consideration of the 
undermentioned motion was deferred : 

WBEREAS the General Electric Company 
Limited and Tele phone Cables Limited have 
agreed to enter int o a contract with t he 
Guyana Te l e communicat ion Corpora tion for 
the s upply and installation of equipment 
and telephone cable networks estimated to 
cos t $17,227~200.00; 

A-WD WHEREAS the Mid l and Bank has 
agreed to enter i nto a financial agree 
ment with the Ccrporation to assist the 
financing ~f the contract to t he extent 
of 80% of the value of Unite d Kingdom 
goods and services , estimated a t 
$12 ,585,600.00 by purchasing promissory 
notes, bearing interest at 5M& effected 
by the Corporation; 

JiND WHEREAS it is r equired that all 
payments due under the abovementione d 
contract a nd the abovementioned agreement 
should be guaranteed by the Cabinet, in 
ac cordance with section 20 (1) of the 
Public Corporations Ordinance, 1962 (No . 23 ) 
which guarantee requires the approval of 
the Nati onal Assembly: 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RES OLVED: 

That the National Assembly 
approve that the Cabinet guarantee 
paymen ts to be made by the Corpora
tion under the abovementioned con
tract and the a bovementioned 
financial agreement. 

/ .... 
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ADJOURNMENT 

At 3.57 p.m. on a motion by the Leader of 
the the House, the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m. 
on Friday, 24th November, 1967. 

PARLL'i.MENT OFF ICE , 
Public Buildings, 
Georgetown. 

24th November, 1967 

DE?UTY SPEAKER 
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