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• BRITISH GUIANA

FIRST LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

THIRD SESSION 

1956 - 1957 

MINUTES of the Proceedings of a meeting of the Legislative 
Council of the Col ony of British Guiana under the 
British Guis.na (Constitution)(Temporary Provisions) 
Order in Council, 1953, heldlin the.Chamber of the 
Legisla�iil.re at the Public Buildings, Georgetown, 
Demerara, 

AT 2.00 P.M 
on 

THURSDAY, 13TH JUNE· 1957. 

PRESENT: 

Hi-s Honour the Speaker, Sir Eustace Gordon Wool ford, O.B.E., Q.C. 

Ex-Officio Members 

Brei.a Honourable the Chief Secretary ,
,
·Mr. M. s. Porcher (Ago)

The Honourable the Attorney Ger, ral, Mr. A.M.I. Austin. 
The Honourable the Financial Secretary, Mr. F.W. Essex. 

Nominated Members of Executive� Council 

. The Honourable Sir Frank McDavid, c.M.G., C.B.E., 
(Member for Agriculture, Forests, Lands and Mines). 

The Honourable W.O.R. Kendall, 
(Member for Communications and orks). 

The Honourable G.A.c. Farnum, o.B.E.,
(Member for Local Government, S9cial Welfare and 

Co-operative Development). 
The ijonour�ble R.B. Gajr�j 
The Honourable R.c. Tello. 

Nominated Unofficials. 

Mr. W.A. Phang. 
Mr. L.A. Luckhoo, �.c.
Mr. c.A.. carter 
Mr. E.F. Correia 
Mr. R. Rahaman 
Miss Gertie H. Collins. 
Mrs. Esther E. Dey 
Dr. H.A. Fraser 
Mr. Sugrim Singh 
Mr. w.T. Lord, I.s.o. 

Clerk of the Legislature - Mr. I. Crum Ewing. 
Assistant Clerk of the Legislature _

1 

Mr. E.V. 

Absent 

Viaprea 

The Honourflble P.A. Cummings
,.
(Member for Labour, Health & Housk& ., 

Mr. J�I• Ramphal. 
Mr. T. Lee - on leave. 
Rev. D.C.J. Bobb - on leave. 
Mr. R.B. Jailal - on leave. 

The Speaker read prayers. 
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CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

The Minutes of the �eeting heQd on Wednesday, the 
12th of June, 1957, as printed and circulated, were taken 
as read and confirmed. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Leave 

The Speaker announced that leave had been granted 
to Mr. R.B. Jailal from that day's eeting. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

(i) The Chief Secretary gave not ice of the introduction
and first reading of the following Bill: 

REPRESENTATION OF T PEOPLE (AMENDMENT) 
BILL, 1957. 

(Bill No. 23/1957 ublished 15.6.57). 

(ii) The Chief Secretary on b�half of the Member for
Labour, Heal th and I·H>using, gave notice of the 
introduction and fir treading of the following 
Bill: 

ANIMALS (CONTROL OF EXPERIMENTS) BILL, 1957. 
(Bill No. 21/1957 p blished 15.6.57). 

PUBLIC BUSINES 
ORDER OF THE DA¥ 

BILLS - First Reading. J 
( i) REPRESENTAT ION

(ii) 

The BILL intituled AN ORD NANCE TO AMEND THE
REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ORDINANCE AND 
TO P ROVIDE FOR THE IN©LUSION OF CERTAIN AREAS 
AS REGISTRATION .a.BEAS FOR THE PURPOSES OF THAT 
ORDINAN<TF. w.ci.i=i read a L: ,,;t time. 

ANIMALS CONTROL OF EXPER MENTS) b�TL, 1957 _ 

The 

Bill No. 21;r9-57; 

BILL intituled AN ORD NANCE TO REGUL.hTE TYR 
P RACTICE 01!' EXP:ERIMEN�S ON LIVING .ANIMALc;·,, 
AND MATTERS IN CONNECIT'ION THEREWITH was 
read a first time. 

BILL - Withdrawal. 
Item 1 - LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

The Member for Local Government, Social Welfare and 
Co-operative Development informed the Speaker tbat in terms 
of Standing Order No. 55(1),he had received instructions to 
withdraw the BILL intituled AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ORDINANCE. 

Accordingly, the Bill was wit drawn. 



BILL - Committee. 
Item 2 - PAWNBROKING (AIV!END]\/IENT) BI , ·1957 - BILL No. 14/1957 • 

On a motion by the Financial Secretary seconded by the 
Member for Agriculture, Forests, La·1ds and Mines, Council 
resolved itself into a Committee to resume consideration of 
the BILL intituled AN ORDINANCE TO ]\/IEND THE PAWNBROKING· 
ORDINANCE. 

In Com!Ilittee 

Clause 8 - was re-committed and he following new clause 
substituted therefor: 

"Repeal 8. Section I 16 of the Principal
and re- Ordinance is hereby repealed and the 
enactment fallowing subst

j

• i tut ed therefor -
of 
section 'Surplus lp. (1) Where any pledge 
16 of balances whi h has been pawned for 
Cap. 336. from abo

vl 
e five dollars is sold

sales of for more than the amount of 
pledges the loan and profit and 
to be charge for insurance due at 
paid to the time of sale,the pawn-
Public bro er shall pay the surplus 
Trustee. to he Public Trustee on 

beh!alf of the pawner not 
lat than two months after 
the date of sale: 

I Provided tba t if at any 
time before it is paid to 
th I Public Trustee the holder 
of a pawnticket demands the 
surplus, the pawnbroker shall 
pa� it to him on delivery of 
the pawnticket. 

1(2) The Public Trustee
shall, not later than three 
mortths after the receipt of 
any surplus balances under 
the provisions of subsection 
(l)I of this section, publisn
in one daily newspaper circu­
la ing in the Colony a list 
of the names of the persons 
on behalf of whom he is holding 
surplus balances under the 
provisions of subsection (1)
of this section. 

(3) Where upon the appli­
ca ion of any person, the 
Publ ic Trustee is satisfied 
thkt such person is the pawner 
of an article in respect of 
wh�ch the Public Trustee is 
holding any surplus balance, 
the Publ ic Trustee shall pay 
such surplus balance to such 
person. 
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(4) T e Public Trustee shall 
pn1! :i.nto the general revenue of 
the Colo,y any surplus balances 
in his p ssession for more than 
three years. 

(5) Tie Public Trustee shall
keep copies of the lists publis�ed 
under the provisions of subsection 
(2) of tiis section, and such
lists sh 11 be open to inspection
by any person whose name appears
thereon. I

(6) Tne provisions of sub-
sectionsi(l) and (2) of section 

Clause 8 a.A 

Cap. 48 13 of t� Public Trustees Ordinance 
shall not apply to the Public 
Trustee in regard to the duties 
under this section. 1 11 

snbs·titut cd was patsed,

The First Schedule as substituted was re-committed and 
was amended as under and passed:-

In the co nd}tions to be printed 
on Form 2, PaWJ/1-Ticket B, and 
Form 4, Special Contract, the words 
and commas 11, tlnless claimed from 
the pawnbroker," were inserted between 
the words "Anyl surplus produced by the 
sale shall" and the words "be paid to 
the Public Tru 1 tee". 

Title and Enacting Clause - were 

Council resumed 

ssed as printed. 

At this stage further consider tion was deferred. 

BILL - Second Reading. 

Item 3 - ELECTRICITY BILL, 1957 - Bill No. 20/1957. ·�

On a motion by the Member for Communications and Works 
seconded by the Member for Local Gov,rnment, Social Welfare 
and Co-operative Development, the BILL intituled AN ORDINANCE 
TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CORPORATION TO BE KNOWN 
AS THE BRITISH GUI.AN.A ELECTRICITY CO�PORATION AND FOR THE 
EXERCISE AND PERFOIDfl.ANCE BY THE CORP�R.ATION OF FUNCTIONS 
RELATING TO THE SUPPLY OF ELECTRICITY AND CERTAIN OTHER 
MATTERS was read a second time and was thereafter taken 
through the Committee stage and passbd with the following 
amendment:-

Clause 6 - Sub-clause (5):

At this 

The word "be" was ip-serted between the 
word II shall" and the wer d "not if ie d II in the 
last line of the sub-c1.1ause. 

stage further conside
l 

tion was deferred •. 

. 



MOTTON 

llem 5 - Nffi. LTJ0KH00'S MOTIOIT CO(NCERNING THE RICE FARMERS
'(sEClJ}:�U'Y OF 'fENlJRE) ORDINANCE, 1956 (No. 31). 

With Co·u.ncil's consent, the motion at Item 5 was 
amended to read ai follows and ias taken at this stage:-

BE IT RESOLVED: 

T:hat this Honourable Council recommends 
to Go�.;et'Ilmcnt that a C mmi ttee be appointed 
j_:;:rJnediately to eng_uire into the operation of 
the Rice Farmers (Secu ity of Tenure) Ordinance,
1956 (No. 31), and rep

al
rt upon the working of 

th0 said Ordinance and its effect on tenants 
and landlords. 

Mr. Luckhoo moved and Mr. ,Sugrim Singh seconded the
motion as amended. 

After discussion, the que tion was put and Council
divided an1 voted thereon as follows:-

FOR 

Wir. Lord 
Mr. Singh 
Dr. Fraser 
Mr. Luckhoo 

GAINST 
Miss Qollins
Mr. Rs.haman 
Mr. Tello 
Mr. Gajraj 
Mr. FJrnum 
Sir F ank McDavid 
The F·nancial Secretary
The A�torney General 
The C ief Secretary 

_i. 

Motion negativ d. 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT 

In moving the motion for he adjournment, the Chief
Secretary informed Council that it was proposed, with 
Council's consentt to consider ,he Representation of the 
People (Amendment) Bill and a f w non-contentious Pension
Bills at the next meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT 

At 5.25 p.m. the Spe ker adjourned Council to
2.00 p.m. on Thursday, the 20th of June, 1957. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS,
British Guiana. 

20th June, 1957. 

Confirmed, 

F 112 !;,_� c;;y--� 
,:--Speaker.
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