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MINUTES of the Proceedings of the Fourth Legislative

Council of the Colony of British Guiana at its 
Four-th Session, 1951, held at the Public Buildings, 

Georgetown, Demerara, on 
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THURSDAY, 1ST NOVEMBER, 1951,
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AT 2 P.M. 

FRESENTz ! 

His Excellency the Governor, Sir Charles 
Campbell �Jo olley, K • C.M. G., 0 ;B.E., M • C. 
the Colonial Sec1etary; Mr.J.Gutch, O.B.E. 
the Acting Attorney General,Mr.A.C.Brazao 
the Acting FJnanaial Secretary and 

Treasurer, Mr. W. o. Fraser 
c.v. Wight, c.B.E. (Western Essequibo)
Dr. J.B. Singh, O.B.E. (Demerara-Esaecµ ibo)
v. Roth, O.B,E. fjNominated)
C.P. Ferreira (B�rbicc River)
T. T. Thompson· ( �Jomina ted)
G.A.c. FarnumJ O.B.E. {:Nominated)
J.P. Coghlan \Demerara River) 
D.P. Debidin (Ea�tern Demerara)
J. Fernandes ( Georg,.,town Central)
Dr. G. ,.'i. Gons alvee (Eastern Berbice)
w.o.R. Kendall (New l\.msterdam)
A.T. Peters (Western Berbice) 
W.A. Phang (North Nestern District) 
G.H. Smellie (Nominated). 
J. Carter (Georgetown South)
L.A. Luckhoo {Nominated).

The Clerk rend prayers. 

CONFIRMA. TIO:•J OF MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on Friday, the 
26th of October, 1951 1 as printed and circulated, 
w01'e tak0n as read and confirmed. 

PRESENTATION OF REPORTS AND DOCUMENTS 

The Financial Se ere tary and Treasurer laid on the 
table the Supplementary Estimate for the quarter ended 
30th June, 1951. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

The Financial Secretary and Treasurer gave notice 
of the following motion:-

Thnt, this Council approves the Supplementary 
Estimate for the quarter ended 30th June, 1951

1

which has been laid on the table. 



�OFFICIAL NOTICES 

Mr. Deb id in eave not ice of the following motions s-

(a) WHEREAS the residents of the abandoned sugar estate
of Plantation Cane Grov� have been kept in a state
of suspense and uncertainty as to their future
position with respect to  the Land Settlement Scheme
proposed for Plantation cane Grove;

✓ 

AND WHEREAS the proprietors of Plantation Cane 
Grove have sold the lands comprised in. the said 
Plantation Cane Grove, cum annexis, to the Govern-
mcnt of British Guiana tor the token price of i100 
undoubtedly intending that the �aid residents of 
the abandoned sugar e�tate shoul� directly benefit 
by the establishment of a suitableiand settlemen t, 
that is, by settling th� said residents on the 
said lands; 

AND WEEREAS for this purpose it is the strong 
desire of the said residents that the said lands 
be laid out and allotted so that every family 
would have the opportunity of purchasing its 
appr opriate shc:1re in the allotment at a cost 
equal to the respective sl:tare of the cost of 
laying out the said land plus the value of the 
said land, namely �100; 

A.ND WIIBRZ1-1.S there is so much concern and 
dissatisfaction over the set up of the Cane 
Grove-La Bonne I.'Iere Land .:::>ettlement Scheme, 
particularly over -

(a) the personnel of the Committee of the
said Scheme; 

(b) the h ousing;

{c) the precarious anµ trying conditions 
under which the people are now living; 

BE IT RESOLVED that this Honourable Council

recommend to the Governmbnt the appointment of a 
Select Corunittee from the legislature to -

(a) enquire into and report on the conditions
prevailing Dt Plantation cane Gr ove; and 

(b) c onsider and report on the feasibility of
re-organising the present proposed Land 
Settlement Scheme of cant Grove and La 
B onne Mere, so as to allot anQ settle 
the residents of t he abandoned sugar 
Plantation of Cane ��ove upon the lands 
of the said Plantation Cane Grove, cum 
annexis, on the basis of a sale, and grant 
a freehold title of proportionate shares 
or portions of the said lands to each 
family of the said abandoned estate. 
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(b) WHEREAS for a long tine now rice farmers in the
Colony have been rece·ving for their rice about
half the price of what they should really have
been receiving, whereas on the other hand ·they
have been paying world market prices for goods
and othe� articlos conqumed by them;

AND W}IBR:;J;AS as a !'e ult of the findings of
the Rice Arbitration Bard held in September,
1951, in this Colony British Guiana is to receive
prices of �19.65, $18. ·5 and-�17.85 re�pectively
for the three grndes o rice exported to the West
Indian Colonies;

AND vv'HEP..�AS a subs tpnt la 1 portion of th is
increase, if not all, �hould be passed on to the
producers;

AND Wl.iEREAS if this is done it will Just make
up for the underpaymen to rroducers for their rice
in the past, for the p esent very sharprise and
still rising cost of 1 ving, and generally would
give rice farmers the ecessary encouragement and
impetus to increase t�eir rice cultivation, and
further develop the in,ustry;

BE IT RESOLVED that this Honourable Council

urgently recommend to the Government the grant
of a price of not less than $6.50 per bag of
paddy to rice producer throughout the Colony,
with the fixing of the local purchase price of the
various grades of rice commensurately;.

AND BE IT FURTH:3R R SOLVED that this price be
made operative from th 1st day of October, 1951.

Mr. Lee gave notice of the ollowing motion:-

V'JHEFEAS the farmEJrs in Wakenaam and noar-by 
Islands havi been unab e to obtain adequate 
prices for their 3roun provisions commensurate 
with the ever increasiqg cost of living and 
production costs for ad appreciable time now; 

MW vvEii;hEAS the las increases granted have 
not been able ·to offse� even the then existing 
living and production costs; 

AND WBEREAS the plie t of the unfortunate 
formers has since -..,vars ened considerably as a 
result of the very rece 1t heavy increases on 
freight rates by the Tran�por� and Harbours 
Department; 

AND NHEREAS it is well known that whilst at 
certain times prices o ainable on the spot are 
accepted by farmers in order to cut their losses 
in cases of glut, etc., �et, at other times, the 
farmers must, by necessity, transport their 
produce to other market6 on the sugar estates and 
Georgetown in order to e able to obtain sales at 
prices remunerative or even otherwise instead of 
allowing same to rot on their hands;_ 
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AND WHEP.EAS in the ctrcumst· nces, it is desirable 
to obtain ad01uate incr,ases in the existing prices 
to offset the abovement oned costs and additional 
charges if  farmers are o be allowed to meet 
production costs and to eke out a living; 

BE IT RESOLVED thot Government make substantial 
increases i n  the pricesJ of, ground provisions at the 
earliest 9�portunity in order to assist farmers 
materially i n  this respect for t he same reosons 
Government foun� it advlsable to increase prices 
on all other commoditieb. 

✓ Mr. Fernandes gave notice of the fo],lowing motions:-

(a) BE IT RESOLVED that thi , Counci 1 re comr;:end to
Go vernment the award of the lapsed 1950 Girls'
Guiana Scholarship to the 1951 runner up.

------

(b) BE IT RESOLVED tnat th s Council recommend to
Government -

(a) the inclusion o employees of the
Transrort and H rbours Department
in the Govornme�t scheme for advances
to purchaae hon�s;

(b) make an additio al amount available
from Loan Funds for this purpose.

DEATH OF THE HONOURABLE FRANCIS DIAS, O.B.E, 
I 

. 

Before proceed ing to tme Order of the Day, leave 
was granted Mr. \di 

0
ht to re.fe:i;- to thE- passing of the 

Honourable Francis Dias, O.B.E., who from 1928 to 1947 
was a Member of the .Legislative Council. Mr. Wight then 
moved and f.hr. Roth seconded t I e following motion which
was unanimously adoptedJ-

That, this C9uncil · ecords with profound 
regret the death of th Honourable Francis 
Dias, O.B.E. 

His Excellency in paying tribute to the memory 
of the late member stated tha, as requested by Members, 
an expression of the Council 1 sympathy would be conveyed 
to his relatives. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

CUSTOMS DUTIES (AMENDM!lliT No. 3) BILL, 1951 

Council r0solved into Committee and resumed 
consideration of a BI LL in ti tu led AN ORD IN AN CE FUI-t THER 
rr·o A1�EHD THE CUSTOMS DUTIES ORDINJ.NCE, 1935. 

Committee 
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Clause 4 - was amended by substituting the following for 
the first· column f the Table -

11 17B. Lamps and lanterns ( other than e led tr ic 
lamps �nd lanterns) for illumination, 
including their parts and accessories".

New Clause 5 - 11he following new Glause 5 wa� inserted -

,Amendment 
of the 
Third 
Schedule 
to the 
Principal 
Ordinance. 
No. 25 of 
1944. 

5 The Third Schedule to the 
Principal Ordinance as substi­
tuted by the Customs Duties 
(.amJndment No. 2) (Consolidation 
of ScheduJ.es) Ordinance, 1944,
is 1�r,eby further amended by
the insertion in item 9 after 
the words 11all other materials" 
of he following -

32 ,

I 

11 (e cept printing paper otherwise 
t an as previously specified 
in this item)". 

Olause 5 - as printed was re- umbered as Clause 6 and 
amended as follow�:-

Paragraph (b) 

Paragraph (c) 

e word II and 11 at the end of 
e paragraph was deleted. 

- a semi-colon followed by the
w rd 11 and 11 was sub-stituted
f6r the full stop at the end
o the paragraph.

Paragraph {d) .. t e following new paragraph 
(d) was inserted -

11 {d) by the su stitution for sub-item (8) 
of item 5 of the following sub-item -

"(8) 

Title �nd Enacting Clause 

Council resumed. 

ing, edien ts I manu.facture 
edi�le oils 

I - p ssed as

for use in the 
of candles, soap, 
and margarine; 11 •

printed. 

On a motion by the Attorney General seconded by 
Mr. Wight the Bill was a third time and passed as amended 
in Committtie. 

CONSTABUL!i.RY (i.MENmWT No. _2) FILL 1951 

Ori motions by the A.tto:r ey General seconded by 
Mr. Wight the BILL inti tuled ii.1 OrtDIHi'.NCE FURTHER TO 
1-JlfiENI:i 'I'IG COJ:JSTi'..BUURY o::--.DI:L'i.U 'E to provide for a change 
in the designation of' the post of Adjutant to that of 
Staff Officer by means of an Oder in Council under the 
Official Designations Ordinanc , 1938 (No.11), was read 
the second time and therec1fterl taken through its re.main-
1ng stages and tassed as print d. 
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ANTIBIOTICS BILL, llli 

The Attorney General mo
�

ed the second reading
of the BILL inti tuled .i\N ORDIN '.NCE TO REGULr\TE �rHE 
IMPORT,,.TION, STOW GE, DIS TRI BU ION, 31\LS AND us� OF 
aNTIBIOTICS which was seconded by Mr. Wight·.

Dr. Singh, Mr. Fern�nde, 1�. Debidin and
Mr. Garter spoke to the motion 

At this sta .0, further onsideration was deferred. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Lt 3.15 p.m. Council was adjourned to afford 
Members on opportunity of attendinn; the funercl of the
late Honourable Francis Diae, 6.B.E. 

Council was then 'adj our ed to 2 p .m. the following
day. 

COUNCIL CHAMBER, 
Public Buildings, 
British Guiana. 
2nd November, 1951.

Conlf irmed, 

Fres ident. 
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