BRITISH GUIANA

SECOND IEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
THIRD SFSSION
1959 -~ 1960

MINUTES of the Proceedings of a Ieeting of the Legislative
Council of the Colony of British Guiana under the
British Guiana (Constitution)(Temporary Provisions)
Orders in Council, 195% and 1956, held in the Chamber
of the Legi lature at the Public Buildings, Georgetown,
Demerara,

AT 2,00 P.M.
on

WEDNESDAY, 17TH FEBRUARY, 1960.
His Honour the Speaker, Sir Donald Jackson.

Ex~-Officio Members

The Honourable the Chief Secretary, Mr. D.M. Hedges.
The Honourable the Attorney-General, Ir. S.S. Ramphal (Ag.)
The Honourable the Financial Secretary, Mr. W.P. D'Andrade (Ag.)

Ministers

The Honourable B.H. Benn,
Minister of Natural Resources.
The Honourable Janet Jagan,
Minister of Labour, Health and Housing.
The Honourable Ram Karran,
Minister of Communications and VYorks.
The Honourable B.S. Rai,
Minister of Community Development and Education.

Flected Members, Majority Party

Mr. S.M. Saffee
Mr, Ajodha Singl

Other Flected Members

Mr. WoOo.R. Kendall
Mr. L.F.S. Burnham
Mr. 5. Campbell
Mr. A.L. Jackson
Mr. E.B. Beharry
Mr. F. Bowman

Nominated Members

Mr. R.B. Gajraj

Mr. R.C. Tello

Mr., R.E. Davis

Mr. H.J.M. Hubbard

Mr. A.G. Tasker, O0.B.E.

Clerk of the Legislature - Mr. I. Crum Ewing.
Assistant Clerk of the Legislature - Mr. E.V. Viapree.

Absent:

The Honourable Dr. C.B. Jagan,

Minister of Trade and Industry - on leave.
Mr, Jai Narine Singh - on leave.
Mr. A.M. Fredericks - on leave.

The Clerk read prayers.



2.

OATH OF ALIEGIANCE

Mr. S.S5. Ramphal, Attorney-General gActing% and
Mr. W.P. D'Andrade, Financial Secretary (Acting), took
and subscribed the Oath of Allegiance and were welcomed

as ex-officio Members of the Council vice Mr. A.M.I. Austin,
Q.C. and Mr. F.W. Essex, C.M.G., respectively, who were

out of the Colony on official business.

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the lMeeting held on Friday, the 12th
of February, 1960, as printed and circulated, were taken
as read and confirmed.

Suspension of Sitting

At this stage the Speaker suspended the sitting for a
short while in order to receive His Excellency the Governor
who was coming to the Council to present awards to persons
who had been honoured by Her Majesty the Queen.,

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS BY HIS EXCELILENCY THE GOVERNOR

At 2.10 p.m. His Excellency the Governor, accompanied
by the Speaker, entered the Council Chamber ard made the
following presentatiors:-

The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire
(Civil Division)

To be an Honorary Officer -
DCCTOR CESARE ROMITI

To be an Officer -
JOHN HILTON McBEAN MOORE

To be Members -
COLIN STEWART RIDIEY
HALRY SARRAN AMTAROOP

The Queen's Fire Service Metal for
Distinguisaed Scrvice’

JOSEPH THOMAS ATKINSCN

Thereafter, His Excellency withdrew from the Chamber.

After a short interval, Council resumed.

ANNOTINCEMENTS

Leave

The Speaker announced that -

(i) The Honourable Attorney-General, Mr. A.M.I.
Austin, Q.C., had been granted leave to be out
of the Colony on officlal business for about
five to six weeks.

/ (ii)



(ii) The Honourable Financial Secretary, Mr. P.W.
Essex, C.M.G.. had been granted leave with
effect from the 14th February as he was out
of the Colony on official business.

(iii) Mr. Jai Narine Singh had been granted three months
leave as he would be out of the colony.

(iv) Mr. A.M. Predericks was unable to be.present at
that day's sitting.

PAPERS LAID

By the Minigter of Communications and Works:

Annual Report of the Posts and Telecommunications

Department for the year 1959,
(PT 94,4 IV)(Circulated).

PUBLIC BUSINESS
ORDER OF THEL DAY

BILL - Committe2 and Third Reading

Item 5 - WORKMEN'S COMELNSATION AMENDMENT) BILIL. 1960 -
Bill No. 7 1360,

At the request of the Minister of Labour, Health and
Housing and with Council's consent, consideration of the
follow’ng Bill in Commi~+tee was resumed:

A BILL intituled AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE
WORKMEN'S COMPENSATICON ORDINANCE.

In Comm . ttee

Clauges 2 - The Attorney-General stated that Government
B could not accept the suggestion made by
Mr. Bur2hiam at the wrevious sitting for
inclusion of a definitvion for the term
"periodic payment".

Thereafter . Clause 2 o+ printed was
put and carried.

Clause 3 =~ Mr. Tasker moved the following amendment:

Deletivn of Clause %(1)(h) and the sub-
utitvtion therefo. of the followings:

"(h) by the srbustitution for the
word "twelve" in the proviso
to paragraph (d) of the vord
n ten" . n

After discussion, the amendient was put and negatived
on the following division:--

../ IR



FOR AGAINST DID NOT VE

Mr. Tasker Mr. Bowman Mr., Campbell
Mr. Davis Mr. Hubbard

Mr. Tello

Mr. Gajraj

Mr. Jackson

Mr. Burnham

Mr. Ajodha Singh
Mr. Saffee

Mr. Rai

Mr. Ram Karran

Mrs. Jagan

Mr. Benn

The Financial Secretary
The Attorney-General
The Chief Secretary

2 15 1

Clause 3 was then passed as printed.

Clauses 4 to 9 -~ were passed as printed.

Counci resumed.

Third Reading

On a motion by the Minister of ILabour, Health and
Housing seconded by the Minister of Natural Resources, the
Bill was read the third time and passed as printed.,

MOTION

Item 1 -~ MR. BOWMAN'S MOTION CONCERNING TEL GRANTING OF
FREFZHCID TITLE ON A HIRE-PURCHASE BASIS.

Mr. Bowman moved and Mr. Beharry seconded the following
motions

WHERLAS the sociail and econcmic nystem which
prevails in British Guiana is patterr=d on that of
the Western World, India arnd Pakisteaii and provides
for free enterprise and the owner ‘hip of property;

AND WHEREAS the pclicy of the Majority Party of
the Government is opposed to freehold ownership of
land:

BE IT RESOLVED:

Trtat this Council urges upon the Government
that freehold title on & reasonable hire-purchase
basis be granted to -

(i) farmers in respect of land they now occupy
in Governmert Land Settlement Schemes; and

(ii) persons oc.upying Crown Lands for farming.

../ At



At 4.55 p.m. On a motion by Mr. Tello, Mr. Beharry was
granted permission to continue his speech until 5,00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT

At 5.00 pem. the Speaker adjourned Council to a date
to be fixed.

Confirmed,

D Md Vashoss
TR
Ciffr Speaker.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS,
Georgetown.

24th March, 196U.
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