
MINUTES o f  the Proceedings of the Fourth Legislative 
Council of the Colony of British Guiana at its 
Pou rth Session, 1951, held at the Public Buildings, 

Georgetown, Deme�ara, on 

WEDNESDAY, 28TH NOVEMBER, 1951, 

AT 2 P .M. 

PRESENT: 

President, His E�cellency the Governor, Sir Charles 
Campbell Woolley, r.c.M.G., 0.3.E., M.C. 

The 
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Honourable the Colonia� Secretary, Mr.J. Gutch, O.B.E. 
11 the Acting Attorney General,Mr. A.C.Brazao 

II 

11 

" 

11 

11 

II 

II 

11 

II 

11 

ii 

II 

11 

II 

II 

II 

It 

11 

II 

11 the Acting F,inancial Secretary and 

II 

n 

" 

ti 

u 

II 

It 

11 

11 

ti 

" 

11 

11 

II 

11 

" 

Treasurer, Mr. �;,.o.· Fraser 
c.v. vVie,ht, c.:o.E.Ule�tern Essequibo)
Dr. J.B. Singh, O.B.E. (De:rcerara--.rflssequibo)1
DP. J.i. Nicholson (Georgetown North)
vv. J. Raa tgever (Nominated)
V. Roth, O,B.E. (Nominated)
C.P. Ferreira (Berbice River)
T.T. Thompson (Nominated)
G.· .c. Farnum, O,B.E. (Nominated)
J.P. Coghlan (Demerara River)
D.P. Debidin (Eastern Demerara)
J. Fernandes (Geo rgetown Central)
Dr. G.H. Gonsalves (Eastern Berbice)
W.O.R. Kendall (New Amsterdam)
A..1:, Peters (Western Bert.ice)
�.A. Phang (North Western District)
G.H. Smellie (Nominated)
J. Carter (Georgetown South)
W.A. Macnie, C.I�.G., O.R.E. (Nominated). 

The Clerk read prayers. 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUT!!;S 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on Friday, the 23rd 
of November, 1951, as printed and circulated, were taken 
as read and confirmed. 

PRES�fiTATION OF Rii:PORTS ND DOLJlThIBi;Ts 

The Colonial Secretary laid on the table the 
J.ollow ing :-

✓ (a) The Report of the Corrnni ttee appointed to
consider the gr1:mt of holidays with pay. 

(M.P. 56/34), 

y (b) Building Statistics in British Guiana,for
the half year ended the 30th of June, 
1951. 

(M.P.259/1/3/3 VI). 

� (c) Decision of the Governor in Council on the 
petition laid in the Le�islative Council 
on thr-:, 1th of July by the Honourable 
C.V.Wight on behalf of Frederick Alexander
Millard, ormerly er,!ployed as a Dredging
Engineer in the Public Works Department,
praying for a compassionate allowance.

(M.P. 181/4). 
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The Financial Se crotary and '.:2re:aaurer la id on the 
table the foll owing:-

The draf't Es tiriia tes of E:,�pendi ture for the 
yec.1r 1952. 

GOVERNM.c;I-;T NOTICES 

Tho Attorney Guneral gave notice o:i.' the in trodu.ction 
and f Lrst re&din·_:, 01 t11e follow inc; Bill:-

1\ BILL intitul ed :',,T ORDL�· -wE 70 FROVID� FOR 
K�JUi\1 HOLIDJ- Y3 d'.'fH PL�Y FOR �-/ORKZRS IN 

CEW[·.i�IN OCCLIPi�Tio:rn. 
(1:.P, E.e/31). 

The Financial Secretar�r vnd Treasm·er gave notice 
of the following motion:-

That, this Council 8�rroves th e r,stimates of 
Expend iture fcir the urv1ce of th8 Civil Government 
of the Colony f' or the year end inG 31st :Jocember, 
1952, to b o de.frayecl from the annua 1 re venue of the 
year and othe� resources of the Colony and from loan 
funcls. 

'UNOFFICL'�L NO'fICi;S 

Mr. Phang on behaL' of Mr. Lee gave notice of the 
following motion:-

�lliEFtEAS the 1·ice growers of the Colony are 
dissatisfied with their r6rresentatives on the 
Rice MarkE,ting Board as provided by Ordinance 
No. 5 of 1946; 

1-\i�D w:::-IER�i.., it is neces"'ary to have true and 
democratic representation on the said Rice Market ing 
Board; 

BE IT RESOLVED that this Honourable Council 
recommend to Government t 1 inr1ed ia te amendments 
to the Ri ce T1(arketing Ordinance No. 5 of 1046, the 
f ollOVJ ing sec ti ('DSC -

(a) Section 2 by a�ending the definition of Rice
Producer to me8n only rice farncr, i.e. by
deletin13 suh-sectians (11) and (c).

(b) Section �(2)(b) by addin� the words 'elected
by tho Rice Producers Council ballot, and
which shall be accepted by the Governor',
at the end of the said section.

(c) Section 5(2) (d) by adding the words 'el ected
by ballot' after the words ' by the Boa rd'.

(d) By thG insertion of a sub-section (6) to
section 15, which should state - There shall
be set up an independent A pe al Comm ittee
for determining the grades of rice sold to
thb Board, which shall consist of three persons
nominated by thr. Goyernor who sha 11 have all
the necessary powers to carry out their
functions, and whose decisions shal 1 be final.



,7. 
• v -

Mr. iJight tr:i"bl .. Jd a petitio ... f:;:-•on: Mrs. Bibi Bismillah
Khan, wife: of Ifohamod Hnfizulla 1 KJ.1.811, dccoas eel, late 
Class I Cl er·k of thu Off icia 1 ..-, -ceiver I s Off' ice, prnying 
for &n £ gratin allowance. 

✓ n1.-;Q.UE3T BY I1':.R. DZBIDIN Ii'OR THS ' EB:�'11:C ON FEDERJ�'J:Ioa TO
:21:D __ DRO/J)C,1.8'T 

V 

Mr. Debtdin asked that o.rl' .,ne;ernents bo madE: for 
tho d.t-bn to on Fedora ti on, comnie c i11g the f ollov• ing day,
to be brood cast over Stotion z:i.,, r• 

His Excellency 0xpres�ed �-eret that the suggestion
v;as rnsde so l:1to And pointed ou thc.t 'it rr1is0d thci 
goner a 1 ·1uE. <: t i·cm Y·h0thor the nr c e•.3d:1.nr,s of the Council 
could be; broadcoet and thorf •:1i L,ht �10 also toc: 1·m.ical 
difficultief, involvc,d. His EY ·ellency added that he 
vvo1ld con2ider the SU[;g0sticn .. ) .t could. not �;i·,Je tm 
undortckinr; thLt it v1onld l1e po ... siblE:J. 

DIFi:-:'ICUVrIBS IH OBT1,r::::n:rG SEIPPING ,-1.CCO!v'.Jv'IO=.i,\'I'IOH FOR 
Tfffi EXFOrl� CF' LC r.).i.L PHODTJctrN1l I 'I'..S=:J Kil'Lrl,C1r11 HUD ;v.i:;ST

· .. r .. rD'l �'CT' 'lC' .Lb .r,�11 l\.:.F..Iw.6 ·u -------..--

Mr. :B1orn�ndc s s ta tod that oxpor tors were e.:::per tone ing
difficulty in getting tneir locJ1 produce, particularly 
forest products, shipped to th6 J United Kingdom and also 
to the West Indian markets wher · a subsidized steamship
service was operatini and LlSkcd thut the cuestion of 
relievins t he situation should o invostigsted. 

His Excellency stnted that the matter was under
consideration. 

Oi/.DER OF THI,. D'.' Y 

BUDGET 1952 

At thiE stase the relevant Standing Rule and Order
was susp ended to enable the Fin ncial Secretary and 
Trensurer to proceed 'Nith the f llowing mot:.on standing
in his narno: -

Th�,t, this Council 8pp1� ves of thG Esth1ates of 
Expondit uro for the 2crvic• of the Civil Government 
of· the Colony .for the year endinr-� ols t December , 1952

to be defr[\yeu. from the ar. nu Al T.'GV·"'nue o the yEJ ar 
mid othl:Y' resources of the Colony and l'rom lonn funds. 

With Council's consent, thE Financial Secr0tary and
Tre.isurer rE:ad hi� Budget State ent (.Sessiunal Pnper 
Ho. 7 of 1951) und formally mov d th0 motton which was 
s cconded by Dr. S1tigh

0 
� < w :Ly. 

Arising out of the budget roposals, the Pinancial
Secr6tury nnd 1I1reasurer laid on the table the following
documents, giving notice of his intention to have the 
Bills read the first time and with Council's consent to
take the Sugar Duty (Continuanc··) Bill, 1951, through 
a 11 stages s -
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(a) i!. BILL intitulcd .i,_N CL I:L1l:CE TO CJNTH7U:.:: I:!
OP�fo.TIO;_,j ?'OR 1. PUH'.i.1 ::l:.w[t P.-�RIO:i) 01." om::, Y.i:.,.'.R THE 
SUJ-.'.·.R LJTY 011DILi 1·J'Ci: 10�2. 

(b) j,_ BILL inti tuled .ti.N on •n; ..• lTcE IPlJI-l'I'ii.cR TO �;.MEND
'TH.S 'I'1\X OHD Ill 1-1.�·TCE, l ;3 9. 

(c) h BILL intituled 1·1.N Oh ·L-Li.jCE .hJR'i'H.cIB 1

1
10 ar.fuHD 

TH.C:: cus·roi1b DJ.rI:C.:3 C mnJ".nlJCE, 1935. 

With Cou.ncil 1 s consont anu. on motio:ns by the 
Financi3l Secr0tcry and Treasur.r seconded by the 
Colonial Secretory a BILL inti t led l,N ORDIIJi-lNCE TO 
OOHTINUE In OFER.i-.TIOU FO:{ t .. FUR ·11-:I;R Pi:H ,·on O:r-1 m::c: Y�iR 
11•:.:..::2: SUG�R DU'I'Y OhDii.LNCE, 1042, W3s tnken through all 
stagG[ and possod as printed. 

Cn G motion by the Finenci 1 Secretory and Treasurer 
seconded by the r,olonial Secrot ry the followi'1g Bill was 
r�ad the first timo:-

- BILL inti tulcd 1.:-T ORtr L iCE FURTIUR TO ,\I1E?m
TKd: Ti X OHI:I.dd-1C:;J;, 1939.

CUSTOiv:s uUTIES ( ;.lYili.JliMBNT �Jo. 4 DILL, 195 � - First Reading 

On a motion by the �innnci 1 Secretary end Treasurer 
2 oconded by th0 Colon inl Secret 'l"Y the following Bill was 
read the fir-st time:-

A BILL inti tuled Al'J ORliEfo.'1:CE F'JhTI�R TO .i-..MinND 
THE CUSrl'OI,:s IJUTI�S OLDIN·u�C.G, 1935,. 

ES'I·D.14'.l"ES OF EXPENDITURE 1952 

It was agreed th1.:t the Estu.mates of E:xpendituro for 
1952 should be referr0d to Fina ce= . Commi t tee for 
considers tion. 

LTFE '18S URI\��CE COMFiJ:HE3 (:�1:E 1TD=·1ENT) BIL_L, 1951 -
First Read n 

On a motion by the /ttorne. General seconded by 
Mr. VJie;ht tho BILL inti tulf1d :'\N ORDINJTCE TO Vl\.LID .. �TI.G 
'}\:E rILING OF RB'l'UillTS BY CELT1.\I1T LIFE /,SSURJJJ CE COMI',,.IJIES, 
.'1.UD FDRTHEn ·.ro 1i.LEND TB.E LI:r-'E J. :··1 UR .. .".NCE. COivTFA'NIES O:'.1:>In:i:-,JCE. 
1930, BY E:;Hf.BLIHG THE TIEGISTHJ:,.R TO EX�T'.ND THE TIM:8 WITHir 
VvHICH hr:,TJRNS I{J\Y B:8 p�· L3D :i3Y L FE ASSUFU\.NCZ COM?LNI:SS 
wos read the first time. 
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f-12.JOUR!H/IZNT 

The President adjourned Co ncJ l to the following 
d0y at 2 p.m. 

C OUN CT L C:S:."i.EEER, 
Public Buildings, 
Br•i tish Gui:ma. 
29th November, 1951. 

Con irmed,· 

()jM President.
,,,, 
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