
NATION.AL A§SEMBLY 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 10TH SITTING OF THEN TIONAL SEM.BLY OF THE FIRST 
SESSION l 6 OF THE FIFTH PJ\RLI.AiVlENT OF GUYAN HELD 

Speaker (1) 

AT 14:00 HRS 

ON MONDAY 1986-04-14 

IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER. PUBLIC BUILDINGS. GEORGETOWN 

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (73) 

*Cde. Sase Narain, O.R., s.c., J.P., M.P., Speaker of the National
Assembly 

Members of the Gover:unent - People's National Congress (61) 

Ministers in the Cabinet (10) 

Prime Minister (1) 

Cde. H. Groen, M.P., Prime Minister (Absent) 

Other Vice-President and First Deputy Prime Minister (ll 

Cde. Dr. M. Shahabuddeen, O.R., s.c., M.P., Vice-President, First Deputy 
Prime Minister and Attorney General (Absent\.. on leave) 

Other Vice-Presidents and Deputy Prime Ministers ill 

Cde. R. Chandisingh, .M.P., Vice-President, National Mobilisation, 
and Deputy Prime Minister (Absent - on leave) 

Cde. Viola V. Burnham, O.R., M.P., Vice-President, Education and 
Social Development, and Deputy Prime Minister 

Other Deputy Prime Ministers (2) 

Cde. W.A.L.H. Parris, C.C.H., M.P., Deputy Prime Minister, Planning 
and Development 

Cde. R.H.O. Corbin, M.P., Deputy Prime Minister, Agriculture (Absent - on leave) 

Senior Ministers (4) 

Cde. R.E. Jackson, M.P., Minister of Foreign Affairs (Absent - on leave) 
*Cde. C.B. Greenidge, M.P., Minister of Finance
Cde. S. Prashad, !-1.P. , Minister of Transport

*Cde. W .s. Murray, C .c .H., M.P., Minister of Trade

Other.Ministers (11) 

Senior Ministers (3) 

Cde. J.R. Thomas, M.P., Minister of Manpower, Housing and Environment 
Cde. Dr. R.A. Van West-Charles, M.P., Minister of Health (Absent - on leava) 
Cde. Yvonne V. Harewood-Benn, M.P., Minister of Information and the 

Public Service 

Ministers (4) 

Cde. Urmia E.H.. Johnson, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of 
National Mobilisation 

*CJe. R.C. Fredericks, A.A., N.P., Minister of Youth and Sport within the
Ministry of Education 

Cde. C.G. Sharma, A.A., J.P., M.P., Minister within the Office of the 
President (Absent - on leave) 

*Cde. D.M.A. Bernard, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Education

*Non-elected Member
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Ministers of State (4) 

*Cde. D.A.N. Ainsworth, M.P., Minister of State within the Ministry
of Manpower, Housing and Environment (Absent)

Cde. J.T. Kissoon, M.P., Minister of State within the Ministry of
Agriculture (Al)sent - on leave)

Cde. D. Sawh, M.P., Minister of State within the Ministry of Forestry
*Cde. Dr. Faith A. Harding, M.P., Minister of State wLthin the

Ministry of Planning and Development 

�liamentary Secretaries (ll 

Cde. A.K. Habibulla, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary, Office of the 
President 

Cde. Stella Odie-Ali, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary, HoJile Affairs 
*Cde. Jean M.G. Persico, A.A., M.P., Parliamentary Sec:·etary, Education

Government Chief Whip (1) 
Cde. Jennifer A. Ferreira, M.P., Government Chief Whip (Absent - on leave) 

Other Members (24) 

Cde. R.E. Williams, M.P. 
Cde. Agnes W. Bend-Kirton-Holder, M.P. 
Cde. E.H.A. Fowler, M.P. 
Cde. Joyce Gill-Mingo, M.P. 
Cde. M. Ally, M.P. 
Cde. Bissoondai Beniprashad-Rayman, M.?. (Absent - on leave) 
Cde. Elaine B. Davidson, M.P. (Absent - on leave) 
Cde. H. Doobay, M.P. 
Cde. Joyce M. Munroe, J.P., M.P. (Absent - on leave) 
Cde. Edwina Melville, M.P. (Absent) 
Cde • .Amna Ally, M.P. 
Cde. L. Arthur, M.P. 
Cde. J.R.L. Bovell-Drakes, M.P. (Absent) 
Cde. N. Calistro, M.P. 
Cde. G.W. Chin, J.P.: M.P. 
Cde. F.M. Cumberbatch, M.P. 
Cde. M.I. Deen, M.P. 
Cde. Cyrilda A. DeJesus, M.P. 
Cde. Edi th Deyeoo, �LP. 
Cde. Clarice A •. Edwards, M.P. 
Cde. C.L. Geddes, M.P. 
Cde. G. Marshall p 

M.P. 
Cde. B. Persaud, M.Pn

Cde. E.W. Trotman, M.P. 

Members from the National Congress of Local Democratic Organs (2) 

Cde. E. Mohamed, M.P. 
Cde. Rose I.Semple, M.P. 

Members from the Regional Democ ratic Councils (10) 

Cde. Nellie R. Charles� M.P. (Region No. 7 - Cuyuni/Mazaruni)(Absent) 
Cde. R. Bishop, M.S., �LP. (Region No. 4 - Demerara/Mahaica) 
Cde. Bhagmatee Latchminarayan, M.P. (Region No. 5 - Mahaica/Berbice) 
Cde. Y. Khan, M.P. (Region No. 2 - Pomeroon/Supenaam) 
Cde. Enid E. Abrahams, M.S., J.P., M.P. (Region No. 3 - Essequibo 

Islands/West Demerara) 
Cde. I. ftlly, M.P. (Region No. 6 - East Berbice/Corentyne) 
Cde. Patricia A. Daniel� M.P. (Region No. lQ - Upper Demerara/ 

Berbice {Absent - on leave) 
Cde. B.L. Domingo, M.P. (Region No. 1 - Barima/Waini) 
Cde. S.I. McGarrcll, M.P. (Region No. 8 - Potaro/Siparuni) 
Cde. M. Stephens, M. P. (Region No. 9 - Upper T akutu/Upper 

Essequibo) (Absent) 

*Non-elected Member



(i) 

Minority Leader (1) 

Members of the Minority (11) 

People's Progressive Party (8) 

Cde. Dr. C. Jagan, M.P., Minority Leader 

Dcputv Speaker (1) 

Cde. Reepu Daman Persaud, J.P., M.P., Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly 

Other Members (6) 

l'J.AYERS 

OATHS 

Cde. Janet Jagan, M.P. (Absent - on leave) 
Cde. C.C. Collymore, 111.P. 
Cde. s.F. Mohamed, M.P., Minority Chief Whip 
Cde. H. Nokta, M.P. 
Cde. I. Basir, M.P. 
Cde. C.C. Belgrave, M.P. (Absent) 

(ii) United Force (2)

Mr. M.F. Singh, C.C.H., J.P., M.P. 
Mr. M.A. Abraham, M.P. (Absent) 

(iii) Working People's Alliance (1)

Mr. E. Kwayana, M.P. 

OFFICERS 

Cde. F.A. Narain, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly 
Cde. M.B. Henry, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly 

The Clerk read Prayers. 

The Specl<:er infonned Members that following the general elections, 
Comrade Winston Shripal Murray, C.C.H., had been appointed a Senior Minister 

:md designated Minister of Trade, with effect from 27th December, 1985. 

Cde. Murray had not been an elected Member of the National Assembly but 
hnd become a Member of the Assembly by virtue of his being a Minister and before 
ho could take part in the proceedings of the Assembly, he would have to make and 
suuscribe the oath. 

Cde. Murray who was present, made an� subscribe the oath. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 

(i) Congratulations to Cde. Murray

The Speaker on behalf of the Members of the Assembly and his own, 
congratulated Cde. Murray on his appointment, welcomed him to the Assembly 
and extended best wishes to him. 
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(ii) Leave

'lhe Speaker announced that leave had been granted to -

(a) Cde. Chandisingh until 25th April,

(b) Cde. Jackson until 24th April,

(c) Cdc. Dr. Van West-Charles, Cde. Kissoon,
Cde. Jennifer Ferreira, Cde. Joyce Munroe,
and Cde. Patricia Daniel, for that day's
sitting, and

(d) Cde. Janet Jagan until 28th April.

(iii) Other Matters

(a) The Speaker drew the Assembly's attention to the practice of Members
seeking to consult with him minutes before the commencement of sittings and 
stated that in future he would not entertain such requests a�d would not be 
available to meet them. 

(b) He also reminded Members that written notifications se�king
leave to move the adjournment of the Assembly on definite matters of 
urgent, public importance should be submitted to him by 11:00 o' clock 
on the day of the sitting to enable him to consider the matter. 

(c) The Speaker informed Members, with special reference to Ministers,
that their applications for leave must be signed by them and not by an 
official on their behalf. 

REQUESTS FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADJOIDlliMENT OF THE 4,SSEMBLY ON DEFINITE MATTERS 
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

Assassination of Muslim Missionarv 

Mr. Kwayana sought leave to move the adjournment of the Assembly for 
the purpose of discussing the Assassination of a visiting Muslim Missionary. 

The Speaker did not allow the claim as the matter was under 
police investigation and did not in his opinion qualify to be raised on a 
motion for the adjournment of the Assembly. 

PUBLIC BUSINESS 

BILLS - Second and Third Readings 

ITEM 1 - PETROLEilll (EXPLORATION AND PRODUCTION) BILL 1986 
Bill No. 1/1986 published 1986-02-05 

The Deputy Prime Minister, Planning and Development, moved the 
second reading of the following Dill: 

A Bill intituled An Act to make provision 
with respect to prospecting for and 
production of petroleum, and for matters 
connected therewith. 



The Minority Leader, Mr. M.F. Singh, Mr. Kwayana and the 
Deputy Speaker spoke to the motion. 

Thereafter, the Deputy Prime Minister, Planning and Development, 
replied. 

The motion w as put and carried. 

The Dill was read a second time. 

SUSPENSION OF SITTIN; 

At 16 :10 hrs the sitting was suspended for refreshments. 

RESUMFTION OF SIT TING 

At 16:35 hrs the sitting was resumed. 

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill 
clause by clause. 

In Committee 

Printing Errors 

The Speaker drew Members attention to the following list of 
printing errors which hacl been circulRted: 

Page 7 - Clause 2 

Substitution of the words "paragraph (i)" for the words 
"paragraph (1)" in the sixth line of paragra11h (q) (iii) 
of subsection (1). 

rage 9 - Clause 2 

Substitution of the words "section 42(6)" for the words 
"section 42(b)" in the last line of paragraph (e) of 
subsection (2). 

P&ge g - Clause 3 

Insertion of a col!ICla after the word "Commission" in the 
fifth lino. 

Page 14 - Clause 11 

Substitution of the worcl "l<'urm" for the worcl "Yrum" in 
the marginal note. 

Page 16 - Clause 17 

Insertion of a comma between the words "law" and "as" 
in the second line of paragraph (b). 

Pages 17 and 18 - Clause 22 

Substitution of the word "initial" for "inital 11 in 
the second line of subsection (3), on page 18. 

Page 18 - Clause 24 

Substitution of the word 11prospecting" for "production" 
in the marginal note. 
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bge 21 - Clause 27 

Su.bstitution of the word "anniversary" for "anniverary" 
in the second line os subsection (2). 

Pages 21 and 22 - Clause 27 

Insertion of the word "of'1 between the words "or" and 
"each" in the fourth line of subsection 5, on pagE> 22. 

P�ge 24 - Clquse 31 

Substitution of the word "licensee" for the word "licensees" 
in the fourth line of subsection (1). 

Page 25 - Clause 32 

Insertion of the word "not" between the words "petroleum" 
and "of" in the second line of the marginal note. 

Pa�e 26 - Clause 33 

Irtsertion of the words "the Minister may
,. 

by notice 
served on the licensee, direct the" after the word 
"interest," in the third line of subsection (1). 

Page 26 and 27 - Clause 34 

Substitution of the word "i;ransportation" for 
"transporation" in the fifth line of paragraph (b) 
of subsection (3), on page 27. 

Page 32 - Clause 43 

Substitution of the word "constituting for "constitutnig" 
in the eighth line of subsection (1). 

Page 33 - Clause 44

Deletion of the comma after the word "Minister" in the 
first line of subsectiun (3). 

R,ctge 34 - Clause 45

Substitution of the words "section '13(4)" for the words 
"section 43(3)" in the second line of snhRont.inr, (?). 

Page 35 - Clause 48 

Insertion of the word "on" l)etween the words "date" and 
"which" in the last line of subsection (3). 

Page 40 - Clause 60 

Printin.g of the words "if the effect" in the third line 
of paragraph (b) of subsection (1) to the words "of the 
body corporate" in the last line� so that they would 
refer to both paragraphs (a) ans (b) of subsection (1). 
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Page 42 and 43 - Clasue 61 

Insertion of the word "of" before the word "being" 
in the fifth line of subsection (3), on page 43. 

?age 45 - Clause 64 

Insertion of the word "a 11 between the wor;is "of" and 
"body" in the first line of paragraph (ii). 

Pages 45 and 46 - Clause 65 

Insertion of a comma aftor the· word "positive" in 
the third line of subsection (4), on page 46. 

Page 49 - Clause 70 

Substitution of the word "an" for the word "and" in 
the second line of paraeraph (d) of subsection (2). 

Consideration of clauses 

Clause 1 was Passed as :printed. 

Clause 2 The following amenurnent by Mr. Kwayana was put and 
and negatived. 

Insertion of the following paragraph after paragraph (e) 
after subsection (1): 

"provisional licence" means a guarantee given to an 
individual who applies for � production licence that 
he will be granted a 1,rcd.uction licence on satisfying 

the Minister that production under that licence 
will be unJ.ertaken by a corporate entity regis�:;red 

in Guyana. 

Clause 2 was then passed as printed. 

Clause 3 to 8 were Passed as printed. 

Clause 9 The following amendment by Mr. K�ayana was 
put and negatived. 

Insertion of the following subsections after suhsecti0n (3): 

(4) That in the case of an application for a licence by a
company incorporated outside of Guyana a provisional
licence shall be cranted and the licence ohould be granted
only to a corporate entity incorporated or r1Jgistered
in Guyana for the purpose of receiving and undertaking
production under such provisional licence.

(5) that companies established under the previous subsection
shall be open to participation by both resident and
nonrasident shareholders.
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Clause g was then passed as printed. 

ill.ill:!..� 10 The Deputy S:i:,enker moved the following amendment 
which was put and neRatived: 

Delet:hQn of paraeraph (d). 

fil..ill!.s_e 10. was then passed as printed. 

Clauses 11 to 35 were Passed as Printed. 

The following amendment by Mr. Kwayana was put 
and net�ntived: 

Insertion of the followin0 after paragraph (vii) of 
subsect�n (1)� 

11 (viii) the c"pplicant undertakes if the issue arises
to recoenise a trade union in conJiticns satisfactory
to the I·1inistry of Manpower and the Trades Union
Congress."

Clnuse 36 was then JJassed as printed. 

Qlauses 37 to 50 were Passed as printed. 

ClnuseG 51 The followine amendment by the Deputy Speaker 
was put and carried: 

Substitution of the w'ord "affirmative" for the word 
"negative" in the second line of subsection (1).

Clause 51 was then Passed as amonnded. 

Q1auses 52 to 71 were passed as µrinted. 

Assembly resume�. 

On a motion by the Deputy 1-'rime Minister, Planning and Developnent, 
the Bill wns rend the third time and J;assed as lunended in Cammi ttee. 

ITEM 2 

:Jill: 

TAXATION LAWS (AMENDMENT) DILL 1986 - Dill No. 2/1986 
published 1g86-02-05 

The Minister of Finance moved the second reading of the following 

A Dill intituled An Act to '1.Il1end the 
Income Tax Act and the Income Tax 
(In aid of Industry) Act. 

The Dill was read a second time anrl was, thereafter� taken through 
its remaining stat;os and :,assed as printed. 



JTEM 3 - OFF-SIIOnE Dl\NKING I3ILL 1986 - Ilill No. 4/1986 published 
1986-03-15 

At the request of the Minister of Finance the second reading 
of the following Dill was deferred to Tuesday 1986-04-15:-

A Dill intituled .An Act to enable certain 
banking anu other businesses to be carried 
on from within Guyana in foreign money.s, 
securities and pro�erties for foreign 
customers. 

ITEM 4 - BANKING LAWS (AMENDMENT) I3ILL 1986 - Dill No. 5/1986 
yublished 1go6-03-15 

The Minister 0f Finance moved the second reading of the 
following I3ill: 

A Dill intituled .An Act to amend the 
I3ankine ;let and the Bank of Guywa 
Act. 

Mr. Kwayana spoke to the motion. 

Thereafter the Minister of Finance- replied. 

The motion was put and carried. 

The Dill w::is read a second. time and was, thereafter, taken 
through its remaininG stages and 1,assed as printed with the f1..llowing 
corrections: 

Page 4 - Clause 2 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Substitution of the word "or" for the word 
"of" in the seventh line and in the last lines 
of subsection (6). 

Insertion of the words "capital, in t'1e case 
of .::t licensecl company" between the words 
"assigned" and "incorporated" in tri.e fourth 
line of subsection (7). 

Substitution of the word "or" for the word 
"0f" in the sixth line of subsection (8). 

Substitution of a semi-colon for the full stop 
at the end of s�1section (9). 

Page 5 - Clause � 

(i) Substitution of "Companies Act," for ,,curnJ·!:t"I,ies Act,"
i'.n th'3- sec1.md tine (of ·paragraph (b).

(ii) Substitution of the word ":3ank" for the word
"bank" in the ninth line of the new subsection lA)
of paragraph (c), where it appears for the first
time.
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fuge 5 - Clause 4 

Substitution of the word "sections" for the word 
"section" in the marginal note. 

Pago 6 - Clause 6 

ADJOURNMENT 

(i) Insertion of a comma after the word "insertion"

in the second line.

(ii) Deletion of the bracket before the word "Part"
in the narginal note to the new section 40A.

At 17:40 hrs on a motion by the Minister of Manpower, Housing 
and Environment, the Assembly was adjourned to 14:00 hrs on Tuesday, 
1986-04-15. 

}ARLIAMENT OFFICE, 
l'ublic Juilding, 
Georgetown. 

1986-04-15. 

Speaker. 
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