


2.
“ue On. Satyadeow Sawh, ** P Minister of "isheries, Of' : Crops and Livestock
(Region No. 5 - Mahaica/Berbice)

* The Hon. S. Rudolph Insanally, O.R., C.C.H., M.P., Minister in the Office of the
President with responsil ™"y for Foreign Affairs (Absent)

* The Hon. ~oodnauth Singh, S.C., M.P., Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs
The Hon. Dr. Jennifer R.A. Westford, M.P., Minister of the Public Service
The Hon. C. Anthony Xavier, M.P., Minister of Transport and Hydraulics

The Hon. Bibi S. Shadick, M.P., Minister in the Ministry of Labour, Human Services and
Social Security (R jion No. 3 - Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)

** The Hon. Manzoor Nadir, M.P_, Minister of Tourism, Industry and Commerce
The Hon. Carolyn Rodrigues, M.P., Minister of Amerindian Affairs (Absent)
The Hon. Dr. Leslie S. Ramsammy, M.P., M"~ster of Health
Mr. S. Feroze Mohamed, M.P., Chief Whip
Mr. Cyril C L. Belgrave, C.C.H., ] P.,, M.P. (Region No. 4 - Demerara/Mahaica)
Mr. Donald R. Ramotar, M.P.

Mr. Husman Alli, J.P., M.P. (Region No. 7 - Cuyuni/Mazaruni)

Mr. Komal Chand, CC.H,,J.P, MP.

Mrs. Indranie Chandarpal, M P.

Mr. Bernard C. DeSantos, S.C., M.P. (Region No. 4 - Demerara/Mahaica)
M . Shirley V. Edwards, J.P., M.P.

Mr. O¢’ ga N. Lumumba, M.P. (Absent)

Mr. Heeralall 1ohan, J.P., M.P. (Region No. 2 - Pomeroon/Supenaam)
Mr. Ramesh C. Rajkumar, M.P.(Region No. 6 - East Berbice/Corentyne)
Dr. Bheri S. Ramsaran, M.D., M P.

Mrs. Philomena Sahoye-Shury, CCH.,, JP.,, MP,
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Water

Mrs. Pauline R. Sukhai, M.P. (Region No. 1 - Barima/Waini)

Mr. Zulfikar Mustapha, M.P.

Mr. Neendkumar, M.P. (Region No. 4 - Demerara/Mahaica)

Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan, M P. (Region No. 6 - East Berbice/Corentyne)

*Non-Elected Minister
**Elected Member from The United Force
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“f—*usof*~~Op ition (%)

(i) T ople’~ Mations! Zong—-1s/Reform (27)

Mr. Robert H.O. Corbin, M.P.

Mr. Winston S. Murray, C.C "1, M.P. (Absent - on Leave)

Mrs. Clarissa S. Riehl, M.P., Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly

Mr. E. Lance Carberry, M.P., Chief Whip (Absent - on Leave)

Mr. Ivor Allen, M.P. (Region No. 2 - Pomeroon/Supenaam)

Mrs. Deborah J. Backer, M.P.

Mr. Deryck M.A. Bernard, M.P.

Mr. C. Stanley Ming, M.P.

Mr. Vincent L. Alexander, M.P. (Region No. 4 - Demerara/Mahaica)

Mr. Raphael G.C. Trotman, M.P.

Mr. Basil Williams, M.P.

Mrs. Volda A. Lawrence, M.P.

Dr. Dalgleish Jose ©° M.D, M.P.

Miss / 1a Ally, M.P. (Region No. 5 - Mahaica/Berbice)

Miss Sandra M. Adams, M.P. (Region No. 10 - Upper Demerara/Berbice) (Absent - on Leave)
Mr. Jerome Khan, M.P. (Absent - on Leave)

Dr. George A. Norton, M.P.

Miss Myma E.N. Peterkin, M.P. (Region No. 4 - Demerara/Mahaica)

Mr. James K. McAllister, M.P. (Region No. 3 - Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)
Dr. Carl Max Hanoman, M.P.

Miss Lurlene A. Nestor, M.P. (Region No. 4 - Demerara/Mahaica) (Absent - on leave)
Mr. Abdul Kadir, J.P., M.P. (Region No. 10 - Upper D¢  :rara/Berbice)

Mr. Ricky Khan, M.P. (Region No. 1 - Barima/Waini)

Mrs. Rajcoomarie R=ncroft, M.P. (Region No. 8 - Potaro/Siparuni)

Mr. Nasir Ally, JP., M.P. (Region No. 6 - .ast Berbice/Corentyne)

Miss Judith David, M.P. (Region No. 7 - Cuyuni/Mazaruni)

Miss Genevieve Allen, M.P. (Region No. 4 - Demerara/Mahaica)
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(i) T-1o
The Speaker announced that leave hadt 1 granted to:-
Mr. Winston Murray, up to 28® February, 2005,
Mr. E. Lance Carberry,
Mr. Jerome Khan,
Ms Lurlene Nestor
and

Ms Sandra Adams for that day’s sitting

PRESENTATION OF PAPT™c **™ ""PORTS, ETC.
1. By the Speaker (Chair n of the Com—**~~ of Se!~~**~~):
(i) Minutes of Proceedings of the 12 Meeting of the Committee of Selection which was
held on Thursday, 30* December, 2004.

(Circulated)

(ii) Report of the Auditor General on the Public Accounts of Guyana and on the Accounts
of Ministries, Departments and Regions for the fiscal year ended 31* December, 2003,
(Circulated)

2' BytheM_'_l_r’*‘” 71“1—!,,7”77:
) The Customs Duties (Amendment) Order 2004,
(Circulated)

(i)  The Customs Duties (Amendment) Order No. 6 of 2005.
(Circulated)
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8.
Written reply submitted by th- Minister of Hom( airs (a.g.)

There are two (2) basic premises upon which a fire- n approvalis anted:-
(a) S "+ yand
(b)  Need of the Applicant

These two premises are coupled with a prescribed form of identification:-
(2)  National Identification Card
(b) Government of Guyana Passport

Suitability
Suitability is determined by:-
(@) Whett or not the person has a criminal record against his name;
(b)  Whether he is of intemperate habits or of unsound mind or is he is found unsuited to
be entrusted with a firearm.
The person’s good character must be attested to be two (2) persons of good repute and standing in

the Society.

Nd - The need is determined by the circumstances as assessed by the nature of the

applicant’s employment or business.

4. TRAINING IN THE USE, CARRIAuZ AND S1..RAGE O _ _RFADMS

Mr. Raphael Trotman asked the Minister of Home Affairs the following question:
Will the Government be providing training in the use, carriage and storage of firearms
authorized to be used by civilians and members of the Community . olicir - Groups?

(Notice Paper No. 124 (Q61 Opp60) published on 2004-10-26)
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11.

7. SMUGGLING OF ILLEGAL FIRE/ "MS
I'“ Raj® "Tro n asked the Minister ol ..ome Affairs (a.g.) the following question:

What measures will the Government introduce to prevent the smuggling of illegal firearms into
Guyana?

(Notice Paper No. 133 (Q70 Opp69) published on 2004-10-26)

Written reply submitted by the 7™ " ter of H e Affairs (a.g.)

This is quite a difficult question. The borders are wide open, ¢ 11t is suspected that illegal firearms
are entering Guyana by that medium. So far stop and search and road block methodology have been

implemented. There is a regular check point supported from Georgetown to Mabura.

The weaki : at our Borders and Atlantic Coast have to be reduced so that interdiction of persons
entering the country with illicit firearms can be detected. To do so requires an investment in massive
and expensive surveillance capabilities by air, sea/river and on the ground, to deal effectively with the

threat along our borders.

One must recognised that this requires a heavy outlay to provide the Police and Coastguard with the
requisite vessels and equipment to enable the services to develop the capacity to interdict the illegal

entry of firearms into the country from the sea, land and air.

While every effort has been made to enhance the capabilities of these Services, one has to be realistic

in one’s expectations as to what resources could be provided in the immediate and long term medium.

In the meantime, the Police is committed to interdict illegal firearms on land using its patrols, road

blocks and intelligence gathering facilities.












15.

10. CUSTOMS ANTI NARCC . .C UNIT (CANU)

“Ir.™ " A Trotmana’ dthed™ ister of Home * Tairs (a.g.) the following question:

What efforts are in place to boost the capacity of the Customs Anti-Narcotic Unit (CANU) to
investigate and prosecute drug related crimes in Guyana?
(Notice Paper No. 139 (Q76 Opp75) published on 2004-10-26)

Written ~~—~ly submitted by **~ Minister ~“ He—¢ Affairs (a.g.)
The short term objective and strategy of CANU focuses on enhancing operational ability at selected

sites and specific circumstances.

Prosecution will remain a collaborative function of allied law-enforcement agencies and bodies and
the DPP.

1t SEIZURF " NARCOTICS " TTT™S CHEDPM™ TAGAN I RNATI ™AL AIRPORT
Mr. Raphael Trotman asked the Minister of Home Affairs (a.g.) the following question:

Can the Minister say why larger quantities of narcotics are being seized at the Chedd: Jagan
International Airport, and not elsewhere within Guyana?

(Notice Paper No. 140 (Q77 Opp76) published on 2004-10-26)

Written reply submitted by the Minister of Home Affairs (a.g.)
Cheddi Jagan International Airport is the only International Airport in Guyana. Tt e are also direct

links to countries where the demand is high for these narcotics.

In addition, enhanc  available resources have heightened the security measures implemented by the
Police and Customs Anti-Narcotic Unit which affect these seizures.
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17.

In Miami the trade ministers agreed, as a compromise, to scale down the original scope and content
of the FT A negotiat’ “inordertopt  vethe gotiatic and safeguard the political integrity
of the hemispheric process. In this regard the key mandates to the Trade Negotiations Committee
(TNC) were to:

. Develop a Common and Balance set of rights and obligations applicable to all
countries in the following negotiating areas; market access; agriculture; services;
inves’ :nt; government procurement; intellectual property; competition policy;
subsidies, antidumping, and countervailing duties; and d*--ute settlement.

. Establish procedures for plurilateral negotiations of additional liberalization and
disciplines (in the identified areas) within the FTAA.

The drafting or formulating of the “common set of rights and obligations™ has proven to be difficult
in terms of detailed proposals etc. Commencing with the 17* Meeting of th e TNC in February, 2004
the FTAA Co-chairs - USA and Brazil - held several consultations with delegations to resolve the

differences.

Key issues/areas of disagreement relate to the “common set of rights and obligations”, the treatment
of agriculture and disciplines on subsidies and other supports, and the scope of negotiations on
services and investment. The difficulties with agriculture (as well as services and investment) are
largely specific, though not exclusively, to the opposite views of the US and Canada on the one hand
and the Mercosur Group, led by "razil, on the other. The US has defined services, investment,
government procurement and IPR as its_gffensive issues - areas in which the US is pressing for real
concessions from other delegations. Agriculture and Subsidies could be described asthe US 7-*nsive

issues - in v *-h the " 'S is being pressed to make concessions or trade-offs.

"-~sumption of the negotiations
In June, 2004 CARICOM, through its N isterial spokesperson on FT AA matters, suggested to the

FTAA Co-Chairs, USA and Brazil, to convene a ministerial level (mini-ministerial) meeting to break



the deadlock and restart the FTAA negotiations. There was no enthusiastic response to this call by
CARICOM, primarily because of the prevailing preoccupation with the WTO discussions in Geneva.

Followir _, the “successful” conclusion of the WTQO General Council I * :eting in July, 2004 to move
ahead with the WTO negotiations, : reral ¢ zgations (in Latin America) called ~~ **: "TAA Co-
Chairs to set out a strategy to restart th- ™™ *A y© i In August, 2004 Chile, Mexico and the
Andean Community submitted to the Co-Chairs that: “We believe * “we ~ st take advantage of this

new atmosphere at tt WTO to also move forward with the FTAA negotiation process.”

On August 26, 2004 CARICOM’s ministerial spo}  person on FTAA matters issued a letter to the
FTAA Co-Chairs in which he also called for “a formal update on the status of these efforts, including
the prospects for re-launch and proposed schedules of negotiations”. In his correspondence he also
reiterated that “CARICQM remains committed to participatinginthe F1 A negotiations, and bringing

them to fruition.”

The call for a restart of the negotiations is timely and fits the expressed interests of most delegations,
including CARICOM. In an exchange of letters between the Brazilian Foreign Minister and the United
States Trade R iresentative (USTR) in early Nov—"er, 2004, it was agreed that the TNC Co-Chairs
would meet in late January, 2005 to resume informal consultations aimed at breaking * :impasse over

the scope of the negotiations and eventual agreement.

It is the general expectation that the FT AA negotiations will be resumed early in 2005, though recent
policy pronouncements by both the USA and Brazil seemed to place priority on advancing the

multilateral negotiations at the World Trade Organisation (WTO).






20.
AND WHEREAS large areas of t| coast in Administrative Regions 3, 4 and 5 have
been inundated with t1 East Coastt ng the most severely affected;

AND WE.....EAS as a result there has been incalculable personal and commercial
damages suffered by thousands of households with many memt st 1g confined to their homes;

AND WHET ™ AS many of these households han 3 unable to access food, potable
water and have been exposed to public health hazards, a consequence of which has been evacuation
of homes, hospitalisations and fatalities;

AND WHEREAS Guyana now faces the worst natural disaster in its history;

AND WHEREAS the Guyanese people have rallied to the victims of the disaster in
their thousands offering help in many ways;

AND WHEREAS religious bodies, private sector entities and organisations, trade
unions, businesses, individuals and many others in Guyana and outside of Guyana have contributed
and are continuing to contribute re --urces of various kinds to the reli “effort and have pledged
additional resources;

AND WHEREAS Guyanese and non-Guyanese organisations and overseas residents

from many countries have pledged and donated goods and materials and have raised funds and
continue to do so,

AND WHEREAS many Governments and international organisations have allocated
or sent resources and assistance in many forms;

AND WHEREAS assistance and offers of assistance are continually being pledged by
all of the above;

“*™VTREAS the Government hasco  "“ed itselfin partnersl © withspe ™ * ied
international agencies, to a comprehensive assessment of the impact of the disaster on the socio-
economic status of households, communities and national sectors devastated by tl floods;
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21.

AND WHEREAS the Government * © '; to take ac’” 1 for the recovery
rehabilitation using the results of the assessment.

BE IT RESOLVED:
That the National Assembly:-
1. Expresses its deeply felt sadness and sympathy to the victims of the disaster;

Expresses its gratitude to the ~cople and organisations in Guyana and out of Guyana
for the assistance they have given and continue to give;

3. Expresses its thanks to those Governments and international organisations which have
contributed to the relief effort;

4. Urges all Guyanese and friends of Guyana to continue their efforts on behalf of the
victims;

5. Supports the efforts of the Govt mnent of Guyana, the Opposition and all other
politi - organisations which have contributed to the relief efforts;

6. Urges the people of Guyana, including the victims of the flood, to continue their
valiant and courageous struggle against this disaster.
(Notice "zper No. 176 (M71 Govt65) published on 2005-02-09)

Mr. Robert Corbin spoke to the motion,

Mr. Robert Corbin was speaking to the motion when the time for the suspension of the sitting

was reached.

SUSPENSIO™ “F SITTING
" 4.00 p.m., the sitting was suspended fo efreshments.
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22
PFTSUMPTION OF ™™ 'G

“* 4 p.m, the sitting was res —d.
Mr. Robert Cor"* ¢c "in -1 and concluded his speech.

The following Members spoke to the motion:

The Minister of Fisheries, Other Crops and Livestock
Dr. Dalgleish Joseph

SUSPENSION OF SITTING
At 6.30 p.m., the sitting was suspended for refreshments.

F'"SUMPTION OF SITTING
At 7.20 p.m., the sitting was resumed.

The following M  nbers also spoke to the motion:
Dr. Bheri Ramsaran
Miss Myrna Peterkin
Mr. James McAllister

ADJOURNM®™MT
At 9.45 p.m., on a motion by the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, the sitting was adjourned

tc ~ 20 p.m., on Thursday, 17" February, 2005.

HON. HARiI N. RAMKARRAN, 8.C.,, M.P.,
Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,
Public Buildings,
Georgetown.

16" February, 2005,



