NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
OF THE 35TH SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST

SESSION (2015-2016) OF THE ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD

AT 2.00 P.M.

ON THURSDAY, 10TH MARCH, 2016,

IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS,

BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (69)

Speaker (1)

*Hon Dr. Barton U.A. Scotland, C.C.H., M.P., Speaker of the National Assembly 

MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT (36)

(i) A Partnership For National Unity/Alliance For Change (36)

First Vice-President and Prime Minister (1)

+ Hon. Moses V. Nagamootoo, J.P., M.P., First Vice-President and Prime Minister

Other Vice-Presidents (3)

+ Hon. Carl B. Greenidge, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Foreign Affairs 

+Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Public Security

+*Hon. Sydney Allicock, M.S., M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Indigenous 

      Peoples’ Affairs 
Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs (1)

+ Hon. Basil Williams, M.P., Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs  

Senior Ministers (13)

+ Hon. Amna Ally, M.P., Minister of Social Cohesion and Government Chief Whip

+ Hon. Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Joseph F. Harmon, M.S.M., M.P., Minister of State 
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+ Cabinet Member


*Non-Elected Member




2.

+ Hon. Dr. Rupert Roopnarine, M.P., Minister of Education 

+ Hon. Ronald A. Bulkan, M.P., Minister of Communities

+ Hon. Dr. George A. Norton, M.P., Minister of Public Health

+ Hon. Winston D. Jordan, M.P., Minister of Finance (Absent)
+ Hon. Raphael G.C. Trotman, M.P., Minister of Natural Resources

+ Hon. Volda A. Lawrence, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

   Minister of Social Protection

+ Hon. David A. Patterson, M.P., Minister of Public Infrastructure

+ Hon. Catherine A. Hughes, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

    Minister of Public Telecommunication 

+*Hon. Winston G. Felix, D.S.M., M.P., Minister of Citizenship 

+ Hon. Hans Dominic Gaskin, M.P., Minister of Business

+Hon. Noel L. Holder, M.P., Minister of Agriculture 

Ministers (9)

*Hon. Keith Scott, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Social Protection 

Hon. Dawn Hastings-Williams, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni),

Minister within the Ministry of Communities

Hon. Annette N. Ferguson, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Public Infrastructure

Hon. Valerie Garrido-Lowe, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs

Hon. Jaipaul Sharma, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

Minister within the Ministry of Finance 

Hon. Dr. Karen Cummings, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

Minister within the Ministry of Public Health
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Hon. Simona Charles-Broomes, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Natural Resources

Hon. Nicolette O. Henry, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Education 

Hon. Valarie Patterson, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice),

Minister within the Ministry of Communities

Other Members (9)

Ms. Jennifer J. Wade, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice)

Ms. Rajcoomarie Bancroft, M.P. (Region No. 8 –Potaro/Siparuni)

Mr. John Adams, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)

Mr. Richard Allen, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini)

Mr. Michael Carrington, M.P.

Mr. Jermaine Figueira, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice)

Mr. Charrandas Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)

Mr. Hemraj Rajkumar, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)

Mr. Audwin Rutherford, M.P.

MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITION (32)

(ii) People’s Progressive Party (32)

Mr. Bharrat Jagdeo, M.P., Leader of the Opposition (Absent – on leave) 

Mr. Clement J. Rohee, M.P., 

Ms. Gail Teixeira, M.P., Opposition Chief Whip 

Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara) (Absent)
Mr. Mohabir A. Nandlall, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) (Absent)
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Ms. Priya D. Manickchand, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice) (Absent – on leave)
Dr. Frank C.S. Anthony, M.P. (Absent – on leave)
Ms. Pauline Campbell-Sukhai, M.P. (Absent – on leave)
Mr. Odinga Lumumba, M.P. 

Bishop Juan A. Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P. (Absent – on leave)
Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P. (Absent – on leave)
Dr. Vindhya V. Persaud, M.S., M.P.

Mrs. Indranie Chandarpal, M.P. 

Mr. Joseph L.F. Hamilton, M.P.

Mr. Collin D. Croal, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini) (Absent – on leave)
Ms. Gillian R. Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) (Absent)
Dr. Bheri S. Ramsarran, M.P.

Dr. Jennifer Westford, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni) 

Ms. Africo Selman, M.P.

Mr. Zulfikar Mustapha, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)

Mr. Ganga Persaud, M.P. (Absent – on leave)
Mrs. Yvonne Pearson- Fredericks, M.P. (Absent – on leave)
Mr. Neendkumar, J.P., M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) (Absent)
Mr. Komal Chand, J.P., C.C.H., M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)

Dr. Vishwa D.B. Mahadeo, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne) (Absent – on leave)
Mr. Cornel Damon, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)
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5.

Mr. Alister S. Charlie, M.P. (Region No. 9 – Upper Takutu/
Upper Essequibo) (Absent – on leave)
Mr. Nigel D. Dharamlall, M.P. (Absent – on leave)
Mr. Adrian V. Anamayah, M.P. (Absent)
Mr. Charles S. Ramson, M.P. 

Mr. Harry Gill, M.P. (Absent – on leave)
Ms. Bhagmattie Veerasammy, M.P.

Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, Clerk of the National Assembly

Ms Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2.10 p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk read Prayers.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER

(i) Commonwealth Day 2016

The Hon. Speaker of the National Assembly made the following announcement:
“Honourable Members, the Guyana Branch of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association will join with the rest of the Commonwealth to observe Commonwealth Day 2016 under the theme: “An Inclusive Commonwealth” on Monday, 14th March, 2016.  
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6.

Due to the overwhelming positive feedback received from last year’s Sitting of the Youth Parliament in observance of Commonwealth Day 2015, the Guyana Branch of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association has planned another Sitting of a Youth Parliament to further sensitise students throughout Guyana to the Commonwealth, Democracy and Parliament.




This activity will involve the participation of thirty-eight (38) students between the ages of 14 and 17 years from twenty-three (23) secondary schools from the ten Administrative Regions of Guyana, and include children from the New Opportunity Corps and the Ptolemy Reid Rehabilitation Centre.  Students, accompanied by teachers, will arrive in Georgetown on Friday, 11th March, 2016 and will return to their respective Regions on Tuesday, 15th March, 2016.  During their stay, the students will attend training sessions on the Commonwealth, leadership, parliamentary etiquette and decorum, the democratic process, parliament, parliamentary procedures, all prior to the Sitting of the Youth Parliament on Monday, 14th March, 2016.



Honourable Members have been asked to serve as mentors to the students and were requested to assist them in finalising speeches, developing elocution/debating skills, and honing leadership skills.



The participants will assume the roles of Speaker, Deputy Speaker, Prime Minister, Leader of the Opposition, Ministers of Government, Private Members, Clerk, Deputy Clerk and Sergeant-at-Arms.  Members of the Youth Parliament will speak to the motion titled “Youth Cohesion in building peaceful and inclusive societies in the Commonwealth”.  I invite Honourable Members to observe the Sitting of the Youth Parliament.”
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7.

(ii) Leave:
The Speaker informed Members that leave had been granted to the following Members for that day’s Sitting: 




Mr. Bharrat Jagdeo 
Ms Priya Manickchand
Dr. Frank Anthony
Mrs. Pauline Campbell-Sukhai
Bishop Juan Edghill


Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj
Mr. Collin Croal

Mr. Ganga Persaud


Mrs. Yvonne Pearson,
Mr. Nigel Dharamlall
Mr. Alister Charlie and

Mr. Harry Gill

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1) The Minister of Natural Resources, on behalf of the Minister of Finance, presented the Report of the Directors of the Dependants’ Pension Fund for the years ended 31st December, 2013 and 2014.








(Circulated)

(2) By the Minister of Social Protection:

Annual Report of the Sugar Industry Labour Welfare Fund Committee for the year 2013.








(Circulated)
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8.

PUBLIC BUSINESS
-

(i) GOVERNMENT BUSINESS


MOTION
MEMBERSHIP OF THE PARLIAEMNT OF GUYANA WITH THE INTER- PARLIAMENTARY UNION

The First Vice-President and Prime Minister moved the following motion:

WHEREAS the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) provides an opportunity to express views on issues of international interest with the aim of bringing about action by Parliaments and provides the forum for the promotion and defense of human rights, which is an essential factor of parliamentary democracy;

AND WHEREAS the Parliamentary Management Committee, at its 13th Meeting, held on Thursday 2nd May, 2014, decided that Guyana should become a Member of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (UPI);

AND WHEREAS the Parliament of Guyana, on 27th May, 2014, made application to the IPU for membership;

AND WHEREAS, in order for Guyana’s application for membership to be accepted, the IPU is requesting a resolution of the Parliament of Guyana with respect to Guyana’s application,


BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly approves of Guyana becoming a Member of the Inter-Parliamentary Union.

(Notice Paper No.32 (M26 Govt 21) published on 2016-01-20)
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9.

Ms Gail Teixeira spoke to the motion.

Thereafter, the First Vice-President and Prime Minister replied.

The motion was then put and carried.

(iii)      COMMITTEES BUSINESS

MOTIONS

ITEM  1   -  OUTSTANDING WORK OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE OF 

THE TENTH PARLIAMENT

Ms Gail Teixeira, M.P., on behalf of Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P.(Chairman of Public Accounts Committee), moved the following Motion:

WHEREAS, in accordance with Standing Order 104(1), every Committee shall before the end of the Session in which it was appointed, make a report to the Assembly upon matters referred to it;




AND WHEREAS, the Public Accounts Committee, a Standing Committee of the National Assembly of the First Session of the Tenth Parliament, was unable, owing to the prorogation and subsequent dissolution of  Parliament on the 10th November , 2014 and 28th February , 2015, respectively, to conclude the work that was referred to it in that Session.

BE IT RESOLVED:

That the Public Accounts Committee of the National Assembly for the first Session of the Eleventh Parliament take into account all outstanding work of the previous Committee.

                         (Notice Paper No. 23 (M18 Committee.1) published on 2015- 11-25)
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10.

The Minister of Social Protection spoke to the motion.

Thereafter, Ms Gail Teixeira replied.

The motion was then put and carried.


ITEM 2   - 
OUTSTANDING WORK OF THE PARLIAMENTARY SECTORAL 

COMMITTEE ECONOMIC SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE TENTH PARLIAMENT

The Minister within the Ministry of Finance (Chairman of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Economic Services Committee) moved the following Motion:

WHEREAS, in accordance with Standing Order 104(1), every Committee shall before the end of the Session in which it was appointed, make a report to the Assembly upon matters referred to it;

AND WHEREAS, the Economic Services Committee of the National Assembly of the First session of the Tenth Parliament, was unable, owing to the prorogation and subsequent dissolution of Parliament on the 10th November, 2014 and 28th February, 2015 respectively, to conclude the work that was referred to it in that Session.

BE IT RESOLVED:

That the Economic Services Committee of the National Assembly of the first Session of the Eleventh Parliament adopt all outstanding work of the previous Committee.

(Notice Paper No. 30 (M25 Committee 2) published on 2015-12-31)
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11.

Ms Gail Teixeira spoke to the motion.

Thereafter, the Minister within the Ministry of Finance replied.

The motion was then put and carried.

ITEM 3  - 
OUTSTANDING WORK OF THE PARLIAMENTARY SECTORAL 

COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SERVICES OF THE TENTH PARLIAMENT

Mr. John Adams, M.P. (Chairman of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Social Services) moved the following motion:


WHEREAS in accordance with Standing Order 104(1), every Committee shall before the end of the Session in which it was appointed, make a report to the Assembly upon matters referred to it;


AND WHEREAS the Social Services Committee, a Sectoral Committee of the National Assembly of the First Session of the Tenth Parliament, was unable to conclude the work that was referred to it in that Session.



BE IT RESOLVED:

That the Social Services Committee of the National Assembly of the First Session of the Eleventh Parliament adopt all outstanding work of the previous Committee.

(Notice Paper No. 31 (M26 Committee 3) published on 2016-01-13)

Dr. Vindhya Persaud spoke to the motion.
Thereafter, Mr. John Adams replied.
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12.

The motion was then put and carried.

ADJOURNMENT 

At 3.03 p.m., on a motion by the First Vice-President and the Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m., on Wednesday, 4th May, 2016. 
……………………………………………………………..

HON. DR. BARTON U.A. SCOTLAND, C.C.H., M.P., 







Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

10th March, 2016.

