
MINUTES of t he Proceedings o the Fourth Legislative 
Council of the Golcmy of B itish Guiana at its 
Fourth Session, 1951, held.at the Public Buildings, 

George town, De 
1
erara, on

THURSDAY, 25TH QCTOBJ;;;R, 1951, 

AT 2 P.M. 

The Deputy President, the.Ho ourable c.v. Wight, C.B.E. 
in the Chair) 
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the Colonial Secretary, Mr.J.Gutch, O.B.E. 
the Acting At orney General, Mr.A.C.Brazao

the Acting Fidancia 1 Secretary and 
Treasur r, Mr. iJII. O. Fraser 

Dr. J.B.Singh, o .• B.E. (:Oem erar' a-Essequibo) 
Dr. J.A. Nicholson (Georgetown North) 
T. Lee (Essequibo River)
v. Roth, o.B.E. (Nominated)
c.P. Ferreira (Berbice River)
T.T. Thompson (Nominated) 
J.P. Coghlan (Demerara River) 
D.P. Debidin (Eastern Demerara)
J. Fernandes (Georgetown Central)
Dr. G.M •. Gons lve� (Eastern Berbice) 
W. 0 .:a. Kenda 1. ( New Amsterdam)
V-J.A. Phang (North We�tern District)
J. Carter (Ge rgetown South)
1.1�. Luckhoo (Nominated) 
R.B. Gajraj (l ominated) 
W.1--;... Macnie, .M.G., O.B.E. (Nominated).

n1e Clerk read praye�s • 

COliFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Meet'ngs he ld on Wednesday, tra 
18th of July, and Fr iday, the 19th of October, 1951, 
were taken as read and confi med. 

PRESENTATION OF REPORTS A.ND ]OCUMEUTS 

The Colonial Secretary laid on the table the following 
documents:-

✓ (a) The Report on the Forest Department for the
year 1950. 

(M. P. 46/4 IV). 

✓(b) The Report on the Mahaicony/Abary Rice Develop­
ment Scheme for the year 1949. 

(M.F. 259/1/2/4/5/2/l IV). 

✓ (c) The Report of the Central Housing and Planning
Authority for the year 1950. 

( M. P_. 342/4) _ 

(d) The Report on the Medical Department for t he
year 1950. 

(M.P. 71/4 VIII)� 



- a -

J ( e) The Report on the Customs Department for t he year 
1950. 

(M.P. 27/4 VI). 

✓ (f) The Report of the Rum Cur ng and Bottl ing _committee.
( 11. p. c. 27/2272). 

✓ (g) The Report of the Registrar General for the vear 1950.
(M.F,. 11/4 IV). 

I (h) The Report of the Contro ller of Civil Aviation for

the year 19 50. 
(M.P. 9/30/7-8/10). 

/ ( i) Memorandum on the Compr�hens ive Water Contro 1 
Scheme s envisaged by Mr. F.H. Hutchinson, 
C.I.E • ., M.I.c.�., Consulting Engineer.

( N� • P • C • 3 3 / 5 5 ) • 

" ( j) The F'irs t Annual heport o ·· the British Guiana 
Soci�ty for the Blind 

( N. P • 41/2 2). 

(k) The Report on the British l.iuiana Bo y Scouts
Association for they ar ended 30th June,1951. 

(M.P� 41/22). 

(1) The Report of the British G\1-tana S ociety for the
Prevention of Cruelty Ito Animals.

(M.P. 41/22). 

✓ (m) The Twenty-Fourth Annual Report of the British Guiana
Legion for the. yPar ended 30th September, 1950. 

(M,P. 41/22). 

✓ (n) The Report of the Younr; Men's Chri stian Association
of Georgetown for the year 19GO. 

· OLP. 41/22). 

✓ ( o) The Twen ty-:s1ourth Annual ijeport of the Young Women Is
Christian Association of Georgetown for the year 
1950. 

( M. P. 41/22 ) • 

l(p) The Report on the Belfiel Girls r School, Cove and 
John for the year 1950. 

(M.P. 41/22). 

✓ (q) The !-eport on the British 1..i"uiana Girl Guide Branch
Association for the year ended 30th September, 
1950. 

j(r) The Annual Report on St. Ann's Orp hanage for the 
the year 1950. 

( M. P • 41/22) • 

/(s) The Annual Returns of heceipts and Expenditure of 
Plaisance O rp h·na ·e for the year ended 30th 
June, 1951, 

( M. P • 4 l/ 2 2 ) • 
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/ (t) 1'he Report of the Hindu Religious Society for the year
ended 31st May, 1951. 

(M. P. 41/22). 

(u) The Report on the African Development l'iSS ociatioh 
for 1950. 

(M.1'. 41/22)� 

(v) The draft Crown Lands (AmE.sn ment) Regulations, 1951.
(M.P. 58/13/7). 

v (w) The Governor in Council's decision on the petition 
tabled by the Hono�rable C.V. Wight, C.B.E., on
behalf of Mr. Hercules George. 

(M.P·. 102/11 /2/115). 

✓(x) The �eport of the Directorslof the New Widows' and
Orphans' Fund for the year 1950. 

(M.P. 134/1 II). 

V (y) The Report of the Departmen of Lands and Mines
for 1950. 

(M.P. 58/4 V). 

The Financial Secretary and Treasurer laid on. the table 

✓ 

thEJ following document:-

Minutes of the Mee tings of Finance Commit tee of
Legislative Council held on 26th July, 23rd

' and 27th September, J.951.. 

GOVERNMEUT NOTICES 

the 
August

The Colonial Secret�ry gave notice of the following
/ motion:-

That, this Council approves the draft Grown Lands
(Amendment) ReguJ.-Btions, 1951, which hl::lve been laid. 

(M.P. 58/13/7). 

The Attorney GenE.sral gave n tice of the introduction and 
first reading of tho following Bills; and of his intention to
move the suspension of Standing Rules and Orders at the next 
or a su�sequent meeting of Coun il to proceed with the Bills
at (1) and (11h-

(l) A

(ii) li 

/ 

(iii) A

BILL intituled AN ORDINANCE FURTHER TO AMZND
THE CUSTOMS DtrfIES ORDINANCE, 1935. 

(M.P, 27/15/10 II). 

BILL inti tuled t.N OR�H!V\NCE TO MAKE PROVISION
FOR THE �.CQUISITI0N l,!ND DISPOSAL OF MOVABLE 
AND IMMOVl,BLE PROPERTY BY ALIENS • 

( M. F. S • 82/5 II) •

BILL inti tuled AN ORDDU"iNCE TO REGULATE THE 
CONDI'I1IOhS OF EMPLOYMEN'r OF CERTAIN WORKERS•

(M.P. 56/53 II). 

(iv) A BILL intituled AN OI1DINAUCE FURTHER TO AMEND
THE TE.1-i.C:H&S ?�l!SIONS ORDINANCE "JiJITH R�3P E<JT
TO 11:HE Rt.'.'.b OF P:illr SION .1:1.ND '.i:Hl!; 'l'E.ii.<Jill:.:RS 
PENSION REGISTER. 

(M.P. 35/14/24/1 III). 
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(v) A BILL inti tuled AN OTIDIN!ilTCE FURTHER TO .AMEND
THE CONSTABULARY RDn-.1u:cE.

( M. P. 186/6 I I) • 

(vi) A BILL intitulcd AN ORDINMTCE TO REGULATE THE
IMPORTATION, STOR.:.GE, DIS'i'RIBUTION

., 
SJ\LE AND 

USE OF ANTIBIOTIC • 
(M.P. 71/3/10). 

(vii) A BILL intituled AN ORDINANCE FURTILlR TO AMEIID
THE SUMZ,'IA.RY JURISDICTIOU ( 017FEF GES) ORDINANCE.

(viii) J:..

' 
(M.P. 85/5). 

BILL intitulcd J,.N ORDL�P.NCE TO AMEND .THE DOGS 
ORDUJ.i-.NCE, 1950. 

(M.P. 60/3/3 III). 

UNOFFICIAL HO'I'ICES 

v Mr. L0e gave notice of he following motion,.:-
• 

WHERE�\S Plantation Rtdge, Wakenaam, was declar·ed a 
Sea Defence area and t�e owners were compelled under
tho Sea Defenc6c Or dinance, Chapter 118, to pay sea 
defence rates and did p�y such rates for sever al 
JGcrs; 

L�·:n "Ji/InP.E.!\.S the said Defence rates were declar e d  
3 Colonial question and the construction, repairs 
and maintenance of sea defence areas were ma de 
chargeable to gEneral r0v8nue; 

d·TD ,v'IillE3li.S the said Plan tot ion Ridge, Wakenaam, 
is being inundated by the t ide8 through the non­
repairs of the koker which is par t and parcel o f  
the Sea Defences; 

AND vl/I{Efili.S the said oker is fur ther par t and 
parcel oi' the public road of the is land und as such 
Government is liable to ointain the said public 
roEicl; 

BE IT RESOLVED that tis Honourable Council 
reco mn,end to Government the immediate repairs of 
the 2aicl koker and sea defence of the said frontal 
area of toid Plantation Ri dge, Wakenaam

., 
in order 

to protect th_e owner s and tenants of the said lands. 

Mr. Debi din gave notice of the following mo tions,-
' 

(at WH:iffiili\S the Mahaicony District is one of the lar gest, 
an d mos t impor tent rural districts in the Colony
embracing as it does t he Mahaicony Abary Rice 
Expansion Scheme, the large rice �rowin11 and cattle 
areas on both banks of the Mnhaicony Creek with a 
population spreading out to a distanc e of about 
thirty miles on both bR�ks of the  Mahaicony River

,. 

also containing the three local authori tics of 
Eastern r,Lhc icony which· -"·tends from P lantation 
Park to the Abnry }:i vor, the· Cen tra 1 Maha icony Locn l 
Authority, and Perth Vil lage, nnd also embracing 
populated areas up to as f ar vrnst os Plantations 
DeKenderen and F'airfHll d; 
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1-.ND WHEI EA.S M&ha ico1 y is approximately midway
between George town and New Am::: terdam, that is, 
approximately forty miles from the nor.rest public
hospital; 

AND iV:Hc;REaS there is a Gover:1men t Medi cal Officer
stationed at Central M8haicony, but in very ure;ent 
ca sos mo st often neces/si tating an operation persons
injured seriously in accidents, or taken seriously 
ill otherwise will have to be sent to C-erogetown 
for an operation, whereas immediate attention and
facilities for hospit�lisinR such cases for a few

davs might save many 8 life; 

:-.ND ·iv"liSREI' ... S also there is no rnor tuary. in this 
district; 

BE IT RESOLVED that this Honourable Council 
recommend to Government -

(a) the establishm(nt of a cottage hospital
at Central Mr. haicony; ond 

{b) the erection oi a m ortuary at Central
Mahaicony. 

---------T 

(b) WHEREAS it is desirable th at a contributory pension
scheme be establish�d for the whole Colony with. 
universal application wherever there is the 
r0lationship of employer and emplc1ae; 

AND WHEREil.S the Colony is in need of money to
fin8ncc certoin dev0lopment schemes which would 
result in a greater measure of pr�sperity to tre
Colony generally, Fi.g 1 , making a•rnilable through
Losn BQnks or oth�rwirle �ore money to mor� peasant
farmers for more prodaction of ricn, cattle, milk, 
provision, etc., and for Grection of bous�s; 

i�liD i"JI{:r.::;R.IAS if th� aforesaid Colony-v,ide pension
scheme be made a G.ovE.i:imment controlled; undertaking,
there would be a considerable rE:volving sum in the 
hands of Government which can be used as aforesaid;

BE IT RESOLVLill tha� this Honour�ble Counci 1,
accepting the principle of the E:stablishment of a

V colony-wide pension scheme, recommend to Government
the appointment of a seloct committee of this 
Council to corn! ider and _report on -

(o) the establishment and application of a
·colony-wide pension scheme; 

(b) tho expediency and mannE-r of Government
cont rollin g  the sar.10; and 

(c) the purp ose or purposes to which funds
in hand of the Government may be devoted
in the ll_,..0s t of' the development of the
Colony. 

_, ______ _
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WHET'.El.S in this Colony there is no l8w anc1 procedure 
laid down for the adoption of children and many 
instances have arisen and will always arise where 
n person may wish to ado t a  child; 

;'>.ND • HEREf;.S such a po ·son adopting a child today 
would merely be putting pimself or herself in 1££0 
parentis towards such ch�ld with all legal rights, 
liabilities and duties of parent towards the child 
still vested in the true parent; 

1\.ND v·mER&S such ques�ions as an adopted child 
inheriting as of right under the Estate of an 
adopted parent and so forth can only be provided 
for by legislation such as obt�ins in England; 

.c:\l'TD v'iHt�R&1.S similar legislation as exists in 
England for the adoption of children in this Colony
is overdue; 

BE IT RESOLVED that tpis Council request Govern-
ment to enact an Ordinanbe to contain similar 
provisions as the Adopti n of Children Act, 1926, 
(16 and 17 George V Ghpp�er 29) and that a Select 
Committee be appointed for the purpose of settling 
the provisions of the salid hct or otherwise which 
should be contained in such Ordi�nnce. 

-------1----
(d) \\·HEREJ.S the Village of Mohnica-Helena-Supply has

clways been and is still one of the Colony's largest
villages, and is central to a very large number of 
other populated areas namely La Bonne Mere, Cane 
Grove, Mahaics Creek, Chplsea Village, Vygeval, 
DoHoop, Manilla, Strangroen, Content, Columbia, 
Glazier's lust, Febecca f s Rust, Broek-en-�foter­
Lund, Lancaster, Unity, etc., etc.;

AND WH:2:ff&iS since the closing down of the Sugar 
Estates at P1anuation Ca e Grove the hospital at 
C-nne Grove has been closed;

J.ND WHERE.L\.S there is 1110 mortuary in the aforesaid
districts, and the �earest mortuary used in respect 
of any cases from the aforesaid districts is at 
Plantation Enmore, East Coast, Demerara; 

iiND 1v'BER&S this result s in the greatest hardship 
and inconvenience to th se in th� aforesaid districts; 

BE IT RESOLVED that this Honourable Councii 
re comrriend to Government that steps be taken immedia tel r 

for the erection of a proper mortuary at some con­
venient place a� Mahaica, East Coast, Demcrara • 

.. ---------
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(o) WH:cfil&:..S the Village of 1 Mahaica-Helona-Supply 
has always been and is still one of the Colony's
largest villages, and is central to a very large
number of other populated areas namely La Bonne 
Mere, Cane Grove, Mah�ica Cr-=-ek, Chelsea Villoge,
Vygeval, DeHoop, Manilla, Strangroen, Content, 
Columbia, Glazier's r.Js t, Rebecca's Rust, Broek­
en-Water-Land, Lancas�er, Unity, etc., &tc.;-

i,i.ID viHERE.1-\S these districts have been served 
before, when the popuJation had not been as great,
by a medical officer residing at Mahaica; 

=�ND i'"idER�S since t e closing down of the sugar
estate at Plantation C�ne Gro vo the hospital at 
Cane Grove has been clbsed; 

AND WHEREflS the above districts are served by a
Government Medical Offlcer residing at Belfield, 
East Coast, Demerara, bbout ten miles distant from 
Mahaica, nnd in the ca 1 e of some of the abovementioned
districts about twenty miles distant; 

.. ;,ND i:"il-ISR�/1.S the sick, injured, maternity cases,
etc., suffer the greatest inoonvenience one can 
imagine to obtain quick and adequate med:cal attention,
relief and treatment, ➔nd having regard to the growing 
importance of the grow\ng population of the area 
covered�y the above d"stricts -

BE IT RESOLVED that this Honourable Council
s/ recommend that Government take steps -

l , 
(a) to establish a cottage hospital in the,

Mahaica Viilage aforesaid; 

(b) provide for a Go ernment Medi ca 1 Officer
to be resident at Mahaica; and 

(c) that pending the\ establishment of the Cottage
Hospital aforesa

f
"d a Government dispensary 

with full first- id facilities, and o whole­
time Sick Nurse nd Dispenser be established
immediately at M haica. 

-----------

(f) WHERE�S the rural distr cts of the Colony, and 
pnrticulPrly the river districts and other remote
areas are very inadequately served by qualified 
midwives; 

AND V'fC-IEF..EAS in a good many· of these areas the 
residents have to depend upon unqualified.persons
for midiwfery attention;

A D -��HEREL1.S in order to keep down the Colony's
expenditure, and at the sam� time provide a more 
adequate serviee throughout the Colony, it is very
desirable that a scheme be immediately inaugurated 
whereby young women with permanent residence in the
very areas to be served may be given a course of  
training in midwifery, and be  registered as midwives; 
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ii.ND WHEREAS this cou d be arranged at no great 
expenditure by the Medi 1 al Department of the Colony;

BE IT RESOLVED that his Honourable Council 
recommend to Government the very early establishment. 
offacilities for the tr ining of a sllf cient number 
of women drawn from thojrural areas of the Colony, 
particularly of the rempte districts� a cours� of 
midwifery, practical ancn theoretical with a view to 
their being registered s midwive�; 

I 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that tnts Council 

recommend the ap .. ointrnettt of n SelPct Co:mmittee to 
consider all the details involved by che aforesaid 
recommendation, and rep,rt thereon to this Honourable 
Council as early as pos�ible. 

WHEREAS farmers through ut 
suffering severe set-badks 
droughts, floods, and.td

l 

a
pests and oth�r causes; 

the Colony have been 
from time to time from 
smsller degree from 

.t1.l'lD v·✓&:f<.&S with the high cost of living and the 
very small scope for em·loyment of the increasing 
population, the populat�on.in the main will have to 

- ·depend more and more upon the 11:md for a living;

A.ND UhEFtEt\S recent fJoodings have shown how
s�riously the populatiod can be affected;

{h) 

BE IT RESOLVED that is Honourable Council
rocom..mend to Government the establishment of a
Government controlled insurance for farmers in
the Colony against loss of c8ttle and crops from
floods, droughts and oth r causes snd thnt a
Commi tteo be nppointed by- His Excellency :·,� ·,.. ·y-·�:-,.� 

the Govern or to go in to the met t0r and report 
there on. 

WHERELS the East :::::::1. Water Conservancy of an
area of 221 squa re miles releases its water in the 
wet seasons through four sluices and sometimes 
through cuts made in tho dams exclusively into the 
Mohnica River, and this yolumo of thousands of 
millions of cubic feet or wnter released per day 
is fnr in excess of v1hatl th0 river can disch.irge 
per day, and would inevitably cause abnormal 
floodinGs of the lands not only on &ither bank of 
t�e Muhuica River, but also of lnnas in the Mahaicony 
River districts; 

�i�D WH.1�Rili .. S there has been a most disastrous 
flooding in the ea rly part of the yonr 1950, affect­
ing the above aruas whicl was aggravated by  the water 
from the East Demerara Wat�r Conservancy in so far 
as these a reas are conce ned resulting in serious 
destruction of crops and othc,r losses; 

i�ifD NH.ER&S more wa ten is being conserved in the 
Conservancy with a great r threat to the conserv8ncy 
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dams during rai ny w0oth6 .1, nnd thE.:re is more 
frequent floodings of the c ove nr-E:.as exper ionced
as a result of the nee es s1i ty fo:.> J 0 tting o ut the
e-rness wotcr into the Mn nic::i niver-;

\ND WHEREAS it is now be�rond "'::i11· p0int of 
exasperation on the pert of tre �'.'e"� .·=mts in their 
rec urrent sufferings; 

:, JD ·v✓n-2:R&'.S the Consu�t ing Eng�_nesr of the Colony 
has expressed the opinion th:..�t it JP. not an engineer­
ing impos sibil ity to drain all exl,N:S ,�ter from 'the 
Consern1ncy in wot sense s throu3h L:18 .DE;mer::lra 
River, end he feels it i.., wor-1: to l:.e ,:or.e whether 
now or in thu future; 

I.HD ,d:ic;R.rZAS this work is un urgen t o.nd immediate
necessity; 

BE IT RESOLVED that th.is Honou.rable Legisla ti vo 
Council recommend to Gov�rnment thut steps be taken 
v0ry soon to build the n�cessary outlet to the 
Dcmerara River i� order to dr8in all excess water 
from the Enst DE.i:1,JrE,ra Water Conservancy in wet 
seasons throu8h the Deme ara Rivar instead of through 
the Mahal. ca River. 

--�---

Fern0ndes gave notic0 of fh e follow ing motion:• 

BE IT RESOLVED· that this Council recor.unend to 
Government that o subsid,r be CTrr--ntocl to the 
St. Stanislnue College. 

j NOTICE o-• ri1JE3TION3 

Mr. Debidi.n gave notic e i' the fol lowtng questio ns:--

1. ·i,7tlat is tho total quantity of (a ) crude coc onut
oil (b) refined oil'e�por tcd from the Colony
during th0 yE,o.r 1950? ·

2. To what countries were thu aforesaid oils so
exported, giving the quantity to each country,
and the prices paid 

tl
or each kind of oil by

eac h country? 

3. Who were the; consignors and/or o'vmers of the
aforesnid oils referred to in question No. l?

4. �hat quantities of (a) c r ude c oconut oil (b)
ref;ined oil eac h c onsignor nnd/or c:,,,vner shipped
from the Colony in th e aforesaid year 1950?

5. What amounts each owner of the aforesaid oils
rec eived in respect 1. such shipments?

6. tivbat revenue was gained by th e Colony from tho
exportation of the aforesaid oils?
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7. Who or what authorit was res onsible for, or 
r,ave the sanction fo such expo�tations of crude
coconut oil and refi .ed o:l i� 1950? 

8. V/hat was the total a nual prod'1c·tion of coconuts
in t he Colony for the last fiv� years? 

9. Wb.nt wos tho total a nual prod.tl:.!tion of (a) crude
coconut oil (b) refi etioil ov:2,y, t:h,3 said period 
of five yonrs?

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 
I, �-. • 
, .,.· �. 

l�bo t was the total n mber of di�nL1s which were 
available for the st rage of co�GG�t oil {crude
and rei'ined) for eacp. of the yeo.r2 between 1945
to 1950, and at the present time? 

Has Government made lny effort to increase the
numb0r of drums for 1uch storage during the 
year 1950, and during this year? If so, wr.a t
is the nature of the effort? 

What is the personne of the Committee presently
appointed to report ,n the coconut oil industry 
of wh&�h the Directo, of agriculture is Chairman?

Whet is the qualific I tion and/or connection with the
coconut industry of -ach member of such Committee? 

14. What is the quantity of copra meal produced in
er.ch of the last fiv • years? 

15. To whom was copra meal sold and distributed in any
of the past five years for which this information 
may bG obtained from a Govcrmnent Depnrtment? 

16. Those who received i� any one year less than one
ten mny be grouped u1der Miscellaneous. In 

particular what quan ities of copra meal were 
sold to -

(a) Booker Bros. M Connell & Coo Ltd.
{b) G ladys Hicken & Co. Ltd. 
(c) Sugar Estates I 
(d) Other concerns 

during the last five yeors and up to the present
time? 

FESTIV-AL OF BRITAIN 

Referring to his recent visit to the United 
Kingdom as one of the Co]ony 1 s delegates to the 
Festival of Britain, Mr. Kendall thanlrnd Members 
of Council for hnving selected him ond requested 
that an expression of his appreciation and thanks 
should be conveyed to His Majesty's Gov�rnment for
the facilities afforded him during his stay in the 
United Kingdom and also to the British.Council for 
arranging a visit to tanneries and leather factories
in Northampton. 

Mr, Thompson associated himself with Mr,Kendall's
remarks. 
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Th resident odjour 
on the following day, Fr 
1951. 

COUNCIL CHAMBER,· 
Public Buildings, 
British Guiana. 
26th October, 1951. 

Confi med, 

2 p.m. 
of October, 
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