
• BRITISH GUIANA

,; 

SECOND LEGISIATIVE COUNCIL 

I 
FIRS SESSION 

1957 - 1958 

MINUTES of the Proceedings of a Meeti:qg of the Legislative Council of the 
Colony of British Guiana unden the British Guiana (Constitution) 
(Temporary Provisions) Orders in Council, 1953 and 1956, beld in 
the Chamber of the Legislatur at the Public Buildings, Georgetown, 
Demerara, 

AT .OO P.M. 
on 

FRIDAY, 7 H FEBRUARY, 1958. 

PR SENT: 

His Honour the Speaker, Sir Donald Ja kson. 

Ex-Officio Members 

The Honourable the Chief Secretary, • F,D. Jakeway, C.M.G., O.B.E.
The Honourable the Attorney-General, Mr. A,M.I. Austin, �.c.
The Honourable the Financial Secreta,y, Mr. F,W. Essex. 

Ministers 

The Honourable Dr. C�B. Jagan, 
Minister of Trade and Industry. 

The Honourable B.H. Benn, 
Minister of Community Developmen and Education. 

The Honourable E.B. Beharry, 
Minister of Natural Resources. 

The Honourable Janet Jagan, 
Minister of Labour, Heal th and H using. 

The Honourable Ram Karran, 
Minister of Communications and W rks. 

Elected Members, Ms.jority Party. 

Mr. F. Bowman 
Mr. B.S. Rai 
Mr. S.M. Saffee 

Other Eiected Members 

Mr. w.o.R. Kendall 
Mr. L.F.S. Burnham 
Mr. s. Campbell 
Mr. A.L. Jackson 
Mr. Jai Narine Singh 

.Nominated Members 

Mr. R.B. Gajraj 
Mr. R.c. Tello 
Mr. R.E. Davis 
Mr. A.M. Fredericks 
Mr. H.J.M, Hubbard 
1.u-. A.G. Tasker, O.B.E� 

Clerk of the Legislatuxe - Mr. I. Cr Ewing. 
Assistant Clerk of the Legislature - Mr. E.V. Via.pree. 

Ah.eennt 

Mr. Ajodha Singh. 

The Clexk read prayers. 
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CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Meeting eld on Wednesday, the 5th
of February, 1958, as printed and circulated, were taken 
as read and confirmed. 

ANNOUNCE:MENTS 

Leave 

The Speaker announced tba. t he Honourable Ram Karran,
Minister of Communications and W,rks, would be out of the 
Colony on official duty from the 8th to the 16th February, 1958., 

PAPERS LAID 
By the Attorney-General on , ehalf of the Financial

Secretary: 
I 

Certificate and Report of the Director General of
the Oversea.Audit Service on the Accounts of 
British Guiana for te year ended the 31st of
December, 1954, toge her with the comments 
thereon of the Gover or - Sessional Paper 
No. 2/1958. 

(F •• T. 12/56) (Circula·ted). 

ORAL ASKING AND ANSWERING OF UESTIONS 
Question No. 12 

Mr. Jackson asked the Mini ter of Labour, Health and
Housing the following question: 

QUESTION : Does the Govern ent propose to sell the
lands at Silveriown and Silver City, 
recently acquired from Sprostons, to 
persons who hav houses built on those
lands? And if o, when? 

The Minister of Labour Health and Housi 
following· rep y: 

g&:ve the

ANSWER: Yes. The area would, however, first 
have to be surv yed and a scheme prepared
showing house 1

/ 
ts, drainage and access 

before the sale of the land could be 
effected. It �s not possible at this 
stage to say w�en the survey will be 
under taken. 

Question No. 13 

Mr. Fredericks asked the inister of Trade and Industry
the following questions: 

QUESTION 1: 

QUESTION 2: 

Is Governmen aware that a new $100,000
Stone Crushi:qg Plant bas been erected 
at Pointe Gourde, Trinidad, by Chaguaramas.
Terminals expressly to supply materials 
to Mackenzie� Demerara River? 

How much sto· e has been imported from 
Trinidad fro 1st January , 1957 to date,
and how much duty bas been paid thereon 
to Governmen ? 

•• / QUESTION 3:
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QUESTION 3: Does the Gover ment propose to continue
to allow the i portation of stone when 
there is at pr sent over-production of 
this material in the Colony, which has 
resulted in the closing down of a number
of quarries wi�h the attendant lay-off 
of quarry work rs? 

1he Minister of Trade and I dustry gave the following
replies: 

ANSWER 1: 

ANSWER 2: 

ANSWER 3: 

No, Sir. Gov rnment has been informed
that this Plan was erected partly for 
the purpose of supplying limestone (which
is not availab e in British Guiana ) to 
the alumina pl nt at Mackenzie, from which
lime, which isl an essential material in· 
the alumina pr cess, could be extracted; 
and partly to supply the Trinidad market
with crushed tone. 

From January o December,. 1957, 29 tons 
of stone were imported from Trinidad and 
the duty paid was $45. During this period
there were al�o, under the Industries Aid 
and Encouragement Ordinance, two duty-free 
importations d limestone (classified as 
Lime under the British Guiana Import Tariff)
of 800 tons ad 2,660 tons, to be used for 
the alumina p ant. 

In view of the negligible quantities of 
stone imported at present, Government does
not consider �bat there is any need for 
the impositiori of special restrictions 
on its import tion at the present time, 
but the posit·on is being kept under revie-w.

Mr •. Fredericks asked a sup lementary question. 

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS OF EXECUT E COUNCI L 

(i) Lette-r to Trades Union �oJcil concernipg 
at Sir Lindsay Parkinson Cdmpany. 

workers 
. . 

Referring to the debate on the 4th February, the Minister
of Labour, Health and Housing ( s. Jagan) stated that the 
letter regarding the Sir Lindsa Parkinson Company matter 
had been despatched by the Mini try of Labour, Health and
Housing to the Trades Union Cou�cil on the 3rd February. 

Mr. Tello confirmed tbat t�e letter had been received
by that body subsequent to the ebate referred to. 

(ii) Government Aid to Secondar, Schools.

The Minister of Community Development and Education
(Mr. Benn) made a statement on overnment Aid to Private
Secondary Schools. 

• ./PUBLIC BUSINESS



PUBLIC BUS NESS 
ORDER OF THE DAY 

Item 1 - MOTION CONCERNING APPR0VAL OF DEVELOPMENT 
ESTIMATES FOR 1958. 

j
The Financial Secretary moved and the Attorney-Gene ral 

seconded the following motion:-

BE IT RESOLVED: 
That this Council approv s of the Estimates of 

Development Expenditure fo the year 1958 which 
have been laid on the tabl�, with the amendments 
recommended in tbe Report d,f tbe Finance Committee 
of tbe Legislative Council dated 20th January, 1958, 
totalling TWENTY-THREE MILLION SEVEN HUNDRED AND 
SIXTY-FOUR THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED AND �HIRTY-EIGHT 
DOtLARS as detailed by Hea�s in the undermentioned 
schedule and of the projects therein b�ing financed 
from tbe Development Fund rdinance, 1954. 

Bead 
No. 

I. 

II. 
III. 
iV. 
v, 

vi. 

VII. 
VIII. 
IX. 
x. 

XI. 
XII _. 

XIII. 
X1V. 

xv. 

XVI.·
XVII. 

XVIII. 

XIX. 

xx. 

SCHEDULE 

Head of Estin:a te 

Agriculture 
C-ivil Aviation 
Drainage and Irrig tion 
Education 
Finance 
Forest 
Geological Survey 
Health 
Housing 
Lands and Mine s 
Land Settlement 
Post Office 
Public Works 
Transport and Harbours 
Miscellaneoi..is 
Rural Self Help 
Social Welfare 
Local Government 
Rural Electrificat· on 
Amerindian Develo�ment 

Es'timate 
in 1958. 

$ 763,516 
175,484 

6,919,062 
517,353 

72,455 
127,876 
532,304 
323,793 

2,020,775 
22,000 

1,856,230 
2,697,000 
4,434,530 
2,590;868 

201,206 
120 ,ooo

15,100 
79,586 

272,000 
23,000 

$23,764,138 

Questions were raised by 
and were replied to. 

embers on Head I - Agriculture 

At 4.15 p.m •. Council was 
Burnham for a reduction by $1: 
Schedule to the motion, when 
Burnham seconded tbe adjournme 
wished to attend a civic recep 

iscussing a motion by Mr. 

of Head IX - Housing, in the 
• Kendall moved and Mr. 

t of Council as some members

•• / The motion
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The motion was put and ca ried. 

At 4.23 p.m. the S -peaker djourned Council to 2.00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, the 11th of' Februa y, 1958. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS� 
Georgetown. 

11th February, 1958 • 

onfirmed, 

Speake r. 
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