MINUTES of the Proceedings o the Fourth legislative
Council of the Colony of b itish Guiana at its
Fourth Session, 1951, held at the Public Buildings,

Georgetown, De erara, on

THURSDAY, 25TH OCTOBrR, 1951,
AT 2 F.M,
PRESENTS

The Deputy President, the Ho ourable C.V. Wight, C,B.E.
in the Chair)
The Honourable the Colonial Secretary, MNr.J.Gutch, O.D.E.
The Honourable the Acting &t.orney General, Mr.A.C.Brazao
The Honourable the Acting Financial Secretary and
Treasur r, Mr. W, O. Fraser

The Honcurable Dr. J.B.Singh, O.B.E.(Demerar a=Essequibo)

" " Dr. J.A, Nicholson (Georgetown North)

" o T, Iee (Bsseguibo River)

" " V. Reth, O0.R,E. (Nominated)

" " C.P, Ferreira (Berbice River)

" " T.7. Thompson (Nominated)

i i J.P. Coghlan (Demerara River)

" i D.P. Debidin (Fastern Demerara)

i " J. Fernandes (Georgetown Central)

it a Dr. G.lM. Gons lves (Eastern Berbice)

" i W.0.B. Kendall (New Amsterdam)

" " W.A., Phang (North Western District)

" " J. Carter (Gc rgetown South)

" " L.4, Luckhoo (Nominated)

" " R.B. Gajraj (I ominated)

i " Wer, Macnie, .M.G., O0.B.E., (Nominated).

Tne Clerk read prayers,

CO4FIRKATION OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meet‘ngs held on Wednesday, the
18th of July, and Friday, the 19th of October, 1951,
wecre taken as read and conf'i med,

PRASKNTATION OF REFORTS AND DOCUMEN TS

The Colcnial Secrctary laid on the table the following
docurmente s~

/'(a) The Report on the Forest Department for the
year 1980,
(M.F. 26/4 1IV),

v (b) The Report on the Mahaiconv/Abary Rice Develop=-
ment Scheme for the year 1949,
(M.F. 259/1/2/4/5/2/1 IV).
v (c) The Report of the Central Housing and Planning
Authority for the year 1950,
(M.P. 342/4).
(d) The Report on the Medical Department for the

year 19850,
(M.P, 71/4 VIII),
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heport on the Customs Department for the year

1950,
(.P., 27/4 VI).

Report of the Rum Cur ng and Bottling Committee.
(i.P. C. 27/22/2).

Report of the Registrar General for the year 1950,
(M,B. 11/4 1IV).

Report of the Controller of Civil Aviation for
the year 19°%0,
(M.P. 9/30/18/10).

femorandum on the Comprehensive Water Control
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The
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Schemes envisaged by Mr., F.H. Hutchinson,
c.I.B., ¥.I.C..3., Consulting Engineer,
(li.F. C. 33/55).

First Annual heport o® the British Guiana
Socicty fer the Blind
(1.P. 41/22).

neport on the British Wuiana Boy Scouts
Association for the y ar ended 30th June, 1951,
(M. P, 41/22).

Report of the British Gulana Society for the

Prevention of Cruelty to animels,
(M. P, 41/22).

Twenty-f'ourth Annual Report of the British Guiana
Legion for th=s yerar ended 30th September, 1950,
(M.P, 41/22).

; Report of the Young len's Christian Association

of Georgotown for the year 1950,
(M.P, 41/22).

Twen ty-Fourth Annual Report of the Young Women 's
Christian Association of Georgetown for the year
1980.

(M.P. 41/22),

keport on the Belfiel Girls! School, Cove and
John for the year 19£0,
(M.P. 41/22).

Lieport on the British Yuiana Girl Guide Branch
Association for the year ended 30th September,

1950.
(M.P. 41/22).

Annual Report on St. Ann's Orphanage for the

the year 1950,
(M.P. 41/22),

Annual Returns of heceipts and Expenditure of
Plaisance Orph‘na-e for the year ended 30th

June, 1951,
(M.P, 41/22).



Lo d
- () ==

//(t) The Report of the Hindu Religious Society for the year
ended 31st May, 1951,
(M.P. 41/22),

(u) The Report on the African Development nssocisation
for 1950.
(k.P. 41/22).

(v) The draft Crown Lands (Amen ment) Regulations, 1951,
(M.,P. 58/13/7).

, (w) The Governor in Council'!s decision on the petition
tabled by the Honourable C,V. Wight, C.B.E., on
benalf of Mr, Hercules George.

(M.P. 102/11/2/115).

“(x) The Report of the Direétors of the New Widows! and
Orphans' Fund for the year 1950,
(M.F, 134/1 II),

v (v) The keport of the Departmen of Lands and Mines

for 1950.
(M.P. 58/4 V),

The Iinancial Secretary and Treasurer laid on the table
the following document:-

Minutes of the Mectings of Finence Committee of the
Legislative Council held on 26th July, 23rd August
" and 27th September, 1951,

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

The Colonial Secretary gave notice of the following
motiong=-

That, this Council approves the draft Crown Lands
(Amendment) Reguldations, 19951, which have been laid,
(M.P. 58/13/7).

The Attorney General gave n tice of the introduction and
firset reading of the following Bills; and of his intention to
move the suspension of Standing Rules and Orders at the next
or g subsequent mecting of Coun il to proceed with the Bills
at (3) and @1):-

(1) A BILL intituled AN ORDINANCE FURTHER TO AMIND
THE CUSTOMS DUTIES ORDINANCE, 1935,
(M.F. 27/15/10 II).

(ii) & BILL intituled AN ORDINANCE TO MAKE PROVISION
FOR THE ~CQUISITION AND DISFOSALL OF MOVABLE
AND IMMOVABLE PRCPERTY BY ALIENS,
(M.F. S, 82/5 II).

(iii1) 4 BILL intituled AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE THE
CONDITIOLS OF ZMPLOYMENT OF CERTAIN WORKERS,
(M.P. 56/53 II).

(iv) & BILL intituled AN OKDINANCE FURTHER T0 AMAND
THE TEaCdsKS PIISIONS ORDINANCE WITH Ku3PHECT
TO THf Relm OF P& SION aND wHi TEaCHuRS
PENSION EmGISTER,
(M.P. 35/14/24/1 1II),



(v) A BILL intituled AN ORDIWANCE FURTHER TO AMEND
THE CONSTABULARY RDIVANCE,
(M.F. 186/6 TI)

(vi) 4 BILL intituled AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE THE
IMPORTATION, STOR..GE, DIZWRIBUTION, SALE A4ND
USE OF ANTIBIOTIC .
(M.P. 71/3/10)

(vii) A BILL intituled A} ORDINAICE FURTHzR TO ANEND
THE SUMMARY JURISDICTION (OrFEhb 3) ORDINANCE,
(NL Po Bd/b

(viii) A BILL intituled AN ORDIJLWCZE TO AMEND THE DOGS

ORDIN&NCS, 1950.
(M.P. 60/3/5 11I),

UNOFFICIAL KWOTICES

Mr, Lee gave notice of he following motion: ¢~

WHZREAS Plantation Ridge, Wekenaam, was declarcd a
Sea Defence srea and the owners were compelled under
the Sea Defences Ordinance, Chnpter 118, to pay sea
defence rates and did pay such rates for several
Jearss

YD WHIIRZAS the said Defence rates were declared
a Colonial question and the construction, repairs
and maintcnance of sea defence areas were made
chargeable to general revenue;

+ID WHolhzaS the caid Flantation Ridge, Wakenaam,
1s being inundated by the tildees through the non-
repairs of the koker which is part and parcel of
the Sea vefences;

AND WEBFELSAS the said oker is further part and
parcel oi the public road of the island and as such
Government is lieble to aintain the said public
roads;

BE IT RaSOLVZED that t is Honourable Council
rccommend to Government the immediate repairs of
the =aid koker and se& defence of the said frontel
arca of geid Plantation Ridge, Wakenaam, in oreéer
to protcct the ownsrs ana tenants of the said lands,

Mr, Debidin gave notice of the followlng motionsg-

(a) WHZRZAS the Mahaicony District is one of the lergest,
and most importent rural districts in the Colony
embracing as it does the Mahaicony Abary Rice
Expansion Scheme, the large rice _rowing and cattle
areas on both banke of the Mahaicony Creek with a
perulation spreading out to a distance of ahout
thirty miles on both banks of the Mahaicony River,
alzo containing the three local authoritics of
Eastern lMehalcony which ~tends from Plantation
Park to the Abary niver, the Central Mahaicony Local
Liuthority, and Porth Villege and also embracing
populated arsas up to as far west as Plantations
DeKénderen and Fairfield;



AND WHII BEAS Mehaico y is approximately midway
between Guorgctown and New Amsterdam, that is,
approximately forty miles from the ncerest public
hospital;

AND WWHoREaS there is a Government Medical Officer
stationed at Central lMahaicony, but in very urgent
cascs most often neccessitating an operation pecrsons
injured seriously in accidents, or taken seriously
111 otherwise will have to be sent to Cerogetown
for an operation, whercas immediate nttention and
fucilitles for hospiftalising such caces for a few
dava might save manvy & l1life;

AD WHZEREAS also there is no mortuary in this
district;

BE IT ReSOLVZD that this Honourable Council
recommend to Government -

(a) the establishment of a cottage hospital
at Central kit haicony; «nd

(b) the erection of a mortuary at Central
Mahaicony.
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(b) WHEREAS it is desirable that a contributory pension
scheme be eztablished for the whole Colony with
universal application wherever there is the
relationship of employér and emplcyee;

AND WHERLAS the Colony is in need of money to
finance certain development schemes which would
result in a greater megasure of pirosperity to tle
Colony generally, e,g., Mmaking available through
Loan Bunks or otharwise more mcnev to more peasant
farmers for more production of riece, cattle, milk,
provision, etc., and for erecticn of houses;

kD WHESREAS if th« aforesaid Colony-wide pension
scheme be made a Government controlled undertaking,
there would be a considerable revolving sum in the
hands of Government which can te used as aforesaid;

BE IT KESOLVZD that this Honourable Council,
accepting the principle of the establishment of a
" colony-wide pension scheme, recommend to Government
the appointment of a select conmittee of this
Council to consider and report on -

(a) the establishment and application of a
“colony-wide pension scheme;

(b) the expediency and manner of Governmehnt
controlling the sarne; and

(c) the purpose or purposes to which funds
in hand of the Government may be devoted
in the lhtersst of the development of the
Colony.



(¢) WEETELS in this Colony there is no law and procedure
laid down for the adoption of children and many
instances have erisen and will always arise where
a pcrson may wish to ado t a child;

AsND L HERELS such a pe ‘son adopting a child today
would merely be putting himself or herself in loco
parentis towards such child with all legal rights,
liabilities and dutiecs of parent towards the child
2till vested in the true parent;

aND wHER&AS such questions as an adopted child
inheriting as of right under the Estate of an
adopted parent and so forth can only be provided
for by lcgislation such as obt&ins in England;

aliD wHeRDAS similer legislation as exists in
Enzland for the adoption of children in this Colony
is overdue:

Bd IT RESOLVED that this Council request Govern-
ment to enact an Ordinance to contain similar
provisions as the Adorti n of Children #Act, 1926,
(16 and 17 George V Chgpter 29) and that a Select
Committce be appointed fpr the purposc of settling
the provisions of the =aid *ct or otherwise which
chould be contained in such Ordineance,

() WEERE.LS the Villege of Mohsica~Felena-Supply has
always bcen and 1s still one of the Colony's largest
villages, and is ccntral to a very large number of
othcr populated areas namely La Bonne Mere, Cane
Grove, Mahaica Creek, Chelsea Village, Vygeval,
DeHoop, Manilla, Strangroecn, Content, Columbia,
Glazier's Lust, hebecca's Rust, Brock-en-~swiater-
L.nd, Lancaster, Unity, etc., etc.;

AND WHERESS since the closing down of the Sugar
Dotates at Plantation Ca e Grove the hospital at
Caene Grove has been closed;

£ND WHAREAS there is no mortuary in the aforesaid
districts, and thc nesrest mortuary used in respect
of any cazc¢s from the aforesaid districts is at
Flantation znmore, East Coast, Demeraraj;

AND WuBRBEARS this results in the greatest hardship
end inconvenience to th se in the aforesaid districts;

BE IT R&SOLVED that this Honourable Council
recomrmend to Government that steps be taken immediatel-
for the erection of a proper mortuary at some con-
venient place at Mahaica, East Coast, Demcrara,



(¢) WHZHE:S the Village of Mahaica-Helena-Supply
has always been and is still one of the Colony!'!s
largest villages, and is cantral to a very large
number of other populated areas namely La Bonne
Mere, Cane Grove, Mahaica Cr.ek, Chelsea Village,
Vygeval, DeHoop, Manilla, Strangroen, Content,
Columbia, Glazier's ILust, Rebecca's Rust, Broek=-
en-Water-Land, Lancaster, Unity, etc., etc.;:

HND WHEREAS theze districts have been served
before, when the population had not been as great,
by a medical officer residing at Mahaica;

WD WiERZAS since t e closing down of the sugar
estate at Flantation Cane Grove the hospital at
Cane Grove has been closed;

AND WHEREAS the above districts are =zerved by a
Government Medical Officer residing at Belfield,
East Cosst, Demerare, about ten miles distant from
Mahaica, and in the ca ¢ of some of the abovementioned
districts about twenty miles distant;

AND WETRTAS the sick, injured, matérnity cases,
ctc., suffer the greatest insonvenience one can
imagine to obtain quick and adcquate medical attention,
relief and treatment, and having regard to the growing
importance of the growing population of the area
covered by the above d stricts -

BE IT R&ESOLVED that this Honourable Council
recommecnd that Government take steps =

(a) to establish a cottage hospital in the
Mahuica Viliage aforesaid;

(b) provide for a Go ernmcnt Medical Officer
to be resident at Mahaica; and

(c) that pending thel establishment of the Cottage
Hospital aforesaid e Government dispensary
with full first-aid facilities, and a whole=
time Sick Nurse and Dispenser be established
immediately at M heica,

(f) WHERELS the rurel distr cts of the Colony, and
particulerly the river districts and other remote
arecs are very inadequately served by qualified
midwivesg

AND WIZL3aS in a good many of these areas the
residents have to depend upon unqualified persons
for midiwfery attention;

Al D wilERZs3 in order to keep down the Colony's
expenditure, and at the sameé time provide a more
adequate serviee throughout the Colony, it is very
desirable that a scheme be immediately inaugurated
whereby young women with permanent residence in the
very areas to be served may be given a course of
training in midwifery, and be registered as midwives;



(g)

(h)

AND WHoREAS this cou
expenditure by the Medi

[d be arranged at no great
al Department of the Colony;

BE IT RESOLVED that his Honnurable Council
recommend to Government thc very carly establishment
offacilitles for the tr_ining of a suf cient number
of women drawn from thc rural areac of the Colony,
particularly of the remote districts, a course of
midwifery, practical and theoretical with a view to
their being registered _s midwivers;

AND RE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Council
recomrend the ap ointment of a Select Committee to
consider all the details involved by che aforesaid
rccommendation, and repirt thercon to this Honourable
Council as early as posc=ible,

WHEEZAS farmers through_ut the Colcny have been
suffering scvere scte-backs from time to time from
droughts, floods, and-tg a smaller degree from
pests and other causes;

anD wWHuniaaS with the high cost of living and the
very small scope for em loyment of the increasing
population, the population in the main will have to
dopend more and more upon the land for & living;

AND WrEh3EaS recent floodings have shown how
geriously the population can ve affected;

BE IT RESOLVED that is Honourable Council
rccorimend to Government the establishment of a
Governricnt controlled insurance for farmers in
the Colony against loss of cattle and crops from
floods, droughts and oth r causes and that a
Comn1ttce be appointed by His Excelleney * rnLT
the Governor to go into the matter and repﬂrt
thereon,

WHERE.S the East DemerarL Water Conservancy of an
aree of 221 zquare miles relcacses its water in the
wet seasons through four sluices and sometimes
throcugh cuts moede in the dams exclusively into the
Nohaica River, and this volume of thousands of
millions of cublc fect of water releascd per day
is far in excess of what| the¢ river can dischuarge
per day, and would inevitably cause abnormal
floodings of the lands not only on either bank of
the Mahuaica Hiver, but also of locnus in the Mahaicony
Kiver districts;

wD WHahimnS there has been a most disastrous
flooding in the early parti of the year 19£0, affect=-
ing the above arcas whicl was aggravated by the water
from the East Lcmersra Water Conservancy in so far
as these arces are conce ned resulting in serious
destruction of crops and othcr losses;

adD WHZERwaS more water is being conserved in the
Conservancy with a great r threat to the congervancy



dams during reiny weathe ;, and there is more
frequent floodinges of thel & ove arcas experienced
as a result of thc necessgity fo- lctting out the
ercess watar into the Ma ‘seica River;

AND WHEREAS it 1s now bevond =l¢ point ol
cxasperation on the pert of tre e¢~1 .2nts in their
recurrent sufferings;

HID WHERZELS the Consulting Ingineer of the Colony
has cxpresscd the opinion that it 3¢ not an engineer=-
ing impossibility to drain all excess woter from the
Censervency in wect seaso s throuzh ths Demerara
River, cnd he feels it iz work to Le lore whether
now or in thce future;

oD whehoad this work is «n urgent and irmediate
nccessity;

BE IT R&SOLVZD that this Honourable Legislative
Council recommend to Government thut steps be taken
v.ry gooun to build the necessary outlet to the
Demerara River in order to drein all excess water
from the Zast Dem:rera wWater Conscervancy in wet
seasons through the Deme ara River insteed of through

he Mahd ca Hiver,

Mr, Fernandes gave notico of the following motionge

BE IT RE3Q0LVED that this Council recormend to
Government thet a subsidr be greonted to the
3t. Stanislaue College,

J NOTICE O™ QUESTIONI
Mr, Debidin gave notice f the following questions:=

1, Vhat is the total quantity of (a) crude coconut
oil (b) refined oil exportcd from the Colony
during the year 19807

2. To what countrics were the aforesaid oils so
exported, giving the quantity to each country,
and the prices paid flor each kind of oil by
each country?

3, iho were the consignors and/or owners of the
aforecaid oils referred to in question No. 17

4, wWhet quentities of (a) crude coconut oil (b)
refined oil each consignor and/or owner shipped
from the Colony 1n the aforesaid year 1950?

5. What amounts each owner of the aforesaid oils
received in respect #0. such shipments?

6. Whet revenue was gained by the Colcny from the
exportation of thc aforesaid oils?
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Wiho or what authorit was res onsible for, or
gave the sanction fo such exportations ol crude
coconut oil and refi.ed oll in 192507

What was the total a nual prcduction of coconuts
in the Colony for the last five years?

What was the total a nual production of (a) crude
coconut 0il (b) refi @édoil over ths =gaid period
of five yecars?

what was the total n mber of drmas which were
available for the st rags of cozcnut eil (crude
and reiined) for ecch of the years between 1945
to 1960, and at the present timc?

Has Government made ny effort to increase the
number of drums for cuch storage during the
year 1980, and during this year? If so, what
is the nature of the cffort?

ithat is the personne of the Committee presently
appointed to report 'n the coconut oil industry
of whiéh the Dircctoy of Agriculture is Chairman?

ilhat is the qualific tion and/or connection with the
coconut industry of -ach member of such Committee?

What is the quantlty of copra meal produced in
each of the last fiv: years?

To whom was copra meal sold and distributed in any
of the past five yecars for which this information
may be obtcined from a Goveormment Department ?

Those who received in any one ysar lezs than one
ten may be grouped under Miscellaneous. In
particular what quan ities of copra meal were
gold to -

(a) Booker Bros. M Connell & Co. Ltd,
(b) Gladys Hicken & Co, Ltd.

(c) Sugar Estates

(d) Other concerns

during the last five years and up to the present
time?

FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN

Referring to his recent visit to the United

Kingdom as one of the Colony's delegates to the
Festival of Britain, Mr. Kendall thanked Members
of Council for heving selected him and requested
that an expression of his appreciation and thanks
should be conveyed to His Majesty's Government for

the

facilities efforded him during his stay in the

United Kingdom and also to the British Council for
arranging a visit to thnneries and leather factories
in Northampton,

Mr, Thompson associcted himself with Mr,Kendall's

remarks,
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ADJOURNMENT ,/‘b(,m

Th resident adjourned Council to 2 p.m.
on the following day, Friday, the 28th of October,

1961.

Confi med,

¢¢ {w )

President,

COUNCIL CHAMBER,
Public Buildings,
British Guiana,
26th October, 1951.
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