
• MINUTES of the Proceedings of he Fourth Leg:lslati ve
Council of the Colony of Br1. ish Guiana at its 
Fourth Session, 1951; held a I the Public Buildings,

Georgetown, Demers a, on 

FRIDAY, 16TH NOVEli 

AT 2 P ,. F,. 

The President, 
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PRESLNT: 

His Excellency the Governor, Sir Charles 
Campbell #o olle , K.C.M.G., O.B.E., M.C. 
the Colonial Sec etary, Mr. J. Gutch,O.B.E. 
the Acting Attor ey General,Mr.A.C. Brazao 
the hcting Financial Secretary and 
TreasQrer, Mr. w.o. Fraser. 
c.v. Wight., C.B • •  (Western Essequibo) 
Dr. J.B. Singh ., O,B.E.(Demerara-Essequibo) 
Dr. J.A.. Nichols n (Georgetown North) 
T. Lee (Essequib River)
V. Roth, O.B.E. (Nominated)
C.P. Ferreira (B rbice River)
T.T. Thompson (N minated)
G.A.C. Farnum, 0 B.E. (Nominated)
J.P. Coghlan (Deferara River)
J. Fernandes (Georgetown Central)
Dr. G.M, Gonsalvbs (Eastern Berbioe) 
w.o.R. Kendall (New Amsterdam)
A,T, Peters (Ve�}ern Berbice) 
W. A. Phang (!Tor th Wes tern Di� tri ct) 
J. Carter (Georg town South)
L.A. I.uckhoo (Noirtinated)
'iJ.b.. ·1i,acnie, c.t! G., O.B.E.(Nominated).

The Clerk read prayeri. 

CONFIRMA TI 0:-l OF MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday, t he 
15th of :November, 1951, as prin ed and circulated, were 
taken as read and confirmed. 

/.ANNO DN GEtiE�IT 

The Colonial Secretary co unicated the ·following·. 
Message:-

IVISSSA.GE No• 1 

Honourable Members of the !£gis Council.,

As you will recall the Secretary ef State for 
the Colonies, in paragraph 4 of his despatch No. 122 of 
the 6th of October on the Const tutional commissi�n t s 
Report, promised a further comm ication with regard 
to the manner in which the proposed alteration of the 
franchise might be submitted to is Council: this 
communication (despstch No. LA of tl.e 22nd of October) 
has been received and copies are being tabled today. 
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2. It is proposed to take
the Secretary of State to amend 
(Elections) Ordinance, 1945 (No 
universal adult suffrage and th 
the proposal for dividing the e  
into registration areas whic h c 
trib uted to conform with the bo 
electoral districts proposed by 
Comrniss ion. 

The object ot this pro 
difficult and lengthy task of r 
to be put in hand in advance of 
so that there may be as little 
arrangements for hol ding electi 
stitution is introduced. 

3. It is hoped that draft
to give effect to the Secretary 
wil l be ready shortly and on th 
duct:i.on in the Legislative Coun 
Members an opportunity of discu 
Commls�i2n's Report een0rally. 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE 
'

British Guiana. 
15th November, 1951 
(M.P. 262/1/8/3). 

action as s uggested by 
the Leg is la tive Council 

13), to provide for 
reafter to proceed with 
isting electoral districts 
uld afterwards be  redis­
ndaries of the new 
the Constitutio n 

osal is to enable the 
gistration of voters 
the new Con stitution 
elay as possibl e in the 
ns when the new Con-

amending legislation 
of State's suggestion 

occasion of its intro­
il I propose to afford 
sinr, the Constitutional 

c.c. WOOLLEY, 

Governor. 

FT-tEdENTATION OF REPORTS AND DOC IviENTS 

The Colonial Secretary la id on t he tab le the following:-

/ The Secretary of State's despatch No. 134 
of th e 22nd of Oct ber, 1951, referred 
t� in His Excelle�cy the Governor's 
Messa§e No. 1 of t1e 15th of November, 
1951. 

(r .P. 262/1/8/3). 

The Financial Secretary and Treasurer laid-on the 
table the following:-

/ (a) The Minutes of a Sreci 1 Meeting of Finance 
Committee of the .gi.slative Council 
held on the 2nd o November, 1951. 

The Report of the Fina. cial Secretnry and 
1reasurer for the. ear 19EO. 

0 . P • 12 3 / 4 VI I ) • 



UNOPFICIAL NO;iICES 
- ----
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/ lVir. Roth gave notice of the following motion:-

WHER3AS th e St. Joseph's Mercy Hospital and 
School of Nursing operat d by the Sisters of 
Mercy opened its doors t the British a�iana 
public on 1st September, 19,15, with sixty-four 
beds; 

AND WHEREAS today, wit the opening of the 
New �ing, it provides 13

1 
beds of �hich 24 are 

specially re ::rnrved for the inc.igen t-; 

AND WHSREAS the hospit 1 caters for every 
section uf the community wi t.1out regard to 
rc:ice or c:rieed .,. havlng during the f1.rst five 
yeers of its existence t1 eated 8,341 in-patients 
and 25,292 out-1atients; 

;\ND �7F:EREAS the 1::.ospit 1 h.:is maintained a steady· 
I 

po]icy of progress, keeping in line with modern 
medical and surgical dev1 lopment by installing 
up-to-date equipment; 

AND v✓.HERE.,'.S all this has not been done without 
great expense and the co�t of mai.ntenance ., equip­
ment, medicine and food as risen considerably 
within the past five years and is still rising; 

kND 1frlEREAS the debt o the New V�ing s ti.11 
exceeds �200 ., 000; 

BE IT RESOLVED, in viev of the above facts and 
especially in view of' th gap in medical care a.nd 
attention to the cornmuni y at large which this 
hospital undoubtedly haE �illed and is filling, 
that tl-1is Hon -urable Co c il recommends strongly 
to Government the favour1ble consideration of 
granting a subsidy to th s most valuable institution, 

Dr. Nicholson gave notice o 

WP..ERZf-iS it is equi tabl 
- s'.:18re in the profits of

the following motion:­

thot the worker should· 
pdustry; 

AND ,iH.EREAS it is inc· bent upon Government 
amonc; its other functi·in to provide SOCIAL 
SECURITY by way of a s:rs em of monthly i urance 
benefits for the worker �nd his family ,:;hen the 

� wage-earner is old and stops work or if he dies; 

AND WHEFtEAS in as much as there are in existence 
Unions capable of bargaining for the worker with 
his employer there are thousands of employees who 
are as yet unorganised a 1d whose sole protection 
is still Government; 

BE IT RESOLVED that th s Honourable Council 
recommends to Government the appointment of a 
SELLGT CO:tviMI'I'T� t o  examine the question of' the 
institution of a Contributary Pensic-n Scheme for 
the workers of this country and to make recorrni1enda.:. 
tions, 



MOTION BY MR, FERJJdNDES RECOMM:.;NDI!TG THE GRANT OF __A
srmsiflYrro·s�-s.Ti\NISUTJS- COLLrJ!G:}�--------·- ·--- .

Council resumed the debate on the following motioni-

BE IT RESOLVED that this Council recommend to 
Government that a subqidy be granted to 
the Sta Stanislaus Co lege. 

( M. P • 35 /21/8 ) 

After discussion the motion was put and adopted. 

COMPl-\l_iIE§_j_CONSQ_LIDA'i"IO�T) (AivGNDWiI�{J.l__]�J,���J.. 

On motions uy the Attorney �nerBl seconded by 
Mr. �iight the BILL intitu.led h.N '3H:;:t.Nii..NCE lJ:O AMEND 
'11H.ci: COuPlilH:C:3 ( COirnOLID TIOh) ORDiiHd�,«� WXTH RESP.d}C'l' 
'I'O 'i'hB hPl'OIH'.i1MGli'r 01" AU1.LJ1'1'0RS was read �he second
time and thereafter taken throu 1h the remai ning stages
and passed as printed • 

.ADJOURNMENT 

The Presi�ent adjourned c�unpil to 2 p.m. on 
Friday, the 23rd cf November, 1951. 

I 

COUNCIL CHAMBER, 
Public Building�, 
British Guiana� 

23:rd November, 1951. 

Confirmed, 

P esident. 
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