
MINUTES of the Proce1:idings of the li'ourth Legislative 
Council of the Colony of British Guiana at its 
·!!ourth Session�, 1951-1952, held at the Public

Buildings, George to:vm, Demerara, on 
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FRIDhY, 18TH JULY, 1952,

AT 2 P ,l\I, 

PRBSENT: 

His Excellency the Governor, Sir Charles 
Campbell Woop.ley, K.C.M.G., o.B.E., M.c. 

the Colonial S,cretary, 
Mr.. J. Gut ch, C • M • G. , 0 • B • E.

the Attorney General, Mr. F.W. Holder, Q.C.
the Fin_�ncial Secretary and Treasurer, 

Mr. E.F. McD�vid, C,M.G., C.B.E. 
c. V. Wight, C • •  E. (Western Essequibo)
Dr. ,J.A. Nicho son (Georgetown North) 
W.J. Raatgever, C.B.E. (Nominated) 
V. Roth, O.B.E, (Nominated)
T.T. Thomp 0 on {Nominated) 
J. Fernand s ((Georgetown Central)
Dr. C. Jagan (fentral Demerara) 
w.o.R. Kendall (New Ji.msterc.am)
!-1.T. Peters (\V�stern Berbic�) 
N.A. Phang (North llestern District) 
G.H. &nellie (Nominated) 
L.A. I�okhoo (�ominated)
F • .b. Uorrish O omina tad). 

The Clerk read prayers, 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUT.ri;S 

The Minutes of the Mee ting held on Thursday, the 17th 
of July, 1952, as printed and circulated, were taken as re·od 
and confirmed. 

PRESj;NTATION OF REPORTS .-1.HD DOCUMb-WTS 

The Colonial Secretary 11id on the table the following:­

·The Report and financial statements of th�
✓Executive Commissioner, ritish Caribbean

Currency Board, for the year 1951,
(M.P. C. 123/EO VII), 

NOTICE OF fWESTIOlJS 
� Mr. Phang on behalf of 

,., ... Mr. Le,e gave not·ice of th following questions: --

1. Is it the case that as alleged there is misappro­
priation and/or embezzlement of money at the
Rice Marketing Board?

2. If the answer is in the negative, will Government
talce steps to investigate the matter by putting it
in the hands of the Po�ice Department?

3. If the answer is in the affirmative
., 

will Government
cause the Audit Depart171ent to immediately carry out
the audit of the Rice :Marlee ting Board I s Books for
the last three years?
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COLON L\L SEL,"RE'l'. .. RY - RETURJ.1' FROM LE1-.VE 

Mr. Wight on behalf of fuembers extended a cordial 
welcome to the Colonial Secre ary on his return from leave. 
Mr. Gutch thanked Members. 

MARGARINE - C�SSf..TICN OF IMPORTS 

Mr. Fernandes in referring to the reply by the A.cting 
Colonial Secretary the previous day on the question of the 
suspension of import licences for Margarine and Compound 
Lard stated that Import Licen es in respect of edible oil 
were rejected by the Controll�r of Supplies and Prices 
since the 8th of July. He 1:1dded that the shortage of 
edible oil was serious ond urged that early action should 
be taken in the matter. 

His Excellency assured Mr. Fernandes that the matter 
would be looked into; and added that it was regrettable 
that seasonal shortages of local commodities should occur 
and that he had 8lready directed that all pr�caution·abould 
be taken to avoid any such recurrence. 

ORDER OF THE Di',Y 

BILLS - First Reading 

JUVEIHLE. OFFEiJDERS (AM£I:NDHENT) BILL, 1952 

On a motion by the 1-1.ttorn�y General seconded by 
Mr. v'liGht the BILL int ituled 1-. J OHLL;1-.:t CE FUR'.1.'HGR TO 
1,Mi!.ND THI!: JUVlillI� OFFillJD.i£RS OhDIN.-.NC..:!i ·1f�3 read the 
first time, 

J GOV�RNivib�NT Il'iDUSTRIAL SCHOOL (.hMiiNDMENT) BILL, 1952 

On a motion by the attorney General seconded by 
Mr. Wight, the BILL intituled .!\N ORDINiiliCE FURTHER TO 
i .'i.ci:ND THE GOVERIHfflJT INDUS'I'RI.hL 3CHOOL ORIJINJ\NC,e; ,vITH 
R�SP::GCT TO TH:3 PERIOD OF DE1·ill{rioN OF BOYS SENT TO TEE 
GOVi:;RrMENT INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL was read the first time. 

BROWNE PZN3ION BILL, 1952 

On a mot ion by tho Attorney Genera 1 seconded by 
Mr. Wight, the BILL intituled MT ORDINAlTCE TO Ml,KE 
SPBCII-.L PROVISION Ill R'::G.:"..RD TO THE PENSIONABLE SERVICE 
OF CYRIL RUTHERFORD BROWNE was road the first time. 

BUSTING OPEH.-�TIONS (AM�NDr1·iZNT BILL 1952 

On a motion by the Attorney General seconded by 
Mr. Wir;ht the BILL intituled ;1.N ORDINANC3 TO AME1'!D:·THE .. · .'..• 
BLASTING OPEHllTIONS ORDili1-1.YCE, 1930, IN RESP.8CT OF THE 
REGULATION OF P.C:R80NS .d:NG.ti.G&) lN BLhSTING OPERATIONS 
vas read the first time. 
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K' MR. FERNA!JDES' MOTIOlJ RECOMlviErJDING IlI9:'RODUCTIOLJ OF AN 
EDUCl-'i. TIONf.LI TAX 

Council resumed the deb te on the following motion:­

✓ BE IT RESOLVED that this Council recommend to
Government -

(a) that Primary Educational facilities, at
present existing, be not curtailed;

(b) that a specia: educ·ational tax be imposed
to cover any ncrease cost in connection
with Primary Education.

After discussion and wi h Coun_cil' s consent, the 
motion was amended to read as follows and adopted:-

BE IT RiSOLVED that this Council recommend to 
Government -

J 

(a) that Primary Educational facilities, at
present existing, be not curtailed;

(b) that if it is found necessary, a special
educational tax be imposed to cover any
increase cost in connection with Primary
Education.

( M. P. 35/39/2/3.). 

!-
,.- MR. LUCKHOO I S MOTIOU 

AmncA1s 
REGARDING THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH 
APATITHE+P. POLICY 

Mr. Luckhoo was speakin� to the following motion when 
the hour of adjournment was reached:-

BE IT RESOLVED th�t this Council condemns the 
policy of racial segregation enforced by the South 
African Government and �laces on record its abhor­
rence of the attitude adopted to the various races 
in the pursuit of this olicy which is likely to 
affect adversely the amicable relations existing 
amongst the peoples of this Colony and of other 
mixed communities; 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED-that this Council 
respectfully proys His 11 xcellency the Governor to 
transmit u copy of this Resolution to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies and to the United Nations 
urginc that steps be taken by the United Nations 
to persuade the South African Government to desist 
from such.a disastrous course and to adopt a policy 
towards ell races in soJth Africa in keeping with 
the Declaratio� of Human Rights. 

ADJOURN-MEN T 

The President actjourned Council to 2 p.m. on 
Friday, the 25th of July, 19S2. 

COUHCIL- CH.hMB"ER, 
Public Buildings, 

British Guiana. 
25th July, 1952. 
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