NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
OF THE 37TH SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST

SESSION (2015-2016) OF THE ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD

AT 1.00 P.M.

ON THURSDAY, 12TH MAY, 2016,

IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS,

BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (69)

Speaker (1)

*Hon Dr. Barton U.A. Scotland, C.C.H., M.P., Speaker of the National Assembly 

MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT (36)

(i) A Partnership For National Unity/Alliance For Change (36)

First Vice-President and Prime Minister (1)

+ Hon. Moses V. Nagamootoo, J.P., M.P., First Vice-President and Prime Minister

Other Vice-Presidents (3)

+ Hon. Carl B. Greenidge, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Foreign Affairs 

+Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Public Security

+*Hon. Sydney Allicock, M.S., M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Indigenous 

      Peoples’ Affairs 

Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs (1)

+ Hon. Basil Williams, M.P., Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs  

Senior Ministers (13)

+ Hon. Amna Ally, M.P., Minister of Social Cohesion and Government Chief Whip

+ Hon. Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Joseph F. Harmon, M.S.M., M.P., Minister of State 
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+ Hon. Dr. Rupert Roopnaraine, M.P., Minister of Education 

+ Hon. Ronald A. Bulkan, M.P., Minister of Communities

+ Hon. Dr. George A. Norton, M.P., Minister of Public Health

+ Hon. Winston D. Jordan, M.P., Minister of Finance 

+ Hon. Raphael G.C. Trotman, M.P., Minister of Natural Resources

+ Hon. Volda A. Lawrence, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

   Minister of Social Protection

+ Hon. David A. Patterson, M.P., Minister of Public Infrastructure

+ Hon. Catherine A. Hughes, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

    Minister of Public Telecommunication 

+*Hon. Winston G. Felix, D.S.M., M.P., Minister of Citizenship 

+ Hon. Hans Dominic Gaskin, M.P., Minister of Business

+Hon. Noel L. Holder, M.P., Minister of Agriculture 

Ministers (9)

*Hon. Keith Scott, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Social Protection (Absent) 

Hon. Dawn Hastings-Williams, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni),

Minister within the Ministry of Communities (Absent)
Hon. Annette N. Ferguson, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Public Infrastructure

Hon. Valerie Garrido-Lowe, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs

Hon. Jaipaul Sharma, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

Minister within the Ministry of Finance 

Hon. Dr. Karen Cummings, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

Minister within the Ministry of Public Health
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Hon. Simona Charles-Broomes, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Natural Resources

Hon. Nicolette O. Henry, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Education 

Hon. Valarie Patterson, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice),

Minister within the Ministry of Communities

Other Members (9)

Ms. Jennifer J. Wade, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice)

Ms. Rajcoomarie Bancroft, M.P. (Region No. 8 –Potaro/Siparuni)

Mr. John Adams, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)

Mr. Richard Allen, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini)

Mr. Michael Carrington, M.P.

Mr. Jermaine Figueira, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice)

Mr. Charrandas Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)

Mr. Hemraj Rajkumar, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)

Mr. Audwin Rutherford, M.P.

MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITION (32)

(ii) People’s Progressive Party (32)

Mr. Bharrat Jagdeo, M.P., Leader of the Opposition 

Mr. Clement J. Rohee, M.P., (Absent –on leave)

Ms. Gail Teixeira, M.P., Opposition Chief Whip 

Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara) 

Mr. Mohabir A. Nandlall, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 
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Ms. Priya D. Manickchand, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice) 

Dr. Frank C.S. Anthony, M.P. 

Ms. Pauline Campbell-Sukhai, M.P. 

Mr. Odinga Lumumba, M.P. 

Bishop Juan A. Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P. 

Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P. 

Dr. Vindhya V. Persaud, M.S., M.P.

Ms. Indranie Chandarpal, M.P. 

Mr. Joseph L.F. Hamilton, M.P.

Mr. Collin D. Croal, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini) 

Ms. Gillian R. Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 

Dr. Bheri S. Ramsarran, M.P.(Absent –on leave)
Dr. Jennifer Westford, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni) 

Ms. Africo Selman, M.P. (Absent – on leave)
Mr. Zulfikar Mustapha, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)

Mr. Ganga Persaud, M.P. (Absent)
Ms. Yvonne Pearson- Fredericks, M.P. 

Mr. Neendkumar, J.P., M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 

Mr. Komal Chand, J.P., C.C.H., M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)

Dr. Vishwa D.B. Mahadeo, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne) 

Mr. Cornel Damon, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)
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Mr. Alister S. Charlie, M.P. (Region No. 9 – Upper Takutu/Upper Essequibo) 

Mr. Nigel D. Dharamlall, M.P. 

Mr. Adrian V. Anamayah, M.P. 

Mr. Charles S. Ramson, M.P. 

Mr. Harry Gill, M.P. 

Ms. Bhagmattie Veerasammy, M.P.

Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly

Ms. Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 1.05 p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk read Prayers.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER

The Speaker made the following announcements:

1. Private Member’s Day
“Honourable Members, today is Private Members’ Day and as you can see, the majority of our business today is from Private Members. The practice which as I understand is of long standing and one agreed between or among Honourable Members is that every fourth (4th) Sitting of the 
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Assembly will see precedence being given to Private Members’ Business. Today is such a day. 
By agreement between the Chief Whips and sanctioned by the Speaker, Private Members matters which are not treated today, will have precedence at the next Sitting bearing in mind our shortened Sitting today”.
2. Report of the Commission of Inquiry into the Death of the Late Dr. Walter Rodney
 “I have received from the Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, on behalf of His Excellency David Granger, President of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana, Volume 1 of the “Report of the Commission of Inquiry appointed to enquire and report on the circumstances surrounding the death in an explosion of the late Dr. Walter Rodney on the 13th June, 1980, at Georgetown”. The Report has been reproduced and at the appropriate time in our proceedings today will be formally laid in the Assembly for the information of all Honourable Members”.
3. Leave
Honourable Members, leave had been granted to:

Ms. Africo Selman; and 

Mr. Clement Rohee, for that day’s Sitting.
4. Address by His Excellency, David Granger, M.S.S., President of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana
“Honourable Members, I was informed that His Excellency the President, David Arthur Granger, M.S.S., will attend and address the National Assembly at today’s Sitting”.
SUSPENSION OF SITTING

 At 1.10 p.m., the Sitting was suspended to await the arrival of His Excellency, the President.
ARRIVAL OF THE PRESIDENT

At 1:28 p.m., the President entered the Chamber and took his place on the Dais.












/…7







7.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 1.30 p.m., the Sitting was resumed.

WELCOME TO THE PRESIDENT

The Speaker welcomed the President and invited him to address the Assembly.

ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT

His Excellency the President, David A. Granger, M.S.S., addressed the Assembly, in accordance with Article 63(1) of the Constitution.

THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT

The Speaker, on behalf of the Members of the Assembly and himself, thanked His Excellency for his address.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 1.52 p.m., the Sitting was suspended for the departure of the President.
RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 2.08 p.m., the Sitting was resumed.

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1) By the Speaker of the National Assembly (Chairman of the Committee of Selection):

(i) Report of the Commission of Inquiry appointed to enquire and Report on the circumstances surrounding the death in an explosion of the Late Dr. Walter Rodney on thirteenth day of June, one thousand, nine hundred and eighty at Georgetown.

(Circulated)
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(ii) Minutes of Proceedings of the 4th Meeting of the Committee of Selection held on Wednesday, 4th May, 2016.










(Circulated)

(2) By the Minister of Social Protection:

The Childcare and Development Services Regulations 2016 – No. 3 of 2016.











(Circulated)
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS-

Presentation and First Reading

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT BILL 2016 – Bill No. 14/2016

The Minister of Natural Resources, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill which was read the first time:
A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide for the protection, conservation, management, sustainable use internal and external trade of Guyana’s wildlife.









(To be Circulated)
PUBLIC BUSINESS
-

(i) PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS
MOTIONS

ITEM 1  - REPORT OF THE WALTER RODNEY COMMISSION OF INQUIRY
The Assembly did not proceed with the consideration of this motion since the requirement of the resolved clause was met with the presentation of the Report of the Commission of Inquiry appointed to enquire and Report on the circumstances surrounding the death in an explosion of the Late Dr. Walter Rodney on the thirteenth day of June, one thousand, nine hundred and eighty (13th June, 1980) at Georgetown.

/…9

9.

A proposal by Ms. Gail Teixeira to move an amendment to this motion was therefore disallowed by the Speaker.
WHEREAS the Report on “the Commission of Inquiry Appointed to enquire and report on the circumstances surrounding the Death In An Explosion Of The Late Dr. Walter Rodney On Thirteenth Day Of June, One Thousand, Nine Hundred And Eighty at Georgetown” was handed over to the Government of Guyana on February 10, 2016;


AND WHEREAS the Government made public commitments to table the Report of this Commission in the National Assembly;


AND WHEREAS seventy-seven days have passed since the Government is in possession of the Report;



BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly calls on the Government to table the Report of this Commission urgently within two weeks.

(Notice Paper No. 43 (M37 Opp. 4) published on 2016-04-29)
ITEM 2  - THE STATE OF THE RICE INDUSTRY IN GUYANA

Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P., moved the following motion:

WHEREAS on the 31st day of October, 2015, Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, the General Secretary of the Rice Producers Association and a Member of Parliament, wrote to the Honourable Minister of Agriculture, Mr. Noel Holder, upon the direction of the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Bharrat Jagdeo, conveying to the Honourable Minister the grave concern of the PPP/Civic in respect of the state of the Rice Industry in Guyana;
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AND WHEREAS in that letter it was pointed out that rice farmers were promised a one hundred percent (100%) increase in the price for which paddy was sold for the first crop of 2015, by several leaders of the APNU+AFC during the campaign leading up to the National and Regional Elections held on 11th May, 2015, and that in breach of that promise, for the second crop for 2015, farmers received between 35 percent (35%) to sixty percent (60%) of the price which they obtained for their paddy in the first crop of 2015;


AND WHEREAS as a consequence, both rice farmers and rice millers are facing tremendous financial and economic hardships and many of them are unable to meet their obligations under loan contracts with commercial banks for which their homes and other assets have been lodged as collateral by way of mortgages and as a result, many of these properties are now in jeopardy of being the subject of foreclosures and sales;


AND WHEREAS in an attempt to bring some measure of relief a number of measures were proposed to the Honourable Minister for his implementation;


AND WHEREAS none of these proposed measures has been implemented and the situation in the rice industry has since gotten progressively worse;


BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly calls upon the Government of Guyana to implement the following measures with every convenient speed:

(i) To resume negotiations with the Government of Venezuela with the intention of selling rice and paddy to that country;

(ii) To immediately remove all form of taxes and duties on fuel for the industry;
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(iii) To remove all taxes and duties on inputs for the industry including machinery, equipment and spares;

(iv) To commence discussions with all the commercial banks lending to the industry to review terms and conditions of loans taking into account the low prices farmers are getting in order to ‘soften’ repayment conditions;

(v) To suspend payments of land leases and drainage and irrigation charges;

(vi) To lay supplementary provisions in the National Assembly to provide financial support to farmers in order to aid in the purchase of seed paddy and fertilizers;

(vii) To immediately implement minimum export prices for rice and paddy;

(viii) To implement an aggressive marketing strategy in order to enhance current prices and secure new lucrative markets; and
(ix) To withdraw its pronouncement that the rice industry’s crisis “is a private matter” and give support to the industry, especially the farmers.
          (Notice Paper No. 44 (M38 Opp. 5) published on 2016-04-29)
The following Members spoke to the motion:
Mr. Cornel Damon

The Minister of Agriculture 

Mr. Zulfikar Mustapha

Ms. Priya Manickchand
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Mr. Mohabir Nandlall

Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj

Presiding by Mr. John Adams, M.P.
At 4:39 p.m. the Speaker withdrew from the Chamber and Mr. John Adams, M.P., took the Chair.
Speaker’s Return to the Chamber
At 4:43 p.m. the Speaker returned to the Chamber.
Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj continued his speech.

ADJOURNMENT 

At 5.03 p.m., on a motion by the First Vice-President and the Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m., on Tuesday, 24th May, 2016. 
……………………………………………………………..

HON. DR. BARTON U.A. SCOTLAND, C.C.H., M.P., 







Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.
12th May, 2016.

