
t 

NATIONAL ASSBMBLY 

MINUTES OF PROCBBDINGS 

OF TBB 42ND SITTING OP TBB NATIONAL ASSBMBLY OF TBB FIRST 

SESSION (1992-1994) OP TBB SIXTH PARLIAMENT OP GUYANA BBLD 

AT 2.00 P.M. 

ON THURSDAY, 4TB AUGUST, 1994 

IN TBB PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS , GBORGBTOWN 

MBMBRRS OF TBB NATIONAL ASSBMBLY (73) 

Speaker (1) 

The Bon. Derek c. Jagan, s.c. 1 J.P., M.P., Speaker of the National 
Assembly 

M-bers of the Govern.11ent - ,People's Progressive Party/Civic (43) 

The Hon. Samuel A. Hinda, M.P., Prime Minister 

The Bon. Reepu Daman Persaud, J.P., M.P., Senior Minister of 
Agriculture (Leader of the House) 

The Hon. s. Feroze Mohamed, M.P., Senior Minister of Home Affairs 
(Government Chief Whip) 

The Hon. Barripersaud Nokta, M.P., Senior Minister in the Ministry 
of Public Works, Communications and Regional Development 

• 

The Bon. Asgar Ally, M.P., Senior Minister of Finance 
* 

The Bon. Rev. pr. Ramnauth Bisnauth, M.P., Senior Minister of 
Education and Cultural Development 

• 

The Hon. Bernard c. Desantos, s.c., M.P., Attorney General and 

• 

Minister of Legal Affairs 

The Bon. Dr. Henry B. Jeffrey, M.P., Senior Minister of Labour, 
Buman Services and Social Security 

The Bon. Clement J. Rohee, M.P., Senior Minister of Foreign 
Affairs 

The Bon. Gail Teixeira, M. P. , senior Minister of Health 

The Bon. M. Shree Chan, M. p. I Senior Minister of Trade, Tourism 
and Industry 

Mrs. Janet Jagan, 0. E. , M.P. 

The Bon. Clinton c. Collymore, M.P., Minister in the Ministry 
of Agriculture 

The Ron. Indranie Chandarpal, M.P., Minister in the Ministry of 
Labour, Ruman Services and Social Security 

• 

The Bon. F. Vibert Desouza, M.P., Minister in the Ministry of Public 
Works, communications and Regional Development 

• 

The Ron. George E. Fung-On, M.P., Minister in the Office of 
the President 

• 

The Bon. Bharrat Jagdeo, M.P. 1 Minister in the Ministry of 
Finance (Absent) 

• 

Non-elected Member 
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Mr. Moses V. Nagarootoo, M. P. (Absent) 
Mr. Cyril C. Belgrave, M.P. 
Mr. Fazil M. Ali, M.P. 
Mr. Husman Alli, M.P. 
Mr. Shailc K.Z. Baksh, M.P. 
Mr. Kanal Chand, M.P. 
Mrs. Shirley V. Edwards, M.P. 
Or • Hughley H • Hananan , M. p. 
Mrs. Ona A. JalleS, M.P. 
Mr. Alston A. Xissoon,.M.P. \Absent - on leave) 
Dr. Moti Lall, M.P. 
Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P. 
Mr. Donald RaJrotar, M. P. 
Mr. Lawerence E, Rodney, 

0

M.P.
Mrs. Pauline Sukhai, M.P. 
Mr. Winslow M. Zephyr, M.P. 
Mr. Reuben A. Gilbert, M.P. 
Mr. Frlward DaSilva, M.P. 
Mr. Khadim Bacchus, M.P. (National Congress of I=1 Derocratic Organs) 
Mr. Sam.d A. Baksh, M.P. (Region Ne,. 2 - ParerOOn/ supenaam) 
Mr. Harrinarine Baldeo, M.P. (Region l'le, 5 - Mahaica/Berbicel 
Mr. Joseph DeSouza, M.P. ("Region No. 1 - Bar:ima/Wainil 
Mr. Eugene I.a. Cruz, M.P. (Region tle>, 9 - Opper Takutu/llwer Essequibo) (Absent) 
Mr. Bagot Paul, M.P. (Region No. 8 - Potaro/Siparuni) 
Mr. Kum Karan Ram:3as, M.P. (Region No. 6 - East Berbice/CorGntynel 
Mr. Ramrattan, M.P., a/k Balkarran (Region No. 3 - Essequibo Islands/West Demerara) 

Neut>eLs of the Minority ( 29) 

(i) Peolpe' s let.i.onal Oonp. s ( 26)

Mr. fl. Desrrond Hoyte, S .c., M.P., Minority leader (Absent - an leave) 
Mr. Robert a.o. Corbin, M.P. (Absent - an leave) 
Mr. Winston s. Murray, C.C.H., M.P., (Absent - on leave) 
Dr. Patrick L. Mckenzie, A.A., M.P., Chief Whip 
Mrs. Clarissa Riehl, M.P. 
Dr. Kenneth F.S. King, M.P. (Absent - on leave) 
Mr. De.ryck M,A. Ber:naxd, M. P. 
Ms l'ffl'la Ally, M.P. (Absent - on 1-eave) 
MS Jean M.G. Persioo, A.A., M,P. 
Mr. Arthur A. Alexander, M.P., Deplty Speraker of the National Assembly 
Mr. Simm H. Ng-See--Ouan, M.P. (Absent - on leave) 
Mr. Dunstan BarrOW, M. P. 
Mr. David S\lbnauth, M.P. 
Mr. Reynold N. David, M.P. (Region No. 7 - euyµni!Mazaruni> 
Mr. M. Idris Deen, M.P. (Absent - on leave)
Mr. Mt.al::ioddin Ahaired, M. P. 
Mrs, Cyrilda A. DeJesus, M.P. 
Mr. Kenrick Tyndall, M. P.
Mr. Phillip Bynoe, M.P. (Region No. 10 - Opper Dererara/Berbice) (Absent - on leave) 
Mr. Andy Gouveia, M.P. (Absent - on leave) 
Mr, Hukun'chaoo, M.P., a/k Parag 
Ms OeaJ'lf C. .Riobllnd<1 , 1iL. P. 
Ms Giii8Mehh JI.. Brooet,, K.:P. 
Mr. John A. Fredericks, M.P. 
Mr. Ivan Peters, M.P. (Region No. 4 - oenerara/MEthaica) 

( There is one \"aCllllcy)
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(ii) Working People's Alliance (2)

Dr. Clive Y. Thomae, c.c.H., M.P. 

Mr. !Matheaon Williams, M.P. (National Congress of Local Democratic 
Organs) 

(iii) The United Poree (1)

Mr. Manzoor Nadir, M.P. 

OPPICBRS 

Mr. Frank A. Narain, .A.A., Clerk of the National Aeaembly 

Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly 

COfUIBNCBIIBNT OP SITTDlG 

·'The .$itting commenced at 2.00 p.m.

PRAHRS 

The·Clerk read Prayers. 

AJ11ROQIICBMENT5: BX THB SPKAltBR 

(i) Leave

The Speaker announced th&t leave had been granted to th• 

following Members -

Mr. Alston Kissoon 

Mr. Desmond Hoyte 

Mr. Robert Corbin 

Mr. Andy Gouveia 

Mr. Simon Ng-see-Quan 

Mr. Idris Deen 

Mr. Phillip Bynoe 

for that day's Sitting]
and to 

Mr. Winston Murray up to 9th August, 

and 

Or. Kenneth King to the end of August. 
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(ii) 

(iii) 

Resignation of Dr. Faith Barding 

The Speaker announced that he had 

received a letter from Dr. Faith Barding 

resigning her aeat in the National Assembly, 

with effect from 11th July, 1994. 

With her resignation, Or. Harding had, 

in accordance with paragraph (l)(c) of article 

156 of the Constitution, vacated her seat in 

the Assembly. 

The Speaker stated that, in accordance 

with aection 99A of the Representation of the 

People Act, Chapter 1:03, he had called upon 

the representative of the liat of candidates 

in which Or. Harding's name was included, to 

further extract from the said list the name of 

a person to fill the vacancy in the Assembly. 

or. Barding had served as a Member of 

the National Assembly from 28th December, 1985 

to 8th October, 1992, and again from 24th 

November, 1992 to 10th July, 1994. During the 

period 28th December, 1985 to 8th October, 1992, 

she was a Minister of the Government. 

The Speaker, on behalf of Members of 

the National Assembly and himselt extended 

best wishes to or. Barding. 

Leave to sergeant-At-Arms

On behalf of Members of the Assembly 

and himself, the Speaker placed on record deep 

sympathy to the Sergeant-At-Arms, Mr. Kenneth King, 

on the recent death of his brother in Canada. 

Mr. King was on leave and was in Canada. 

The Speaker informed Ment>ers that 

Mr. Derek Kungebehar·sy was performing the functiona of 

Sergeant-At-Arms during Mr. King's absence. 
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PRBSD'l'A'l'IOII OP PAPBRS AJID R8t>ORTS, BTC. 

(1) By the Speaker:

Minutes of the Proceedings of the Fourth 

Meeting of the Committee of Selection 

held on Tuesday, 5th July, 1994. 

(Circulated) 

(2) By the Prime Minister:

(i) Annual Report of the Public and Police

Service Commissions tor the year 1993. 

(Circulated} 

(ii) Annual Report of the Public Service

Appellate Tribunal for the year 

1993. 

(Circul.ated} 

(3 } By the Senior Minister of Finance: 

(4) 

(i} State Paper - Enhanced Structural 

Adjustment Facility -Policy 

Framework Paper, 1994-96. 

(CircuJ.ated) 

(ii} Public Loan ( I ncreasing of Limit}) 

Order 1994 (No. 31 of 1994), made 

under section 2(2) of the Public 

Loan Act (No. 11 of 1973), on 

29th June, 1994, and published in 

the Gazette on 2nd July, 1994. 

(Circulated) 

By the Attorney General and Minister of Legal 

Affairs (Chairman of the Select Committee): 

Report of the Select Committee on the 

Public Utilities Commission (Amendment) 

Bill 1994. 

Circulated) 
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

Presentation and First Reading 

(l) LICBNSBD PREMISES (AMBNDKBNT) BILL 1994 - Bill Ro. 14/1994

Published 30.7.94

The Senior Minister of Labour, Human Services and 

Social Security, on behalf of the Government, presented the 

following Bill which was read the first time: 

(2) 

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend 

the Licensed Premises Act. 

LABOUR (CONDITIONS OP B11PL0l0IBRT OP C:SRTADI WOIUtBRS) 

(AMKRDIIBIU.') BILL 1994 - Bill No. 15/1994 ptmli.ahed 30.7.94 

The Senior Minister of Labour, Human Services and 

Social Security, on behalf of the Government, presented the 

following Bill which was read the first time: 

(3) 

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend 

the Labour ( Conditi611E- of .Employment 

of Certain Workers) Act. 

BAllRIBS (BOORS 01" WORlt) (AKBNDMDT) BILL 1994 -

Bill Ro. 16/1994 published 30.7.94 

The Senior Minister of Labour, Ruman Services and 

Social Security, on behalf of the Government, presented the 

following Bill which was read the first time: 

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend 

the Bakeries (Hours of Work) Act. 

(4) UBOOR (AMB1f1J111ff) BILL 1994 - Bill No. 17/1994 pmliahed 30.7.94

The Senior Minister of Labour, Buman Services and 

Social Security, on behalf of the Government, presented the 

following Bill which was read the first time: 

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend 

the Labour Act. 
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PUBLIC BUSIN8SS 

"O'l'IOl!l 

ITU l - PILING ARD BBARlllG OP CIVIL JORISDICTIOl!l flAH&RS BY

BSSBQUIBO R&SIDBMTS 

Mr. Huckumchand a/k Parag moved the following motion: 

WHEREAS, for !eaequibo residents, 

civil jurisdiction matters have to be filed 

and heard in the Bigh Court of the Supreme 

Court of Judicature in Georgetown, at great

inconvenience and expense:

BE IT RESOLVED: 

That this National Assembly 

recommend that these matters be 

filed and heard on the Essequibo 

Coast, Region 2, and that the 

necessary facilities be provided 

therefor. 

Mrs. Clarissa Riehl seconded the motion. 

The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs 

spoke to the motion and proposed the following amendment which 

was agreed to:-

Substitution of the words •arrangements be put in 

place to provide therefor� for the words "the 

necessary facilities be provided therefor. 

Mr. Bukumchand a/k Parag replied. 

The amended motion was then� and carried. 

I . . .
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BILL - Report of Select Committee and Third Reading 

ITENS 2 and 3 PUBLIC O'l'ILITIBS COMMISSION (A.MBRDKBNT) BILL 1994 -

Bill No. 3/1994 published 5.2.94 

Clause l 

Clause 2 

The Senior Minister of Trade, Tourism and 

Industry moved the following motion: 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

That the Report of the Select 
Committee on the Public Utilities 

Commission (Amendment) Bill 1994, be 
adopted. 

The propoeals in the Report which were made by 
the Select Committee, on the Clauses of the Bill, were 
as follows:-

was agreed to as printed. 

was amended and agreed to as follows:-

Substitution of the words •,enforcement and the other" 
for the words "and enforcement" in the third line 

of paragraph (a). 

Substitution of the words "In regard to matters 

provided in sections 26(2), 29 and 33 and the 

proviso to section 65(1)" for the words "As 

further provided in sections 26(2), 29, 33 and 

65(1)'' in the first and second lines of the new 
subsection (2A) being inserted by paragraph (b). 

Deletion of the words ",that has been entered into prior 

to the date on which this Act came into operation" 
in the fifth, sixth and seventh lines of the new 

subsection (2A) being inserted by paragr�ph (b). 

Substitution of the words "laws in operation in Guyana• 
for the words •written laws" in the third line of 
the new 8Ubsection (28) being inserted by paragraph (b). 

Dele�ion of the words "by any complainant, public 

utility and consumers" in the sixth and seventh lines 

of the new eubsection (2B) being inserted by 
paragraph (b). 
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Clause 3 

Clause 4 

Clause 5 

' 

Clause 6 

Clause 7 

9. 

was agreed to as priinted. 

was amended and agreed to as follows:-

Substitution of the word "manner" for "mannel" in 

the second line of paragraph (a). 

Substitution of the words "in any material respect, 

without" for the word "without" in the second 

and third lines of paragraph (a). 

Deletion of the words "in paragraph (a)," in the 

first line of paragraph (bl (i). 

�was amended and agreed to asfollows:-

" 
i . f Substitution of the words ·,prov s1on o safe and 

adequate service at reasonable costs, and to 

assuring the financial integrity of the enterprise" 

for the words "a .nd to assuring confidence in 

the financial integrity of the enterprise, so as

to maintain its credit and to attract capital" in 

the third and fourth lines. 

was amended. and agreed to as follows: -

,Del�tion of the word "telecommunications" in the 
.. 4 � 4 

third line. 

was agreed to as printed. 
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Clause 8 was amended and agreed to as follows:-

Insertion of the following after paragraph (a):­

"(b) in subsection (2) -

(i) by the substitution, for paragraph (a),

of the following -

"(i) where it relates to changing

any rate or rates -

(a) the existing and duly

established rate or rates;";

(ii) in paragraph (el, by the substitution,

for the full stop at the end, of a semi­

colon;

(iii) by the insertion, after paragraph (el,

of the following -

"(ii) where it relates to the rate for

any new service -

(a) the date from which the rate

for the new service is to take

effect; and

(b) any other particulars specifie

by the commission." ".

Re-lettering of the existing_ paragraph (b) as paragraph ( 

C�ause 9 was agreed to as printed. 

Clause 10 was agreed to with the correction of the following 

typographical error: 

Substitution of the word "notion" for the word 

"notice" in the second line of paragraph (a) (ii). 

Clause 11 was amended and agreed to as followe:­

Insertion of the word "initially" between the 

words ''shall" and "be" in the seventh line of 

the new subsection (2) being inserted by 

paragraph (b). 
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Clause 12 was amended and agreed to as follows:-

Substitution of the words ''subsections as 

subsections (2) and (3)" for the words 

"subsection as subsection (2)" in the second 

and third lines of paragraph (b). 

Insertion of the words "lawfully being" 

between the words "rate• and "charged" in 

the first line of the new subsection (2) 

being inserted by paragraph (bl. 

Insertion of the following as subsection 

( 3) : -

"(3) Bearings entered upon by the 

Commission under this section shall 

be promptly commenced, scheduled and 

held.". 

Clause 13 was agreed to as printed. 

Clause 14 was agreed to as printed. 

Clause 15 was agreed to as printed. 

Clause 16 was agreed to as printed. 

Clause 17 was agreed to as printed. 

Clause 18 w.as agreed to as printed.

Clause 19 was agreed to as printed. 

Clause 20 was agreed to as printed. 

Clause 21 was agreed to as printed. 

The following Members spoke to the motion for the adoption 

of the Report of the Select Committee on the Bill: 

or. CliMe Thomas 

Mr. Manzoor Nadir 

Thereafter, the Senior Minister of Trade, Tourism and 

Industry replied. 

The motion for the adoption of the Report was then put 

and carried. 
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On a motion by the Senior Minister of Trade, Tourism 

and Industr� the Bill was read the third time and was passed 

as amended. 

BILLS - Second Reading, Committee and Third Reading 

ITEM 4 - GUYANA RICE DEVELOPMENT BOARD BILL 1994 - Bill 

No. 12/1994 published 28.6.94 

The Senior Minister of Agriculture (Leader of the 

Bouse) moved the second reading of the following Bill: 

A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide 

for the regulation of the manufacture 

and marketing of rice, for securing 

effectively the development of the 

rice industry through the establishment 

of the Guyana Rice Development Board 

and for matters connected therewith. 

The following Members spoke to the motion: 

Dr. Patrick McKenzie 

Dr. Clive Thomas 

SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

At 3.58 p.m., the sitting was suspended for refreshments. 

RESUMPTION OF SITTING 

At 4.30 p.m., the sitting was resumed. 

Assembly resumed the debate on the motion for the second 

reading of the Guyana Rice Development Board Bill 1994. 

The following Members spoke to the motion: 

Mr. Manzoor Nadir 

Mr. David Subnautb 

Mr. Fazil Ali 

Mr. Arthur Alexander 

Thereafte� the Senior Minister of Agriculture (Leader 

of the House) replied. 

The motion was then� and carried. 

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider 

the Bill. 
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In Committee 

Clauses l and 2 were passed as printed. 

Clause 3 was passed with the following amendment: 

Insertion of the words •and one member 

representing consumers• after the word 

"Association" at the end of the proviso 

to subsection (4). 

Clauses 4 to 61 were passed as printed. 

The Schedule was passed as printed. 

Assembly resumed. 

On a motion by the Senior Minister of Agriculture 

(Leader of the Rouse), the Bill was read the third time and 

passed as amended. 

ITEM 5 - FISCAL ENACTMENTS (AMENDMENT) BILL 1994 - Bill 

No. 13/1994 published 28.6.94 

The Senior Minister of Finance moved the second reading 

of the following Bill: 

A Bill intituled AN ACT to amend the 

Income Tax Act, the Income Tax

(In Aid of Industry). Act, the 

Corporation Tax Act and the 

Capital Gains Tax Act, 

The following Members spoke to the motion: 

Mr. Dunstan Barrow 

Dr. Clive Thomas. 

Thereafter, the Senior Minister of Finance replied. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

The Bill was read a second time and was thereafter 

taken through its remaining stages and passed as printed. 
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MOTION 

ITEM 6 - AFFIRMATION OF THE PUBLIC LOAN (INCREASING OF LIMIT) 

ORDER 1994 (NO. 31) 

The Senior Minister of Finance moved the following 

motion: 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

That this National Assembly, in 

terms of section 2(2) of the Public Loan 

Act 1973 (No. 11 of 1973), affirm the 

Public Loan (Increasing of Limit) Order 

1994 (No. �l of 1994), which was made 

on 29th June, 1994, and published in the 

Gazette on 2nd July, 1994. 

The following Members spoke to the motion: 

Mr. Dunstan Barrow 

Dr, Clive Thomas, 

The motion was then� and carried. 

ADJOURNMENT 

At 6.37 p.m., on a motion by the Senior Minister of 

Agriculture (Leader of the House), the Assembly was adjourned 

to a date to be fixed. 

PARLIAMENT OFPICE, 

Public Buildings, 

Georgetown. 

4th August, 1994. 

Speaker of the National Assembly 
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