
MINUTES of the Proceedings o the Fourth Legislative
Council of the Colony- of B itish Guiana at its 
Fourth Session, 1951, held ut the P ublic Buildings,

Georgetown, Demerara, on 

PITi'Dhlr,�SDAY, 19TH �,��MB�R 1°51 vv.c. :u..... J.!i v�d -""" 1 ., 1 

AT 2 .M. 

PRB:SEr TI 

The Deputy President, the Hodourable c.v. Wight, C.B.E.
( in the Chair) 
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(Demerara-Es secµ ib o)

J. Raatgev8r (Nominated) 
V. Roth, o • .s.E. (Nominated) 
C.P. Ferreira (Berbice River) 
T.T. Tnompson Nom5nated) 
G.�.c. Farnum, O.B.E. (Norninated)
J.P. Coghlan (1emsrara River) 
D.P. Debidin (E8stern Demerara) 
J. Fernandes (Georgetown Central) 
Dr. o. Jage.n (Central Demerara) · r.
w.o.R. Kendall (New Amsterdam) 
1-�.T. Peters (}estern Berbice) 
W.A. Phang (North W6stern District)
G.H. Smellie (lfominated) 
J. Carter (Geo 1getown South ) 
L,11.. Luckhoo ( omina ted) 
W,A, Macnie, C M,G., O.B.E. (Nominated). 

The Clerk read prayers. 

VcoNFIRNU:iTION OF MilHJ1:i1ES 

Mr. Debidin referred to 
by him some time aeo and expr
that th ey had not yet been in
of the Council. 

ertain questions tabled 
ssed concern at the fact 
orporated in the Minutes 

The Attorney General exp ained that the Honourable
Member had been informed that the questions had been 
ruled out of order by the President and would th9refore
not appear in the Minut.s, 

In protest, Mr. Debidin t\ en moved that the ce,n­
firmation of the Minutes of th previous meeting should
be deferred, but as the motion was not seconded the 
Der,uty President put the quest on for the confirmation
of the Minutes which was adopt d. 

Accordingly, the Minutes pf the Meeting of Council
h8ld on the Eth of December, as printed and circulated,
were �onfirmed. 
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PRESENTit TION OF REPORTS !,ND OCUM31JTS 

The Financial Secretar and Treasurer laid on 
the table the following�-

(a) Minutes of the Mee ing of Finance Committee
of the Legis la t�ve · Council held on the 
3rd, 4th, 6t h, th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 
13th, 14th and 17th of December, 1951. 

(b) heport of the Pinan e Committee of the
Legislative Coun i1 on the motion 
introduced by th Honourable the 
FinanciHl Secret ry and Tressurer on 
the 28th of Neve ilier, 1951, in con­
nection with the 19�2 drdft Estimates. 

GOVERNMENT NO'l'ICZS 
I The Colonial Secretary @iaVE; notice· of the following

motion and of his intention t9 move the suspension of 
Standinc Rules and Orders to ake it Gt a later stage 
or at a subsequent meeting:-

That, in accordance with the provisions o f  
section 9(o) of the Co-01 erative Credit Banks 
(Special Provisions) Ord'nance, 1948, (No. 22), 
this Council approves of thnt Ordinance being 
continued in force throu hout the year ·1952. 

The Attorney General gav notice of the introduction 
and fitst reading of the follo ing Bills and of his 
intention to m�ve the suspensi.n of Standing Rules and 
Orders to take them through al stages at a later stage 
or at a subseqqeot meeting of ouncil:-

(a) 11. BILL intituled 1.N
�

RDI:'il-i.NCE FURTH.8::R TO 
AMEND TH.Li; TAX OHDH ��1':CE, 1939. 

( M. P. 6 6 /2 4 I 1 ) •

(b) ,1. BILL inti tuled 1-1.N OiDINi-d CE }1URTH1lli '110 
Ar11.J:!Ji:W '11H.ci; INTOXIC1-1.1IHG LI�UOR LICENSING 

V ORDIN/.NCE. 
( ,I. P • 6 6/24 II) • 

OHDER OF THE D :.Y 

RENT RESTRICTION ORDiill-JiCE, 1941 (No. 232-=, 
co1,;r:L1IHU 1.'.2ION DURIHG 1952 i

Standing Rules and Orders-\ having been suspended,
the I' .... ttorncy General moved and �he Colonial Sec1'etary 
seconded the following motion wtlich was adoptedi-

BE IT RESOLVED that th Rent Restriction 
Ordinance, 194.l (No. 23 o 1941)· shall continue 
in force for a further period of one ye�r up to 
and including the 31st day of December, 19�2. 

(r.�. P. 186/11 IV) ,.
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TAX ( ,U�·:DFENT No. 3) BILL, 1951 - Second Reading 

With Cou!1cil 1 s consent the· Financial Secretary 
and Tre3suror moved the socopd reading of the following 
Bill which was seconded by the Colonial Secretary:-

A BILL intituled AlJ OL HL\NCE FURTHER TO t.MCJD 
THE T1-.X OF.Dr:r.,. .. ncE, 11 39 •

.f.:.fter dis cuss ion the m tion wc.1s put and Council 
divided and voted as under:-

For i.gains t Did not vote 

Mr. 1110 cni e Mr. De idin Dr. Jagan 
Tu1r. Luckhoo 
Mr. Srnollie 
Mr. Phang 
Mr. Peters ". Hr• Kendal 1
],'�r • Fernandes 
Mr. Coghlan 
Iv1r. F ..ernur,1 
�r • 'I'hompson 
-. ir • Roth 

Mr. Raatgever 
Dr. �ingh 
The Fir.ancial 

Secretary 
The Attorna� General 
The Colonial Secretary 

_1§_ 

The motion having been 
the second time. 

Committe� 

Council resolved into 
the Bill clause by clause. 

Clause 1 - pnssod as vrinted 

,, Mr, Lee 

_l__ 2

aff irrred, the Bill was read 

ommittee and considered 

Clause 2 - A notion by Mr. K ndall to reduce the annual 
licence duty to 1 paid by money lenders from 

. 1150 to �100 was ut and rejected on the 
following divisio :-

For Against 

Mr. Carter • Macnie
Mr. Kendall MI. Smellie
Dr. Jagan ]" I Phang'?i'. 
Mr. Debidin 

;: 
Peters 
Fernandes

r,. Coghlan
Farnum 

l • MJJ1, Thompson
MF. Lee 
Dr. Singh 
The Financinl Secr8tary 

iit! 
Attorney General 
Colonial Secretary

4 ..JL 

,. 



The follov1 ing a1:1t,ndr1E:nt moved by the 
Financial Secreta I and Trbasurer was
accepted:-

Substitution of a 1colon for tho full stop 
at the end of the clause; and the insertion
of the follow L.1g plt'ovis o: -

"Provided that the provisions of this
section -

(a) shall onlf apply to a person who
is a money lend r within the, 
r;ioaning o section two of the 

Cap.68 Money-u,;n ors Ordinance; 

(b) shall not apply to a person registered
as a mone -lender under the Money• 
Lenders O:il-dinance who does not ent0r 
into uny 1 ew money-lending transaction 
after the thirty-first day of December,
nineteen nundrod and fifty-one." 

Clause 2 was pnsse� as mended. 

Tho Financial S0cr0t8ry \and Treasurer gave members
the as�rnrance that the 1uestion of amending the Money 
Lenders Ordinance, Chapter 68 I with respect to loans on 
mortgages as suggested in the course of the debate, would
be referred to Gover nment for ccnsiderot1on. 

Clause 3 - Mr. Lee moved th0 i sertion of the follov1ing
proviso at tho end of the Clause -

11 Provided th�,t t;he tax in this section 
in sub-section (a} shall not be chargeable
in the rural ar0as of this Colony." 

After discussion the amendment was put and
rejected on the fol owing divisions-

For 
-

Mr. Kendall Mr. 
Dr. Jogan Mr. 
Mr. Debidin I�r. 
tar. Thompson Mr. 

Mr. Lee 1 r. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Ir. 

Dr. 

'Fhe 
The 

0 

J\ga inst 

Macnie
Car ter 
Smellie 
Phang 
Peters 
Fernandes
Coghlan 
Farnum 
Singh 
Financinl Sec retory
1\ ttorney General 
Colonial Secretory

12 

I "
' 
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There ter Clc•use 3 as printud was put and adopted
on the follovvi11e; c.livision:-

For 

Mr. Uacnie 
Mr. Carter 
N"ir. Smel lie 
t :r. Phung 
Mr. Peters 
Iv�r. Fcr!1tmcles 
Kr. Goghlon 
Mr. Farnum 
Dr. �ingh 
'Ihe Financial 
The. ttorney 
Th.0 Colonicl 

Se ere trry 
General 
Sc cr1J tn ry 

12 

Dr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

ngan 
ebidin 

'I\hompson 
r 

4 

Did not vote 

lflr. Kenda 11 

1 

Clause 4 and the Title a.1d inRcting Clauses -
were pussed as printed. 

Council resumed. 

T ird Reading 

vt/ith Council's consent a d on 8 motion by the 
Financial Secretary and '.i'r0asu or seconded by the
Colonial Sec re ·Lary the Bi 11 vrn� then re ad n third time
snd passed as ::;mondod in Cornmiftee. 

The Financial Secretary end Treasurer moved the 
second reading of the followin. Bill and the Colonial 
Secretary seconded:-

A. BILL inti tuled AN ORDI1l.1.\1�CE FURTHER TO AMEND
THE CUSl10MS DU'i'I.l:!. OI D TIT,.1-JGE, 1935.

/!t this stage n motion by :t,,_r. Debidin seconded by 
�tr. 'fhomrson for the adjournment of Council was put ond 
adopted on the followine; division:-

For A�ainst Did not vote 

kr. Macnie 
Nr. Carter 
Mr. Phang 
Mr. Peters 
Mr. Kendall 
Dr. Jagan 
l\:r. D0bidin 
Mr. Farnum 

8 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. 
Dr. 
The 
The 
The 

F'ernandes 
Singh 
Financial!Secretary
;. t torney Goner a 1 
Goloniol ecretary 

5 

Mr. Coghlan 

1 

Accordingly, the Deputy President adjourned Council 
to 2 p,m, the following day. 

Confirmed, ./.<� ., 

COUNCIL CHAMBER, (. ( 

I 
Public Bui;dings, • 
British Guiana. P�esident. 
20th December, 1951. 
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