NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

OF THE 4TH SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST

SESSION (2015) OF THE ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD

AT 2.00 P.M.

ON THURSDAY, 9TH JULY, 2015

IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS, 

BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (37)

Speaker (1)

*Hon Dr. Barton U.A. Scotland, C.C.H., M.P., Speaker of the National Assembly 

MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT – A Partnership For National Unity/Alliance For Change (36)

First Vice-President and Prime Minister (1)

+ Hon. Moses V. Nagamootoo, J.P., M.P., First Vice-President and Prime Minister

Other Vice-Presidents (3)

+ Hon. Carl B. Greenidge, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
+Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Public Security

+*Hon. Sydney Allicock, M.S., M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Indigenous 

      Peoples’ Affairs

Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs (1)

+ Hon. Basil Williams, M.P., Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs

Senior Ministers (13)

+ Hon. Amna Ally, M.P., Minister of Social Cohesion and Government Chief Whip

+ Hon. Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Joseph F. Harmon, M.S.M., M.P., Minister of State 
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+ Cabinet Member


*Non-Elected Member



2.

+ Hon. Dr. Rupert Roopnarine, M.P., Minister of Education

+ Hon. Ronald A. Bulkan, M.P., Minister of Communities

+ Hon. Dr. George A. Norton, M.P., Minister of Public Health

+ Hon. Winston D. Jordan, M.P., Minister of Finance

+ Hon. Raphael G.C. Trotman, M.P., Minister of Governance

+ Hon. Volda A. Lawrence, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

   Minister of Social Protection

+ Hon. David A. Patterson, M.P., Minister of Public Infrastructure

+ Hon. Catherine A. Hughes, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

    Minister of Tourism

+*Hon. Winston G. Felix, D.S.M., M.P., Minister of Citizenship

+ Hon. Hans Dominic Gaskin, M.P., Minister of Business

+Hon. Noel L. Holder, M.P., Minister of Agriculture 

Ministers (8)

*Hon. Keith Scott, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Communities

Hon. Dawn Hastings-Williams, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni),

Minister within the Ministry of Communities

+ Hon. Annette N. Ferguson, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Public Infrastructure

Hon. Valerie Garrido-Lowe, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs

Hon. Jaipaul Sharma, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

Minister within the Ministry of Finance

Hon. Dr. Karen Cummings, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

Minister within the Ministry of Public Health
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Hon. Simona Charles-Broomes, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Social Protection

Hon. Nicolette O. Henry, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Education 
Other Members (10)

Ms. Jennifer J. Wade, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice)

Ms. Rajcoomarie Bancroft, M.P. (Region No. 8 –Potaro/Siparuni)

Mr. John Adams, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)

Mr. Richard Allen, M.P. (Region No. 1 – BarimaWaini)

Mr. Michael Carrington, M.P.

Mr. Jermaine Figuera, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice)

Ms. Valarie Patterson, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice)

Mr. Charrandas Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)

Mr. Hemraj Rajkumar, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)

Mr. Audwin Rutherford, M.P.

Officers (2)

Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, Clerk of the National Assembly

Ms Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2.10 p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk read Prayers.
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4.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER

Address by the His Excellency the President, Brigadier David A. Granger, M.S.S.

The Speaker informed Members that the His Excellency the President, Brigadier David A. Granger, M.S.S., would address the National Assembly during the course of that sitting.
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1) By the Minister of Finance:

(i) Audited Financial Statement of the Linden Mining Enterprise Limited for the year ended 31st December, 2013.

(Circulated)

(ii) Mid-Year Report 2014.

(Circulated)

(iii) Compensation Agreement under the Framework of the PETROCARIBE Energy Cooperation Agreement dated March 13, 2014, between PDVSA Petróleo, S.A. (PDVSA) and the Co-operative Republic of Guyana for the cancellation of the oil debt in compensation for the white rice and paddy shipments under the Guyana/Venezuela Rice Trade Agreements in the amount of US$55,453,000.00.

(Circulated)

(iv) Loan Agreement No. 8/SFR-OR-GUY dated April 14, 2014, between the Caribbean Development Bank and the Co-operative Republic of Guyana for US$25,000,000.00 for the Sea and River Defence Resilience Project.

(Circulated)
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(v) Financial Agreement No. 5473-GY dated October 10, 2014 between the Co-operative Republic of Guyana and the International Development Association for SDR6,500,000.00 for the Secondary Education Improvement Project.

(Circulated)

(vi) Financing Agreement No. 5474-GY dated October 10, 2014 between the Co-operative Republic of Guyana and the International Development Association for SDR7,700,000.00 for the Flood Risk Management Project.

(Circulated)

(vii) Loan Contract Nos. 3242/OC-GY and 3243/BL-GY dated October 10, 2014 between the Co-operative Republic of Guyana and the Inter-American Development Bank for US$16,838,250.00 for the Water Supply and Sanitation Infrastructure Improvement Program.

(Circulated)






3.

(viii) Loan Contract Nos. 3238/OC-GY and 3239/BL-GY dated October 10, 2014 between the Co-operative Republic of Guyana and the Inter-American Development Bank for US$37,641,750.00 for the Power Utility Upgrade Program.

(Circulated)

(ix) Debt Relief Agreement (E-HIPC Debt Initiative) dated March 14, 2014 among the Government of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana, the Bank of Guyana, the Board of Directors of the Caricom Multilateral Clearing Facility (CMCF) and the Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago (As Agent) to write-off 100 percent of Guyana’s total outstanding debt to Creditor Participants in the amount of US$35,948,387.25.

(Circulated)
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(x) Compensation Agreement under the Framework of the PETROCARIBE Energy Cooperation Agreement dated September 12, 2014 between PDVSA Petroleo, S.A. (PDVSA) and the Co-operative Republic of Guyana for the cancellation of the oil debt in compensation for the white rice and paddy shipments under the Guyana/Venezuela Rice Trade Agreements in the amount of US$69,010,500.00.

(Circulated)

(xi) Annual Report of the Guyana National Printers Limited for the year 2013.

(Circulated)

(xii) Annual Report of the Atlantic Hotel Inc. for the year 2012.

(Circulated)

(xiii) Annual Report of the Atlantic Hotel Inc. for the year 2013.

(Circulated)

(xiv) Audited Financial Statements of Matthew’s Ridge Power and Light Inc. for the year ended 31st December, 2013.

(Circulated)

(xv) Annual Report of the National Insurance Scheme for the year 2012.

(Circulated)

 The Minister of Finance requested that Orders Nos. 33 and 34 be deferred to a later date:
(xvi) Ministers, Members of the National Assembly and Special Offices (Emoluments) Order 2014 – No. 33 of 2014.

(Circulated)
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(xvii) Constitutional Offices (Remuneration of Holders) Order 2014 – No. 34 of 2014.

(Circulated)

(xviii) Annual Report of the Financial Intelligence Unit for the year ended 31st December, 2013.

(Circulated)

(xix) Annual Report for the Guyana National Newspapers Limited for the year ended 31st December, 2013.

(Circulated)

(xx) Annual Report for the Linden Electricity Company Inc. for the year ended 31st December, 2012.

(Circulated)

(xxi) Annual Report for the National Industrial and Commercial Investments Limited for the year ended 31st December, 2013.

(Circulated)

(xxii) The Value-Added Tax (Amendment) Order 2014 – No. 30 of 2014.

            (Circulated)
(2) By the Minister of Governance:
(i) Annual Reports of the Guyana Geology and Mines Commission for the years 2004 and 2006.

          (Circulated)
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(ii) Annual Report of the Guyana Geology and Mines Commission for the year 2013.

        (Circulated)

(iii) Annual Report of the Guyana Lands and Surveys Commission for the year 2013.

       (Circulated)

(iv) Annual Report of the Guyana Lands and Surveys Commission for the year 2014.

      (Circulated)

(v) Annual Report of the Guyana Gold Board for the year 2012.

    (Circulated)

(vi) Annual Report of the Environmental Protection Agency for the year 2013.

    (Circulated)

(vii) Audited Financial Statements of the Environmental Protection Agency for the years ended 31st December, 2012 and 2013.

    (Circulated)

(viii) Annual Report of the Environmental Protection Agency for the year 2014.

   (Circulated)

(ix) Annual Report of the Guyana Forestry Commission for the year 2013.

              (Circulated)

(x) Annual Report of the Guyana Forestry Commission for the year 2014.

              (Circulated)
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(xi) Annual Report of the Ministry of Natural Resources and the Environment for the year 2013.

(Circulated)

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS, INCLUDING POLICY STATEMENTS-

The External Debt of Guyana
The Minister of Finance made a statement on the External Debt of Guyana.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

 At 2.22 p.m., the sitting was suspended to receive His Excellency, the President.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 2.45 p.m., the sitting was resumed.

ARRIVAL OF THE PRESIDENT

The President entered the Chamber and took his place on the Dais.

WELCOME TO THE PRESIDENT

The Speaker welcomed the President and invited him to address the Assembly.

ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT

His Excellency the President, Brigadier David A. Granger, M.S.S., addressed the Assembly, in accordance with Article 63(1) of the Constitution.

THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT

The Speaker, on behalf of the Members of the Assembly and himself, thanked His Excellency for his address.
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SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 3.10 p.m., the sitting was suspended for the departure of the President.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 3.46 p.m., the sitting was resumed.

PUBLIC BUSINESS
-
(i) GOVERNMENT’S BUSINESS

BILLS – Second Readings

ITEM 1  - 
CONSTITUTION (AMENDMENT) BILL 2015- Bill No. 1/2015 published on 

2015-06-18
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs moved the second reading of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Third Schedule relating to Article 222A of the Constitution to provide financial autonomy to certain entities.

(Read a first time on 2015-06-25)

The following Members spoke to the motion:


The Minister of Social Protection


The Minister of Foreign Affairs

Thereafter, the Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs replied.

The Bill was then read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.
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11.

In Committee
Clauses 1 and 2  were passed as printed.

Assembly resumed
On a motion by the Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, the Constitution (Amendment) Bill 2015 was read a third time and passed as printed on the following division:


AGAINST 





FOR









Mr. Rutherford










Mr. Rajkumar










Mr. Persaud










Ms Patterson










Mr. Figueira










Mr. Carrington










Mr. Allen










Mr. Adams










Ms Bancroft










Ms Wade










Ms Henry










Ms Broomes










Dr. Cummings










Mr. Sharma










Mrs. Garrido-Lowe









Ms Ferguson










Mrs. Hastings-Williams










Mr. Holder










Mr. Gaskin
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Mrs. Hughes










Mr. Patterson










Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Harmon










Mrs. Lawrence



Mr. Trotman










Mr. Jordan










Dr. Norton










Mr. Bulkan










Dr. Roopnarine










Ms Ally










Mr. Williams










Mr. Ramjattan










Mr. Greenidge










Mr. Nagamootoo









   ______________________ 











33









    ______________________
SUSPENSION OF SITTING
At 4.12 p.m., the sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 5.20 p.m., the sitting was resumed.

ITEM 2   -  FORMER PRESIDENTS (BENEFITS AND OTHER FACILITIES) BILL 

2015-Bill No. 2/2015 published on 2015-06-18
The Minister of Finance moved the second reading of the following Bill:
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A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide certain benefits and other facilities for former Presidents.


(Read a first time on 2015-06-25)








The Vice-President and Minister of Public Security spoke to the motion.
Thereafter, the Minister of Finance replied.

The Bill was then read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee

Clauses 1 to 7 were passed as printed.

Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Minister of Finance, and a request by the Minister of Governance for a division, the Former Presidents (Benefits and Other Facilities) Bill 2015 was read a third time and passed as printed on the following division:
AGAINST 





FOR









Mr. Rutherford










Mr. Rajkumar










Mr. Persaud










Ms Patterson










Mr. Figueira










Mr. Carrington










Mr. Allen
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Mr. Adams










Ms Bancroft










Ms Wade










Ms Henry
Ms Broomes










Dr. Cummings









Mr. Sharma










Mrs. Garrido-Lowe










Ms Ferguson










Mrs. Hastings-Williams










Mr. Holder










Mr. Gaskin










Mrs. Hughes










Mr. Patterson










Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Harmon










Mrs. Lawrence



Mr. Trotman










Mr. Jordan










Dr. Norton










Mr. Bulkan










Dr. Roopnarine










Ms Ally










Mr. Williams










Mr. Ramjattan










Mr. Greenidge










Mr. Nagamootoo









   ______________________ 
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    ______________________
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ADJOURNMENT
At 6.09 p.m., on a motion by the First Vice-President and Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m., on Thursday, 30th July, 2015.

HON. DR. BARTON U.A. SCOTLAND, C.C.H., M.P., 







Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

9th July, 2015.
